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Sermon by Bro. Dana Indermuhle, Sardis, OH

I Chronicles Chapter 3:1-11 and Galatians 6

I know why this opened here; I
had an experience where a brother
communicated with me. He said, I
just really need to know one thing.
Have you been told to stand up
there and say certain things and
not say others? It just cut right to
my heart. I could assure him that I
had not. I have not been told what
to say here today and what not to
say, as a visitor. Do we realize
what we have in the inspired Word
of God, Loved Ones? That’s why
our church has stood the test of
time, to God be the glory. It’s His
word to us. Jesus Christ and the
foundation of the church, our be-
loved Faith.

But those of you that know my
earthly father here know that he
has a deep care for us in the minis-
try of the church. We have meet-
ings every other month, and he
takes us in, and you know it is not
without instruction. One of the
things he has instructed us on is to
try to learn to say the names a lit-
tle better. So I am glad he is not
here today to see how I did. But
the names are important, aren’t
they? God knows every one of our
names. He has either written
them there in the Book of Life or
He has not. They will either still
be there or not when we get to that
judgment day.

We know He knows every hair
of our head, hearing every care
and intent of our heart. He
wanted to direct us this afternoon
in His Holy Word and the Truth,
and only the Truth. So I appreci-
ate your patience as we look
through the Word.

We think of the beginning of
time there in Adam and Eve, and I
just learned recently it would
maybe be possible for each one of
us to trace a name from Adam and
Eve to ourselves. I don’t believe
that quite, okay. But there are a
lot of people who have spent a lot of

time on endless genealogies. We
can see that we all have come from
this sin nature that came into the
world that we could talk about this
morning. We can see the progres-
sion of those throughout time.
How good it is when we can read
the names of those that have been
faithful to God and the pillars of
the church, as we could hear in the
prayer at lunch time. This does
encourage us to think about those
that have gone on before, and the
children of God's children coming
on here today.

This concluding chapter to the
Galatians, I believe Paul wrote
possibly from Rome. It's written to
the brethren as it begins and ends.
It’s a collection of advice for us on
varied subjects. It’s kind of a sum-
mary, as we may put to the end of a
letter. It does us good if we go
verse by verse again, as we have
been able to read.

Reminded in the Scriptures of
the procedures we are to go
through when we see our Brother
with a spiritual need. We think
about the guidance we are given to
pray about this and examine our
own lives and remove those things
that we would have trouble with,
maybe even in a similar way that
we would see our brother or sister
need. Then we could go in love,
prayer and concern, and we could
visit with the individual. We could
try to be of a help and encourage-
ment. It just seems like the Apos-
tle Paul’s advice here of this
concluding chapter, might just be
a little bit more urgent. And give
us just a little more insight into
some other situations where this
procedure, if you will, for lack of
better words could be modified a
little.

We think of being in a boat on
a lake and maybe there would be
someone in our boat that would be
falling over the edge. How much
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time would there be to pray and
examine ourselves and to see if our
hands were strong enough to help,
could we get there quick enough
and just what should we do? As we

Sermon continued on page 40
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“He that walketh uprightly
walketh surely: but he that
perverteth his ways shall be
known.” (Proverbs 10:9)

Accountability Structures

Perhaps the greatest obstacle to the
spread of the gospel is our failure to live it
out. The world may despise our faith, but
there is something they despise even
more, which is hypocrisy. The sinful life-
styles of many celebrities receive little no-
tice, but when a professing Christian is
caught living a lie, the public holds noth-
ing back in its condemnation. Man inher-
ently knows that he ought to live
consistent with his beliefs. Christians are
certainly no exception, as James writes:
“Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers
only” (Jam. 1:22).

If hypocrisy is so despicable, why is it
such a struggle even for the Christian?
Paul lamented this very question as he
acknowledged the struggle between the
flesh and the Spirit. (Gal. 5:17) Sadly,
even Peter yielded to his flesh, and he
had to be confronted by Paul because of
his dissimulation (hypocrisy) and the
doctrinal error this represented (Gal.
2:9-14). Having learned his lesson well,
Peter later wrote that we are to “(lay)
aside all malice, and all guile, and hypoc-
risies…” (1 Pet. 2:1). He demonstrated,
by God’s grace and through the loving
accountability of his brother, Paul, the
truth of Romans 6:11-15 and 8:6, 13-14.

Man’s sinful nature is a nasty thing. In-
deed, any pretense of righteousness is
“as filthy rags” (Is. 64:6). How thankful
we are that God has cleansed us from our
sin through the shed blood of His Son,
Jesus Christ. But “shall we continue in
sin that grace may abound? God forbid”
(Rom. 6:1-2). We are accountable to
God (Rom. 14:12) for “every idle word”
(Mat. 12:36), and it is “required that [we]
be found faithful” (I Cor. 4:2).

At the outset, God has provided two
things to help us live a life of integrity.
First, everyone is born with a conscience.
Unbelievers “show the work of the law
written in their hearts, their conscience
also bearing witness, and their
thoughts…accusing or else excusing one
another” (Rom. 2:14-15). Second, when
someone is born again, God sends the
Holy Spirit to indwell him, to “bring all
things to remembrance” (Rom. 14:26)
and “guide [him] into all truth” (Rom.
16:13).

Still, “the spirit is willing, but the flesh
is weak” (Mat. 26:41). Thus, in His love
for us, God has preserved His Word, built

the Church, and instituted the family to
hold us accountable and discourage sin.
We must actively seek this accountability,
however. If we allow ourselves to be iso-
lated from their influence, we may soon
stumble and find ourselves counted
among the hypocrites. Just as an animal
separated from the herd is far more suscep-
tible to attack, so are we more vulnerable
to temptation when we try to go it alone.
This is especially relevant in an age when
personal travel for business, education and
other purposes as well as “private” access
to technology are so commonplace.

Let’s examine the accountability struc-
tures available to us through God’s Word,
the church and family, and consider some
ways in which we can be supported by
them. First, God has given His inspired
Word to reprove, correct, and instruct us
according to the truth (2 Tim. 3:16-17).
Nothing is more effective towards con-
forming us to the mind of Christ and calling
us back when we stray. It is “perfect, con-
verting the soul,” “pure, enlightening the
eyes,” and by it, we are warned (Psa.
19:7-8). Quiet time to read and study the
Bible should be ingrained in our habits as
the first item on each day’s to-do list. Bi-
bles should be on display and easily acces-
sible throughout our homes. It can also be
very useful if we develop patterns which
keep scriptural references in places which
serve as frequent reminders of our ac-
countability: in our homes, at work and
when we travel. Memorization of Scripture
is a wonderful tool for keeping the Word in
the forefront of our minds. (Psa. 119:11)

Second, one of the pillars of our church
mission is to nurture the believer. This in-
cludes efforts to “provoke unto love and
good works” (Heb. 10:24), to confront sin,
and to apply discipline when appropriate
as instructed in the Word (1 Cor. 5; Mat.
18:15-18). We must not “forsake the as-
sembling of ourselves together” (Heb.
10:24), no matter how busy our lives get.
Church attendance should be the rock in
our schedules around which we arrange
everything else. If we have reasonable
choices between living close to work or
close to church, let’s choose church. A
shorter commute is not worth isolating our
families from the body of Christ. As much
as possible, let’s plan our vacations around
being in church on Sunday; if that’s not
feasible, we can still call in. When schedul-

ing conflicts arise, let’s prioritize church
activities over other activities. When go-
ing away to college, let’s favor campuses
where we can live and frequently associ-
ate with other believers. Let’s try to
maintain healthy, open communication
with our local elders, “who watch for
[our] souls, as they that must give ac-
count” (Heb. 13:17). Let’s also guard
our hearts in our relationships. For ex-
ample, find a way to include a third per-
son if you must meet with someone of the
opposite sex. Even if you are confident
in your integrity, this will at least help you
“abstain from all appearance” of impro-
priety (1 Thes. 5:22).

Third, God instituted the family in part
to keep us close to Him. Husbands are to
take the lead, bringing up their children
“in the nurture and admonition of the
Lord” (Eph. 6:4) and nourishing their
wives with the water of the Word (Eph.
5:26). When husbands fail to do their
part, their wives are called to hold them
accountable by their chaste conduct
(1Pet. 3:1-2). Each of us should make
sincere effort to keep in close contact with
family, whether that family is by blood-
line or by spiritual mentorship. When
traveling alone, call home frequently. Be
committed to acknowledging struggles
and to confessing any failures to those
who will hold you accountable to the
standards of God’s Word – and then
make sure you do.

There is another source of account-
ability worth mentioning: the people
around us. Like Paul, we should invite
the accountability of watching eyes (Phil.
3:17). Hopefully, our lives will testify of
the joy, peace, and contentment of a child
of God. If/when we stumble, however,
our willingness to repent and make sin-
cere efforts to overcome will both ac-
knowledge the reality of sin and show the
way to salvation to a watching world.
“Though he fall, he shall not be utterly
cast down: for the Lord upholdeth him
with his hand” (Psa. 37:24).

Finally, let’s remember the One who is
always watching. Do you really believe
that God is omnipresent? If so, then even
moments of isolation won’t cause you to
become careless. God is the ultimate ac-
countability partner. May we be faithful
witnesses of His grace.
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   ...The harvest  truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few;  Pray ye therefore the
 Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest.   Matthew 9:37-38

www.acmission.org

A Message of 
Hope in India
The Rural Gospel and Medical 

Mission of India (RGMMI), 
founded in 1938 by Mr. B.B. Bhag-
wat, remains an active outreach of 
the Apostolic Christian Church of 
America. The mission of RGMMI 
is “to share the gospel of Jesus 
Christ primarily with the unsaved 
of rural India by providing disciple-
ship training, medical services and 
education.”  
   We are thankful this work can be 
carried out by faithful men of God 
who are devoted to sharing God’s 
word and nurturing many faithful 
believers.

Format for worship 
RGMMI shares God’s Word not 
only in the rural areas of India but 
also in the large, sprawling city of 
Nasik. Believers are thankful for the 
opportunity to hear the message of 
salvation and a promise for peace 
with God and an eternal hope be-
cause of Jesus Christ. 
   Many that worship in this church 
are employed in various govern-
ment jobs in Nasik. They gather 
each Sunday at the Nasik church 
where God’s Word is shared. The 
church is simple in design. Shoes 
are removed and left at the front 
entrance and plastic chairs are pro-
vided for adults.  
   Children come to the front of 
the church and sit on a thin carpet. 
Hymns are sung that have similar 
melodies to many that we sing, 
such as “Sweet Hour of Prayer” and 
“Come Thou Fount.” Meditation by 
the minister is both from the Old and 
New Testament. After the services 
are completed, those in attendance 
file out very orderly, meeting the 

ministers, and then gather in the 
courtyard before departing for their 
homes.  
   These believers also have weekly 
cottage prayer meetings on Friday 
evenings. Small groups come to-
gether in private homes, and God’s 
Word is shared. Special prayer 
requests are made by those in at-
tendance and updates are given 
for those that might have medical 
needs or stressful situations in their 
lives.

Rural areas
In the rural areas of India served 
by RGMMI, the worship format is 
considerably different. Rather than 
meeting in a large church, small 
prayer halls are constructed in vil-
lages where there is an interest in 
God’s Word. In many cases, the 
home of the minister is attached to 
the place of worship. Their dwell-
ing is very simple, consisting of a 
few pieces of furniture and utensils 
for cooking and eating. There is no 
running water and indoor bathroom 
facilities do not exist.  
   The prayer hall is made with teak 
beams for support of the tile roof. 
Bamboo sticks are on the side with a 
plaster mix of cow dung and mud for 
a covering. The floor of the structure 
is made of the same formula. Since 
a minister serves several villages 
and prayer halls, services are held 
on the day of the week the minister 
can arrange his schedule. This may 
be mid-afternoon during the week 
or on a Saturday or Sunday.
   In some cases, believers and those 
interested in the Word must walk 
several miles to the spiritual gather-
ing.  There is no need for a parking 
lot for vehicles. A small cycle used 
for transportation for the minister 
can be seen. 

   Many of the RGMMI prayer halls 
do not have a traveled road for ac-
cess. Only foot paths can be seen 
coming from various directions 
over very uneven terrain. All those 
in attendance sit on the floor, with 
the adults in the rear and children 
in the front. Small children sit very 
quietly on their mother’s laps. She 
has no toys or treats to keep them 
occupied. 
   All songs are sung by memory 
and the service is led by the min-
isters. Sometimes local villagers 
who are not believers can be seen 
peeking through the open doors 
and windows. In remote villages 
too far removed from the prayer 
hall, the minister will gather in a 
private home and share God’s Word 
with a few families that live in the 
vicinity.  

Your prayers are needed
Today the RGMMI mission consists 
of church buildings at Balhana, 
Khardi and Nasik.   Services are 
held at 12 prayer halls. Several 
dozen other locations have been 
identified where pockets of believ-
ers live and spiritual meetings are 
held on a regular basis by the travel-
ing minister.
   Your continued prayers for the 
work of RGMMI are very much ap-
preciated. At this point the door has 
not opened for our brethren to serve 
and assist on a long term basis.  That 
remains a goal of the USA Board 
of directors. If you feel directed 
to support the work of RGMMI in 
India, contact:
 
John Lehman, Board President 
606 N 13th St 
Sabetha, KS 66534
785-284-3951
jelehman46@hotmail.com
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As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men,
especially unto them who are of the household of faith.  Galatians 6:10

www.acworldrelief.org

Athens, Alabama 
Tornado Cleanup
Wednesday, April 27, 2011 will 

long be remembered by many 
across the state of Alabama. On this 
date, more than one hundred torna-
does ripped across what is known 
as “Alabama the Beautiful.” These 
fierce storms, spanning several 
hundred miles, crossed diagonally 
through the state destroying homes, 
businesses and anything in their 
path. In many areas, all that was 
left were the splintered remains of 
homes and tree trunks with a few 
large, leafless branches.
   The path of one of the tornadoes 
came within two miles of the Athens 
Apostolic Christian Church. Thank-
fully, the only storm damage at the 
church was some water in the lower 
level. Among the Athens church 
family, only one case of damage 
resulted from the storm. Large pine 
trees fell all around the home of Sis. 
Corrine Thomas without hitting her 
house. Several outbuildings were 
destroyed as well as a carport. Her 
car was also damaged by falling 
trees. Sis. Corrine was inside her 
home along with two of her grand-
children praying that her house 
would be spared. The Lord surely 
heard her prayer!

First responders
Within just a few days of these ter-
rible storms, a group of volunteers 
traveled from Illinois to Alabama 
with chain saws, generators, fuel, 
skid-loaders and other equipment 
hoping to provide support, comfort 
and assistance to this devastated 
community. Upon their arrival in 
Athens, the church and surround-
ing area was still without electrical 
power. Generators were put to use 

and volunteers were housed at the 
church and fellowship hall. 
   One of the first projects was to 
remove the fallen trees from the 
property of Sis. Corrine. Volunteers 
were not allowed into the disaster 
areas without first registering at 
the emergency management of-
fice and securing an arm band for 
identification. This requirement 
was quickly dropped after a few 
days when the number of workers 
became too much for the office to 
handle. At that point, a sign was 
posted instructing volunteers to go 
directly to the affected areas and 
help anyone in need.

World Relief project
The USA Committee met to devel-
op a World Relief project in Athens 
to assist the victims in the cleanup 
phase of their recovery. Members of 
the USA Committee and Brothers in 
Athens gave support to organizing 
a five week project. The need for 
volunteers was then communicated 
through the World Relief e-mail list 
and website. 
   The plan was to have 25 volun-
teers working Monday through 
Saturday. The Athens fellowship 
hall was transformed into a dormi-
tory and dining facility. Bedding, 
cooking utensils and shower trailer 
were sent to Athens from Illinois. 
Midwest Food Bank was generous 
in supplying our needs for feeding 
the volunteers.
   The Lord moved hearts to serve in 
various capacities needed to make 
this project move forward. Two 
brothers directed volunteers and 
located families needing assistance. 
The responsibility for preparing 
meals to feed the volunteers was 
also filled by a loving servant heart. 
Additionally, hearts were moved 

to come and serve in the cleanup 
work. Volunteers responded quickly 
to the plea and work began almost 
immediately.

Work accomplished
Over the period of five weeks, 
work was done on fifty-two differ-
ent home sites. For approximately 
thirty homeowners, total demoli-
tion of the partially destroyed 
house was required in preparation 
for the building of a new home. 
Depending on the location, debris 
was either burned or piled along the 
road to await pickup by a Federal 
Emergency Management Agency 
contractor. 
   In addition to a lot of hand labor, 
the work progressed nicely with 
the use of donated equipment. 
Three skid loaders and an excava-
tor equipped with grapple buckets 
were a great aid in the cleanup 
work. Capable operators put equip-
ment to good use greatly increasing 
the scope of the work that could be 
accomplished.
   Much of this work was done in 
the community of Harvest, just east 
of Athens. A local church pastor 
was very instrumental in leading 
us to families in his community 
that needed help. The pastor be-
lieves strongly that recipients of 
aid should participate in the cost 
of providing that aid. When able, 
families made donations to World 
Relief to help cover the expense of 
the work done on their property. 
   Hopefully this experience was 
a lesson in responsibility and ac-
countability as well as one of re-
ceiving the love of Christ through 
loving deeds of service. Although 
no decision has been made, this 
area has potential for a winter re-
building project.
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APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN
HOME FOR THE
HANDICAPPED
www.achh.org

July has been a month for resi-

dentsofTimberRidge,OakwoodEs-

tate, Linden Estate and CILAs to

enjoy and participate in a variety of

activities. Likely the highlight was

the 3rd, when Morton has their fire-

works. They are shot off from the

VFW building nearby us on Veter-

ans Road. Residents from Oakwood

and the CILAs gather at Linden for

the close up display. Many of their

family members join them there for

the fun. Almost all of the residents

at Timber Ridge go outside of the

north end of the building to view

them. Everyone enjoys the spectac-

ular show.

Other activities this month have

included cookouts and picnics, fish-

ing, outings to Camp Big Sky, gar-

dening and more. Perhaps one

disappointment has been the num-

ber of times that horseback riding

with CIRT has had to be cancelled

dueto theextremelywarmtempera-

tures. However, there are always

staffmembersthatarereadytooffer

alternativeactivitiesatthosetimes.

One day this month we were

blessed at Timber Ridge with a spe-

cial group of volunteers from Hands

& Feet. Part of the group washed all

of our vehicles. That can be quite a

task since many of them are extra

tall to accommodate people in

wheelchairs. The other part of the

group spent the morning interact-

ing with residents in our day pro-

gram. Our residents appreciated

the extra one-on-one attention.

Some received massages, some lis-

tened to books that the volunteers

read and some were given the oppor-

tunity to use switches and manipu-

late sensory items. We hope that the

volunteers know how much their

timeandenergieswereappreciated!

______________

GATEWAY WOODS
APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN

CHILDREN’S HOME
Jan Baumgartner

When I received our first call in

2001 inquiring if Gateway Woods

could do an international home

study, I did not perceive that ten

years later we would have been in-

volved in the adoptive placement of

over 200 children. I was not even

sure we could do an international

home study at that time! We had

written many home studies for Fos-

ter Care, but none for international

adoption.

Gateway Woods, being a licensed

Foster Care agency in Indiana, had

the proper credentials and our

Adoption Program unofficially be-

gan. Word spread about our work

with adoptions and more requests

followed. The Board officially ap-

proved our Adoption Program in

2003.

The program has since played a

part in adoptions from our local area

to all across the world. Our 200th

placement was an infant girl born in

a hospital about 20 miles from Gate-

way Woods. In contrast our 202nd

adoption was of several siblings in

Ethiopia!

So farwehavebeen involvedwith

adoptions from 17 different coun-

tries plus the United States. In Asia

and the Middle East children were

adopted from China, Korea, Viet-

nam, Russia, Ukraine, India,

Moldova,Kazakhstan andArmenia.

We have also played a role in adop-

tions from African countries includ-

ing Ethiopia, the Congo, Uganda

and Rwanda.

We have helped to make a home

for children from Central and South

America including Guatemala, Nic-

aragua, El Salvador and Columbia.

We have worked with children

from just a few days old up to 16

years of age. Also, we have been in-

volved in families that adopted

children with special needs includ-

ing Down’s Syndrome, Cleft Lip

and Palate, Spina Bifida, Cerebral

Palsy, Albino, heart defects, deaf

and HIV+ children.

Along with the rest of our Adop-

tion Staff, I feel so blessed to have

worked with these Christian fami-

lies who open their home to provide

a permanent family in which chil-

dren are raised to learn about

Christ’s love and the free gift of sal-

vation. It is so amazing to see the

hand of God in matching a family

that has just the right gifts to a child

from thousands of miles away! I can

recall countless stories of this mira-

cle. It is also amazing to see families

that have previously adopted chil-

dren come back to us a second and

third time to adopt more children.

We plan to expand our Adoption

Program into Illinois, as currently

our license only allows us to work

with Indiana families where we are

licensed. We are working on obtain-

ing an Illinois license, and hope to

opentheprogramlater thisyear.We

have hired Natalie Hoerr

(Bloomington) to assist with obtain-

ing a license.

News:

-We are thrilled to welcome Sis.

Abby Freed to Gateway Woods as a

new Assistant Houseparent.Abby is

from Phoenix, AZ and has volun-

teered at Gateway in the past. We

are excited to see how God will use

Abby in her new role as an Assistant

Houseparent.

- We were blessed to have Bro.

Ben Gerber, Bro. Brandon Wiegand

and Sis. Christen Huber as our sum-
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mer Staff this year. We are thankful

for their time here and wish them all

the best as they finish their duties

here at Gateway Woods.

- Our 35th Annual Sale will have

come and gone when you read this.

We are very thankful for all the

great donations and wonderful sup-

port we receive from all who at-

tended and contributed to this great

event for our on-going work with

at-risk children. Lookformorenews

inthenext issueofTheSilver Lining

and The Gate Post.

- Gateway Woods welcomed one

new resident to campus this past

month. Please pray with us as she

becomes accustomed to her new

home. It can be a difficult adjust-

ment for new residents as they dis-

cover a very different living

situation than they have experi-

enced before.

- We currently have three posi-

tionsopenat Gateway Woods:Assis-

tant Houseparent, Alternate

Houseparents and Math Teacher.

For more information please see the

notices in this month’s edition of

The Silver Lining or visit the Career

Opportunities page on our website

at: www.gatewaywoods.org/sup-

porters/career-opportunities. We

trust that God will continue to pro-

vide qualified, mature brothers and

sisters who will serve Him in a min-

istry that is ‘TurningLivesAround’.

Perhaps this includes you!

- You are an important advocate

to help us spread the word about

God’s work at Gateway Woods.

Please continue to lift us up in

prayer, check our website

www.gatewaywoods.org and our

Facebook page at facebook.com/

gatewaywoods often for updates,

and make sure that you are on our

mailing list. In an effort to be as effi-

cient as possible we are gathering as

many email addresses as we can for

ourE-Post.Pleasesendamessageto

mail@gatewaywoods.org

______________

APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN
PRESCHOOL

Athens, AL
Louise Hall

Who is like unto thee, O Lord,

among the gods? who is like thee,

glorious in holiness, fearful in

praises, doing wonders?

Exodus 15:11

The themes for the month of July

are: Trust - “O taste and see that the

Lord is good: blessed is the man that

trusteth in him.” Psalm 34:8.

Friends - “A friend loveth at all

times” Proverbs 17:17. Kindness -

“Let not mercy and truth forsake

thee: bind them about thy neck:

write them upon the table of thine

heart:” Proverbs 3:3. Sharing -

“Therefore all things whatsoever ye

would that men should do to you, do

yeevensotothem.” Matthew7:12.

We would like to thank Sis. Deb

Blunier and her niece, Whitley, for

taking a week out of their busy sum-

mer to volunteer at the Preschool.

We always enjoy their annual visit!

We also want to welcome Sis. Susan

Koch from Tremont, IL. She is our

new teacher at the Preschool, and

the children look forward to the rest

of the summerand a new school year

beginning soon with their new

teacher.

______________

ALABAMA, ATHENS
Pam Moore

We were reminded in a sermon

recently that our God is the same

God with the same power as Elijah’s

God! (I Kings 18). As we live day by

day, do we remember to tap into

such great a power?

We want to thank Bro.Ron Koehl

(Sarasota, FL) and Bro. Brad Metz

(Bloomington, IL) for taking the

time and making the effort to come

toAthensandshare theWordofGod

with us this month. May God be

your Rewarder.

We would like to welcome Sis. Su-

san Koch (Tremont, IL) to our Ath-

ens congregation. She adds a bright

ray of sunshine and love to our small

gathering. She is the new teacher at

the Athens Preschool and we look

forward to getting to know her

better!

______________

ARIZONA, PHOENIX
Heather Hinrichsen

We thank Bro. Gary Tonner

(Bluffton) for visiting us in the sum-

mer and being willing to open God’s

Word.

Many in our congregation have

experienced health problems and

are in need of the Great Physician

and they are: Sis. Joyce Yackley

(Bro. Al), Sis. Connie Frautschi

(Bro. Ed), Sis. Ruby Barna (Larry)

and Sis. Deanna Beyer (Bro. Clar-

ence).

“To everything there is a season,

and a time to every purpose under

heaven:”

Eccles. 3:1

Our sincere sympathies are ex-

tended to Bro. Erik and Sis. Cindy

Langhofer and their family in the

passing of his father, Bro. Al

Langhofer. Bro. Al passed away

June 24 in Wichita, KS.

We welcome Bro. Ken and Sis.

Sharon Lawson who once again call

Phoenix home. We also extend a

welcometoSis.KaraEberhardtwho

has moved here from Taylor to at-

tend school.

Sis. Abby Freed (Bro. Steve and
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Sis. Kelly) has accepted a position as

assistant houseparent at Gateway

Woods in Leo, IN, and therefore we

bid her farewell. Although we know

God is directing her to leave Phoe-

nix, it’s still hard to see her go. She

will be missed by all and especially

the single group.

______________

ARIZONA, PRESCOTT

WehadVacation BibleSchool the

week of June 20 with the theme

“Heaven in my Heart”. We want to

thank Bro. Jesse Bedolla (Sis.

Bonnie, Detroit) for speaking to us

on Friday night about Heaven fol-

lowed by the Sunday School chil-

dren singing and reciting Bible

verses.

Elder Bros. Jon Kokanovich and

Herbie Knochel (Phoenix) and their

wives came up and spent the day

with us on Sunday, July 10. They

read the Memorandum and encour-

aged us with many Scriptures.

We are also thankful to the fol-

lowing ministering brothers who

visited us this past month: Bros.

Curt Kaufmann (Sis. Caroline, Tuc-

son), Gary Sinn (Sis. Paulette,

Latty), Todd Zollinger (Sis. Michele,

Silverton) and Al Schambach (Sis.

Sarah, Remington).

We lift up Sis. Rowena Furrer in

prayer as she has spent time in the

hospital this past month.

______________

ARIZONA, TUCSON
Lisa Knapp

Our Vacation Bible School was a

success. God always provides us

with three wonderful days of learn-

ing about His Word and sharing fun

times with each other. I hope the

kids had as much fun as the adults

did. Many thanks to everyone who

worked hard to make it possible. A

true group effort.

We are having a little break from

our monsoon storms. We had a few

weeks of afternoon monsoon storms

which we thoroughly enjoy. The

storms bring our temperatures

down and bring much needed rain-

fall.

I think I failed to mention some

graduates in my last column. Bro.

Jamin Steffen graduated from the

UA with his doctorate in May. Also

graduating from the UA were Amy

Bauer(daughter-in-lawofBro.Brad

and Sis. Sandy Bauer) with her mas-

ter’s degree and Stephanie Keller

(granddaughter of Bro. Don and Sis.

Glo Bauer and daughter of Steve

and Maria) with her bachelor’s de-

gree. A belated congratulations to

all!

______________

CALIFORNIA, ALTADENA

Bro. Akito and Sis. Marie Inoue

visited Altadena on July 10, sharing

the Word, time with family and

loved ones in our congregation.

Altadena was blessed to host the

annual Fort Sam Reunion begin-

ning July 16. We had visitors from

many of our churches across the

country worship with us that week-

end! Included were visiting minis-

ters: Bro.NelsonBeer (Milford, IN),

Bro. Garry Bucher (Valparaiso, IN),

Bro. Floyd Graves (Croghan, NY),

Bro. Don Gudeman (Lacrosse, IN),

Bro. Leland Plattner (Zapata, TX),

Bro. John Steiner (Oakville, IA), re-

tired Bro. Ben Wysong (Sabetha,

KS), retired Bro. Max Reimchisel

(Wichita, KS).

Many in the Fort Sam group con-

tinued on a bus trip up the coast,

sharing more fellowship and enjoy-

ing the beauty of God’s handiwork

in California. Thank you, Sis. Mari-

lyn and Bro. Virgil Graf, for

your many hours of planning and

prayer to make this possible! It was

a blessing for all!

There have been several in our

small group away for vacations, re-

unions and work related travel. We

continue to pray for safety in the

miles covered, and joy in

hearts while we are apart!

______________

CALIFORNIA, SAN DIEGO
Yasmin Koehl

We had several ministering

brothers visit our congregation.

They include Deacon Bro. Leland

Plattner (Sis.Mary,Zapata, TX),El-

der Bro. Herb Knochel (Sis. Laurie,

Phoenix, AZ), and Bro. John Steiner

(Sis. Carol, Oakville, IA).

With grateful hearts, our congre-

gation would like to extend our

thanks and God’s blessings upon

Sis. Janelle Brewer for her service

with our young children in Sunday

school. Our prayers now also extend

to Sis. Peggy Jevremov as she will

begin teaching Sunday school in the

fall. We thank God for her willing-

ness to be used in this capacity and

feel blessed the Lord has continued

to provide.

“And the King shall answer and

say unto them, Verily I say unto you,

Inasmuchasyehavedoneituntothe

least of these my brethren, ye have

done it unto me.”

Matthew 25:40

______________

KITCHENER, ONTARIO
CANADA

Kim Leman

“A wise man will hear, and will

increase learning; and a man of un-

derstanding shall attain unto wise

counsels:”

Proverbs 1:5
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Our congregation was richly

blessed by the encouraging and

challenging instruction given to us

by our Bro. Ted Witzig, Jr. (Sis.

Donna, Morton, IL). A number of

others from our local area were also

in attendance to hear the seminar

topics thatBro.Tedpresentedtoour

church. We went home uplifted, yet

recognizing the work yet to do in

eachofour lives. PraisebetoGodfor

lovingly showing uswherewe can do

better to be a blessing to ourselves

and others.

We also appreciated the ministry

of Bro. John Bradle (Sis. Jil l ,

Roanoke, IL) and Bro. Lucas Frank

(Sis. Crystal, Detroit, MI). May God

bless theseBrothers fortheirwilling

service on our behalf.

Let us all remember to pray for

our Elder Brothers as they prepare

their hearts to meet together at the

annual Brotherhood Conference.

Our thoughts and prayers are also

with the Forrest congregation as

they work through the logistics of

hosting. May all be done to God’s

praise and honor.

______________

REGINA, SK
CANADA

Myrna Shipley
We were thankful for the minis-

ter that came up here this month,

Bro.Art and Sis. Bonnie Ingold from

Rittman. Bro. Doug and Sis. Joyce

Wulf and a couple of their children

from Morris came to be with us as

well. We also had Bro. Dennis and

Sis. Gail Massnervisiting fromWest

Bend, IA. We’re thankful for thevis-

itorsandhopetheycancomeagain.

God provided a safe trip for most

of us to travel to Morris June 24-25

for the baptisms of our own local Re-

gina brethren. We enjoyed listening

to the testimonies of their faith and

witnessed the baptism of Bro.

Herman and Sis. Hilda Kaiser and

their sons, Bro. Benjamin and Bro.

Uli. We can see the Spirit through

the lives of these dear people. May

God grant them continued grace in

their lives as well as for anyone who

ever wishes to receive this wonder-

ful grace.

“For by grace are ye saved

throughfaith; andnotofyourselves:

it is the gift ofGod: Not ofworks, lest

any man should boast.”

Ephesians 2:8-9

We want to thank Elder Bro. Roy

Koehl foradministeringthisandthe

Morris church for hosting us all.

Scheduled ministers coming up:

(August 21, Chicago), (Sept. 18,

Sabetha), (Oct. 16, Silverton), and

(Nov. 11, Morris).

______________

COLORADO, DENVER
Lily Zarkovacki

“Great is the Lord, and greatly to

be praised; and his greatness is

unsearchable.”

Psalms 145:3

Visiting ministers this past

month include Bro. John

Baumgartner (Sis. Lori, Bern, KS),

Bro. Curt Walter (Sis. Elizabeth,

Mansfield, OH), Bro. Corey Metzger

(Sis. Jodi, Wichita, KS), Bro. John

Steiner (Sis.Carol,Oakville, IA)and

Bro. Dana Indermuhle (Sis. Joy,

Sardis, OH). We appreciate all that

come to fellowship with us!

We are sad to bid farewell to our

dear couple, Bro. Shayne and Sis.

Emily and little Brady Fehr, as they

will be moving to Wisconsin. We

wish them God’s richest blessings!

We extend our sympathy to Sis.

Briana Huber who experienced the

loss of her father, Bro. Gordon

Huber (Sabetha, KS); also to Bro.

Eric Huber as Bro. Gordon was his

brother. May God comfort their

family during this difficult time.

Also this month ... We held our

annual Sunday school picnic at

Castlewood Canyon State Park. It

was a blessing for the children as

well as the adults!

Vacation Bible School was held

the week of June 20. Once again, it

was a blessing to all those that par-

ticipated. Thanks to everyone who

worked hard to organize and set it

up.

______________

CONNECTICUT
ROCKVILLE
Laura Virkler
Bonnie Bahler

The Sunday school is our delight,

we love it more and more;

‘tis here we learn to do the right

and live forevermore.

Hymns of Zion #73

We enjoyed many visitors in

Rockville the weekend of July 4th of

families invited by our high school

grades in Sunday school. Among

these visitors were ministering Bro.

Paul Schmidgall (Sis. Shawn, Mor-

ris, MN), Bro. Ted Luginbuhl (Sis.

Stephanie, Smithville, OH), Bro.

Dana Indermuhle (Sis. Joy, Sardis,

OH), Bro. John Grimm (Sis. Julie,

Columbus, OH), Bro. Todd Graf

(Sis. Lydia, Akron, OH), Bro. Tom

Lanz (Sis. Mary, Oakville, IA), and

Bro. Stephen Baner (Sis. Donnalou,

Gridley, IL). Itwasawonderfultime

of fellowship for all!

Ourhearts rejoicewith souls that

have made a beginning in repen-

tance! David Moser (Bro. Steve and

Sis. Jan) and Laura Schneider (Bro.

DougandSis.Jane)have ourcontin-

ued prayers and support as they

turn their lives to the Lord.
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Four families were blessed with

new babies this month. Jesse and

Julie Brennan became first-time

parents with the arrival of Alivia

Marie. Maternal grandparents are

Bro. Dean and Sis. Miriam Reutter.

Jon and Ashley Spielman welcomed

their first child, little Adalyn Blake.

Sis. Jody Spielman is a happy

first-time grandmother. Bro. Josh

and Sis. Carole Bahler were blessed

withthearrivalofason,JaidenArlo.

His arrival was a bit early, but all

went well and he is home now with

his new mommy and daddy. Grand-

parents are Bro. Arlo and Sis. Lynn

Hoffman and Bro. Steve and Sis.

Laurie Bahler. Brent and Rachel

Moser welcomed their second baby

girl, Emma Joan, who joins her big

sister Addison. Grandparents are

Bro. Roger and Sis. Joan Moser and

Bro. Ed and Sis. Beverly Gerber. We

hope each of these families will feel

God’s nearness as they take on the

role of parents, many for the first

time! It is a blessing to see our con-

gregation grow!

And when we leave our father’s

house,

and journey thru this world of strife,

Oh may your loving counsel then,

show us the path of life.

Hymns of Zion #73

Summer brings transition for

our graduates, and we pray that

God’s hand would be upon them as

they move from one stage in life to

the next. Our high school graduates

were Joanna Schneider, Andy

Schneider, and Andrea Reutter.

College graduates are Bro. Nathan

Luginbuhl, Sis. Lydia Schneider,

Bro. David Beutel , Ashley

Luginbuhl, and Julianne Gottier.

Our prayers are with Sis. Doro-

thy Virkler after her recent hospi-

talization. For her and others who

may be facing illness or injury, we

trust the Lord will give strength and

healing.

______________

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
WASHINGTON

Henrietta Meyer
Our caretakers for July were Sis.

KarenSchlatter fromJunction,OH,

and Sis. Elaine Stoller from Latty,

OH. We always enjoy getting reac-

quainted and updated with our re-

turning caretakers. We just have

December left this year (we will take

those offering a few weeks for that

month), but there are plenty of

openings for 2012. If you have a de-

sire to support our small church in

this way, please contact Sis. Doreen

Steffen for more information at

dkgsteffen@ gmail .com or

302-540-6574. We have been richly

blessed by our caretakers over the

past four years, and we look forward

to getting to know and fellowship-

ping with more in the coming year.

We also encourage past caretakers

to come again!

Our ministers this month were

Bro.Jerry Isch (Sis. Linda,Philadel-

phia, PA), Bro. Wes Moser (Sis. Es-

ther, Lester, IA), Bro. Ned Bahler

(Sis. Anna, Fairbury, IL), Bro. Fred

Funk (Sis. Diane, Morton, IL), Bro.

Everett Gerber (Sis. Nancy,

Rockville, CT), and Bro. Dale Frank

(Sis. Tina, Oakville, IA). Other visi-

tors were from Peoria and Forrest,

IL; Taylor, MO; Junction, OH;

Lester, IA, Morris, MN and Silver-

ton, OR.

Please note that the contact in-

formation in the Ministers’ Book

has changed. Bro. Barry Steffen’s

phone number is now

443-504-3757. The person having

Bro. Barry’s old number is getting

upset with all the calls he has been

receiving.

If you are planning to visit Wash-

ington, D.C. area for vacation or

business, please contact Bro. Joe

and Sis. Holly Bohart at

jbohart@gmail .com or Sis.

Henrietta Meyer at (703) 904-8301

forassistanceandto letusknowhow

manytoexpect forSundayservices.

______________

FLORIDA
FT. LAUDERDALE

Renee Mangold
We were thankful to have three

visiting ministers this past month.

Visiting were Bro. Ted Luginbuhl

(Smithville, OH), Bro. Randy Gas-

ser (Sis. Sue, Detroit, MI) and Bro.

Jeff Bahler (Wolcott, IN). We pray

for God’s blessings on them. They

do a great service for His church in

Ft. Lauderdale and are very much

appreciated. Wealsoenjoyedhaving

retired Elder Bro. Joe Braker here

on a recent visit.

We are saying goodbye to Sis.

Helen Luginbuhl who has long been

a resident of the Ft. Lauderdale

church. She is moving to be closer to

family up north. We will miss seeing

herasoften,butLordwillingwill en-

joy many visits from her in the win-

termonths. Wewishherall thebest.

Through the years we experience

many changes in our congregations.

The scripture shares with us a con-

stancy that we can rely upon;

Romans 1:12 “That is, that I may be

comforted together with you by the

mutual faith both of you and me.”

______________

FLORIDA
NORTH FORT MYERS

Victor Beer
Would you believe folks aren’t

complaining much in our 93 and 94

degree summer heat, but that is be-

cause our dear ones up north are

sweltering in even much hotter

weather. Our beaches have become
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great places to go to relax and enjoy

the water, which has been in the

high 80 degree levels.

Ofourguests this monthwereEl-

der Bro. Dave Steffen (Sis. Linda,

Elgin, IL) and their children, when

Bro. Dave brought us the message,

whichwassuchablessingtousall.

We are going to miss seeing the

smiling face of our recent convert,

Robers Mesidor, who is moving to

Bloomington, IL, to attend college.

He will be missed by all of us and es-

peciallyhissister,Nelly,whoalsoat-

tends church with us.

We would like to introduce to you

two more recent attendees to our

congregation. Natasha Maginnis

has a two year old son, named

Dominic. She will be attending col-

lege soon. Evelyn Hernandez also

has a two year old son named Joel.

Evelyn has already begun class.

Needless to say, Sis. Rhea Steffen is

keepingquitebusyastheir teacher.

We have two regular Sunday

School classes each Sunday now.

The second class is taught by Sis.

Mary Masters and consists of the

young moms of our two year olds

plus Nelly and Robers and occasion-

ally one of their friends.

Our small congregation has

grown by over fifty percent since the

inception of The New Beginnings

has opened. To learn more about

this program, you may visit

Thenewbeginnings.org.

______________

FLORIDA, SARASOTA
Kim Ott

“I will not leave you comfortless:

I will come to you.”

John 14:18

As we read the Bible, we have

been informed by God that our days

are numbered. For some people

their lives stretch out for several de-

cades while for others their life span

is much shorter. We completely ac-

knowledgethat theoldergeneration

will die as long as God’s return does

not come first, but it never grows

any easier to see or understand why

the young ones would be allowed to

pass away. What we do know is that

God’s will is perfect and in Him do

we put our trust. We were grieved to

hear the tragic news that Nate Sabo

(Sheila), a young man close to the

heartsofourSarasotacongregation,

had passed from this life into eter-

nity. In addition to Nate’s wife,

Sheila, and his four children, Na-

than, Heidi, Doug, and Clara, other

surviving family members include

his parents, Bro. Doug and Sis.

Linda, his brothers, Jeff (April) and

Chris (Kelsey), his sister, Missy

(Jeremy) Miller, and many nephews

and nieces. Our prayers continue to

go out to the Sabo family during this

time of loss for God to comfort their

hearts. We pray that they would feel

God’s close presence for each new

day that would lay ahead. We appre-

ciate in times like these how the

song writer so beautifully has

stated, “I don’t know about tomor-

row, but I know Who holds my

hand.”

______________

ILLINOIS, BELVIDERE
Doreen Moser
Shayla Steffen

Blest we were this month

~To pause, reflect and thank the

Lord that we live in a free country

and to remember those who have

fought to keep us free.

Blest we were this month

~To have ministering brethren

and their precious families in our

midst. Thank you to Bro. Mark

Schmidgall (Eureka,IL), retiredEl-

der Bro. Ron Schambach (Elgin, IL)

and Bro. Mark Wettstein (Lacrosse,

IN) for preaching the Word.

Blest we were this month

~To come to church knowing

many of the congregation would be

gone and finding visitors, precious

brothers and sisters in our midst, to

spend the day in worship. Thank

you for making Belvidere church

part of your travels.

Blest we were this month

~To have loving teachers for

VBS and for the high school camp

out. The memories will be kept in

theheartsandmaythe fellowshipbe

something they will always trea-

sure.

Blest we were this month

~To raise our voices in song to

praise the Lord during the singing

shower for Bro. Troy Steffen and

Sis. Ellie Hoerr. We hope there will

be many blessings in Bro. Troy and

Sis. Ellie’s walk with the Lord, as

they prepare for marriage.

We send our love and greetings to

all from Belvidere and would be

blest if you would visit us!

______________

ILLINOIS
BLOOMINGTON-NORMAL

Heidi Rinkenberger
Shelley Steffen

Our Bible Class recently re-

turned from their mission trip to Ja-

maica. We are thankful for God’s

protection and provision during the

trip. What a blessing to see how He

can work in such big ways, and yet

still be present in the smallest de-

tails.

Visiting ministers this month

were Bro. Garry Bucher

(Valparaiso, IN) and Bro. Ed Sauder

(Roanoke).Wearethankful fortheir

willingness to serve.

______________
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ILLINOIS, BRADFORD
Sandi Joos

Roseann Stahl

“But other fell into good ground,

and brought forth fruit, some a hun-

dredfold, some sixtyfold, some

thirtyfold.”

Matthew 13:8

A corn plant sacrifices every-

thing for its fruit. Are we willing to

sacrifice everything in order to bear

fruit? Do we sacrifice time to read

and pray? This past month God’s

Word, encouraging us to bring forth

fruit in our lives, was brought to us

by visiting ministers: Bro. Matthew

Rassi (Sis. Bridget, Chicago, IL),

Bro. Marvin Zollinger (Sis. Pam,

Smithville, OH), and Bro. Dana

Nieman(Sis.Leah,Remington,IN).

“Peace I leave with you, my peace

I give unto you: not as the world giv-

eth, give I unto you.”

John 14:27

We are thankful that it has been

announced to the congregation that

Marvin Baer (Ron and Sis. Deann)

has found peace with God and man.

MaytheLordcontinuetoblesshim.

We miss Sis. Lucille Kieser as-

sembling with us. We pray that she

will onceagain feelwell enoughtobe

with us.

______________

ILLINOIS, CHAMPAIGN
Sarah Drake

July has been a busy month for

travelers. Many from our home con-

gregation have been away this

month, but we have also enjoyed the

company of many visitors who have

passed through and worshipped

with us on their way to various vaca-

tion destinations. We have appreci-

ated the visitors, as our local

attendance tends to be smaller dur-

ing the summer months.

Among the visitors, we have had

several visiting ministers. They in-

cluded Bro. Ed Sauder (Sis. Bonnie,

Roanoke), Elder Bro. Brad

Eisenmann (Sis. Cindy, Chicago),

and Bro. Gary Endress (Sis. Evelyn,

Bradford). Thanksforyourservice!

Another reason our attendance

seems smaller in the summer is that

many of our college students return

to their home churches during the

break. Our congregation greatly ap-

preciates our college students, and

as someone who was a student my-

self not too long ago, I can attest to

the fact that the Champaign church

does an outstanding job of support-

ing and encouraging the UI-Park-

land young group. We look forward

to having the students back in

Champaign-Urbana next month,

along with several new students

who we are excited to welcome.

______________

ILLINOIS, CHICAGO
Rachel Meyer

Greetings from Chicago. We

thank Bros. Curt Rassi (Tremont,

IL)andTroyLeyse(Bluffton,IN) for

sharing God’s Word at VBS. May

God reward you.

On June 16 the Gateway Woods

Hickory House family worshipped

with us. They enjoyed some vaca-

tion in Chicago and we pray God’s

blessings on these dear ones.

Due to powerful storms that

came through our church’s neigh-

borhood, the last two nights of VBS

were canceled. However, many en-

joyed the first two nights learning

about “Counting the Cost – Manag-

ing Money God’s Way.” Thank you

to everyone who worked hard to

make VBS possible.

Congratulations are extended to

Bro. Steve and Sis. Marlene Lau

upon the birth of their grandson,

Malachi Christopher Lau. Little

Malachi’s parents are Chris and

RaelynLau. MayGodblessthis fam-

ily as they grow.

We said farewell to Bro. Aaron,

Sis. Bekah and sweet Titus Plattner

on June 26. They spent four years in

Chicago and we wish them safety

and joy as they move to Alto, MI.

Bro. Dale and Sis. Judy

Eisenmann reached a milestone –

their 50th wedding anniversary on

June 25. We rejoice with them.

On July 10 our Bro. Ryan Graf’s

engagement to Sis. Leah

Zimmerman, (Morton, IL) was an-

nounced. Bro.RyanisthesonofBro.

Ed and Sis. Deb Graf (Leo, IN) and

Sis. Leah is the daughter of Bro.

Doug and Sis. Jane Zimmerman.

May God be near as they plan their

future.

We received word that Bro. Greg

and Sis. Carla Rassi’s twin grand-

daughters were stillborn. Grieving

parents are Bro. Nathan and Sis.

Michelle Rassi from St. Louis, MO.

The names of these two angels are

Amelia and Brooklyn. They have a

brother, Ashton, who is 17 months.

Our prayers are with this beloved

family as they face the days ahead.

Sis. Michelle’s parents are Bro.Walt

and Sis. Lynda Beery from Rittman,

OH.

Safe in the arms of Jesus,

safe on His gentle breast.

There by His love ‘oer shaded,

sweetly my soul shall rest.

______________

ILLINOIS, CISSNA PARK
Marilyn Maul
Tina Walder

We were thankful for the visiting

ministers who labored on our behalf

this month. They were Bros. Frank

Sauder (Roanoke, IL), Randy
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Mogler (Washington, IL) and Willis

Ehnle (Peoria, IL). They joinedusto

witness the vows of Bro. Fred Maul

and Sis. Judy Bauer on July 17.

Our annual church picnic was

held on a hot Sunday afternoon at

the park. It was a blessing for all

that attended.

Bro. Gerald and Sis. Joan Rudin

are rejoicing over the safe arrival of

two new grandchildren. Josh, Sa-

rah, and Kaleb Peoples welcome a

healthy Karter Blake into their

home, and Mark and Julie Sidarous

aredelightedwith Amira Rose, their

firstborn child.

We rejoice with converts, Adam

Kaeb, Joel Kaeb, and Tyler

Eisenmann as they were announced

for peace. Lord willing, provings

and baptisms are set for the week-

end of August 14-15.

______________

ILLINOIS, CONGERVILLE
Rachel Currier

We are thankful that, once again,

God has been calling souls unto re-

pentance. We rejoice with the family

of Bro. Chuck and Sis. Ginny

Zimmerman as their daughter,

Emma, has turned to the Lord in re-

pentance. May the Lord guide each

one as they seek to work out their

soul’s salvation.

Sis. Elizabeth Virkler was joined

in Holy Matrimony to Bro. Evan

Stoller on Sunday, July 3. Their par-

ents are Bro. Dennis and Sis. Gayle

Virkler and Bro. Dan and Sis. Deb

Stoller (Remington). We wish them

God’s continued blessings in their

life together.

We appreciate those who have la-

bored in the Word this past month.

Visiting ministers include Bro. Tom

Leman (Sis. Marlene, Denver), Bro.

Galen Rokey (Sis. Nancy, Bern), El-

der Bro. Curt Frank (Sis. Lila, La-

Crosse), Bro. Dan Stoller (Sis. Deb,

Remington), Bro. Chris Wuethrich

(Sis. Carla, St. Louis), Bro. Dan

Nieman (Sis. Lea, Remington), Bro.

Craig Stickling (Sis. Jacki, Peoria),

Bro. Glen Steiner (Sis. Rachel, Win-

throp), and Bro. Dave Hartter (Sis.

Beth, Sabetha).

Bro. Bob and Sis. Sally Rinken-

berger have recently moved to our

area. We welcome them and their

daughter Rachel to our congrega-

tion and hope they feel God’s near-

ness in the coming days.

We have felt the loss of a dear Sis-

ter in Christ lately, as Sis. Martha

Rinkenberger has passed from this

life to an eternal one. May the family

feel the comfort of the Holy Spirit in

this time of sorrow... “But thanks be

to God, which giveth us the victory

through our Lord Jesus Christ.” I

Cor. 15:57

Note of Thanks:

We would like to express our

heartfelt appreciation for all the

prayers and support shown to us

during the time of our mother’s de-

clining health and especially since

her recent death. The Family of God

is so precious.

Sincerely,

Bro. Byron and Sis. Mary

Schrock

Bro. Mike and Sis. Pat Rinken-

berger

Bro. Dale and Sis. Rachel Zelt-

wanger

Tim and Gwenn Rinkenberger

Bro. Jake and Sis. Glenna

Rinkenberger and our families

______________

ILLINOIS, ELGIN
Amy Gasser

Miriam Gasser
We thank Bro. Kim Sutter (Tay-

lor,MO)forministeringtousduring

a recent visit.

June 26 was Bro. Kyle and Sis.

Melissa Hangartner’s last Sunday

inElginbeforerelocatingtoGridley,

IL. Their time with us was a bless-

ing, leaving many new friendships

and memories of their love and ser-

vice.

Bro. Mark Wewetzer and Sis.

Debbie Kellenberger (Bro. Greg)

were selected as new Sunday School

teachers and have our prayerful

support. We thank Bro. Dave

Stieglitz and Sis. Julie Kellenberger

for their past years of service.

Sis.CoraSchambach (Bro.Bill) is

on a gradual road to recovery, after

having shoulder surgery.

Sis. Lillian Bohlin would appreci-

ate being remembered in prayer, as

she struggles with cancer and vari-

ous infirmities. Her distance from

churchmakesother formsofcontact

especially welcome.

______________

ILLINOIS, EUREKA
Dee Baer

Jodi Blunier
RobertGetz (Bro.Wayneand Sis.

Mary) and Emily Schmidgall (Bro.

Mark and Sis. Lisa) were bound in

holy matrimony.

Hannah Braker (Bro. Phil and

Sis. Rebecca) and Mariah Schieler

(Bro. Ted and Sis. Peg) have taken

themost importantstep in life, seek-

ing their soul’s salvation.

Bro. Bruce and Sis. Sheri Martin

have become first-time grandpar-

ents with the birth of Harlow Grace

to Brad Martin and Ashley Davis.

Those recovering from hospital

stays are Bro. Richard Frank, Sam-

uel Cottrell (Bro. John and Sis. Glo-

ria), Roland Martin (Sis. Deloris)

and Sis. Mary Baer.

Sis. Wendy Blunier (Bro. Roger)

grieved the loss of her mother, Sis.

Beulah Enhle (Bro. Dave). Funeral

services were held in Princeville

church.
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Visiting ministers this month

were Bro. Kent Getz (Elgin, IA),

Bro. Don Manz (Junction, OH), Bro.

Wayne Leman (Roanoke), Bro. Jeff

Wiegand (Goodfield), Elder Bro.

Dave Graf (Akron, OH), Bro. Tim

Zimmerman (Lamont-Gridley, KS),

Bro. Jon Zeller (Morton), Bro. Mark

Steiner (Smithville, OH),Bro.Floyd

Frieden (Elgin, IA) and Bro. Beirne

Messner (Morris, MN).

______________

ILLINOIS, FAIRBURY
Angela Herr
Kay Steffen

OnJune26,wewereprivileged to

gather with our youth for our an-

nual Sunday School Picnic which

marks the end of the Sunday School

term. We would like to thank Bro.

Darren Fehr (Sis. Kendra), Bro.

Doug Steidinger (Sis. Dixie), and

Sis. Carol Kafer (Bro. Ben) for their

time of teaching our youth and pray

that God will bless them for their la-

bors of love. We give our support to

Bro. Jeff Stoller (Sis. Janelle), Bro.

Grant Hartman (Sis. Amy), and Sis.

Amy Zehr (Bro. Nelson) who have

been called to teach our Sunday

School students.

We rejoice with Bro. Grant and

Sis. Amy Hartman as they welcome

another baby boy, Reid Douglas, ar-

riving on June 25. Happy brothers

are Evan and Collin. Reid’s grand-

parents are Bro. John and Sis. Rose-

mary Hartman and Sis. Sherri

Schlatter (late Bro. Mark, Forrest,

IL).

Thus united and in concord

let us walk the path of life;

Hand in hand, O may love bind us

for each other’s welfare strive.

Zion’s Harp #237, vs. 1

On June 29, many of us gathered

together in Forrest for the marriage

vows of Bro. Bryan Steffen and Sis.

Debbie Stork. Parents of this couple

are Bro. Chris and Sis. Kay Steffen

and Elmer and Darlene Stork (For-

rest, IL). We wish them God’s rich

blessings as they walk the path of

life together and we welcome Sis.

Debbie to our congregation.

We bid farewell to our Bro. Wil-

liam Streib who passed away on

June 28. May God comfort and be

near his wife, Sis. Dorothy, and

daughters, Trudy (Owen) Fagot and

Tammy (Arnie Munz) Streib, both

of Fairbury, and Tina (Dennis)

MielnikowskiofCarpentersville, IL.

Visiting ministers serving our

congregation this month were Bro.

Darren Fehr (West Bend, IA) and

Bro. Paul Schmidgall (Morris, MN).

We are thankful and encouraged by

these brothers as they bring forth

God’s Holy Word.

The engagement of Bro. Joel

Hartman (Bro. John and Sis. Rose-

mary) to Sis. Lanae Frank (Bro.

Curt and Sis. Kathy, Oakville, IA)

was announced on July 10. May

God’s blessings be with this couple

as they take this step in faith.

Our thoughts and prayers have

been with Sis. Mary Plattner (Elder

Bro. Rick) and Sis. Linda Fehr (Bro.

Kenny) as they both have had sur-

gery recently. May God heal and

provide forthesedearsistersaccord-

ing to His will.

______________

ILLINOIS, FORREST
Lisa Aberle

Lynn Dotterer

In sorrow and pain, thy trust to re-

tain,

in Jesus the merciful Saviour.

When burdened with care,

when thou wouldst despair,

then call on thy loving Redeemer.

He’ll lighten the load, and level the

road,

and bear thee on hands of compas-

sion.

Zion’s Harp #46, verses 1-3

Our Sis. Edna Wiegand passed

away. We extend our love and sym-

pathy to her sisters, Sis. Laura

Wenger and Sis. Wilma Fischer

(Roanoke, IL), and her many nieces

and nephews. May God comfort

your hearts.

Beth Ifft (Bro. Duane and Sis.

Mary), Bro. Levi Edelman (Sis.

Donna), Bro. Earl Gerber (Sis. Es-

ther), Bro. Elmer Stoller (Sis.

Rosetta), Sis. Melba Zimmerman

(Bro. Allen), and Bro. Bryan Aberle

(Sis.Lisa)wereourhospital andsur-

gical patients this month. We thank

God for the progress made, and con-

tinue to pray for healing where

needed.

A new baby is always exciting

news. Bro. Don, Barb, Shelby, Da-

kota, Skyler, and Keegan Hall wel-

comed Kiera Lee Anne into their

family. Her grandparents are Bro.

Dean and Sis. Robin Kupferschmid

and Mary Hall (Mahomet, IL).

Justin David Dotterer joined the

family of Bro. Andy, Sis. Valarie,

Jesse, Anna, Kaylee, and RaeLynn.

Justin’s thankful grandparents are

Bro. Bob and Sis. Sally

Rinkenberger (Congerville, IL) and

Dale and Sis. Elaine Dotterer.

We rejoice with Blake Kilgus

(Bro. Kevin and Sis. Denise) as he

hasansweredthecall torepentance!

Bro. Bryan Steffen (Bro. Chris

and Sis. Kay, Fairbury, IL) and Sis.

Debbie Stork (Elmer and Darlene)

were joined in marriage. Kyle

Steidinger (Doug and Karen) and

Sarah Ifft (Bro. Duane and Sis.

Mary) also exchanged wedding

vows. May God bless these couples

as they begin their lives together.

We thank Elder Bro. Rick

Plattner (Fairbury, IL), Bro. Paul
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Kilgus (Fairbury, IL), Bro. John

Hartman (Fairbury, IL), and Bro.Al

Schambach (Remington, IN) for

ministering to us this month.

Note of Thanks:

A deep heartfelt thank you to all

you dear ones that remembered us

with prayers, helps, cards and visits

during the time of my stroke. It was

very helpful and appreciated. May

the grace and blessings of the Lord

be with you all.

Bro. Wayne & Sis. Judy Anliker

______________

ILLINOIS, GOODFIELD
Melissa Rokey
Kayla Wiegand

Haste and seek your soul’s salvation;

Heed the Word of God today!

Haste to flee His condemnation;

Seek the straight and narrow way.

Evil are the worldly pleasures,

Leading to eternal fire;

Seek the everlasting treasure,

Ere the day of grace expire.

Zion’s Harp #52, verse 1

Wearesothankful for threemore

souls that have come by faith and

surrendered their life over to Christ

in repentance. Mallory Bauman

(Bro. Andy and Sis. Rita), Brittany

Rieke (Bro. Brian and Sis. Lisa), and

David Roth(Kasey), sonofBro.Alan

and Sis. Joanne Roth. We trust that

they will continue to feel God’s pres-

ence and His leading in their life.

Bro. Jon Zimmerman (the late

Sis. Jan, Morton, IL) and Sis. Inge

Zimmerman (the late Bro.

Dean) were united in marriage

on June 26. Sis. Inge is the mother of

Sis. Jill Rocke (Bro. Luke) and Jason

Zimmerman (Kim). We pray that

God will bless them and their fami-

lies.

Sis. Geraldine Leman (Bro. Mil-

ton) from Eureka passed away June

29. She was the mother of Bro. Sam

Plattner (Sis. Pat) and Bro. Dan

Plattner (Sis. Jayne). We want to ex-

tendourdeepestsympathy,andcon-

tinued prayers to each of these

families;maytheyknowthecomfort

that He alone can give.

“Ye shall walk after the Lord

your God, and fear him, and keep his

commandments, and obey his voice,

and ye shall serve him, and cleave

unto him.”

Deuteronomy 13:4

OnJuly17,wewitnessedthebap-

tismsofAlexandCassieKnepp(Bro.

Rich and Sis. Janet, Roanoke, IL,

and Bro. Roger and Sis.

Trish Gerber) and Marisa Wiegand

(Bro. Brad and Sis. Karen). We want

to thank Elder Bro. Tom Hoffman

(Sis. Kathy, Roanoke, IL) and Elder

Bro. Earl Ringger (Sis. Dixie,

Gridley, IL) for their labors.

We rejoice with Clint

Schumacher (Bro. Dan and Sis.

Heidi) as he has found peace with

God and man. Our prayers continue

for him.

We want to congratulate Tyler

and Abbie Getz on the birth of their

first child, Tanner Lee. We pray that

God’s blessings and grace will be

uponthemastheyraisehim.Grand-

parents of Tanner are Mark and

Connie Rocke and Bro. Tim and Sis.

Kim Getz.

Our visiting ministers this past

month included: Bro. James Knapp

(Lisa, Congerville, IL), Bro. Bob

Pflederer(Sis.Eleanor,Morton,IL),

Bro. Ed Sauder (Sis. Bonnie,

Roanoke, IL). We are thankful for

their labors.

We want to remember our dear

Sis. Evelyn Hofmann in prayer as

she has had some health issues and

has been unable to come to church

recently.

______________

ILLINOIS, GRIDLEY
Perry A. Klopfenstein

We are pleased that we have sev-

eral new members in the body of

Christ. They are Sisters Joanna

Wellwood, Emily Wettstein, Madi-

son Kupferschmidt, Bethan Schlipf,

and Lexi Stoller, and Brothers John

Wellwood, Seth Kaeb, Joe Stuckel,

and Colin Wettstein. We had bap-

tisms on two Sundays. Elder Bro.

Steve Gutwein (Francesville, IN)

washereonthe firstSunday,andEl-

der Bro. John Laukhuf (Latty, OH)

helped on the second Sunday. We

thank God for these blessings. Bro.

Mark Wettstein was here on July 24

as a visiting minister.

Bro. Stan Ringger had a second

brain surgery, and we are praying

for his recovery.

Bro. Kyle and Sis. Melissa

Hangartner are moving to Gridley,

and we welcome them into our local

congregation.

Lewis John Hill was born to Bro.

John and Sis. Marissa Hill on June

30. He is their first child. Grandpar-

ents are Bro. Curt and Sis. Norma

Witzig, and Larry and Stephanie

Hill, Minonk. May God grant wis-

dom in training up this young child

in the ways of the Lord.

Our new Sunday School teachers

are: Bro. Grant DesCarpentrie, and

Sisters Crystal Hodel, Peg Stoller,

and Amy Schlipf. Our new trustee is

Bro. Dennis Hodel. Song Leaders

are: Bros. Sean Cornell and Grant

DesCarpentrie. Selected for the

Sunrise Manor Board was Bro.

McLane Steidinger. Our Gateway

Woods representative is Bro. Roger

Wiegand.

Danny Kaupp is engaged to be

married to Courtney Sharp on De-

cember 17, 2011. He is the son of
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Bro. Tim and Sis. Betty Kaupp, and

she is the daughter of Larry and

Sherry Sharp of Bloomington.

______________

ILLINOIS, MORTON
Annette Tanner

Julie Bahr
As she sat in silence in the church

bench, tears were noted to be trick-

lingdownhercheeks,theyounglady

commented, “What a BEAUTIFUL

song.” She was commenting on the

song that had just been sung, “Jesus

Loves Me!” Having never been to

church before, the young lady was

invited by a friend to attend a

Sunday together. Her greatest im-

pression was the words to a song we

frequently sing without committing

the words to a lot of thought. “Yes -

Jesus Loves Me – take this heart of

mine make it pure and wholly

Thine!”

Visiting ministers, Bro. Curt

Kaufman (Sis. Caroline, Tucson)

and Bro. Justin Koch (Sis. Marcia,

Washington), gave of themselves for

our benefit. Bro. Justin gave our

Family Worship Topic, “A Father’s

Love!”

Our sympathy is shared with

Bro. Howard Zobrist (Sis. Helen) in

the passing of his brother, Wayne

Zobrist, Indiana.

Congratulations on the wedding

engagement of Sis. Leah

Zimmerman to Bro. Ryan Graf,

made known on July 10. Bro. Ryan

is currently from Chicago and is the

son of Bro. Ed and Sis. Deb Graf

from Leo. Sis. Leah is the daughter

of Sis. Jane and Bro. Doug

Zimmerman, Morton.

Congratulations to Bro. Roger

and Sis. Margie Ackerman who wel-

come a new grandson. On June 29,

Wyatt Lewis was welcomed into the

home of Adam and Linsey and big

sister, Audrey Ackerman.

Verythankfulparents,Bro.Todd

and Sis. Wendy Sauder, along with

children, Caleb, Tori, Savannah,

Colt, and Jesse, welcome a new

son/brother, Joshua, into their

hearts and home. Joshua is 5 years

old and is a special needs child from

Russia. Praise God for His goodness

and mercies! Grandparents are El-

der Bro. Ted and Sis. Cindy Witzig

and Bro. Bruce and Sis. Becky

Sauder, Morton.

Added blessings to the Witzig

family continue as little girl Lilly

from China is added to the family of

Andy and Erin, Samantha, Zoe, Will

and Charlie Witzig. Elder Bro. Ted

Sr. and Sis. Cindy Witzig and Bro.

Dennis and Sis. Beth Mott are the

thankful grandparents.

Congratulations to grandpar-

ents, Bro. Doug and Sis. Gerry

Kruse, as they welcome a new baby

boy. Tim and Jessie Mueller, along

with Kailie and Rya, adopted baby

boy Cruz William into their hearts

and home.

______________

ILLINOIS, PEORIA
Pam Fritzenmeier

“Likewise, I sayuntoyou, there is

joy in the presence of the angels of

God over one sinner that

repenteth.”

Luke 15:10

We, likewise, rejoice with the

family of Bro. Rudy Hoerr who was

baptized in his home July 9, at 90

years of age. His parents were Bro.

Dave and Sis. Rose Hoerr. We also

are thankful to report four young

converts. They are Clayton Grassi

(Bro.JohnandSis.Cheryl),Hannah

Reinhard (Bro. Tim and Sis. Joan),

Maddie Waibel (Bro. Matt and Sis.

Lisa), andLoganSauder (Bro.David

and Sis. Rachel).

Many families enjoyed the food,

fellowship and games at our annual

Sunday School picnic held June 26.

May God bless all the teachers for

their months of teaching our youth

to “Fear God and keep His com-

mandments” (Eccles. 12:15).

Several families have lain to rest

loved ones this month. Keith

Schafer passed away June 21. He

was the father of Kim (Jon)

Hangartner and Todd (Melissa)

Schafer, as well as the former hus-

band of Sis. Barb Schafer. On July 7,

Sis. Gladys (Bro. Richard) Binkele

passed away. She was the mother of

Sis. JoAnne (Bro. Joe) Hoerr. We ex-

tendoursympathyandprayerstoall

familymembersofthesedearones.

Please pray for Sis. Barb Schafer

as she continues to battle cancer,

and for Rich (Bonnie) Hodel recov-

ering from surgery.

Our thanks to Bro. John Lehman

(Sis. Ruth Ann, Wolcott, IN) for his

willingness to minister at the jail

and then at our afternoon service

July 17.

We extend a warm welcome to

Bro. Karl Kirsch, who moved here

from West Lafayette, IN. At the

same time, we say goodbye to Bro.

Ryan and Sis. Alyssa Funk and

Abram, as they move to Milwaukee

where Bro. Ryan plans to attend col-

lege.

Remember to pray for our loved

ones serving on the mission field, in-

cluding Bro. Jonathan and Sis. Bere

Aupperle and Bro. Zack Knobloch in

Magdalena and those serving in

Haiti, even as the Reinhards are

here for a time in the U.S.

______________

ILLINOIS, PRINCEVILLE
Gloria White
Linda Joos

We were blessed with many visit-

ing ministers this month.Theywere
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Bro. Greg Rassi (Chicago, IL), Bro.

Dennis Rassi (Austin, TX), Bro. Ken

Schneider (Remington, IN), Bro.

Ned Stoller (Alto, MI), Bro. Matt

Oesch (Alto, MI), Bro. John Bradle

(Roanoke, IL), Bro. Brian Waibel

(Champaign, IL), Bro. John

Hartman (Fairbury, IL), and Bro.

Gary Maibach (Smithville, OH). We

are very appreciative of their efforts

to serve us.

Thus united and in concord

Let us walk the path of life;

Hand in hand, O may love bind us

For each other’s welfare strive.

Zion’s Harp #237

Sis. Luann Martin (Bro. Sam and

Sis. Mary) and Bro. Neil Stoller

(Bro. Steve and Sis. Anna Marie, La-

Crosse, IN) were united in holy mat-

rimony on Sunday, July 10. We wish

them God’s richest blessings as they

unite their lives together.

Bro. Dick Graham has been our

recent hospital patient. We pray the

Lord will continue to heal and give

him strength. We wish to remember

those in prayer who are unable to

come to the house of worship.

OurloveandprayersarewithSis.

Mary (Bro. Bruce) Stoller in the loss

of her dear father, Bro. Al

Langhofer, fromthecongregationof

Wichita, KS. May God be their com-

fort in the days ahead.

______________

ILLINOIS, ROANOKE
Jamie Hodel
Judy Sauder

Hosea 12:6: “Therefore turn

thou to thy God, keep mercy and

judgment and wait on thy God con-

tinually.” We are thankful for the

working of God in the life of Lauren

Schroeder (Bro. Duane and Sis. Ra-

chel) who has begun seeking the

Lord in repentance.

On June 26 our annual Sunday

School picnic was held marking the

end of another Sunday School year.

We pray God will bless each teacher

who has brought forth the Word to

our children.

Our sympathies are with Sis.

Marge Fischer in the passing of her

brother, Bro. Ralph (Sis. Esther)

Stoller (Latty) on June 14. Our

prayers are also with Sis. Sally

Blunier in the passing of her

brother, Delbert (Ada) Magers of

Norris City, IL, on June 19, and also

her sister, Mildred Moore of Nor-

mal, who passed away in March.

We were thankful to have Bro.

Clark Stoller (Gridley) with our con-

gregation on July 3.

My Father’s way may twist and turn

My heart may throb and ache,

But in my soul I’m glad I know

He maketh no mistake.

For bye and bye the mist will lift

And plain it all He’ll make

Through all the way, though dark to

me

He made not one mistake.

We continue to pray for those in

our congregation having health is-

sues. We are lifting up Bro. Jim (Sis.

Doris) Hodel, Sis. Helen Leman,

Bro. Merlyn (Sis. Jan) Getz, and

Bro. Walt (Sis. Mary) Schwind,

prayingthateachof these lovedones

can feel the nearness and peace of

God.

Note of Thanks:

Merlyn Getz and family want to

thank the churches and the commu-

nity for their prayers, gifts, cards,

and words of encouragement during

his illness. He is putting everything

in God’s hands and will accept His

will.Godunderstandstears.We love

youallandappreciateasmall town.

______________

ILLINOIS, TREMONT
Teresa Rowell
Janice Sauder

“Now the Lord of peace himself

give you peace always by all means.

The Lord be with you all.”

II Thess. 3:16

Each oneofusneedsthis reassur-

ing, calmness of mind that can only

come from our Lord. Our congrega-

tion is especially praying for these

loved ones: Bro. Derek and Sis.

Leann Sauder, and their children,

Lexi, Wesley, and Whitley, as they

will be in Bloomington, IN, forseven

weeks for Bro. Derek’s radiation

treatments; Sis. Susan Koch (Bro.

Roger and Sis. Sally) as she has

moved and is starting her teaching

at the preschool in Athens, AL; and

finally, Sis. Sarah Frank (Bro. Doug

and Sis. Cheri) as she is leaving to

begin her teaching at the school on

the CVE campus at Magdalena,

Mexico. May “the grace of our Lord

Jesus Christ” surely be with them!

We want to thank Elder Bro. Earl

Ringger (Gridley, IL) for coming to

share his Topical Lesson on Biblical

prophecy, especially as found in

Ezekiel. Wedon’twant to ignore the

world events that seem to be point-

ing to fulfillment of more of the

prophecies of old.

Congratulations to first-time

parents, Bro. Rollyn and Sis. Su-

zanneAberle,astheywelcomehome

Ava Jean. Bro. Pete and Sis. Debbie

Aberlearehappytohaveanother lit-

tle granddaughter. We also rejoice

with Steve and Sis. Sara Garman at

the birth of their first grandson,

Jude Zachariah. He is the first child

of Zach and Carmen Garman, of

Mount Vernon, IL.

We pray that Sis. Eunice Rowell

has a good recovery after her stay at
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thehospital. MayGodblessherwith

His presence.

______________

ILLINOIS, WASHINGTON
Linda Folkerts
Nancy Leman

We are thankful for the dear

brothers who have visited our con-

gregation and shared God’s Word

with us this past month. On July 3

we welcomed Bro. Larry Bahr (Sis.

Julie, Fort Scott) and Bro. Joe

Klotzle (Sis. Sue, Altadena); on July

17, Bro. James Fehr (Sis. Brenda,

Tremont) and Bro. Matt Gerber

(Sis. Ruth, Ixtlan, Mexico); on July

24, Bro. Jim Meiss (Sis. Candy,

Phoenix) and Bro. Bill Schick (Sis.

Joan, Magdalena, Mexico); and for

our monthly Bible Study on July 20,

Bro. Matt Steffen (Sis. Deanna,

Princeville). May God bless these

dear ones for their service in the

Lord.

It was with sadness yet joy for a

victory won that we said farewell to

our Bro. Dean Kellenberger on July

9. Less than a year ago, Bro. Dean

wasable togive his testimonyandbe

baptized, much to his joy and the joy

of our congregation. We give our

sympathy to his three children, Ja-

son (& Melissa), Heather, and Brent

Kellenberger, and to his brothers,

Bro. Ron (Sis. Carole) and Bro.

Randy (Sis. Ruth) Kellenberger of

our church family, and Steven

Kellenberger of Peoria, and his sis-

ter, Marcia Shirley, of Texas.

We also extend our sympathy to

Bro. Larry and Sis. Marilyn Leman

in the loss of his stepmother, Sis.

Geraldine Leman (Bro. Milton) of

Eureka, and to Bro. Byron and Sis.

Mary Schrock in the loss of her

mother,Sis.MarthaRinkenberger.

Weareprayerful forourdearBro.

Harold Meiss as he underwent sur-

gery and is now recuperating in his

home. May he feel our love and

prayers.

Many from our church attended

our annual Sunday School Picnic on

July 10. What a blessing for old and

young alike to enjoy a lovely after-

noon in the fellowship of the “family

of God”.

Note of Thanks:

A note of sincere thanks from the

family of Bro. Dean Kellenberger,

for themanycards,giftsandvisits to

Dean during his illness, including a

special thanks to the staff at the Eu-

reka Home for their loving care of

our dad and brother.

In Christ’s love,

The Dean Kellenberger Family

______________

INDIANA, BLUFFTON
Kim Meyer

Suzie Fiechter

“God be merciful unto us, and

bless us; and cause His face to shine

upon us; That Thy way may be

known upon earth, Thy saving

health among all nations.”

Psalm 67: 1-2

On Sunday afternoon, July 10,

our congregation was honored to

host a special “sending” service for

our Bro. Allen and Sis. Susan

Stoller.Theywillbeserving inAddis

Ababa, Ethiopia. We were reminded

that God has blessed us for the pur-

pose of using us to bless others.

Christ commanded us all to “Go…

and teach all nations”. While some

of us are called to physically go, oth-

ers of us are called to “go” with our

faithful support: our resources, our

communication, and mostly, our

prayers. It’s exciting to see God

working in our lives as we surrender

all to Him. It is His work! How much

do we want to be involved? Our love

and support have also followed Sis.

Alyssa Meyer and Sis. Lisa (Bro.

Bruce) Aschliman to Magdalena,

MX this summer.

“…there is joy in the presence of

the angels of God over one sinner

that repenteth.”

Luke 15:10

There is great joy in Heaven as

well as here in Bluffton over souls

coming to Christ in humble repen-

tance. Janae Detweiler (Joe and

Andria), granddaughter of Bro. Al

and Sis. Becky Pfister, Colt

Rinkenberger (Bro. Linc and Sis.

Catrina), Anna Kaehr (Bro. Jon and

Sis. Juli), Aubrey Gerber (Bro. Ked

and Sis. Joanne), and Paige Meyer

(Bro. Denny and Sis. Kathy) have

turned their backs to the world to

follow Him. Yet we are not satisfied.

Wepleadwith Godtokeepcalling, to

do whatever it takes to bring more

soulstobrokennessandrepentance!

We also rejoice with Bro. Kyle

Gerber (Bro. Kent and Sis. Kim) and

Sis. Dionne Maller (Bro. Bob and

Sis. Kim) on their engagement. Bro.

MarkMaller (Bro.BobandSis.Kim)

married Sis. Staci Troxel (Bro. Brad

and Sis. Dahlys) and Bro. Bart

Frauhiger (Bro. Kris and Sis. Ann)

married Sis. Tara Schwalbach (Jim

and Dawn, Erin, WI). May God

richly bless each of these couples as

they begin their lives together to His

glory!

Congratulations to Bro. Steve

and Sis. Jan Kaehr on the birth of

their grandson, Hutch Markus. His

parents are Clint and Melissa

Kaehr. Bro. Ked and Sis. Joanne,

Taylor, Cordin, Aubrey and Kyler

Gerber welcome little Jenasia Kay

into their family circle. Also opening

their hearts and arms are grandpar-

ents, Bro. Mike and Sis. Cheryl
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Gerber and Bro. Hartzell and Sis.

Mary Kaisner (Detroit).

Blessed by the presence of the

Holy Spirit, the young group, their

parents, and others enjoyed a pre-

sentation “United We Stand, Di-

vided We Fall” on Sunday evening,

June 26. We were each challenged

and encouraged in our Christian

walk and strengthened in the unity

of our beloved brotherhood.

Our desire is for healing, yet we

pray for God’s will to be done in the

lives of those who have been hospi-

talized or ill. Our prayers are with

Bro. Dick Clark, Bro. Steve (Sis.

Renee) Reinhard, Bro. Al (Sis. Joli)

Gerber, Bro. Zach (Sis. Jenny)

Bertsch, Bro. Gerald (Sis. Eunice)

Fiechter, Sis. Mary (Bro. Carl)

Fiechter and others who are strug-

gling with the weaknesses of our

flesh. They help us all to realize that

this earth is not our home. We are

just passing through!

Our love and prayers have been

with Bro. Les and Sis. Carolyn

Meyer as they mourn the loss of her

earthly father, Merl Williams.

______________

INDIANA

BLUFFTON NORTH
Jessie Longenberger

Amy Moser

“Let not your heart be troubled,

neither let it be afraid.”

John 14:27

June is a very exciting time for

our Sunday School students. They

participated in Vacation Bible

School from June 6-17. This year’s

theme was ‘He is Holy’. The stu-

dents learned new songs, listened to

stories from the Bible, developed

new friendships, did a good deed,

made a craft, and memorized Bible

verses. The last day of Bible School

was an evening program to glorify

God. Thanks to all who helped and

supported Bible School in prayer.

Our congregation was blessed

with three converts this month.

Kaitlyn Frauhiger (Bro. Jeremy and

Sis. Sally) made a beginning in her

walkwiththeLord. BradenIschand

Dustin Isch (both sons of Sis.

Brittany Isch) have also chosen to

seek the Lord in repentance.

In the midst of joy is also sorrow

amongus. WeholdthefamilyofBro.

RockyandSis.MelindaGiltnerupin

prayer with the passing of her fa-

ther, Bro. Al Langhofer.

Sis. Caroyn Roberts requested

the prayers of her church family as

she underwent knee surgery. She

will be at the BRMC for an extended

stay.

WearealsokeepingourSis.Phyl-

lis Bucher (Bro. Nile) in our prayers.

Sis. Phyllis is recovering at home af-

ter surgery due to a broken leg.

______________

INDIANA, FRANCESVILLE
Mildred Clauss

Jacki Huber

“My grace is sufficient for thee:

for my strength is made perfect in

weakness.”

II Cor. 12:9

These words of Jesus are com-

forting when we feel our own weak-

ness and turn to Him to strengthen

us. We know that “good” does not

come of ourselves, so when we ac-

knowledge our own weakness and

ask the Lord to work, His strength is

made perfect!

We were thankful to have Bro.

Rustin Meister (Sis. Amanda, West

Lafayette, IN) and their family with

us on a recent Sunday. Bro. Rustin

shared God’s Word with us and we

were encouraged. We pray God’s

nearness and blessings upon them!

Bro. Andre Neihouser (Sis. Lois)

was hospitalized, but we are thank-

ful that he is home again. We are

thankful for God’s healing, and for

strength given.

Bro. Luke Gudeman (Bro. Randy

and Sis. Becky) is returning to Zam-

bia after spending time here with

family and friends, and we pray for

the Lord’s nearness and guidance in

his life as he works in the Lord’s

vineyard there.

Recently arriving “home” to

Francesville from the mission field

in Jamaica, Bro. Chad and Sis. Pam

Huberandtheir familyarespending

some time with loved ones here.

“Behold how good and how pleas-

ant it is for brethren to dwell to-

gether in unity!”

Psalm 133:1

______________

INDIANA
INDIANAPOLIS
Sandy Lichtle

Penny Schroder
We are always thankful when

newfamiliesandfriendsmovetoour

area. This month we welcomed

Sharon Gavrilovic, from Portland,

OR. Bro. Kevin and Sis. Laura

Gutwein and their children, Kaitlin,

Brecken, Isabella and Taye, have re-

locatedfromourWestLafayette, IN,

congregation. In addition, Bro. Ty-

ler and Sis. Jana Gerber have moved

from the Latty, OH, area. We pray

each can quickly feel at home here

withinourIndianapolis churchfam-

ily.

Bro. Derek and Sis. Leann

Sauder, from our Tremont, IL, con-

gregation, will be spending the next

couple of months in our area. Bro.

Derek will be receiving some medi-

cal treatments. We pray that God

can provide healing and that they
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can feel welcomed and supported

during their time with us. Their

children, Lexi, Wesley and Whitley,

are here with them, also.

Three in our Sunday School have

chosen to live their life for the Lord.

Melissa Gudeman (Bro. Tim and

Sis. Mim), Justin Lichtle (Bro. John

and Sis. Sandy) and Graham

Stieglitz (Bro. Greg and Sis. Lisa)

each began their repentance within

the past month. We pray for God’s

guidance for each of them.

Bro. Orlyn Fehr shared his testi-

mony with our church the weekend

of July 17. It was encouraging to

hear of God’s love and continual de-

sire for us to draw near to Him. We

appreciated having Elder Bro. John

Jackson (Sis. Peggy, Bay City, MI)

and Elder Bro. Wayne Banwart (Sis.

Charlen,Champaign, IL) with us for

the testimony and services on

Sunday.

In addition to the ministers listed

above, we were blessed by the fol-

lowing ministers with us this past

month: Bro. Tom Bolliger (Sis.

Jane, Tremont, IL), Bro. Kevin

Knapp (Sis. Dixie, Bloomington,

IL), Bro. Richard Aberle (Sis.

LaNae, Atlanta, GA), Elder Bro.

Steve Ringger (Sis. Myra, Bluffton

North, IN), Elder Bro. John

Laukhuf (Latty, OH), Bro. Ned

Bahler (Sis. Anna, Fairbury, IL) and

Bro. Fred Witzig (Sis. Nancy, Wash-

ington, IL).

______________

INDIANA, LACROSSE
Julie Rocke

Meagan Frank
Once again, we are rejoicing that

a lost sheep has been found by the

Good Shepherd and come into the

fold. Bro. Dean Nelson shared his

testimony of faith and was baptized,

reminding us of the importance of

shining our lights to those in our

church family and beyond.

We are thankful the Lord contin-

ues to bless His children with peace.

Our convert Jeremy Johnson feels

at peace with God and man; we look

forward to hearing his testimony

and witnessing his baptism, Lord

willing, in the near future.

Elder Bro. Steve Sauder (Sis.

Mary, Tremont, IL) was here to as-

sist Bro. Curt with the baptism, and

Bro. James Knapp (Sis. Lisa,

Congerville, IL) ministered to us

this month as well. May the Lord

richly bless these brothers for their

service of love.

Although we have no high school

graduates, our friend Josh Troxel

(Bro. Tom and Sis. Luann) gradu-

ated from college this spring. We

congratulatehimandwill beprayer-

ful as he looks to the future.

We recently spent time cleaning

our church building and landscap-

ing. What a blessing it was to share,

as a church family, the care of our

Lord’s house.

______________

INDIANA, LEO
Kirby Reutter

So much has happened in Leo

this summer that it will be difficult

to fit everything into a single article.

Perhaps the best way to summarize

the past few months is simply to say

that the Spirit is at work and the wa-

ters have been stirred once again!

For starters, we are thrilled to re-

port a string of engagements. First,

Sis. Ann Jacobs was recently an-

nounced to Bro. Nathaniel Smith

from our beloved congregation in

Kansas City. Nathaniel’s parents

are Ron and Sis. Diane Smith from

Kansas City, while Ann’s parents

are Girard and Sis. Diana Jacobs

from Bay City. Ann has worshipped

with us here in Leo for the past four

years. In particular, Ann spent

three years as an Assistant House-

parent and then one year as a

Teacher’s Aid at the Gateway

School. While we will deeply miss

Ann’spresenceandwonderfulsense

of humor at Gateway Woods, we are

fully aware that Leo’s loss will be

Kansas City’s gain. Thus, according

to God’s perfect economy, every-

thing will balance out! It is also in-

teresting to note that Ann’s life

journey has taken her from Bay City

to Kansas City. We likewise are all

ona journeyfromonecity toanother

(Hebrew 13:14).

Secondly, another engagement

was recently announced between

Bro. Tyler Stieglitz and Sis. Abby

Klopfenstein, both from our beloved

congregation right here in Leo. Ac-

cording to several local sources, this

has been the first Leo-to-Leo en-

gagement in decades. Abby’s par-

ents are Bro. Loren and Sis. Rita

Klopfenstein, while Tyler’s parents

are Bro. Steve and Sis. Jane

Stieglitz. Another interesting fact:

Both Loren and Rita as well as Jane

and Steve were likewise announced

for betrothal on the same day in

1982. Incidentally, Steve serves on

our Leo pulpit as one of beloved min-

isters of the gospel. In addition,

Jane’s brother was recently killed in

a tragic motor-vehicle accident.

Thus, we both rejoice and mourn

with this family during this bitter-

sweet time of transition (Ecclesias-

tes 3:1; Romans 12:15). Finally, it is

also noteworthy that Abby likewise

served as an Assistant Houseparent

for two years. Here at Gateway, we

are used to losing our assistants to

greener pastures. However, we

never lose hope that they may some-

day return to Gateway with their

dear husbands as Main House-

parents!

Thirdly, the engagement of Bro.
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Ryan Graf from our beloved congre-

gation in Chicago was also recently

announcedtoSis.LeahZimmerman

from our dear congregation in Mor-

ton. Leah’s parents are Bro. Doug

and Sis. Jane Zimmerman from

Morton, while Ryan’s parents are

Bro. Ed and Sis. Deb Graf from Leo.

Ed and Deb have both served the

Gatewaycommunity formanyyears

in various capacities. Ed and Deb

originally came to Gateway to serve

as Houseparents in 1994. Thus, lit-

tle Ryan spent 5.5 years of his life

rightoncampus! Inaddition,Edhas

served as our Residential Director

for the past twelve years, while Deb

served as the Teacher’s Aid at the

Gateway School for eight years, and

more recently as one of our

Home-Based Counselors for the

past two years.

In addition to multiple engage-

ments, we are also thrilled to report

an entire string of new converts!

Earlier this spring, both Caleb

Stieglitz and Andre Sauder con-

fessed repentance towards God and

faith towards Christ (Acts 20:21).

Caleb’s parents are Elder Bro. Lynn

and Sis. Leonda Stieglitz, while An-

dre’s parents are Bro. Tim and Sis.

Jenny Sauder. Bro. Lynn serves as

our local shepherd, while Bro. Tim

has served the Gateway community

for the past 26 years. For example,

Tim served as our Administrator for

the first seventeen years of his ten-

ure, and has subsequently served as

our Advancement Director ever

since.

Our more recent converts in-

cludethefollowing: AndrewFischer

(Bro. Paul and Sis. Leanne); Kacie

Klopfenstein (Bro. Loren and Sis.

Rita); Simon Schlatter (Bro. Phil

and Sis. Judy); Adam Sauder (Bro.

Tim and Sis. Jenny); and Olivia

Schumacher (Bro. Jeff and Sis.

Tina). Bro. Jeff has also served the

Gateway community for many

years. Bro. Jeff originally came to

Gateway as a Residential Counselor

in 1990; later served as the Residen-

tialDirector for fouryears;andmost

recently of all, has served as our Ad-

ministrator for the past seven years.

We rejoice with all of these converts

and their families!

It is particularly noteworthy that

Abby Klopfenstein and Kacie

Klopfenstein are both sisters, while

Andre Sauder and Adam Sauder are

both brothers, so we doubly rejoice

with these families over the Spirit’s

working!

The Leo congregation has also

been blessed with a recent influx of

young couples. These couples in-

clude Bro. Mick and Sis. Lisa

Laukhuf; Bro. Aaron and Sis.

Michelle Stoller; Bro. Tim and Sis.

Kari Stoller; and Bro. Keith and Sis.

Emily Schambach. Keith and Emily

recently relocated to the Leo area af-

ter serving for three years in

Magdalena. Thus, the Leo church

currently has young believers from

Coast to Coast and even from Mex-

ico. Welcome to Leo!

So much more has also tran-

spired in recent weeks which cannot

receive due coverage in this article.

From Vacation Bible School to

Prison Ministry to the recent Board

Meeting to Family Camp to Wycliffe

Bible Translations to the Gateway

Woods Auction, the Body of Christ

has been in constant motion. Per-

haps it is fitting to mention just two

additionalevents ingreaterdetail.

First, Bro. Zach Bertsch from our

beloved Bluffton congregation ad-

dressed the church on July 15 re-

garding his ongoing battle with

Stage 4 Colon Cancer. There were

few dry eyes as Bro. Zach spoke pas-

sionately about the lessons he has

learned from this infirmity of flesh,

and the ways in which the Lord has

redeemed these experiences for His

glory and kingdom.

Secondly,Bro.BlakeWidmerand

Sis. Tashi Bent were united in the

Lord on July 24. Our beloved Elder

Bro. Lynn Stieglitz was present in

Jamaica to lead this dear couple in

their marital pledge of mutual, life-

long service. Speaking of Jamaica,

we likewise rejoice that the Lord has

granted Bro. Kirk and Sis. Keri

Plattner and their precious children

a safe return to their mission post on

this beautiful island nation.

A very dear informant, and for-

mer Leo Silver Lining Correspon-

dent, recently slipped me a note and

requestedthe following information

to be included in this article: Sis.

Dorothy Stoller had a pacemaker

implanted and is doing well.

Furthermore, a number of be-

loved evangelists were recently kind

enough to serve the Leo congrega-

tion in the work of the gospel. These

dear ministers include the follow-

ing, in reverse chronological order:

Bro. Ed Sauder (Roanoke); Bro. Ron

Bollier (Indianapolis); Elder Bro.

Ron Messner (Washington); Bro.

Alan Schambach (Remington); and

Elder Bro. Ed Schwartz (Bluffton).

Thank you so much for leading us in

worship…and please come back!

On a similar note, a host of volun-

teers from all over the nation have

assisted the Gateway community in

amultitudeofrolesoverthepast few

months. While it is not possible to

mention every single individual nor

their respective congregations, we

trust that each name has been re-

corded in the Lamb’s Book of Life.

In short, we praise the Lord for

another month of grace and salva-

tion. We look forward to seeing ev-

eryone at the Auction in August!
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“Ho, every one that thirsteth,

come ye to the waters, and he that

hath no money; come ye, buy, and

eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk

withoutmoneyandwithoutprice.”

Isaiah 51:1

______________

INDIANA, MILFORD
Janie Price
Paula Haab

We have been so blessed this past

month in Milford with a new baby,

visitors, and a convert.

Our yearly church picnic pro-

vided an evening of good food and

fellowship with our Sunday School

teachers and their spouses planning

activities for thechildren.Weappre-

ciate their time and God given tal-

ents.

It was at our picnic, we learned

that RyanSchlipf (Bro.Rich andSis.

Kathy) has chosen to put the world

behindhimandfollowJesus.Itgives

us such joy to see this change in a

young man. We hope we can be good

examples and give good counsel so

that others can see and have this de-

sire to “Step into the waters”.

After Bible School, our monthly

Bible Study was resumedwith Elder

Bro. Bill Schlatter choosing Of-

fenses as his topic. What a warning

for us all.

Added to our future Sunday

School is Kinzy Robert Schlipf who

wasborntoBro.RobandSis.Kimon

July 1. He joins Brenner and Creed

in this happy home. His grandpar-

ents are Bro. Rich and Sis. Kathy

Schlipf and Bro. Dave and Sis. Barb

Young of Bloomington. I failed to

mention the arrival of Jace

Reinhard(Bro.MarkandSis.Angie)

a couple months ago, and he has

beentoMilfordtovisithisgrandpar-

ents, Bro. Fred and Sis. Pat Beer.

Our area attracts vacationers,

and what added blessings we receive

when theytaketimetoworship with

us. Among our many visitors were

Bro. Steve and Sis. Irene Frauhiger

and family. He was willing, along

with our own ministers, to feed us

the Living Word. May God bless all

who are willing to be used for this

work.

Bro. Regg and Sis. Beverly Beer

and Sis. Jody Beer were back home

from their labors in Ixtlan and

Magdalena fora fewweeks. Wewere

touched by their reports.

______________

INDIANA, REMINGTON
Jenni Honegger
Marcella Tyler

We once again have much cause

for rejoicing as two dear couples

have become one in the Lord and

created new families in Him. On

July 3, our Bro. Evan Stoller (Bro.

DanandSis.Deb)wedSis.Elizabeth

Virkler (Bro. Dennis and Sis. Gayle)

in her home church in Congerville.

We are so happy and thankful that

Sis. Elizabeth will now be a part of

our congregation, and we wish her

many blessings as she settles in to

her new home. We look forward to

welcoming her and getting to know

her better! The following week on

July10ourSis.MelanieBahler (Bro.

Mark and Sis. Benita) became the

bride of Bro. Ryan Schock (Bro. Dale

and Sis. Teresa, Bloomfield, IA). Al-

thoughwewillmissSis.Melanieand

hope that she and Ryan return often

for visits, we also trust that the Lord

will be near to them as they learn to

cleave to one another and to Him

during this new and precious time of

their lives.

With two wedding weekends in a

row, our church was blessed to have

several visiting ministers. On July 3

all of our home ministers were trav-

eling so we relied on Bro. Jeff Bahler

(Sis. Heidi) and Bro. John Lehman

(Sis. Ruth Anne) from Wolcott to

supply our needs on the pulpit. We

are so thankful for their willing ser-

viceandfor theclosebondsof fellow-

ship we enjoy with the Wolcott

congregation. On July 10 for Sis.

Melanie and Bro. Ryan’s wedding

we enjoyed a full pulpit of visiting

ministers as well. We thank Elder

Bro. Doug Schock (Sis. Clara) and

Bro. Joe Dotterer (Sis. Rose) from

Bloomfield, IA, along with Bro. Sam

Schlatter (Sis. Linda, Junction, OH)

and Bro. Wayne Wiegand (Sis. Rose-

mary, Goodfield, IL) for sharing the

Word with us on that joyous occa-

sion.

We want to be prayerful for

Elmer Beckley (brother to our Sis.

Velda and Sis. LaVina) as he is in the

hospital at the time of this writing.

We are also prayerful for Dave

and Charity (Bro. Phil and Sis. Di-

ane Isabell) Pratt and their chil-

dren, Chloe Anne, Genisis, and

Noah, as they embark on a new

phase of their life’s journey and

move to South Carolina. We will

miss them and hope that they visit

often, but we wish them God’s bless-

ings inDave’snewjobandlocation.

We had our annual Sunday

School picnic at the end of June.

Once again it was a blessed time of

fun and fellowship. I always enjoy

watching the children as they grow

and mature and advance to the next

classes. We pray that their faith and

desire to serve the Lord grows and

matures and advances as well until

such time that He calls them to be

His!

As the annual Conference ap-

proaches, we want to remember to

be prayerful for our Elder Brothers.

We are thankful to the brethren in

Forrest, IL, for hosting this year and

pray that it will be a blessed day for
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all.

Note of Thanks:

With deep appreciation, the fam-

ily of Bro. Edwin Bahler wishes to

thank everyone for their deeds of

kindness and sympathy at the time

of the great loss of our dear one. The

outpouring of your presence, cards,

food, and every act of sympathy was

overwhelming and humbling. May

God bless you as only God can do!

Sis. Lois Bahler and family

______________

INDIANA, SOUTH BEND
Natalie Virkler

“Precious in the sight of the

LORD is the death of His saints.”

Psalm 116:15

Bro. Marty Langhofer’s father,

Bro. Al Langhofer of our Wichita,

KS, church passed away this month.

Whatablessedlegacyheleftbehind.

We’re thankful to Bro. Tom

Troxel and his wife, Sis. LuAnn (La-

Crosse), for coming to share the

Word with us this month.

______________

INDIANA, VALPARAISO
Marguerite Hoerr

My thoughts go to lighthouses

this morning. We have had one or

two very active wind and thunder

stormsrecently. Thetownwherewe

live borders on Lake Michigan and

during these storms we think of

ships out on the lake. In times past

there were lighthouses all up and

downthecoast, flashingtheirbeams

to ships in distress and helping to

guide them to safer waters. With

modern technology, ships now have

electronic gear and computers to do

this for them so the time for the old

lighthouses and their powerful

beams is past.

They stil l stand, however,

staunch and tall, so they’ve now be-

come places of interest for tourists.

Each one could probably tell many

interesting stories. They inspired

many hymns, one of which is “Jesus

is the Lighthouse”. As nearly as I

could tell, it was written by Ronnie

Hinson. Each time I hear it I get a

lump in my throat. Those of us who

have found the light will relate to

thisbeautifulversefromthatsong:

“Oh, I thank God for the Lighthouse,

I owe my life to Him.

For Jesus is the Lighthouse,

Upon the rocks of sin

He has shone a light around me,

That I could clearly see.

If it wasn’t for the Lighthouse,

Then where would this ship be?”

Bros. Tim Bucher and Joe Feller,

and their wives, Sisters Julie and

Jackie, plus the Sunday school stu-

dents planned a very special picnic

for guests a week ago on a Saturday

night. They invited people fromsur-

rounding housing additions and

from the Homeless Shelter. Those

who attended had a very good time

and a lot of good food; plus we know

hearts fullof loveweregiventothem

also. Small numbers of people be-

come large, when all their hearts are

full of enthusiasm and love to invite

folks to share in our beautiful faith.

Thank you to everyone who worked

so hard to make this night a reality.

We don’t know at this point how

many blessings will be derived from

it, but we are optimistic that an ef-

fort like this will bear rich fruit.

We are always grateful when

ministers visit. We are especially

grateful to ministering Bro. Tom

Troxel and his wife, Sis. Luann,

from LaCrosse. He assisted Bro.

Mike Thomas this past Sunday.

Bro. Tom and Sis. Luann bring their

loving smiles with them each time

they are here and we feel joy radiate

fromthemwhentheyvisit. MayGod

bless them for their service to the

Valpo church.

Bob felt as if he received a special

blessing in this past month, when he

learned that his cousin and lifetime

friend, Ralph (Rudy) Hoerr of

Peoria, accepted the Lord into his

life and was baptized in his home.

We rejoice with Rudy and the entire

D. A. Hoerr family. Part of the spe-

cialblessingwasbeingsentapicture

of all the Hoerr siblings as they were

together for this special event. We

almost felt as if we were there with

them. Like a pebble dropped into

the water, the blessing got bigger

and bigger until it spread from

Peoria to New Buffalo, MI.

Vacation time is upon us and we

invite those of you who might be in

ourareatorememberthatwe’re just

2¾milesSouthofUS30onSR49.

______________

INDIANA
WEST LAFAYETTE

Beth Tonner
Katie Widmer

“Rejoice with them that do re-

joice, and weep with them that

weep.”

Romans 12:15

WerejoicewithBro.NickandSis.

Suzanne Gutwein on the birth of an-

other grandchild, Jude Thomas,

born to Adam and Whitney Ebert.

We also rejoice with Bro. Brian and

Sis. Lorene Furrer as they became

grandparentsagainwiththebirthof

Mason Bryant, son of Mark and

Heather Furrer. We look forward to

see this little guy grow up in West

Lafayette along with his sister

Bailey.

Our thoughts and prayers are
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with Sis. Diana Norman, with the

passing of her grandmother, Ellen

Norman.Sis.Diana hasbeena faith-

ful caretaker for many years. May

God bless your dedicated service.

Best wishes to Bro. Ned Troxel as

he will be moving to the Detroit area

for a new job. We have appreciated

his support in West Lafayette and

know he will be a blessing to the De-

troit congregation.

Congratulations to Bro. Blake

Widmer (Bro. Neal and Sis. Kris)

and Sis. Tashi Bent of Jamaica on

their wedding on July 24. We look

forward to meeting them when they

visit here in August. May God richly

bless your lives together and con-

tinue to use you for His glory.

With the summer winding down,

we look forward to the return of our

Purdue students and invite you and

your families to join us for church.

As a reminder, our new facility is lo-

cated at 6101 N CR 75 E, West La-

fayette. Sunday Service begins at

10:00 AM and Wednesday night ser-

vice singing begins at 7:00 PM.

______________

INDIANA, WOLCOTT
Sasha Kyburz

Donita Edelman
What a wonderful blessing when

a new baby arrives! We are rejoicing

with Bro. Jon and Sis. Wendy

Schwab as they celebrate the arrival

of their granddaughter, Norah

Jane, to Bro. Seth and Sis. Brandy

Beer (Phoenix, AZ). May the Lord

guide and direct this couple during

their journey through parenthood.

We were very fortunate to have

ministering Bro. Ron Isch (Sis.

Jane, Lamont-Gridley, KS) with us

for Sunday service this month.

In some way or other the Lord will

provide:

It may not be my way, it may not be

thy way;

and yet in His own way, “The Lord

will provide”.

Then we’ll trust in the Lord, and He

will provide;

yes we’ll trust in the Lord, and He

will provide.

Gospel Hymns #7

______________

IOWA, BLOOMFIELD
Rachel Stoller

As we enter the busy summer

months here in Bloomfield, we trust

in God to send us the sunshine and

rain we need. We are thankful that

He has promised to look out for His

own,andthatwedonotneedtogoon

in our own strength. We trust our

newest couple here in Bloomfield

will also trust in Him, and not in

their own strength. Bro. Ryan

Schock (Bro. Dale and Sis. Teresa)

and Sis. Melanie Bahler (Bro. Mark

and Sis. Benita, Remington, IN)

were joined as one in the Lord on

July 10. We wish them God’s near-

ness in their marriage.

______________

IOWA, BURLINGTON
Marilyn Anderson

Karla Gerst
As a congregation, we are happy

to welcome Bro. Blake Wulf home

again. He had been living in Morris,

MN, and attending church there.

We extend our sympathy to Bro.

Leroy Wulf and family on the pass-

ing of his mother, Sis. Leona Wulf of

Lester. May their precious memo-

riesofherandGod’scomfortsustain

them.

Bro. John and Sis. Ingrid Buster

welcome a new granddaughter, Ali

Rose, born July 3 to Clay and Jessica

Buster. BigbrotherAidynwelcomes

his new sister.

We were thankful to have Elder

Bro. Jon Schmidgall (Sis. Julie,

Oakville) share God’s Word with us

this past month.

______________

IOWA, ELGIN
Maria Rocke

Brianna Strahm
Our Sunday School picnic was

held the last Sunday of June at a lo-

cal park. We are thankful our Elder

Bro. Wayne Grimm (West Bend, IA)

and his wife, Sis. Rose, could be with

us for the day. We appreciate his

many labors in shepherding our

flock.

At Home, ‘tis well! There shall the

pilgrim tarry,

When tired and worn by sorrow,

grief, and strife;

In heav’n, when the hard race of

earthly life is run,

The long-borne load no more he’ll

carry.

Zion’s Harp #170

We share oursympathy with Bro.

Phil and Sis. Charlotte Waldbeser

and their family in the loss of Sis.

Charlotte’s father, Bro. Gene

Nester (Lester, IA). Also in our

thoughts are Bro. Paul and Sis. Mil-

dred Butikofer, Bro. Bert and Sis.

Beulah Butikofer, and Bro. Al and

Sis. LaVerne Butikofer. May God

comfort their hearts with the hope

of someday reuniting.

Sis. Gloria Frieden is in our

prayers as she is recovering from

surgery. May God continue to

strengthen her each day.

______________

IOWA, GARDEN GROVE
Laura Funk

May it reach our hearts, we pray

thee;

On good soil may it take root.

With Thy heav’nly blessings nour-

ished,

May it bring the pleasing fruit.

May we all in richest measure,

Lord, to Thy great joy and pleasure,

As Thy plants of honor grow!
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Amen! Yea, Lord, be it so!

Zion’s Harp # 218, vs. 2

We have enjoyed many visitors

the past few weeks. Bringing teach-

ings from the Heavenly Father in-

clude Bro. Dave Marquart (Taylor,

MO), Bro. Chuck Kellenberger

(Elgin, IL), Elder Bro. Jay Luthi

(Lamont-Gridley, KS) and Bro.

John Bradle (Roanoke, IL). We are

thankful for the visitors that accom-

pany these ministering Brothers.

WearethankfulKrisandBritany

Braun have followed the Lord’s

leading and located in Garden

Grove, moving from Denver, CO.

Britany is the daughter of Bro. Tom

and Sis. Dawn Moser.

______________

IOWA, IOWA CITY
Diana Butikofer

We are always glad to have visi-

tors which this past month included

ministers, Bro. Tom Lanz (Sis.

Mary, Oakville, IA), Bro. John

Rowell (Sis. Nelda, Burlington, IA)

and Bro. Trent Meiss (Sis. Lucy, Eu-

reka, IL). We thank each of our visi-

tors for their fellowship with us and

we thank our ministering brothers

for their willingness to speak on

God’s Word.

We look forward to the arrival of

our college students and our annual

College Student Welcome Picnic on

Sunday,September18. Weinviteall

new and returning college students

and their families to join us for wor-

ship and the picnic following the af-

ternoon service. If you or someone

youknowwillbeattendingcollege in

the Iowa City or Cedar Rapids area,

please contact Sis. Connie Gerst

(319-846-2348) as she is gathering

student contact information and

would like an RSVP for the picnic.

______________

IOWA, LESTER
Polly Metzger
Gloria Moser

Three precious baby girls have

brought much joy to their families.

Allie Jo Martin was born on June 22

to Durwin and Amy Martin. Brody

is excited to have a little sister. Ed

and Judy Martin and Bro. Jim and

Sis. Carolyn Reutter (Morris, MN)

are the thankful grandparents. Bro.

KentandSis.ElyseMoserwelcomed

Evie Marie into their family on July

17. First-time grandparents are

Bro. Denis and Sis. Jill Meyer and

Bro. Donn and Sis. Joyce Moser. On

July 18, Suzi Josephine was born to

Tim and Carla Feucht. Gabby,

Sadie, Robbyn and Reed are excited

for a new playmate. Sis. Martha

Feucht is her Grandma.

The Lord again has given

His counsel and His Will.

He came to live among us,

His promise to fulfill.

Zion’s Harp #138

Thispastmonthwehaveappreci-

ated many ministers who have

shared the wise counsel of God di-

rectedbyHisHolySpirit. Theywere

Elder Bro. Jon Schmidgall

(Oakville, IA), Bro. Bruce Frank

(Cissna Park, IL), Bro. Daren Metz

(Gridley, IL), Bro. Virg Metzger

(Chicago, IL), Bro. Wayne Fehr

(Portland, OR) and Bro. Dan Stoller

(Remington, IN). May God Bless

these brothers for sharing the Gos-

pel message.

“And the prayer of faith shall

save the sick, and the Lord shall

raise him up.”

James 5:15

Several in our church family are

suffering from physical afflictions.

Those in need of hospitalization this

past month were: Bro. Denis Meyer

(Sis. Jill), Bro. Willy Knobloch (Sis.

Helen), Tina Moser, Julie

Timmerman (Dustin), Bro. Elmer

Metzger (Sis. Mariann), Sis. Twyla

Bajema (Elder Bro. Rod) and Bro.

Art Metzger (Kristy).

Laura Molitor (Bob and Carol)

recently graduated from Kirkwood

Community College. We wish her

much success in her future endeav-

ors.

There with the angels singing,

In heaven we shall roam,

With gratitude proclaiming

We’ve reached the soul’s bright

home.

Zion’s Harp #139

After enduring several months of

pain and suffering, Bro. Eugene

Nester passed away on July 6 at the

age of 81 years. We extend our love

and sympathy to his faithful wife,

Sis. Shirley, and children: Bro. Paul

and Sis. Marie Sauder (Morris

North), Bro. Byron and Sis. Anita

Fehr (West Bend, IA), Bro. Phil and

Sis. Charlotte Waldbeser (Elgin,

IA), Bro. Seth and Sis. Lori Miller

and Bro. Willis and Sis. JoAnn

Nester and a sister, Sis. Ruth

Nester. May God provide comfort to

this family.

Notes of Thanks:

We want to thank everyone for

their prayers, cards, visits, memori-

als and food during and since our

mother’s illness and passing. May

God bless you for your deeds of kind-

ness.

The family of Sis. Lauretta

Knobloch

We want to express our sincere

gratitude for the many kind and

generous ways you have helped our

family since Kendon’s heart trans-
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plant. Three months ago, we could

not imagine how the details could be

worked out for the mountain that

was before us. God’s Almighty hand

has worked all things in His perfect

time. Wehaveadeeploveandappre-

ciation for each of you for the physi-

cal, spiritual and financial support

that you have given us. You have

been a wonderful witness of God’s

love, and our prayer is that He will

bless you richly for the love you have

shared with us. Thank you for the

continued prayers.

Bro. Marti and Sis. Martha

Knoblock

Riley, Kary Ann, Kendon,

Kortlin, Kyra and Rowyn

______________

IOWA, OAKVILLE
Sharla Wiegand

On June 24, Bro. Travis and Sis.

Kenna Frank welcomed a new bun-

dle from Heaven when Ava Brielle

was born into their family. Thank-

ful grandparents are Bro. Brad and

Sis. Teresa Kellenberger (Sabetha,

KS) and Bro. Curt and Sis. Kathy

Frank.

Mariah Jeanette joined the fam-

ily of Bro. Clinton, Sis. Kyrstin and

Macy Wagenbach on July 9.

Mariah’s grandparents are Bro.

Kevin and Sis. Denise Kilgus (For-

rest, IL) and Bro. Jerry and Sis.

Bonnie Wagenbach, Jr.

The engagement of Sis. Lanae

Frank and Bro. Joel Hartman was

made known on July 10. Their par-

ents are Bro. Curt and Sis. Kathy

Frank and Bro. John and Sis. Rose-

mary Hartman (Fairbury, IL).

On July 3, Bro. Matt Steffen

(Princeville IL) visited us and

preached the Word. May God bless

him for his labors on our behalf.

______________

IOWA, WEST BEND
Janet Fehr
Leona Fehr

“I have no greater joy than to

hear that my children walk in

truth.”

III John 1:4

The angels in heaven are cer-

tainly rejoicing over the good num-

ber of converts recently in West

Bend! We pray that each one may be

blessed with the Lord’s nearness in

building their “house” on the firm

foundation of Christ.

“Lo, children are an heritage of

the Lord: and the fruit of the womb

is his reward.”

Psalm 127:3

It was a blessing to hear of the ar-

rival of Toban Joel, son of Bro.

Jordon and Sis. Ann Grimm. Toban,

born June 23, is welcomed home by

his brothers, Nathan, Nolan,

Colman,Creytan,Logan andLedan,

along with grandparents,Elder Bro.

Wayne and Sis. Rose Grimm and

Bro. Dennis and Sis. Judy Fehr.

We have had a number of individ-

uals spending time in the hospital

this month, including Daniel

(Missy) Wise, Kurt Metzger, Sherry

(James) Schmidt, and Sis. Ruth

Sigsbee who remains in the hospital

at the time of this writing. Sis.

Denise (Bro. Karl) Fehr was also

hospitalized and our prayers are

with them as restrictions have been

given in care of her unborn child.

Sis. Judy (Bro. Dennis) Fehr and

Sis. Phyllis Banwart were surgery

patients. We are thankful both sur-

gerieswentwellandtheyareregain-

ing their strength with time.

Our sympathy is extended to Sis.

AnitaandBro.ByronFehrwhenher

father, Bro. Eugene Nester (Sis.

Shirley) from Lester, IA, passed

away on July 6. May God fill each

hurting heart with His peace.

We were privileged to have Bro.

Mike Ursu (Sis. Barb, Kitchener,

ON) with us on July 10. No matter

who the messenger may be, it is al-

ways wonderful to sit under the

sound of the Word spoken through

God’s Spirit, and we thank Bro.

Mike for his service to the Lord.

______________

JAPAN, TOKYO
Jana Klaus

Schools have finally reached

summer break time in the midst of

many hot, steamy days here in

mid-July. Our Sunday School chil-

dren were blessed to enjoy a day out-

ing to the mountains of Hachioji,

picnicking in the gorgeous setting of

evergreens towering up to a cloud-

less deep blue sky and then manag-

ing to easily get drenched in water

play in a pond. Normally, they

would play in the cool mountain

river, but this year, it just happened

to be only days after a huge typhoon

dumped inches of rain causing

rivers to swell to a dangerous level.

Afterwards, they all headed back to

the church for a curry rice supper,

games, Bible time and overnight

stay on rented futons. We heartily

thank Sis. Marie Inoue who dili-

gently organizes this event each

summer. We are thankful that just

the week before, she and Elder Bro.

Akito, son Koichi and daughter, Sis.

Ayako, were able to return safely

from a family trip to Yosemite Na-

tional Park in California, where

they had met up with their other

son, Bro. Makoto and Sis. Anna (In-

dianapolis, IN). A few others are

traveling overseasthis summer,and

weprayforsafeandblessedtravels.

Please continue to pray for the

people of Japan. Bro. Andrew Klaus
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recently shared this update from his

relief work up in the tsunami rav-

aged region:

“And herein is that saying true,

One soweth, and another reapeth.”

John 4:37. And “I have planted,

Apollos watered; but God gave the

increase. So then neither is he that

planteth any thing, neither he that

watereth; but God that giveth the

increase.”

I Cor. 3:6-7.

“There has been a lot of sowing

going on in vast Tohoku region for

the last 4 months. Of the many peo-

ple being met and talked to, and the

literally tens of thousands of Bibles

and tracts that are being passed out

by hundreds or thousands of work-

ers, many souls are hearing about

the Word of God for the first time.

Others are hearing about it a second

or third time, and the seeds planted

in the past are getting watered.

Almost 3 weeks ago I visited a

shelter at Utatsu Jr High School

(Minamisanriku) for the first time

with another volunteer. It was dur-

ing the day, so the able-bodied peo-

ple and children were all away

working or in school. We talked to a

few of the older ladies there, and

gave out a few Bibles and tracts, and

had a prayer with one of them,

Grandma Miura. As the work is so

vast, I did not expect to see these la-

diesagain. However, thenextweekI

was forwarded an email by a fellow

staffer who had been forwarded the

email from another Christian group

who happened to visit that shelter

the next day, and they found

Grandma Miura happily reading

her Bible. They asked her where she

got it, andshesaid that someonehad

visited the day before and given it to

her. They could water the seeds that

had been planted by explaining to

her more deeply about faith in God.

So the next week we visited the shel-

ter and talked with her again. When

a few others started gathering

around, Grandma Miura started

telling the other ladies about what a

wonderful book the Bible is, and

they in turn asked for one, so we

gave them each a Bible, too. We vis-

ited the shelter again last week, and

although Grandma Miura was gone

(she recently moved into temporary

housing), we found another older

lady, Grandma Abe, who had her Bi-

ble filled with bookmarks of places

that she had been reading, and a

couple of others had their Bibles

placed right by their beds. God was

using His Word to speak to them.

God is using people to both plant

and water, but we know that it is

onlyHisSpirit thatcanworkintheir

hearts, and only He can give the har-

vest."

______________

KANSAS, BERN
Sheri Edelman

Jill Meyer

Word of Life, the fountain flowing

purely from the throne above

Life and strength to him imparting,

who accepts the Word in love…

Zion’s Harp #176

Summertime travels have

blessed us with visiting ministers.

We thank Bros. Mike Ursu (Sis.

Barb; Kitchener, Ontario), Chris

Kuenzi (Sis. Mary; Silverton) and

Dana Indermuhle (Sis. Joy; Sardis)

for sharing that Word of Life with

us.

…who from our mother’s arms

has blest us on our way…

Zion’s Harp #236

We are thankful for new babies

brought to church in the arms of

their mothers and fathers. Bro.

Myreon and Sis. Lori Menold wel-

comed Harrison James on June 27.

Harrison is also welcomed by his

brothers, Colin and Lincoln, and his

grandparents, Bro. James and Sis.

Lou Menold and Elder Bro. John

and Sis. Connie Lehman.

Bristol Louise joined the family

of Bro. Terry and Sis. Dayra Menold

on July 19. Bristol’s excited siblings

are Norea, Madison, Lucas and

Lyndsey. HergrandparentsareBro.

James and Sis. Lou Menold and Bro.

James and Sis. Karol Meyer.

We are also anxious to meet little

Jakub Liam, who was born to Clint

and Eva Meyeron May 12 in Prague,

Czech Republic. Happy first-time

grandparentsareBro.SteveandSis.

Kaye Meyer. We wish each of these

families God’s blessings as they

raise their precious heritage.

Our congratulations are ex-

tended to Kevin Rokey (Bro. Morris

andSis.Arlinda)andLisaCrosswho

have announced their engagement

and are planning a wedding on Sep-

tember 17.

The annual Sunday School Pic-

nic was held July 17 and Sunday

School will have a vacation for the

month of August. We wish to ex-

press our gratitude to the teachers

for all the labors of love they extend

to the youth of our church and to the

students for their eagerness to learn

about the Lord and His Word each

week.

______________

KANSAS, FORT SCOTT
Martin Hohulin Sr.

Typical June days were rare this

month as we seem to have skipped

spring and went straight into the

dog days of summer. Temperatures

of 100 degrees were not uncommon,

and we had less than an inch of rain.
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This month was a reminder of how

dependent we are on God’s bless-

ings.

Sis. Betty Lemons has been un-

able to attend church for several

Sundays due to a knee injury. We

missherandprayforherrecovery.

Two reunions with ties to our

area are scheduled for July. The

Silas and Lydia (Steiner) Hohulin

reunion will take place in the Den-

ver, CO, area to be followed the next

week by the Nicholas Marti reunion

in Lamar, MO. Silas Hohulin and

his father, Tim Hohulin, both lived

and farmed in the Fort Scott area

during their lifetimes. We hope to

attend both reunions and enjoy the

fellowship. Bro. Tim Roecker (Sis.

Diane, Peoria, IL) will be conduct-

ing our Sunday service at the

Hohulin Reunion.

______________

KANSAS, KIOWA
Janice Bahr

Jenny Stewart

“Praise ye the Lord. Praise God

in his sanctuary: praise him in the

firmament of his power… Let every-

thing that hath breath praise the

Lord. Praise ye the Lord.”

Psalm 150:1,6

Whenever we look around us at

the sun, moon and stars, the trees,

the song birds and animals. All the

beauty that God places here for our

pleasure truly deserves our praise,

but most of all, the giving of His only

Son to die for our sin on that cruel

cross that we might live with Him

forever in eternity if we so choose, is

far beyond comprehending and our

praise for Him should never cease.

We are a richly blessed people.

Twenty-seven young ladies and

five young adults from the Kansas

andDenver,CO,churchesmet inKi-

owa the weekend of June 19 for

Kanorado, a weekend that brings

members and non-members to-

gether to fellowship and share the

love of God. The girls camped and

fellowshipped Friday and Saturday,

then joined us at the church on

Sunday. We hope it was as much a

blessingforthegirlsas itwasforus.

Thus united, and in concord,

Let us walk the path of life.

Hand in hand, oh may love bind us

For each other’s welfare strive.

Zion’s Harp #237

Bro. Joel Rinkenberger and Sis.

Stephanie Bahr (Bro. Jeff and Sis.

Janice) were married in the Apos-

tolic Christian Church on the CVE

Campus in Magdalena, Mexico, on

the weekend of June 5, and were in

KiowaforareceptiononJuly23. It is

our prayer that God will bless their

marriage in Him, and their work for

Hisglory in Magdalena,orwherever

He may lead them in the future.

We extend our deepest gratitude

to Bro. Curtis and Sis. Caroline

Kaufman (Tucson, AZ) and Bro.

John and Sis. Lori Baumgartner

(Bern, KS) for sharing two separate

Sundays with us this past month.

We appreciate the love and fellow-

ship of those who give of their time

to go out of their way to come to Ki-

owa.

Sis. Helen Murrow and Staci

Stewart (Bro. Kelly and Sis. Jenny)

were hospital patients this month,

but we are thankful that they are

both doing much better.

______________

KANSAS
LAMONT-GRIDLEY
Sarah Somerhalder

We appreciated ministering Bro.

David Hartter (Sis. Beth, Sabetha,

KS) assembling with our congrega-

tion and bringing forth the truth of

the Gospel. May the Lord bless him

for his labors of love in our behalf.

Our thoughts and prayers are

with our hospital surgical patients.

Sis. Dorene Metzger was to undergo

surgerytoputstints in,butweareso

thankful there was not enough dam-

age to do so. Bro. Glen Anliker (Sis.

Lorean) was under the care of a sur-

geon for his fifth heart device im-

plant. Both want to thank everyone

who remembered them in prayer.

______________

KANSAS, SABETHA
Sally Strahm
Carrie Grimm

I am so glad that our Father in

Heaven

Tells of His love in the Book He has

giv’n,

Wonderful things in the Bible I see;

This is the dearest, that Jesus loves

me.

Tho’ I forget Him and wander away,

Still He doth love me wherever I

stray;

Back to His dear loving arms would I

flee,

When I remember that Jesus loves

me.

Chorus:

I am so glad that Jesus loves me,

Jesus loves me, Jesus loves me;

I am so glad that Jesus loves me,

Jesus loves even me.

Bro. Kaleb and Sis. Angela Beyer

welcome little EdenAlexis into their

family circle. She is lovingly wel-

comed home by her siblings,

Taygen, Boston and Keyston.

Grandparents are Bro. Earl and Sis.

Donna Edelman of the Bern, KS,

congregation and Bro. Martin and

Sis. Karen Beyer. Bro. Brad and Sis.

Teresa Kellenberger welcome a

granddaughter, Ava, into their fam-

ily circle. Ava is the daughter of Bro.

Travis and Sis. Kenna Frank of the
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Oakville, IA, congregation. May

God grant each of these families wis-

dom as they raise their young fami-

lies.

It is always a blessing to have

ministers visit us from time to time.

We appreciate Bro. John

Baumgartner (Sis. Lori, Bern, KS)

and Bro. Merlin Meyer (Sis. Mari-

lyn, Lester, IA) being with us this

past month. During the week on a

Wednesdayevening wewereblessed

to have Bro. Mike Ursu (Sis. Barb,

Kitchener, Ontario) with us.

We express our deepest sympa-

thy in the passing of Sis. Ellen

Hertzel’s (Elder Bro. Gerry)

mother, Joyce Plattner of Sabetha.

May God grant them strength and

courage in the days ahead.

We were saddened at the sudden

passing of our Bro. Gordon Huber.

Our heartfelt love and sympathy is

extended to the family. Surviving

are his wife, Sis. Sharlyn Huber, and

children: Brooke Francessi (Vince)

of San Fransico, CA, Tyler (Whit-

ney) of Winter Park, CO, Sis.

BriannaofAurora,CO,andTrenton

of the home. Bro. Gordon’s siblings

are Sis. Karen Beyer (Bro. Martin),

Bro. Eric (Sis. Marcel) of Aurora,

CO, and David of London, England;

and step-mother, Sis. Janette

Huber of Morris, MN. May God give

each one strength as they face the

days ahead.

Our hospital patients this month

were Sis. LaVonne Aberle (Bro.

Roger) and Bro. Erik Hertzel (Sis.

Shelli). MayGodgive themstrength

and healing.

The annual summer all-church

potluck picnic was July 8. We are

thankful to be able to visit and be

among our church family. It was a

blessed and beautiful evening.

We will be lifting our Elders up in

prayer who will meet for the Elder

Conference this month.

Our single group hosted com-

pany on the 4th of July weekend.

May God be with them as they walk

the faithful path of life.

There are friendships that we cherish

In our daily walk of life,

Friends with whom we meet and la-

bor

In our earthly toil and strife,

Friends among the aged and youth-

ful,

Friends that live from us apart,

Friends of highest rank and station

Find a place within my heart.

______________

KANSAS, WICHITA
Emma Miller

As is true for most of us, we in

Kansas must deal with the weather

regardless of what we get. The July

temperatures this year have been

100 plus degrees. Those of us who

planted tomatoes usually are enjoy-

ing them by the Fourth of July. So

far this year, I have harvested 3 to-

matoes.

The Art and Gussie Wulssleger

family held their reunion during the

Fourth of July weekend. Many of

them came to our morning service

on July 3. The Raymond Banwart

families from Ft. Scott had also en-

joyed a family reunion and stopped

to worship with us on their way

home. Those of us who are the regu-

lar few who gather weekly were up-

lifted by the special guests. It would

be a blessing to have our benches

filled every time we meet.

Our numbers are getting

smaller. Shawnda Reimchisel has

moved to a group home in

McPherson, Kansas. She told her

mother that she liked living there.

ThenonJune24,ourdearretired

minister, Bro. Al Langhofer, de-

parted from his world of suffering

and entered the kingdom he longed

for. Funeral services were June 28.

Bro. Al and Sis. Judy’s children

and their spouses survive with the

exception of Jocelyn’s husband,

Dick Peyton. Others include Steve

and wife Jeanie; Marty and wife

Lavilla; Eric and wife Cindy; Mary

and husband Bruce Stoller; Melissa

and husband Rocky Giltner; and

Bob and wife Misty.

As many are aware, Steve

Langhofer had been injured in a se-

rious accident. We praised the Lord

when we saw him come into church

without his crutches or his wheel-

chair the Sunday following his fa-

ther’s funeral.

______________

KENTUCKY, LEXINGTON
Barb Huber

“And now, little children, abide

in Him; that, when He shall appear,

we may have confidence, and not be

ashamed before Him at His com-

ing.”

I John 2:28

We look forward to His coming.

What a day that will be when we see

Christ face to face. What a glorious

day that will be! In our faith, we are

blessed with a “fellowship” which is

buta foretasteof“that gloriousday”

which we will experience if we have

been true and faithful.

This past month,wewereblessed

by the “fellowship” of God’s willing

servants, Elder Bro. Bruce Endress

(Sis. Elizabeth, Bradford, IL) and

Bro. Glen Braker (Sis. Audrey,

Princeville, IL) and their precious

families. God spoke to us through

His Word and Holy Spirit giving

chastisement, encouragement, and

nourishment for our undying souls.

We thank you, dear ones, for all your

effortsof love forthecauseofChrist.

May the Lord continue to bless and
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rewardyouinyourservice forHim.

Other visitors who came and wor-

shipped with us were from Eureka,

Fairbury, Forrest, and Roanoke, IL

and Bluffton, IN. We even had some

surprises. Your fellowship is al-

ways a blessing. We cherish the

friendships we have made.

We covet your prayers for the

church at Lexington at this time.

We appreciate the support all the

churches have given throughout the

years for our small congregation.

The Lord has been faithful during

the 43 years we have been here. We

praise Him and continue to trust

Him, but we are being very prayer-

ful about some changes we feel need

to be made. It is our prayer that God

will reveal His will to us and provide

the needed grace to do His will.

Without Him, we can do nothing,

but with Him, all things are possible

and we need not fear what is ahead.

Your prayers are greatly appreci-

ated.

It’s always a joy to have visitors

and we welcome all who may be in

our area or travelling through to

worship with us. You may contact

Bro. Lester Huber (859) 745-2541.

Church services are held at 3938

Becknerville Rd., Winchester, KY.

Directions to the church are in the

2010 minister’s book.

______________

MEXICO, IXTLAN
Matt Gerber

“When Jesus came into the

coastsofCaesareaPhilippi, heasked

his disciples, saying, Whom do men

say that I the Son of man am? And

they said, Some say that thou art

John the Baptist: some, Elias; and

others, Jeremias, or one of the

prophets. He saith unto them, But

whom say ye that I am? And Simon

Peter answered and said, Thou art

the Christ, the Son of the living God.

And Jesus answered and said unto

him, Blessed art thou, Simon

Barjona: for fleshandbloodhathnot

revealed it unto thee, but my Father

which is in heaven.”

Matthew 16:13-17

July marked the end of the school

year, saying goodbye to the students

for a few weeks until Vacation Bible

School will once again fill the school

and church to overflowing. This

year’s themeforVBSis the lifeof the

Apostle Peter. VBS is scheduled in

Ixtlan the week of July 23-27, and in

Morelia the first week of August.

Bro. Rudy and Sis. Rosario Troxel

(LaCrosse, IN) came to Ixtlan to

visit their family and help with VBS.

During their stay they also traveled

with their family to Barra Vieja to

put on a week of VBS there. The

Ixtlan church was blessed this

month to have two groups of visitors

from the sister church in Tecate,

Mexico.

______________

MICHIGAN, ALTO
Listyn Oesch

Melissa Blough
Vacation Bible School took place

in June. The children spent the

week learning about Moses and the

Ten Commandments. This time is

precious to the growth of our chil-

dren, so we would like to take a mo-

ment to thank all of those involved

in making a successful week. We

pray the seeds have been planted

and now God will continue to spread

showers of love and truth in their

tender hearts. Guest speakers dur-

ing the week were Bro. Randy Gas-

ser (Sis. Sue, Detroit, MI) and Bro.

Jeff Waibel (Sis. Margo, Leo, IN).

Ourcongregationwasblessedbythe

service of these brothers.

“Train up a child in the way he

should go: and when he is old, he will

not depart from it.”

Proverbs 22:6

New Sunday School teachers

were voted in this month: Bro. Ed

Sanders, Sis. Donna Oesch, Sis.

Andrea Baumann, and Sis. Melissa

Blough. We thank them for their

willingness to serve. We would also

like to acknowledge those teachers

who have finished their terms: Sis.

Gina Blough, Sis. Terri Huber, and

Bro. Ron Erismann. Thank you for

your faithfulness and dedication to

these children. Also a thank you to

Bro. Mike Baumann and Bro. Jake

Gerst for their continual service.

The summer brings vacationers

and our congregation is blessed by

each visitor. Thank you for joining

us during your travels. Special

thanks to Bro. Craig Stickling (Sis.

Jacqueline, Peoria, IL) for serving

on the pulpit.

______________

MICHIGAN, BAY CITY
Sarah Knochel

Janelle Ramseyer
Vacation Bible School was held

June 20-24. This year’s theme was

“Jesus, The Light of the World”. On

Wednesday evening, Bro. Todd

Stoller (Sis. Pam, Latty, OH) shared

“Turning on the Light” and on Fri-

dayevening,Bro.DennisKaufmann

(Sis. Bonnie, Bloomington, IL)

spoke on “Walking in the Light”. It

is such a blessing to work and inter-

actwiththestudentsandtoseetheir

enthusiasmanddesireto learnmore

about Christ. We pray that this de-

sire would remain with them

throughout their life.

“Then spake Jesus again unto

them, saying, I am the light of the

world:hethat followethmeshallnot
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walk in darkness, but shall have the

light of life.”

John 8:12

Bro. Jeff Waibel (Sis. Margo, Leo,

IN) and Elder Bro. Dave Steffen

(Sis. Linda, Elgin, IL) visited our

congregation recently and minis-

tered unto us. We appreciate their

efforts and pray that God would be

their rich Rewarder.

We are thankful to have Sis.

Brooklynn Lehner back in Bay City.

She had been worshipping with the

Congerville congregation while at-

tending school at Illinois State Uni-

versity.

Our thoughts and prayers are

with Jennifer Curtis and Sis. Emma

Waibel as they both spent time in

the hospital recently. We trust that

God would continue to heal and pro-

vide all according to His will.

We also want to remember Sis.

Laura Wieland and Sis. Edie Meier

in the passing of their sister, Marga-

ret Fierke. Margaret would often at-

tend church with her sisters and her

presence will be missed.

“ButmyGodshall supplyall your

need according to his riches in glory

by Christ Jesus.”

Philippians 4:19

May the blessings of God rest

with each one in the coming days.

______________

MICHIGAN, DETROIT
Manuela Denes

Kay Rauhe
Why is it that prayer sometimes

feels like a passive approach, when

truly it’s the most aggressive ap-

proach? So with that in mind, we

were encouraged to pray for every-

one in our congregation, but focus-

ing on two of our loved ones who

would welcome our prayers—Sis.

Linda Shaw and Sis. Barbara John-

son. Let’s be prayer warriors and re-

member them daily in our thoughts

and in our prayers!

“…and pray one foranother, that

ye may be healed. The effectual fer-

vent prayer of a righteous man

availeth much.”

James 5:16

We would like to convey a special

thank you to visiting ministers, Bro.

Justin Koch (Sis. Marcia; Washing-

ton, IL), Bro. Greg Stieglitz (Sis.

Lisa; Indianapolis, IN), and Bro.

Steve Stieglitz (Sis. Jane; Leo, IN)

for sharing the Word so eloquently

with us. It wascertainly a joy tohear

them and to gather strength and

confidence to face the world with all

of itschallenges inthecomingweek.

We tearfully said goodbye to the

Schrock family — Bro. Troy, Sis.

Jennifer, and children, Navy,

Merrit and Grey! They moved to

Fort Wayne (Leo), IN, to pursue a

job opportunity, and we will defi-

nitely miss their love, their smiles,

their love for the Lord, and their

constant joy! We are looking for-

ward to them visiting us as often as

possible. As you go from here to

there,mayGodkeepyouinHiscare!

“Yea, though I walk through the

valley of the shadows of death, I will

fear no evil: for Thou art with me;

Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort

me. Surely, goodness and mercy

shall followmeall thedaysofmylife:

and I will dwell in the house of the

Lord for ever.”

Psalm 23:4 and 6

Another reason to be tearful was

when we heard about the death of

Sis. Martha Szilagyi whose constant

love and encouraging words for

many years will be missed. How-

ever, there is a reason to rejoice be-

cause she is now with the Lord. Our

deepest sympathy, continued

prayers, and love to her children,

Barbara and Don Jones, Donna

Hellans, Gerry and Toni Szilagyi,

and David and Mary Kathleen

Szilagyi; her sister, Sis. Vi Barton

(Bro. Jim); grandchildren; great

grandchildren; and many other

family members and friends who

will miss her. May they all feel the

Lord’s peace and know the gentle

comfort of His healing touch.

On July 16, we gathered to enjoy

the fellowship, delicious dinner, and

the great singing of our choir for the

DetroitChurch’s23rdAnnualChoir

Benefit for our Woodhaven Retire-

mentCommunity. It always amazes

us how the Lord blesses us each year

as thisworthwhileevent justcontin-

ues to be so successful. We want to

graciously thank each and every one

that attended and all of the volun-

teers that made this evening so won-

derful! “O sing unto the Lord a new

song: sing unto the Lord, all the

earth. Sing unto the Lord, bless His

name: show forth His salvation

from day to day.” (Psalm 96:1-2)

WejoyfullywelcomedBro.Cloyce

and Sis. Carol Gress from the West

Bend, IA, congregation and pray

that they feel the love and God’s

nearness as they worship and fel-

lowship here!

We rejoiced with the wonderful

news that Bro. Hartzell and Sis.

Mary Kaisner were once again

happy grandparents with the adop-

tion of their precious granddaugh-

ter, Jenasia Kay Gerber. Her

parents, Bro. Ked and Sis. Joanne,

along with their family, were

thril led to have her home in

Bluffton, IN. “And whoso shall re-

ceive one such little child in my
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name receiveth me.” (Matthew

18:5)

“…If we love one another, God

dwelleth in us, and His love is per-

fected in us.”

I John 4:12

______________

MINNESOTA
MINNEAPOLIS

Timothy McMillan
We began the month with I Sam.

15:22-23 – “And Samuel said, Hath

the Lord as great delight in burnt of-

ferings and sacrifices, as in obeying

the voice of the Lord? Behold, to

obey is better than sacrifice, and to

harken than the fat of rams. For re-

bellion is as the sin of witchcraft,

and stubbornness, is as iniquity and

idolatry. Because thou hast rejected

the word of the Lord,he hath also re-

jected thee from being king.” The

Word of God stands true forever,

thuswe are warnedthat sacrifice,be

it of time, money, or work, is not go-

ing to get us into heaven if we do not

heed God’s Word. To be stubborn

and believe we can ignore parts of

the Word, or not be obedient to one

section or another, can cause God to

reject us. Let us pray all our Breth-

ren follow God’s Word with obedi-

ence and submission to His ways!

We are always appreciative the

Lord allows Brothers to visit and

share God’s teachings with us. The

Word was shared this month by Bro.

Justin Koch (Sis. Marcia, Washing-

ton, IL), and Bro. Duane Metzger

(Sis. Ruth, West Bend, IA). May it be

that God’s rich rewards are shown

through the preaching by our broth-

ers.

We have those with milestones

marked in life, as graduates from

their studies. Brittany Schmidt

(Darrin & Jackelyn Schmidt and

Jan & Matt Giesen) and Haley

Messner (Jason and Nancy) mark a

newera intheir lifeas theymovefor-

ward. We pray that all of us mark

each day as an opportunity to gradu-

ate further for the Lord’s glory.

Emily Messner (Todd and Sis.

Renee) gave a vow of marriage with

Zach Stover (Scott and Connie

Stover of Eagan, MN) this month as

well.MaytheLordguidethemtoHis

will as they grow together!

Our prayers go out to Bro. Dave

Stewart (Sis. Diane) in the loss of his

mother. We also are prayerful for

Bro. Perry and Sis. Carol Virkler as

Perry struggles with his health. We

ask your prayers as well.

Our joy is lifted up with Bro. Mat-

thew and Sis. Marty Saurer joining

our congregation, as employment

has brought Marty back to the twin

cities metro. We also have joy in the

adoption of Hanna by Jamie and

Jodi Pelzel!

Yet the Lord is ever near us;

He doth guide our vessel’s course;

He would test our love and firmness,

giving storm and wind its course.

That our faith be shown in clearness,

seemingly He hides His nearness;

if we plead with fervent will;

He will bid the sea be still.

Zion’s Harp #94, vs. 2

______________

MINNESOTA, MORRIS
Kim Feuchtenberger

Susie Wulf
We are thankful for the many vis-

iting ministers that were with us for

the provings and baptisms of

Hermann and Hilda Kaiser along

with their two sons, Benjamin and

Ulrich, on June 26. Bro. Pat Zaugg

(Sis. Julie) and Bro. Kevin Fehr (Sis.

Lonnie), both of West Bend, IA; Bro.

David Hartter (Sis. Beth, Sabetha,

KS); Bro. Clint Schmidt (Sis.

Magdalena, Winthrop, MN); Bro.

Mike Ursu (Sis. Barb, Kitchener,

Canada); Bro. James Knapp (Sis.

Lisa,Congerville, IL); andBro.Gary

Brown (Sis. Jane, Forrest, IL) were

in attendance. We are thankful for

the brethren that assisted on the

pulpit including our retired Elder

Bro. Art Nohl who helped Bro. Roy

with the provings. Also visiting this

month was Bro. Ted Luginbuhl (Sis.

Stephanie, Smithville, OH). May

God bless and provide for each of

these brothers the pure and Holy

Word of Life.

On July 7, Jacob Daniel was born

to Bro. Quinn and Sis. Kristi

Messner. Welcoming him home are

Dawn, Brandi, Trent, Troy, Isaac,

and Damon. July 12 brought the ar-

rival of Lillie Mae. Parents are Bro.

Alex and Sis. Myra Messner and sis-

ters are Emma and Clara.

The engagement of Bro. Matt

Wulf (Bro. Stan and Sis. Pam) to Sis.

TaraFehr (Bro.RandyandSis.Lori,

Morris North, MN) was made

known. May they seek the Lord’s

blessings and direction as they take

this step in life.

Our converts, Jane Durkee and

Lucy Wulf (Bro. Davis and Sis.

Nancy), have found peace with God

and man. May they continue to

draw nigh to God, ever seeking to do

His will.

Our sympathy and prayers go out

to the family of Neil Joos as she

passed away on June 18. May they

seek God as their Guide and Com-

forter.

Note of Thanks:

We would like to thank the Mor-

ris church for all they have done for

us. We appreciate all the prayers,

letters of encouragement and time

that has been spent on our behalf. A

very big thank you to all those who

helped provide the food, gave of

their time, and made our weekend
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special.

We feel so indebted to you and

pray God will richly bless you now

and in the time to come.

The Kaiser Family

______________

MINNESOTA
MORRIS NORTH

Wanda Gramm
Lois Schmidgall

“The harvest is truly great, but

the laborers are few: pray ye there-

fore the Lord of the harvest that he

would send forth laborers into his

harvest.”

Luke 10:2

We are called to be laborers; are

we willing laborers?

Summer, what a busy season …

but we so enjoy those who have

taken time to visit us at Morris

North. Ourvisitors thismonthwere

from Winthrop, MN; West Bend, IA;

Goodfield, IL; Akron, OH; Morris,

MN; Bloomington, IL; Eureka, IL;

Taylor, MO; Indianapolis, IN;

Gridley, IL; Francesvil le, IN;

Oakville, IA; Sabetha, KS.

Our prayers are with the Elder

Brothers and ministers as they will

soon be meeting at the Annual

Brother Meeting. Their labors of

love are very much appreciated and

we pray that youwill feel the Spirit’s

presence and that our faith can con-

tinue to grow in His true Spirit.

Ministering Brothers who have

shared the Word this month with us

are: Bro. Jed Rocke (Sis. Marsha,

Goodfield, IL), Bro. Ron Palitto (Sis.

Lynell , Akron, OH), Bro. Ken

Wuethrich (Sis. Lyn, Indianapolis,

IN), Elder Bro. Paul Messner (Sis.

Jan, Winthrop, MN), and Bro. Matt

Rassi (Sis. Bridget, Chicago, IL).

Your labors are appreciated, please

come back to visit us again.

Oursympathy is extendedto Bro.

DaleandSis.RachelZeltwangerand

family in the loss of her mother, Sis.

Martha Rinkenberger. Also to Bro.

Paul and Sis. Marie Sauder and fam-

ily inthe lossofherfather,Bro.Gene

Nester. We can be so thankful that

we have the promises of our Heav-

enly Father that He will be with us

through whatever trial that we may

be facing.

Wednesday evening services

have been established the 1st and

3rd Wednesdayof each month at our

church in Morris North. We would

welcome anyone who is in our area

to join us for worship. Bro. Ken and

Sis. Lyn Wuethrich were with us for

midweek services. Thank you, Bro.

Ken, for sharing the Word with us.

Our church family was invited to

Bro. Adam and Sis. Christi

Zeltwanger’s home for a wonderful

rib fest. After a great rib supper we

enjoyed singing praises to our Lord.

What a beautiful thing it is to sing

praises. I just couldn’t help but

think of the time to come where we

can sing for all eternity. What a

great future we have if we are good

laborers for our Lord.

July 8 was the wedding day for

our special friends, Lindsey Gramm

and Marcus Montana. Bro. Ted and

Sis. Wanda Gramm are Lindsey’s

parents. We wish them God’s bless-

ings and love.

Noel Schieler has shown her love

for others in giving her beautiful

hair to Locks for Love. Her face was

justshining toknowthat shewasgo-

ing to make someone else happy. Je-

sus reminds us that we need to

become as little children so that we

can enjoy heaven someday.

Our Sis. Alyssa Knobloch has

moved from our congregation to the

Oakville, IA, area. We miss her, but

wish her God’s blessings as she

starts her new job.

Let’s go forth and be doers of the

Word and not just hearers. God

loves a cheerful giver; let’s give to

Him by helping others and being a

true laborer in His field.

______________

MINNESOTA, WINTHROP
Lindsay Schmidt
Heather Steiner

“Train up a child in the way he

should go: and when he is old, he will

not depart from it.”

Proverbs 22:6

We’re thankful to have two little

additions to our church. Russel and

Amanda Miller welcomed little

Colten James on April 25. Happy

siblings are Lydia, Ava, and

Brayden. David and Bethany

Messner welcomed little Ruth Ann

on May 19. Justin, Darren, and Eric

are glad for a little sister. May God

be with these parents as they raise

theirchildrentofearandknowGod.

“Come, ye children, hearken unto

me: I will teach you the fear of the

LORD.”

Psalm 34:11

Sunday School has wrapped up

for this school year. We’re thankful

to the teachers and students for

their efforts this year. Bro. John El-

der (Sis. Joleen) and Sis. Bethany

Messner (Bro. David) have finished

their terms—thank you! Teachers

to begin their term in the fall are

Bro. Brett Messner (Sis. Rebecca)

and Sis. Heather Steiner. Substi-

tute teachers will be Bro. Nick

Schmidt (Sis. Julie)andSis.Lindsay

Schmidt. May God be with each

teacher as they sow seeds in the ten-

der hearts so that one day a mighty

tree will grow.
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“In all thy ways acknowledge

him,andheshalldirectthypaths.”

Proverbs 3:6

We congratulate our high school

graduates: Trey Stoll (Bro. Ed and

Sis. Ginny), Bro. Landon Messner

(Bro. Paul and Sis. Jan), Samantha

Isaacson (Jerry and Melissa), and

Sis. Emily Steiner (Bro. Glen and

Sis. Rachel). We wish each one the

best in their futureandpraythat the

paths you choose are pleasing to

God.

“Let my prayer come before thee:

incline thine ear unto my cry;”

Psalm 88:2

Prayers followed our hospital

and surgery patients this month:

Bro. Darrel Schmidt (Darlene),

Melvin Messner (Vernita), and Bro.

Mike Messner (Sis. Joyce). We pray

that God will continue to grant heal-

ing and strength to each of these

loved ones.

“Thy word is true from the begin-

ning: and every one of thy righteous

judgments endureth for ever."

Psalm 119:160

Each visitor in our small congre-

gation is a huge blessing, and we

have been blessed by many visitors

this month! Wewereblessedtohave

a visiting minister stand up and

bring forth God’s Word. We want to

thank Bro. Erik Givens (Sis. Deb,

Princeville, IL) for being willing to

let the Spirit work in him and speak

the truth in love. We hope that all

would feel invited to include wor-

shipwithus inyourtravelling plans.

May God bless each one for your ef-

forts.

______________

MISSOURI, KANSAS CITY
Brittany Fehr

We are thankful for the safe ar-

rival of two new babies in our con-

gregation! Bro. Brent and Sis. Beth

Kellenberger were blessed with an-

other daughter, Moriah Grace.

Moriah was also welcomed by big

sisters, Amor and Kambria, and

grandparents, Bro. Clarence and

Sis. Louann Zobrist (Congerville,

IL) and Bro. Randy and Sis. Karen

Kellenberger. Also, first-time par-

ents, Bro. Alan and Sis. Holly

Banwart, welcomed Gideon Dean

into their family; Gideon’s grand-

parents are Irene and the late Dean

Banwart (West Bend, IA) and Don

Wales and Sis. Carol Wales. May

God richly bless these couples as

they strive to raise their children in

thefearandadmonitionoftheLord.

Bro. Tom Leman (Sis. Marlene,

Denver, CO) and Bro. Philip Shultz

(Sis. Kelli, Burlington, IA) were our

visiting ministers. We are thankful

for their willingness to be used; may

theLordblessthemfortheir labors.

______________

MISSOURI, LAMAR
Venetta Banwart
Rebecca Dotterer

June 19 was the wedding date of

our Sis. Mindy Braker (Bro. Jerry

and Sis. Carol) to Bro. Ken Messner

(Bro. Sid and Sis. Cheryl). We will

miss Sis. Mindy, but trust that God

will bless them as they make their

homeinMorris.Wewerealsothank-

ful tohave manyvisitorshere for the

special occasion, including Elder

Bro. Roy Koehl (Morris, MN) and

ministering Bro. Beirne Messner

(Morris, MN).

______________

MISSOURI, ST. LOUIS
Kary Mangers

“The Lord gave, and the Lord

hath taken away; blessed be the

name of the Lord.”

Job 1:21b

We mourn with Bro. Nathan, Sis.

Michelle, and their son Ashton

Rassi. Their twin daughters,Amelia

and Brooklyn, were taken to heaven

before they ever breathed on this

earth. Elder Bro. Kent Heimer,

along with the St. Louis ministers,

officiated at the graveside service

that was held on July 23. Many fam-

ily and friends were able to attend

and show their love and support.

Maywelift themupinprayerduring

this difficult time.

“Rejoice with them that do re-

joice, and weep with them that

weep.”

Romans 12:15

While our hearts are heavy at the

loss of life, the Lord gives us reasons

to rejoice. Bro. Loren and Sis. Betsy

Schrenk welcomed a new grandson,

Micah Paul Miller, to their family on

July 5. Parents are Josh and Rachel

MillerofQuakertown,PA. AlsoBro.

Chris and Sis. Carla Wuethrich wel-

comed their first grandchild, Brielle

Lanae Frank, to their family on May

29. Her parents are Bro. Brad and

Sis. Meagan Frank of LaCrosse, IN.

We pray for each of these families as

theyraisetheirchildrenintheLord.

We thank Bro. Dana and Sis.

Leah Nieman and their family

(Remington) for supporting and

serving us for the June rotation.

Bro. Craig and Sis. Terri Martin and

family (Princeville) also joined us

and brought us God’s Word. We also

thank Bro. Greg (Sis. Carla) Rassi

and Bro. Matthew (Sis. Bridget)

Rassi,bothofChicago, forservingus

from the pulpit while they were here

supporting their son/brother, Na-
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than and his family.

“Rejoice evermore. Pray without

ceasing. In every thing give thanks:

for this is thewill ofGodinChristJe-

sus concerning you.”

I Thessalonians 5:16-18

At this time our congregation

seeks to be blessed in this grace and

we pray for the fullnessof your joy as

you live in His will.

______________

MISSOURI, TAYLOR
Melissa Reiman

A new school year is starting and

with that comes more responsibil-

ity. However, we all must remember

to stay in our own studies with the

Lord. As the years go by and we get

older, our responsibilities as stu-

dentsof theLordstart tochange and

weareblessedtotakeonbiggerchal-

lenges.The challenges that the Lord

gives us helps us to grow strong and

become better lights and examples

for thosearoundus.Soareyoubeing

a good student to the Lord?

We would like to thank Bro. Ron

Bollier (Sis. Edie, Indianapolis, IN)

and Bro. Curt Kaufman (Sis. Caro-

line, Tuscan, AZ) for your willing-

ness to come to Taylor and bring

Christ’s Word through Bible Study!

Bro. Curt taught about finding

peace in times of aloneness. He

started by writing

GODISNOWHERE on the white

board and asked what is said.

Most everyone thought that it said,

“God is no where”. However, if you

read it again it really says “God is

now here”! It is amazing to see how

moving the space in between a word

makes a big difference! He also

talked about how our faith in Jesus

Christ increases when we are able to

spend some alone time with Him!

Hallelujah! We rejoice with the

angels with a new convert. Rebecca

Reinbeck (Bro. Adam and Sis. Kate)

has turned her heart towards the

Lord!Weofferall ofoursupportdur-

ing her repentance and her new

walk with the Lord.

Wehadoneperson inthehospital

this month, Bro. Dan Sutter (Sis.

Tina). We are thankful that he is do-

ing better and is now back home!

It is so wonderful to hear the cry

of a newborn baby! Bro. Jay and Sis.

Jackie Braker celebrate the birth of

their baby boy, Rio D Braker!

Grandparents are Bro. Jim and Sis.

Marge Braker (Roanoke, IL) and El-

derBro.KentandSis.JanHeimer.

______________

NEW YORK
CROGHAN-NAUMBURG

Hope Graves
We enjoyed a beautiful weekend

on July 9 when a bus load of visitors

came from our Akron, OH, congre-

gation. Saturday was spent working

together to complete several jobs in

our church cemetery. We appreci-

ated all of the many hands that were

able to get all of the workdoneby the

end of the day. Included in the bus

trip were ministering Bros. Victor

Bauman (Sis. Brenda, Smithville,

OH) and Steven Pamer (Sis. Arliss,

Akron, OH). Also visiting us for the

weekend was ministering Bro. Chad

Leman (Sis. Kim, Kitchener, On-

tario). We thank each one for their

labors and for fellowshipping with

us. It was a very blessed weekend for

everyone.

On Wednesday evening, July 13,

we were blessed to have ministering

Bro. Ken Eisenmann (Sis. Sharon)

with us to share the Word from

Cissna Park, IL.

Our prayers have been with our

ministering Bro. Jacob Kuntz who

brokehis leg andneededtohave sur-

gery. We are thankful he is again

able to preach God’s Word to us. We

also send our prayers out to Bro. Ja-

cob Farney who injured his hand at

work.Wepray forcontinuedhealing

for both of these brothers.

______________

OHIO, AKRON
Erika Gal

We look forward to the proving

and baptism of our convert, Steven

Greenbank, on August 27-28. We

trust he can feel our prayers and

support.

We are happy to welcome two

new baby boys into our congrega-

tion. CameronPaulwasborntoBro.

Justin and Sis. Lisa Gherian on

June 27. He is welcomed home by

his siblings, Reagan and Cole. His

grandparentsareBro.SteveandSis.

Jenee Rufener (Rittman) and Sis.

Sharon (late Bro. Paul) Gherian.

Grant Thomas joined the family

of Bro. Andy and Sis. Mary Steidl on

June 26. His excited siblings are

Mya, Naomi, Gwen, and Amos. His

grandparentsare Bro.Jerryand Sis.

MarthaBauman(Rittman)andBro.

Don and Sis. Nan Steidl. May God

provide forand bless thesedear fam-

ilies and precious children.

With sorrow in our hearts, we bid

farewell to our Bro. George Fulop.

Bro.George is survived by his wife of

52 years, Sis. Katherine (Steidl)

Fulop; his children, Mary

Fulop-Storrer, Susan Soto, Frank

(Elizabeth) Fulop, John (Cay)

Fulop, Paul (Joanne) Fulop, and

Katherine (Gary) Chamberlain.

We were blessed to have Bro.

Gene Lehman (Sis. Verna, Wolcott,

IN) and Bro. Glen Braker (Sis. Aud-

rey, Princeville) with us this month.

May God continue to bless each of

them in their labours.

______________
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OHIO, COLUMBUS
Esther Saurer

Wewerethankful tohavevisiting

ministers the past few weeks. Bro.

Fred and Sis. Connie Domka

(Mansfield, OH) were with us for a

Wednesday evening service. Bro.

Warren and Sis. Cindy Schlatter

(Junction, OH) were also with us for

a midweek service. Bro. Jerry and

Sis. Martha Bauman (Rittman, OH)

joined us for a weekend and Bro. Bill

and Sis. Miriam Brake (Sardis, OH)

were with us another weekend.

We wish Bro. Matthew and Sis.

Marti Saurer God’s blessings as

they have moved to Minneapolis,

MN.

______________

OHIO, JUNCTION
Vicki Boroff

Our congregation was blessed

with several babies this month.

Symon Pierre was born on July 2 to

Bro. Sam and Sis. Shelby Manz.

Symon joins siblings, Elyse, Tytus,

and Myrriah. Grandparents are

Bro. Don and Sis. Connie Manz, and

Bro. Walter and Sis. Renee Sinn

(Latty). On July 19, Katelynn Marie

was born to Shawn and Katie Hurd.

Kyla is excited to have a little sister.

Grandparents are Bro. Pete and Sis.

HelenHurd,andWilburandDianne

Klopfenstein (Silverton, OR).

Another precious child was born

on July 12. Benjamin Lee lived for a

short time that day, and was laid to

rest July 15. Our hearts break for

Bro. Michael and Sis. Jodi Schnei-

der, as this child joins other

longed-for children laid to rest by

the family. Benjamin was preceded

in death by his brothers, Levi and

Joshua. Siblings are Joel, Lathan,

Thad and Lynelle; grandparents are

Bro. Jim and Sis. Sandra Schneider,

and Bro. Larry and Sis. Shirley Ifft,

all of Forrest. Our prayers go to the

family during this time of grieving.

We were thankful to have several

visiting ministers this month: Bros.

Tim Ramsier (Sis. Joni, Smithville);

Mark Ramsier (Sis. Alice, Sardis);

Bob Dotterer (Sis. Laura, Sardis);

Curt Walter (Sis. Elizabeth,

Mansfield); Gary Sinn (Sis.

Paulette, Latty); and Earl Beery

(Sis. Suzy, Rittman).

Sis. Tami Manz (Bro. Les and Sis.

Karen) was announced for marriage

to Bro. Brad Hartzler (Bro. Jeff and

Sis. Bev) of Rittman. We wish them

many blessings during their time of

engagement.

______________

OHIO, LATTY
Carmen Eisenmann

Mindy Stoller
We were blessed this month to be

able to have our annual Vacation Bi-

ble School for the children. It was a

wonderful week and the children

put on a charming program for the

church on the last day. We are so

thankful for all of our children and

their smiling faces!

We wish to thank Bro. Dale Wulf

(Sis. Becky, Lester, IA) and Bro.

Mike Rinkenberger (Sis. Pat,

Congerville, IL) for preaching the

Wordto us this month.What a bless-

ingtobeabletoheartheunchanging

Truth from week to week! May God

bless them for their efforts.

_______________

OHIO, MANSFIELD
Tami Griffey

Our prayers and love are with

several in our congregation who

have been hospitalized recently in-

cluding: Bro. Phillip Keiper, Sis.

Becky Vent, and Sis. Marcella

Sauder. May God grant healing ac-

cording to His will.

We were blessed with visiting

ministers recently including: Bro.

Bernie Messner (Sis. Joyce, Morris,

MN); Bro. Mike Rinkenberger (Sis.

Pat, Congerville, IL); and Elder Bro.

Bill Schlatter (Sis. Emily, Junction,

OH). May God bless each one for

their labors of love on our behalf.

The Sunday School Picnic was

held July 10. We appreciate all the

efforts that went into making a spe-

cial day of memories for our youth.

There were activities for the Sunday

School students, a covered dish sup-

per, and a time of fellowship and

singing.

We are deeply saddened by the

passing of Nathan Sabo of Sarasota,

FL. May his family sense the close-

ness of God’s Holy Spirit during this

difficult time. Our prayers and

heart-felt sympathy are extended to

Nathan’s family: especially his wife

and children, Sheila, Nathan, Heidi,

Douglas and Clara; parents, Bro.

Doug and Sis. Linda Sabo; siblings,

Jeremy and Melissa Miller, Jeff

Sabo and Chris Sabo; and grandpar-

ents, Bro. Joe and Sis. Betty Pamer

and Dorothy Spiker.

“I cried unto God with my voice,

even unto God with my voice; and

He gave ear unto me.”

Psalm 77:1

“He healeth the broken in heart,

and bindeth up their wounds.”

Psalm 147:3

The wise man built his house upon a

rock,

And the rains came tumbling down.

The rains came down and the floods

came up,

But the house on the rock stood firm.

The foolish man built his house upon

the sand,

And the rains came tumbling down.

The rains came down and the floods

came up,

And the house on the sand fell flat.

So build your life on the Lord Jesus
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Christ,

And the blessings will come down.

The blessings come down as your

prayers go up,

So build your life on the Lord.

The Children’s Harp #92

______________

OHIO, RITTMAN
Jenny Rupp

Marge Stoller

“Thy hands have made me and

fashioned me: give me understand-

ing, that I may learn thy command-

ments.”

Psalm 119:73

First-time grandparents are

Frank and Ginny Hilty as they wel-

comed twin granddaughters into

their family. Becca Ruth and Leah

Jo were born to Dan and Ashley

Hilty on June 24. Then on June 28,

little Cameron Paul joined the fam-

ily of Bro. Justin and Sis. Lisa

Gherian (Akron, OH). Reagan and

Colearehappy foranewsibling. Ma-

ternal grandparents are Bro. Steve

and Sis. Jenee` Rufener. Paternal

grandparents are Sis. Sharon

Gherian (Bro. Paul, dec., Akron,

OH).MayGodprovide forthesedear

children as time unfolds, both in

body and soul.

The marriage of Josh Burns and

AshleyBaumantookplace onJuly2.

Their parents are Bro.Doug andSis.

Dianna Bauman and Jim and Micki

Burns of Copley, OH. We wish them

God’s blessing on their marriage.

“There is joy in the presence of

the angels of God over one sinner

that repenteth.”

Luke 15:10

We rejoice with our friend, Mat-

thew J. Steiner (Bro. Matt and Sis.

Gail), as he has turned to the Lord in

repentance. May he feel God’s abun-

dant grace at this important time of

his life.

Weextendourloveandsympathy

to the family of Noah Lee Shipe as

his beloved wife, Leona, passed

away June 21. His children are Bill

(Laura) Shipe, Paul Shipe, Debbie

Greegor, and Linda (Larry) Covey,

Sr.

We also extend our love and sym-

pathytothefamilyofAndrewWoyat

who passed away June 29 at the age

of 47. He leaves his wife, Marne, and

daughters, Drew, Kylie and Maci.

His beloved parents are Ronald and

JeannetteWoyat.Surely“Godisour

refuge and strength, a very present

help in trouble”. (Psalm 46:1)

After spending several months in

thehospital andothercare facilities,

our dear Sis. Joann Widmer (Bro.

Bob) was able to return home. We

are so grateful. Our many prayers

were answered. Also spending time

inthehospital wasSis. JodyWidmer

(Bro. Brad). May the Lord bless

them and restore them both back to

health.

We were blessed to have Bro. Joe

Dotterer (Sis. Rose, Bloomfield, IA)

on the pulpit with us recently. We

appreciate the labors of our minis-

tering brothers so much. May the

Lord reward them richly.

______________

OHIO, SARDIS
Faith Beard

We were blessed with many visi-

tors as we made our annual journey

up the hill to the little white church

in West Virginia for our New

Martinsville memorial service. We

thank everyone for their efforts in

comingtoworshipwithus,andespe-

cially our visiting ministers for that

weekend: retired Elder Bro. Alfred

Bahler (Sis. Frances, Wolcott, IN),

Bro. Dale Banwart (Sis. Melissa,

Congervil le, IL), Bro. Wayne

Wiegand (Sis. Rosemary, Goodfield,

IL), and Bro. Matthew Rassi (Sis.

Bridget, Chicago, IL).

I am Jesus’ little lamb;

Therefore glad at heart I am:

My good Shepherd watches o’er me

And He tenderly cares for me,

Knows me, loves me e’er the same,

Even calls me by my name.

The Children’s Harp #13

Carson Glen joined the family of

Bro. Joel and Sis. Heidi Beard on

June 23, and he was also joyfully

welcomed by big siblings, Loren,

Katie, Luke, Leah and Raelynn.

Carson’s grandparents are Bro. Ed

and Sis. Dee Beard and Bro. Greg

and Sis. Jill Stoller (Forrest, IL).

May God grant this and all young

families much love, wisdom and pa-

tience while nurturing these pre-

cious young children.

Countless thoughts and prayers

have been uttered for the family of

Bro. Bill and Sis. Miriam Brake at

the loss of their son-in-law, Nathan

Sabo. Our hearts and love especially

go out to his wife, Sheila, his chil-

dren, Nate, Heidi, Doug, and Clara,

and his family from his childhood

home in Sarasota, FL. We pray for

the Great Comforter to bestow His

healing and comfort upon them as

only He can.

Recently hospitalized was little

Colby Maibach (Bro. Garth and Sis.

Hannah). It warmed our hearts to

see him with us in church again, and

we thank God for providing His

healing powers.

Though the tears and sorrows often

be thy food and daily drink;

And thy sighs and lamentations

with thy songs and praises link;

Grief and envy press thy heart,

and thy earthly goods depart;

Zion, do not fear nor waver!

Thou shalt see God’s help and favor.
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If with anguish thou art shaken,

if men bind and torture thee,

Thou wilt never be forsaken –

think upon eternity!

Stand in faith and do not fear,

for thy Lord is ever near.

Zion, let His hand direct thee;

He will strengthen and protect thee!

Zion’s Harp #38

______________

OHIO, SMITHVILLE
Lydia Dotterer

Gina Brake
June 19 was the wedding date of

Bro. Dan Zollinger and Sis. Olivia

Ramsey (Mansfield). Bro. Dan’s

parents are Bro. John and Sis.

Marge, and Sis. Olivia’s parents are

Bro. Ed and Sis. Laura. On July 2,

Jerry Hartzler (Bro. Ken and Sis.

Jane) and Cassie Machovina were

married. Also this month, Deborah

Rufener (Bro. Larry and Sis. Susan)

andBenjaminNealannouncedtheir

engagement. We pray for God’s

blessings on each of these couples.

Boyd Nieman (Teri), Sis. Sharon

Gasser (Bro. Ben), and Sis. Janette

Blough have spent time in the hospi-

tal recently. Our prayers are with

them and their families.

Bro. Lucas Frank (Sis. Crystal,

Detroit) was in Smithville this

month and assisted on the pulpit.

May God bless each one who labors

on behalf of the Gospel.

______________

OHIO, TOLEDO
Teresa Rywalski

Deanna Manz

“…Jesus began to preach, and to

say, Repent for the kingdom of

heaven is at hand.”

Matthew 4:17

How thankful we are that God

continues to call souls to Him in re-

pentance. We rejoice with Joe Croy

(Sis. Mary) as he has begun this

most important step in life. We lift

him up in prayer, and wish him

much grace as he begins his walk

with the Lord.

______________

OREGON, PORTLAND
Rebekah Jones

We were thankful for visiting

ministers this month. Bro. Chris

Kuenzi (Sis. Mary, Silverton)

shared the Word on Sunday with us.

We were privileged to have Bro.

Mike Ursu (Sis. Barb, Kitchener,

Ontario) worship with us and

preach on Wednesday night.

______________

OREGON, SILVERTON
Kris Luthi
Deb Roth

ThelastweekendinJunewasour

annual Bible Class weekend. Bro.

Earl and Sis. Suzie Beery traveled

from Rittman, OH, to enjoy the time

with our Bible Class students. We

certainly appreciate their efforts

and trust the Lord will add the in-

crease.

Other visiting ministers this

month included Bro. James Fehr

(Sis. Brenda, Tremont, IL), Bro.

Mike Ursu (Sis. Barb, Kitchener,

ON), and Portland Bros. Wayne

Fehr, Mike Leman and Ron Jones.

Our converts, Christina Sinn

(Bro. Don and Sis. Linda) and Jenna

Wiegand (Elder Bro. John and Sis.

Jane), were announced for proving

and baptism which we are looking

forward to the weekend of October

1-2, Lord willing.

We enjoyed spending time with

our students at the Sunday School

picnic on Saturday, July 16, at the

Willamette Mission State Park. We

are thankful for our youth and we

pray that the seeds that are sown in

SundaySchoolwillbringforthfruit.

______________

PENNSYLVANIA
PHILADELPHIA
Emily Wiegand

“And we beseech you, brethren,

to know them which labour among

you, and are over you in the Lord,

and admonish you; And to esteem

them very highly in love for their

work’s sake.”

I Thess. 5:12-13

We had the privilege this month

of having Bro. Loren Schrenk (Sis.

Betsy, St Louis, MO) minister to us.

It was a blessing for our congrega-

tion, as we remember we ought to

“esteem them very highly in love for

their work’s sake”. May God be his

rich Rewarder.

______________

TENNESSEE, NASHVILLE
Mike and Monica Fritz

We have been greatly blessed by

God’sWord,brought throughtheef-

forts of our recent visiting minister-

ing brothers: Bros. Brandon Emch

(Sis. Maria; Kansas City, MO), War-

ren Schlatter (Sis. Cindy; Junction,

OH),andBobKnochel (Sis.Rhonda;

Bay City, MI). We are also thankful

for the fellowship of brethren and

friends visiting from Rockville, CT;

Bradford, Eureka, Forrest, and

Washington, IL; Bay City, MI; Kan-

sas City, MO; and Columbus, Junc-

tion, and Latty, OH.

If you are traveling to or through

the Nashville area, please plan to

worship with us. The following

churches are scheduled for services

in the near future: Wolcott, IN

(8/21); Goodfield, IL (8/28); Detroit,

MI (9/4); Alto, MI (9/11); Peoria, IL

(9/18); and Rittman, OH (9/25). If

you plan to worship with us, please

call ahead to confirm our schedule.

Often we gather on Saturday eve-
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nings for fellowship, and all are

heartily welcome. Also, we typically

meet on Wednesday evenings at

7:15 p.m. for singing or call-in ser-

vices and would welcome any mid-

week visitors. Contacts are Bro.

Don and Sis. Faye Sauder, (615)

373-8928;Bro.MikeandSis.Monica

Fritz, (615) 866-5543 (fritzmb. fam-

ily@gmail.com); and Sis. Gwen

Leuthold, (615) 356-5755.

______________

TEXAS, AUSTIN
Serenity and Jasmine Ringger

Firmly seize, Firmly seize,

Brethren, take the Spirit’s sword,

Which is God’s own Word of power.

If you keep it close at hand,

Satan will before you cower,

For he, when God’s mighty sword he

sees,

Turns and flees, Turns and flees.

Zion’s Harp #21, vs. 8

We need to be so thankful for

God’s Word; we can hide it in our

hearts to have it near when Satan

comes to tempt us.

We appreciate the willingness of

our visiting ministers: Elder Bro.

Wayne Banwart (Champaign, IL),

Bros. Dewayne Dill (Sis. LaRae,

Minneapolis, MN), John Hartman

(Sis. Rosemary, Fairbury, IL),

Leland Plattner (Sis. Mary, Zapata,

TX), Steve Stieglitz (Sis. Jane, Leo,

IN), and Todd Stoller (Sis. Pam,

Latty, OH).

This month we had visitors from

Rittman and McAllen. We hope to

get many more visitors in the fol-

lowing months.

The following is the minister

schedule for September: (4)

Oakville, IA, (11) Junction, OH,

(25) Alto, MI.

Please refer to the minister’s di-

rectoryfordirectionsandcontacts.

______________

VERMONT, CLARENDON
Nathan and Miriam Reutter

The Sunday school is our delight.

We love it more and more;

‘tis here we learn to do the right

and live forevermore.

We hear the truth, so pure and clear,

of Jesus’ love so sweet and dear;

there we are taught to lift our eyes

to Him who lives on high.

Hymns of Zion #73

This past month we had our an-

nual Sunday school picnic. It was a

beautiful day and we had a handful

of families from CT that came to en-

joy it with us. We’re thankful for all

the visitors we have had. Bro. Chad

Leman (Sis. Kim, Kitchener, ON)

and Bro. Dan Goric (Sis. Mary Lou,

Rockville, CT) were here to minis-

ter the Word to us on July 3. Bro.

Stephen Baner (Sis. Donnalou,

Gridley, IL) were with us on July 10.

Bro. Todd Graf (Sis. Lydia, Akron,

OH) and Bro. Tom Bahler (Sis.

LaNae, Rockville, CT) were with us

on July 17. May God richly bless

these dear brothers, their wives and

families for all the efforts made on

our behalf.

If you are interested in fellow-

shipping with us here in Vermont,

and would like information about

service times and dates, please con-

tactBro.ChadandSis.JennyVirkler

(802-293-2724). We treasure the fel-

lowship of brethren and would wel-

come any visitors. Please contact us

if you are planning on traveling in

our area and would like to worship

together.

Service times are as follows:

Mid-week services

(Please contact local brethren)

Sunday Morning Service

10:10 AM

(Sunday school held concurrently)

Sunday Afternoon Service

12:15 PM

Mindy Stoller

419-399-4602

Please call in evenings

Apostolic Christian
Home of Roanoke
Benefit Day Sale

Saturday, August 27
7 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Located on the

Nursing Home grounds

* Pancake-Sausage Breakfast

* Many food booths for lunch
* Live Auction
* Bake Sale
* Large Children’s
entertainment center



SILVER LINING40 August 2011

saw someone close to the edge, to
fall out of the boat we would proba-
bly pick up our pace a little bit and
reach out and grab immediately,
to try to help.

It says, if a man be overtaken
in a fault, ye which are spiritual,
restore such an one in the spirit of
meekness Galatians 6:1. This is a
very healthy thing we do one to an-
other. How many of us have been
benefactors of a brother or sister
coming with a spiritual concern for
us? They would express that in
love and we could make a change.
We think about how close we be-
come to that brother or sister. It is
just really a wonderful thing.
Then we can all be benefactors to-
gether. We need to continue to
practice that and help each other
in love as we are our brother’s
keeper. There would be a time
when we may be spiritual, and we
see someone overtaken in a fault,
and we can help right away. Not in
a proud heart that we would never
have a problem with whatever it
would be or never have a weak-
ness, or there would be no chance
that we could have that same
fault. We want to have the spirit of
meekness. We don’t want to be
proud about that, otherwise we
are going to end up in the same
condition.

Probably all of us have had
experience with pride, we can see
just how damaging that is in our
lives. We probably don’t realize
how much damage pride does in
our lives. It’s the force and motiva-
tion between all kinds of things
that the human nature and the
flesh would like to have. If we are
tempted with the styles of today, if
we think that we need to be more
beautiful than how God has made
us, we need to have our hair a cer-
tain way, we need to have our fin-
gernails or toenails colored, or any
kind of a thing like this, this would
be pride in our lives. It would be

dissatisfaction with the way God
has made us. Don’t we appreciate
the spirit of meekness and humil-
ity we can find in one another and
the beautiful appearance? Surely
God is pleased when He looks at
you. If you struggle with those
kinds of things, thinking about
pride can help understand maybe
a little bit better how God would
look at some of those things.

If we see another that’s strug-
gling with those kinds of things,
let’s try to be grown up. It’s hard,
isn’t it? Let’s try to get over the
bluntness that may come for the
moment. There won’t be long last-
ing hatred when such things come
about and communications. The
person that’s fallen out of the boat
is not going to come back and yell
at us for trying to help them. The
Apostle Paul was very positive
here. There is great benefit loved
ones. There is change that can be
made if we are honest with each
other.

It says, Bear ye one another’s
burdens v.2. Yield not to tempta-
tion, for yielding is sin. Jesus can
help us, to carry us through. Verse
2 and verse 5, call them compli-
mentary verses in this chapter,
and you have heard them spoken
on many times, perhaps. It says
For every man shall bear his own
burden. v.5, and Bear ye one an-
other’s burdens v.2. Can those two
things be true at the same time?
When we think about it, it is so
beautiful, isn’t it. That each of us
has in our hearts a desire to pick
up our cross, to bear our own bur-
den. What a comfort it is to know
that we have brothers and sisters,
the brethren looking on, then with
a charge also given here, that we
can help. It does go together very
complimentary, when we think
about it like we need to.

It says, fulfill the law of
Christ. v.2. We could think about
how Jesus lived when he was here.
Did He care for others? Was He off
in the entertainments of the day?

Was He serving the people? Was
He serving others? He was heal-
ing, teaching and loving. We can
do that likewise for our brother or
sister.

It says, if a man think himself to
be something, when he is nothing,
he deceiveth himself. v.3. There
are so many different ways to do
things in life. Probably not too
many of us think the same. Proba-
bly, a couple of us think pretty
much the same. But if we think we
have the only way, even if it is
some method to do something in
the physical world, we are proba-
bly deceived.

We each have been born with
a personality. Those that enjoy
thinking about how people are and
they may put different types of
personalities, if you will, to names,
and they’ve created a science in it-
self in studying these kinds of
things. We would probably be de-
ceived if we got caught up in that.
When we work with one another it
does seem that there is some bene-
fit to understanding a little bit
how others think of things. That
helps in our humility, when we can
think about someone else that
may have a different way to do
something, or a different opinion
on a matter, it helps us to think
that first of all, their ideas or opin-
ions may be much more beneficial
than mine.

I will often call an employee
into my office because we have a
decision to make. I will give them
a three minute lecture on how an
item needs to be done, and they
will respond with one sentence,
one comment completely different
than what I said. I’ll say, Okay,
you go do it that way, and they
leave. It is just amazing how
wrong I can be at times. It is not
necessarily always a matter of
right and wrong, it’s a matter of
better or best. It is also a matter of
how different people think. If you
have someone you are communi-
cating with, and they have a way

Sermon continued from page 2
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that they can see it would work,
and you can come to an agreement
with that, according to the Word,
then they have a better heart go-
ing through that to know that they
were able to be heard, and that
there is support there given. There
is a face to face conversation of
working things out.

If we can stick to the truth of
the Word, we can bear one an-
other’s burdens and there is good
gain. When these matters come to
be spiritual matters, there are
times Loved Ones, we take a real
good close look with the Word.
Then we can share the Word with
one another and we can make dis-
cernment, through Gods Spirit.
That we can come away knowing
the Truth. Collectively, then, we
can be free.

"let every man prove his own
work..." v.4. We think about the
results of the decisions we make
with one another, with a group, in-
dividually, were going to know,
aren’t we, if whatever we are do-
ing has been a success. We are go-
ing to see how the methods work
out. That then would be the prov-
ing of our own work.

We are taught to work and la-
bor. I often wonder as we have de-
cisions in life to make, sometimes
we put a lot of effort in the deci-
sions. We may make a list and list
the pros and cons of different
things that we need to do and we
pray about that. That’s all good
and fine, but God also may be very
interested in the effort that we put
in. Is He willing to bless, no mat-
ter what decision made in little
things in life, if you will, this way
or that way, whether we use the
hammer to pound the nail or the
air gun. Of course He cares. Is He
not more concerned with the effort
that we are up and doing? That we
are bearing our own burden, doing
our own work? Then we can have
rejoicing. We can have rejoicing in
the service to the Lord, and not al-
ways looking to another. For every

man shall bear his own burden.
Thinking just a little about

teaching of the Word, and I want to
encourage you, Brothers. I have
heard a lot of good things this
weekend, a lot of good advice, a lot
of good conversation on the Word,
teaching of the Word. I just want
to encourage all of you. You each
have an opportunity to share the
Word. The ministry of the Word is
just one element of that. There are
far, far more jobs to do, whether it
be at home, at school, at work, or in
Sunday school. In all the commu-
nications we have with one an-
other, though, we can look into the
Word and we can teach. It says,
Let him that is taught in the word
communicate unto him that
teacheth. v.6. We have all proba-
bly had an experience of being
with a group of people and it is
common where the teacher does
all the talking and asks for re-
sponse from the class and there is
silence. We sit in the class and we
don’t want to say anything, we
don’t want to say anything wrong
and we may be a little nervous.
But we were really encouraged
here to express our concerns one to
another and communicate. That
we can know the hearts of each
other, and that we can grow to-
gether. I just want to encourage us
all to take heed to that and to con-
tinue to seek the truth. God will be
faithful to reveal that to us.

There is caution given in our
conversations that no matter how
we speak one to another it is in
kindness, in love and again it is in
humility. We can phrase our
words and our thoughts, and I
tend to have a problem with this
even in a public meeting. I don’t
say anything for most of the meet-
ing and then I stand up at the end
and give a big long speech that no
one wants to hear and doesn’t say
anything anyway. That’s proba-
bly not good. Let’s try to pay atten-
tion and give our input according
to the Word often and communi-

cate. So that when we do have an
opportunity to speak it’s not in a
mode that were completely right
and everybody else is wrong, and
how dare they even think differ-
ently. That would not be the spirit
of meekness.

If we think God does not un-
derstand us He has correction for
us. He says, Be not deceived; God
is not mocked v.7. We don’t think
that He hears and sees what we
do? He says, whatsoever a man
soweth, that shall he also reap.
v.7. If we are out there as a busi-
ness person and we are always try-
ing to drive a hard bargain and
trying to get the last penny, and
negotiate things to the point
where that becomes the most im-
portant in our life, we are going to
reap the same, when we are on the
other end of the business. It is go-
ing to come around. We are going
to get a reputation, so we are going
to reap what we sow.

So it is that this has a physical
implication in our lives as we often
find advice in the Bible for our
physical walk. But then we think
much more importantly of the
spiritual walk, and how we reap
what we sow. If we have a heart
that is not fully focused on God, a
heart that is not right with God,
we can dress up in a suit and tie;
we can come and act the part.
Eventually what we are sowing is
going to catch up with us. We are
going to reap it. God is not
mocked. The intent of our heart is
so very important. It is pretty
much a fact that the state of our
heart, if not on God, is going to lead
to sin. If we don’t have our heart
where it needs to be, we will find a
way. We have these wonderful
constraints in our life that help us
to stay upon the way. But we will
find a way out, and it will lead to
sin if our heart is not fully con-
verted, and have real desire to
serve God.

Sermon continued on page 42
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I’ve mentioned this often. Do
you remember the story about the
Elder Brother and the man that
was held underneath the water
when he asked how much he
should desire the Word? He came
up gasping for air and the Elder
Brother asked how that felt. Do
we have that much desire in our
hearts to serve God with our whole
heart, with our mind and our soul?
It is important for us to think
about that. If we can get our
hearts right then these other
things will fall in line that we
struggle with, the flesh and the
pride of life, and God can then add
His blessing, as we will have good
things sowed in our lives that have
good ground to grow. We are al-
most to the growing season here,
and we hope as the seeds go in the
ground that they can die and then
bring forth new life.

It says, For he that soweth to
his flesh shall of the flesh reap cor-
ruption; but he that soweth to the
Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life
everlasting. v.8. We were at
provings a week ago, and getting
to talking about the Holy Spirit.
That is one thing a babe in Christ
can hardly hide is the lack of un-

derstanding of the Holy Spirit.
Just because of the time generally
that has been spent in repentance.
There is just not a full understand-
ing of that Spirit. All of us can say
that, can’t we, that we are still
growing in our understanding of
what the Spirit really does to us. It
is encouraging, that’s why I men-
tion it. It is a wonderful thing be-
cause we can all just listen, and
say, just wait, just wait. He’s a
wonderful Spirit and He’s never
going to let you down. Every day of
your life you’ll learn to love Him
more. We walk in the Spirit and
that keeps us from the lust of the
flesh. That’s just a wonderful,
wonderful thing. So I encourage
you converts that you can grow in
this and it just gets better all the
time. When you’re asked a ques-
tion, you don’t need to say that you
have full understanding of the
Holy Spirit. We just want to be
cautioned that we don’t want to
grieve the Holy Spirit, the still
small voice. We want to be quiet
and listening and He’ll lead us on
the way. Just keep singing in the
Spirit.

We often have the discussion
with the music that we don’t sing it
just quite right, just quite like its

written. That use to really bother
me, because I love music. That is
not the important thing. We try to
follow the leader. We try to sing it
like it is written. But are we sing-
ing it in the Spirit? You can tell
the difference. It is a wonderful
thing as we come on Sunday morn-
ing and we sing according to the
Spirit. The singing just gets better
throughout the day. There’s no
earthly explanation for that. We
don’t stop and sit at lunch time
and say, Okay now let’s reconsider
how long we are making our half
notes. It just gets better and
better, until we can sing on that
great day. We talk a little bit
about the songs well sing then; we
talk a little bit about the song Je-
sus might have sung when he went
out there to Gethsemane. We
don’t know what the song will be,
but it will be full of praise. It says,
Praise ye the Lord, Praise ye the
Lord, Zions Harp, # 208. We look
forward to that day, where well
put away this flesh of corruption.
We'll shout as we're passing
through the air, Farewell, fare-
well, sweet hour of prayer.

Sermon continued from page 41

Teaching Position Available

Gateway Woods is excited to announce an opening for a Math teacher at Gateway Woods School.

Gateway Woods School is a fully accredited educational facility serving 5
th

-12
th

grade students who

have difficulty in public school. Qualifications include a Bachelor’s Degree in Education and/or an

active teacher’s license. Special Education Certification and previous teaching experience is especially useful, but not

required. If you hold these qualifications and have a heart for children, please ask the Lord if this is the position He has in

mind for you. For more information please contact one of the brothers listed below.

Adam McAfee Lynn Stieglitz

Director of Education Counseling Elder

PO Box 151, 15417 Doty Rd.

Leo, IN 46765 New Haven, IN 46774

1-888-443-4283 260-657-1033
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Assistant Houseparent Needed

Gateway Woods currently has an opening for a single sister to work in a full-time ministry
with troubled children. The Assistant Houseparent position offers competitive wages and gen-
erous benefits and a close relationship with brothers and sisters whose hearts and lives are dedi-
cated to a mission with an eternal reward. If you feel the call to explore the possibilities, please
call one of the brothers listed below:

Ed Graf Lynn Stieglitz

Residential Program Director Counseling Elder

PO Box 151 15417 Doty Rd.

Leo, IN 46765 New Haven, IN 46774

1-888-443-4283 260-657-1033

ed.graf@gatewaywoods.org

Volunteer Caretaker Opportunity

The Washington, DC congregation would welcome your help. They purchased a house in Silver Spring, Maryland,
and are holding services there every Sunday.

Due to the small number of members and friends, and because most live a distance from church, they are looking for
volunteer caretakers to live in the house and perform routine household and yard maintenance chores. Caretakers
should plan to stay 3-4 weeks.

We are working on filling the calendar for 2012.
Caretakers could be couples, singles or families who would enjoy fellowship with the DC congregation and spending

time near the Nation’s Capitol and other points of interest on the East Coast.
For more information, please contact Sis. Doreen Steffen for more information at dkgsteffen@gmail.com or

302-540-6574.

Apostolic Christian Home of Eureka
Director of Nursing

Immediate opening for full time position as Director of Nursing at our 112 bed skilled nursing facility. The primary
purpose of this position is to direct and supervise the day-to-day activities of the facility in the assessment, planning, im-
plementing, and reassessment of nursing care according to Federal and State regulations/guidelines to assure the high-

est degree of quality patient care at all times.

Position requirements include:

·RN Degree

·Ability to function independently, have flexibility, and personal integrity
·Ability to work effectively with residents, staff, family members and support agencies
·Good supervisory skills

We offer a pleasant Christian work environment, competitive wages and benefits and an opportunity to make a dif-
ference in the lives of the elderly. You may visit our web site at www.each.org for additional information on our organi-

zation and to download an application for employment. You may also apply in person or send resume to:

Apostolic Christian Home of Eureka
P.O. Box 128
610 W. Cruger
Eureka, IL 61530
(309) 467-2311
(309) 467-2075 fax
humanresources@each.org



805 W. Cruger Street, Box 52 
Eureka, IL 61530 
Ph.  309-467-3611 

Hours:  Mon.—Fri. 8:30 to 
11:30 CST/CDT 

How to Order: 
Online at www.acpublications.org  During Business Hours: call 309-467-3611 
After Hours:  Call 309-467-3611 leave a message, or fax to the same number. 

~*****~ 
Order blanks available:  at each Church, on our website, by calling AC 

Publications, or by emailing  office@acpublications.org 

Apostolic Christian Publications 

Online ordering available now at  
www.acpublications.org 

Does this look familiar? Problem solved!! 

Spiral Bound/folds flat 
 
Perfect for use on your Piano! 
 
Hymn of Zion  $14.50 
Zions Harp       $19.00 
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ACCFS offers a wide variety of educational
seminars and presentations to congregations as
part of Church Outreach Services. All of the sem-
inars and presentations are developed and con-
ducted by ACCFS staff. Some of the benefits of
hosting a seminar or presentation include bibli-
cally-based training and education in specific be-
haviors and relationships, heightened awareness
of mental health situations, and instruction in
spiritual growth and Christian living.

SEMINARS
Seminars are a series of PowerPoint presenta-

tions and exercises presented by one or two
ACCFS staff at a church-provided venue. Semi-
nars typically take an entire day and, in the case
of marriage seminars, a day and an evening.

Churches vary in their meeting room avail-
ability and seminars can be given in a Fellowship
Hall, Sunday School room, or in a hotel confer-
ence room. Marriage seminars are often con-
ducted in a hotel as part of the Overnight
Getaway option.

Anyone interested in hosting an ACCFS semi-
nar should contact his or her local elder and he
may contact ACCFS himself or assemble a com-
mittee to handle arrangements. Since schedules
fill rapidly, interested churches should begin
making plans well in advance of the target date
and contact ACCFS early in the planning pro-
cess. The cost to the local church will vary ac-
cording to the seminar and includes printing for
handouts and travel costs for the presenters.

More information on the individual seminars
as well as preparation guidelines for the host
church can be found on our website at
www.accounseling.org/presentations or by re-
questing information from ACCFS.

The Man of God Men’s Seminar
The Man of God is a day-long seminar de-

signed to encourage men to live godly lives ac-
cording to biblical principles and includes topics
such as: Christian Values, Godly Masculinity, Au-
thenticity, Christ-Centered Heart, Relationships,
Communication, Roles & Responsibilities, Mod-
els & Mentors, Boundaries, Accountability,
Adapting to Life’s Stages, and Specific
Challenges for Men.

Women’s Seminar
This is a day-long seminar designed to

strengthen and encourage women of all ages.
Common women’s issues are covered and practi-
cal, up-lifting, biblically-based helps for living an
overcoming life are discussed. Topics include:
Developing a Christ-Centered Self-Worth and
Identity, Developing an Accurate Concept of
God, Dealing with Perfectionism and Distorted
Thinking, Healthy Supportive Relationships,
Dealing with Stress and Unpleasant Emotions,
Emotional and Sexual Purity in Male-Female Re-
lationships, Developing an Accurate Body Im-
age, Overcoming Emotional Eating, and Living a
Christ-centered, Balanced Lifestyle.

Parenting with a Purpose
This seminar focuses on providing parents

and those that work with children specific princi-
ples and applications in “training up their chil-
dren in the way they should go”. Strengthening
the role of the parent as a purposeful leader who
points their child toward Christ is a significant ele-
ment of this seminar. Topics covered include:
Relationships, Seasons of Parenting, Communi-
cation, Instruction, Discipleship, Resolving Chal-
lenges, Parenting Styles, Shaping Your Child’s
Sexual Character, Shaping Your Teen’s
Character, and Personality/Temperament.

Marriage Seminars
Marriage seminars are designed to encourage

couples in applying Scripture-based principles in
practical ways in marriage. They are delivered in
three different options: Saturday Only, Friday
evening-Saturday, and Overnight Getaway.

Foundations for a Loving Marriage
Topics included are: Understanding Love

and Love Languages in Marriage, Couple Com-
munication, Dealing with Conflict, Developing
the Spiritual Union in Marriage, God’s Design for
Sexuality in Marriage, Gender Differences – His
needs/ Her needs.

The Three C’s of Marriage

Topics included are: LEAVING AND CLEAV-
ING: Decision-making as a Couple, Family of Or-
igin, Understanding Triangles, Family Types, and
Roles & Responsibilities in Marriage, TRANS-

FORMING CONFLICT INTO CLOSENESS:
The Role of Emotions, Productive vs. Unproduc-
tive Conflict, the Role of Forgiveness, Best Prac-
t ices for Having Product ive Conf l ic t ,

CONNECTING WELL: Purposeful Time Man-
agement, Understanding Attachment Styles, Un-
derstanding Personality Differences, Developing
Spiritual Connection , and Developing Empathy.

PRESENTATIONS
Presentations are done in a PowerPoint for-

mat and given by an ACCFS staff person at a
church-provided venue. Presentations are typi-
cally two hours long and can be combined for a
longer session. All of our presentations can be
tailored to the needs of the groups to whom we
are presenting.

As with seminars, churches vary in meeting
room availability and presentations can be given
in a Fellowship Hall, Sunday School room, in a
hotel conference room, or even in a private home
if room is sufficient.

Anyone interested in hosting an ACCFS pre-
sentation should contact his or her local elder and
he may then contact ACCFS himself or assemble
a committee to handle arrangements. The cost to
the local church will vary according to presenta-
tion and includes printing for handouts and travel
costs for the presenters.

More information on the individual presenta-
t ions can be found on our websi te at
www.accounseling.org/presentations or by re-
questing information from ACCFS.

Personal Spiritual Growth presentations

A Christ Centered Approach to Encour-

aging Others – presents practical ways to help
others.

Christ-Centered Self-Worth – teaches
about how to ground our self-worth in Christ.

How Clearly do you see God – teaches
about how our concept of God affects our spiritual
walk.

Spiritual Gifts – focuses on God’s design for
spiritual gifts in the Body of Christ.

The Christian Worldview – teaches biblical
discernment in a world of spiritual confusion.

Mental Health presentations

Anxiety Disorders – addresses three kinds of
anxiety categories: spiritual, situational, and disor-
ders.

Compassion Without Compromise – en-
courages responding to homosexuality in grace
and truth.

Dealing with Stress, Worry, and Anxiety -
provides a biblical framework for dealing with
stress and worry.

Depression - educates about what depression
is and what can be done about it.

In His Image - encourages women to develop
a healthy body image based on a Christ-centered
view of oneself.

Scrupulosity – teaches about helping those
with an ‘overactive conscience.’

Understanding and Responding to Men-

tal Health and Relationship Issues - how churches
can help people who are struggling.
Understanding Suicidal Thinking – addresses risk
factors, assessment, and ways to intervene.

Relationships presentations

Effective Management – teaches biblical
principles of management/employee relation-
ships.

Effective Workplace Communication –
teaches biblical principles of workplace relation-

ships & communication.

Forgiveness – presents what forgiveness is,
what it isn’t, and how to do it.

Keys of Effective Family Relationships –
presents practical ways to build healthy relation-
ships in our lives.

How Should I Relate to the Opposite Sex
– presents Christ-like ways to interact with the op-
posite sex.

Healthy Boundaries – addresses what
boundaries are and God’s design for them.

Helping One Another After a Major Stressor
– addresses common reactions to crisis and ways
to help each other through.

Godly Living presentations

Biblical Principles of Financial Steward-

ship – presents practical ways to establish financial
priorities in Christian living.

Dealing With Change – addresses types of
change in life and how to deal with them.

Striving for Sexual Purity – presents practi-
cal ways to understand and overcome sexual
temptation.

The Wife’s Perspective – provides support
for wives whose husbands are dealing with sexual
sin.

Church Outreach Services
Part 2
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Important Notice to Americans
Crossing the Canadian Border by Land.

All adults will need just one of the following documents:

1. Regular U.S. Passport
2. U.S. Passport Card
3. Enhanced Driver’s License
4. any Trusted Traveler Program (ex Nexus card)

U.S citizens under the age of 16, or under the age of 19 if travelling with a
school, religious, or other youth group, may present a birth certificate, Consular
Report of Birth Abroad, or a naturalization certificate. Birth certificates can be
original, photocopy, or certified copy.

Anyone interested in receiving a printed sermon, please send
info to:

Printed Sermons
102 Lake View Drive
Fairbury, IL 61739

(815) 692-3616
printedsermons@gmail.com

- USED BIBLE, BIBLE STORY BOOK, AND

SONG BOOK DISTRIBUTION -

We currently have outlets for Bibles, Bible Story Books, Hymns of Zion, Gospel
Hymns, and Tabernacles.

The cost of sending books airmail to foreign countries is greater than what new books
could be purchased for. We are currently working with organizations (such as Christian
Aid Ministries) that send materials to foreign countries by sea container which is a more
reasonable price. Some of the books are also used by U.S. churches and missions. Thank
you to all who have provided books and those who help repair them.

Jerry and Arlene Banwart, 307 First St, Congerville, IL 61729
(309) 265-0857

Light From The Word
now available by downloadable PDF from the

Apostolic Christian Publication web site
www.acpublications.org

After entering the web site, click on the item located in the left hand

frame entitled, "Light from the Word Reprints". The entire set of editori-

als are available in a complete download (June 1987 through August

2011).

BIBLE

DISTRIBUTION

Sharing The Word In Love

"Where there is no vision,
the people perish:

but he that keepeth the law,
happy is he."

Proverbs 29:18

All books, including Bibles, in Eng-

lish and other languages, plus Bible

Story Books which have been ap-

proved by the Apostolic Christian Mis-

sion Committee, are available for

those who wish to distribute them in

the name of Jesus Christ.

The book inventory is computer-

ized, and the personnel at Bluffton

can drop ship to nearly any address.

To order, contact,

Apostolic Christian Church

Bible Distribution
PO Box 30

1254 S. Main Street
Bluffton, IN 46714

Phone and Fax 260/824-5587

E-mail: bibledist@adamswells.com

Rochester, MN
Services

Times:
7:30 - 3rd Wednesday of the month

Location:
819 15th St. NW
Rochester MN, 55902
(within a few blocks
of the Mayo campus)

Contacts:
Bro. Jim and Sis Deb Tilbury
(507)281-2875.

Any that are in the area are wel-
come and encouraged to worship with
us.
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Interested in Houseparenting?

Houseparenting at Gateway Woods offers an opportunity for a couple, directed of the Lord, to come to work in a

full-time on going ministry at Gateway Woods. Due to a change in staff, we have a need for an Alternate Houseparent

couple. This position offers competitive wages and generous benefits and a close relationship with brothers and sis-

ters whose hearts and lives are dedicated to a common mission with an eternal reward. If you feel the call to explore this possibility,

please call one of the brothers listed below.

Ed Graf Lynn Stieglitz

Residential Program Director Counseling Elder

PO Box 151 15417 Doty Rd.

Leo, IN 46765 New Haven, IN 46774

1-888-443-4283 260-657-1033

ed.graf@gatewaywoods.org

"We have always considered our position a ministry for our entire family not just a job for us. Relationships built
during this time can last for a lifetime.” - Bro. Jason & Sis. Joy Kilgus, Houseparents

         To sponsor a child

www.acworldrelief.org

To sponsor a student fill out this form 
and send to the office. A student will 
be assigned to you and you will be sent 
further information.
Name _________________________
           Mr.   Mrs.   Miss

Spouse ________________________
Address _______________________
City ____________St ___ Zip _____
Home Ph ______________________
Cell Ph ________________________
Email _________________________

Please check preference:    
 Haiti         Guatemala
 Mexico     Jamaica
 Wherever needed

If possible I would prefer:   
 Boy -  Age ______
 Girl -  Age ______
 No Preference

Cost: $25.00/month
For details:  www.acworldrelief.org

Send to:  
ACWR Child Sponsorship 
PO Box 36
Morton, IL 61550
Phone:  309-266-6080
Fax: 309-266-5281 
E-mail: childsponsorship@acwr.org

Give a Child Hope
Child Sponsorships
Those in the child sponsorship pro-

gram have several things in com-
mon. They are very poor, desire to learn 
and they have an undying soul.  

The goal of this 
program is to 
provide an edu-
cation to help 
these children 

learn life skills to improve their stan-
dard of living, and also to provide 
spiritual training to address the true 
need...the need for a knowledge of 
and a personal relationship with God 
through Jesus Christ. 

And all thy children shall be taught of 
the Lord; and great shall be the peace 
of thy children. Isaiah 54:13
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CARIBBEAN BOARD PROJECTS - 2011
All volunteers should contact the project coordinator. Should you not be able to contact the coordinator, for Haiti direct your

inquiry to Bro. Rich Bertschi, Ph. 309-467-6110, E-mail lemangm@mtco.com.

HAITI
Data updated from the Apostolic Christian World Relief web site as of August 11

th
, 2011 -www.acworldrelief.org/work-teams-caribbean/

Project Year 2011 Coordinator Capacity

Les Cayes Oct 21-28 Steven Veins 12

MEBSH viens_steven_l@sbcglobal.net

Construction

Les Cayes Oct 28-Nov 4 Maurice Schaefer 4

AWA 309-925-3740

Water Aid schaefs2@gmail.com

Les Cayes Dec 2-9 Ted Habegger 12

MEBSH 260-694-6765

Construction tjh@citznet.com

Les Cayes Dec 9-12 Rich Bertschi ACWR-CC

MEBSH 309-467-2351

Haiti Support lemangm@mtco.com

Les Cayes Dec 12-19 Rick Wuethrich 4

FRW 219-567-9488

Vocational School rick@wuethrichfarms.com

Project Year 2012 Coordinator Capacity

Les Cayes Jan 2-9 Ron Palitto 12

MEBSH 330-336-5373

Construction Ronp@palittoconsulting.com

Les Cayes Jan 6-13 Maurice Schaefer 4

AWA 309-925-3740

Water Aid schaefs2@gmail.com

Les Cayes Jan 20-27 Rick Wuethrich 12

FRW 219-567-9488

Simone Orphanage rick@wuethrichfarms.com

Les Cayes Jan 27-Feb 3 Rod Wieland 12

MEBSH 989-671-0404

Construction rhwieland@speednetlic.com

Les Cayes Feb 3-10 Dale Frank 12

SEED 319-766-3661

Agricultural Aid dtfrank@louisacomm.net

Les Cayes Mar 2-9 Rodney Menold 12

MEBSH rminpeoria@hotmail.com

Construction

Les Cayes Mar 9-16 Jon Zeller 12

MEBSH 309-266-9009

Maintenance jzeller@mtco.com

Les Cayes Mar 9-16 Rick Wuethrich 4

FRW 219-567-9488

Vocational School rick@wuethrichfarms.com

Les Cayes Mar 16-23 Rich Bertschi 12

MEBSH 309-467-2351

Construction lemangm@mtco.com

Les Cayes Mar 23-30 Larry Kaufmann 12

SEED 815-716-6018

Agricultural Aid ljkaufmann@juno.com

Les Cayes Apr 6-13 Maurice Schaefer 4

AWA 309-925-3740

Water Aid schaefs2@gmail.com

Les Cayes Apr 13-16 Rich Bertschi ACWR-CC

MEBSH 309-467-2351

Haiti Support lemangm@mtco.com

Les Cayes Jun 8-15 Rick Wuethrich 4

FRW 219-567-9488

Vocational School rick@wuethrichfarms.com

JAMAICA
Data updated from the Apostolic Christian World Relief web site as of August 11

th
, 2011 -www.acworldrelief.org/work-teams-caribbean/

Project Year 2012 Coordinator Capacity

Kingston School Jan. 7-14 Roger Stoller 40

CCCD 309-747-3228

rstoller@gridcom.net

Pre-School Teacher Needed

The Apostolic Christian Preschool has an immediate opening for a teacher directed of the Lord, with a
degree and/or experience in Elementary or Early Childhood Education. It is a wonderful experience to
teach children about the Lord in a loving, Christian environment. If you feel the call and want to find out
more please contact:

Bro. Mike Moore (256) 729-0620 (256) 777-3390

Email: ALM38@aol.com
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MEXICO
If anyone is interested in leading a team to Mexico, contact Bro. Mike Fiechter at 260-597-7330 or mfiechter@onlyinternet.net

Data updated from the Apostolic Christian World Relief web site as of August 11
th
, 2011 -www.acworldrelief.org/work-teams-mexico/

Location Year 2011 Coordinator

Reynosa Oct 5-12 Cheryl Herrmann

Medical cherrmann@frontier.com

Magdalena Nov 19-26 Rod Schmidt

Construction 303-774-7913

rschmidt@acosta.com

Haiti and Jamaica Work Team Code Definitions

CCCD=Caribbean Christian Center for the Deaf

MEBSH = Missions of Evangelical Baptists of South Haiti

Palm Grove = Mission of Haiti

S.E.E.D. = An Agricultural School & Extension Service

TBA = To Be Announced

Palm Grove = Mission of Haiti

A.W.A. - B.= Apostolic Water Aid/Bluffton

A.W.A. - FRW = Apostolic Water Aid/Francesville, Remington,

Wolcott

A.W.A. - T = Apostolic Water Aid/Tremont

(*) = Changes or additions since last issue

(**) = Spring Break Timeframe

USA World Relief Committee
For area work or disaster projects, please contact the following USA committee member:

* Bro. Kent Heimer Counseling Elder Taylor, MO Cell# 573-248-5701
* Bro. Chuck Kellenberger Chairman Elgin, IL Cell# 224-629-6531
* Bro. Bill Leman Treasurer Roanoke, IL Cell# 309-241-0257
* Bro. Les Schambach Administrator/Sec. Elgin, IL Cell# 630-247-5271
* Bro. Tom Neuenschwander Bluffton, IN Cell# 260-307-6026
* Bro. Ray Slagel Fairbury, IL Cell# 815-848-3714
* Bro. Paul Kaeb Bern, KS Cell# 785-547-5269

Administrator Job Opening at Hospital Lumiere
As the Lord opens the hearts, we are searching for a Hospital 
Administrator who will be acting as the Chief Operating officer for 
Hospital Lumiere at Bonne Fin, Haiti.  Under the direction of the 
Hospital board, the administrator is to enable the hospital to provide, 
in a Godly way, the best care possible within the Haiti environment.  

Some responsibilities will include overseeing: staffing, training, 
recordkeeping, hospital team building, efficient operations and 
maintenance of facilities, monitor community needs, excellent 
communication through all facets of the Hospital operations and 
management, and chair various Hospital committees.  

As the Lord lays this opportunity to serve on your heart, 
please contact: 

Bro. Tom Hitz
tchitz@sbcglobal.net 
734-454-9229     www.acworldrelief.org
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RE MEM BERING

The con clud ing re marks of  El -
der Noah Schrock on church his -
tory at Phoe nix, Ar i zona (which
are brief)  are giv ing way to sub se -
quent data  we were able to learn
about this talk from min is ter ing
Bro. Ron Kipfer of Bluffton, In di -
ana, who was pres ent at the talk.
Also,  bio graph i cal data on Bro.
Noah is in cluded.

Bro. Ron and some young, sin -
gle broth ers in faith from his lo cal
church had flown to Ar i zona over
a se mes ter  break and were pres ent 
to hear Bro. Noah talk on church
his tory.  Ac cord ing to his rec ol lec -
tion, the talk was at tended by now
El der Bro. Jon Kokanovich, who
at that time was not yet a mem ber
in the church.  Also, Bro. Loren
Schrenk, later a  min is ter for
many years, was there.  It was
thought Bro. Noah spoke af ter a
sing ing in Bro. Henry and Sis.
Ora Schrenk’s com mu nity gath er -
ing place in a mo bile home park
they owned.

Noah Schrock  1892-1976
The fol low ing are ex cerpts

from March ing To Zion, pages
316-317, per tain ing to the life of
El der Bro. Noah Schrock.  

Noah Schrock, who was born
Au gust 29, 1892, near
Congerville, Il li nois — and later
moved to Oakville, Iowa in 1916
— served in the min is try
fifty-nine years.  He was or dained

El der at Oakville on May 10,
1940, and served un til his death
in April, 1976.  Dur ing many
years of ser vice to the church, he
was known as an or a tor with gifts
from the Lord. Dur ing his era, his
in flu ence was per haps as wide as
any one’s in the church.

In ad di tion to preach ing and
serv ing as El der over many
churches west of the Mis sis sippi
River, he was a mean ing ful force
in the high est coun cils of the
church. For sev eral years he
served in a lead er ship ca pac ity in
the El der Body of the Ap os tolic
Chris tian Church.  He made
many trips to Ja pan to as sist the
church’s mis sion ary ef forts there.  
He also was in stru men tal in help -
ing to es tab lish a small con gre ga -
tion in Re gina, Sas katch e wan,
Can ada.

In ad di tion to his church and
farm ing du ties, he served nine -
teen years as pres i dent of the Up -
per Mis sis sippi Flood Con trol
As so ci a tion.  He an nu ally made
trips to Wash ing ton, D. C., to tes -
tify be fore Con gres sio nal com mit -
tees on re quests for flood con trol
ap pro pri a tions that would help to
pro tect the area’s bot tom land.  In 
1946, he was among those who
suf fered flood ing losses — los ing
125 head of cat tle and 90 hogs.

On April 8, 1976, his fu neral
was held at Oakvil le,  
Twenty-seven El ders of the
church from eight states con -

verged to gether in his home
church nes tled in the bluff ad join -
ing the Mis sis sippi River to pay
their last re spects to this be loved
and re spected church leader.

His es teem in the com mu nity
was such that the Burlington
Hawkeye sent a re porter to cover
the fu neral and burial ser vice.  A
head line on page three of that
pub li ca tion’s is sue the next day
read, “Shep herd Of The Flock
Has Gone To Rest.”

Bro. Noah was noted for his in -
ter est in the his tory of the church. 
He of ten would make his tor i cal
pre sen ta tions as he trav eled to
the var i ous con gre ga tions he
served.  In his gen er a tion, it is
quite likely he was as well in -
formed as any one con cern ing the
his tory of the Ap os tolic Chris tian
Church.

He was mar ried to Sis. Hattie
Lanz, orig i nally from Rockville,
Con nect i cut.

Bro. Noah was suc ceeded in the
Elder ship at Oakville by Bro. Ed -
ward M. Lanz, who had been or -
dained one year be fore his death.

By Perry Klopfenstein
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The Light Of Hope
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You and I are alive, liv ing here on
earth.  In spite of the sov er eignty of
God, we have some thing to say about
what kind of a life we live.  Then the
ques tion arises, what kind of a life
should we live?  We would like to live
life at its best but not ev ery one agrees
on what is the best life.

  One idea is to have enough money
to buy any thing you want and to do
any thing you want would be the best
life.  An other idea is that self-in dul -
gence in ev ery thing you feel like do ing
would be the best life.  How ever, it is
pos si ble to have ei ther or both of these
life styles and still be quite mis er a ble.

  What does the Bi ble say about life
and how we are to live it?  In Luke
12:15 Christ is quoted as say ing, “For
a man’s life consisteth not in the abun -
dance of the things which he
possesseth.”  The Apos tle Paul wrote
in II Tim o thy 2:22, “Flee also youth ful 
lusts.”  Tim o thy was still young so
Paul used the word “youth ful,” but
the ex hor ta tion ap plies to peo ple of all
ages.  Ev i dently, nei ther great wealth
nor self-in dul gence is the an swer to
the liv ing the best life.

  Life at its best re quires that we be
at peace with our selves and with God
in our in ner souls.  There fore, to re -
pent and to be come a fol lower of Je sus
Christ is one step in ex pe ri enc ing life
at its best.  Thereby the fear of what
lies be yond death and the grave is
pretty much taken away.

  The next im por tant thing af ter be -
com ing a fol lower of Je sus Christ, is to
walk in the light or to abide in Christ. 
I John 1:7 reads, “But if we walk in the 
light, as he is in the light, we have fel -
low ship one with an other, and the

“Life At Its Best”
Re tired El der Bro. Wil lis Ehnle, for merly of Shioda, Ja pan

blood of Je sus Christ his Son
cleanseth us from all sin.”  Christ said
in John 15:5, “I am the vine, ye are the
branches:  He that abideth in me, and I 
in him, the same bringeth forth much
fruit:  for with out me ye can do noth -
ing.”

  I be lieve we can say that in or der to
live the abun dant life we should abide
in Christ and we should walk in the
light.  In or der to do this we would do
well to fol low Paul’s ad vise in Romans
12:1 which reads, “I be seech you
there fore, breth ren, by the mer cies of
God, that ye pres ent your bod ies a liv -
ing sac ri fice, holy, ac cept able unto
God, which is your rea son able ser -
vice.”  In or der to pres ent our bod ies a
liv ing sac ri fice I sug gest that we all
prom ise God that we will al ways take
the path that brings Christ the most
glory, re gard less of per sonal will or de -
sire in the mat ter.  This helps us in
mak ing de ci sions.

  I be lieve that life at its best is to
have an ap pre ci a tion of na ture, to no -
tice the flow ers, the trees, and the sky.  
I be lieve it in cludes be ing friendly and
hav ing friends, broth ers and sis ters in
Christ, whom we ap pre ci ate and love.

  Hav ing food, cloth ing, and shel ter,
and to be con tent there with is im por -
tant in hav ing or liv ing life at its best. 
It is also help ful not to have debts that
you can not pay.  Debts that are more
than cov ered by your as sets don’t
cause much con cern. 

  To be ami a ble and easy to get along 
with helps us to live life at its best. 
Con flict and strife is one thing to
avoid,  as much as pos si  ble.  
Philippians 2:3 reads, “Let noth ing be
done through strife or vain glory; but

in low li ness of mind let each es teem
other better than them selves.”  

  It is im por tant to have a good re la -
tion ship with mem bers of your fam ily, 
and also with your church.  Je sus said,
Mat thew 5:41, “And who so ever shall
com pel thee to go a mile, go with him
twain.”  This is an ex hor ta tion that we 
should not make an is sue over some -
thing that does not need to be an is sue.  
Do more than what you are com pelled
to do.  I doubt that any one who is de -
ter mined to be a non-con form ist will
ever have the truly abun dant life, or
life at its best.  Speak ing of the abun -
dant life, Je sus said in John 10:10, “I
am come that they might have life, and 
that they might have it more abun -
dantly.”

  It takes ef fort to live life at its best. 
We need to have cer tain prac tices of
prayer and Bi ble read ing ev ery day,
pleas ant and ap pro pri ate ways of
greet ing each other, a will ing ness to
eat and drink what is good for us, and
to be ded i cated and con se crated to
Christ.  

  This may not be true for ev ery body
but for me, at least, life at its best in -
cludes go ing to bed early and aris ing
early in the morn ing.  There is some -
thing about get ting a good start in the
morn ing, with an ex er cise rou tine,
which adds to life at its best, for me.  

  In the fi nal anal y sis, it is the con di -
tion of our soul and what we are do ing
for eter nity that con trib utes the most
to liv ing life at its best.  It is also help -
ful to be for giv ing and to use “Please,”
and “Thank you,” fre quently, with
mem bers of your im me di ate fam ily. 
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