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Sermon by Bro. Cory Metzger, Wichita, KS
II Chronicles 9:1-23 & II Corinthians 11

June 2011

Good morning and greetings in the
name of Jesus Christ. It is always a
joy when we open the Word of God.
When I am not in Wichita, some Sun
days I am nervous and sometimes I
am not. I guess I am used to about
fifty people. But nonetheless God is
faithful, He provides and He meets
our needs. We do ask for prayer and
that as we read from the Word, each
of our hearts can be prepared for
what God has for us today.

In II Chronicles 9 we read about
various times in the life of Solomon
and his children. Something that co
mes to my mind as we read this, we
are all familiar with the story of Solo
mon and his life and his great wealth.
In the news here just this last week -
I don't know how many of you pay at
tention to it, it is not really that sig
nificant - there is a magazine called
Forbes Magazine and it puts out the
wealthiest men on earth. I don't
know if you ever pay attention to
that. I always find it kind of interest
ing. Over the years, most ofus are fa
miliar with Bill Gates. He has
traditionally been the wealthiest
man in the world. But here over the
last couple of years, there is a man in
Mexico - I want to say he is a telecom
magnate - who has all kinds of tele
communications businesses. Now he
is the wealthiest man. But what is in
teresting to me is that Warren Buffet
and Bill Gates, I think their net worth
dropped twenty billion or something,
I don't know.

But as I looked over that and we
read the story of Solomon, we really
need to put into perspective this issue
of wealth. The reason we do is be
cause we read about Solomon here
and we read of the reputation of Solo
mon. He had a tremendous reputa
tion. He was a wise man. He was a
godly man. Early on in his years, he
did that which was right in the sight
of God. Yet, beloved, we can read
later in the accounts of Solomon,
whether it was his wealth, whether it
was all the wives and concubines or
whether it was the idol worship he be
gan to adopt, eventually you could
say he failed. He made some extraor
dinarily poor decisions. It is a chal-

lenge.
Verse twenty is talking about the

vessels and the glasses and the things
that were used in the temple by Solo
mon. "And all the drinking vessels of
king Solomon were of gold, and all the
vessels of the house of the forest of
Lebanon were of pure gold' none were
of silver..." HI Chronicles 9320. This
man had a degree of wealth that is
probably even incomparable in to
day's time. Yet Solomon, in and
amidst all of these great possessions
and earthly splendor, really forgot
God.

I think all of us are familiar with
Ecclesiastes. He came to a point in
life where he understood some of the
foolishness of some of his judgments.
Yet here was the queen of Sheba.
What was her response? Her re
sponse was that Solomon far ex
ceeded even her wildest imagination
in his wealth and his splendor and all
those things. Yet Solomon himself re
ally couldn't handle all God gave him.
It is a sobering account. May we be
challenged in the blessings that God
gives us, that we don't lose the eter
nal perspective. Solomon said in Ec
clesiastes, ''Vanity of vanities, saith
the Preacher, vanity of vanities; all is
vanity." 132. Everything! The only
thing that he said really mattered in
the end was that we had a right rela
tionship with God.

II Corinthians 11 is a familiar
scripture. The apostle Paul was a
spiritual father to many of the Gen
tile churches, Corinth being one of
them. If you are a parent, you under
stand your love for your child. You
understand the desire of your heart
that your child would behave in acer
tain way or be obedient. Ultimately,
as a believer, your hearts' desire is
that your children, by faith, believe
the Gospel of Jesus Christ and are
born again. That's really the ulti
mate desire of any parent. As we read
the writing of Paul's, we see the heart
of a spiritual parent to his spiritual
children. His desire, as he said in
some of his writings, was that his
children were perfected in the Faith.

In the First book of Corinthians,
Paul was kind of like a parent that

maybe his specific goal at that time
was to really discipline and chastise
his spiritual children. In I Corinthi
ans he really came down hard on this

Sermon continued on page 40

The Silver Lining subscriptions are
due from the following churches.
Please collect in:

July
1. Norwich, VT
2. Princeville, IL
3. Francesville, IN
4. Elgin, IL
5. Columbus, OH
6. Belvidere, IL
7. Bern, KS

Suggested Donation: $14/subscription

Next correspondence due:
For July Issue

(16 May News - 15 June News)
Due: 20 June 2011

The Silver Lining (Vol. 66, #6)
1389 County Road 1600 N

Roanoke,IL 61561

USPS 496780

Published Monthly By The Apostolic
Christian Church of America

Counselors:
Tom Stock, Rick Plattner

Official Apostolic Christian
Church Website

www. apostolicchristian. org

SEND CORRESPONDENCE TO:
cleman@mtco.com
(e-mail is preferred)

The Silver Lining
1389 County Road 1600 N

Roanoke, IL, 61561
309-923-7192 (phone)
866-737-3177 (fax #1)
309-923-7359 (fax #2)

Periodical non-profit - postage paid at Roanoke,
IL 61561, and additional offices. The subscription
rate is a donation. Send zip number with address. Re
member to send changes of address. Send both old
and new addresses (with both zips). Postmaster send
address changes to:

The Silver Lining
1389 County Road 1600 N

Roanoke, IL 61561



June 2011

"And whatsoever ye do, do
it heartily, as to the Lord,
and not unto men"

(Colossians 3:23)
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Light From The Word
Giving Heartily, As To The Lord

Writings based
on God's Word
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Charitable giving is taught and mod
eled throughout the Bible. It was dem
onstrated profoundly by our Heavenly
Father when He gave His only begotten
Son, who then gave His life so that we
can spend eternity with Him. (John
3:16) The purpose of this article is to
help us understand the scriptural teach
ings which guide our charitable giving.
Application of these teachings will bring
glory to God and will further His work
here on earth.

All charitable endeavors should be
done with a heartfelt desire to bring glory
to God. "And whatsoever ye do, do it
heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto
men" (Col. 3:23). Our efforts must be
motivated by love for God and our fel
low human beings; otherwise, even the
greatest of benevolent offerings will be in
vain: for without "... charity, it profiteth
me nothing" (1 Cor. 13:3). We should
also recognize that giving is a command
ment of the Lord. (Luke 6:38) We are
called to labor diligently so that we can
provide adequately for those entrusted
to us (Rom. 12:11; 1 Tim. 5:8) and so
that we"... may have to give to him that
needeth" (Eph. 4:28). The Word com
mends giving to those in need (Rom.
15:26; 2 Car. 9:12-13) and condemns
"despising the poor" (Jam. 2:6). The
Apostle John questions whether the love
of God is in us if we see our brother's
need and withhold our compassion from
him. (1 John 3:17)

There are many biblical teachings re
garding the attitude with which we are to
give. We are to give humbly in the self
less spirit of Christ, with a willing, cheer
ful heart and without expectation of
recompense or reward.

We are instructed to give with "sim
plicity" (Rom. 12:8) which means in hu
mility, with sincerity of purpose and
without fanfare. Jesus was very dis
pleased with the Pharisee who boasted
openly about his fasting and tithing
(Luke 18:10-14). It should be our heart's
desire to give privately (whenever this is
practical) and without seeking the praise
of others (Matt. 6: 1). It is also scriptural
that evidence of our good works helps
others see the hand of God working
which may move them to glorify Him.

"Let your light so shine before men, that
they may see your good works and glorify
your Father which is in heaven" (Matt.
5:16). The key difference is whether we
want to be seen because of pride, or if we
are serving humbly in a role which is natu
rally visible, with a sincere desire to do it
heartily for the Lord. If the latter is our
heart's desire, any recognition here or re
ward in eternity will be unexpected, be
cause all we will have done is our
"reasonable service" (Rom.12:1). What a
joy for those faithful servants who will
someday be surprised to hear the Lord
say, "Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye
have done it unto one of the least of these
my brethren, ye have done it unto me"
(Matt. 25:40).
The Word exhorts us to be ready and

willing to give of ourselves and our re
sources to others (1 Tim. 6:18), with the
first requirement being a "willing mind"
(2 Car. 8:12). What is the response of our
heart when a collection to help a worthy
cause is announced or we learn of any spe
cific need? Do we sigh inside and feel the
weight of a sense of duty being pressed
upon us? The Apostle Paul warned
against giving grudgingly or of necessity;
" .. .for God loveth a cheerful giver" (2 Car.
9:7). Rather we are to respond with the
positive view that this is an "opportunity to
do good" (Gal. 6:10), even if our ability to
contribute is limited, because "... it is ac
cepted according to that a man hath, and
not according to that he hath not" (2 Car.
8:12). Already in the time of David's gath
ering of resources for the temple we see
the joy which comes forth with an attitude
of giving willingly: "Then the people re
joiced, for that they offered willingly, be
cause with perfect heart they offered
willingly to the Lord: and David the king
also rejoiced with great joy" (1 Chron.
29:9).

We are given teachings and examples
throughout the Bible which make it clear
that we are to give generously of those
things over which God has made us stew
ards. They are not our own-they belong
to God and we will someday give an ac
count of our stewardship. "Moreover it is
required in stewards, that a man be found
faithful" (1 Car. 4:2). Old Testament prin
ciples for giving to the Lord include pro-

portional tithing and offering something
of significant value-the firstfruits of
one's harvest and the best of one's flock.
While teaching about stewardship, Jesus
said: "For unto whomsoever much is
given, of him shall be much required"
(Luke 12:48). We are thankful that the
instruction in the New Testament calls
each of us to search our own hearts,
seeking the guidance of the Spirit (John
16:13) to make these decisions. "Every
man according as he purposeth in his
heart, so let him give.. ." (2 Car. 9:7). If
we look to the example of our beloved
Savior and what He has done for us, it
should move our hearts out of deep love
for Him to give freely and generously of
what we have. He gave a very pointed
charge to His disciples when He said,
".. .freely ye have received, freely give"
(Matt. 10:8). The Word in its complete
ness acknowledges that we are also
given the privilege of enjoying the fruits
of our labors, always recognizing God as
the one who" ... giveth us richly all things
to enjoy" ( 1 Tim. 6: 17). This same verse
warns us to never "... trust in uncertain
riches, but in the living God... " Rather
we are to"... do good... be rich in good
works, ready to distribute, willing to
communicate ... laying hold on eternal
life" (1 Tim. 6:18-19).

In summary, all of us have something
we can give, whether it be our physical
resources, a caring heart of love or any
form of service for someone in need.
The Lord Jesus gave us a beautiful ex
ample when He washed the disciples'
feet. This exemplified a very loving,
humble deed of service. (John 13:4-16)
When finished, He said, "If ye know
these things, happy are ye if ye do them"
(John 13:17). Knowing, understanding
and applying the instructions in the
Word regarding charitable giving will
bring glory to God and multiplied spiri
tual blessings. (Heb. 13:16; 2 Car.
9:10-14) The greatest gift of love we can
ever have a part in is helping a lost soul
(often unbeknown to us) receive the
"unspeakable gift" of salvation (2 Car.
9:15). This, like all worthwhile endeav
ors, can be done only by the grace of
God. (John 15:5; 2 Car. 9:8)

An editorial committee of elder brothers is preparing articles for this section of the Silver Lining to address some of the special needs of our times.
Suggestions for subjects are welcome and can be sent to:

Silver Lining Editorials, 1377 County Rd 1600 N, Roanoke, IL 61561 or by e-mail to cleman@mtco.com



4 SILVER LINING

l.rlJiEs ,\Mission Committee
...The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few; Pray ye therefore the

Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest. Matthew 9:37-38
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Thankful Hearts at
CVE in Magdalena
First and foremost we want to

thank our Creator for the bless
ings He has given us in this last
year! God's hand is definitely work
ing here at Casa Vida y Esperanza
and we are continually amazed at
His work.

Several of our older residents
have expressed a desire to walk
with Christ, as well as several who
have been coming to church consis
tently for quite some time. We were
blessed to have baptisms in Novem
ber of 2010, and we hope that those
who have made a beginning will
have the opportunity to share their
testimony of faith in baptism.
We are thankful for the work that

God is doing in His people's hearts
and are prayerful that our Lord
will continue to call those that are
searching for truth.
We had the opportunity to hold our

annual VBS last August and were
thankful for around 500 children
that were able to hear the truth of
God's Word during this special
week.

Candi and Osmara in Preschool

CVE school
We are grateful that our school con
tinues to grow and that in the past
year we started schooling all of our

residents on campus. It's been such
a blessing to have the children here,
and to know exactly what is being
taught to them.
We also have a few children who

receive one-on-one tutor lessons
with a teacher. Starting in the school
yearof2011-2012 we are hoping to
begin incorporating some students
from our church family into our
program. We are excited about the
transition and thankful for the op
portunity it brings for teaching more
children the truth in Jesus.

Growth and change
The orphanage has continued to
grow and change as we feel led by
the Lord regarding what is the best
way to serve those whom society
has cast aside. We have added two
new households, and have had some
engagements and marriages.

Currently we have five different
living households for children with
a census of around 30 children,
although we have had as many as
35 children in the past months. We
are also thankful that a few of our
children have been adopted, and
several others are in the process
of being adopted by different staff
families.

Praise God that He is working
in the lives of these little ones to
bring Moms and Dads to their lives.
Please be prayerful these adoptions

www.acmission.org

would pass through the governmen
tal process quickly and smoothly.

We have found it is possible to
adopt children, that are available
for adoption, if the adopting couple
resides in Mexico and the children
have been in their custody for two
years. The adoption is completed
in Mexico. It is not through the
U.S., but is recognized by the U.S.
after certain requirements are com
pleted.

Work teams
We are also grateful for all the work
teams who give oftheir time to come
and work on different projects. Cur
rently, the teams are focusing most
of their work on remodeling our
boy's dorm to be a house, including
a kitchen, living room and quarters
for house parents to live in, and also
a third group home. We appreciate
having another group home where
children can have more of a "fam
ily" setting, rather than a "dorm"
feel in their lives here.
As ofApril 2011, we have hosted

eight work teams and have several
more planned throughout the year.
If you are interested in coming on
a work team, you can see the cur
rent teams listed in the back of the
Silver Lining or on the World Relief
website: www.acworldrelief.org
We want to thank you, the Church,

the body of Christ for all of your
love, support, most importantly
your prayers. We know that without
your prayers we wouldn't be where
we are today. None ofus are here on
our own strength. This is the Lord's
work, not ours and we must never
forget that.
I am come that they might have

life, and that they might have it more
abundantly.
JOHN 10:10
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World Relief
As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men,

especially unto them who are of the household of faith. Galatians 6:10

One Child at a Time
On a March 2011 visit to Haiti,

representing ACWR Child
Sponsorship, one is overwhelmed
by the magnitude of poverty and
lack of infrastructure to service
the Haitian people. In Haiti's sea
of despair, Child Sponsorship pro
vides an island of hope, one child
at a time.

Earthquake trauma
Port-au-Prince, the capital, is an
intensely populated city where most
of the residents struggle for daily
survival. It is still reeling from unre
paired earthquake damage. The city
has almost no formal infrastructure
to provide basic services like water,
sewer, electricity or waste manage
ment. Open-air food markets reside
next to piles ofwaste throughout the
city. Almost no earthquake repair
construction is evident, with piles of
rubble on almost every comer.
UNICEF estimates that more than

220,000 lives were lost and count
less families fractured, impacting
750,000 children directly. More
than a year later, over one million
people remain displaced, living
primarily in crowded tent cities or
camps. Livelihoods, shelter and
services are hardly sufficient for
children to survive, let alone receive
an education to enhance their future
prospects of breaking out of the
cycle to become productive adults.

While earthquake damage is
much less significant in the remote

mountainous areas to the east of
Port-au-Prince, the standard of liv
ing seems almost frozen in "Bible
times." Very few country residents
have electricity or water in their
homes; most still walk or ride don
keys for miles to access water from
rivers and streams. In some areas,
wells have been drilled and serve as
a source of clean water, which still
has to be transported many miles
to individual homes or businesses.
Life is difficult and truly does meet
the "daily bread" description in the
Lord's prayer; a dependency few of
us in the U.S. can understand.
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An island of hope
In the midst of this extreme pov
erty and these challenging living
conditions, Child Sponsorship has
partnered with two Haitian Chris
tian organizations to sponsor nearly
100 Christian schools and over 750
individual students.
For $25 per month, your contribu

tion can provide a Christ-centered
education for a young person by
covering part of his or her cost for
tuition, books and uniforms.
And, for $110 per month, there is

a great need to sponsor a Christian
school, which contributes toward
covering administrative costs and
teacher salaries. If you want to get
involved in Child Sponsorship for
either a student or a school, please
contact:

www.acworldrelief.org

ACWR Child Sponsorship
PO Box 36
Morton, IL 61550
309-266-6080
childsponsorship@acwr.org

To learn more about Child Spon
sorship go to www.acworldrelief.
org: click on "Project Areas," then
"Child Sponsorships," then "How
to Sponsor a Child."

Planting the seeds of Truth
One of the blessings of our recent
visit to the schools where we spon
sor students was the opportunity to
distribute to each student almost
2,500 "25 Favorite Bible Stories"
books translated into Creole.

The children were thrilled and
received the gift as a treasured pos
session. Through our two Haitian
partners, around 15,000 of these
books have been distributed to all
the students in the schools where
we sponsor children.

Surely in the midst of all the de
spair in Haiti, each one ofthese chil
dren is a potential island of hope,
not only to be a more productive
adult, but to become an advocate
for God's Kingdom and to win other
souls for Christ.
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APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN
HOME FOR THE
HANDICAPPED

Summer is here! We are expecting
91 degrees of warm sunshine to
day ... praise God! It's been a wet spring
in central Illinois, so each day the fore
cast calls for sunshine is incredibly wel
come. Even though the weather has
been kind ofgray, this cannot be said for
our residents' moods. They have been
eagerly anticipating summer with all
the enjoyment that comes with the sea
son. And now that summer is here, they
have been taking lots of walks around
the community and Timber Ridge; they
have been busy planting flowers and
planning summer day trips to places
like Chicago, the Peoria Zoo, and the an
nual Peoria Steamboat Festival, to
mentionjust a few. Just like so many of
us enjoy summer family vacations, so do
our residents. And, they really are like
family trips ... several people packed in a
vehicle, stopping at rest stops, playing
travel games and, of course, stopping
every now and then for some eats.

The ability to travel and take sum
mer trips here and there truly is a bless
ing we have been afforded in this land of
the free. Indeed, we can come and go as
we please. However, our residents may
not always feel as though this is the case
for them as their lives are pretty much
structured in order that their general
care, health and leisure needs are met.
The thing that is quite insightful how
ever, is the fact that they accept this
structure. They do assist in the plan
ning to the degree that they are able.
Their preferences for leisure are cer
tainly honored when practically possi
ble and financially feasible. On the
occasions when we are not able to meet
their specific requests, they truly do "go
with the flow" and are really quite con
tent. For this writer anyway, God uses
these times in their lives to teach me
thatjoy is found in submission. As diffi
cult as it can often be to submit, at least
this writer has found that when being
honest with self, there has been a deep
joy on the other end ofthat submission -
every time. Just as our residents may
learn that a trip they originally may not
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have thought would be fun, like a visit to
Springfield, IL, for example, truly is a
lot of fun ... especially when a train trip
is involved!

As our residents submit to their real
ity and find joy in it, we find that when
we let the One who deeply desires to
care for each and every one of our needs
to grow us and show us His infinite love,
that the paths He takes us on through
out life's journey really are far more in
teresting, far more spiritually
strengthening and far greater in
breadth and depth than what our finite
minds could have conceived.

"For this cause I bow my knees unto
the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Of
whom the whole family in heaven and
earth is named, That he would grant
you, according to the riches ofhis glory,
to be strengthened with might by his
Spirit in the innerman; That Christmay
dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, be
ing rooted and grounded in love, May be
able to comprehend with all saints what
is the breadth, and length, and depth,
and height; And to know the love of
Christ, which passeth knowledge, that
ye might be filled with all the fullness of
God.

Now unto him that is able to do ex
ceeding abundantly above all that we
ask or think, according to the power
that worketh in us, Unto him be glory in
the church by Christ Jesus throughout
all ages, world without end. Amen."

Ephesians 3:14-21

GATEWAYWOODS
APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN

CHILDREN'S HOME
Ross Feller

What comes to your mind when you
think of Gateway Woods? I would ven
ture to say that for most ofus, myselfin
cluded, the first image is some memory
from the Annual Auction. For years,
when I thought of the children at Gate
way Woods I thought of the images of
them singing on stage at the opening
program, each of them in straight rows
wearing skirts or khakis and button-up
shirts. I realize now that for years I had
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thought ofGateway as littlemore than a
summer camp, a place where children
came to spend some time learningabout
what God intended a family to look like,
and then they would move on as better
people.

You can imagine my surprise when I
began my job at Gateway and I heard
some of the stories of what these chil
dren have gone through in their lives:
divorce, abuse, abandonment and in
many cases, far worse things. And it is
n't just the Residential program; nearly
all of the families we work with,
whether in our Home-Based program or
Foster Care have similar stories. Sadly,
some of these children may never re
cover from their experiences. They will
continue to make bad choices and cause
harm to themselves and others. How
ever, through the grace of God, some of
them do come to Him! This is what is so
amazing about the power of the love of
our God! He can and does touch the
hearts of even the most jaded and hurt
children.

I do not say any of this to excuse the
behavior of these children. They are re
sponsible for the decisions they have
made, and each of them must learn to
live with the consequences. My prayer is
that they will learn to throw off their
past and learn to run after a God who
loves them more than their families
ever have.

Pray, please pray. Not for the neat
and well-dressed children you see at the
Gateway Woods Annual Auction, but
instead for the hurting and hardened
child inside. Pray for the many children
that have come to Gateway in the past,
and for the many that will come in the
future.

"Come unto me, all ye that labour
and are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn
ofme; for I am meek and lowly in heart:
and ye shall find rest unto your souls.
For my yoke is easy, and my burden is
light."

Matthew 11:28-30

- Please mark your calendar for our
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2011 Annual Benefit Auction on Satur
day, August 6th.

- GatewayWoods welcomed two new
residents to campus this past month.
Please pray with us as they become ac
customed to their newhome. It can be a
difficult adjustment for new residents
as they discover a very different living
situation than they have experienced
before.

- Our Adoption programjust passed
a major milestone by helping to place
over 200 children into permanent
Christian families. We praise the Lord
for these opportunities and for His con
tinuedworkofsettingthe lonely in fam
ilies.

- Summer is quickly approaching
and with that comes our many summer
volunteers! Bro. Brandon Wiegand
(Gridley, IL) will be servingas our Sum
mer Volunteer Coordinator. Ifyou are
over 19 years old and have a desire to
serve the Lord and children with other
believers, please visit the volunteer
page on our website at: www.
gatewaywoods.org/supporters/ volun
teer where you can electronically sub
mit avolunteer application and obtain a
volunteer reference form. Thankyou in
advanceforyourwillingness to serve!

- We currently have two positions
open at Gateway Woods: Assistant
Houseparent and Alternate House
parent. Please see the notices in this
month's edition ofThe Silver Lining for
more information or visit the Career
Opportunities page on our website at:
www.gatewaywoods.org/support
ers/career-opportunities. We trust that
God will continue to provide us with
qualified, mature Brothers and Sisters
whowill be able to serveHimin aminis
try that is 'TurningLivesAround'. Per
haps this includes you!

- You are an important advocate to
help us spread the word about God's
work at Gateway Woods. Please con
tinue to lift us up in prayer, check our
website www.gatewaywoods.org and
our Facebook page at facebook.
com/gatewaywoods often for updates,
andmake sure thatyou are on ourmail
ing list. In an effort to be as efficient as
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possiblewe aregatheringasmanyemail
addresses as we can for our E-Post.
Please send a message to mail
@gatewaywoods.org.

APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN
PRESCHOOL

Athens, Alabama
Louise Hall

Another school year has come to a
close, with seven children graduating
from preschool and entering Kinder
garten in the fall of 2011. Graduation
night was held May 20, with all of the
children participating in the program.
They quoted Bible verses that they had
memorized throughout the school year
and sang songs they learned about Je
sus andtheBible. It is always so encour
aging to see children this young able to
sing and quote Bible songs and verses!
Someofthe Bibleverses theyworkedon
this month were "I will praise thee, 0
Lord, with my whole heart ..." Psalm
9:1, and "Train up a child in the way he
shouldgo: andwhenhe is old, hewill not
depart from it." Proverbs 22:6. They
also learnedabout shapes, andreviewed
the school year's lessons.

At our Memorial Day Singing this
year, we had four of our former Pre
school Teachers and one current Pre
school teacher, along with some of the
children, sing songs theyhadtaught the
children over theyears. Itwas special to
have fourofour former teachers return,
and appreciate them helping out at the
Preschool during their visit. The chil
dren always love to have their former
teachers help out at the Preschool.

ALABAMA, ATHENS
Louise Hall
PamMoore

"Behold, a whirlwind of the Lord is
gone forth in fury, even a grievous
whirlwind: it shall fall grievously upon
the head of the wicked."

Jeremiah 23:19

We continue to be in the cleanup
stage of recovery from the Day of Tor-
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nadoesonApril27, 2011. Weare thank
ful to have the Apostolic Christian
World Relief Team in Athens helping
with the cleanup from the tornadoes.
We have many visitors each week, from
all over the United States coming to
help. We enjoy meetingmany new peo
ple and renewing previous friendships
as the teams come to help out. We pray
God's blessings oneachandeveryone.

We've had many visiting ministers
this past month, sharing the Word of
God with us: Bro. Daron Price (Sis.
Monica) and family (Milford, IN), Bro.
Ron Kipfer (Sis. Linda, Bluffton, IN),
Bro. Dean Steffen (Sis. Carol) and fam
ily (Belvidere, IL), Bro. Fred Funk (Sis.
Diane) and family (Morton, IL), Bro.
Roger Sauder (Sis. Judy, Ft. Lauder
dale, FL), and Elder Bro. Andy Stoller
(Sis. Roberta, Smithville, OH).

We rejoice to have Bro. Matthew and
Sis. KristyMooremove backto theAth
ens area, after spending a year in Au
rora, CO. We look forward to their love
and support in the Athens congrega
tion.

We had four high school graduates
this year: Luke Moore (Bro. Mike and
Sis. Pam), Jessica Edelman (Bro.
Kerwin and Sis. Sara), Olivia and Ros
lyn Coulter (Bro. David and Sis. Barb).
We pray that God will guide and bless
their lives as they make future plans.

We ask for prayers for Tracy, daugh
ter ofAndrew Haggenmaker, who now
has Hospice services. We also ask your
prayers forBro. J.R. Hall, who is having
numerous medical problems, and will
be having surgery.

May 28 and 29were the dates for the
Athens/Tennessee Memorial Day
Weekend. The topicwas the "Historyof
the Apostolic Christian Church", with
Bro. Ron Kipfer (Bluffton, IN) as the
speaker. We enjoyed aweekend ofsing
ing, eating, fellowshippingand learning
about the history of our Church. The
weekend was a blessing for those who
attended.
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ARIZONA, PHOENIX
Heather Hinrichsen

SharingtheWordofGodwithus this
month were Bro. Richard Aberle (At
lanta), Bro. Bill Schick (Magdalena),
Bro. Loren Schrenk (St. Louis), Bro.
Brad Bauer (Tucson), Bro. JeffWaibel
(Leo), and Elder Bro. Wayne Banwart
(Champaign). We thank these brothers
and their wives for taking time out to
visit the Phoenix congregation.

Many in our congregation are in
need of healing prayer this month.
Megan Sutton (Bro. Tim and Sis.
Verene) was involved in a serious bicy
cle accident that required surgery. Sis.
Ruby Barna has been struggling with
health issues and has been unable to as
semble with us. Bro. KennySchmidgall
and Sis. Mary Jo have moved to a new
care facility in Paradise Valley. Their
new address is: SunquestManor, 10419
N 57th St., Paradise Valley, AZ, 85253.
Sis. Toni Bentley is now in a care facil
ity. Her newaddress is: ScottsdaleHeri
tage Court, Room #412, 3339 N.
Drinkwater Blvd., Scottsdale, AZ
85251.

Bro. Earl Rothwent home to bewith
the Lord on April 26. He is survived by
his wife, Sis. Marilyn; children: Steven
and Jill (Scottsdale), Bro. Daniel and
Sis. Patty (Phoenix), Shirley and Ty
Gillespie (Phoenix), Sis. Sherry (Phoe
nix), Charlene andJerry Sanders (Vail)
and Todd and Jill (Scottsdale); two
brothers and one sister, twelve grand
children and fourteen great-grandchil
dren. We continue to pray for Sis.
Marilyn as she has moved to Roanoke,
IL.

We keep the family of Wayne
Schrenkin ourprayers as he left this life
on April 23. A memorial service was
held onApril 30 in the Fellowship Hall.
He is survived by his brother, Bro.
Loren Schrenk (St. Louis), his two chil
dren, NicoleWitter andDavid Schrenk,
and four grandchildren, Jack, Charlie,
Landon and Liam.

Our annual church business meet
ingwas heldMay 3. The following posi
tions were filled: Sunday School
Assistant Superintendent - Bro. Mark
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Steffen; Trustee Secretary - Bro. Larry
Labudde; Trustee Exterior Mainte
nance - Bro. Tim Sutton; Trustee Fel
lowship Hall - Bro. Todd Baum; Lunch
Fund Treasurer - Bro. Nate Knochel;
Ushers - Bro. Leon Baumgartner and
Bro. Aldo Yackley; andWorld Relief as
sistants - Sis. Verene Sutton and Sis.
Wanda Hoerr. We thank those who
have served and will serve our church
for their love and willingness to take
care of our church body.

We also honor our graduates this
month. They are: from the 8th Grade -
Casey Katich, Claire Steffen, Erica
Emch, and Megan Sutton; from high
school - TrevorMeiss, Sis. T'kyaHoerr,
Whitney Baum, Bro. Steven Emch, and
Leah Mitchell; from college - Sis.
Kaitlyn Meiss, Tim Kokanovich, and
Sis. Abby Freed. We pray for them as
theyenterthenextphaseoftheir lives.

ARIZONA, PRESCOTT
Max Knobloch

Once again we have been blessed
this pastmonthwith life andhope in the
salvation of our Lord Jesus Christ. We
were reminded ofHis grace and mercy
as we celebrated Good Friday and
Easter Sunday. He died so that we
wouldnothave to. Hepaidtheprice that
we could not repay. We by God's grace
are able to be adopted into His family
and by repentance and conversion
through Him, we can look forward to
living with our Heavenly Father and
Saviour Jesus Christ forever! It was a
blessing when we were able to see the
Sunday School children sing and read
about the awesome Easter story. Our
hearts were touched as their tender
voices liftedpraise to our risenKing.We
thank our Sunday School teachers as
well for the effort they put in to prepare
thechildren. ThePrescott congregation
has also decided to add another teacher
to teach grades 2 through 5. Sis. Denise
Steidinger was voted into this position.
May God give her wisdom in teaching
the kids Sundayto Sundayaswell as ev
ery day of the week.

The faithful brothers and sisters
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who ministered with us recently were
Bro. Howard and Sis. Kristen Plattner
(Alto, MI), Bro. Earl and Sis. Suzanne
Beery (Rittman, OH), Bro. JamesEmch
(Phoenix), Bro. Keith Hinrichsen
(Phoenix), Elder Bro. Jon and Sis.
Nancy Kokanovich, and Bro. Jeff and
Sis. Margo Waibel (Leo, IN). What a
blessingonce again to have suchwilling
fellow believers travel many miles to
serve us each week.

We would also like to congratulate
our graduates. They were Bro. Max
Knobloch, and Matt and John
Schmidgall (DougandSusan). MayGod
guide them as John moves on to college
and Bro. Max and Matt pursue their
post-college careers.

"Trust in theLordwith all thyheart;
and lean not unto thine own under
standing."

Proverbs 3:5

"My soul, wait thou only upon God;
for my expectation is from Him."

Psalm 62:5

We were also able to finish the Love
and Respect Bible study on May 14.
Most everybodywas able to attend, and
it was a blessed evening. The studywas
concluded with the focus where it
should be, onJesus. He commands hus
bands to love their wives andwives rev
erence their husbands regardless ofthe
other's performance. He asks us to do it
for Him. We trust that the Lord will
bless Bro. James andSis. GinaEmch for
their effort in traveling up from Phoe
nix the past four Saturdays to serve us.
Thank you both very much.

ARIZONA, TUCSON
Lisa Knapp

We continue to be prayerful and
thankful for the growth and progress of
little Reuben and Eli Steffen, the beau
tiful little boys born to Bro. Jamin and
Sis. Lauren Steffen prematurely on
March 22. Reuben has come home from
the hospital and is making his Mommy
and Daddy very happy! As of this writ-
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ing, little Eli is progressing toward his
goal of coming home to join Reuben.
Mommy and Daddy are splitting their
time between home and the hospital.
Visits from grandparents, meals from
church families and lots ofprayers, en
couragement and love from family and
friends across the country are keeping
the Steffen family goinguntil they are a
complete family unit one day soon.

Our dear Bro. Les Plattner was fi
nallygrantedhiswishandwenthometo
be with his Lord and Saviour, Jesus
Christ. Les was tired ofthis life and the
pain he was experiencing since falling
awhile back and breaking ribs. He was
always upbeat inhis spirit but also long
ing to go home. Les was such a wonder
ful gift to theTucsonchurch in the short
few years we enjoyed with him. A
kinder, gentlermanyouwill nevermeet
andwe are the richer for havingknown
him. Les was always a pleasure to visit
with and we looked forward to seeing
him each Sunday. We will miss Les so
much, and we are grateful for the Lord
allowing him to touch our lives. May
God richly bless his family and friends
as they seek to move on in this life with
out his presence.

Elder Bro. Jon Kokanovich (Phoe
nix) and Elder Bro. Jim Plattner
(Princeville, IL) were both with us for
Bro. Les' funeral. We thank them both
for their love and service.

We are enjoying a most unusual
spring this year. We have not ap
proached the 100 degreemark, which is
usually threatening to spoil our spring
by now. We are instead having cooler,
cloudydayswith little threats ofrain in
terspersed by days of warm, sunny
weather. We may even make it to June
without recording our first 100 degree
day, a rarity but a very welcome one!

CALIFORNIA, ALTADENA

LIFE is the theme ofourmonth! We
celebrated LIFE with the resurrection
of Jesus on Easter morning! Many
friends and family gathered early in the
morning to join us as we made our an-
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nual trek into the local foothills, to look
out over the city and worship a risen
Savior! Itwasglorious! Wewentbackto
church for a delicious hot breakfast and
fellowship. Then before the morning
service, our Sunday School told the
story again with scripture, verse and
song! Somanyreasons toPraiseGod for
the LIFE ofHis Son!

OnMay 7, we shared theLord's Sup
per, remembering the LIFE of Christ
and what He did for us. It was a small
group, with Bro. Herb and Sis. Laurie
Knochel (Phoenix) here to share the
service with us. On Mother's Day, we
celebrated LIFE again: God's gift of
mothers, the lives they've lived, the in
vestments they'vemade...andhowthey
have reflected God's love in lovingtheir
children andfamilies. Then, aftermuch
prayer andwaiting, wewelcomed NEW
LIFE, with baby Evelyn Jean! Scott,
ShaynaandJaceMangers are delighted
to have a precious baby girl...awelcome
gift ofLIFE! Grandparents, Bro. Doug
and Sis. Sandy Aberle, are pleased and
thankful, too!

Manuel (age 10), our friend from
Magdalena, Mexico, came up for some
prosthesis work on his leg at the
Shriners Hospital. He was accompa
nied by teaching staff from CVE,
Georgina, Paulina and Elizabeth... who
helpedwithtranslationandtransporta
tion. They took him faithfully to each
appointment, and also took in some of
the Los Angeles sights as well. They
shared Easter weekend with our con
gregation, and itwas ablessingforall!

On May 14, we contemplated Eter
nal LIFE, as we laid dear Sis. Kay
Hackenjos to rest. She was loved by
many, and after severalyears in the Eu
reka Home, came to her final resting
place here in Altadena.

All around us is evidence of LIFE,
with green mountains, bright flowers
budding, baby birds hatching, every
where there is LIFE! And all the lifewe
witness is evidence of the Cre
ator...who authors all LIFE, inside and
out! Praise we the Lord!
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CALIFORNIA, SAN DIEGO
Yasmin Koehl

"For whosoever shall do the will of
myFather which is in heaven, the same
ismybrother, and sister, andmother."

Matthew 12:50

What a glorious weekend we experi
encedand sharedtogetheraswehad the
blessings of the service of Elder Bro.
Ben Walder (Sis. Juanita, Congerville,
IL) who came to assist our Elder Bro.
Peter Petrovic in serving our brothers
and sisters in Holy Communion. We
thankboth Elder brothers for their lov
ing encouragement, exhortation and
their labors upon our behalf. May our
Lord and Savior who so freely gave of
Himself so that we might have this
blessed salvationbless our Elder broth
ers who follow Christ's example and
continuously give of themselves to
guide their flocks according to God's
Holy Word.

We were grateful to have Bro. Brent
Wagenbach come home safely for acou
ple of weeks from Haiti. We enjoyed
having him once more among us. Now
as he has traveled back to Haiti, our
prayerswill continue tobewithhim.We
pray the Lordwill continue to bless him
in his efforts and above all guide him in
all aspects ofhis life. We feel his absence
and hope he can feel our love for him as
he travels home on his visits.

Wewere blessedwith visitingminis
tering brothers, Bro. Mike Rieker (Sis.
Carol, Peoria IL) and Bro. Joe Klotzle
(Sis. Sue, Altadena, CA). We thank
them for sharing God's Word with us.
We welcome Sis. Marie Luthi from
Lamont/Gridley, KS, and Sis. Natalie
Stieglitz from Leo, IN, as they traveled
here with their occupations and plan to
bewithusduringthe summermonths.

We pray that their time with us
mightbe blessed andthat our congrega
tion may a source of spiritual encour
agement and strength to them while
they are with us.

We have several in our congregation
who have experienced one chapter in
their life closing and a new one opening

1
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up before them. Bro. Brian Wagenbach,
Bro. Doug Brewer (Sis. Janelle) and
Bro. Denny Fulop all have now com
pleted their college education. Our con
vert, Lizzy Fulop, completed her high
school education. Our prayers are that
the Lord will direct each of their steps,
that they may stand fast in the faith no
matterwhere the Lordmay lead them.

"Watch ye, stand fast in the faith,
quit you like men, be strong." (I Corin
thians 16: 13) We rejoice that each one of
our graduates has come to the knowl
edge of what matters most in this life,
living a holy and consecrated life for our
Lord and Savior.

KITCHENER, ONTARIO
CANADA

Kim Leman

"And they slew a bullock, and
brought the child to Eli. And she said,
Oh my lord, as thy soul liveth, my lord, I
am the woman that stood by thee here,
praying unto the LORD. For this child I
prayed; and the LORD hath given me
my petition which I asked of him:
Therefore also I have lent him to the
LORD; as long as he liveth he shall be
lent to the LORD."

I Samuel 1:25-28

In honor of the mothers in our con
gregation, our Brothers took over doing
the lunch dishes on Mother's Day
Sunday. We appreciate their love and
kindness.

We are thankful for the ministering
Brothers and their wives who traveled
to share God'sWord with us this month.
They were Bros. Todd Stoller (Sis. Pam,
Latty, OH) and Greg Stoller (Sis. Jill,
Forrest, IL).

Our oldest Brother, Peter Pfieffer,
and our youngest baby, Ruthann Tomic
(Bro. Tim and Sis. Melanie), both spent
time in the hospital recently. May God
touch them with His healing hand.

SILVER LINING

REGINA, SK
CANADA

Myrna Shipley

"Go ye therefore, and teach all na
tions, baptizing them in the name ofthe
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost."

Matthew 28:19

The date for baptisms has been set
for June 25. Lord willing, this will in
clude Hermann and Hilda Kaiser and
their sons, Benjamin and Uli. We are re
joicingwith them andwe all plan to go to
Morris church. Morris church is hosting
the baptisms because of their large as
sembly room and baptismal which we
do not have in Regina.

We had visitors from West Bend, IA,
with us this past Easter weekend. They
were ministering Bros. Kevin and Sis.
Sandy Banwart and Bro. Kevin and Sis.
Lonnie Fehr, along with James and
Carol Maier and Bro. Dave and Sis.
Laura Bahler. We held a Good Friday
service as well as Sunday services. God
bless you for coming!

COLORADO,DENVER
Lily Zarkovacki

"For he hath made him to be sin for
us, who knew no sin; that we might be
made the righteousness ofGod in him."

II Corinthians 5: 21

Our church was blessed with a pre
sentation from the Sunday school chil
dren about Christ's suffering and
death. We were all reminded ofHis love
andmercy- the true meaningofEaster.

We wish Bro. Kyle and Sis. Trish
Fiechter God's blessings as they leave
Denver and follow God's leading as they
begin a new endeavor as missionaries in
Senegal, Africa.

We bid a sad farewell to our dear Sis.
Kristy and Bro. Matthew Moore as they
will be leaving Denver and attending
the Athens, Alabama church. We wish
them God's richest blessings!
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CONNECTICUT, ROCKVILLE
Laura Virkler
Bonnie Bahler

"Favour is deceitful, and beauty is
vain: but a woman that feareth the
Lord, she shall be praised"

Proverbs 31:30

May is the month we remember our
mothers and especially thank them for
all that they do. It is a special blessing to
be a mother as well as a woman of God,
as the scripture reminds us.

Haste and seek your soul's salvation;
Heed the word of God today!
Zion's Harp #52

What a joy it is to be able to report
that three more souls have begun a re
pentance. Our prayers and support will
continue to be with Ben Wagenbach
(Bro. Dale and Sis. Mary), Tom Gerber
(Bro. Jeff and Sis. Carol) and Andy
Schneider (Bro. Doug and Sis. Jane).
May many more be encouraged to seek
out salvation while the world stands.
What an encouragement and help it is to
us when they do!

Two couples have been blessed with
little ones this past month. Tom and
Wendy LaPlante are new parents, wel
coming Emily Susan into their lives.
Grandparents are Roland and Joan
Robinson and Bro. Leo and Sis. Sherri
LaPlante. Madison Barbara was born
to Carolyn and Mark LaGassie, and
joins her sister Emily. Grandparents
are Ken and Sis. Jan Boynton and Larry
and Barbara LaGassie. We are thankful
for the safe arrival of these little souls
and pray God will bless these families.

It was awonderful blessing to fellow
ship withministeringBro. JustinMoser
and his wife, Sis. Robin (Altadena, CA),
and their family this past month. We
are thankful for the time he spent being
used to preach the gospel and appreci
ate these times to renew the ties oflove
and faith that bind us. We also enjoyed
the visit of retired Elder Bro. Andy
Virkler and his wife, Sis. Maxine, now of
Congerville, IL.

We bid farewell this month to our
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dear Sis. Bertha Trueb, commending
her to the care of our Lord for eternity.
She leaves the sons ofher late husband,
Bro. Jake Trueb, Bro. Ron Trueb and
his wife, Sis. Adele, and Wayne Trueb
and his wife, Peggy; as well as her sis
ters, Sis. Barbara and Sis. Ruth Schnei
der. She leaves many grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, nephews, nieces,
and brothers and sisters in faith that
will sincerelymiss her. Sis. Bertwas our
church historian, and we will miss hear
ing the wealth of information she was
able to share.

Addison Reutter, little daughter of
Bro. Derek and Sis. Darla Reutter, had
major heart surgery at the beginning of
May. It was an answer to prayer to hear
that all seemed well when it was over,
and she is back in church sharing her
smiles like usual! May the Lord keep
His hand upon her and her family for
whatever the future holds.

Sis. Gerri O'Brien had surgery this
month and is recuperating. Sis. Helen
Gottier and Sis. Anna Thompson have
been hospitalized this month and we
pray for God's continued nearness to
these sisters as they recover.

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
WASHINGTON
Henrietta Meyer

Our caretakers for May were Bro.
Lenard and Sis. Charlotte Meyer from
Chicago, IL. We always enjoy getting to
know our caretakers. Thanks to those
who have responded to our appeal for
caretakers; we just have December left
this year, but there are plenty of open
ings for 2012. Ifyouhaveadesireto sup
port our small church in this way, please
contact Sis. Doreen Steffen for more in
formation at dkgsteffen@gmail.com or
302-540-6574. We have been richly
blessed by our caretakers over the past
four years, and we look forward to get
ting to know and fellowshipping with
more in the coming year. We also en
courage past caretakers to come again!

Our ministers this month were Bro.
Paul Zimmerman (Sis. Loretta, For
rest, IL), Elder Bro. Ben Wiegand (Sis.
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Michelle, Philadelphia, PA), Bro. Neil
Ramseyer (Sis. Sharon, Bay City, MI),
Bro. Tom Bahler (Sis. LaNae, Rockville,
CT), and Elder Bro. Herb Knochel (Sis.
Laurie, Phoenix, AZ). Other visitors
were from Forrest, IL and Philadelphia,
PA.

It has come to our attention that the
contact information in the Ministers'
Book is wrong. Bro. Barry Steffen's
phone number should be 443-504-3757.
The person having the number listed in
the book is getting upset with all the
calls he has been receiving.

Ifyou are planning to visit Washing
ton, D.C. area for vacation or business,
please contact Bro. Joe and Sis. Holly
Bohart at jbohart@gmail.com or Sis.
Henrietta Meyer at (703) 904-8301 for
assistance and to let us know how many
to expect for Sunday services.

FLORIDA
FORT LAUDERDALE

Renee Mangold
We were grateful to have visiting

ministers this past month. Elder Bro.
Randy Kellenberger (Sis. Karen, Kan
sas City, MO) and Bro. Marvin Steffen
(Sis. Rhea, North Ft. Myers, FL) came
and shared God's Word with us and a
time of fellowship. We pray for His
blessing on them.

Our prayers for comfort go out to Sis.
Barb and Sis. Ruth Schneider on the
loss of their sister, Sis. Bert Trueb.

Congratulations to Andy Hohulin
(Bro. Mike and Sis. Faye) who has re
cently become engaged to Amy Seamon.
May the Lord bless them. It sounds like
Andy and Amy will be marrying in Ft.
Lauderdale, so we are all looking for
ward to that happy occasion.

The last ofour winter residents have
left Ft. Lauderdale and our numbers are
small again. We welcome and encourage
visitors at any time of the year.

FLORIDA
NORTH FORT MYERS

Victor Beer
Our winter season has come and

gone very swiftly, and we miss the full
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house we have had for a few weeks. We
do have a lot to rejoice over, though,
when we gather in God's house with our
home folks. It's hard to describe the
great overflow of kinship with visiting
brethren, when we enjoy them during
the peak winter months.

We were so blessedwith the ministry
of our visiting ministers, and also with
the visit ofso many great song leaders.

Our blessings overflowed by the
ministry of these brethren: Bro. Greg
Rassi (Sis. Carla, Chicago, IL), Bro. Jeff
Grimm (Sis. Ruth, Goodfield, IL), and
Bro. Willis Ehnle (Sis. Lois), formerly of
the Shioda, Japan, congregation, but
now of Peoria, IL. We pray God's rich
blessing on these willing ambassadors
of our Lord Jesus Christ.

We're glad to have back with us Bro.
Larry and Sis. Teresa Bruellman from
their semi-annual farming "vacation".

On the first mid-week service of the
month, during the winter season, we
have a singing. This is with an occa
sional potluck supper in our church din
ing room. It was enjoyed very much by
each one ofus. The worship in songhas a
high priority with our congregation.

FLORIDA, SARASOTA
Kim Ott

"Honour thy father and thy mother:
that thy days may be long upon the land
which the Lord thy God giveth thee."

Exodus 20: 12

As Mother's Day and Father's Day
arrive this spring, once again we are
grateful for this time of year where we
can remember our parents with extra
special appreciation. Although we want
to be thankful throughout the year, it is
nice to have these days set aside to re
spectfully acknowledge our parents and
all that they have done for us.

We wish a warm welcome to Sis.
Susie Katanic from the Phoenix, AZ,
congregation as she assembles with us
for a short time. It is our hope and
prayer that she feels God's love and
nearnesswhile she is away from home.
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We want to extend our prayers and
sympathies to several in our congrega
tion who have lost loved ones this
month. On May 8, Bro. Harold Spiker
passed from this life into his home in
heaven. Bro. Harold is survived by his
wife, Dorothy; daughters, Sis. Linda
Sabo (Bro. Doug) and Sis. Sharon Sabo
(Bro. Greg, Mansfield, OH); many
grandchildren and great-grandchil
dren. We were grieved to hear the news
of the death of Bro. Bob Belsley (Mor
ton, IL). He is the grandfather of Sis.
Emily Koehl (Bro. Matt). We were also
saddened to hear that Stephen Sauder
(Vicki) had also passed away. Stephen is
the son-in-law of Sis. Doris Rocke.

Our thoughts and prayers are with
Sis. Marie Keller (Bro. Art) as she is re
cuperating from a recent fall. We also
are keeping Leo Krstec close in our
prayers as he recovers from surgery fol
lowing a brain aneurysm. May God help
them to regain strength for each new
day and give them full restoration of
health.

GEORGIA, ATLANTA
On May 14, Caleb Lindberg (Bro.

Rich and Sis. Julie) was joined in mar
riage with Maliscia Rose Schmittou.
Our prayers are with them as they ad
just to married life!

It was wonderful to have Bro. Mark
and Sis. Julie Maibach and their family
(Leo, IN) back in the south for a visit.
Our church family shared a potluck to
gether at the Waldbeser's home and en
joyed hearing of the ways the Lord has
worked in their lives since their move
from Georgia to Indiana! They continue
to be in our thoughts and prayers often
as they follow the leading of our Savior
through work at Gateway Woods.

Bro. Ken and Sis. Sharon Lawson
have felt the Lord's leading to relocate
to Phoenix, AZ. We are sad to see them
go, yet trust that they will be as great a
blessing in Arizona as they were in At
lanta! However, on a more exciting
note, Bro. Kevin and Sis. Erica Kipfer,
who serve in Ethiopia, have returned to
Atlanta for a number ofmonths as they
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anticipate the birth oftheir first child!
A group of families from our Atlanta

congregation were recently privileged
with the ability to travel to Athens, AL,
to assist on a tornado clean-up team.
For each individual, it was an eye-open
ing experience. The devastation was
breath-taking. Within the homes, ordi
nary objects such as a loaf of bread and
mail lay in piles of insulation and dry
wall. In some cases, the roof was com
pletely gone and furniture was heavily
soaked in mold from the rain. Clothing,
furniture, tools, and other possessions
lay scattered all over the house and
lawn. What a strong and impacting re
minder that this world will pass away!
We cannot hold onto our worldly posses
sions; the only things which truly mat
ter can be carried within our hearts to
heaven's gates!

ILLINOIS, BELVIDERE
Doreen Moser
Shayla Steffen

"Thus united and in concord, let us
walk the path of life ... "
Zion's Harp #237

This month found a few sisters from
Belvidere and Elgin attending Sister
Heart in Gridley, IL. It was a day of
singing praises and fellowshipping. As
we sometimes had to practice more on
one song than the others, we were re
minded that we needed to sing together,
not louder or faster than our sisters, but
in unity. We hope we were able to make
a harmonious sound that will be pleas
ing to others ears and especially to our
Savior's ears. It certainly was a glimpse
ofwhat we hope to do in heaven, singing
praises unto our Lord in peace and har
mony with great "joy".

Our Bible class spent a Sunday to
gether this month for ACYF. As our
teachers united together and worked in
love, a blessed day was enjoyed by the
students and the teachers.

Retired Elder Bro. Ron Schambach
and his precious wife, Sis. Nancy, spent
a Sundaywith us this month and our El
der Bro. Dave Steffen spent a Wednes-
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day eve in Belvidere. As our ministers
and Elders strive to preach the Word, if
we are all united in the Lord'sWord, His
Spirit, and pray for our loving servants,
we will all receive a blessing.

Believing it is the Lord's will, Bro.
Troy Steffen (Bro. Dean and Sis. Carol)
and Sis. Ellie Hoerr (Bro. Doug and Sis.
Peg, Washington, IL) announced their
engagement to be united in marriage.
We look forward to having Sis. Ellie in
Belvidere.

As wewalk this daily path oflife, may
our hearts be united in love! May others
see "Jesus in us".

ILLINOIS, BLOOMINGTON
Heidi Rinkenberger

Shelley Steffen
On April 16 the Bloomington Young

Group invited the church to participate
in a "Journey to the Cross". It was a
somber and beautiful evening ofreflec
tion on the final days of Jesus, and His
resurrection. On Palm Sunday the
Sunday School presented their Easter
Program. It is always such a blessing to
hear the young ones share their songs
and stories with us.

Sunrise Service was held on Easter
Sunday, bringing another opportunity
to worship together and to praise God
for the fulfillment of His plan of re
demption. Visiting ministers, Bro.
Darren Plattner (Sis. Sue, Champaign)
and Bro. Jedd Rocke (Sis. Marsha,
Goodfield) joined us for the day, and we
appreciate their service on the pulpit.

Easter Sunday brought another rea
son to rejoice as we heard the engage
ment announcement of Sis. Kendra
Knapp (Bro. Charlie and Sis. Paula) to
Bro. Doug Dohman (Bro. John and Sis.
Judy) of Gridley. We pray for God's
blessings on them as they look forward
to their upcoming marriage.

With Easter being later this year,
Communion was scheduled for the fol
lowing Saturday. Communion is always
a special privilege, but it held extra sig
nificance this year as the knowledge of
Christ's death and resurrection was
still so fresh in our minds and hearts.
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We thank Elder Bro. Jim Plattner (Sis.
Marlene, Princeville) who was here to
assist Bro. Mark with the service.

Hope. That was the message pre
sentedat the funeral service for ourBro.
Brad Gramm. When treatments on
earth fail and we think "It was our last
hope", Bro. Brad reminded us that it is
not our last hope. God has promised to
those that love and serve Him, a glori
ous resurrection with Him. We con
tinue to pray for his wife, Sis. LuAnn;
his children, Bro. Alec, Ashlyn, and
Reid; his mother, Sis. Nola (Bro. Mel)
Schrock; and the rest ofhis family who
will dearly miss him.

"Jesus said unto her, I am the resur
rection, and the life: he thatbelieveth in
me, though he were dead, yet shall he
live: And whosoever liveth and believ
eth in me shall never die."

John 11:25-26

ILLINOIS, BRADFORD
Sandi Joos

Roseann Stahl

"I have planted, Apollos watered;
but God gave the increase."

I Cor. 3:6

On May 1 the Bible Classes from
Washington, Tremont, and Bradford
gathered inBradford forACYFDay. We
pray that the seeds from God's Word
were planted and that God will give the
increase. Bro. PaulKilgus (Sis. Carmen,
Fairbury, IL), Bro. Paul Zimmerman
(Sis. Loretta, Forrest, IL), and Bro.
Trent Meiss (Sis. Lucy, Eureka, IL)
shared the Word with the Bible Class
students and our congregation. We ap
preciate their labors on our behalf.

Sis. Deann Baer (Ron) has had sur
gery and been hospitalized at Mayo
Clinic in Rochester. We pray for her re
newed health and look forward to hav
ing them assemble with us again.

"Teachme to do thywill; for thou art
my God: thy spirit is good; lead me into
the land ofuprightness."
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Ps. 143:10

We have five graduates from high
school this year. They are Rebecca
Ehnle (Bro. John and Sis. Sara), Casey
Gillespie (Bro. Richard and Sis. Paula),
Shannon Gudeman (Bro. Brad and Sis.
Teresa), Sis. KaylaKupferschmid (Bro.
Brad and Sis. Cheryl), Alexandria
Moody (Jenny), and Anthony Moore
(Rob and Angie Joos). Graduation is a
time to reflect on the past and the direc
tion of the future. May we always seek
the Lord's direction in our future.

ILLINOIS, CHAMPAIGN
Sarah Drake

Greetings from Champaign! We
were blessed with several visitingmin
isters this month. We welcomed Bro.
Steph Baner (Sis. Donna Lou, Gridley)
and Bro. Marshall Heinold (Sis. Jan,
Ixtlan). Also, as we had the privilege to
partake of Communion on May 11, El
der Bro. Steve Sauder (Sis. Mary, Tre
mont) was present to assist with the
occasion. Thankyou, Brothers, foryour
willingness to serve God in thisway and
bless our congregation!

We are thankful for several new ad
ditions to our church family. Thefamily
of Bro. Walt and Sis. Janelle Edelman
recently moved to Mahomet, IL, and
will be attending our Champaign
church. We look forward to having
them with us! Another exciting addi
tion to our congregation isbabyMarkus
John Gerber. Markus was born onMay
2 to Bro. Joe and Sis. Heidi Gerber (and
big brother Owen!). We congratulate
theGerbers on anotherbeautiful baby!

May is oftenatime oftransition, and
this can be especially true in a college
town like ours! This month we recog
nize several graduates. From high
school: CortneyEisenmann (Bro. David
and Sis. Jackie) and Sharnell Knapp
(Sis. Gwen); from the University ofIlli
nois: Bro. Grant Zimmerman (Bro. Joe
andSis. Barb, Morton), Sis. SusanKoch
(Bro. Roger and Sis. Sally, Tremont),
andSis. SarahDrake (AllenandRita, El
Paso); FromDanvilleArea Community
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College: Ashely Aberle. Congratula
tions and God's blessings on your next
stage of life!

ILLINOIS, CHICAGO
Rachel Meyer

Greetings fromChicago. As we com
memorated the death and resurrection
ofJesusChrist, wewereremindedofthe
opportunity to renew ourselves
through Christ. Jesus paid it all.

The Chicago bus trip to Indianapolis
took place the weekend ofApril 30-
May 1. We thank the Indianapolis
church for their hospitality and God for
His protection. It is good to fellowship
together.

On May 8 we said farewell to Ro
chelle Meiss. She plans to return home
to Arizona for more schooling. We
thank her for visiting with us and pray
she feels God's guiding hand.

Congratulations to three Chicago
graduates! Graduating high school are
Sis. Julie Eisenmann (Elder Bro. Brad
and Sis. Cindy) and Jade Steffen (Bro.
Kim and Sis. Diane). Receiving her
Master's Degree in Social Work is our
Sis. Kaitlyn Isaia. God bless you and
lead you, each one.

In one ofmy speech sessions atwork
I was with a young boy who has ASD
(autism spectrum disorder). He was
participating in an intensive six-week
block of therapy-two hours a day, five
days a week, for a total of six weeks.
This dear boy could speak a handful of
words clearly and was working hard at
mastering more.

On that particular day it became
clear something was on his mind. He
desperately wanted to communicate
what was upsettinghim. But thewords
were not coming. Instead he would
whirl around the room, then come close
intomyfaceandwordlesslyplead forme
to understand. His face was tense, his
fists and jaw clenched, and his eyes
pleaded with mine to understand. I
tried guessing aloud and changing ma
terials in hopes I would hit onwhat was
upsetting him. His frustration esca
lated. I told him I knew he was upset
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and wanted to tell me something but
that I couldnotunderstand. To de-esca
late the situation I tookhim inmyarms,
held him closely, and let him cry. I
wanted him to feel safe.

Some days, spiritually, I am that
boy. I feel utterly overwhelmed, con
fused, and frightened; not knowinghow
to express my need. I thank God for
Romans 8:26 which echoes my human
condition, "Likewise the Spirit also
helpeth our infirmities: forwe knownot
what we should pray for as we ought:
but the Spirit itselfmaketh intercession
for us with groanings which cannot be
uttered."

May God be with you.

ILLINOIS, CISSNA PARK
Marilyn Maul
Tina Walder

Our visiting ministers were Bros.
Les Kaeb (Sis. Christine, Francesville,
IN), Art Mueller (Sis. Marlene,
Belvidere, IL),MarkRufener (Sis. Julie,
Mansfield, OH), and Jeff Neihouser
(Sis. Sue, Morton, IL). We thank these
brothers for sharing God's Word with
us.

Our thoughts and prayers are with
Sis. Laverne Farney as she has been in
the hospital this month.

Congratulations to our high school
graduates. They are Adam Kaeb (Bro.
Hartzell and Sis. Denise), Dylan
Kaufman (Arlan and Clem), Steven
Maul (Bro. Bill and Sis. Wanda), Katie
Walder (Bro. Doug and Sis. Julie) and
Morgan Walder (Bro. Steve and Sis.
Kathy).

The young Sunday School students
were delighted to deliver flowers to the
residents at the Heartland Health Care
on Sunday, May 15. The children also
enjoyed sharing their hearts by singing
their joyful songs to the residents. It
was a blessing to see the smiles this
brought to the residents' faces.

On May 15, Bro. FredMaul and Sis.
Judy Bauer announced their engage
ment. We rejoice with this couple dur
ing this time. A July wedding is
planned.
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ILLINOIS, CONGERVILLE
Rachel Currier

Out of water and of Spirit
Thou, 0 child, art born today;
You've escaped the old oppressor,
In God's covenant you'll stay... "

Zion's Harp #34, vs. 3

We were thankful to hear the testi
monies and witness the baptisms of
three new Brothers and one Sister in
Christ the weekend ofMay 14-15. We
welcome Bro. Brian Craig (Bro. Kim
and Sis. Carol), Bro. Jesse and Bro.
Joshua Knapp (Bro. James and Sis.
Lisa) and Sis. Abby Hartman (Bro. Bob
and Sis. Lisa) into our brotherhood.

We would also like to welcome Bro.
Bruce and Sis. DonnaWyss to our con
gregation, as they have recently begun
to worship with us. May they feel God's
nearness and peace as they make this
adjustment.

Our prayers are with Jerry and Sis.
Linda Knobloch and their family, as
Jerry's mother, Sis. Lauretta
Knobloch, was recently laid to rest in
Lester, IA. May they feel the comfort of
theHoly Spirit through this time ofsor
row.

We rejoice with the home of Bro.
Brent and Sis. Sheila Ifft as another
daughter, BetsyAnn, has been added to
their family. Siblings are Joseph,
Darren, Stephen, Nathan, Jacob,
Marcy, Sharla, and Larissa. Also wel
coming Betsy are grandparents, Bro.
Larry and Sis. Shirley Ifft (Forrest) and
Bro. GregandSis. JillStoller (Forrest).

The home of Bro. Ben and Sis.
Kristan Craig has also been blessed
with a little one, Ian James. He is wel
comed by siblings, Liberty, Lucy and
Jesse. Grandparents are Bro. Kim and
Sis. Carol Craig and Clair and Sis. Bev
Keever (Mansfield).

We have had many visiting minis
ters this past month. They include Bro.
Mark Rufener (Sis. Julie, Mansfield),
Bro. Greg Lehman (Sis. Mary Beth,
Wolcott), Bro. Jacob Kuntz (Sis.
Brooke, Croghan-Naumburg), Elder
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Bro. Steve Sauder (Sis. Mary, Tre
mont), Bro. Paul Kilgus (Sis. Carmen,
Fairbury), and Bro. Wayne Wiegand
(Sis. Rosemary, Goodfield). We also ap
preciate Elder Bro. Marvin Dotterer
(Sis. Nancy, Forrest) being here to as
sist Bro. Ben and Bro. Steve Sauder the
evening of our converts' testimonies.

ILLINOIS, ELGIN
Amy Gasser

Miriam Gasser
We appreciated the services of Bro.

Ted Schock (Belvidere, IL), who visited
us on Easter Sunday.

On May 1, Sunday School classes
from Belvidere, Chicago, Cissna Park,
Morton, Peoria, and St. Louis and Tay
lor, MO, were with us for ACYF Day.
Following the afternoon service, the
group sang several hymns. Both the
song selections and the beautiful blend
ing ofvoices provided an uplifting expe
rience.

Our church family gathered at the
Fellowship Center onMay 15 for an ap
preciation dinner and singing for re
tired Elder Bro. Ron and Sis. Nancy
Schambach. Throughout the evening,
many memories were shared-some
even spanning beyond the 30 years of
Bro. Ron's ministry.

Two enthused parents, Nick and
Niki Pilotte, announced the birth of
sweetViolaRose onApril 23. Viola's de
lighted grandparents are Mike and Sis.
Nancy Scott (Wolcott, IN) and Duane
andRobertaPilotte, also ofnorthern In
diana.

Bro. Darren and Sis. Krystin
Schambach, Tobin, and Castalie wel
comed the arrival of Gavin Layne on
May 18. After a lengthy period of
bedrest, Sis. Krystin and family are
thankful for a different routine.
Gavin's grandparents are Bro. Tim and
Sis. Marcia Kellenberger and Bro. Stan
and Sis. Norma Schambach (Prescott,
AZ).

Wewish our graduating seniors wis
dom and God's blessings as they leave
high-school doors to pursue a livelihood
or further education. The students are



June 2011

Philip Hann (Jerry and Sis. Cindy),
Aaron Kellenberger (Bro. Jeff and Sis.
Julie), Michael Kellenberger (Bro. Ken
and Sis. Vicki), Austin Lodge (Dave and
Lori), and JoshuaMoser (Bro. Dan and
Sis. Anne).

Our congratulationsandbestwishes
also go to the following college gradu
ates: TimHann (Jerry and Sis. Cindy),
with a BFA in Graphic Design from the
Illinois Institute of Art; Grant
Kellenberger (Bro. Jeff and Sis. Julie),
with a nursing degree from Elgin Com
munity College; Courtney Lodge (Dave
and Lori), with a degree in Global
Health from the University of Iowa;
Shawn Moore (Bro. Larry and Sis.
Beth), with degrees in Asian Studies
and Violin Performance from New
York's Bard College; and Sis. Maria
Steffen (Elder Bro. Dave and Sis.
Linda), with a nursing degree from Illi
nois State University.

Elginwill be collecting Silver Lining
dues duringthemonth ofJuly. The sug
gesteddonationper subscription is $14,
which may be deposited in the Mainte
nance box. Your voluntary contribu
tions will be appreciated.

ILLINOIS, EUREKA
Dee Baer

Jodi Blunier
Boundby love and inGod's will, Bro.

KyleFeuchtenberger (Bro. KenandSis.
Sally, Morris, MN) andSis. RachelMar
tin (Bro. Craig and Sis. Marilyn) ex
changed marriage vows.

Tim (Bro. Charles and Sis. Karen)
and Regina Sinn have been attending
our congregation and we are thankful
they now have the desire to be a part of
our precious faith.

Sis. Verna Wettstein has mourned
the death of her sister, Sis. Lauretta
Knobloch (Lester, IA). Sis. Kay
Hackenjoos passed from this life. Fu
neral services were held in the
Altadena, CA, church.

Bro. Dale and Sis. Lavonne
Schumacher welcomed Kaiya Joy to
their family. At home to love her are
Seth, Brooke, Larae, Lane, Olivia,
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Callie andJesse. Grandparents areBro.
Bob and Sis. Charlene Schumacher and
Bro. Larry and Sis. Becky Endress
(Bradford). Another little one, RayaAu
tumn, was welcomed by Bro. Ross, Sis.
Whitney and Clay Blunier. Grandpar
ents are Bro. Ted and Sis. Donna
Blunier and Bro. Jon and Sis. Cyndee
Anderson (Congerville).

Dale and Sis. FreidoraWiegandwel
comed a grandson, Eli Ryan Wiegand
Milo, born to Kaiser and Rachel of Cy
press, CA.

Visiting ministers serving us this
month were Bro. Kent Getz (Elgin, IA),
Bro. Matt Oesch (Alto, MI), Bro. Tony
Manz (Junction, OH) and Bro. Mike
Rinkenberger (Congerville).

Sis. Amanda Stoller (Bro. Brad) has
been in our prayers for health and heal
ing.

High School graduates were hon
ored at a dinner to recognize theirmile
stone: Bro. Luke Anliker (Bro. Art and
Sis. Carol), Dana Blunier (Bro. Kurt
and Sis. Livy), Stephen Getz (Bro.
Wayne and Sis. Mary), Sis. Miranda
Leman (Bro. Chris and Sis. Marlene),
Brace Martin (Bro. Bruce and Sis.
Sheri), Tyler Porter (Ellen [Mike] An
ders), convert Clint Schumacher (Bro.
Dan and Sis. Heidi), Bro. Matt Sinn
(Bro. Charles and Sis. Karen), Sis. Rose
Stoller (Bro. Tom and Sis. Edie), Sis.
Julie Streitmatter (Bro. Wayne andSis.
Deyona), convert Josh Wettstein (Bro.
Jim and Sis. Dianne), convert Kelton
Wiegand (Bro. Brian and Sis. Tina) and
Larae Zimmerman (Bro. Loren and Sis.
Mary).

ILLINOIS, FAIRBURY
Angela Herr
Kay Steffen

Visiting ministers serving our con
gregation this month were Bro. Dennis
Rassi (Austin, TX), Bro. Jerry
Wagenbach (Oakville, IA), Bro. Nathan
Walder (Cissna Park, IL), Bro. Keith
Hinrichsen (Phoenix, AZ), Elder Bro.
Ron Messner (Washington, IL), and
Bro. Ted Witzig, Jr. (Morton, IL). We
thankeach ofthesebrothers for sharing

15

God's Word with us and pray that He
will richly bless them.

Thus united and in concord
let us walk the path of life;
hand in hand, 0 may love bind us
for each other's welfare strive.
Zion's Harp #237, vs. 1

Many of us witnessed the marriage
vows of our Bro. Neil Kaisner and Sis.
Kay Leman on May 22 in Forrest. Par
ents of this dear couple are Bro. Jerry
and Sis. Donna Kaisner and Bro. Phil
and Charlotte Leman (Forrest, IL). We
wish them God's richest blessings as
they begin their life together and we
welcome Sis. Kay to our congregation.

Also on May 22, the engagement of
Bro. Bryan Steffen (Bro. Chris and Sis.
Kay) and Debbie Stork (Elmer and
Darlene) of Forrest was made known.
May God be with them and guide them
as they plan for a life together.

We recentlybid farewell to Bro. Walt
and Sis. Janelle Edelman and their two
small children, Gage andHaleigh. They
have moved to the Champaignarea and
will be assembling with our brethren
there. We wish themGod's blessings as
they settle into a new home and a new
church family.

Our thoughts andprayers have been
with those recovering from recent sur
geries, including Sis. Colleen Walter
(Bro. Rich) and Bro. Kyle Steidinger
(Sis. Alicia). May God heal and provide
for each one according to His will.

We extend our deepest sympathy to
Marvin (Jane) Bahler, Bro. Ralph (Sis.
Jeanette) Bahler, retiredElder Bro. Art
(Sis. Suzanne) Bahler, and Verla (Bro.
Wayne) Davis as theymourn the loss of
their sister, Helen Frye, who passed
away on May 1.

We extend our sincere congratula
tions to those who have graduated this
spring. Our high school graduates are:
Eric Bahler (Bro. Neil and Sis. Tami),
Sis. Heidi Fehr (Bro. Randall and Sis.
Janis), Marcus Fehr (Bro. Les and Sis.
Sally), David Herr (Sis. Cindy), Sis.
Michelle Kaisner (Bro. Don and Sis.
Leona), TrentKilgus (Bro. Paul andSis.
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Carmen), Travis Ravens (Bro. Kevin
and Sis. Kara Moser), Brianna
Rinkenberger (Bro. Doug and Sis.
Beth), Sis. Tiffany Steffen (Corey and
Sis. Beth), Jake Steidinger (Bro. Keith
and Sis. Kristine), Sis. Maria Steidinger
(Bro. Keith and Sis. Kristine), and
Thane Zehr (Bro. Quinn and Sis. Joan).
Bro.Jason Edelman (Bro.Walt and Sis.
Rosetta) and Sis. Rebecca Steffen (Bro.
Troy) have finished their nursing stud
ies and also graduated this month. May
each graduate seek God's guidance and
direction as they make plans for the fu
ture.

Note ofThanks:
Iwish to thankeachonewho remem

bered me with cards and other expres
sions of sympathy since the recent loss
ofmy sister, Kathryn Kaeb. May God
bless each one.

Sis. Norma (Bro. Wayne) Fehr

ILLINOIS, FORREST
Lisa Aberle

Lynn Dotterer

"Trust in the LORD with all thine
heart; and lean not unto thine own un
derstanding. In all thy ways acknowl
edgehim, andhe shall direct thypaths."

Proverbs 3:5-6

We extend our congratulations to:
convert Karla Edelman (Bro. Karl and
Sis. Bethany), convert Matthew
Gutwein (Bro. Jeff and Sis. Wendy),
Jessica Ifft (Bro. Duane and Sis. Mary),
Emily Kraft (Dan Kraft and Andrea
Kraft), Brooke Kupferschmid (Bro.
Todd andKim), Sis. JeanaLeman (Bro.
Ernie and Sis. Carol), Sis. Emily
Ricketts (Sis. Marie and the late Bro.
Brian), Olivia Roth (Bro. Ken and Sis.
Deb), Jonathan Rudin (Bro. Craig and
Sis. Trudy), Sis. Stefani Schmidgall
(Bro. John and Sis. Janet), convert
Arlen Steidinger (Bro. Glen and Sis.
Holly), Kimberly Wenger (Sam and
Teri), and convert Rollin Wenger (Bro.
Rich and Sis. Jill) as they graduate from
high school. May they look to God to di-
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rect their paths!
Bro. Neil Kaisner (Bro. Jerry and

Sis. Donna, Fairbury) and Sis. Kay
Leman (Bro. Phil and Charlotte) were
united in marriage. We will miss Sis.
Kay, but we wish them God's richest
blessings as they assemble with the
Fairbury congregation. Following
God's direction in their lives, Bro.
Bryan Steffen (Bro. Chris and Sis. Kay,
Fairbury) and Debbie Stork (Elmer and
Darlene) have announced their engage
ment.

We rejoice with Lincoln Mueller
(Bro. Stan and Sis. Kristen) and Kyla
Kupferschmid (Bro. Todd and Kim) as
they have answered the call to repen
tance!

Bro. Ron, Jr., Sis. Vicki, Reagan,
Royce, Rollie, Chloe, Remington, Reu
ben, and Riley Mueller welcomed Ro
man Jacob into their family.
Grandparents, Bro. Ron Sr. and Sis.
Loida Mueller and Bro. Eldon and Sis.
Darlene Steidinger (Fairbury), are also
thankful to welcome him!

We thankSis. Holly Steidinger (Bro.
Glen) for her years offaithful service in
teaching Sunday School. Sis. Brenda
Kuntz (Bro. Rollyn) has ourprayers and
support as she begins her teaching
term.

Our thoughts and prayers are with
retired Elder Bro. Wayne Anliker (Sis.
Judy) and Sis. Ruth Roth as they spent
time in the hospital this month.

We extend our sympathies to Sis.
Leona Leman on the passing of her
brother, Bro. EarlRoth (Phoenix,AZ).

We thank Bros. Dana Indermuhle
(Sardis, OH), Jacob Kuntz (Croghan
Naumburg, NY), Doyle Frauhiger
(Bluffton North, IN), Mark Schmidgall
(Eureka, IL), Pat Zaugg (West Bend,
IA), Dale Stoller (Fairbury, IL), John
Hartman (Fairbury, IL) and James
Fehr (Tremont, IL) for ministering to
us this month. May God bless them for
being willing workers for the Lord!
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ILLINOIS, GOODFIELD
Melissa Rokey
Kayla Wiegand

I am coming, Lord! Coming now to
Thee!

Wash me, cleanse me in the blood
That flowed on Calvary!

Tabernacle Hymns #265 (chorus)

We are thankful to continue to see
the hand of God moving and calling
souls unto repentance. Kalene Kloter
(Chad), Barbara Jean Hinrichsen (Bro.
Chuck and Sis. Brenda), NormRicketts
(Sis. Barb), and Allison Hinrichsen
(Bro. Mike and Sis. Gerri) have felt the
conviction of sin and the grace of God
and started their repentance. May we
continue to lift themup in prayer to our
heavenly Father as they follow and
serve Him.

When I survey the wondrous cross,
On which the Prince of glory died,
My richest gain I count but loss,
And pour contempt on all my pride.

Gospel Hymns #709

Wewant to thankour Sunday school
children and their teachers forbringing
to us the Easter story. It is always good
for us to reflect upon the price that was
paid there on Calvary, so that we can
have hope of life eternal.

Wewant to thank everyonewhopar
ticipated in the ACYF day on Sunday,
May 1. We had Roanoke, Princeville,
andForrest as guests. Ourvisitingmin
isters and teachers were: Elder Bro.
Ron Messner (Sis. Pam, Washington),
Bro. Mark Schmidgall (Sis. Lisa, Eu
reka), Bro. Matthew Steffen (Sis.
Deanna, Princeville), Bro. Stephen
Baner (Sis. Donnalou, Gridley), and
Bro. Fred Funk (Sis. Diane, Morton).

"I will not leave you comfortless: I
will come to you."

John 14:18

Our Bro. Steve Gerst (Sis. Bonnie)
passed away suddenly on Wednesday,
May 4. Our sincere sympathy is ex
tended to Sis. Bonnie and their chil-



June 2011

dren, Sis. Tiffany, Sis. Trista and Bro.
Doug Ulrich (Addison, Brooks), Bro.
Tadd and Sis. Jill (Selah, Finn). Bro.
Steve repented when he was 14 years
old and served the Lord faithfully for 50
years. We don't always understand
God's timing of calling our loved ones
home, butwe knowthat sometimewe'll
understand. May you feel the comfort
andprayers ofour church family during
this difficult time.

We extendour sympathytoMadolyn
Tanner and Sis. Phyllis Rokey (Bro.
Kenneth) at the passing away of their
sister, Sis. Lauretta Knobloch from
Lester, IA.

"Therefore being justified by faith,
we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ:"

Romans 5:1

MarisaWiegand (Bro. Brad and Sis.
Karen) and Clint Schumacher (Bro.
Dan and Sis. Heidi) have surrendered
by faith, confessed their sins, express
peacewith God andman. May God con
tinue to grant them grace to live an
overcoming life.

Tyson Royce Schieler blessed the
home of Bro. Royce and Sis. Sarah on
Thursday, May 12. Tyson was wel
comed home by big sister Katelyn.
Grandparents are Bro. Brian and Sis.
Teresa Schieler and Bro. Tom and Sis.
Jane Bolliger (Tremont, IL).

We lift up those in our congregation
who have been hospitalized this past
month. Our prayers are with Sis. Marie
Kieser, Norm Ricketts, Barbara Jean
Hinrichsen, Zoe Bauman (Justin and
Sis. Christy), Sis. Sarah Melton, Bro.
Wilbur Heinold, and Bro. Wes Knapp.
We pray each one will feel the nearness
of God during their healing.

Wewant to thankourvisitingElders
andministers this pastmonthwhich in
cluded: Bro. Ken Hoerr (Sis. Darlene,
Peoria, IL), Elder Bro. Ron Messner
(Sis. Pam, Washington, IL), Bro. Jay
Knapp (Sis. Lisa, Tucson, AZ), Elder
Bro. Earl Ringger (Sis. Dixie, Gridley,
IL) and Bro. Byron Stoller (Sis. Carol,
Gridley, IL). May God continue to bless

SILVER LINING

them for their labors that HisWord can
be preached in truth and sincerity.

ILLINOIS, GRIDLEY
Perry Klopfenstein

We are glad to report the marriage
engagement of Bro. Doug Dohman to
Sis. Kendra Knapp (Bloomington).
This took place onMay 1. He is the son
ofJohnandSis.JudyDohman, Gridley.
Her parents are Bro. Charlie and Sis.
Paula Knapp, Bloomington.

Sis. BethanyWitzig was announced
tomarryBro. ReedYackley. Both are of
Gridley. She is thedaughter ofBro. Curt
and Sis. NormaWitzig, Gridley, and he
is the sonofBro. ElwoodandSis. Trudie
Yackley, Taylor, MO. They are plan
ning an August 21 wedding.

Emily Ringger is engaged to be mar
ried to Adam Wherry ofBloomington.
She is the daughter of Bro. Steve and
Sis. Donna Ringger, Gridley; and he is
the son of GaryWherry, Lane, Illinois,
andRobinHuffofBloomington. AJune
12 wedding date has been set.

Our sympathies are extended to the
family of Bro. Brad Gramm of
Bloomington, who passed away of can
cer. HegrewuphereinGridley. Hisill
ness ordeal was our concern, and we
thank God he is relieved of all pain.

Bro. Stan Ringger, who had brain
surgery, was later treated for a blood
clot; and is now taking chemotherapy.
MayGodbewith him. Bro. JamesFunk
is recovering from surgery. Others ex
periencing surgery were Sis. Patti
Klopfenstein and Bro. Orlan Miller.
GerrySievers was to have knee surgery
sometime inMay. Bro. RonSchmidtgall
is recovering from surgery.

There were l0 students from our
church who graduated from the eighth
grade this spring. A total of 16 gradu
ated from high school. Nine graduated
fromcollege. Wewish themwell in life's
endeavors henceforth.

A child, their first, was born to Bro.
Dallas and Sis. Beth Steidinger onApril
7. He was named Liam Keith. Grand
parents are Bro. Randy and Sis. Dawn
Steidinger, Fairbury; andBro. Chip and
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Sis. SiedaHill, Mansfield, OH. Maythe
Lord be with this couple as they train
and nurture this child in the ways ofthe
Lord.

ElderBro. BruceEndress (Bradford,
IL) and Bro. Brandon Emch (Kansas
City, MO) ministered here on May 15.
May God bless them for their efforts.

ILLINOIS, MORTON
Annette Tanner

Julie Bahr
Where is your treasure stored? It

hadbetternotbehere! We areprayerful
for those who have lost their loved ones
andalso their entire earthlypossessions
in thedeadlytornados thathave crossed
our land.

The following Brothers served us in
the work of the ministry. Elder Bro.
Steve Sauder (Sis. Mary, Tremont), El
der Bro. John Jackson (Sis. Peggy, Bay
City), Bro. KenWuethrich (Sis. Lyn, In
dianapolis), Bro. Scott Schafer (Sis.
Gigi, South Bend), Bro. GregRassi (Sis.
Carla) and Bro. Matthew Rassi (Sis.
Bridget), both of Chicago.

Bro. Ted Witzig, Jr. gave the spiri
tual message for our graduating High
School Seniors, which included a hand
out on "Circles ofConcernsvs. Circles of
Influence". Congratulations to Sis.
Lindsey Ploussard, Ashley Braker,
Karissa Neihouser and Bro. Nick Kai
ser. God lovesyouandyour church fam
ily loves you, each one!

Our love and sympathy is shared
with the family ofAnnabelle Stetzler
(the late Manuel) who passed recently.
Our sympathy is also with the family of
Sis. Faye Pfister (late Bro. Levi) who
passed away May 24.

Bro. Robert Belsley (late Sis. Mabel)
was called homeApril 30. May the Lord
blessandcomfort his dearfamily: Roger
(Marty) and Randy (Joan) Belsley, Sis.
Joanni Endress and Sis. Joyce (Bro.
Ted) Hirstein.

Our loving sympathy is shared with
the entire family of Bro. Donald
Hermann, including his dear wife, Sis.
Mavis Hermann. Bro. Donwas called to
his heavenly home on May 9.
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Congratulations to Emma Taufer
and Adam Bucher as they were united
inmarriage onMay21. Emma'sparents
are Bro. Dana and Sis. Kris Taufer.

Note ofThanks:
The children of Bro. Bob Belsley

would like to express their sincere
thanks for every expression of sympa
thy in the loss of their dear Dad. May
God bless you.

ILLINOIS, PEORIA
Pam Fritzenmeier

Christ is risen! We were blessed to
celebrate our Lord's death and resur
rection, startingwith Good Friday eve
ning service where we heard of the
suffering our Saviour endured for us,
while we were yet sinners. Then Easter
morning sunrise service ... a delicious
breakfast, followed by congregational
andspecialgroup singingandthe gospel
message, and on to church for the day of
rejoicing. Our thanks to all who served
us that holy weekend.

The annual choir benefit dinnerwas
held April 30. Thank you, choir, for
serving us with food for our body and
soul. The singing was beautiful and
three worthyministries benefited from
the generosity of those attending.

The Goodfield choir and our 3rd,
4th, and 5th SundaySchool classes sang
for us as part of our May 1 monthly
hymn sing. Thankyou for blessingus in
song.

Thank you to Elder Bro. Tom
Hoffman (Sis. Kathy, Roanoke) who
ministered to us Wednesday, May 4.

We are thankful to report two new
converts: Steven Davidovics (Bro. Fedi
andSis. Ruth) andRich (Bonnie) Hodel.

Three families are delighted to re
port new babies. Neiko joined the Bro.
David and Sis. Michelle Kellenberger
family onApril 15. Hewas bornJuly 26,
2010. His big brother and sisters are
Tyden, Shaeya, Tekoa, and Wren.
Grandparents includeBro. RonandSis.
Carole Kellenberger (Washington) and
Bro. Greg and Sis. Beth Herman. Tali
Geneva was born May 4 to Bro. Trent
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and Sis. Kary Scholl. Herbig sisters and
brother are Tea, Kenzie, and Maclin.
Grandparents include Bro. Carle and
Sis. Debby Hoerr and William and
Linda Robinson. Jack Isaiah was born
May 10 to Bro. Ben and Sis. Taunya
Sceggel, Bloomington. His big sister is
Addysonandgrandparents includeBro.
Ron and Sis. Jackie Rumbold
(Princeville) and Bro. Mark and Sis.
Judy Sceggel.

Four seniors and their parents were
honored at the Senior Breakfast
Sundaymorning, May 15. They include
Amber Christ (Bro. Ron and Sis. Carol),
Sis. Alexandra Ginzel (Bro. Geoff and
Sis. Angie), Maria Kieser (Bro. Wes and
Sis. Lena), and Bro. Caleb Sauder (Bro.
David and Sis. Rachel). Elder Bro. Paul
Messner (Sis. Jan, Winthrop) shared a
timelymessage with the seniors and all
ofus.

Congratulations to Bro. Peter and
Sis. Mabel Weber who celebrated their
50th wedding anniversary on May 21!

Please remember these dear ones in
your prayers: Sis. Barb Schafer, cancer
treatments; Rich (Bonnie) Hodel, Sis.
Kathy (Bro. Dave) Obergfel, and Sis.
Elsie Eilers, health issues; missionaries
to Haiti, Bro. Tim and Sis. Joan
Reinhard and family, and in
Magdalena, Bro. Jonathan and Sis.
Bere Aupperle, and Bro. Zach
Knobloch. Our hearts also go out to
those suffering from natural disasters
in Japan and Alabama. Please pray for
those who have lost everything and
those who are working to relieve their
suffering, both physically and spiritu
ally.

ILLINOIS, PRINCEVILLE
Linda Joos
GloriaWhite

"I was gladwhen they said unto me,
Let us go into the house of the Lord."

Psalm 122:1

We have had several visiting minis
ters, Bro. Ned Stoller (Alto, MI), Bro.
Greg Stoller (Forrest, IL), Bro. Ken
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Schneider (Remington, IN) and Bro.
Craig Stickling (Peoria, IL). Thankyou
to you and your families for including
Princeville for a Sunday.

The engagement ofSis. LuannMar
tin (Bro. SamandSis. Mary) to Bro. Neil
Stoller (Bro. Steve andSis. AnnaMarie,
LaCrosse, IN) was recently announced.
May God bless this couple as they take
this most important step in faith.

Our prayers are with our new con
verts, Hannah Schick (Bro. Stan and
Sis. Margie) and Hannah Martin (Bro.
Larry and Sis. Tiffany). We wish them
God's nearness and direction as they
give their life over to the Lord.

Marvin and Sara Streitmatter have
been blessed with the opportunity to
adopt a little girl, Sahara. We rejoice
with them and grandparents, Bro. Bill
and Sis. Diane Streitmatter. Bro.
Howard and Sis. Mary Ann Herrmann
are the happy grandparents of a baby
boy, Dean Curtis, born to Bro. David
andSis.JoannaSauder (Tremont, IL).

The Senior Breakfast was held on
Sunday, May 15. Our graduates are
Monica Baer (Don and Carol), Cody
Blunier (Bro. Darin and Sis. Keri), Sis.
Emily Braker (Bro. Glen and Sis. Aud
rey), Molly Christ (Bro. Kurt and Sis.
Connie), Joe Graham (Bro. Bruce and
Sis. Pam), Bro. Scott Herrmann (Bro.
Dean and Sis. Dawn), Alisha Knobloch
(Bro. Keith and Sis. Lisa), Kendra
Knobloch (Bro. Alan and Sis. Mary
Ann), Sis. MelindaMartin (Bro. Ed and
Sis. Gladys) and Sara Stahl (Bro. Doug
and Sis. Ann). We pray for God's direc
tion andguidance in their lives nowand
always.

ILLINOIS, ROANOKE
Jamie Hodel
Judy Sauder

John 10:17-18 "Therefore doth my
Father love me, because I lay down my
life, that I might take it again. No man
taketh it from me, but I lay it down of
myself... " Our congregation reflected
uponthesewords onEaster Sunday.We
were thankful to have Bro. Tom
Schambach (Elgin) with us for the day.
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Also on Easter Sundaywe were blessed
to have the Prairie Choristers, youth
choir, and a Sisters' Trio present an in
spirational program of scripture and
song beginning at 7:30 a.m. We then
shared breakfast together. The after
noon service on Easter was our Sunday
School Easter program. What a special
day to reflect on Christ's triumph over
death and grave.

Matthew 5:4: "Blessed are they that
mourn: for they shall be comforted."
Bro. Earl (Sis. Marilyn) Roth (Phoenix)
passed away April 26. We welcome Sis.
Marilyn back into our Roanoke congre
gation. Our sympathy is also with Sis.
Carol (Bro. Dave) Knapp in the passing
ofhermother, Sis. LeonaWulf(Lester).

On April 27, Bro. Daren Metz
(Gridley) presented our monthly Fam
ily Worship on "The Covenant".

II Chronicles 7:14 "If my people,
which are called by my name, shall
humble themselves, and pray, and seek
my face, and turn from their wicked
ways; thenwill I hear from heaven, and
will forgive their sin, andwill heal their
land." OnMay 5 we were able to reflect
on this verse as we gathered for the Na
tional Day of Prayer. The Prairie Cho
risters, Youth Choir, Testify, and a
Sisters' Trio presented an inspirational
program of scripture and song.

On Saturday, May 7, mothers and
daughters in our congregationgathered
for our Mother/Daughter Luncheon.
The theme this year was "Let your
Light Shine".

We rejoice with Bro. Luke and Sis.
Allison Fischer in the birth oftheir son,
Reid William, born on May 6. Reid is
also welcomed by Clay and Halle, and
grandparents, Bro. Duane and Sis. Ra
chel Schroeder and Bro. Kevin and
Sis. Annette Fischer.

May 8 was the wedding ofBro. Dan
iel Stoller (Bro. Brent and Sis. Kay,
Congerville) and Sis. LarissaFehr (Bro.
James and Sis. Brenda, Tremont). We
welcome this dear couple into our con
gregation and pray they will feel God's
nearness as theybegin their lives as one
in Him.

Romans 6:4 "Therefore we are bur-

SILVER LINING

iedwithhimbybaptism into death: that
like as Christ was raised up from the
dead by the glory ofthe Father, even so
we shouldwalk in newness oflife." May
11 was the testimony and baptism of
Colleen (C.C.) Ney.

May 15 was our baccalaureate ser
vice for ourhigh schoolgraduates: Heidi
Bradle, Bro. Craig Byrd, Bro. Daniel
Leman, Sis. Marisa Leman, John
Luginbuhl, Jesse Sauder, Lauren
Schroeder, and Kristin Schwind. Bro.
GregLehman (Wolcott) was with us for
the day.

II Timothy 2:2 "... the same commit
thou to faithfulmenwho shall be able to
teach others also." Those in our congre
gation selected as SundaySchool teach
ers for the intermediate grades are Bro.
Stephen Bertschi, Bro. Luke Fischer
and Bro. Jonathon Hodel. Bro. Matt
Gastman and Bro. Matt Mangold were
chosen as Bible Class teachers.

We rejoice with Heidi Bradle (Bro.
John and Sis. Jill) as she has come seek
ing the Lord in repentance.

Bro. Frank (Sis. Kathy) Sauder has
been chosen to be our ordained deacon.
ElderBro. RickPlattner (Fairbury) was
here May 18 to help Bro. Tom as our
congregation voted their support of
Bro. Frank. We certainly lift themup in
prayer as they take this step in Faith.

Simply trusting every day,
trusting thro a stormy way,
Even when my faith is small,
trusting Jesus, that is all...

Gospel Hymns #581

We pray this can be true for Bro.
Merlyn (Sis. Jan) Getz and Sis. Esther
(Bro. John) Sauder as they deal with
health issues.

ILLINOIS, TREMONT
Teresa Rowell
Janice Sauder

"This book of the law shall not de
part out of thy mouth; but thou shalt
meditate therein day and night, that
thou mayest observe to do according to
all that is written therein: for then thou
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shalt make thy way prosperous, and
then thou shalt have good success."

Joshua 1:8

We want to congratulate our many
high school graduates and wish them
God's blessings as they pursue their fu
tures with the strength of their youth!
They are: Reid Aberle (Bro. Pete and
Sis. Debbie), Paige Bolliger (Bro. Dean
and Sis. Trudy), Kasi Crumbo (Bro.
Mark and Sis. Colleen Moser), Sis.
Lynelle Fehr (Bro. James and Sis.
Brenda), Adam Frank (Bro. Doug and
Sis. Cheri), Bro. Levi Kaiser (Bro. Tim
and Sis. Ruth), Ashley Kilgus (Bro.
Todd and Sis. Rita), Matthew Koch
(Bro. Roger and Sis. Sally), Jeremy
Oswald (Bro. Mike and Sis. Michelle),
BrandonRose (JeffandSis.Marla), Pat
rick Simms (Dave and Inga Lelm),
Caitlyn Wagenbach (Bro. Simon and
Sis. Lori), Emily Wagenbach (Bro. Ron
and Sis. Liz), Mackenzie Wagenbach
(Anita Wagenbach and Jeff
Wagenbach), and Nichole Wagenbach
(Bro. Jon and Sis. Rebekah).

Thank you to Bro. Chris Wuethrich
(St. Louis, MO) for traveling to Tre
mont on aWednesday eveningfor a top
ical lesson. We appreciate your labor of
love.

Mother's Day was also the wedding
day of our Sis. Larissa Fehr and Bro.
Daniel Stoller (Roanoke, IL). Theirpar
ents are Bro. James and Sis. Brenda
FehrandBro. BrentandSis. KayStoller
(Congerville, IL). We welcomed many
visitors that day, including theseminis
tering brothers: Elder Bro. Tom
Hoffman (Roanoke, IL), and Bros.
Wayne Leman (Roanoke), Glen Braker
(Princeville, IL), and Paul Kilgus
(Fairbury, IL). May God continue to be
with this dear couple!

New babies are a gift from above,
and we are happy to report the birth of
four little ones: Bro. Kerry and Sis.
Kelly Baer have a new daughter, Lila
Rose. She iswelcomedhomebySamuel,
Allison, and grandparents, Bro. Dave
and Sis. June Koch. Bro. Dave and Sis.
JoannaSauder are proud parents ofan
other son, DeanCurtis. His siblings are
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Heidi, Debbie, Nathan, Jacob, Carl and
Eli; and his grandparents are Bro. Dale
and Sis. JoAnn Sauder. Bro. Mike and
Sis. DorothyMeister have a newgrand
son, Elijah William. Parents, Michael
and Elisabeth Meister, and big brother
Isaiah welcomed him home. Bro. Tom
and Sis. Jane Bolliger are also grand
parents again, with the birth of Tyson
Royce Schieler. Bro. Royce and Sis. Sa
rah and big sister Katelyn are his fam
ily. Godbewith theseprecious children.

"The steps ofagoodmanare ordered
by the LORD: and he delighteth in his
way."

Psalms 37:23

Our wish for God's blessing and
guidance go with our Bro. Jason Koch
(Bro. Dan and Sis. Julie), as he will be
moving to Detroit, MI, to continue his
college education. We'll enjoy your vis
its home, Bro. Jason!

ILLINOIS, WASHINGTON
Linda Folkerts
Nancy Leman

"Rejoice with them that do re
joice.. ."

Romans 12:15

We rejoice with our new sister,
Wendi Pfaffmann (Bro. Max and Sis.
Mary), and our new brother, Micah
Pfaffmann (Bro. Robert and Sis. Lily),
as they gave their testimonies andwere
baptized on the weekend ofMay 21-22.
We are so thankful and joyful towel
come these dear lambs into our fold. El
der Bro. Steve Sauder (Sis. Mary,
Tremont) was here to assist Bro. Ron in
the testimonies and baptisms. Also, on
Mother'sDay, wewere thankful to have
ElderBro. RandyKellenberger (Sis. Ka
ren, Kansas City) with us to share the
Word. We extend our appreciation to
these dear brothers for their willing
ness to serve us.

We also rejoice with Sis. Ellie Hoerr
(Bro. Doug and Sis. Peg) and Bro. Troy
Steffen (Bro. Dean and Sis. Carol) of
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Belvidere as their engagement was an
nounced. May God bless and be near
these loved ones as they plan for their
wedding and future together.

We are prayerful for little Abram
Sauder (Bro. Jeffand Sis. Chelby) as he
awaits major heart surgery. May this
dear family feel the love and support of
our church family at this time and may
Godbless littleAbramwith a successful
surgery and speedy recovery.

We want to congratulate our 2011
high school graduates and wish them
God's blessings and nearness as they
look to their future. They are Sis. Anna
Barth (Bro. Jim and Sis. Julie), Austin
Endress (Bro. Don and Sis. Sandra),
Bro. Jed Feucht (Bro. Curt and Sis.
Beth), Jared Folkerts (Bro. Gary and
Sis. Linda), Ross Knepp (Bro. Keith and
Sis. Michelle), Shasta Ledford (Bro.
Chris and Sis. Stacy), Sis. EricaWitzig
(Bro. Fred and Sis. Nancy), Bro. Micah
Pfaffmann (Bro. Robert and Sis. Lily),
and Carly Slagel (Bro. Tim and Sis.
Barb).

" ... andweepwith themthatweep."
Romans 12:15

Our hearts were heavywith sadness
when we received the news that Bro.
Roger and Sis. NancyMusselman's son,
Mark, died on May 1 7 due to injuries
sustained in a serious accident in Ault,
Colorado. Mark had two sons, Cole and
Clayton, and four brothers, Matthew,
Michael, Aaron and Andrew. We lift
these dear ones up in prayer that the
Lord will be their Comforter.

INDIANA, BLUFFTON
Suzie Fiechter
Kim Meyer

What a blessed month we had in
Bluffton even though the weather has
kept us all on our toes. The Sunday
School kids shared their voices with us
during the Easter Program and we ap
preciate Bro. JohnReinhard, Bro. Chad
Gerber, and Bro. Allen Stoller who
sharedtheEaster andGoodFridaymes
sages with us. We were challenged to
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walk theweekwith Christ as it led up to
Easter. Bro. Allen had us focus on the
promise ofwhat was to come after the
death of Christ. Bro. John pointed out
the prayer that Jesus specifically
prayed for the church and how we
should be one as Jesus andGod are one.
We are so fortunate to know the true
purpose ofEaster, but how often do we
take it for granted?

As we talk about the death and res
urrection ofChrist, wehave to share the
death of two dear sisters who are now
one with Christ in heaven. Sis. Diana
(Bro. Bill) Tonnerpassedaway. Shewill
be greatly missed by her family and
friendsas shewas alwaysalightto those
around her. Sis. Sylvia Reinhard went
home to heaven also. May these two
families be comforted and feel God's
loving arms around them during this
time in their lives.

We rejoice with three new couples
who announced their engagements.
Bro. Chad Fiechter (Bro. Mike and Sis.
Shari) and Sis. Christen Huber (Bro.
BrianandSis.Jacki) ofFrancesvillewill
be united on August 28. Bro. Jeff and
Sis. Janice Bahr (Kiowa, KS) are
pleased to announce the engagement of
their daughter, Sis. Stephanie
(Magdalena), to Bro. Joel Rinkenberger
(Magdalena), son of Bro. Jim and Sis.
Jeanne ofBluffton. Bro. Mark and Sis.
Barb Gerber are also rejoicing as they
announced the engagement of their
daughter, Sis. Leah (Bloomington), to
Bro. Ross Feller (Leo), son of Bro. Joe
and Sis. Jacki ofValparaiso.

Sinceweare talkingaboutupcoming
weddings, we were blessed with a full
church during the wedding of another
youngcouple. Bro. JeremyStieglitz (El
der Bro. Lynn and Sis. Leonda) of Leo
andSis. MariaTuckerofWestLafayette
(Dan and Sis. Barbara, Mansfield) were
united as one in Christ. Wewereblessed
with several visitingministers; and if I
wrote fast enough, twenty greetings
from fellow churches!

Our baby room continues to grow as
we were blessed with four more babies
over the pastmonth. Stanley andJaime
Eaton attend ourAdult Bible Class and
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gave birth to Stanley Marshal Eaton III
on April 20. Bro. Mark and Sis. Angie
Reinhard were thrilled to bring home
little Jace and have him meet his big sis
ters, Kaitlee and Bria. Bro. John and
Sis. Pam Reinhard alongwith Bro. Fred
and Sis. Pat Beer (Milford) are thankful
for another grandson. Bro. Joe and Sis.
Heidi Gerber are pleased to announce
the arrival of their son, Markus. His
grandparents would be Bro. Doug and
Sis. Ruby Gerber and Bro.John and Sis.
Cheryl Knobloch (Morton). Daisy
Mueller was born to Bro. Nathan and
Sis. Rachel Mueller on April 25. Bro.
Jim and Sis. Jan Schwartz and Bro.
Dave and Sis. Terri Mueller joyfully
welcome little Daisy into their families,
arms, and hearts.

Our prayers go out to Sis. Josephine
Schwartz who suffered another stroke
and is recovering at Christian Care. We
look forward to having her back in
church and seeingher faithful smile. We
also pray for the Senior class as they had
their Senior Breakfast. The message
that was shared with them ties back to
our Easter messages- The Love ofGod.
The seniors were asked two questions.
Who are you? What are you doing here?
We know God loves us as sent us His
only Son. We can read the Bible and find
out who Jesus was and is and why He
came. Then we can ask ourselves those
same questions. Do we remember who
Jesus is and why He came? If so, what
have we done with that gospel message?
Are we taking it for granted or sharing it
with those around us?

Let's be thankful for the grace God
sheds on us so that we can be lights to a
dark world in need. May we be flexible
and willing to learn and wait as He calls
us to our specific witnessing fields
whether that's at work, home, across
the road, or across the sea.

"And how shall they preach, except
they be sent? as it is written, How beau
tiful are the feet ofthem that preach the
gospel ofpeace, and bring glad tidings of
good things!"

Romans 10: 15
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INDIANA
BLUFFTON NORTH
Jessie Longenberger

Amy Moser

"He was wounded for our transgres
sions, he was bruised for our iniquities;
the chastisement of our peace was upon
him; and with his stripes we are
healed."

Isaiah 53:3

We were encouraged on April 10 to
prepare for our upcoming Bluffton
North Communion service this month.
Each ofus was exhorted to give God per
mission to "search our hearts" (Ps.
139:23-24).

Holly Hopkins has made her begin
ning in repentance and would like to be
announced as a Bluffton North convert.
She would appreciate the prayers of the
church.

On April 24 we were reminded ofour
Savior's death and glorious resurrec
tion with a lovely Easter program by our
Sunday School. We thank them for all of
their hard work. It is always a joy to
hear the children's enthusiastic voices
praising our Lord.

Bluffton North had the privilege of
remembering our Lord's last supper
and sacrifice in Holy Communion on
April 30. We thank Elder Bro. Tim
Funk (Sis. Deb, Peoria, IL) for sharing
God's Word and assisting us with our
special service.

INDIANA, FRANCESVILLE
Mildred Clauss
Jacki Huber

"I believe God will guide me and that
my life is in His hands and keeping. I be
lieve He wants me to follow Him with
praise on my lips for who He is, with
thanks in my heart for what He does,
and with obedience in my steps for what
He asks me to do."

(Roy Lessin)

As our high school seniors graduate
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and begin another chapter in their lives,
we pray they will desire God's guidance
and direction for the journey ahead!
Our graduates are Sis. Erica Putt (Bro.
Mike and Sis. Donna), Sis. Chloe Huber
(Bro. Bob and Sis. Joy), Paul Huber
(Bro. Chad and Sis. Pam), Bryce
Murray (Bro. John and Sis. Jessica),
Bro. Jonathon Pelsy (Bro. Roger and
Sis. Lily), Mark Wuethrich (Bro. Mark
and Sis. Lynn), Josh Zeltwanger (Bro.
Dave and Sis. Kelly).

On Wednesday evening our gradua
tion program was given at which time
Bro. Gene Huber, our Sunday School
Superintendent, presented a Bible to
each of the seniors.

Sis. Christen Huber (Bro. Brian and
Sis. Jacki) sought the Lord's guidance
early in her life. Now she is blessed to be
graduating from Purdue; and she has
accepted the marriage proposal of Bro.
Chad Fiechter (Bro. Mike and Sis.
Shari) from Bluffton. We pray the Lord
will bless their hearts together as they
plan for their future.

Recent hospital patients have been
Sis. Marcella Gudeman (Bro. Wendell)
and Sis. Norm Pfledderer and we are
thankful for their good recovery.

We extend sympathy to Sis. Anne
Ward (Bro. Dale) on the death of her
mother, Annabelle Jackson.

INDIANA
INDIANAPOLIS
Sandy Lichtle
Penny Schroder

Elder Bro. Ron Messner was with us
on April 20 to share a presentation
about the services provided by theApos
tolic Christian Home for the Handi
capped. He expressed a desire for
prayer for their mission and a grateful
ness for God's provision throughout the
years.

Easter weekend, April 22-24, we
shared multiple services to remember
the death and resurrection of our Sav
ior, Jesus Christ. May we remember the
significance of this weekend through
out the year.

We enjoyed a weekend offellowship
with several from our Chicago congre-
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gationtheweekend ofApril 30. Chicago
chose to visit Indianapolis for their an
nual bus trip; therefore, it provided a
wonderful opportunity to build friend
ships and get to knoweach other. Three
visiting ministers came from Chicago:
Bro. LenardMeyer, Bro. Virgil Metzger
(Sis. Mary) and Bro. Matthew Rassi
(Sis. Bridget).

Our church building dedication was
held on May 8. It was a special time to
reflect onthe historyofthe Indianapolis
church and to be reminded of the pur
pose and mission of our church today.
Most importantly, it provided a time to
ask for God's blessings on our congrega
tion as we move forward to fulfill His
work here on earth.

Visiting ministers at the dedication
included: Elder Bro. Wayne Banwart
(Champaign, IL), Bro. Kevin Knapp
(Sis. Dixie, Bloomington, IL), Bro.
Garry Bucher (Sis. Lois, Valparaiso,
IN), Bro. Bob Beebe (Sis. Sue, South
Bend, IN), andretiredElderBro. Alfred
Bahler (Wolcott, IN).

INDIANA, LACROSSE
Meagan Frank
Julie Rocke

TheLordhasmost certainlygivenus
showers of blessings this past month.
GoodFriday services and the arrival ofa
beautiful Eastermorninggave us many
reminders to be thankful for the victory
we have in Christ. We were again re
minded of this at the proving and bap
tism of our new Sis. Mindy Wettstein.
We rejoice with her and her parents,
Bro. Mark and Sis. Karen, andwelcome
Sis. Mindy into the fold of God.

Manyvisitingministerswerewilling
to lend ofthemselves for theseandother
weekends, andwe thankthemandtheir
wives and families: Bros. Lucas Frank
(Sis. Crystal, Detroit, MI), Chris
Wuethrich (Sis. Carla, St. Louis, MO),
Dan Moser (Sis. Anne, Elgin, IL) John
Lehman (Sis. Ruth, Wolcott, IN) Les
Kaeb (Sis. Christine, Francesville, IN)
and Elder Bro. Ted Steffen (Sis. Sandy,
Alto, MI).

We are anticipating, Lord willing,
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another baptism in the near future.
Our convert Dean Nelson has found
peace with God and man, and has ex
pressedhis desire to sharehis testimony
and follow our Savior's example in bap
tism. May that peace continue to be
with him, as our prayers will be, in the
coming weeks.

The birth of Lincoln Frederick has
broughtmuch rejoicingtohis grandpar
ents, Bro. Gene and Sis. Evie Heinold
and Bro. Don and Sis. Connie Manz
(Junction, OH). Bro. Fred and Sis.
KaylaManz (Junction, OH) are also re
joicingand thankful for the safe arrival
of their firstborn son.

Bro. Bill Frank underwent surgery
on his shoulder recently, and we are
thankful that theLordcontinues to pro
vide healing.

We were also thankful to hear ofthe
engagement of Bro. Ross Feller (Leo,
IN) to Sis. Leah Gerber (Bloomington,
IL). Bro. Ross grewup in our LaCrosse
congregation and we rejoice with this
dear couple and their parents, Bro. Joe
and Sis. Jackie Feller (Valparaiso, IN)
and Bro. Mark and Sis. Barb Gerber
(Bluffton, IN), as the Lord continues to
draw them closer to each other and to
Himself - and welcome them to visit
anytime!

INDIANA, LEO
Kirby Reutter

Too much happens in one month at
Leo to report in full. However, perhaps
just a few highlights are in order.

First, we celebrated the births of
three precious souls. Bro. Nathan and
Sis. Rachel Mueller, who serve as the
mainhouseparents at theMapleHouse,
rejoicedwith the safe arrival ofprecious
little Daisy Grace (6 pounds, 8 ounces
and 19.5inches). In addition, twoofour
beloved residents from the Oak House
Program had babies this past month.
Our dear friend and resident Jossie re
joiced with the safe arrival of precious
little Bently Ray (8 pounds, 3 ounces
and 21.5 inches), while our dear friend
and resident Kayla rejoiced with the
safe arrival of precious little Rylie
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Shane (6 pounds, 10 ounces and 19
inches).

Secondly, we celebrated the high
school graduations of four precious
souls, including Sis. Hannah Schrenk,
Adam Sauder, Cameron Stieglitz, and
Nathaniel Stoller.

Thirdly, the followingdearBrothers
and Sisters were nominated, balloted,
andasked to serveourprecious children
in the Sunday School: Sis. Bethany
Plattner, Sis. Molly Steffen, Bro. Bruce
Drayer, Bro. Troy Reimschisel, Bro.
JarrodSteffen, andBro. TimWiegand.

Fourthly, the Leo church commu
nity recently became privy to the be
trothal ofourdearBro. Ross Feller (who
worships with us right here in Leo) to
Sis. Leah Gerber (from our beloved
Bloomington congregation). Ross's
parents are Bro. Joe and Sis. Jackie
Feller (from our beloved congregation
in Valparaiso), and Leah's parents are
Bro. Mark and Sis. Barb Gerber (from
our beloved congregation in Bluffton).
Ross works at Gateway Woods as the
Communication Coordinator, while his
father Joe recently retired from eight
years ofloyal service as aboardmember
to this organization.

Fifthly, our dear friends Jonathan
Schumacher and Allison House were
united in matrimony on May 28. Jona
than's parents are Bro. Jeff and Sis.
Tina Schumacher from Leo (Bro. Jeff
serves as theAdministrator ofGateway
Woods), while Allison's parents are
Russell and Sheila House fromWash
ington, IL.

Finally, a group ofvoyagers fromthe
Gatewaycommunitywill spend the first
week in June teaching English lessons
to primary school students in Ixtlan,
Mexico. Believers from Leo, Latty,
Bloomington, and Magdalena will all
converge in Ixtlan to enjoy this week of
worship, praise, fellowship, and service.

INDIANA, MILFORD
Janie Price
Paula Haab

God has promised seasons and
planting time. We've seen this promise
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fulfilled again as it is warmer outside
and the farmers are in the fields.

We welcomed several visitors this
past month. The late Bro. Henry and
Sis. Alice Beer's children gathered to
gether bringing Bro. Victor and Sis.
Dorothy (Ft. Myers) "home". Although
retired, we appreciated his participa
tion fromthepews. Also"cominghome"
and being used on the pulpit was Bro.
Willis and Sis. Lois (Beer) Ehnle
(Peoria). We experienced how mightily
God still uses himbeyond his four score
years. Another Sunday, Bro. Bob and
Sis. Sue Beebe (South Bend) visited
their children here. Bro. Bob was in
spired and taught us from God's Word.
We thank each visitor for taking the
time to spend a Sunday in Milford.

Needing to be in the hospital was
Bros. Lee Beer and Ray Haab, and Sis.
Pam Lehman. We are thankful that
they can nowbe back in church, but we
need to continue to pray that their pro
cedureswill bringcomplete reliefin due
time. Having complications from a ton
sillectomy, was a grandchild of Bro.
Matt andSis. KarenPamer. They so dil
igently care for their grandchildren.

The ladies were treated to a lun
cheononeSaturdaybyacommittee that
chose School Days for their theme. How
fittingto beremindedofthe importance
of learning. A minister recently re
minded us that next to being thankful,
Christians need to be learning more of
God's ways andwhat He wants us to be
doing for others.

Graduationswill be overby the time
you read this. It is always an exciting
time for theyoungpeople. We pray they
will include God in their plans. Seniors
who please grandparents when they at
tend church with them are Hannah
Smith (Bro. John and Sis. Carol Hurd)
and Taylor Haab (Bro. Don and Sis.
Martha). Kevin Schlipf (Bro. Rich and
Sis. Kathy), Colin Beer (Sam), Cody
Haab (Tom andJody) and BrianaGunn
(Bro. Bill andSis. JudyLongcor) are 8th
grade graduates. Graduating from Oc
cupational Therapy school was Sis.
Darcy (Bro. Loren) Schock (Bro. Phil
and Sis. Janie Price). She'll seek em-
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ployment in the Goodfield area where
they now attend church.

Bro. Robert and Sis. Sue Cockburn
announced the engagement of their
daughter, Mary, and Eric Boles. AnOc
tober wedding is planned.

INDIANA, REMINGTON
Jenni Honegger
Marcella Tyler

We are thankful that Bro. Tony
Manz (Sis. Denise, Junction, OH) once
again visited us and shared the Word
with us. We are glad they visit their rel
atives here regularly andwe enjoy their
family's fellowship.

We congratulate Trent and Cammie
Kilgus on the birth oftheir first child, a
bouncingbabyboynamedAndrewDan
iel. We pray that God's blessings and
grace will be upon them as they raise
their new little one. Andrew's thankful
grandparents are Elder Bro. Dan and
Sis. Jenna Kilgus, Tom Hasser, and
Pam Hartman.

We have two graduates this month:
Colby Waibel and Bro. Mark Waibel.
Both are sons of Bro. Bruce and Sis.
Jody Waibel. Colby graduates from
high school and Bro. Mark graduates
from college. We pray that both young
men will seek the Lord and His will for
their bright futures.

Bro. Stuart Kilgus (Elder Bro. Dan
and Sis. Jenna) had knee surgery re
cently. We are thankful that he is heal
ing well and pray for his continued
recovery.

Our Sis. Lorrene Clauss Schieler
passedawayonMay9. Sis. Lorrenehad
been living at Parkview Haven for the
last severalyears and looked forward to
beingwith the Lord. Her sons are Tom
Clauss and Bro. Rex (Sis. Tammy)
Clauss, and we pray that they can find
comfort inknowing that theirmother is
in the loving presence of Jesus after a
longjourney here below. May we each
follow her example and pass peacefully
into eternity knowing our soul is in
Christ's keeping.
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INDIANA, SOUTH BEND
Natalie Virkler

"I was glad when they said unto me,
Let us go into the house of the Lord."

Psalm 122:1

This year we celebrated the 30 year
anniversary of the South Bend church
building. What a wonderful blessing to
have a comfortable building inwhich to
worship unhindered! We are so very
thankful to each one who has contrib
uted to the South Bend church to make
it what it is today.

A special thank you to Bro. Walt
Rager for sharing the Word with us!
Bro. Walt and his wife, Sis. Sharon (To
ledo, OH), visited us Sunday, May 1.

INDIANA,VALPARAISO
Marguerite Hoerr

More than 65 years ago, before I was
married, my Uncle Bro. Henry Beer
penned the words to the hymn, "Chris
tian Friendship". The first verse always
impressed me:

There are friendships that we cherish
in our daily walk of life,

Friends with whom we meet and la
bor in our earthly toil and strife,

Friends among the aged and youth
ful, friends that live from us
apart,

Friends of highest rank and station
find a place within my heart.

When I was ayounggirl I was always
surprised that older members would
pay attention tome andwere interested
in what I was doing. Now that I have
joined the ranks of the "older" I under
stand somuchbetter. This friendship of
"the aged and youthful" was portrayed
sobeautifully tomerecently. I satwith a
visitingSister at lunch last Sunday, and
in talking to her found what brought
her to our area. She told me a sweet
story. She was on a work team and
sharedaroomwith ayoungteenagegirl.
She said they got along so well and
struck up such an understanding be
tween them that to her it wasjust won-
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derful. She learned later, since they had
the experience, that this girl had given
her heart to the Lord, and was going to
be baptized that very Sunday. She drove
by herself, so she could be at LaCrosse
church for the baptism. She had stayed
overnight with Bro. Ken and Sis. Carol
Bucher. I was privileged to sit beside her
at the lunch table, and privileged more
to hear this story. Sis. Christa Moser
and our new Sis. Mindy Wettstein were
brought together on a work team. To
quote the song, "Friends with whom we
meet and labor (on a work team) in our
earthly toil and strife, Friends among
the aged and youthful, friends that live
from us apart (one in Roanoke, IL, the
other in LaCrosse, IN) ... find a place
within my heart." I have pondered over
this story all week and wanted to share
it with you.

Our Easter/Spring program was
held on thefirstdayofMay. It was an in
spiration to everyone. We would like to
thank the Francesville quartet for their
beautiful hymns that were so inspira
tional. Bro. Bruce Wuethrich told ofthe
fall he had from a great height resulting
in many injuries. He was told he may
never walk again and that his pelvic
area was so broken they expected to in
sert a rod through it to hold it stable,
and the rod would extend out of his
body. As he was being taken out of the
operating room, he looked down and
didn't see the rod. He said the song came
to him, "To God be the Glory" and he
started to sing. He sang all the verses by
the time he was taken back to his room.
Prayers ofthanks were in all our hearts
as we heard of this modern day miracle.
We finished with singing "To God be the
Glory".

It's graduation time. It's always a
pleasure to get a picture of a youngman
or woman, along with the invitation to
their reception. We have one graduate
from high school this year in our Valpo
church; LoganWeiss, son ofSis. Marsha
and Bro. Dennis. We extend our love,
best wishes and our prayers that God
will bless him as he makes his plans for
the future.

We're pleased that Bro. Art Heinold
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is able to be in church with us again af
ter a fall. Wemissed him duringthe time
he spent in Florida. His cheerful man
ner is always appreciated and enjoyed.

Sis.JosephineMeiss has beenmoved
from her room in a Valpo Care Facility
to the hospital because she was in pain
and because ofan infection. She is in our
prayers daily andwe ask our God to take
care of a dear sister who is very loved by
all ofus. When we entered the Valpo
Church on our first Sunday, Sis. Jose
phine welcomed me and sat with me
during services. I'll never forget her
kindness to me.

Sherry Meiss is making progress
since her surgery, and we're thanking
God for His healing hands where she is
concerned. She and Dale are concerned
for his mother and are staying close by
and doing all they can for her. We think
ofStaciaandAnthony, too. We ask God
to be with this entire family as they go
through some rough times.

Remember we're just 2 ¾ miles
South ofU. S. 30 on State Rd. 49. Visit us
when you can. We will welcome you.

INDIANA
WEST LAFAYETTE

Beth Tonner
Katie Widmer

We have had a month of new begin
nings here in Lafayette.

We celebrated the baptism of four
souls, Sis. Jaimie Oppermann, Bro.
Kurt Bahler, Bro. Brian Allinder, and
Bro. Karl Kirsch onMay 1. Thankyou to
Elder Bro. Curt Frank (Sis. Lyla, La
Crosse) and Elder Bro. Dan Kilgus (Sis.
Jenna, Remington) for taking part in
the weekend.

Congratulations to our high school
and college graduates, as follows: Bro.
Randy Lehman, Bro. MarkWaibel, Sis.
Carrie Blunier, Sis. Alyssa Klopfen
stein, Sis. Sarena Wahl, Bro. Luke
Wahl, Sis. Christen Huber, Sis. Kaitlyn
Bahler, Bro. Ben Stoller, Bro. Sam
Kaufman, Bro. Ned Troxel, and Bro.
Karl Kirsch. It is a privilege for our
church body to be a part of so many
young people's lives. We hope those who
move away will feel welcome to come
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back to visit from time to time.
The Purdue Young Group has

elected new officers for the upcoming
year. President - Bro. Brent Fiechter,
Vice President - Bro. Matthew Gerber,
Secretary - Sis. Katie Widmer, Trea
surer -Sis. Janessa Wahl, Purdue Ush
ers - Bro. Andre Gutwein and Bro. Tad
Tonner. Thank you to those who faith
fully served this past year.

We look forward to Vacation Bible
School which will be held the week of
June 6th. The children will be learning
lessons set in "Hometown Nazareth:
Where Jesus was a kid."

Finally, thank you to all the fathers
who have faithfully demonstrated a
taste of our Heavenly Father's love to
us. Happy Father's Day.

INDIANA, WOLCOTT
Donita Edelman
Sasha Kyburz

Congratulations go to excited new
grandparents, Mike and Sis. Nancy
Scott. Their daughter, Niki, and Nick
Pilotte have a precious daughter to love,
Viola Rose. We wish Nick and Niki
much grace and wisdom from the Lord
in raising this precious bundle.

We extend a special thank you to
those who have given of themselves in
the Lord's service on our behalf. May
God richly bless the following visiting
ministers: Elder Bro. Dan Kilgus (Sis.
Jenna, Remington, IN) and Bros. Dale
Banwart (Sis. Missy, Congerville, IL),
Ned Bahler (Sis. Anna, Fairbury, IL)
and NathanWalder (Sis. Denise, Cissna
Park, IL).

Our high school graduate this year is
Sis. Rebekah Edelman (Bro. Kip and
Sis. Donita). Our college graduates are
Sis. Kimberly Lehman (Bro. Greg and
Sis. MaryBeth), Emily Bahler (Bro. Jeff
and Sis. Heidi) and Bro. Randy Lehman
(Bro. John and Sis. RuthAnn). We pray
they will always seek direction and
guidance from the Lord in all their fu
ture endeavors.
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IOWA, BLOOMFIELD
Rachel Stoller

"Who is likeunto theLORDourGod,
who dwelleth on high, Who humbleth
himselfto behold the things that are in
heaven, and in earth!"

Psalm 113:5-6

We are thankful the Lord humbled
Himselfto think ofus and send His Son
to be our Saviour. As we havejust cele
brated Easter, we realize this is the
most He has done for us. We also had
the privilege to partake ofHoly Com
munion recently. Elder Bro. Rick
Plattner (Fairbury, IL) was here to as
sist Bro. Doug in serving. Bro. Brad
Funk (Garden Grove, IA) was with us
both on Easter and Mother's Day. We
are thankful to these brethren for their
labors on our behalf.

The Lord remembered our congre
gation by writing three more names in
the Book of Life this past month. Our
new brothers are Nathan and Caleb
Wettstein (Bro. Lloyd and Sis. Carol)
and Kurt Dotterer (Bro. Joe and Sis.
Rose). Elder Bro. Marvin Dotterer
(Forrest, IL) and Bro. Bill Brake
(Sardis, OH) were here to serve us that
weekend.

The Lord remembered the family of
Bro. Vern, Sis. Boni, and Ethan
Hostetler by sending a new little girl,
Lily Sue, to their home. Grandparents
are Bro. JonandSis. RitaWettstein and
Joe and Wilma Hostetler.

We rejoice with Philip Maibach
(Bro. Tim and Sis. Mary), Kendra
Wuthrich (Bro. Roger and Sis. Deann),
JacobJoos (Bro. RonandSis. Chris) and
JeffWuthrich (Bro. Joel and Sis. Shir
ley) as they have professed peace with
God andman and desire Holy Baptism.
May God be near during this special
time of their life.

We extend sympathy to Bro. Virgil
and Sis. Katrina Knobloch's family as
Bro. Virgillosthismother, Sis. Lauretta
Knobloch (Lester, IA), this pastmonth.
May God comfort them in their loss.

Several souls are ready for a new
phase in life. We wish God's nearness
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on the marriage of Katie Townsend
(Danny and Sis. Lynn) andDustinHar
ris.

Congratulations to our graduates
also. Alan Schock (ElderBro. Dougand
Sis. Clara) and Derek Wettstein (Bro.
Lloyd and Sis. Carol) are finished with
high school. Kendra Schlatter, Sis.
Darcy Schock, and Sis. Emily Bahler
have completed college.

IOWA, BURLINGTON
Marilyn Anderson

Karla Gerst
We appreciated having brethren

from other congregations visit us dur
ing the last month. Among them were
two ministering brothers, Bros. John
Steiner and Mark Schmidgall (both of
Oakville). MayGodbless themfor shar
ing His Word with us.

Thy conflict is our peace.
Thy death is our salvation,
Thy bonds, our liberty,
Thy pains, our consolation.
Thy cross doth comfort give,
Thy wounds, a balm that heals.
Thy blood a ransom is,
Thy Word a hope reveals.

Lord, help and make us brave
To bear our cross and burden,
That we may not grow faint
Nor yet give up the battle.
Yea, from Thy crown of thorns
Let us our courage take,
That through reproach and shame
We ne'er Thy ways forsake.
Zion's Harp #44, vs. 5-6

IOWA,ELGIN
Maria Rocke

Brianna Strahm

"Hewill swallowupdeath invictory;
and the Lord God will wipe away tears
from off all faces."

Isaiah 25:8

We extend our sympathy tot he fam
ily ofSis. RuthMetzger (WestBend, IA)
as she recentlypassed fromthis life. Sis.

25

Ruth's funeral service was in Elgin as
she lived here for many years and had
manyfriends and family ties inourarea.
We are thankful for the years she was
with us and the faithful example she
was to our congregation.Visitingminis
ters assisting with the service were El
der Bro. Wayne Grimm (Sis. Rose, West
Bend, IA) and Bro. DuaneMetzger (Sis.
Ruth, West Bend, IA).

Zavier Elias was born to Rhett and
AmyJensen onMay 16 and is the grand
son of Bro. Tim and Sis. Kathy
Butikofer. Zavier's siblings are Trevin,
Avery and Vinley.

Our thoughts go out to all the gradu
ates of 2011. Kendra Knobloch (Bro.
Jim and Sis. Marcy) will be graduating
from high school on May 22. We wish
her God's blessings as she plans for her
future.

"In all thy ways acknowledge him,
and he shall direct thy paths."

Proverbs 3:6

IOWA, GARDEN GROVE
Laura Funk

Graduating from High School is
Stacia Garland, granddaughter of Bro.
Tony and Sis. Eileen Funk, andAndrea
Moser, daughter of Bro. Tom and Sis.
DawnMoser. We pray for God's leading
as these two young ladies step out into
the world.

Bringing God's Word to us this
month include Bro. Joe Dotterer
(Bloomfield, IA), Bro. Kevin Banwart
(West Bend, IA) and Bro. CraigMartin
(Princeville, IL). May God bless each of
His servants.

Protect, 0 Lord, Thy children,
As we still tarry here,
That we in realms of glory
May then with Thee appear.

Zion's Harp #138, vs. 9

IOWA, IOWA CITY
Diana Butikofer

Wehave several graduates this year.
Noah Landherr (Ron and Audrey) is
graduating from high school and plans
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topursue acareer in criminaljusticeat a
local college. Bro. Luke Gerst (Bro. Joe
and Sis. Connie) graduated from
Kirkwood Community College and is
continuing his education in an aviation
program fairly close by in Dubuque, IA.
Sis. Alicen Wagenbach, Sis. Carly
Wagenbach, and Sis. Kaylee Lanz, all
fromOakville, IA, have graduated from
the University of Iowa; we appreciated
their attendance on Wednesday eve
nings and when they stayed in the area
onweekends andwillmiss themas they
move on. Sis. Alicen finished her phar
macy degree andwill be working in Illi
nois. Nowthat Sis. Carlyhas completed
her degree in Social Studies Education
andSis. Kaylee has her degree in Chem
istry, they will be seeking employment.
We wish all ofour graduates the Lord's
blessings and guidance as theycontinue
their educationor seek/beginnewjobs.

We are thankful our Elder Bro. Jon
Schmidgall (Sis. Julie, Oakville, IA) was
willingto come and shareHoly Commu
nion with us. We appreciate Bro. Jon
and Bro. Joe Gerst's service to us as we
partook ofthe breadandwine. Bro. Jon
also stayed for Sunday and assisted on
the pulpit along with Bro. Phil Schulz
(Sis. Kelli, Oakville, IA).

IOWA, LESTER
Polly Metzger
Gloria Moser

"Every good gift and every perfect
gift is from above, and cometh down
from the Father... "

James 1:17

Two precious gifts have brought
much happiness to their families. Bro.
Eric and Sis. Joy Kupferschmid wel
comeda daughter, EllyJoy, onApril 20.
Levi, Drew and Kate are excited for a
new sister. Bro. Richard and Sis.
Maribeth Kupferschmid (Eureka, IL)
and Bro. Pat and Sis. Twyla Meyer are
the grandparents. May 11 is the birth
date of Julia Jennecka Rinkenberger.
Bro. Isaac and Sis. Melissa, Rebekah,
Noah, Barak, Joshua and Caleb are the
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thankful family. Bro. Jake and Sis.
Glenna Rinkenberger (Congerville, IL)
and Bro. Pete and Sis. SusanVanWyhe
are thankful for another precious
grandchild. May these dear families
look to the Lord as they raise their chil
dren.

Sharing the Gospel over the Easter
weekend were Bro. Wayne Fehr (Port-
1 and, OR) and Bro. Curt Walder
(Mansfield, OH). We appreciate their
willingness to share the Word of Life
with us.

"I called upon the Lord in my dis
tress: theLordansweredme, andsetme
in a large place. The Lord is onmy side;
I will not fear... "

Psalms 118:5-6

Many prayers have ascended to our
HeavenlyFather aswe remember those
suffering with physical afflictions and
undergoing various medical treat
ments. Bro. LarryPeterson (Sis. Emily)
and Bro. Verlyn Kellenberger (Sis.
Linda) have spent time in the hospital.
Seven year old Kendon Knoblock (Bro.
Marti and Sis. Martha) has recently
been released from St. Mary's Hospital
and is now residing at the Transplant
House inRochester, Minnesota. His ad
dress is:

Kendon Knoblock
7241st Street SW
Rochester, MN 55902

May 14 was the wedding day of
Carrie Knoblock (Bro. Chuck and Sis.
Coralee) and Justin Brower. We wish
them God's blessings.

Oh, what is more delightful, And in
what blessed state,

When we our souls and bodies: To
God do consecrate?

There freed from earthly burdens,
with no more pain or ache,

Till in the glorious morning....He
calls "Awake! Awake!"

There with the angels singing, In
heaven we shall roam,

With gratitude proclaiming: "We've
reached the soul's bright home."
Zion's Harp #139
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At this time ofMother's Day, our
congregation has bid farewell to two
dear mothers and sisters-in-faith. Sis.
LaurettaKnoblochwas called to rest on
April 27 at the age of74. We sympathize
with her children: David, Donald and
Lorry, Jerry and Sis. Linda
(Congerville, IL), Bro. Jim and Sis.
Sandy (West Bend, IA), Harlan (Dallas,
TX), Bro. Virgil and Sis. Katrina
(Bloomfield, IA), Mark and Lynette
Knips andAlvin and Sandra Knobloch,
and extended family: Sis. Gladys
Knobloch, Bro. Art and Sis. Elgeva
Knobloch and Dale and Sis. Mary
Knobloch.

On May 9, Sis. Leona Wulf passed
into eternity at the age of88years. Our
love and sympathy is extended to her
children: Bro. Dave and Sis. Carol
Knapp (Roanoke, IL), Bro. Dale andSis.
Becky Wulf, Bro. Arden and Sis.
Darlene Stoller (Sabetha, KS), Bro.
Arnie andSis. MyraWulf, Bro. Stan and
Sis. Pam Wulf (Morris, MN) and Bro.
Leroy and Sis. Carolyn Wulf
(Burlington, IA), and sisters: Sis. Alice
Metzger and Sis. Esty Metzger.

"Flourishing youth, Thou our hope
and our fond expectation.. "

Zion's Harp #168

Graduation time is upon us and we
rejoice that God has granted achieve
ments to our high school and college
graduates. We have high hopes and ex
pectations for each oneofthemandpray
theywill seekGod'sguidanceand follow
His direction for their lives. Our high
school graduates include: Philip Feucht
(Bro. Roy and Sis. Melisa), Karmen
Klostergaard (Brad and Sis. Linda),
Clark Knobloch (Bro. Myron and Sis.
Beth), Garth Knobloch (Bro. Vern and
Sis. Chalea), Sis. MauraKnobloch (Bro.
Stan and Sis. Dawn), Sadie Knobloch
(Bro. Dan and Sis. ReJean), Sis. Joanna
Knoblock (Bro. Terry and Sis. Elaine),
Brendan Metzger (Bro. Blair and Sis.
Julie), Samuel Meyer (Bro. Denis and
Sis. Jill), Sis. Janae Mogler (Bro.
Dwight and Sis. Donna), Jeff Moser
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(Bro. Donn and Sis. Joyce) andMaranda
Oleson (Kevin and Janet). College
Graduates are: Mitchell Barber (Mike
and Sis. Donna), Ruth Feucht (Bro. Roy
and Sis. Melisa), Jeena Metzger (Bro.
Art and Sis. Kris), Miranda Metzger
(Bro. Kevin and Sis. Dawn) and Sis.
CrystalMoser (Bro. Rick and Sis. Lori).

As Father's Day approaches, we are
so thankful for our fathers and the love
and help they so willingly share, just as
our heavenly Father shares His love and
help when we humbly seek Him.

IOWA, OAKVILLE
Sharla Wiegand

We were blessed with visitingminis
ters this month including Bro. Michael
Wagenbach (Wolcott, IN), Bro. Bruce
Frank (Cissna Park, IL) and Bro. Scott
Wegman (Taylor, MO).

On May 15, we witnessed the bap
tisms of Reed Wagenbach (Bro. Colin
and Sis. Barb), Jared Schmidgall (Bro.
Aaron and Sis. Luann), Josh Lanz (Bro.
Ron and Sis. Timna) and Kaylyn Lanz
(Bro. Robby and Sis. Kris). Helping
with this important work were Elder
Bros. Brad Eisenmann (Chicago, IL)
and Rod Bajema (Lester, IA). Other vis
iting ministers on this special occasion
were Bro. Brian Metzger (Lester, IA)
and Bro. Phil Schulz (Burlington, IA).
May the Lord bless each one for their la
bors.

First-time parents, Bro. Ben and Sis.
Kasha Lanz, welcomed Tate Benjamin
into their family on April 27. Tate's
grandparents are Bro. Doug and Sis.
Judy Kraft (Lamont/Gridley, KS) and
Bro. Keith and Sis. Tonya Lanz.

IOWA, WEST BEND
Janet Fehr
Leona Fehr

Elder Bro. Roy Koehl (Sis. Jenell,
Morris, MN) joined our Elder Bro.
Wayne Grimm in serving Holy Commu
nion to our congregation on Palm
Sunday. It was a blessed evening to
gether as we partook of the Lord's sup
per with a prayer on our hearts. May
God bless Bro. Roy as well as Bro.
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Wayne Fehr (Sis. Kathy, Portland, OR)
for their part in the day, and we look for
ward to havingBro. Wayne with us for a
few weeks this spring.

"Precious in the sight of the Lord is
the death of his saints."

Psalms 116:15

On earth it is a time of sorrow and
griefwhen we bid a final farewell to our
loved ones. It gives us comfort and cour
age to know it is precious in the sight of
the Lord. Bidding a final farewell to her
mother on April 27 was Sis. Eunice
(Bro. Dan) Fehr. Sis. Ruth Metzger re
sided in the assisted living/care center
here in West Bend for the last 8 years of
her life. Her funeral took place in her
home congregation at Elgin, IA.

Also on April 27, Bro. Jim (Sis.
Sandy) Knobloch was thankful to be
present when his mother, Sis. Lauretta
Knobloch (Lester), breathed her last
earthly breath.

Sis. LeonaWulf (Lester) passed from
life into eternity on May 9, and we ex
tend our sympathy to Sis. Lela Banwart
in the passing of her sister. May we all
strive to reach Heaven's portals where
loved ones are gathering. Our prayers
are certainly with all those who are
grieving.

We had a couple loved ones spend a
short amount oftime in the hospital this
past month and we are thankful they
have returned home. These dear sisters
are Sis. Pearl Anliker and Sis. Joyce
Banwart. May the Lord continue to pro
vide for their needs.

Sunday, May 15, was graduation
time here inWest Bend. We appreciated
Bro. Jim Butikofer (Sis. Diana, Iowa
City, IA) being here to share in this spe
cial occasion. The 2011 graduating se
niors are as follows: Jake Bruellman
(Bro. Mark and Sis. Deb), Colleen Fehr
(Bro. Byron and Sis. Anita), Jessica
Fehr (Bro. Mark and Sis.Janet), Jordan
Knobloch (Bro. Jim and Sis. Sandy),
Cody Schmidt (Bro. Neal and Sis.
Angela), Elisabeth Virkler (Bro. Andy
and Sis. Becky), and Sis. Heidi Zaugg
(Bro. Pat and Sis. Julie). We pray that
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each one will take the precious teach
ings oftheir parents and Sunday School
teachers to heart. "But seek ye first the
kingdom ofGod, and his righteousness;
and all these things shall be added unto
you." (Matt. 6:33)

JAPAN, SHIODA
Carrie Ito

We are thankful for our visitors this
month- Elder Bro. Mark Bahr and Sis.
Bev, and Bro. Dale and Sis. Meg Koch
and their daughterMaria (Tremont).

JAPAN, TOKYO
Jana Klaus

We had our Holy Communion ser
vice on Sunday, May 8, and thank Elder
Bro. Mark Bahr (Detroit, MI) who came
with his wife, Sis. Bev, to assist our El
der Bro. Akito Inoue. How humbling,
and yet what a privilege it is, to remem
ber the Lord's suffering for each ofus
and every human being He so lovingly
created throughout the ages. We had a
large group, as all members were pres
ent except our dear Sisters Shizuko
Urushino (who is hospitalized) and
Kido-san from the southern island of
Kyushu. Even Sis. Yoshiko Sakuta was
given strength to join us for the day.
How can anyone find words to describe
how it will be in heaven to sit at the wed
ding feast with our Savior Jesus and
people of ALL nations?

Bro. Akihiro, Sis. Carrie and little
Tomoki Itoh (Shioda) joined us for
church services on Sunday, May 22, as
they brought Bro. Dale (Carrie's
cousin), Sis. Meg and little Maria Koch
(Tremont, IL) to worship with us. We
appreciated Bro. Akihiro's morningser
vice and Bro. Dale's afternoon Bible
study and thank God for a truly blessed
day.

May is also the month for our annual
business meeting, covering the topics
from Sunday school teachers and vari
ousjobs, to financial reports and the giv
ing/re lief/recovery work for the
northeastern tsunami victims. New
Sunday School teachers are Sisters Sa-
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rah and Hannah Klaus who will be tak
ing turns with veteran S. S. teacher Sis.
Marie Inoue to teach the kindergar
ten/lower elementary class. They are
replacing Sis. Grace Klaus, who has
moved back to the US (Washington, IL)
after over 10 years of teaching English
here. We will miss her excellent Sunday
School teaching skills, but pray God will
bless her in this new phase in her life.
Sisters Yoko Suzurikawa and Jana
Klaus will take turns with veteran S.S.
teachers, Sisters Onoda and Hiroko in
teaching the upper elementary/jr hi
class. We pray for God's abundant help
in teaching all the precious children.

We again want to thank each and ev
ery one who has given so generously
through World Relief and other organi
zations to benefit the tsunami victims.
We thank God for all the reliefworkers
who are giving their time and energy,
especially to show the love ofChrist and
the hope that comes through Him.
Please continue to pray for comfort and
revival in the hearts of the people ofJa
pan.

Our hearts and prayers also go out to
the many suffering people in our be
loved country ofAmerica going through
tornado and flooding disasters. May
God have mercy in drawing us all closer
to Him during these trying times.

Speaking from a personal experi
ence here- recently we had our annual
disaster drill at the local elementary
school, where a parent/guardian is told
to pretend an earthquake happened at 1
PM and walk to the school to pick up
your child/children, who are waiting in
their classrooms with their head protec
tor cushion on (which they store in a
cover on the back of their desk chair). I
have to admit that in the past, I found
these somewhat bothersome, especially
until a couple years ago, as they used to
take place in the heat ofsummer outside
on the playground (and I was often preg
nant!). However, this time, it was
rather sobering, and I felt ashamed that
I had looked at it as a bother. I have
three children in elementary school this
year, and we were told to start with the
oldest child, so I found myself in a long
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line outside of my 5th grader's class
room. Another lady soon lined up be
hind me, and I recognized her as the
mother of a very friendly boy, who had
been in the same class as my daughter
for a number of years and whose youn
ger brother was in the same kindergar
ten as myyoungest son now. At the time
of the big earthquake on March 11, this
mother and I were actually very near
each other, huddled under our chil
dren's desks, as we hadjust begun a par
ents/teacher meeting at the school. As I
stood in line beside her now, I struck up
a conversation with her and it turned to
the March 11 earthquake. Imagine my
surprise when she tells me that she is
from Miyagi-ken, the very prefecture
where the earthquake was centered off
shore, and that her parents' house was
washed away in the tsunami. My
thoughts went back to that day we were
huddled together under our children's
desks - I was praying like mad for God
to watch over my children, whom I had
just left 10 minutes earlier, and who
were all at home together or very nearby
at a neighbor's house playing, and here
this woman had no idea that her parents
and sister with a newborn baby were
about to flee for their lives. But, thanks
to God, they had escaped to a hospital on
higher ground (with nothing, but that
newborn baby wrapped in a blanket).
But the danger was not over, as the wa
ter from the waves reached to the top of
the first floor ceiling of the hospi
tal-her relatives were again spared as
they were part of the evacuees and/or
residents who were able to run up the
stairs to higher floors, but many ofthose
who were helpless in wheel chairs or un
able to move, perished. She told me she
and her children would visit there every
summer for a vacation, and now
Grandpa and Grandma's house and ev
erything in it, every memento is gone.
But, she was so calm throughout the
whole conversation and only expressed
thankfulness that her relatives had sur
vived. I wonder though, what is she re
ally thinking inside? The Japanese in
general are a very reserved people, find
ing it difficult to show or express their
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true heart feelings. Please join us in
praying that God would give them the
grace, courage and humbleness to open
their hearts to find healing and peace
and that He would lead them to the
right place and people to guide them to
Him.

KANSAS, BERN
Sheri Edelman

Jill Meyer

"I love Jesus because He first loved
me."

Children's Harp, #124

What a blessing to be able to tell of
another convert! Benton Rokey (Bro.
Dwight and Sis. Anita) has begun his re
pentance. May God lead him and pro
vide for him as he starts this heavenly
journey!

We thank our visiting ministers and
their wives for sharing with us this past
month. Bro. Dale Wulf (Sis. Becky,
Lester, IA) and Bro. Tim Lehman (Sis.
Amber, Taylor, MO) were here for Good
Friday services and then Bro. Tim and
family stayed for Easter services as well.

Our congregation appreciated hear
ing a Gateway Woods presentation one
eveningwith the Sabetha congregation.

Our sympathy is extended to the en
tire family of Sis. Leona Wulf who
passed away into eternity. From our
congregation we want to especially
mention her daughter and family, Bro.
Arden, Sis. Dar, Sis. Laurie, and Benji.
May God grant comfort to each of you
now and always.

Laura Baumgartner (Bro. Jay and
Sis. Heidi) is our high school graduate
this year. We also have two graduates
from Kansas State University. Sis.
Maria Baumgartner (Bro. John and Sis.
Lori) has received her education degree
and Bro. Jeffrey Edelman (Bro. Wayne
and Sis. Linda) has earned his Agricul
ture Engineering degree. May God lead
each graduate as they continue on in
life.



June 2011

KANSAS, FORT SCOTT
Martin Hohulin, Sr.

This article of the Silver Lining may
be somewhat late as I am writing it from
a hospital bed in Lamar, MO, where I
have been confined for the past week. I
anticipate going home soon and sin
cerely appreciate all the calls and visits I
have received.

May is graduation month, and we
have had a number of graduates from
our congregation. Bro. Ryan
Kellenberger and Anna Marie Bahr are
graduating from Pittsburg State Uni
versity. He is the son of Bro. Rick and
Sis. Karen Kellenberger. Mikayla Boge
is graduating from Kansas State Uni
versity. She is the daughter of Bro. Bill
and Sis. Jan Boge. Sis. Adriene Bahr is
graduating from Fort Scott Community
College School of Nursing. Bro. Jerod
Bahr is graduating from Christian
Heights High School. All the Bahrs are
children of Bro. Jerry and Sis. Maria
Bahr. Noah Fischer is graduating
eighth grade from the Fort Scott Chris
tian Learning Center. He is the son of
Bro. Jeff and Sis. Gloria Fischer.

Visiting ministers this month were
Bro. David Hartter (Sis. Beth) and Bro.
Klint Beyer (Sis. Kara), both from
Sabetha, KS. May God richly bless them
for serving us.

On May 8, Bro. Gene and Sis. Linda
Banwart attended the marriage oftheir
daughter, Sis. Andrea, to Bro. Rick
Hany in Rockville, CT. He is the son of
Bro. Rick and Sis, Betsy Hany from
Rockville. Also making the trip was Sis.
Juanita Sinn, maternal grandmother of
the bride as well as other family mem
bers. May God bless them as they begin
their new life together.

KANSAS, KIOWA
Janice Bahr

Jenny Stewart

"And the Lord God caused a deep
sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept:
and he took one ofhis ribs, and closed up
the flesh instead thereof; And the rib,
which the Lord God had taken from
man, made he a woman, and brought
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her unto the man. And Adam said, This
is now bone ofmy bones, and flesh ofmy
flesh: she shall be called Woman, be
cause she was taken out ofMan. There
fore shall a man leave his father and his
mother, and shall cleave unto his wife:
and they shall be one flesh."

Genesis 2:21-24

We were so happy to hear of the en
gagement of Sis. Stephanie Bahr (Bro.
Jeff and Sis. Janice) to Bro. Joel
Rinkenberger (Bro. Jim and Sis.
Jeanne) of Bluffton, IN. Bro. Joel and
Sis. Stephanie are to be married June 5
in the Apostolic Christian church on the
CVE campus in Magdalena De Kino
Sonora, Mexico, where they have both
lived and worked at our Church Out
reach Orphanage for the past five years;
Sis. Stephanie as a caregiver to four
young children, and Bro. Joel as an
overseer of work teams and mainte
nance on the CVE campus. May God
richly bless them as theyjoin their lives
in Him, and as they continue their work
for Him there in Mexico where they
plan to stay until Godwould direct them
elsewhere. Receptions for them in
BlufftonandKiowaareplannedinJuly.

We are so thankful that our five hos
pital patients (four of those who had
various types of surgery and one who
was very ill for a time) are recuperating
nicely and are able to worship with us
again. May we never fail to hold each
other up in prayer, as the Great Physi
cian knows and hears our petitions for
those we love.

Time goes by so quickly, and it is
hard to believe that our precious Staci
Stewart (Bro. Kelly and Sis. Jenny) is
graduating from high school. Staci is a
joy to our church here in Kiowa, and we
wish her all of God's love, grace and
guidance as she makes the next step in
her life.

Proverbs 3:5-6 says what we feel in
our hearts: "Trust in the Lord with all
thine heart and lean not unto thine own
understanding. In all thy ways ac
knowledge him and he shall direct thy
paths."

We extend our deepest gratitude to
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Bro. Max Reimschisel (Wichita) and his
wife, Sis. Judy, and daughter, Sis.
Schanda, for sharing a Sunday with us
recently to feed our flock from the Scrip
tures. One ofourministers was away for
a graduation and the other was recuper
ating from a knee surgery, so Bro. Max
graciously agreed to help us. Thanks so
much and God bless.

KANSAS
LAMONT-GRIDLEY
Sarah Somerhalder

During this Easter season, may we
remember our dear Lord's suffering,
death, and glorious resurrection for the
wonderful plan of salvation. Visiting
ministers for Good Friday Services and
on Easter were Bro. Cory Metzger (Sis.
Jodi, Wichita, KS) and Bro. Brandon
Emch (Sis. Maria, Kansas City, MO).
May the Lord bless them for bringing
the Word of Truth to us.

Bro. Doug and Sis. Judy Kraft are re
joicing in the arrival of their first grand
child. Tate Benjamin was born April 27
to Bro. Ben and Sis. Kasha Lanz
(Oakville, IA). Paternal grandparents
are Bro. Keith and Sis. Tonya Lanz
(Oakville, IA).

We enjoyed hosting the Kansas/Mis
souri/ColoradoYouth Fellowship on the
weekend of April 30 - May 1. This in
cluded the Sunday school teachers and
students of the sixth through eighth
grade classes. Ministering Bro. Mark
Schmidgall (Sis. Sally, Oakville, IA)
spoke to the students about the relevant
issues of our time. Bro. Brad Funk (Sis.
Laura, Garden Grove, IA) also minis
tered to us that weekend. May the Lord
bless them for their labors of love.

KANSAS, SABETHA
Carrie Grimm
Sally Strahm

Good Friday
Hill of Golgotha, place of a skull,
Grim in its mission of hate,
The worst of all criminals were taken

there
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Where lingering death was their fate.
Death on the cross! The most

dreaded words
Prisoners of old ever heard.
So cruel was the sneer and jeer of the

crowd
As the crowd so angrily cried.
Though totally innocent and loving

still,
To be whipped and crucified.
Oh! The awful pain and weight He

feels,
The cross too heavy to bear,
For it's loaded down with mankind's

sins-
Yes, all of our troubles and care.
But love has triumphed and ever will,
No grave could hold Him long,
The angels came and He arose,
Having conquered death and wrong.
This is the Savior in whom we de-

light,
To serve, to praise and to love.
He gave His all. If we do the same,
We may join His glory above.

We were thankful for the message
that God sent to us on Good Friday and
Easter Sunday. Wejoined theBerncon
gregation for GoodFriday services. Vis
itingministerspreachingtheWordthat
evening were Bro. Dale Wulf (Sis.
Becky, Lester, IA) and Bro. Tim
Lehman (Sis. Amber, Taylor, MO).

We gathered together to share in
Holy Communion onMay 7. Elder Bro.
Jim Plattner (Sis. Marlene Princeville

' 'IL) alongwith Elder Bro. John Lehman
(Sis. Connie, Bern, KS) came to assist
our Elder Bro. GerryHertzel. May God
bless you both for lendingyourselves in
the Lord's work.

Wewere privilegedto have the Elder
Agenda Committee meet April 28-29 in
our area preparing for the Fall Elder
Conference. May we continue to pray
for themas theymeet fromtimeto time.
Wednesday,April 27, wewereblessed to
have evening church services. Among
us were Elder Bro. Mark Masters (Sis.
Jeannine, Mansfield, OH), Elder Bro.
Doug Schock (Sis. Clara, Bloomfield,
IA), Elder Bro. Phillip Stettner (Sis.
Maureen, Bluffton North, IN) and El
der Bro. Tom Hoffman (Sis. Kathy,
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Roanoke, IL).
We also appreciate Bro. Ron Isch

(Sis. Jane, Lamont-Gridley) and Bro.
Greg Braker (Sis. Wendy, Lamar, MO)
ministering to us this month.

We rejoice with first-time parents,
Bro. Art and Sis. Joy Kellenberger, as
Seth Arthur was added to their family
circle onMay 15. Loving grandparents
are Bro. Paul and Sis. MarilynNenadov
(Bradford, IL) and Sis. Marian
Kellenberger (the late Bro. Eugene).

There was a potluck, singing and
presentation on Gateway Woods given
by Bro. TimSauderonSunday,May 1.

Lakeside Terrace (Home for the
Handicap) in Sabetha celebrated 20
years of service. There was a reception
at the Fellowship Center in Sabetha on
May 1. May God bless all the workers
and volunteers.

Now that spring has arrived, we
have ended our Wednesday evening
church services and have begun our ev
ery other Sunday evening church
singings. There is truly ablessingin the
singing of praises to our Lord.

Our Junior Bible Sunday School
Class traveled to Lamont-Gridley KS

' 'the weekend of April 30-May 1. May
God bless the Lamont-Gridley church
for hosting that weekend.

Our hospital patient thismonth was
Sis. Marian Kellenberger. May God
grant her healing and strength.

As we think of our mothers and fa
thers, maywetake this versetoheart.

"Honour thy father and thymother:
that thy daysmaybe longupon the land
which the Lord thy God giveth thee."

Exodus 20:12

We would like to welcome Bro.
Corbin Knoblock (Bro. Tom and Sis.
Jeri) of the Lamont-Gridley, KS, con
gregation as he will be assemblingwith
us this summer.

Note of Thanks:
Thank you for the many cards and

deeds of kindness shown to us for our
55th anniversary. Also, special thanks
to the group who delivered an Easter
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basket filled with treats.
Bro. Harvey and Sis. Arleta Wenger

KANSAS, WICHITA
Emma Miller

Sadly, we have learned that Sis.
KathleenGallatin is seriously ill andwe
have addedhernameto ourprayer list.

Youmayhaveread theWichitaentry
in the April Silver Lining. I asked for
help to find the Zion's Harp songwhich
used the word "asperse". I am happy to
tell you that seven souls sent me the in
formation I wanted. Also, a sister from
Ohio called me.

Song #198, "Our conversation is in
Heaven", verse 4, reads as follows:

Should our enemies asperse us,
Our dear Lord who loves us so,
Bids us bless e'en those who curse us
And to love our greatest foe.
He who died for our salvation
And on us hath life bestowed,
Wills that by our conversation
We should glorify our God.

Several of the sisters told me that
they set aside a time each day to read
hymns from the Zion's Harp. Usingthe
hymns as a devotional is a practice I
should start.

KENTUCKY, LEXINGTON
Barb Huber

"Grace andpeace bemultiplied unto
you through the knowledge ofGod, and
of Jesus our Lord."

II Peter 1:2

It was a privilege to partake ofHoly
Communion on Saturday evening, May
14. We appreciate the efforts ofour dear
Elder Bro. Andy Stoller (Sis. Roberta,
Smithville, OH) who has always been
faithful to serve on our behalf. We were
grateful for the assistance ofretired El
derBro. HenryDotterer (Rittman, OH)
also, in this blessed event. We thank
these dear servants ofthe Lord for their
labors oflove and pray the Lord to bless
and reward them.
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Other visiting ministers who came
to share God's Holy Word and to lend
themselves in the Lord's service were:
Elder Bro. John Lehman (Sis. Connie,
Bern, KS) and Bro. Troy Leyse (Sis.
Kathy, Bluffton, IN). We pray God will
bless them and their dear families for
their efforts to travel the many miles
and to bless our time of fellowship on
the Lord's day.

Brethren and friends who assem
bledwithuswere represented fromChi
cago and Morton, IL; Bluffton, IN;
Junction and Latty, OH. Your Chris
tian fellowship was a realjoy and bless
ing.

Again, we extend awarmwelcome to
all visitors who may be in our area or
travellingthrough. Contact Bro. Lester
Huber (859) 745-2541. Church services
are held at 3938 Becknerville Rd.,
Winchester, KY. Directions to the
churchare inthe 2010minister's book.

MEXICO, IXTLAN
Matt Gerber

"What shallwe say then? Is thereun
righteousness with God? God forbid.
For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy
on whom I will have mercy, and I will
have compassion on whom I will have
compassion."

Romans 9:14-15

In late April, Bro. Lalo Ugalde's
wife, Sis. Silvia, and their youngest
child, Andres, were in a serious automo
bile accident ontheway fromQueretaro
to Ixtlan. Andres was thrown out ofthe
rolling vehicle and landed on the high
way. Miraculously, God spared his life.
Both mother and son were hospitalized
but released after a few days. Despite
the injuries and the total loss ofthe fam
ily's only vehicle, Bro. Lalo expressed
his gratitude towardGodforHismercy.
He also shared a passage from the book
of Jonah through which God had spo
ken to him after the accident. "Some
times, like Jonah, we are sleeping
instead ofdoingwhat God has called us
to do, and God has to send difficulty to
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wake us up."
The church shares the sorrow ofSis.

Luz Brenes in the sudden death of her
son, Gonzalo AviZa. He left behind a
wife and four young children. Please
pray for the AviZa family during this
difficult time.

Bro. Loren Schrenk (St. Louis) and
thehelpers on the eye teamexperienced
God's grace as theweekofeye surgeries
wentvery successfully andmanypeople
were helped. Their goodwork helps the
testimony ofthe church in Ixtlan and is
a positive witness of God's love to the
community.

MICHIGAN, ALTO
Listyn Oesch

Melissa Blough

"Andas theywere eating, Jesus took
bread, and blessed it, and brake it, and
gave it to the disciples, and said, Take,
eat; this is my body."

Matthew 26:26

Wewereblessedwith thepresenceof
Elder Bro. Mike Leman and his wife,
Sis. Deb, Denver, CO) for our yearly
Holy Communion. We thank them for
traveling so far to remember and wor
ship with us.

Our congregation would like towel
come Sis. Moonlight Szabo, originally
fromBay City, toAlto. Weareblessed to
have her assembling with us.

"Blessed are they that mourn: for
they shall be comforted."

Matthew 5:4

Prayers of comfort are lifted for our
dear Bro. Wally Gerst (Donna) at the
passing ofhis brother. Bro. Steve Gerst
(Sis. Bonnie, Goodfield, IL) went to be
with his Saviour this month. Thehearts
of family and friends ache at this part
ing, yet we have hope of seeing him
again in eternity.

Withmuchjoy and thankfulness our
congregation witnessed the union of
two hearts in the Lord. Some months
back, Bro. Brett Messner (Bro. Dean
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and Sis. Wanda, Winthrop MN) felt the
Lord's leading to ask for Sis. Becky
Baumann (Bro. Mike and Sis. Lily). On
May 8 their vows were exchanged.
Manyministering brothersjoined us in
service for the weekend. We are thank
ful to each ofthemand their families for
their love and service. The brothers in
cluded: Bro. DuaneMetzger (Sis. Ruth,
West Bend, IA), Bro. Tim Gerber (Sis.
Wendy, Mansfield, OH), Bro. Fred
Domka (Sis. Connie, Mansfield, OH),
Bro. DeanSteffen (Sis. Carol, Belvidere,
IL), and Bro. Dean Messner (Sis.
Wanda, Winthrop, MN).

MICHIGAN, BAY CITY
Sarah Knochel

Janelle Ramseyer
Elder Bro. Duane Rocke (Sis.

Bonnie, Minneapolis, MN) assisted our
ElderBro.JohnJackson in servingHoly
Communion to our congregation on
May 15. We are thankful for the service
each of these brothers provided to our
congregation. Bro. Ned Stoller (Sis.
Heidi, Alto, MI) also visited our congre
gationon arecentWednesdayevening.

Our thoughts and prayers are with
Stacy and Sis. Marcie Cowan in the
passing of Stacy's father, Bryan. We
trust that God will be with their family
in the coming days. Bro. Robert
Knochel, Sis. Lois Wieland and Sis.
Nina Wieland are also mourning the
loss of their sister, Sis. Arlene Belsley
(Detroit, MI).

We also want to remember Bro. Jim
Ramseyer (Sis. Marlene) ashehas spent
time in the hospital recently. Our
prayer is that Godwouldheal all accord
ing to His will.

We also want to remember Sis. Nina
Wieland as she has relocated to
Woodhaven of Livonia for a period of
time.

"Rejoice in the Lord alway: and
again I say, Rejoice."

Philippians 4:4
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MICHIGAN, DETROIT
Kay Rauhe

Manuela Denes

"And as they did eat, Jesus took
bread, and blessed, and brake it, and
gave to them, and said, Take, eat: this is
mybody. Andhe tookthe cup, andwhen
he had given thanks, he gave it to them:
and they all drank of it."

Mark 14:22-23

What a beautiful evening it was
whenwe gathered together to take part
in the Lord's Supper. There is always
such a blessing when we take time to
ponder over the sacrifice and love our
Saviour had forus! Wewere thankful to
have Elder Bro. Tom Waldbeser (Sis.
Susan, Atlanta, GA) to assist our Elder
Bro. Mark Bahr with this very impor
tant work.

A special note of thanks goes out to
thoseministeringbrotherswho came to
visit us in Detroit to share the Word.
Bro. DanKoch (Sis. Julie, Tremont, IL),
Bro. Howard Plattner (Sis. Kristen,
Alto, MI), ElderBro. JohnJackson, who
gave a sermon at ourWoodhaven nurs
ing home and Bro. Glenn Ruegsegger,
Jr. who assisted him and are both from
BayCity, MI. May the Lord richly bless
you foryour timeand love-please come
again!

It is always exciting for a small
church such asDetroitwhennewpeople
come to live here. We heartily welcome
fouryoungmenwhowill be living in the
house that can be found right next door
to our church. Bro. Jason Koch (Bro.
Dan and Sis. Julie, Tremont, IL) is here
doing graduate work at the University
ofMichigan; Bro. NedTroxel (Bro. Tom
and Sis. LuAnn, LaCrosse, IN) has ac
cepted employment with Chrysler; Bro.
Matthew Gerber (Bro. Gene and Sis.
Becky, Bluffton, IN) andNickSchlatter
(Bro. Jay and Sis. Carola, Bay City, MI)
are both here for summer jobs. May
your timewith us inDetroit be a time of
growth and success!

We said goodbye to a dear Sister this
month. The Lord took Sis. Arlene
Belsley to be home with Him. She was
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loved byus all andwewillmiss her! She
leaves behind many dear family mem
bers, especially her children: daugh
ters, Barb (Dave) Bayne, Marsha
(Walter) Henscke, Janice (Dave) Barta,
and sons, Dale (Wendy) BelsleyandKen
Belsley, along with many beloved
grandchildren and great-grandchil
dren.

Sis. Suzanne, Sis. Anna and Pauline
Sabados want to thank all for the cards,
thoughts, and prayers that came to
them before and after the passing of
their brother Joseph. Such a small
thing as a card or a phone call, come to
mean so much when we lose someone
who is precious to us! May God keep
them all in His precious care.

We're thankful that Bro. Leonard
Hitz came through hip replacement
surgery successfully. We pray that God
continues His healing mercies to Bro.
Leonard and others who are dealing
with sickness and health concerns.

Sis. Barb Johnsonwanted to share a
note of thanks with everyone:

"I wish to express my heartfelt
thanksgiving to all who have remem
beredus inprayers, cardsandmanyacts
ofkindness sincemydiagnosis ofcancer
last fall. Godhasbeenverygracious and
good to us throughout these months of
chemotherapy. I am doing well overall
and the cancer markers are coming
down. I will remain on chemotherapy
for most likely another six months.
Thanks again to everyone for the love
and support from around the world.
May God reward each of you abun
dantly as you have so generously and
graciously given on our behalf."

Barb and Kyra Johnson

And, once more we in Detroit would
like to take this opportunity to invite
one and all for our Annual Choir Bene
fit:

Ifyou haveneverbeen to theDetroit
church, please consider the following
your personal invitation to come and
visit us. If you have been here before
and would like to return, the invitation
is especially for you, too! Everyone is
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warmly welcomed and personally in
vited to be part ofthe Detroit Church's
23rd Annual Choir Benefit. Following
last year's popular format, the dinner
willbe at 5:00 p.m. onSaturday, July 16,
followed by a 7:00 p.m. choral program
all takingplace at the church. The invi
tation is for the entire weekend and
overnight accommodations are being
coordinatedbyBro. ScottandSis.Jamie
Bahr (734) 513-5907 or spbahr@ya
hoo.com. Please RSVP for meal plan
ningpurposes toBro. Scott or Sis. Jamie
bythe4thofJuly. ComeandglorifyGod
with us!

MINNESOTA
MINNEAPOLIS
Tim McMillan

We started the month reading
Ezekiel Ch. 25 and lCor. 3. God struck
down the Ammonites because they
mocked Him and His people Israel.
lCor 3:17 "Ifanyman defile the temple
of God, him shall God destroy; for the
temple ofGod is Holy, which temple ye
are." Notonlywe as individuals arepart
of the body of Christ (the temple of
God), but the church as a whole is as
well. Whenwebringsomethinginto our
lives and/or our church, do we first ask,
"will this defile the temple"? There is
no place in the temple (body) forworldly
ways or traditions ofmen. Lestwe stray
too far, ask ourselves where are the
Ammonites? God has made clear what
He will do to those who mock Him.

We are thankful that there are no
tragedies or disasters in our congrega
tion this month. The many tornadoes
throughout the country and here in
Minnesota are a reminder ofWho is
truly in charge. We pray for those who
have lostmuch this season and hope for
clearer skies.

As the summer months approach,
we are hopeful that many brethren will
visit our congregation on their way up
north. These visits are always uplifting
for us andwe hope for thosewho visit as
well.

We are saddenedthat Bro. Perryand
Sis. Carol Virkler are preparing to leave
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for Illinois. Ifwe were to have our way,
we would want them to stay for many
more years, but the Lord knows what is
best, and we pray the best for them.

Renew my will from day to day;
blend it with thine;
and take away all now that makes it

hard to say,
"Thy will be done".

Gospel Hymns #229, vs. 4

MINNESOTA, MORRIS
Kim Feuchtenberger

Susie Wulf
Wewere thankful for visitingminis

tering Bro. Kent Getz (Elgin, IA) as he
spent a Sundaywithus. Also Elder Bro.
Andy Stoller (Smithville, OH) and El
der Bro. Bill Schlatter (Junction, OH)
visitedus onaWednesdayevening. May
each minister and Elder feel the sword
ofthe Spirit as they instruct God's chil
dren on the pathway of duty.

We would like to welcome Bro.
Derek and Sis. Annie Knapp and their
daughter Kelsey to our congregation.
They have relocated from West Bend,
IA.

The wedding of Bro. Kyle
Feuchtenberger (Bro. Ken and Sis.
Sally, Morris, MN) andSis. RachelMar
tin (Bro. Craig and Sis. Marilyn) ofEu
reka, IL, took place onMay 15. May the
Lord's blessings be upon this couple.

The engagement of Bro. Ken
Messner (Bro. Sid and Sis. Cheryl) and
Sis. Mindy Braker (Bro. Jerry and Sis.
Carol) of Lamar, MO, was announced.
Maythis couple feel God's nearness and
blessings in the days to come.

April 21 brought the arrival ofZeke
Thomas Furrer. WelcomingZeke home
are parents, Bro. Ben and Sis. Kristi,
and siblings: Ted, Stacey and Jerry, Jr.
Grandparents are Bro. Thomas andSis.
Jill Furrer and Bro. Dennis and Sis.
Shirley Kellenberger (Lester, IA).

On May 14, Bro. Taylor and Sis.
Tanya Gramm welcomed their first
child, Kyria Rose. Grandparents are
Bro. Tim and Sis. Gwen Gramm and
Bro. Arnie and Sis. MyraWulf (Lester,
IA).
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Our prayers are with Bro. Kenny
and Sis. Sally Feuchtenberger as Bro.
Kenny has been diagnosed with colon
cancer. May they feel the strength of
God as they take all their cares and con
cerns to Him.

What a friend we have in Jesus,
all our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry
everything to God in prayer...

Hymns ofZion #161

MINNESOTA
MORRIS NORTH
Wanda Gramm
Lois Schmidgall

"For ye shall go out with joy and be
led forth with peace; The mountains
and the hills shall break forth before
you into singing, and all the trees ofthe
field shall clap their hands."

Isaiah 55:12

Weareenteringinto such abeautiful
timeandseason....Springishere! Atime
of resurrection, rebirth and renewing;
couldn't help but think of the verse in
Isaiah. Doesn't it just seem that the
mountains are singingand the trees are
clapping their hands? Living for Christ
can bring this joy to our hearts.

We have been so blessed this month
again. Our church enjoyed our Easter
breakfast, a beautiful time together re
membering the resurrection of our
Lord. Itjust seemed that the songs that
our children and other groups sang
were so very beautiful and touching.
Can we realize howmuch Christ did for
us?

Our appreciation to the Brothers
and their wives for coming to share
God's Word with us. Ministering to us
this month were Bro. Clint Schmidt
(Sis. Magdalena, Winthrop, MN), Bro.
DaleWulf (Sis. Becky, Lester, IA), Bro.
KenHoerr (Sis. Darlene, Peoria, IL), El
der Bro. Earl Ringger (Sis. Dixie,
Gridley, IL), Bro. Galen Rokey (Sis.
Nancy, Bern, KS), our Elder Bro. Paul
Messner (Winthrop, MN), Elder Bro.
Andy Stoller (Smithville, OH), and El-
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der Bro. Bill Schlatter (Junction, OH).
MayGodrichlyblessyouforyour labors
of love.

MarkandBeckyReutter' shomewas
blessed with a little bundle of joy.
Madalynn Marie is welcomed by her
parents and sisters, Blaire and Cassidy.
Grandparents are Bro. Jim and Sis.
Carolyn Reutter (Morris) and Dan and
MaryJo Damman.

Our hearts are saddened to hear of
Bro. Brad Gramm's passing. Bro. Brad
has many aunts, uncles and cousins
from our church. Our love and prayers
continue to lift his family up.

We thank Elder Bro. Earl Ringger
for sharingwith us a topical Bible study
on Prophesy and the end times. Just
seems that there is so much going on
around us that we just can't help but
look up for we feel that our redemption
times does draw nigh.

On May 7, Bro. Ken Hoerr (Sis.
Darlene, Peoria, IL) joined us for a pot
lucksupper and in the eveningBro. Ken
gave of himselfwith a Biblical Topical
Study.

We can't express how much we
thirst for the Word, and how much we
appreciate it when you Brothers take
time out ofyour schedule to shareGod's
Word with us.

Our hospital patients this month
were: Sis. Victoria Stoll and Sis. Pearl
Moser. We are thankful that they are
feeling better and are back with us.

We have enjoyed company visiting
us from various of our churches. This
month we had visitors from Lester, IA;
Washington, IL; Gridley, IL; Morris,
MN; Winthrop, MN; Peoria, IL; Phoe
nix, AZ; Smithville, OH; and Junction,
OH. Thank you for spending time with
us and we just extend a warm welcome
to anyone travelingthrough our area or
are planning to vacation.

Elder Bros. Paul Messner, Bill
Schlatter andAndyStollerwerewithus
midweekofthisweek. It has been a cou
ple ofmonths ago thatwewere asked to
seekGod's directionas our little congre
gation grows, as to whether or not this
was the time to seek out a minister. We
are thankful that God has revealed to
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the church twoBrothers to fill this posi
tion. Ordainedasministers for ourMor
ris North church were Bro. Dale
Zeltwanger (Sis. Rachel) and Bro. Doug
Moser (Sis. Dawn). We hope these
Brothers and their families can feel our
love and prayers, and can look to Godas
they will begin this new duty.

MINNESOTA, WINTHROP
Lindsay Schmidt
Heather Steiner

For nothing good have I
Whereby Thy grace to claim-
I'll wash my garments white
In the blood of Calvary's Lamb.
Jesus, paid it all,
All to Him I owe;
Sin, had left a crimson stain:
He washed it white as snow.

Gospel Hymns #588, vs. 3

The Easter season is a very special
time ofyear as we consider especially
closely the love ofJesus asHe gaveHim
selfforus. TheweekendafterEasterwe
gathered to remember our Lord's body
and blood in Holy Communion. Elder
Bro. EarlRingger (Gridley, IL) washere
to serve the Lord's Supper, along with
ourBro. PaulMessner. Later in the spe
cial weekend, Bro. Earl gave us a pre
sentation explaining how prophesy is
being fulfilled now in the end times.
Considering the topic made us very so
bered, excited, or fearful, depending on
the state of each heart.

"And, behold, I am with thee, and will
keep thee in all places whither thou
goest ... "

Genesis 28: 15

We welcome Peggy Snyders to our
congregation as she recently moved
here from Lester, IA. We enjoy having
her gather with us!

Now thank we all our God
With heart, and hands and voices,
Who wondrous thing has done,
In whom the world rejoices,
Who from our mother's arms
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Has blessed us on our way
With countless gifts of love,
And still is ours today.

Zion's Harp #236, vs. 1

Mothers are very special to each of
us. Whether our mother is young, old,
orpassedon, we caneach oneremember
all our mother has done for us and the
example ofher life. We honor ourmoth
ers each year on Mother's Day, but in
deed their impact on our lives is an
honor every day!

The union of our hearts
Shall stand through grace in Jesus;
We walk the path of life,
While cheer and trust increases.
Where God in truth abides,
Where two join hand and heart,
We find a threefold cord,
Not lightly rent apart.
Zion's Harp #79, vs. 6

Our congratulations are extended to
Bro. Brett and Sis. Rebecca (Baumann)
Messner as theyjoined hands and heart
on May 9 in Alto, MI. We welcome Sis.
Rebecca to Winthrop! May God bless
their marriage.

MISSOURI, LAMAR
Venetta Banwart
Rebecca Dotterer

OnMay8, theengagementofourSis.
Mindy Braker (Bro. Jerry and Sis.
Carol) to Bro. Ken Messner (Bro. Sid
and Sis. Cheryl) from the Morris con
gregation was made known. We wish
them God's richest blessings as they
seekto followHis leadingintheir lives.

Melinda Luthi (Bro. Leon and Sis.
Teresa) graduates fromhigh school this
spring, and we wish her the Lord's
blessings as she begins a new phase in
her life.

MISSOURI, ST. LOUIS
Kary Mangers

We welcome Bro. Curt and Sis.
Larisa Wettstein and their daughter,
Isabella, to our congregation. We wish
them God's blessings in their new ven-
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ture that brings them to our congrega
tion for a time.

We are thankful for the Lord's pro
tectionthroughtherecent storms inthe
St. Louis area. We had physical damage
but no loss oflife. Our prayers go out to
the areaswhere liveswere lost andgreat
damage took place. We are so thankful
that God is right there in the middle of
the storms of life being a constant
source of love, comfort, and peace for
those who know Him. We also pray for
the Christian witnesses that will be
present duringthe reliefwork in the af
termath of these disaster areas.

Our prayers continue to go out to
Bro. Loren and Sis. Betsy Schrenk and
the family as they grieve the death of
Loren'sbrother,Wayne, ofthePhoenix,
AZ, area.

We thank the many visiting minis
terswehad this pastmonth. Bro. James
Knapp (Sis. Lisa) from Congerville
along with a few families came at the
endofAprilfortheirrotation. Bro. Greg
Rassi (Sis. Carla) from Chicago shared
Mother's Day with us. Elder Bro.
Wayne Banwart (Sis. Charlen) from
Champaign and Bro. Scott Wegman
(Sis. Dawn) from Taylor added support
to our Wednesday night services. We
appreciate each of them serving the
Lord from the pulpit and for the fellow
ship we enjoyed with them and their
families.

Again we pray for those in the midst
ofthe storms oflife. Mayeach ofus keep
our eyes focusedonthePrinceofPeace.

MISSOURI, TAYLOR
Melissa Reiman

HappyFather'sDay! Make sure that
this Father's Day we remember to
thank our fathers for all the love that
they have given us. How blessed we are
tohave fathers thatarewillingto loveus
and take care ofus! Best ofall, we have a
Heavenly Father that loves us most of
all! He is willing to take us into His lov
ing arms and care for us even when we
don't deserve it!

We would like to thank Bro. Jaye
Rinkenberger (Sis. Peggy, Goodfield,
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IL) and Bro. Lenny Meyer (Sis. Char
lotte, Chicago, IL). Thank you for your
willingness to come to Taylor and teach
our church Christ'sWord through Bible
Study! Bro. Jaye talked about how we,
as Christians, need to follow something
that he called the "Death Principle".
Don't worry, it is not as scary as it
seems. The Death Principle was about
how we need to die to our old selves and
awaken unto our new selves as
born-again Christians. Bro. Jaye talked
about how in Romans 6: 6 it says "Know
ing this, that our old man is crucified
with him, that the body of sin might be
destroyed, that henceforth we should
not serve sin." This means that after we
repent and give our lives to Jesus, then
we are born to serve Him and not to
serve sin!

Congratulations to all of our gradu
ates! It is such a scary and exciting time
for both the graduates and their par
ents. We hope that whatever your fu
ture goals are that you will not lose
track ofthe Lord Jesus Christ that gave
you the opportunities that you have to
day. Our prayers go out to the 2011
graduates: Garrett Yackley, Destiny
Kuntz, Madison Haerr, Bro. Dallas
Haerr, and Annalynn Knochel.

We rejoice with Bro. Reed Yackley
and his family with his engagement to
Sis. Bethany Witzig (Gridley, IL). We
wish the best of God's richest blessings
for both of you during your engage
ment!

All the angels sing at the news that
Cole Sutter has found peace in his heart
with God and that he is looking forward
to sharing his testimony with the
church!

Hospital patients this past month
include Bro. Eric Knochel and Sis. Judy
Huber.

NEWYORK
CROGHAN-NAUMBURG

Hope Graves
Our church enjoyed listening to the

children present their Easter Program
on April 24. It was such a blessing for us
to hear each voice as they shared recita-
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tions and songs regarding Jesus' death
and resurrection. Our prayer is that
what they have learned in Sunday
School may stay with them and influ
ence them as they make decisions and
grow into adulthood. How amazing that
the Lord would have died to save just
one child!

Our blessed Saviour hung on the
cross

To save us all from eternal loss.
He shed His precious blood
Then arose to save,
Your soul and my soul
His life He gave.

The Children's Harp #113, vs. 3

We were thankful for the many
hands who made light work for our an
nual church cleaning on Monday eve
ning, May 2. What a blessing it is to be
able to maintain God's church building
here in Croghan. May we spend much
more time maintaining our hearts,
minds, souls and bodies for Him.

OHIO,AKRON
Erika Gal

"Seek ye the Lord while he may be
found, call ye upon him while he is near:
Let the wicked forsake his way, and the
unrighteous man his thoughts: and let
him return unto the Lord, and he will
have mercy upon him; and to our God,
for he will abundantly pardon."

Isaiah 55:6- 7

We are so thankful for another
young person who is seeking his soul's
salvation. Our prayers are with Trent
Gasser. His parents are Bro. Roger and
Sis. Sue Gasser from Junction.

This month our best wishes go to our
four high school graduates. They are
Brianna Palitto (Bro. Bryon and Sis.
Lisa), Amanda Steidl (Bro. Don and Sis.
Nan), Matthew Gal (Bro. Roger and Sis.
Judy), and David Ordogh (Bro. Peter
and Sis. Elvira). We certainly wish each
one the Lord's blessings and guidance
in the future.

We are very thankful for our visiting
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ministers this month. Elder Bro.
Marvin Dotterer (Sis. Nancy) from For
rest was with us to help serve Holy Com
munion. We had a blessed evening and
appreciated his services on Sunday as
well. We are also thankful for the labors
of Bro. Ted Luginbuhl (Sis. Stephanie,
Smithville) who spent a Sundaywith us.

Our thoughts and prayers are with
our dear Bro. Don (Sis. Carol) Gasser
who had surgery this month. We pray
that the Lord will provide strength and
healing according to His will.

OHIO, COLUMBUS
Esther Saurer

This month Columbus was thankful
to have multiple visitingministers with
us both during the week and then some
on the weekends. Those who visited
were: Bro. Fred and Sis. Connie Domka
(Mansfield, OH), Bro. Jessie and Sis.
Bonnie Bedolla (Detroit, MI),Bro. Bob
and Sis. Rhonda Knochel (Bay City,
MI), Bro. Curtis and Sis. Caroline
Kauffman (Tucson, AZ), and Bro. Tom
and Sis. Connie Schambach (Elgin, IL).

We also had a very blessed evening as
we were able to share Holy Communion
servedby Elder Bro. Duane Rocke (Min
neapolis, MN), and Elder Bro. Mark
Masters (Sis. Jeanine,Mansfield, OH).

OHIO, JUNCTION
Vicki Boroff

Our congregation was blessed with
two new babies recently. Weston Gage
was born on May 10 to Bro. Scott and
Sis. Sara Manz. Grandparents are Bro.
Don and Sis. Connie Manz and Bro. Bill
and Sis. Miriam Brake (Sardis). On
June 3, Hudson James was born to Bro.
Wendell and Sis. Kari Spangler. Hud
son's grandparents are Bro. James and
Sis. Carolyn Spangler and Bro. Les and
Sis. Karen Manz.

We were thankful to have Bro. Bill
Brake (Sis. Miriam, Sardis) share the
gospel with us this month.

Our high school graduates this year
are: Aaron Manz (Sis. VerginiaManz);
Jessica Manz (Sis. VerginiaManz); Sis.
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Hannah Schrenk (Bro. Steve and Sis.
Linda); and April Manz (Bro. Ken and
Sis. Gwen). We wish them the best as
they move into the next phase of their
life.

OHIO,LATTY
Carmen Eisenmann

Mindy Stoller
Greetings oflove to all! Godhasbeen

faithful through anothermonth andwe
are so thankful for that. It was a joy to
celebrate Easter and the Lord's resur
rection recently. May we never take for
granted the gift of His shed blood.

The weekend ofMay 14-15, we wit
nessed the testimonies and baptisms of
three dear souls: Calvin andNolanSinn
(Bro. Todd and Sis. Janet), andMallory
Rosswurm (Bro. Bruce and Sis. Amy).
Elder Bro. Kent Heimer (Sis. Jan, Tay
lor, MO) was here to assist in that. The
weekend was a blessing and an encour
agement to all. We wish to thank Bro.
Kent and Sis. Jan for making the effort
to visit us and help out with the week
end.

There were many visitingministers
that served our congregation this past
month. Bro. Nelson Beer (Sis. Minnie,
Milford, IN), Bro. Warren Schlatter
(Sis. Cindy, Junction, OH), Bro. Ron
Isch (Sis. Jane, Lamont-Gridley, KS),
and Bro. Walt Rager (Sis. Sharon, To
ledo, OH) gave of themselves to us and
we extend our thanks to them.

Sis. Dolores Grant (Bro. Tom) and
Sis. VickieLaukhuf(Bro. Bruce) hadre
cent hospitalizations. May God bless
their recovery and grant His peace to
them.

"And they that know thy name will
put their trust in thee: for thou, LORD,
hastnot forsakenthemthat seekthee."

Psalm 9:10

OHIO, MANSFIELD
Tami Griffey

"In all thy ways acknowledge Him,
and He shall direct thy paths."
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Proverbs 3:6

Sis. OliviaRamsey (Bro. Edwardand
Sis. Laura), and Bro. Daniel Zollinger
(Bro. John and Sis. Marjorie,
Smithville, OH) have been guided and
directed by God to each other. We pray
Godwillbless their engagementandup
coming marriage.

We rejoice withAshley Gabor (Scott
and Lori) who was married to Anthony
Schriner on April 30. We pray God's
blessing's upon their lives together.

A graduation breakfast was held
May 15. Our graduates include: An
thony Baumann (Bro. David and Sis.
Lucy), Marjorie Dawson (Bro. Ed and
Sis. Judy), James Dotterer (Bro.
Gaylord and Sis. Betty), Quinton Foss
(Rick and Sis. Susan), and Dayne
Sauder (Gary andVicki). We hope they
feel our love, prayers, and most impor
tantly, God's guidance as they make
plans for their future.

Hospitalized loved ones over the last
month include: Sis. Lydia Chant (Bro.
Jacob), Sis. Marcella and Bro. Charles
Sauder, Bro. Mike Baumann (Sis.
Florina), and Sis. Lucy Baumann (Bro.
David). We pray our Heavenly Father
will comfort and heal each one accord
ing to His will.

Visiting ministering Bro. Chad
Leman (Sis. Kim; Kitchener, Ontario,
Canada) shared worship services with
us recently and we thank him for lend
inghimselfinGod'sworkandhis travel
ing efforts.

OHIO, RITTMAN
Jenny Rupp
Marge Stoller

"Foras often asyeeat this bread, and
drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's
death till he come."

I Cor. 11:26

It was good for our congregation to
remember Jesus' death and suffering
April 16, as we shared Holy Commu
nion. Elder Bro. Jay Luthi
(Lamont-Gridley, KS) and Elder Bro.
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Andy Stoller (Smithville, OH) assisted
our own Elder Bro. Merle Hartzler in
this important work.

Our hearts rejoiced on the weekend
ofApril 30 -May 1 as we witnessed the
testimonies and baptisms ofthree dear
souls. We welcome into the fold Bro.
Brant(Bro. Dale andJanet) andSis. Tif
fany Gasser, and Sis. Belinda Zollinger
(Bro. Norman and Sis. Betty). May they
cherishGod's preciousgiftofsalvation.

Bro. Nathan Steiner and Sis. Lynn
Stoller exchanged wedding vows on
May 8. Thankful parents are Bro. Jim
and Sis. Sara Steiner and Bro. Jeff and
Sis. Millie Stoller (Smithville, OH). We
hope that Sis. Lynn feels loved andwel
comed to our congregation. Then on
May 14, Kevin Steele and Kathleen
Pusztai were wed. Their parents are
Bro. Ken and Sis. Martha Steele and
Tibor and Sofia Pusztai. We wish the
new couples God's blessings in their
lives as they establish new homes.

Haste and seek your soul's salvation;
Heed the Word of God today!
Zion's Harp #52

We rejoice that we have three new
loved ones that have made known their
desire to follow the Lord and seek their
soul's salvation. They include Andrea
Gasser (Bro. Mark and Sis. Jill), Mollie
Hanzie (Tim and Sis. Kimberly) and
Trinda Hartzler (Bro. Tom and Sis. Di
ane). May they feel an abundance of
God's grace.

The engagement ofBro. Joel Landis
(Bro. Harvey and Stephanie,
Smithville, OH) and Sis. Roxanne
Gerber (Bro. Joe and Sis. Ann) was
made known May 15. May God bless
them as they make plans to begin their
life together as one in the Lord.

Several from our congregation will
be graduating from high school soon:
Sis. Anna Bauman and Sis. Laura
Bauman (twins), Brandon Bauman,
Eric Beery, Jill Dotterer, Kevin
Dotterer, Matthew Gasser, Abby
Hanzie, Anna Hartzler, Trenton
Hartzler, Bro. Kyle Keiper, Blake
Maibach, Jacob Riggenbach, Logan
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Rufener, Patrick Rufener, Todd Rupp,
Hannah Steiner, Sis. Lois Steiner, Jay
Stewart, KierstenStoller, NeilWidmer,
and Bro. Chad Zollinger. We pray that
each one ofthese graduates will look to
God to guide their future. Our young
people are such a blessing to us.

Visiting Elders this month include
ElderBros. Ed Schwartz (Bluffton, IN),
Bill Schlatter (Junction, OH), Kevin
Ryan (Rockville, CT) and Ken
Indermuhle (Sis. Linda, Sardis, OH).
Also serving us was Bro. Dana
Indermuhle (Sis. Joy, Sardis, OH) and
Bro. Curtis Kaufman (Sis. Caroline,
Tucson, AZ). We are thankful for will
ing servants and pray God will richly
bless each one.

Note ofThanks:
I would like to thank all ofyou who

rememberedme onmy 90thbirthday. I
was trulyoverwhelmedbyyour loveand
kindness. May God bless you for your
thoughtfulness and love shown me.

Sis. Ruth Ingold

OHIO, SMITHVILLE
Lydia Dotterer
Gina Brake

"For this cause shall aman leave his
father and mother, and shall be joined
unto his wife, and they two shall be one
flesh."

Eph. 5:21

The engagement of Bro. Dan
Zollinger to Sis. Olivia Ramsey
(Mansfield) was announced onApril 24.
Bro. Dan's parents are Bro. John and
Sis. Marge Zollinger. OnMay 15 the en
gagement of Bro. Joel Landis (Bro.
Harvey and Steph) to Sis. Roxanne
Gerber (Rittman) was announced. May
8 was the wedding day of Sis. Lynn
Stoller (Bro. Jeff and Sis. Millie) and
Bro. Nathan Steiner (Rittman). We
pray for God's blessings upon each of
these couples.

Bro. Steve and Sis. Jollene Hofacre
welcomedtwonewgranddaughters this
month. Levanah Aviv was born to Bob
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and Stephanie Sax on April 17. Her sib
lings are Sarah, Hadassah, Zipporah,
and Reuven. Alen Mae was born on
April 27 to Shawn and Jenny Frazier
andjoins siblings, BethanyandCollin.

We were thankful to hear the testi
mony and to witness the baptism of
Dana Riggenbach on May 4. We wish
himmuch grace as he seeks to faithfully
serve God. Elder Bros. Ken lndermuhle
(Sis. Linda, Sardis) and Merle Hartzler
(Sis. Bonnie, Rittman) assisted that eve
ning.

Bro. Jacob Kuntz (Sis. Brooke,
Croghan-Naumburg) also served us on
the pulpit this month. We appreciate his
willingnessto serveand speakthe truth.

Hospital patients this month were
Sis. Luanna Dotterer (Bro. Dave),
Sophia Lusk (Mike and Terry), and
Caden Bauman (Bro. Jon and Sis. Ka
ren). We pray for God's healing upon
each of them.

OHIO, TOLEDO
Deanna Manz

Teresa Rywalski
Bringing God's Word to us this

month was Bro. John Steiner (Sis.
Carol, Oakville). We trust that God will
blesshimforhiswillingness to serveus.
A special thank you to all the willing
hands who helped with the outside
cleaning of the church and yard.

"I charge thee thereforebeforeGod, and
the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge
the quick and the dead at his appearing
and his kingdom; Preach the word; be
instant in season, out of season: re
prove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuf
fering and doctrine."

II Timothy 4:1-2

After much prayer, we have chosen a
new minister. Bro. Matt Manz (Sis.
Deanna) has been chosen. Our Elder
Bro. Bill Schlatter (Sis. Emily, Junc
tion) and Elder Bro. MarkMasters (Sis.
Jeannine, Mansfield) were here to do
this important work. Not onlywas Bro.
Matt giventhe charge as tohis duties to
ward the church, we as a congregation
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werealso given a charge as to ourduties.
May Bro. Matt, Sis. Deanna, Troy and
Lanae feel our love and prayers as they
begin this new walk in life.

OREGON, PORTLAND
Rebekah Jones

Our visiting ministers this month
were Bro. Chris Kuenzi (Sis. Mary,
Silverton) and Elder Bro. Peter
Petrovic (Sis. Marian, San Diego). We
were thankful for their willing service.
Elder Bro. Peter Petrovic shared the
service on Good Friday and we were
richly reminded of the suffering that
Christ so willingly endured. He re
minded us that we were Barabbas, re
leased from prison because of Christ's
willingness to die in our stead. The
Sunday School classes also shared the
Easter storythrough songsandverses.

OREGON, SILVERTON
Kris Luthi
Deb Roth

"Therefore being justified by faith,
we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ."

Romans 5:1

Christina Sinn (Bro. Don and Sis.
Linda) has professed peace with God.
We rejoice with her and look forward to
hearingher testimony ofwhat the Lord
has done for her.

We have two newbirths to announce
in our congregation: Brian and Sis.
Amanda Dietrich welcome Nathaniel
Donald, along with siblings, Johanna,
Jennifer, Gabriel and Jocelyn. Grand
parents are Bro. Don and Sis. Linda
Sinn, and Bro. Jim and Sis. Joan
Dietrich. Also excited for ababy sister is
EmmettDietrich; MaryMarie has come
to join the home of Bro. Rick and Sis.
Laura Dietrich. Thankful for her ar
rival are grandparents, Bro. Jim and
Sis. Joan Dietrich and Dan and Tanya
Herberger. We wish both families the
Lord's guidance as they raise their little
ones.

We had an uplifting weekend May
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14-15 as we welcomed five new souls
into the family ofGod.Weheard the tes
timonies and witnessed the baptisms of
Bros. CameronSinn (Bro. MarkandSis.
Elsie), Jordan Sinn (Bro. Dean and Sis.
Heidi) and Nelson Sinn (Bro. Tom and
Sis. Edith) and Bro. Scott and Sis.
Bethany Zollinger (Bro. Ed and Sis.
Shirley Zollinger and Bro. Wayne and
Sis. Linda Edelman, Bern, KS). Many
thanks go to Elder Bro. John Lehman
(Sis. Connie, Bern, KS) and Elder Bro.
Art Metz (Sis. Betty, Portland) for
spending the weekend with us. It is so
encouraging to see souls still seeking
the Lord and we pray that many more
will answer God's call before it is too
late.

Our Sunday School students pre
sented to us the story ofChrist dyingon
the cross and rising again to redeem us
from our sins. A lot ofhardwork is done
by teachers, parents and students for
this and we thank them all. We also
thank Elder Bro. Peter Petrovic ( Sis.
Marian, San Diego, CA) forministering
to us on Easter weekend.

PENNSYLVANIA
PHILADELPHIA
Emily Wiegand

"Blessed be the God and Father of
our LordJesus Christ, which according
to His abundant mercy hath begotten
us againunto a lively hope by the resur
rectionofJesusChrist fromthe dead."

I Peter 1:3

This past Easter has brought us
many wonderful reminders of the love
andmercy ofour Lord Jesus Christ. We
were thankful to have the opportunity
to assemble for Good Friday services,
where we were brought back to Cal
vary's hill and retold of the atoning
blood of our beloved Savior that was
shed for our sins. Then, on Easter
Sunday, thewonderful story ofChrist's
rising from the grave was brought to us
by our Sunday School children through
song worship, telling of the Resurrec
tion. We were also blessed by their ser-
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vice, as they prepared a breakfast for
the Church.

Wewere also thankful for the efforts
of Elder Bro. Kevin Ryan (Rockville,
CT) and his wife, Sis. Cheryl, as they
were with us for Holy Communion. It
was a blessing for us all, as we were re
minded of how generations have "re
membered" His broken body and
atoning blood. We wish to thank Bro.
Kevin for all of his efforts throughout
the weekend.

TENNESSEE,NASHVILLE
Mike and Monica Fritz

We have been blessed from God's
LivingWord shared with us by our re
cent visiting ministering brothers: El
der Bro. Dave Steffen (Sis. Linda; Elgin,
IL), and Bros. Kevin Knapp (Sis. Dixie;
Bloomington-Normal, IL), Ken Schnei
der (Sis. Bernice; Remington, IN), and
Mark Zimmerman (Sis. Cheryl; Eu
reka, IL). We have also been strength
ened by the fellowship of brethren and
friends from Bloomington-Normal,
Elgin, and Eureka, IL; and Remington,
IN.

Ifyou are travelingto or through the
Nashville area, please plan to worship
with us. The following churches are
scheduled for services in the near fu
ture: Princeville, IL (6/19 ); Kansas
City,MO (6/26); Lamar,MO (7/3);Junc
tion, OH (7/10); Bay City, MI (7/17);
Lester, IA (7/24); and Mansfield, OH
(7/31). If you plan to worship with us,
please call ahead to confirm our sched
ule. Often we gather on Saturday eve
nings for fellowship, andall are heartily
welcome. We oftenmeet onWednesday
evenings at 7:15 p.m. for singing or
call-in services and would welcome any
midweek visitors. Contacts are Bro.
Don and Sis. Faye Sauder, (615)
373-8928; Bro. Mike and Sis. Monica
Fritz, (615) 866-5543 (Fritzmb@
gmail.com); and Sis. Gwen Leuthold,
(615) 356-5755.
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TEXAS, AUSTIN
Serenity and Jasmine Ringger

Our prayers are with Steven, Karen,
and Carol Anne Chambers, as their sis
ter-in-law, Monica Chambers, passed
away. "Who comforteth us in all our
tribulation, thatwemaybe able to com
fort them which are in any trouble, by
the comfortwherewithwe ourselves are
comforted of God." (II Cor. 1:4).

We are thankful for the ministers
who served us in the last month. Re
tired Elder Bro. Ron Schambach (Sis.
Nancy, Elgin, IL), Bros. Brian Metzger
(Sis. Angie, Lester, IA) and Steven
Pamer (Sis. Arliss, Akron, OH) spoke
the Word.

Brethren from Sabetha, West Bend,
Forrest, and Lamont-Gridley came to
visit. "And they continued stedfastly in
the apostles' doctrine and fellowship,
and in breaking of bread, and in
prayers." (Acts 2:42).

The following is the minister sched
ule for July: (3) Leo, IN; (17) Bradford,
IL; (31) Rittman, OH.

Please refer to the minister's direc
tory for directions and contacts.

TEXAS
DALLAS/FORTWORTH
Bro. Leland and Sis. Mary Plattner

served our congregation on May 15.
Services are beingheld generally the

2nd Sunday of each month at the Holi
day Inn Express, 4450W. John Carpen
terFreeway, IrvingTX. There aremany
that haveApostolic Christian ties in the
area. Please inform your relatives and
acquaintances that may have interest.
Please call ahead to verify. Leland &
Mary Plattner 956-265-0351 or Dennis
& Diane Rassi 512-321-2345.

"Now the city was large and great,
but thepeoplewere fewtherein, and the
houses were not builded."

Neh. 7:4

We humbly request your prayers
that God may grant the increase.
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TEXAS, McALLEN
Joyce Nohl

God'sLivingWordwasbrought tous
this month by retired Elder Bro. Ron
Schambach (Sis. Nancy, Elgin, IL) and
Bro. Jeff Wiegand (Sis. Janel,
Goodfield). May God reward them for
their service.

We extend our prayers and deepest
sympathy to Bro. Leland and Sis. Mary
Plattner and to Andy and Kristi
Plattner in the death of their mother
and grandmother, Sis. Ruth Metzger.

Services are scheduled for July 17-
Bradford, IL; August 7 - Princeville, IL;
and August 21 - Roanoke, IL.

Sunday services are held at 10:30
and 12:30 at the Holiday Inn Express,
1921 South 10th St. Take the 10th
Street exit off Expressway 83 and go 1
1/2 blocks south. Please see the minis
ters' directoryfor local contact informa
tion. We are small in number and
welcome anyone spending time in
South Texas to worship with us. We ap
preciate advance notice when possible
tohelpusplan formeals andfellowship.
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VERMONT,CLARENDON
Nathan and MiriamReutter

"And when he had given thanks he
brake it, and said, take, eat; this is my
body, which is broken foryou: this do in
remembrance of me. After the same
manner also he took the cup, when he
had supped, saying, this cup is the new
testament in my blood: this do ye, as oft
asye drinkit, in remembranceofme."

I Corinthians 11: 24, 25

It was a blessing to partake of Com
munion this past month. We thank El
der Bro. Kevin Ryan (Sis. Cheryl) and
Ordained Deacon, Bro. Warren Zahner
(Sis. Bonnie), for being willing to come
and serve us. We felt renewed in Spirit
andencouragedto continuethebattle.

"Blessed are they that mourn: for
they shall be comforted."

Matthew 5:4

Bro. Adam Stevenson, his wife Kris,
and children are grieving the loss of
Adam's dad, Richard, this month. We
mournwith them in their loss. We pray
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that they can find comfort in their sor
rowbythe faithhehad inChristJesus.

Wewould liketo thankanothervisit
ingminister thismonth fromRockville,
CT, Bro. Dan Stoller (Sis. Diane), who
came to bring us the Word on May 15.
God'sblessings restupon themfor their
willingness to serve us.

If you are interested in fellowship
ping with us here in Vermont, and
would like information about service
times and dates, please contact Bro.
Chad & Sis. Jenny Virkler (802-293-
2724). We treasure the fellowship of
brethren and would relish any visitors.
Please notify us ifyou are planning on
traveling in our area and would like to
worship together.

Service times are as follows:

Mid-week services
(Please contact local brethren)

Sunday Morning Service
10:10 AM (Sunday school held con
currently)

Sunday Afternoon Service
12:15 PM

Summer Worship Services in Colorado

In addition to our regular worship schedule inAurora, ifthe Lord is willing, we plan to hold services at
the following locations:

July 17 and July 24 - Best Western Alpenglo Lodge - Conference Center
Located downtown Winter Park (78665 U.S. Highway 40)

Office: 888-726-8088 (Toll free)
www.wplodging.com

Winter Park is accessible from the Estes Park area as well as the Summit County area.

Morning song service will begin at 10:15 A.M.; worship service at 10:30; followed by lunch and after
noon service. Ministering Brothers from the Denver congregation will be responsible for the services,
however we welcome and encourage visiting ministers to support this effort ifyour travel plans bring
you out west this summer. The intent of these services is to alleviate some ofthe crowding that we tend
to experience during the busy summer travel season. (We don't want all our visitors to avoid Aurora!)
We welcome all our visitors and deeply appreciate the fellowship that we share in Christ, whether inAu
rora, or at the optional locations. For more information, and to help us plan more effectively, please no
tify Bro. Tom Leman if you will be attending services on any of these dates.

Home telephone: (303) 696-1540 E-mail: lemantom@@comcast.net
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Sermon continued from page 2

church. Then here in II Corinthians,
it says that his desire was that he
wouldn't come so aggressively. His
desire was that he would encourage
them now.

As we talk about parents, just my
thoughts, and this may be a strange
illustration. But if you take a mother
bear and she has her cubs with her, if
something threatens the welfare of
the life of those cubs, what does a
mother bear do? Actually a mother
bear, as well as any mother animal,
becomes extraordinarily aggressive
in the protection and defense of her
young ones. I think that is easy to un
derstand.

I believe as we read this, that Paul
was as a father who was protecting
his possession, and the threat of his
possession here was a spiritual pos
session and the spiritual heart and
mind of the people of the church in
Corinth.

We know when we read there in I
Corinthians that the Corinthian
church had many spiritual problems.
We don't need to go through all of
them. But one of the problems that
they had was that there were individ
uals within, who participated in the
body in Corinth, who were false
teachers. They were people who chal
lenged the spiritual authority of the
apostle Paul, as to who he was to that
church.

It would be kind of like if we were
parents and we knew who our child
was and someone came to us and said
'You know what? You're really not
that child's parent. So what I am go
ing to do is assume the position of pa
rental authority over your children.'
It's kind of like the state. All of us are
familiar with different stories where
parents have been accused of not car
ing for their children so the state
moves in and wants to take posses
sion of those children. In this illus
tration, what we see is that Paul was
challenging those individuals, or in
dividual, in that Corinthian Church
who were trying to essentially say
that Paul was not who he said he was.
Who did Paul say he was? He claimed
to have the spiritual authority given
to him by God to be the spiritual fa
ther of this Church in Corinth. Yet
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here you have these individuals who
challenged him.

He begins this chapter by saying,
"Would to God ye could bear with me
a little in my folly: and indeed bear
with me." II Corinthians 11:1. So
what Paul is doing here is he is going
to present a defense or a basis for why
he has the spiritual authority from
God to be to the children of the Corin
thian Church what he is; their spiri
tual father. He does this in several of
his writings, because he had opposi
tion in churches. They did not care
for his leadership, for various rea
sons. He says, bear with me in my
folly. Why did he call it folly? Do you
think it was spiritually beneficial for
Paul to get in front of a church body
and to defend his spiritual authority
that was given to him by God? It
would be kind of like any of these
brothers or maybe your elder getting
up and there would be someone who
challenged his authority, and him
having to get up and to defend the au
thority that was given to him by God,
ultimately. That's what Paul was do
ing here. He says, bear with me in my
folly, this is foolishness, and indeed
bear with me. "For I am jealous over
you with godly jealousy," v.2.

You see Paul's desire and heart for
these Corinthian believers, as well as
for each one ofus. As God is for us, He
desires an intimate and a dynamic
spiritual relationship with us. Just
as God would defend His relationship
with us against some opposition,
that's what Paul was doing here. He
says, "For I am jealous over you with
godly jealousy: for I have espoused
you to one husband that I may pres
ent you as a chaste virgin to Christ.''
v.2. Beloved, do we understand who
we are as followers ofJesus Christ, as
children of God? He says we have
been spiritually espoused, just as a
man and woman become engaged and
become one union in the person of Je
sus Christ, as followers of Christ. He
says spiritually that is what has hap
pened. That through my spiritual
leadership ordained by God, we have
presented the Gospel of Christ. You
have become one in union with Christ
and as a result of that, you are now
one in a spiritual marital union. He
says, for I have espoused you to one
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husband that I may present you as a
chaste virgin to Christ.

It is interesting; we live in a time
where those who are in spiritual au
thority - I am talking about those
who God has ordained to be over his
people - it appears to me that there is
a trend throughout the churches of
America where there is a lack of re
spect for those who God has placed in
authority. There is probably a reason
for that. Maybe those in authority
through different churches and de
nominations are violating the word of
God. I don't know. What we do know
is that there is a lack of submission,
by the body, to the authority that God
has ordained. That is really very
much what has happened here.

Paul talked about his speech not
being very impressive, his speaking
was weak. Paul was probably not a
charismatic man. He probably did not
have great speaking abilities. Yet
what did he say he had? He said, I
have knowledge (v.6). He had a spiri
tual knowledge of the Word of God,
particularly of the Old Testament be
cause he was trained in it and he said,
this is what I have. Not only do I have
spiritual knowledge but I have been
given this authority because God
called me. Christ called me to be an
apostle.

He says, "But I fear, lest by any
means, as the serpent beguiled Eve
through his subtilty, so your minds
should be corrupted from the simplic
ity that is in Christ." v.3. Just for in
stance, what is the simplicity in
Christ, what is he talking about? One
of the things that he does, essentially
as he goes on and talks about these
individuals who are challenging his
authority -they too are Hebrews, look
in verse 22 & 23- he is starting to deal
very directly with these people. "Are
they Hebrews? so am I. Are they Isra
elites? so am I. Are they the seed of
Abraham? so am I. Are they minis
ters of Christ? .. .I am more .. .'' Now
why was he saying that? You see, the
people that were challenging the au
thority of Paul, they were other He
brew people. It was someone who was
a descendant of Abraham who came
into that church and said, Paul is not
teaching the complete story.

And what was the teaching of
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Paul? If you go back to Galatians the
third chapter, I think Paul was deal
ing very specifically with a similar is
sue. Paul said, "O foolish Galatians,
who hath bewitched you ... " v. l. Who
hath deceived you, that you would be
lieve something other than what I
told you? What were they teaching in
Galatia? They were teaching that
even though a man was born again by
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, you
still had to be circumcised and you
still had to practice certain elements
of the Law (Galatians 6:13-15).

"... so your minds should be cor
rupted from the simplicity that is in
Christ." II Cor.v.3. What is the sim
plicity that is in Christ? It is that
which is a belief based upon faith in
the redemptive work of Christ. There
are terms for that. We talk about
spiritual rebirth, we talk about re
pentance. We talk about those
things, but what Paul was saying is
we are not to add to the simplicity of
the Gospel. What these individuals
were doing, as I presume they did in
Galatia, is they were saying you do
still need to practice circumcision and
you still need to practice this and that
and the other.

"For if he that cometh preacheth
another Jesus ..." v.4. If you can put
yourself in church on the Sabbath, in
Corinth on this day, I don't think any
of us would be real comfortable.
What would it be like if your elder got
up here on Sunday and said, 'You
know what? Today we are not going to
preach a sermon. I am going to talk
about the opposition to God ordained
leadership.' That really is the last
thing I would want to be involved in,
and yet it had to be done. He said,
"For if he that cometh preacheth an
other Jesus, whom we have not
preached, or if ye receive another
spirit, which ye have not received, or
another gospel, which ye have not ac
cepted, ye might well bear with him."
v.4. How critical is it, beloved, that
we understand Biblical truth? What
happened here is, because these indi
viduals were not firmly grounded in
truth, when a counterfeit came in and
presented an alternative perspective,
these people were prepared to accept
that alternative. Beloved, we must
know and understand the truth. We
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are in an age when truth is relative.
We are in an age when people will
challenge the validity of the divinity
of the word ofGod. They say, 'Well, it
isn't divine, it is just a bunch of men
who wrote this.' We hear that, and
yet we know that it is not true. It is
the divine, revealed word of God.

He says, For if he that cometh
preaches another Jesus, whom we
have not preached. There are denom
inations out there- I am not picking
on other denominations- let's be
frank, if you study many of the
churches and denominations that ex
ist, I am not going to name it, but
there is a specific church that talks a
lot about Jesus. But if you study their
definition of Jesus, it is not the same
Jesus that we have. They talk about
God. In fact, they are very aggressive
in promoting their views on mass me
dia. They send people door to door
and promote their views. I have sat
down with one group and I have dis
cussed these things with some of
these people. If you don't know better
you would think they are talking
about the same Jesus. Beloved, they
are not! For if he that cometh
preaches another Jesus, whom we
have not preached, ... Now how do we
distinguish that? Do we understand
who the Biblical person of Jesus
Christ is? It really astounded me as I
read and talked to some of these peo
ple, how deceptive and sly their abil
ity to present their view is. How you
could easily say, 'I think the same
thing you do. We pretty much believe
the same thing.' Well it is not. There
are many different views. But he
says, preacheth another Jesus whom
we have not preached, or if you re
ceive another spirit, ...

Paul was saying that through his
divine authority given to him by God,
he had properly and Biblically de
fined who Christ was; the work of
Christ on the cross of Calvary; the ne
cessity of sinful men to be redeemed
through that work; and that then
through the resurrection, that was a
confirmation of Christ Himself, and
of the work of Christ on the Cross.
That is the Christ who he was talking
about. He wasn't talking about an
other Christ that says, 'Here I am, the
Lamb of God, offered on the Cross of

41

Calvary' and then after this we've got
to still practice various elements of
the Law. No, Paul is saying that is
wrong.

"For I suppose I was not a whit be
hind the very chiefest apostles." v.5.
What does Paul do here? He takes
significant measures to defend his
spiritual authority. Look what he
says. For I suppose I am not very far
behind even the chiefest apostles.
What was he doing? He was correlat
ing his apostleship to the apostleship
of the original twelve. How did Paul
validate his apostleship? How did he
see Jesus?

What is an apostle, first of all? An
apostle as I understand it is someone
who has seen Christ directly or had
direct revelation from Christ in their
calling to the Faith. We know that
Paul may have physically seen Him
as an unbeliever. But it was on the
road to Damascus then that Christ
very personally called Paul, and re
vealed Himself in a first person (Acts
9:3-5). As the result of that, Paul was
an apostle.

But he says, "But though I be rude
in speech.. .'' v.6. As I have been in the
ministry, my tune has changed a lit
tle bit. I would ask you, how are you
on Sunday, regarding the ministers
that God has placed on your pulpit?
Do you have preferences? That is a
normal human response to be at
tracted to certain types of personali
ties and people. But you know
beloved, an individual doesn't have to
be an eloquent speaker to present the
powerful lifechanging Gospel mes
sage. Anything is easy for God, but I
would presume that it is probably a
simpler thing to use a man who is not
eloquent in speech for the purpose of
the Gospel then it is an individual
who is eloquent in speech. Why is
that? I believe because the man that
is eloquent in speech is probably more
subject to his own personal pride
than the man who knows he's not a
good speaker. Paul says, "But though
I be rude in speech, yet not in knowl
edge; but we have been throughly
made manifest among you in all
things." v.6.

Then he goes on and talks about
this opposition. Place yourself there

Sermon continued on page 42
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Sermon continued from page 41
in Corinth on this Sunday, this day.
How would you feel when Paul said "I
robbed other churches, taking wages
of them, to do you service." v.8. You
know what he is saying there? He is
saying, 'There are other churches
who actually provided for me
monetarily, that I could come to Cor
inth and spend time with you and re
ally, because they provided for me, I
should have been there with them.
Instead I am here with you and they
supported me.'

He says "And when I was present
with you, and wanted, I was charge
able to no man: for that which was
lacking to me the brethren which
came from Macedonia supplied' and
in all things I have kept myself from
being burdensome unto you, ..." v.9.
Do you understand the logic that
Paul was presenting? If Paul would
have went to Corinth where this con
flict was and these problems were
and a group of people would have put
together twenty dollars, and said,
'Here Paul. Here's twenty dollars,
why don't you live off of that.' Would
n't there be a perception that maybe
Paul would be more inclined to de
fend their position than the position
of those who didn't support him?
That is a wise leader. Instead he said,
'I am not going to take anything from
any of you people in Corinth. I am
taking from someone in another
church because I don't want to be
chargeable to any of you. I don't want
to have to defend my position or my
decisions regarding church leader
ship, to any of you.'

He says, "... in all things I have
kept myself from being burdensome
unto you, and so I will keep myself."
v.9 His interest and desire in the cir
cumstance of this challenge of his
spiritual authority was that he could
be found in a proper and appropriate
motive in his decisions with this
church. He says, "As the truth of
Christ is in me, no man shall stop me
of this boasting in the regions of
Achaia. Wherefore? because I love
you not? God knoweth. But what I do,
that I will do, that I may cut off occa
sion from them which desire occa
sion; that wherein they glory, they
may be found even as we." v.10-12.
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Isn't that an amazing heart? If I un
derstand that right, he says, 'But
what I do, that I will do, that I may cut
off the occasion from them which de
sire occasion against me.' The people
who opposed Paul's leadership, he es
sentially still desired that they would
come around, and they would come
back into proper communion within
the church. He says that wherein
they glory, they may be found even as
we. That they may come back into
proper communion, that they would
not challenge his authority, that they
would recognize their own personal
error. That they would repent and
back down, that they would submit to
this authority.

"For such are false apostles, deceit
ful workers, transforming them
selves into the apostles of Christ."
v.13. Do we allow God to take us as
we are and use us as He calls us? Paul
says, it is a good thing that a man de
sire the office of a bishop. It is not a
bad thing to desire spiritual leader
ship. (I Timothy 3:1) When it be
comes bad is when the motive to be
involved in spiritual leadership be
comes that which is other than God
ordained or God motivated. What can
that be? A lot of things can drive an
individual to desire spiritual leader
ship. Maybe it is to be seen. That is
not proper.

He says "And no marvel; for Satan
himself is transformed into an angel
oflight. Therefore it is no great thing
if his ministers also be transformed
as the ministers of righteousness;
whose end shall be according to their
works." II Corinthians 11:14,15.
These are people who at one point
were in proper fellowship and demon
strated godliness and yet they were
deceived. And as a result of that, they
began to do things that were not
godly, were not Biblical, and that
challenged God's authority.

He begins very specifically to de
fend himself there in about verses 23
through 30. Again, if you put yourself
there on that Sabbath, can you imag
ine, maybe your own spiritual leader,
maybe your elder, getting up on
Sunday and listing numerically the
things that establish his God or
dained authority? What a strange
thing, and yet Paul found it to be nee-
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essary to establish his authority that
God had given him. He says, "Are
they ministers of Christ? . . . . I am
more .. .'' v.23. Now isn't that amaz
ing! Paul is saying, this is foolish that
I should have to boast about what
God has done in my life, to clarify the
fact of who I am to you.

He says, 'I was beaten with stripes,
I was in prison frequent, I nearly
died, five times I was beaten of the
Jews, I was beaten with rods, stoned,
shipwrecked.' v.23-25. We know all
these things. He says,"... and a day I
have been in the deep:"v.25. Wonder
what that means? Sometimes I won
der ifhe nearly drowned when he was
in a shipwreck. "...perils of water, in
perils of robbers, in perils by mine
own countrymen.. .''v.26. All these
things. "In weariness and painful
ness, in watchings often, in hunger
and thirst, in fastings often, in cold
and nakedness. Beside those things
that are without, that which cometh
upon me daily, the care of all the
churches."v.27, 28.

You see Paul was a spiritual father
to these people, and he had a heart
and a love for that church just like a
mama bear does for her cubs. Just
like a father does for his children.
You had better believe that Paul was
not going to just back away out of Cor
inth and say, 'Okay you guys are just
too tough for me. I am going to move
to Macedonia. They've supported me,
they've been good to me. So Corinth,
I'm going to leave these guys to you,
and I hope things work out for you.'
He didn't do that. He aggressively
not only defended himself, but he put
himself in a position that he could
present again his spiritual and God
ordained authority to this church and
say, 'I am still who I was originally.
My message is still Biblical and it is
still consistent with what God re
vealed to me. So Corinthians, I am
asking you to depart from this indi
vidual, and I am asking you to con
tinue to follow what God has revealed
to me, and what through me, God has
revealed to you.'
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Apostolic Christian Home of Eureka
Director of Nursing
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Immediate opening for full time position as Director ofNursing at our 112 bed skilled nursing facility. The primary
purpose ofthis position is to direct and supervise the day-to-day activities ofthe facility in the assessment, planning, im
plementing, and reassessment ofnursing care according to Federal and State regulations/guidelines to assure the high
est degree of quality patient care at all times.

Position requirements include;
·RN Degree
·Ability to function independently, have flexibility, and personal integrity
·Ability to work effectively with residents, staff, family members and support agencies
·Good supervisory skills

We offer a pleasant Christian work environment, competitive wages and benefits and an opportunity to make a dif
ference in the lives of the elderly. You may visit our web site at www.each.org for additional information on our organi
zation and to download an application for employment. You may also apply in person or send resume to:

Apostolic Christian Home of Eureka
P.O. Box 128
610 W. Cruger
Eureka, IL 61530
(309) 467-2311
(309) 467-2075 fax
humanresources@each.org

Volunteer Caretaker Opportunity

The Washington, DC congregation would welcome your help. They purchased a house in Silver Spring, Maryland,
and are holding services there every Sunday.

Due to the small number ofmembers and friends, and because most live a distance from church, they are looking for
volunteer caretakers to live in the house and perform routine household and yard maintenance chores. Caretakers
should plan to stay 3-4 weeks.

We are working on filling the calendar for 2012.
Caretakers could be couples, singles or families who would enjoy fellowship with the DC congregation and spending

time near the Nation's Capitol and other points of interest on the East Coast.
For more information, please contact Sis. Doreen Steffen for more information at dkgsteffen@gmail.com or

302-540-6574.

Assistant Houseparent Needed
Gateway Woods currently has an opening for a single sister to work in a full-time ministry

with troubled children. The Assistant Houseparent position offers competitive wages and gen
erous benefits and a close relationship with brothers and sisters whose hearts and lives are dedi
cated to a mission with an eternal reward. Ifyou feel the call to explore the possibilities, please
call one of the brothers listed below:

Ed Graf
Residential Program Director
PO Box 151
Leo, IN 46765
1-888-443-4283
ed.graf@gatewaywoods.org

Lynn Stieglitz
Counseling Elder
15417 Doty Rd.
New Haven, IN 46774
260-657-1033
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Christ-Centered Self Worth
Part 3 of3

This article on Christ-centered
self-worth will focus on our perception of
ourselves, including our understanding of
spiritual gifts and serving. How do you view
yourself when looking into a mirror? How
do you view yourself when looking into
God's mirror? Does the image change
when you switch from your own mirror to
God's mirror?

Often in looking into our own mirror, we
need to deal with distortions in how we see
ourselves. Sometimes we are held captive
by fear of failure, trying to earn the ap
proval of others, shame, or blame. The ef
fects of the fear of failure cause us to avoid
situations, not try, miss opportunities,
worry, and procrastinate. It is normal and
natural for us to want others to accept
us-especially our parents. Unfortunately,
many people eventually learn to place their
self-worth in other people's opinions. This
leads to excessive attempts to please oth
ers in order to win their approval and avoid
criticism.

Your emotions provide you with a mo
ment-to-moment reading of how you feel
in the environment where you are. Your
feelings and your true worth are not the
same things. Feelings fluctuate up and
down-sometimes very quickly. These
fluctuations are due to changes in how you
feel about your performance, who you are
with at the time, how well you think you
rate in the eyes of others, etc. Biblical Faith
is conforming our will to God's will even
when our feelings don't match and/or we
don't understand why certain things occur.
It is surrendering our will to God, which is
sometimes very difficult to do. When your
feelings and your Christian beliefs don't
match, live "as if" your beliefs are
true-they are! Faith is not a feeling. Faith
is what you believe, not what you feel. True
faith is not the complete absence of doubt
or struggle; rather, it is trusting in God even
when the evidence to do so is limited or is
apparently absent altogether.

Your true value, based on God's love and
grace, is steady and constant, whereas feel
ings fluctuate up and down. Peace with
God is a "state of relationship" not simply a
feeling. Isaiah 32:17 "And the work ofrigh
teousness shall be peace; and the effect of

righteousness quietness and assurance for
ever."

God made each person in His image and
created each person for specific purposes.
What are your purposes in life?

Romans 12:4-8 "For as we have many
members in one body, and all members
have not the same office: So we, being
many, are one body in Christ, and every one
members one ofanother. Having then gifts
differing according to the grace that is
given to us, whetherprophecy, let us proph
esy according to the proportion offaith; of
ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or
he that teacheth, on teaching; or he that
exhorteth, on exhortation; he that giveth,
let him do it with simplicity; he that ruleth,
with diligence; he that sheweth mercy, with
cheerfulness."

God has provided each believer with
spiritual gifts for the purpose of strength
ening the Body of Believers and glorifying
God. Ephesians 4:11-12 "And he gave
some, apostles; and some, prophets; and
some, evangelists; and some, pastors and
teachers; For the perfecting of the saints,
for the work of the ministry, for the edifying
of the body of Christ."

How do you know your spiritual gifts?
They are given to you by God. They are of
ten something you feel strongly about or
have a passion for. They are often in line
with your natural talents. They encompass
your own unique personality in relating to
others. They involve your experiences
which give you a perspective on life. Think
through and ponder your own gifts. How
has God made you? Use the spiritual gifts
that you have been given for God's glory.
We are responsible for using our talents to
the fullest (Matthew 25: 14-30 - the
parable of the talents).

Comparison keeps many believers from
using their spiritual gifts. Comparison of
spiritual gifts is one of Satan's biggest lies.
"She does that so much better than I do." "I
can't do much; so why try?" 2 Corinthians
10:12 "... but theymeasuring themselves by
themselves and comparing themselves
among themselves, are not wise." God
never intended for us to have to be "the
best" at something in order for us to use
our gifts! There will always be someone
better than you (looks, intelligence,
money, strength, social skills, humor, etc.).
The sooner you accept this, the sooner you

can stop trying to perform up to impossible
standards and start serving God the way He
created you to be.

Sometimes believers feel insecure and
worry about their ability to do what God has
asked them to do. This is how Moses felt
when God asked him to talk to Pharaoh.
Note God's response to Moses' uncertainty.
Exodus 4:10-12 "And Moses said unto the
LORD, 0 my Lord, I am not eloquent, neither
heretofore, nor since thou hast spoken unto
thy servant; but I am slow ofspeech, and ofa
slow tongue. And the LORD said unto him,
Who hath made man's mouth? Or who
maketh the dumb, or deaf, or the seeing, or
the blind? Have not I the LORD? Now there
fore, go, and I will be with thy mouth, and
teach thee what thou shalt say." Remember
that your spiritual gifts come from and are
empowered by the Holy Spirit, not you.

Sometimes people limit themselves as
they don't see the spi ritua I gifts that God has
given them because they are looking for
something specific. There are a number of
examples in the Word, including Moses, Gid
eon, and Isaiah, where they didn't recognize
the spiritual gifts God had given them to ac
complish His purpose.

The foundation for all spiritual gifts
should be built on the two greatest com
mandments: Matthew 22:37-39 ".... Thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart,
and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.
This is the first and great commandment.
And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love
thy neighbour as thyself." Fill your heart
with love for God, love for others, and love of
yourself. Then let that love activate your
spiritual gifts. Corinthians 13 tells us the spir
itual gifts must be motivated by love or they
are nothing.

What can you do? Open your heart to
God as you pray for wisdom and guidance to
know how He wants to use you each day,
what He wants you to say, and what He
wants you to do. Be open throughout the
day for God's nudges as you interact with
people who cross your path or who come
into your thoughts. Then prayerfully do it.
Don't give excuses like Moses did. God
knows what you can do; He made you. He
wants you to try, and He wants you to do
your best. You will receive blessings multi
plied knowing you are in the center of God's
will for your life.
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Important Notice to Americans
Crossing the Canadian Border by Land.

All adults will need just one of the following documents:

June 2011

BIBLE
DISTRIBUTION

Sharing The Word In Love
1. Regular U.S. Passport
2. U.S. Passport Card
3. Enhanced Driver's License
4. any Trusted Traveler Program (ex Nexus card)

U.S citizens under the age of 16, or under the age of 19 if travelling with a
school, religious, or other youth group, may present a birth certificate, Consular
Report of Birth Abroad, or a naturalization certificate. Birth certificates can be
original, photocopy, or certified copy.

Anyone interested in receiving a printed sermon, please send
info to:

Printed Sermons
102 Lake View Drive
Fairbury, IL 61739

(815) 692-3616
printedsermons@gmail.com

- USED BIBLE, BIBLE STORY BOOK, AND
SONG BOOK DISTRIBUTION -

We currently have outlets for Bibles, Bible Story Books, Hymns of Zion, Gospel
Hymns, and Tabernacles.

The cost of sending books airmail to foreign countries is greater than what new books
could be purchased for. We are currently working with organizations (such as Christian
Aid Ministries) that send materials to foreign countries by sea container which is a more
reasonable price. Some of the books are also used by U.S. churches and missions. Thank
you to all who have provided books and those who help repair them.

Jerry and Arlene Banwart, 307 First St, Congerville, IL 61729
(309) 265-0857

Light From The Word
now available by downloadable PDF from the

Apostolic Christian Publication web site
www.acpublications.org

After entering the web site, click on the item located in the left hand
frame entitled, "Light from theWordReprints". The entire set ofeditori
als are available in a complete download (June 1987throughJune2011).

"Where there is no vision,
the people perish:

but he that keepeth the law,
happy is he."

Proverbs 29: 18

All books, including Bibles, in Eng
lish and other languages, plus Bible
Story Books which have been ap
proved by the Apostolic Christian Mis
sion Committee, are available for
those who wish to distribute them in
the name of Jesus Christ.

The book inventory is computer
ized, and the personnel at Bluffton
can drop ship to nearly any address.

To order, contact,

Apostolic Christian Church
Bible Distribution

PO Box 30
1254 S. Main Street
Bluffton, IN 46714

Phone and Fax 260/824-5587
E-mail: bibledist@adamswells.com

Rochester, MN
Services

Times:
7:30- 3'°Wednesday ofthe month

99%.sw
Rochester MN, 55902
(within a few blocks
of the Mayo campus)

Contacts:
Bro. Jim and Sis Deb Tilbury
(507)281-2875.

Any that are in the area are wel
come and encouraged to worship with
us.
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Give a Child Hope
Child Sponsorships

Those in the child sponsorship pro
gram have several things in com

mon. They are very poor, desire to learn
and they have an undying soul.

The goal of this
program is to
provide an edu
cation to help
these children

learn life skills to improve their stan
dard of living, and also to provide
spiritual training to address the true
need ... the need for a knowledge of
and a personal relationship with God
through Jesus Christ.

And all thy children shall be taught of
the Lord; andgreat shall be the peace
ofthy children. Isaiah 54: 13

To sponsor a child
To sponsor a student fill out this form
and send to the office. A student will
be assigned to you and you will be sent
further information.

Name-----------
C Mr C Mrs. C Miss

Spouse-----------
Address----------
CitySt Zip
Home Ph ----------
Cell Ph-----------
Email-----------

Please check preference:
0 Haiti O Guatemala
0 Mexico O Jamaica
0 Wherever needed

If possible I would prefer:

0 Boy- Age ---□ Girl - Age
0 No Preference

Cost: $25.00/month
For details: www.acworldrelief.org

Send to:
ACWR Child Sponsorship
PO Box 36
Morton, IL 61550
Phone: 309-266-6080
Fax: 309-266-5281
E-mail: childsponsorship@acwr.org

31IDA iAPosrouc cHRisTAN

vial \World Relief
www.acworldrelief.org

Interested in Houseparenting?
Houseparenting at Gateway Woods offers an opportunity for a couple, directed of the Lord, to come to work in a

full-time on going ministry at Gateway Woods. Due to a change in staff, we have a need for an Alternate Houseparent
couple. This position offers competitive wages and generous benefits and a close relationship with brothers and sis-
ters whose hearts and lives are dedicated to a common mission with an eternal reward. If you feel the call to explore this possibility,
please call one of the brothers listed below.

4
Ed Graf
Residential Program Director
PO Box 151
Leo, IN 46765
1-888-443-4283
ed.graf@gatewaywoods.org

Lynn Stieglitz
Counseling Elder
15417 Doty Rd.
New Haven, IN 46774

260-657-1033

"We have always considered ourposition a ministry for our entire family notjust ajob for us. Relationships built
during this time can last for a lifetime." - Bro. Jason & Sis. Joy Kilgus, Houseparents

Pre-School Teacher Needed

The Apostolic Christian Preschool has an immediate opening for a teacher directed of the Lord, with a
degree and/or experience in Elementary or Early Childhood Education. It is a wonderful experience to
teach children about the Lord in a loving, Christian environment. Ifyou feel the call and want to find out
more please contact:

Bro. Mike Moore (256) 729-0620 (256) 777-3390
Email: ALM38@aol.com
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CARIBBEAN BOARD PROJECTS • 2011
All volunteers should contact the project coordinator. Should you not be able to contact the coordinator, for Haiti direct your

inquiry to Bro. Rich Bertschi, Ph. 309-467-6110, E-mail lemangm@mtco .com.

HAITI
Data updated from the Apostolic Christian World Relief web site as of June 14"" 2011 -www.acworldrelief.org/work-teams-caribbean/

Project Year 2011 Coordinator Capacity HAITIMEDICAL WORK TEAMS

Les Cayes Jun 8-18
FRW
Vocational School

Rick Wuethrich 4
219-567-9488
rick@wuethrichfarms.com

Hospital Lumiere May 13-21
at Bonne Fin, Haiti
Haiti Medical Team

Alice Widmer 8-10
330-939-0083
alice.widmer@jmsmucker.com

JAMAICA
Data updated from the Apostolic Christian World Relief web site as of June 14" 2011 -www.acworldrelief.org/work-teams-caribbean/

Project Year 2011 Coordinator Capacity

Jamaica Deaf Vi Ilg Jun 10 - 18
CCCD

Ted Hirstein 40
309-266-8769
hirstein@mtco.com

Jamaica Deaf Village Jun 25 - Jul 2
CCCD

Harvey Landis Akron/
330-925-8632 Rittman
landziv@aol.com BC Trip

MEXICO
If anyone is interested in leading a team to Mexico, contact Bro. Mike Fiechter at 260-597-7330 or mfiechter@onlyinternet.net

Data updated from the Apostolic Christian World Relief web site as of June 14" 2011 -www.acworldrelief.org/work-teams-mexico/

Location

Magdalena
Construction

Magdalena
Construction

Reynosa
Construction

Year 2011

Jun 11-18

Jun 18-25

Jun 18-25

Coordinator

Jason Schambach
Elgin Bible Class
847-468-1194
jkschambach@att.net

Stan Virkler
219-863-5913
svirkler@fbibuildings.com

Joe Sprunger
Indianapolis Bible Class
317-491-4424
joesprunger@gmail.com

Magdalena
Construction

Reynosa
Medical

Magdalena
Construction

Jul 9-16

0ct 5-12

Nov 19-26

Jason Kaeb
Bern Bible Class
785-284-3202
jason.maggs@gmail.com

Cheryl Herrmann
cherrmann@frontier.com

Rod Schmidt
303-774-7913
rschmidt@acosta.com

Haiti and Jamaica Work Team Code Definitions
CCCD=Caribbean Christian Center for the Deaf
MEBSH= Missions of Evangelical Baptists of South Haiti
Palm Grove= Mission of Haiti
SE.ED. = An Agricultural School & Extension Service
TBA = To Be Announced
Palm Grove = Mission of Haiti

A.W.A. - B.= Apostolic Water Aid/Bluffton
A.W.A. - FRW = ApostolicWaterAid/Francesville, Remington,

Wolcott
A.W.A. - T = Apostolic Water Aid/Tremont
(*)= Changes or additions since last issue
(**L= Spring Break Timeframe

USA World Relief Committee
For area work or disaster projects, please contact the following USA committee member:

* Bro. Kent Heimer
* Bro. Chuck Kellenberger
*Bro.Bill Leman
* Bro. Les Schambach
* Bro. Tom Neuenschwander
* Bro. Ray Slagel
* Bro. Paul Kaeb

Counseling Elder
Chairman
Treasurer
Administrator/Sec.

Taylor, MO
Elgin, IL
Roanoke, IL
Elgin, IL
Bluffton, IN
Fairbury, IL
Bern, KS

Cell# 573-248-5701
Cell# 224-629-6531
Cell# 309-241-0257
Cell# 630-247-5271
Cell# 260-307-6026
Cell# 815-848-3714
Cell# 785-547-5269
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Apostolic Christian Counseling and
Family Services
515 East Highland St,
Morton, IL 61550

309-263-5536 (local#) 309-263-6841 (fax)

877-370-9988 (toll free)
www.accounseling.org -- info@accounseling.org

Christ-centered counseling for
depression, anxiety, relationship problems, et'c...

• In-office and remote (telephone, videoconference) counseling with a counselor
• Telephone consultations with a counselor
• Information about mental health issues and relationship problems
• Referrals to qualified counseling and family services in your area
• Referrals to specialized services
• Apostolic Christian Way of Purity and Way of Temperance
• Bible Studies on mental health, family and relationship topics
• Mentor Training Program
• Information, downloads, and presentations on mental health, family and relationship
topics available at www.accounseling.org
• Mentoring for students in mental health-related fields
• All calls are confidential

EVERYONE IS INVITED TO DETROIT

49

What:
When:
Details:

23rd Annual Choir Benefit
Saturday July 16, 2011
5:00 Dinner 7:00 Choir Program

Overnight Needed?
Contact Scott or Jamie Bahr - 734.513-5907 or spbahr@yahoo.com

R.S.V.P. to Scott or Jamie by 4th of July for meal planning purposes
Side Trip: Consider spending the day at Greenfield Village: www.thehenryford.org
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EETB011198131A0170133
Our Spiritual Heritage

Comments by Elder Noah Schrock,
Oakville, Iowa, on Apostolic Christian
Church History continue. He had made
these "offthe cuff" remarks at a Sunday
evening gathering at Phoenix, Arizona,
many years ago. Bro. Noah, an experi
enced Elder during his era, was well
versed in the history of our congrega
tions here in America. He makes refer
ence to the aftermath of the division in
1906.

When I came into the church in 1910,
this thing (the division) was at the boil
ing point. It was unfortunate, of course.
The sad thing went on and went on. We
were hardly on speaking terms because
it was a terrible scandal and reproach
upon the church to have a visible sepa
ration. As soon as they ordained elders,
they became a separate organization.

I've been approached - we've had
many meetings with those people
where we feel kindly towards them. I
believe for the most part they have be
come converted. A lot of them had no
part in this thing, but it's a good deal
like where the church strife is like it is
among nations. A lot of false rumors
and propaganda and many falsehoods
are being circulated. People become
gossipers and they interest themselves
in passing on things that they have
heard and build up resentment be
tween each other. It is unfortunate.

I can give you a little humorous slant
on this thing. A commentator one time
said that there are three instances
when lying is quite prevalent. One is
during a war, another before an elec
tion, and after a fishing trip. These
three instances provoke falsehood, you
know, some harmful and some harm
less. That goes alongwith church strife,
too. We do have to be careful and, ifwe
do find or sense that there are some
times differences, by all means tone
them down. Don't let them get out of

hand.
It was then, I suppose, in 1930 at a

conference, that we finally extended a
hand to our erring brethren (as we
called them). We became more conge
nial to each other and visited each
other. It was quite a step forward. I
will admit there have been urgings from
the Nazarean people, that's the name of
their church in the Balkans, Yugosla
via, and Hungary. In Germany and
Switzerland their name translates into
English as Evangelical Baptist. By the
way, the two churches (of ours) in New
York have taken that name and kept it
to this day. They are on record as Evan
gelical Baptist because that is the
European name.

A man once asked me what I thought
about it (the division) and I said, "Well,
there aren't many scriptures on how to
mend the situation. We have scriptures
on how to prevent it, but not on how to
mend it." And I further said, "You can't
unscramble an omelet. You can scram
ble it, but you can't unscramble it." In
the meantime, we had several meetings
(with them). Our Elders were there and
discussed many things.

We have reached the conclusion in
Mansfield, Ohio (several years ago), in a
very congenial meeting, an all-day ses
sion. We could see no profit, nothing to
be gained nor did we feel as Elders we
had the authority to join these two orga
nizations together. We made a written
proposal just before that. I have a copy
of it, welcoming them back to the
Mother church, forgiving them of their
mistaken error of departing from us.

However, all we expect of them is
that they give testimony before each lo
cal congregation as to their original
conversion. Quite a few came back. In
Peoria, Illinois, there were 15 or 20 or
even more than that (that came back);
also quite a few in Akron, Ohio, and

other places. We felt that would provide
the opportunity for them to come back
again to their Mother church. In num
bers we were about 7,000 or 8,000, and
they were about 1,500. Not that num
bers mean anything, but we didn't
think it was an impossible thing. We
felt it was the problem or that each
church would make that determination
(to bring individual souls back).

We have no authority to bring these
two organizations together. Each local
congregation would receive them upon
their testimony as individuals. They
(the other church group of 1,500) could
n't accept that sort of procedure. They
wanted a universal, general proclama
tion made that we are no more two, but
we are one. We couldn't agree on that.
We said we would try to be helpful to
each other. We would try to share their
burdens. But we unanimously agreed
that we would not run back and forth
and cause disorder because God is a God
of order and they agreed with us.

We have it in writing that they would
not try to take our members away from
us, and they would not try to induce our
members to participate in their activi
ties, nor vice versa. That's the agree
ment we made. They want us to adhere
to that. Maybe some don't, but that is
the conclusion we reached.

(Editor's note: Bro. Schrock spoke
with forthrightness andhonesty about a
sensitive time in our church. Since this
occurred over a century ago, it was felt it
is appropriate to print these remarks,
with respect for the need to become in
formed about history, and to learn from
it).

Next Issue:
More comments from the Elder

Noah Schrock talk at Phoenix.
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"Whatsoever A Man Soweth"
Retired Elder Bro. Willis Ehnle, formerly of Shioda, Japan
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Awell known verse in Galatians 6:7
reads, "Be not deceived; God is not
mocked: for whatsoever a man
soweth, that shall he also reap." If, as
a farmer, I want to reap or harvest
corn, I must plant or sow, corn. If I
want to harvest soybeans, I must
plant or sow soybeans. It isn't likely
that God, in His sovereignty, will say,
"I wanted you to grow soybeans in
that field but you planted corn. There
fore, I will cause soybeans to come up
even though you planted corn." God
could do it, you know. He is sovereign
and He is almighty. Proverbs 19:21
reads, "There are many devices in a
man's heart; nevertheless the counsel
of the Lord, that shall stand."

The word "sovereign" is not used
in the King James Bible but the pre
ceding verse is an indication of His
sovereignty. The teaching that God is
in complete control of everything may
make us complacent and irresponsi
ble. Therefore, it is good for us to
think about our responsibility toward
God and toward our fellow human be
ings. It seems to me, that God in all of
His power and sovereignty, has given
us a mind and now says to us, "I want
to see how you perform. Will you
choose me or choose the devil? Will
you choose self or others? Will you
choose life or death?" In Joshua 24:15
we find the words, "Choose you this
day whom ye will serve; ....but as for
me and my house, we will serve the
Lord."

Spiritually speaking, our reaction
toward what Christ has done for us de
termines our eternal destiny. We can
repent and follow Christ but we are
not compelled by God to do so. He

wants volunteers. The final invitation
is in Revelation 22: 17, "And the Spirit
and the bride say, Come. And let him
that heareth say, Come. And let him
that is athirst come. And whosoever
will, let him take the water of life
freely."

Hosea speaks ofreaping according
to what we sow. Hosea 8:7 "For they
have sown the wind, and they shall
reap the whirlwind." Ifyou drive reck
lessly, you will have an accident. If
you eat the wrong foods and refuse to
exercise, you will get sick. Even ifyou
do everything right, you may still have
an accident and you may still get sick
but that doesn't mean we should in
vite trouble and say I won't die until
God decides that I should. We do have
a mind and we can hasten our death if
we do the wrong things.

Now about living the Christian
life, we have great responsibility. We
should try to know God's will for our
lives through the Bible and through
circumstances, and sometimes,
through other believers. Proverbs
11:14 reads, "In the multitude of
counselors there is safety." As for be
ing willing to do God's will, there is no
room given in the Bible for hesitation.
I find no scriptures that tell us that we
are to decide to what extent we are
willing to do His will. I believe the Bi
ble teaches us to be very humble and
flexible and willing to go the extra
mile.

Since God is watching us and keep
ing a record (Malachi 3:16 "And a
book of remembrance was written be
fore him for them that feared the
Lord, and that thought upon his
name.") we should ask God to humble

us and we should ask others to pray for
us, that we can comply with Romans
12:3, "To every man that is among
you, not to think of himself more
highly than he ought to think." With
out Christ, we individually are noth
ing and without Christ, our church is
nothing. "Christ is all, and in all."
Colossians 3:11.

Whatsoever we sow, that we shall
also reap. Therefore, if we want oth
ers to recognize where they may have
wronged us, we should also recognize
where we may have wronged others,
as individuals or as a church. Wher
ever we have failed to treat others as
God's Word teaches, we apologize and
ask forgiveness. We want to help ev
erybody but in trying to help we may
sometimes hurt others where there
should be no hurt. God knows. We
repent.

Another related Bible verse is Ho
sea 4:6 which reads, "My people are
destroyed for lack of knowledge." If
we would know how terrible hell is, we
would all repent and live for the Lord
Jesus Christ, and be very nice to each
other. It is important that we know
and understand what we are doing
and the impending results.

Usually, if we have bad business
practices such as being wasteful and
inefficient, it will show up on our
Profit and Loss Statement. God does
not usually override our failures.

We are to do the best we know how,
and then we must leave the end result
in the hands of God. He is in control
but He expects us to know what to do
and to do it. Whatsoever a man
soweth, that shall he also reap.
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