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Sermon by Bro. Dale Banwart, Congerville, IL
Judges 16: 15-31 and II Corinthians 4:16-18, 5
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The account of Samson is a very fa
miliar account that we learned as chil
dren in Sunday School, many ofus. But
there are some real gems, some real
teachings that we can gather from it. If
we would go back to the beginning of
this chapter, we read that Samson
went to Gaza and he saw there an har
lot and went in unto her. Then it was
told the Gazites, and they tried to cap
ture him. But it says that he took the
doors ofthe gate of the city and the two
posts and carried them to the top of a
hill (Judges 16:1-3). It is a very impres
sive thing to young children. Probably
especially to the young boys. They
think about the strength and the size of
those city gates.

Then we read how he loved this
woman, Delilah. It says the lords of the
Philistines came unto her and said, en
tice him. See where his great strength
lieth. (v.4,5) So she proceeded to carry
out their instruction.

It really struck me, as we read this
account. In verse sixteen we read the
word 'vexed'. It says, "...his soul was
vexed unto death;" I don't know how
many different times the word vexed is
in the Bible. But I believe it speaks of
Lot. When it talks of Sodom and Go
morrah, it says that Lot's soul was
vexed, because he lived in the city there
and there was much unrighteousness.
There was much sin and iniquity and it
says, he vexed his righteous soul from
day to day. (II Peter 2:7,8)

So what does the word 'vexed' mean
and how does that apply to us?We need
to be careful, don't we, whether we are
converted or unconverted, that we
would not place our self in a position
where our soul would be vexed. It goes
back to being careful what we do. We
always hear that we should be careful
what we do, where we go, what we lis
ten to. But our soul can become vexed.
Troubled. As we think about the word
'vexed' it doesn't paint a picture of
peace but rather it paints a picture of
the soul being troubled.

Finally Samson wore down, didn't
he? They had the account of the ropes.
Trying to see quickly if I can tell how
many different times she tried to get
out of Samson the answer to his
strength. Finally she succeeded. I be
lieve the lesson to us is, we need to be

careful what environment we place
ourselves in. Because we can be strong
and we can maybe stand up for what's
right. But if we continually place our
selves in an environment where we are
tempted, sooner or later, Satan can get
the upper hand.

So we have this account here ofSam
son. We know here in his death he slew
many of the Philistines. It says that he
judged Israel twenty years. (Judges
16:30,31) He did deliver the Israelites
many times from the Philistines. If he
hadn't been there, perhaps the
Philistines would have robbed and
plundered the Israelites that much
more. Theywould have come and made
them servants. We know that hap
pened throughout history. But how
much better could Samson have been
in the Lord's service, how much more
could the Lord have used Samson if he
hadn't placed himself in this position?
How much different could this story
be, if Samson had been truly yielded to
the Lord?

So we're thankful we have a loving
God who forgives us. He is faithful to
forgive us of our sins - we read that in
theWord -ifwe confess our sins and we
truly humble ourselves. But if we can,
by God's grace, overcome, how much
more useful we can be in His service.

Here, Samson had to pay a terrible
price, didn't he? I don't think it records
how many years it was that he ground
at the mill. But his two eyes were put
out. He no doubt was chained to the
grinding mill. I have a picture in my
mind. I don't know if it comes from a
Bible Story book or what it is, but it is a
picture of Samson going around and
around in a circle. What were the
thoughts that were going through his
mind? No doubt they were thoughts of
regret and remorse, that he had placed
himself in this position. That he had
not turned and fled from Delilah.

I thinkwe can even read, ifwe would
go back to chapter fourteen, verse
three in Judges, "Then his father and
his mother said unto him, Is there
never a woman among the daughters of
thy brethren, or among all my people,
that thou goest to take a wife of the
uncircumcised Philistines? And Sam-

Sermon continued on page 40

Cover Verses
Front: Hebrews 10:22-23
Back: Zions Harp #143, verses 4-5 I
The Silver Lining subscriptions are

due from the following churches.
Please collect in:

March
1. Garden Grove, IA
2. Valparaiso, IN
3. Silverton, OR
4. Bloomfield, IA
5. Phoenix, AZ
6. Gridley, IL
7. Zapata, TX
8. Congerville, IL
9. Washington, DC

10. Lamar, MO
11. Morton, IL

Suggested Donation: $14/subscription

Next correspondence due:
For March Issue

(16 Jan. News - 15 Feb. News)
Due: 20 February 2010

The Silver Lining (Vol. 65, #2)
1389 County Road 1600 N

Roanoke,IL 61561

USPS 496780

Published Monthly By The Apostolic
Christian Church of America

Counselors:
Ron Schambach, Tom Stock

cial Apostolic Christian
Church Website

w.apostolicchristian.org
-------- __J

SEND CORRESPONDENCE TO:
cleman@mtco.com
(e-mail is preferred)

The Silver Lining
1389 County Road 1600 N

Roanoke,IL,61561
309-923-7192 (phone)
775-923-9987 (fax #1)
309-923-7359 (fax #2)

Periodical non-profit - postage paid at Roanoke,
IL 61561, and additional offices. The subscription
rate is a donation. Send zip number with address. Re
member to send changes of address. Send both old
and new addresses (with both zips). Postmaster send
address changes to:

The Silver Lining
1389 County Road 1600 N

Roanoke, IL 61561



February 2010

"For here have we no
continuing city, but
we seek one to come"

(Heb 13:14)
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Writings based
on God's Word
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In a world that is full of sorrow, heart
ache, and oppression, it is a great bless
ing to live in nations that permit a
measure of freedom. For example, in
the United States, we enjoy the constitu
tionally-protected right to worship. We
enjoy freedom of speech and freedom
of assembly. The Declaration of Inde
pendence proclaims that we are "en
dowed by our Creator with certain
unalienable Rights ... that among these
are Life, Liberty and the pursuit ofHap
piness." Kept in an eternal perspective,
these rights are a blessing and provide
us with great opportunity to serve God
in a mighty way. Viewed from an
earthly perspective, they can be decep
tive and confusing.

What is Life? What brings Happi
ness, and how do we define it? What is
Liberty? The popular notions of these
things often sound attractive. "You only
go around once in life ... go for the
gusto!" "It's a free country. As long as
you aren't hurting someone, do as you
please." "Money can't buy happiness,
but it sure helps!" The Bible has much
to say about these grand concepts - of
ten contrary to the popular perception.
While a believer may not succumb to
such blatantly false attitudes, it is easy to
justify oneself, calling the pursuit of fi
nancial security, "prudent," or glorify
ing an excessive desire to accumulate
wealth, "a strong work ethic," etc.
Jesus teaches us that money isn't

happiness, and that the anxious pursuit
of success is fruitless and an indicator of
a lack of faith. Perhaps His instruction
to, "Take no thought for your life.. "
seems extreme. However, if our trust is
in Him, we can first seek His Kingdom
and trust Him to provide all our needs.
"Ye cannot serve God and mammon
(greed). Therefore I say unto you, Take
no thoughtfor your /ife, ... saying, What
shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or,
Wherewithal shall we be clothed? (For
after all these things do the Gentiles (un
believers) seek:) for your heavenly Fa
ther knoweth that ye have need of all
these things. But seek ye first the king
dom of God, and his righteousness; and
all these things shall be added unto you.

Take therefore no thought for the mor
row: for the morrow shall take thoughtfor
the things of itself" (Matt. 6:24-34).

Isaiah warns us that life is not about ac
cumulating wealth and riches. "Woe unto
them that join house to house, that lay
field to field, till there be no place, that
they may be placed alone in the midst of
the earth!" (Is. 5:8).

Again Jesus reminds us that it is of
much more importance to be rich unto
God. "But God said unto him, Thou fool,
this night thy soul shall be required of
thee: then whose shall those things be,
which thou hast provided? So is he that
layeth up treasure for himself, and is not
rich toward God" (Luke 12:20-21).

Paul writes that liberty is not to be
thought of as freedom to do as we please
in this world, but rather as freedom from
corruption. "For I reckon that the suffer
ings of this present time are not worthy to
be compared with the glory which shall be
revealed in us ..., Because the creature it
self also shall be deliveredfrom the bond
age of corruption into the glorious liberty
of the children of God" (Rom. 8:18-21).

Peter teaches us that liberty should not
be used as an excuse to mistreat others, or
disobey laws. "Submit yourselves to ev
ery ordinance of man for the Lord's sake:
whether it be to the king, as supreme; Or
unto governors, as unto them that are sent
by him for the punishment of evildoers,
andfor thepraise of them that do well. For
so is the will of God, that with well doing
ye may put to silence the ignorance of
foolish men: As free, and not using your
liberty for a cloke of maliciousness, but as
the servants of God" (1 Pet. 2:13-16).
The prophet Isaiah asks why we would

settle for the deceptive false happiness of
the world, thinking that somehow we can
buy it. Years before Jesus came, Isaiah
prophesied of the true bread from
heaven, and the satisfaction that serving
Jesus brings. "Ho, every one that
thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he
that hath no money; come ye, buy, and
eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without
money and without price. Wherefore do
ye spend money for that which is not
bread, and your labour for that which
satisfieth not? .... Incline your ear, and
come unto me: hear, and your soul shall

live; and I will make an everlasting cove
nant with you, even the sure mercies of
David" (Is. 55:1-3).

Are your thoughts, your time, your
heart consumed with the pursuit of
"happiness" on this earth? Have you
convinced yourself that providing luxu
ries for your family is more important
than serving Jesus? Have you confused
"wants" with "needs?" Have you per
mitted the philosophy of this world to
convince you that political activism is
necessary to preserve liberty? Have you
allowed your heart to become troubled
by the events of our time and drawn into
the rhetoric and bashing of governmen
tal authorities flooding the media? Je
sus said, "Peace I leave with you, my
peace I give unto you: not as the world
giveth, give I unto you, Let not your
heart be troubled, neither let it be
afraid" (John 14:27).

Is your heart in the counterfeit free
doms and temporary happiness of this
life ... or do you live as a pilgrim with no
roots on this earth? Do you feel like a
foreigner in your own country? "These
all died in faith, not having received the
promises, but having seen them afar off,
and were persuaded of them, and em
braced them, and confessed that they
were strangers and pilgrims on the
earth. For they that say such things de
clare plainly that they seek a coun
try...they desire a better country, that is,
an heavenly: wherefore God is not
ashamed to be called their God: for he
hath prepared for them a city" (Heb.
11:13-16).
Let's follow Jesus out of the camp of

the popular culture, avoiding the politi
cal turmoil that only brings hope for this
life, rejecting the pursuit of riches which
mires us in many deceitful and foolish
lusts, bearing His reproach - as we share
joyfully the living hope and real trea
sures that we have within us because of
His shed blood. "Wherefore Jesus also,
that he might sanctify the people with his
own blood, suffered without the gate.
Let us go forth therefore unto him with
out the camp, bearing his reproach. For
here have we no continuing city, but we
seek one to come" (Heb. 13:12-14).

An editorial committee of elder brothers is preparing articles for this section of the Silver Lining to address some of the special needs of our times.
Suggestions for subjects are welcome and can be sent to:

Silver Lining Editorials, 1377 County Rd 1600 N, Roanoke, IL 61561 or by e-mail to cleman@mtco.com
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...The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few; Pray ye therefore the
Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest. Matthew 9 37-38

Giving the Word
The fields are ripe for harvest and

laborers are needed. Distribu
tion of the Scriptures is one of the
greatest joys we have as Christians.
In addition to our next door neigh
bors that need to hear the Word,
there are millions of foreigners
living in the U.S. who have never
owned a Bible in their life. Faith
comes by hearing, and hearing by
the Word of God. Offering Bibles
to a lost world is an opportunity to
show the love of God.

Thirst for the Truth
Whoever drinks of the water that I
shall give him shall never thirst, but
the water that I shall give him shall
be in him a well ofwater springing
up into everlasting life. John 4: 14

Without Christ, there is a great
emptiness in the soul and a con
tinual thirst to fill that void. The
water which Jesus gives truly satis
fies. Not only do His benefits fill the
heart, but they run over. They are
like a bubbling fountain, constantly
overflowing, in this life and in eter
nity as well.

Distribution opportunities
A semi-truck load of Bibles is
distributed each year by our broth
erhood. Last year around 60,000
Bibles were distributed. Many of
the Bibles were distributed in health
care facilities, college campuses,
truck stops, restaurants, gas stations,
retirement homes, motels and busi
nesses. Bibles are also sent to Haiti,
Jamaica, Mexico, Eastern Europe
and many other countries that are
served by World Reliefand the Mis
sion Committees.
Another opportunity for Bible dis

tribution is prison ministry. Those

that get out of prison then have the
opportunity to use the Word ofGod
effectively in their lives and the lives
of their families. This ministry pro
vides an opportunity for our church
brethren to share Jesus Christ with
those who have great needs and
whose only hope is God.

God's Perfect Plan
of Salvation tract
Anew tract is available
for free from AC Pub-
1 ications and could be
included in Bibles that
are distributed as they
condense the "plan of
Salvation" from the Bi
ble for one who might
not be very familiar
with the Bible.

Bibles and books available
Bibles, Study Bibles, concordances,
Bible dictionaries, Bible story
books, Bible on CD, large print
Bibles and large family Bibles are
available. We offer Bibles in Eng
lish, Spanish, and Creole. When
we consider a gift for someone, we
have the special privilege of sharing
the Word of God.
For a complete list ofBibles avail

able, see the Mission Committee
website at www.acmission.org.

Developing relationships
The placement of the Word is just
one step in the process ofdelivering
the Truth to a troubled world. Just
handing someone a Bible may still
leave them far behind. We should
be willing to take the time to build
a relationship with people who have
an interest.
If we use the opportunity to dis

cuss the Word and disciple others, it
will bless them, and it can also help

www.acmission.org

us appreciate the Word more our
selves. When we become involved
in humble service for others, we find
a greater motivation to diligence in
our own devotions, Bible reading
and obedience.

Thank you
Every Godly humble life is the most
effective distribution of the Word.
The continued faithfulness of our
Brotherhood is greatly appreciated.
There could be no Bible Distribu
tion without your support. Thank
you for your prayers and participa
tion in this important work.

How to be involved?
It is important for each church to
have a local contact person to coor
dinate the Bible distribution efforts
and consolidate group orders to
reduce shipping costs. This person
can maintain an inventory locally
and keep everyone informed as to
what is available in your church.
Ifyour church has a local program

to distribute Bibles to make them
available for those that have a need,
there is no charge for the Bibles.
For more information see the Bible
Distribution pages on the Mission
Committee website or contact Jerry
Drayer or Keith Baumgartner to set
up the program for your church. See
contact information below.

Bible Distribution Office
Bluffton, IN
(260) 824-5587 phone & fax
bibledist@adamswells.com

Jerry Drayer
(260) 565-3549 home
(260) 241-7845 cell

Keith Baumgartner
(260) 824-1879 home
(260) 307-6068 cell
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As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men,
especially unto them who are of the household of faith. Galatians 6:10

I

The Navajo Nation
Within the borders of our own

country, there exists a nation
of Native Americans known as the
Navajo. Numbering close to three
hundred thousand, approximately
sixty percent of this population lives
within the geographical boundaries
of their nation. The geographical
heart of this nation is centered in the
"four comers" area of the Southwest
where the states ofColorado, Utah,
New Mexico and Arizona meet. The
land area is slightly larger than the
state of West Virginia. Although
rich in the natural beauty of the high
desert, this area is void of valuable
natural resources such as coal, oil
or copper. Even water is a difficult
natural resource to obtain.

A people in need of prayer
The Navajo nation is a people in
despair. Few jobs are available on
the reservation and unemployment
runs close to sixty percent. Living
conditions are poor with many
homes having no running water or
electricity - some with dirt floors.
An average Navajo family lives on a
meal oftortillas and potatoes - three
times a day. Sixty-seven percent
of the population earns less than
$3,000.00 a year. Alcohol and drug
abuse are common, leading to other
family problems.
Traditional Navajo religion does

not recognize a supreme being.
There are multiple gods and all
people, plants, animals, mountains,
rivers and wind are relatives. The
practices of Medicine Men are
used for healing. In some Native
American religions, Peyote, a hal
lucinogen similar to LSD is used
in their rituals as a way to achieve
more intimate communication with

their gods. It is apparent that Satan
has a full offering of false religions,
but praise be to God, there are some
who have heard the true Gospel
message and embrace the teachings
of the Lord Jesus Christ. There are
believers who love the Lord, love
His Word and seek to live a life
dedicated to serving Him and those
in need around them.

Providing material aid
For more than twenty-five years,
World Relief has been providing
material aid to the Navajo. Begin
ning in 1982, Bro. Nick Knobloch
made contact with an ordained
Baptist minister by the name of
Austin Toledo. A Navajo, Mr. To
ledo was serving the poor of his
community while presenting the
Gospel message. Annual shipments
of com, food and clothing where
made in time for distribution during
the Christmas season. Individual
packages were delivered to needy
families. Each package included a
scripture message pointing souls to
the true Provider.

Through the years, material aid
shipments have continued. Fre
quency of shipments has increased
to three or four times a year. In ad
dition to basic food and clothing,
shipments now include Navajo
Language Bibles, school and health
kits, blankets and other needed
items. In 2000, a 42 'x82' warehouse
building was built by World Relief
on the grounds ofwhat is now called
Trinity Bible Church.

In 2007 World Relief provided
funds to purchase thirty wood
burning stoves to be used for heat
ing and cooking. In addition to the
stove, each recipient also received
a cord of firewood and a load of
coal. Stoves were installed by vol-

www.acworldrelief.org

unteers from the local church who
took advantage of the opportunity to
present the Gospel message.

Showing Christ's love
Today, Mr. Toledo is well beyond
the "three score and ten years" and
the work of helping the poor and
spreading the Gospel has passed on
to the next generation. Mr. Toledo's
daughter, Fran, and her husband,
Bobby George, now have respon
sibility in the mission begun by her
father. They have set up an organi
zation very similar to World Relief,
called Trinity Family Services.

Working under the direction of
their church, Trinity Family Ser
vices is the organization through
which they offer humanitarian aid.
Every act of aid is an opportunity
to present the love of Jesus Christ
and the Gospel message of salva
tion through Him. By showing love
and compassion to those in need,
Christ's love is reflected and hearts
are moved to inquire. Through this
avenue, souls are lead to the source
of true hope, not only for this life,
but for eternity.

In July of 2009, a group of
brothers on the USA Committee
of World Relief spent a day with
Mr. & Mrs. Toledo, Bobby and
Fran George and members of their
board of directors. It was a blessed
day, feeling the presence of God's
Spirit, as they shared with us events
of the past and their vision for the
future. Their faith in God and their
loving concern for the physical and
spiritual needs ofthose around them
provided great inspiration.

Truly, "God is no respecter of
persons, but in every nation, him
thatfeareth him and worketh righ
teousness is accepted with him."
Acts I 0: 34-35
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APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN
HOME FOR THE
HANDICAPPED

"We give thanks to God always for
you all, making mention ofyou in our
prayers; rememberingwithout ceasing
yourworkoffaith, and laboroflove .. . "

I Thessalonians 1:2-3

The holiday season is past andwe're
so very thankful for all those who came
and helped out in anywaywithmaking
the holidays special.

Oakwood:
Residents and staffhad awonderful

Christmas party onDecember 14, com
plete with food, songs, gifts and a visit
from a special guest. We were touched
by the gift of song as many different
groups came to carol. Also, MANYpeo
ple sent us gifts thisyear - familymem
bers andmany different churches gave
us gifts and money- we are humbled
and grateful.

On December 1 the CILAs had their
Christmas Party with special guest ap
pearances. On that same night, Timber
Ridge Resident Council had a special
Christmas dinneratAvanti's inPekin.

Rightsizing Update: Remodeling of
the Polk CILAhas come alongwell and
we are awaiting some inspections, ap
provals and of course paperwork, be
fore the four gentlemen are able to
move in. Please continue to pray for a
smooth transition forall involvedinthe
process.

"To every thing there is a season,
and a time to every purpose under
heaven:"

Eccles. 3:1

There have been so many changes
these last few months with the "Right
sizing" moves; we sometimes question
"Is this the right thingto do or the right
timeto do it?" But Godhas continuedto
help us move forward in every aspect of
the project. We need to continue to
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trust that God's timing is perfect.
Changes are always hard at first, but
with time everyone seems to adjust.
The secret to peace with God is to dis
cover, accept and appreciate God's per
fect timing.

"All things bright and beautiful,
all creatures great and small;
all things wise and wonderful,
the Lord God made them all."

Winter is nearly over and spring is
right around the corner. As winter
brings snow to cover the dreary land
scape, so shall spring bring sunshine
and rain to make a beautiful landscape
of tulips, azaleas, crocus and many
other flowers.

Who but God can:
Sprout new buds on trees that have

been bare for months?
Create the wind so that we can fly

kites?
Allowtiny seeds to grow into beauti

ful flowers in the Spring?
Show the birds the way back

"home" so that we may enjoy their
songs?

Make the grass greenandgrowafter
being dormant for so long?

Create the laughter of children,
young and old, as they play outside?

Allowus to have sunnywarmer days
after a long cold winter?

Please visit our website www.achh.
org to learnmore about us, viewjob op
portunities, current events andways to
help.

GATEWAY WOODS
APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN

CHILDREN'S HOME
Jan Baumgartner

In prayerfully considering doing
anyChristianministry, whether that is
being a houseparent for troubled chil
dren, fostering children, adopting chil
dren or any other ministry, consider
the following story about boaters.

"Three boaters were docked next to
each other at a marina. The owner of
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the first boat was content to sit in his
boat at the dock and enjoy the sea
breezes andgentle lappingofthewater.
He waved to passingboaters and made
small talkwith his neighbors. He called
his boat "The Tranquility" and left the
dock only twice during the summer.

The next man leaped onto the deck,
fired up the engine, and headed out to
sea. He enjoyed the spray of the water
and wind blowing through his hair. He
waved cheerilyto his fellowboaters. He
call his boat," Fair Weather". Funny
thing about him, he always made cer
tain that he kept the shore in sight. If
thewaves built up or dark clouds began
to gather, he hurried to the dock. Let a
fog start to roll in and he was back-in
spite of having the latest equipment.

The third boat owner would rather
be out to sea than anywhere. He never
bothered to check a weather report,
and an approaching storm excited him.
He seemed happiest behind the wheel
with the waves crashing and the wind
howling. He and his boat had been
through a lot together. He called his
boat "WaveDancer" and he knewwhat
it could do. Storms did not frighten
him.

When it comes to the life of faith,
some believers don't trust enough to
even cast off from the dock. They stay
where it's safe andsecure. Othersmake
quick little jaunts out into the deeper
waters of Christian experience, but
they scamper back as soon as things
start getting a little tough. Still others
go out on the rough seas of life with
Christ the Pilot. They know by experi
ence that He will not leave them, and
thatHekeeps everyoneofHispromises
ofHisWord. They trust Himwhen the
storm blows hardest." (source un
known)

Which boater are you? Do you com
pletely trust Christ as your Pilot in
steppingout ofyourcomfort zone into a
Christian ministry?

NEWS:
- We rejoiced with Bro. Dustin and

Sis. Mandy Hodel as they celebrated
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the birth of their daughter, Josie Mae,
onJanuary 19.Josieweighed6lbs. 7 oz.
and was 20 inches long. Praise God for
new life!

- We are thankful to announce the
hiring of Sis. Olivia Wuthrich
(Roanoke) as our new Foster Care Sec
retary. We are thankful for the growth
our Foster Care Program has experi
enced and that Sis. Olivia can be a part
ofit. Please continue to pray for her as
she adjusts to themanynewopportuni
ties in her life.

- Bro. Joel Stickling (Peoria) will be
comingtoGatewayWoods this summer
to serve as the Volunteer Coordinator.
Bro. Joel was with us last summer as a
school internandwe are excitedto have
himback. Lookformore information in
the springabout our summervolunteer
program.

-Bro. BenGerber (Leo) will bework
ing as the school intern this summer.
Bro. Ben is an elementary education
major and will make a great addition to
the school. We are thankful for each of
our volunteers and interns as they
strive to make a difference in the lives
of troubled children and families.

- Praise God that He continues to
provide us with the right Staff. We cur
rently have one career position open at
Gateway Woods for an IL Adoption
Manager. Please see the notice in this
month's edition of The Silver Lining
for more information. We trust that
God will continue to provide us with
qualified, mature Brothers and Sisters
whowillbe able to serveHiminaminis
trythat is 'TurningLivesAround'. Per
haps this includes you!

- You are an important advocate to
help us spread the word about God's
work at Gateway Woods. Please con
tinue to lift us up in prayer, check our
website www.gatewaywoods.org often
for updates, andmake sure that you're
on ourmailing list. In an effort to be as
efficient as possible, we are gathering
as many email addresses as we can for
our E-Post. Please send a message to
mail@gatewaywoods.org.
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APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN
PRESCHOOL

Athens, Alabama
Sarah Hodel

Well, we're back in full swing after
having our Christmas break. January
has been pretty slow and quite frankly,
I amat a loss ofwhat towrite. Probably
our biggest news is that we had a snow
day! Keep in mind, this is not the kind
of snow day most of you are probably
used to. Some area schools decided to
close when it was forecasted, and we
hadn't even seen any snowyet! It sure
didn't last long though because a week
later the weather was nice enough to
play outside awhile. One little girl was
swinging as high as she could because
she said, "I'm going to touch the sky.
I'm going to touch God!"

Sometimeswehear somefunnycon
versations duringour day. One day, af
ter we had gotten back frombreak, one
little girl was thinking back to before
Christmas and the conversation went
something like this:

Girl: "Remember yesterday when
we did our Christmas play and I was
Mary?"

Teacher: "I sure do."
Girl: "Yeah, um, what was my last
name?"

Gotta love 'em!

ALABAMA, ATHENS
Louise Hall

Thanks somuch to ourvisitingmin-
isters we've had recently. Elder Bro.
Andy Stoller came for a weekend and
it's always nice to have him here. Also
we had Bro. Mark Wettstein (Sis. Ka
ren, Lacrosse, IN) and their family. We
truly appreciate all their efforts.

Our prayers go out to Sis. Joyce Ray
(Bro. Milton) as she has been sick for a
few weeks now. We look forward to
having her feeling better and back in
churchwithus. Ourhearts andprayers
also go out to Anna andJoey Hall (Bro.
Tim). Their grandpa, Harvey Nix,
tragically passed away andwe ache for
them. We pray that God carries them

7

through this time.
While there are reasons to mourn,

there are also reasons to rejoice. We
were excited to hear the wedding an
nouncement of our Bro. Matthew
Moore (Bro. Mike and Sis. Pam) to our
Sis. Kristy Schmidt (Bro. Rod and Sis.
Cindy) from Denver. We look forward
to getting to know Kristy and we pray
they look to the Lord for guidance as
theybegin thisjourney. We also rejoice
with Sis. Corrine Thomas as she has a
newgreat-granddaughter. Donnie and
Jennifer Bearden, along with big sis
ters, Kelsey and Mackenzie, welcome
home little Bailey Ray.

As everyone else is doing, we are
keepingHaiti in ourprayers. Weare es
pecially thankful to have Bro. Mike
Moorehome safely. Hewas on thework
team that was down there and we are
grateful for God's provision.

ARIZONA, PHOENIX
Heather Hinrichsen

God bless Bro. Willis Ehnle
(Peoria), Elder Bro. John Lehman
(Bern) and Bro. Brad Bauer (Tucson)
for sharing the Gospel with us this
month.

"Who comfortethus in all our tribu
lation, that we may be able to comfort
them which are in any trouble, by the
comfort wherewith we ourselves are
comforted of God."

II Corinthians 1:4

Those having surgery or spending
time in the hospital are Bro. Clarence
Beyer, Sis. LouAnnKlopfenstein, John
Greenbank and Sis. ShirleyMorhman.
We pray that the healing process will
begin quickly and they all can return to
our church fellowship.

Georgia Rose was born to Bro. Seth
andSis. BrandyBeer onJanuary 7. Her
grandparents are Bro. Steve and Sis.
ConnieBeer (Leo) andBro.JonandSis.
Wendy Schwab (Wolcott).

Ty Kieser (Bro. Wes and Sis. Lena,
Peoria) has moved here to further his
studies at Grand Canyon University.
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Wewelcome Tyback as his family lived
in Phoenix many years ago.

ARIZONA, PRESCOTT
Denise Steidinger

"Beloved, let us love one another:
for love is of God; and every one that
loveth is born of God, and knoweth
God. He that loveth not knoweth not
God; for God is love."

I John 4:7-8

Serving our congregation by
preaching the Word this past month
were Bros. Jim Meiss (Sis. Candy,
Phoenix), James Emch (Sis. Gina,
Phoenix), Greg Stoller (Sis. Jill, For
rest), Myron Knobloch (Sis. Beth,
Lester), Paul Kilgus (Sis. Carmen,
Fairbury), Keith Hinrichsen (Sis.
Tammy, Phoenix) and Paul
Schmidgall (Morris). It is a blessing to
have brothers willing to travel and
bring forth God's Word.

CALIFORNIA, ALTADENA
Daniel Luthi

Bro. Frank Sauder (Roanoke, IL)
was with us for New Year's Eve Ser
vices. Many thanks to him for being
willing to be with us, and for preaching
the Word.

We continue to pray for Bro. Clar
ence Graf as he recovers from his ill
ness. May he feel God's closeness and
healing hand on him as the days and
weeks go forward. We sure miss him at
church each week.

Our young group was blessed to be
able to travel to Phoenix,AZ, overNew
Year's weekend. It always is a blessed
time of being together, renewing
friendships, and getting spiritually re
focused. Thanks to the Phoenix young
group for inviting us, and for their ef
forts in putting the weekend activities
together. It was a blessing.
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CALIFORNIA, SAN DIEGO
Yasmin Koehl

Our New Year began joyously with
the arrival of Bro. Clint and Sis.
Rebecca Dotterer and their children,
Sophia, Noah andWill.Wewarmlywel
come them to the San Diego area as
they have, by faith, followed God's di
rection and relocated from Forrest, IL.
We look forward to now together striv
ing hand in hand, serving our Lord Je
sus Christ in obedience to His Word.
What an encouragement and answer to
prayer the Dotterer family has been to
our congregation! May the Lord's hand
continue to be upon them, that they
can feel His presence in theirmidst and
the love we feel for them all.

We were thankful to have Elder
Bro. Marvin and Sis. Nancy Dotterer
from Forrest, IL, as they came to help
their children settle in their newhome.
Our hearts and prayers are with them
as they bade farewell to their children.
What a comfort it is to have our faith
and to know that even though miles
may separate us, there will be a time
wherewe all share in the glorious realm
with Jesus above together and forever
ifwe remain faithful. We look forward
to their visits in the future. We hope
they can sense the love and apprecia
tion we hold for them as they share
their family with us. We pray God's
blessings upon Bro. Marvin for sharing
God's Word with us.

Bro. LarryWenninger and his wife,
Sis. Joyce (Latty, OH), assembled with
us, too. We extend our heartfelt thanks
to Bro. Larry for his labors of love on
our behalf as He expounded on the
Word of God.

As we enter a NewYear with the re
alization that we have 365 more oppor
tunities to serve our Lord more
faithfully, let us remember to encour
age one another to hold fast to theWord
ofGod, to pray for ourbrotherhood, our
Elder brethren, and do our part to up
hold this precious faith and brother
hood God has given us. Even though
the world around us continues to
change and Satan may seem fiercer
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than ever, we have the solid promise
that God's Word never changes. It's
only there that we can find true peace
and joy if we're willing to cling to the
entirety of the Word of God.

KITCHENER, ONTARIO
CANADA

Johanna Fortenbacher

"Suffer the little children to come
unto me, and forbid them not: for of
such is the kingdom of God."

Mark 10:14

Our 15 Sunday school children,
along with two much appreciated visi
tors, providedus with awonderful eve
ning December 12, 2009. We had a
wonderful opportunity to see these
children perform a Christmas pro
gram, singing and reciting Bible pas
sages about the comingofJesus Christ.

It was with joy and thankfulness
that we welcomed ministering broth
ers: Elder Bro. Bill Schlatter (Sis. Em
ily, Junction), Bro. Steve Pamer (Sis.
Arliss, Akron) and Bro. Jesse Bedolla
(Sis. Bonnie, Detroit). Thank you,
brothers, for your faithful service.

COLORADO,DENVER
Ann Gonglach

We're glad to have Bro. Eric and Sis.
MarcelHuberbackamongus after hav
ingbeen in Texas for the last 2 ½ years,
and we welcome them.

Bro. Ted, Sis. Andrea and Elise
Orcsik are moving to Canada where
Bro. Ted has found employment. We
will miss them and wish them God's
presence in their lives wherever He
leads them.

We appreciate Bro. Wayne Fehr
(Sis. Kathy, Portland, OR) ministering
to us.
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CONNECTICUT, ROCKVILLE
Laura Virkler
Bonnie Bahler

His love in time past forbids me to
think

He'll leave me at last in trouble to
sink;

Each sweet Ebenezer I have in review
Confirms His good pleasure to help

me quite through.
Zion's Harp #87, u.3

With such evidence of God's care
and protection in times past, the New
Year stretches out before us with the
promise that Hewill provide for the fu
ture. There is so much we can be
thankful for as we reflect on the past
year. After enjoying a blessed Christ
mas season of peace and the remem
brance of our Savior's birth, may each
of us approach the year ahead deter
mined to do our best.

It is so wonderful to see souls turn
away from the world and begin a walk
of repentance and conversion! We re
joicewith our friends, RobWidmer and
Margo Wheeler, as they begin a new
way of life.

Ourprayers andbestwishesgowith
Chris and Sis. Sue Moser as they make
their home in Roanoke, IL. After so
many years among us, they will be
missed, butwe trust that thismovewill
bring many blessings to them both as
well as those in the Roanoke area.

At Home, 'tis well! There God in ado
ration

Adorns each victor's brow with
wreath of gold.

All who believe and hope like those of
old

Sing praise and thanks in highest ex
ultation.
Zion's Harp #170, u. 4

For those who have been hospital
ized recently, including Bro. Ed
Luginbuhl (Sis. Alma) and Bro. Russ
Bahler, we extend our prayers for
God's healing hand to be upon them.
May God be with them as they go
through these times.
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Our dear Bro. Leon Schneider was
taken at last into eternity in the past
weeks. We are thankful for his victory,
and the peaceful anticipation he ex
pressedwhilewaitingto pass out ofthis
life. Our deepest sympathy goes out to
his dear wife, Sis. Martha, and their
children, Sis. Luella (Bro. Mark)
Hoffman (Vermont) and Sis. Virgene
Hany, as well as their grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and Bro. Leon's
sisters, Sis. MatildaOtt and Sis. Eunice
Schneider. May they all feel the love of
the brethren during this time of loss.
We also want to express our sympathy
and prayers to Bro. Wayne Schneider
(Sis. Maxine) for the passing of his
mother, Minnie Schneider Wesnieski.
Both ofthese family circles will remain
in our thoughts and prayers.

Note of Thanks:
We wish to express our heartfelt

thanks for the many prayers, visits,
phone calls, meals, cards and kind
deeds offered during Dad's recent ill
ness and now passing. May God bless
and reward each ofyou.

ThefamilyofBro. LeonSchneider,
Sis. Martha Schneider
Bro. Mark andSis. LuellaHoffman

and family
Bro. Pete and Sis. Jeanie Hany and

family

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
WASHINGTON
Henrietta Meyer

Our caretakers for the latter part of
December were Bro. Mike and Sis.
Donna Putt and family from
Francesville, IN. Sis. Doreen reports
the caretaker calendar for 2010 is al
most full. She still needs someone for
November and December. We like a
commitment ofat least three Sundays.

Visiting ministers this month were
Bro. Warren Schlatter (Sis. Cindy,
Junction, OH), Bro. Jerry Isch (Sis.
Linda, Philadelphia, PA), Bro. Don
Manz (Sis. Connie, Junction, OH) and
Bro. Chuck Kellenberger (Sis. Debbie,
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Elgin, IL). Other visitors this month
were from Rockville, CT.

In addition to keeping our shut-ins
in our thoughts and prayers, we are
also mindful of Bro. Phil Steffen, who
has been under the care of the physi
cian.

Directions in the Ministers' Book
are good for those coming from the
north orwest. For those comingup I-95
from south of DC or from the eastern
part of the area, you need to take
I-95/495 to Exit 28A (New Hampshire
Ave) for approx. 2 miles to Rt. 29
North. Go about 3 miles to Fairland
Road and follow the directions in the
Ministers' book.

IfyouareplanningtovisitWashing
ton, D.C. area for vacation or business,
please contact Bro. Joe and Sis. Holly
Bohart at jbohart@gmail.com or Sis.
Henrietta Meyer at (703) 904-8301 for
assistance and to let us know how
many to expect for Sunday services. If
youwould like to get together onSatur
day evening, please let us know that as
well. Wewouldbe happy to have an eve
ning of fellowship and/or singing.

FLORIDA
FORT LAUDERDALE

Renee Mangold
We were thankful to have with us

visiting Bro. Steve Baner (Sis.
Donnalou, Gridley, IL) and Bro.
Dwight Stoller (Sis. Lori, Latty, OH)
this past month. We pray for God's
blessings on those that serve Him so
faithfully.

Bro. Ed Gerber was in the hospital
foraweekand is nowrehabilitatingina
nursinghome inFt. Lauderdale. Sis. Vi
Gerber took a fall andwas hospitalized
overnight, but is nowback at home. We
pray that God would keep His healing
hands upon them.

Sis. Sally Gress had knee replace
ment surgery this month and is home
and hopes to rejoin us soon in fellow
shipping. Our prayers for a full and
quick recovery are with her.

Congratulations to Bro. Rod and
Sis. Sally Gress on the birth of their
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first granddaughter (sonBenjaminand
wife Amy Gress of Houston, TX).

We are nowgathering in our remod
eled church. It turned out beautifully
with the love and effort ofmany breth
ren. Whether we are in a humble or
grandbuilding, we are thankful to have
a place to worship and to feel the pres
ence of God with us wherever we
gather.

FLORIDA
NORTH FORT MYERS

Victor Beer
Our southwest Florida is really en

joying a sweep of wonderful warm
weather, afterjust coming through the
coldest period in 100 years. Vegetable
crops about to be harvestedwere wiped
out, as well as severe freezing to ba
nanas, mangoes, papaya, and many
other tropical trees and plants. Fortu
nately, the citrus crop was not dam
aged much, which our area depends on
somewhat.

The good news is that the winter
timehomeowners and othervisitors for
short visits has increased our church
fellowship greatly. We were blessed re
centlywhenElderBro. MarkBahr (Sis.
Bev, Detroit, MI) came to worshipwith
us. Our own Bro. Marvin Steffen and
Bro. Carroll Gerber have been holding
mid-week services at the Best Western
Motel in Naples for those that live that
far south.

Our thoughts, Christian love, and
best wishes go to our brethren in Ft.
Lauderdale inthe re-dedicationoftheir
church and facilities. Elder Bro. Earl
Ringger, Bro. Roger Sauder and Bro.
Mike Hohulin, with their congregation
and the manyvisitors rejoiced in God's
blessings at such a time as this.

Weareveryglad to hearthat our Sis.
Beth Mott (Bro. Denny) is recuperat
ing and able to exercise some since her
hip replacement. She is glad to haveher
daughter, Sis. Laura Wiegand, to be a
nurse to her. Southwest Florida is
blessed to have some of the very best
surgeons for limb repair, etc.
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FLORIDA, SARASOTA
DiAnne Brown

Greetings! The flu came to visit our
familyover Christmasbreak like anun
welcome guest we thought would never
leave. It keptme frommanythings Ien
joy, especially sending you news of our
Sarasota congregation. It's nice to
'visit' with you all again.

Haiti must surely be upon all our
hearts in recent days. It's a source of
hope to read news of the ACWorld Re
lief efforts. The speed and strength
with which they have responded to the
catastrophe; and steadfastness with
which the effort will continue in
months and years to come is nothing
short of amazing. Where could a more
secure contribution be made with such
certainty that it will be put to the best
and highest use possible? What a com
fort to the donors ... and the people of
Haiti.

It's January and our church
runneth over. What joy to hear the
church buzz like a beehive as old
friends reunite and new ones get ac
quainted. We really enjoy meeting all
the visitors and friends who include us
in their winter travels. Our pulpit has
been full, too, and we thank the broth
ers who give so freely ofthemselves for
our benefit and for the relief it offers
our own dearministeringbrothers. Re
cent visiting ministers have included
Bro. Nelson Beer (Milford, IN); Bro.
Ron Steiner (Sis. Ruth, Rittman, OH);
Bro. Dennis Rassi (Sis. Diane, Austin,
TX); Bro. Clint Schmidt (Sis.
Magdalena, Winthrop, MN); Bro. Paul
Schmidgall (Sis. Shawn, Morris, MN);
Bro. Richard Gramm (Sis. Samantha,
South Bend, IN); Elder Bro. Wayne
Banwart (Sis. Charlen, Champaign,
IL); Bro. Ted Hirstein (Sis. Joyce, Mor
ton, IL); Bro. Dan Stoller (Sis. Debra,
Remington, IN).

Sunday School is preparing for the
Annual Sunday School Auction to be
held on February 13. It is one of the
most exciting days of the year as the
brethren, friends and students all come
together to make anotheryear oflearn-
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ingabout Godpossible. The generosity
of the brethren and friends is over
whelming - in the donation, bidding
and the contributions for the Silent
Auction and Chili & Pie Lunch. The
teachers and children work hard to
prepare andmake the dayabigsuccess,
too. Thanks to all.

Grace Koehl is recoveringwell from
her surgery and it's nice to have her
back in Sunday school. We continue to
pray for Sis. Marie (Bro. Art) Keller as
she struggles with her recovery from
recent hip replacement surgery. She
has returned to Venice Hospital and
would welcome your word of encour
agement.

Our Annual Business meeting was
held on January 13. Those called to
serve include Bro. Mark (Sis. Tricia)
Koehl - Trustee; Bro. Mike (Sis.
Jeanette) Siladie - Treasurer; Bro.
TimmKaeb-Sunday School teacher;
Bro. Aaron (Sis. Kim) Ott - Asst.
Sunday School teacher; Sis. VeraMar
tin - Sunday School teacher; Sis. Kim
Ott and Sis. Emily Koehl as Substitute
Sunday School teachers; Bro. Art (Sis.
Marie) Keller will serve on the Ceme
tery Committee and as Usher. Bro.
Larry (Sis. DiAnne) Brown replaces
Bro. George (Sis. Betty) Siladie as
HeadUsher, withBro. George continu
ingasUsher. Sis. EldaMartin replaces
Sis. Deborah Sauder on the Kitchen
Committee.

February is the month of 'Love'.
Mayyou findyourselfsecure in the love
ofJesus and willing to share that love
with those around you.

GEORGIA, ATLANTA
We had some very heartrending

events this month.
Bro. John Brewer Sr. fell off a roof,

leaving him with a few fractured ribs
and a concussion. Our prayers arewith
him and Sis. Mary, as they work
through the healing process. They are
so special to us, and we pray that Bro.
John will heal quickly!

Bringing both joy and pain, Bro.
Jerry Schumacher from Roanoke
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quickly went to the throne of the Lord
suddenly and unexpectedly. Our
prayers are especially around his wife,
Sis. Jane, and his children: Sis. Jill
(Bro. Steve) Aeschleman (Roanoke),
Sis. Julie (Bro. Rich) Lindberg (At
lanta), Bro. Jeff (Sis. Tina)
Schumacher (Leo), Jim (Lynn)
Schumacher (Wisconsin), and Joan
(C.L.) Sizelove (Columbus, GA). We
grieve with his family, but rejoice in
knowinghe no longer has any pain, but
instead is in thepresence ofourSaviour
this very day! May Bro. Jerry's wife,
children, and grandchildren truly feel
the Solid Rock as they experience the
reality of the place left empty by their
dearhusband, father, orgrandfather.

We were blessed to have Bro. Tim
Hohulin (Sis. Cathy, Roanoke, IL) min
ister to us this month. May the Lord
bless you for your sincere dedication to
Him.

ILLINOIS, BELVIDERE
Doreen Moser
Jenn Johnson

FRETNOT....
Celebrating Christmas and the

birth andwonder ofJESUS should cer
tainly cause us to Fret Not ...We all
seemto get so caughtup in the rushand
stress ofthe season thatwe forgetwhat
is earthly andwhat is eternal. Ifwe are
attending to the things that are eter
nal, surely we will fret not.

TRUST IN THE LORD...
Sis. Shayla Steffen (Bro. Jordan)

has been in and out ofthe hospital and
hashadsurgery. Placingallhertrustin
the Lord has brought her home safely
andhopefully onthe roadto recovery.

DELIGHT THYSELF....
Working together as a church on a

World Reliefproject makes the project
much more ofa delight to work on. We
enjoyed a meal together after the work
projects.

Our monthly singing was held at
Gary and Sis. Doreen Moser's this
month. Raising our voices in song not
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only brings delight to those who gather
together to sing, but hopefully is a de
light to the Lord.

COMMIT THYWAY...
Karl Braun and Aubrey Schock

(Bro. Ted and Sis. Heidi) have ex
pressed peace and are looking forward
to being baptized. There certainly is
no greater commitment thanto live our
lives for the Lord.

REST IN THE LORD...
As a New Year is almost a month

old, resting in the Lord will certainly
keep us on the path for 2010.

(Psalm 37)

ILLINOIS
BLOOMINGTON-NORMAL

Alissa Kieser
Jacki Masters

Imagine the sight the shepherds
must have seen when the angels blew
themawaywith praise andworship an
nouncing the birth ofJesus. As amaz
ing as that was, the little baby is now
sitting in His rightful place on the
Throne as King of Kings and Lord of
Lords. That announcement ofthe first
Christmaswas simplyadress rehearsal
for what is to come. For you see, some
day, all ofuswill see this victorious Sav
iour in all of His risen glory.

He invites us to share in the glories
of Heaven with Him, if we would just
come to Him humbly, just as He came
to us humbly in that manger, and give
our lives to Him just has He gave His
life for us.

These were just a few words pro
claimed by our children at our Sunday
School Christmas program entitled
"The Cradle, the Cross, and the
Crown". Oh what a blessing it was to
hear the children tell the story of our
Savior's birth, death, and glorious res
urrection.

Our church has a birth announce
ment of our own to proclaim this
month. Bro. Rocky and Sis. Sharon
O'shea, along with proud brothers,
Rocky and Dayn, are excited to wel
come Anya Noelle, born January 3.
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Grandparents are Bro. Tom and Sis.
Jean O'shea (Chicago, IL), and Bro.
Dave and Sis. Wilma Kieser.

We are excited towelcome a fewnew
faces to our congregation. Bro. Ken
Lindoerfer recently moved here from
Elgin, IL. Sis. Leah Gerber also re
cently moved here from Bluffton, IN.

We were thankful to have two visit
ing ministers with us this past month.
Bro.Tim Hohulin (Roanoke, IL), and
Bro. Richard Gramm (South Bend,
IN).

ILLINOIS, BRADFORD
Philip and Donna Nenadov

"They that trust in the LORD shall
be as mount Zion, which cannot be re
moved, but abideth for ever."

Psalm 125:1

Our hospital patients this past
month were Bro. Jack Knobloch (Sis.
Nancy), Kent Wagenbach (Bro. Kevin
and Sis. Sara), Bro. Ken Dietz (Sis.
Mardell), Sis. Esther Streitmatter, and
Sis. Vi Elsasser. May the Lord give
strength and courage to each one dur
ingtheirtime ofneedandphysical heal
ing.

Visitingbrotherswhobrought forth
the Word this month were Bros. Matt
Steffen (Sis. Deanna, Princeville), Glen
Braker (Sis. Audrey), andWillis Ehnle
(Sis. Lois, Peoria). May the Lord bless
them for their labors of love.

BreckenWilliamwas born on Janu
ary 11 to Chad and Jessie Pyles.
Breckan's siblings are Gavin,
Reghann, Madilyn, and Jordyn.
Grandparents are Bro. Dennis and Sis.
Becky Pyles and Donna Dennis of
Henry. We wish them God's blessing
on their new addition.

We held our elections for Trustee
and usher this past month. Bro. Keith
Kellenberger (Sis. Ida) replaced Bro.
Weston Stahl (Sis. Jill) as trustee, and
Bro. Brandon Gudeman (Sis. Sarah)
replaced Bro. Bill Stahl (Sis. Kristal) as
usher. We wish thank these brothers
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for the service and lend our support to
the new ones coming in.

Godbewithyou 'tilwemeet again.

ILLINOIS, CHAMPAIGN
Jackie Eisenmann

Greetings from Champaign-Ur
bana! We have been blessed this past
monthbyhavingthe opportunity to lis
ten to the recordings from the Brother
hoodGeneral Conference thatwas held
in Tremont this past August. It has
been a blessing to listen to the exhorta
tions and encouragements given to us
fromourElder Brothers. MayGod con
tinue to bless our dear Elder Brothers
forthe love theyhave for our church!

Sunday, December 27, Elder Bro.
Ben Wiegand (Philadelphia, PA) and
Bro. John Wiegand (Silverton, OR)
were both with us. We thank them for
their willingness to be used of God by
bringing forth His Gospel! We are al
ways thankful to have them come back
home to Champaign! May they con
tinue to feel God's nearness in their
ministries.

Sunday, January 10, Elder Bro. Ron
Messner (Washington, IL) was with us
and blessed us by his service from the
pulpit. We are always gladwhen he and
Sis. Pamcometo visit their familyhere.
Thank you for your willingness, Bro.
Ron.

This past month our Bro. Mark and
Sis. Ashley Sauder have had the sorrow
of losing Mark's grandmother. May
God give them comfort that only He
can give. A dear grandmother holds a
precious spot in all our hearts.

ILLINOIS, CHICAGO
Julie Eisenmann

There were several visiting minis
ters this month. We thank Elder Bro.
Paul Messner (Winthrop, MN) and
Bro. Ken Schneider (Remington, IN)
for their services. We are also grateful
that Elder Bros. Jon Kokanovich
(Phoenix, AZ), Jay Luthi
(Lamont-Gridley, KS), Don Braker
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(Kansas City, MO), Bill Schlatter
(Junction, OH) and Kevin Ryan
(Rockville, CT) were able to join us for
our Wednesday services while they
were here for Elder Forums. May God
bless all that were willing to serve our
church.

After hearing of our loved ones
struggling in Haiti, we lift them up in
prayer, hoping that theywill feel God's
nearness and faithfulness. Isaiah 54: 10
- "For the mountains shall depart, and
the hills be removed; but my kindness
shall not depart from thee, neither
shall the covenant of my peace be re
moved, saith the LORD that hath
mercy on thee."

Our prayers also go with Yoshanny
and Schandy Cordero (Arido and Sis.
Katrina), as they are currently in the
Dominican Republic, with their aunts
and uncles.

We are rejoicing with Karen and
Dennis Labadie, whose son, Corey, ar
rivedhome safely fromAfghanistan for
a two week leave. May they feel God's
nearness as they spend some time to
gether.

As Sis. Gladys Fisher mourns the
loss of her brother, Bro. Walter
Wittmer (Morton), we pray that God
wouldwrapHis lovingarmsaroundher
in this time of grieving. May God also
provide comfort to Bro. Mark and Sis.
Laura Lindberg in the loss of Bro.
Mark's grandfather, Bro. Gerald
Schumacher (Roanoke).

On December 23, Venny Cordero
was born to Aridio and Sis. Katrina,
and welcomed by his siblings, Yirenny,
Zahony, Schandy, and Yoshanny.
Venny's grandparents areBro. Jimand
Sis. Kathy Schlatter.

We brought in the New Year with
our evening service followed by fellow
ship, singing and snack. We have so
much to be thankful for aswe begin the
New Year.

It is such a joy to watch our church
grow. We welcome Sis. Brittany Kiefer
(Gridley) as she fulfills a 10-week in
ternship downtown. We are also de
lighted to have Bro. Daniel and Sis.
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Kasey Messner and their daughter,
Alea, backas theyreturn fromSwitzer
land.

ILLINOIS, CISSNA PARK
Vickie Maul
Marilyn Maul

Children are indeed agift fromGod.
Bro. Arlyn and Sis. LaNae Rudin wel
come a precious granddaughter, Melia
Renee Leman, born to Bro. Tim and
Sis. Traci (Eureka, IL).

We were saddened by the passing of
our dear Sis. Louise (Drayer) Manz on
January 2. Our sympathy and prayers
arewithher family. Survivingchildren
include Bill (Judie) Drayer of Cissna
Park, Samuel (Anne) Drayer Jr. of
Rankin, and Wayne (Gloria) Drayer of
Fairbury, Helen (Elmer) Burgett of
Goodwine, EdnaMartin ofPrinceville,
Velma (Wayne) Ekhoff of Crescent
City, Mabel (Phil) Evans ofWhite, GA,
and Randall Verkler of Cissna Park.
Ministers assisting with her funeral
were Elder Bro. Bill Schlatter (Junc
tion), Bro. Glen Braker (Princeville),
Bro. Jaye Rinkenberger (Goodfield)
and retired Bro. Frederick Knapp
(Congerville).

Also joining us this month were
ministering Bros. Les Kaeb
(Francesville), Don Sinn (Silverton)
and Tom Waldbeser (Atlanta). May
God reward each of these Brothers for
lending themselves as servants in the
Lord's vineyard.

Our annual church business meet
ing was held January 6. We extend a
thank you to the Brothers and Sisters
whodiligently servedand devoted their
time to our church. We lend our sup
port to the Brothers who have been
chosen to fulfill their new duties: Bro.
Max Kaeb (Sunday school), Bro.
HartzellKaeb (Trustee), andBro. John
Fehr (Fellowship Hall).

We extend a special thanks to Sis.
Janie Waldbeser for her three years of
writing the Silver Lining.

Wewere blessed to hear our Sunday
school children bringus the Christmas
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story through song and verse at our
Christmas Program. May the teachers
and students receive a special blessing
for their efforts.

Wewant to remember Sis. Veronica
Kaufmann who was hospitalized this
month. We trust Godwill add His heal
ing touch according to His will.

ILLINOIS, CONGERVILLE
Holly Zobrist

Angels in heaven are truly rejoicing
this month as we've had two new con
verts. MichaelRoth (Bro. MarkandSis.
Tammy) and Brian Craig (Bro. Kim
and Sis. Carol) have made the decision
to turn their back on the world and live
for the Lord. Our hearts are rejoicing
with their families.

Andrea Ruegsegger (Bro. Lee and
Sis. Alice) wasbaptizedandbecame our
newsister inChrist. It is such ablessing
to hear howGodworks in the lives ofin
dividuals. Listeningto the testimony of
a soul who is ready to be baptized gives
us an opportunity to examine our own
lives to make sure we have not lost our
first love.

We thankthevisitingministerswho
brought us God's Word this past
month. They include Elder Bro.
Charles Sauder (Tremont), who was
with us for the baptism, Bro. Bill
Dotterer (Sis. Sharon, Lamar), Bro.
Brent Kellenberger (Sis. Beth, Kansas
City), and Elder Bro. Ken Indermuhle
(Sis. Linda, Sardis).

Jesus knows thy sorrow, Knows thine
every care;

Knows thy deep contrition, Hears thy
feeblest prayer:

Do not fear to trust Him, Tell Him all
thy grief;

Cast on Him thy burden, He will bring
relief.
Hymns ofZion #74

Ourhearts andprayers go out to the
family of Bro. Henry Wettstein of
Oakville, as he recently got a staph in
fection in his blood and passed from
this life. Our prayers are with his wife,
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Sis. Wendy; his parents, Bro. Denny
and Sis. Emily (Congerville); and his
siblings, Reuben, Sis. Amber, Joel,
Dale, Carmen, Kara, Breanna, and
Stewart. May they feel the Lord's near
ness and love during this time.

ILLINOIS, ELGIN
Amy Gasser

Miriam Gasser
During the Christmas and New

Year's season, we enjoyed many visi
tors, including ministering Bros. Dan
Koch (Tremont, IL), Alan Schambach
(Remington, IN), Scott Schambach
(Columbus, OH), and Todd Stoller
(Latty, OH). Their willingness to read
and expound upon the Word for our
benefit was truly appreciated.

The engagement of Bro. Kirk
Schambach to Sis. Amanda Kellen
berger was announced on January 10.
Bro. Kirk is the son ofBro. Les and Sis.
Alison, and Sis. Amanda is the daugh
ter of Bro. Jeff and Sis. Julie. May the
Lord bless and keep them during this
special time of betrothal.

Though saddened to learn there are
no more treatment options in Matt
Steffen's battle withmelanoma, we are
very thankful that he could call upon
the Lord in his time of trouble. In an
swer to many prayers, Matt (Natalie)
has begun his repentance. Jesus, who
knows every sorrow, will help to make
the burden lighter.

Sis. Heather Heiniger (Bro. Chad)
was missed during her long recovery
from surgery. It is encouraging to
know she's feeling well enough to as
semble in church again.

Bro. Leon Schneider (Sis. Martha)
passed away in Rockville, CT. He was
the brother-in-law of Elder Bro. Ron
Schambach, Bros. Bill and Albert
Schambach, and Sis. Gert Sauder.

ILLINOIS, EUREKA
Dee Baer

Jodi Blunier
Death and disaster can have an ef-
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feet greater than expected. Joshua
Wettstein (Bro. Jim and Sis. Dianne)
was called andmoved to seek his soul's
salvation. For this we give thanks.

Our heartshavebeenmoved in sym
pathy and compassion to many in our
congregation. Sis. Donna Wettstein
grieves the loss ofa dear grandson, Bro.
Henry Wettstein (Sis. Wendy,
Oakville). Sis. DelorisMartin (Roland)
said goodbye to her brother, Bro. Wal
ter Wittmer (Morton). Bro. Harold
Hodel (Sis. Mick) mourns the loss ofhis
sister, Sis. AnnWagler (Roanoke). Bro.
Bob Schumacher and Sis. Joyce
Crawford bid a final farewell to their
brother, Bro. Jerry Schumacher (Sis.
Jane, Roanoke).

We are comforted in the peace and
serenity that surroundedthe passingof
our Sis. Carolyn Hoerr after a lengthy
illness. Left to grieve her passing are
her husband, Bro. Mark; and her chil
dren, Bro. Nick, Brent, Sis. Lindsay
(Bro. Randy) Huber, Blake, Sis. Traci,
and Sis. Tricia. Also mourning are her
brothers, Bro. John Dotterer (Sis.
Jeanne, Eureka), Bro. Bill Dotterer
(Sis. Sharon, Lamar, MO), and her sis
ter, Sis. Elaine Graf (Bro. Virgil,
Altadena, CA); father and
mother-in-law, Bro. Don and Sis.
Velma Hoerr (Peoria, IL), and grand
daughters, Kaiya and Rylee. "The
strife is o'er, ... farewell til we meet
there!" (Hymns of Zion #194)

Welcomed to our busy baby room is
Melia Renee Leman, daughter of Bro.
Tim and Sis. Traci, and sister to Blake
and Ailey. Grandparents are Bro.
Larry and Sis. Marilyn Leman (Wash
ington) and Bro. Arlyn and Sis. LaNae
Rudin (Cissna Park).

Our concern andprayers for the sick
and hospitalized include Craig Blunier
(Bro. Myron and Sis. Elaine), Bro.
Allan Getz (Sis. Nathalia) and Bro.
Roger Bradle (Sis. Ila).

We have appreciated visitingminis
ters: Bro. Arlen Leman (Forrest), Bro.
Kent Getz (Elgin, IA) and Bro. Tim
Hohulin (Roanoke).

We are thankful to haveBro. Homer
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and Sis. Virginia Blunier assembling
withus since theirmove toEureka.

Note ofThanks:
Thank you to all brethren and

friends for the gifts and encouraging
cards at the time of my surgery. God
bless you all.

Sis. Clara Huber

Words cannot express my heartfelt
thanks to allwhohave come to visit me,
sent cards andkeptme in theirprayers.
May the Lord richly bless you for the
love you have shown unto me.

Bro. Leroy Fehr

Thanks for all the prayers, cards,
food, gifts and kind deeds in the death
ofour sister, Sis. AnnWagler. MayGod
bless you.

Bro. Harold and Sis. Mick Hodel
Bro. Bob Hodel
Sis. Flo Wuthrich

ILLINOIS, FAIRBURY
Angela Herr

Anna Schmidgall
Bro. Dave and Sis. Kara Blunier

welcomed Kenan Malachi into their
family circle on December 22. His sib
lings, Faith, Marcus, Jared, and Lily,
are happy to have another brother.
Thankful grandparents are retired El
der Bro. Marvin and Sis. Jane Leman
(Princeville, IL) and Sis. Joyce Blunier
(late Bro. Dale, Princeville, IL).

We welcome Bro. Mike and Sis. Jen
Feuchtenberger to our congregation as
they have recentlymoved fromMorris,
MN. May God bless and provide for
them as they continue to place their
trust in Him through this time oftran
sition.

" ... there isjoy in the presence ofthe
angels of God over one sinner that
repenteth."

Luke 15:10

We rejoice with our new sister in
faith, Esther Koehl (Dick), as many of
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us gathered together to hear her testi
mony and witness her baptism on the
evening ofMonday, December 28. We
wish the Lord's blessings and grace
upon her. Our thoughts and prayers
continue to be with Dick and Sis. Es
ther as they spendthe next fewmonths
in Arizona.

We are thankful that Micah Zehr
(Bro. Nelson and Sis. Amy) has an
swered God's call and made a begin
ning in repentance. May he feel God's
mercy, love, and grace as he begins his
walk with the Lord.

Thus united and in concord
let us walk the path of life;
hand in hand, 0 may love bind us
for each other's welfare strive.
Zion's Harp #237, vs. 1

The engagement of Sis. Leann
Steidinger (Bro. Martin and Sis. Trish)
and Bro. Troy Brown (Bro. Gary and
Sis. Jane) ofForrestwas announced on
Christmas Day. Our prayers are with
this dear couple as they make plans for
their marriage.

January 2 was the wedding day of
Lindsey Mashburn and Joe Trainor.
Bro. Billy and Sis. BarbMashburn and
Bob and LouannTrainor ofForrest are
their parents. We wish them God's
richest blessings as they begin their
married life.

Bro. Troy Steffen and Sis. Rebecca
Herrwerejoined inHolyMatrimonyon
January 3. Parents of this couple are
Bro. Henry and Sis. Lola Steffen and
Sis. Cindy Herr. May God bless and
guide them as they journey life's path
way together.

We appreciate each visiting minis
ter who recently shared God's Word
with us, including Elder Bro. Ben
Wiegand (Philadelphia, PA), Elder
Bro. Duane Rocke (Minneapolis, MN),
Bro. Brian Waibel (Champaign, IL),
Bro. Al Schambach (Remington, IN),
Bro. Jerry Wagenbach (Oakville, IA),
Bro. Kerwin Edelman (Athens, AL),
and Bro. Ned Stoller (Alto, MI). May
God bless these brothers for their will-
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ingness tobeused in theLord's service.
Our thoughts and prayers have

been with those who have recently
spent time in the hospital, including
Bro. Eldon Steidinger (Sis. Darlene),
Nita Moser (Keith), and Miriam
Mehrkens. May God heal and provide
for each one.

ILLINOIS, FORREST
Lisa Aberle

Lynn Dotterer

Our hands to you in brother-love ex
tending,

Beloved friends, accept our fond fare
well;
Zion's Harp #114

We bid farewell to Bro. Clint, Sis.
Rebecca, Sophia, Noah and Will
Dotterer as they are now assembling
with the San Diego, CA, congregation.
May they feel God's continued near
ness, grace, guidance, and blessings.
We look forward to their visits home!

We thank Bros. Phil Leman and
Rollyn Kuntz for their years of service
in Sunday School. We give our support
to Bros. Ryan Honegger and Shawn
Aberle as they begin teaching.

We are thankful for visiting broth
ers willingto minister to us. Bro. Brian
Waibel (Champaign, IL), Bro. Kerwin
Edelman (Athens, AL), Bro. Art
Mueller (Belvidere, IL), and Bro. Gary
Anliker (Elgin, IL) fed us from God's
Word this past month.

Sis. Laura Wenger fell and broke
her hip. She also had surgery. May she
feel God's healing hand. Bro. Fred
Leman (Sis. Brenda) has returned
from Mexico. We are thankful for the
excellent report!

Lily Kay Leman was born to Bro.
Arlen, Sis. Denise, Jacob, Chase, Jayna
and Carson. Lily's grandparents are
Bro. Jerry and Sis. Kathy Leman (Eu
reka, IL) andJimandRitaBahler. Bro.
Nate and Sis. Paula Kelson welcomed
home their second son, Travis Scott.
Heidi and Zachary are happy for an
other playmate. Bro. Paul and Sis.
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Sherri Kelson and Bro. Marvin and Sis.
Mary Bachtold are Travis' grandpar
ents. First-time parents, Bro. Bradand
Sis. Shannon Brown, welcomed Blake
Allan into their home. Thankful
grandparents are Bro. Gary and Sis.
Jane Brown and Bro. Ivan and Sis.
Cinda Fehr (Fairbury, IL). Andrew
and Carlee Gerber are first-time par
ents as Brynlee Drew came to bless
their home. Grandparents from our
congregation are Bro. Alan and Sis.
Marcia Gerber. Bro. Andy, Sis. Val,
Jesse, Anna, and Kaylee Dotterer wel
comed RaeLynn Elizabeth into their
family. Thankful grandparents are
Dale and Sis. Elaine Dotterer and Bro.
Bob and Sis. Sally Rinkenberger. May
these couples always look to God for di
rection andguidance as they raise their
children.

We are rejoicing with Bro. Troy
Brown (Bro. Gary and Sis. Jane) and
Sis. Leann Steidinger (Bro. Martin and
Sis. Trish, Fairbury, IL) as they have
announced their engagement!

Aswe rejoicewith thosewho rejoice,
we weep with those who weep. We ex
tend our love, sympathy, andprayers to
Bro. Wayne Drayer (Sis. Gloria) as he
laid his mother, Sis. Louise Manz
(Cissna Park, IL), to rest.

Note ofThanks:
Our heartfelt thanks to our church

family from near and far who have of
fered prayers, generous gifts, encour
agement, and all deeds of love during
the last year. Thanks to God, Brian
feels well and the present treatments
seem to be helping his cancer.

Let's keepprayingfor one another.
Bro. Brian and Sis. Marie Ricketts

and family

ILLINOIS, GOODFIELD
Donna Wyss
Rita Bauman

"I am come that they might have
life, and that they might have it more
abundantly."

John 10:10
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God is good as we heard that Ed
Wiegand (Joanne) feels at peace with
God and man. May he continue to feel
God's grace as he looks forward to his
testimony and baptism on February
13-14.

We are so thankful that five souls
came to the realization that turning to
the Lord in true repentance is the step
that results in abundant life. May God
grant grace and strength to Matt
Grimm (Bro. Jeff and Sis. Ruth),
Marisa Wiegand (Bro. Brad and Sis.
Karen), Nate Bauman (Bro. Andy and
Sis. Rita), and Herman and Sara
Glueck, as they begin to follow our lov
ing Savior.

Bro. Royce and Sis. Sarah Schieler
are first-time parents of a precious lit
tle girl, KatelynJane. Thankful grand
parents are Bro. Brian and Sis. Teresa
and Bro. Tom and Sis. Jane Bolliger
(Tremont, IL). May the Lord bless
them in this new role of parenting.

We have two wedding engagements
to announce. Josh Kuntz (Bro. Dave
and Sis. Pat) and Katy Logue (Wayde
and Gaylene) have chosen May 15, for
their special day. July 3, is the date
Lindsey Fehr (Bro. Steve and Sis. Deb)
and Tim Lieder (John and Jean,
Bloomington, IL) will be married. May
God bless them as they make wedding
preparations.

The Lord has provided bountifully
for our needs with encouragement
from His Word. We were thankful to
have our Counseling Elder Bro. Earl
Ringger (Sis. Dixie, Gridley, IL), along
with ministering Bros. Brian Huber
(Sis. Jacki, Francesville, IN), Roger
Aberle (Sis. LaVonne, Sabetha, KS),
and Darren Plattner (Sis. Sue, Cham
paign, IL). May God bless you for your
labors.

"They that sow in tears shall reap in
joy. He that goeth forth and weepeth,
bearing precious seed, shall doubtless
come again with rejoicing, bringing
sheaves with him."

Psalms 126:5-6
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When one part of the family hurts,
we all hurt. When one part rejoices, we
all rejoice. This past month, we extend
loving sympathy to two families who
have said goodbye to their loved ones.
Sis. Pearl Nohl, sister of our dear Sis.
WilmaKnapp, went to be with theLord
on January 13. Also, surviving are her
three sons, Steve (Valerie), Dean
(Tammy), and Earl (Phyllis). May God
comfort her dear family at this time.

January 27, Bro. NormMusselman
left his earthly home for his eternal re
ward. We wish to extend our sympathy
to hiswife, Sis. Eileen, andhis children,
Bro. Gary and Sis. Judy, Greg and
Laura, and Ken and Sis. Jaci Lowery,
and all his grandchildren. May each
one find comfort and strength in know
ing that God cares and someday will
wipe away all tears, as stated inRevela
tion 7:17.

May God be near each one in the
month ahead!

Note ofThanks:
Wewould like to say a special thank

youto our church familyand friends for
all your prayers during Jake's surgery
and recovery. The out pouring of love
and prayer from this community and
brotherhood has been tremendous. We
praise God for His mercy and feel so
blessed!

Love in Christ,
Bro. Ben and Sis. Shelley and Jake

Rokey

ILLINOIS, GRIDLEY
Perry A. Klopfenstein

We surelygive thanks to God for the
continuing work of salvation. Four
young high-school men were added to
the fold on January 9-10. These Broth
ers in faith areJosh Zehr, Alex Poppen,
BenYergler, andAndyYergler. This is
very heartening to the church. Despite
the forces on evil which seem to be on
the upswing, God's voice is still being
heard, and souls are responding to His
call in humble repentance.

Elder Bro. John Laukhuf (Latty,
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OH) was here for the provings andbap
tisms of these four souls. We appreci
ate his traveling and laboring efforts.

Bro. Mark Steffen (Bluffton, IN)
was a visitingminister here on Decem
ber 31, 2009.

The passing of Sis. Esther Kaupp,
91, occurred on December 29, 2009.
She is survived by two sons, Bros.
Marvin and John Kaupp, Gridley; and
two daughters, Sis. Carolyn Yoder,
Gridley, and Evelyn Wright,
Susanville, CA; four sisters and two
brothers; 15 grandchildren; 39
great-grandchildren; and four
great-great-grandchildren.

Her husband of 51 years, Bro. Wal
ter Kaupp, preceded her in death in
1989. The presence of Sis. Esther will
be missed at church, as one who loved
the faith, and enjoyed the fellowship
each week. Her legacy is a lifetime of
hardwork, love ofGod, and devotion to
her large family.

January 17 was the wedding date of
Sis. Kelsey Zehr and Bro. Christopher
Stoller. She is the daughter of minis
tering Bro. Dave and Sis. Vicki Zehr.
His parents are Bro. Roger and Sis.
Mary Stoller. We offer our best wishes
to this young couple in their married
life.

Bro. Jeff Thames (Washington)
gave a Topical Bible Presentation on a
Wednesday evening. It was entitled
"Thanksgiving Always", and gave en
couragement to continue praying and
giving thanks, even amid dire circum
stances. God hears and answers
prayers.

Several havebeen in the hospital for
either surgery or treatment: Sis. Carla
Stoller, Jack Sievers, Sis. Rosemary
Gramm, and Bros. Roy Hodel, Brock
Wiegand, and David Meiss. We thank
God for sufficient healing, according.
Our nation has amarvelous health-de
livery system, andmayGodbe thanked
for the medicines and procedures
which assist, with God's help, to nur
ture ill persons back to normal health 9

according to His will.
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ILLINOIS, MORTON
Annette Tanner

Julie Bahr
"He was sitting high, looking low!"

was a sentence I caught as I listened to
an account by ayoungwomanwho nar
rowly escaped a serious tragedy. She
was speakingofa semi truckdriverwho
she thought was "chasing her" as she
drove for several miles in her SUV.
When she frantically stopped at an all
night convenience store and rushed in,
the truck driver hurried up to her car
and yanked out a man hiding in her
back seat! The trucker had observed
the intruder slip into the woman's
SUV. The woman was running from
her "would be savior!" She recounted
"just like our Heavenly Father who is
SittingHigh, Looking Low-He is the
Saviorwemost often run from!"We are
all aware ofthe tragedy that is continu
ing to unfold following the earthquake
in Haiti. Let's continue "being like
Christ" and also continue offering
prayer unto our Heavenly Father who
is "Sitting High, Looking Low!"

We sincerely thank Elder Bro. Tim
Funk (Sis. Debra, Peoria) for assisting
ElderBro. TedWitzigSr. with the read
ing ofthe Memorandum to ourMorton
church. Also thank you to Bro. Ted
WitzigJr. (Sis. Donna) for sharingwith
us the "Keys to Effective Family Rela
tionships", as our topic forWednesday
Evening Family Worship service. Bro.
Ted tenderly shared howmuch he trea
sured the times when his dadwould of
ten say to him, "I love you, Bud!". It
stirredmyheart, withGod's grace to do
better.

We rejoice andwish to welcomeBro.
Bruce and Sis. Becky Sauder into the
fellowship of ourMorton Church Fam
ily. They will surely be missed by the
Tremont brethren.

On January 18, a new baby girl,
Lana Rose, blessed the lives of Bro.
Daniel and Sis. Diane Wuthrich.
Thankful grandparents are Bro. Mark
and Sis. Cheryl Wuthrich and Bro.
Lawrence and Sis. Annette Tanner.
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Our love and sympathy are with
Bro. Bob Knobloch (Sis. Marvel) in the
loss of his sister, Sis. Esther Kieser
(late Bro. George) of Princeville.

Our sympathy also to Bro. Maurice
Wittmer (Sis. Ella) in the loss of his
brother, Bro. WalterWittmer (late Sis.
Alma) ofMorton.

ILLINOIS, PEORIA
Pam Fritzenmeier

"A New Year Brings A New Begin
ning"

As the New Year starts and the old
year ends

There's no better time to make
amends

For all the things we sincerely regret
And wish in our hearts we could some

how forget
We all make mistakes, for it's human

to err,
But no one need ever give up in de

spair,
For God gives us all a brand-new be

ginning,
A chance to start over and repent of

our sinning
And when God forgives us we too

must forgive
And resolve to do better each day that

we live
By constantly trying to be like Him

more nearly
And to trust in His wisdom and love

Him more dearly
Assured that we're never out of His

care
And we're always welcome to seek

Him in prayer.
-Helen Steiner Rice

With the new year comes new re
sponsibilities in our church family.
Bro. Mark (Sis. Cathy) Kieser was
elected a trustee as Bro. Mike (Sis. Di
ane) Honegger finishes his term.
Newly elected Sunday School teachers
are Bro. Gregg (Sis. Heather)
Rumbold, Sis. Lisa (Bro. Matt) Waibel

'and Sis. Lynne (Bro. Paul) Knobloch
'replacing Sis. Kristi (Bro. Matt)

Triplett and Sis. Kristen (Bro. Benj)
Hodel. We are thankful for willing
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hearts to serve.
We are delighted to report that two

homes have recently been blessed with
baby girls. Bro. Chad and Sis. Julie
Herman welcomed their first child,
Livie Grace, on December 20. Grand
parents include Bro. Jan and Sis.
Glenda Neukomm (Morton) and Bro.
Greg and Sis. Beth Herman. On De
cember 23, Bristol Reese joined the
Bro. Hans and Sis. AmandaSchmidgall
family. She is welcomed home by two
brothers, Caden and Creed, and grand
parents, Sis. Myrna Schwenk
(Goodfield) and Bro. Steven and Sis.
Christine Schmidgall. We are thankful
to report that Bro. Steve and Sis. Claire
Hodel's twin daughters, Rory and
Scarlett, have been released from the
hospital.

Several families experienced the
loss ofloved ones duringthe Christmas
season. Bro. RobertMiller passed away
December 26. Survivors include his
wife, Sis. Betty, and children, Robert
(Tracy), Sis. Linda, Mary (Kent)Willis,
and Beth. Bro. Randy and Sis. Brenda
Kieser and family laid to rest their
mother, Sis. Esther Kieser, who also
passed away December 26. Sigfried
Schubert (Wilma) passed away Decem
ber 27. Gene (Sally) Hoerr's mother,
Sis. Marie Hoerr, passed awayJanuary
14. We extend our sympathy to these
dear families.

Sunday, January 3, was our family
hymn sing. We are thankful the men's
quartet, Testify, from Gridley, shared
their love for the Lord through song
and all of us were blessed singing
praises together.

Bro. Justin Moser (Sis. Robin,
Altadena, CA) and Bro. Ron Joos (Sis.
Christy, Bloomfield, IA) spent Sunday,
December 27, with us. Elder Bro. Ted
Witzig (Sis. Cindy, Morton) assisted
with the reading of the Memorandum
on Wednesday, January 6. May God
bless these brothers for their ministry
for us.

In thisworld there are alwaysbodily
afflictions. How much we depend on
the prayers of believers as we endure

SILVER LINING

them. Please pray for Bro. Robert (Sis.
Lorene) Joos, Sis. Pauline Hermann,
and Bro. Harry (Sis. Loretta)
Eisenmann.

We welcome to our congregation
Bro. Jeremy and Sis. Elizabeth
(Rieker) Calame, who havemovedback
from Florida.

Please remember in prayer Bro.
Jonathan Aupperle in Magdalena and
Bro. Tim and Sis. Joan Reinhard and
family in Haiti. The Reinhards report
they are pretty much settled in their
side of the new house and appreciate
their nice comfortable place to live.
They request prayers for safety for the
work teams coming and going and for
Bro. Tim as he checks jobsites and de
livers work materials. They suffered
very little damage to their compound in
the recent earthquake.

Note ofThanks:
To relatives and other loved ones

across the country,
Thank you for all your prayers in

our behalf, for the most beautiful cards
I've ever seen, and themost comforting
and encouragingwords I've everheard.
It means a lot to know how much you
thought of Bob and how your prayers
and God's grace have carried us
through. Praise be to God!

Sincerely, Betty Miller

ILLINOIS, PRINCEVILLE
Linda Joos

Connie Christ
"Love, of all gifts, is the greatest

which the Spirit does bestow," On
Christmas Day, the engagement ofSis.
Brittany Streitmatter (Bro. David and
Sis. Crystal) and Bro. Adam Endress
(Bro. Larry and Sis. Becky) of Brad
ford, IL, was shared with us. We wish
them God's blessings during this spe
cial time as they prepare for their mar
riage in the Lord.

Keith Streitmatter (Bro. Norman
and Sis. Joyce) and Elizete Sousa were
united in marriage on January 9. We
pray God's blessings on them as they
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begin life's path as husband and wife.
"How shall it be when we at last re

turning, From weary wanderings and
from toil and strife?" We were so
thankful our dear Sis. Esther Kieser
couldbe relievedofher earthlywander
ings on December 26 and enter her
eternal rest. Our sincere prayers are
with her children, Marjorie (Jack)
Zimmerman, Bro. Charles (Sis. Marie),
Sis. Delores (Bro. Don) Duckworth,
Sis. Nancy (Bro. Robert) Wieland, and
Bro. Randy (Sis. Brenda). We also re
member her siblings; those in
Princeville include Bro. Jim (Sis.
Helen) Knobloch and Sis. LillElsasser.

Sis. Edna Martin's mother, Sis.
Louise Manz, passed away on January
2. Sis. Louise had been living with Sis.
Edna and assembling with us the last
sixmonths. Our prayers are with all of
her family.

Our prayers continue with all ofour
loved ones who are struggling with
bodily afflictions. Lee Streitmatter
and Sis. Marie Menold were hospital
ized. May God provide His healing for
them and many others.

We appreciate the labors of our vis
iting ministers this past month: Bros.
Ken Schneider (Remington, IN), John
Grimm (Columbus, OH), Darren
Plattner (Champaign, IL), and Craig
Stickling (Peoria, IL).

We have several grandparents who
are thankful for the arrival of new
grandchildren. Bro. Marvin and Sis.
Jane Leman and Sis. Joyce Blunier
(late Bro. Dale) welcome Kenan
Malachi, born on December 22 to Bro.
David and Sis. Kara Blunier. Big sib
lings include Faith, Marcus, Jared, and
Lily. Bro. Fred and Sis. NancyMenold
welcome a baby boy named Ethaniel,
born on December 29 to Aaron and
ElizabethMenold. Bigbrother Elijah is
happy for a brother. Bro. Kenny and
Sis. Donna Gehrig welcome Natalie
Sue, born January 14 to Janna and
Karsten Bourwieg. Big siblings include
Ellie and Philip. Bro. Fred and Sis.
NancyWitzig's daughter, Marta, had a
baby boy on January 16, namedJaivyn
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Wade. Sis. Janet Martin-Joos is a
happy great-grandmother.

Note of Thanks:
We would like to thank our dear

church family for all the prayers, cards
,flowers, food and deeds of kindness
duringmy stroke at the hospital and at
home throughout my recuperation.
We really appreciate it very much. We
feel so unworthy of such love from our
GodandmayHe richlybless each one.

In Christian Love,
Bro. Ray and Sis. Betty Wagenbach

ILLINOIS, ROANOKE
Jamie Hodel
Judy Sauder

On Sunday, December 27, our con
gregation bid farewell to Sis. Olivia
Wuthrich (Sis. Val, and Bill, Peoria).
Olivia has taken a secretary position at
Gateway Woods. We pray she will feel
the hand of God as she takes this new
step. Wewere also thankful to welcome
Bro. Jay and Sis. Jackie Braker to our
congregation on January 17. We pray
they will feel welcome as they make
Roanoke their new home.

Isaiah 25:8: "He will swallow up
death in victory; and the Lord God will
wipe away tears from off all faces ... "
Our congregation has bid a final fare
well to dear souls this month. Sis. Ann
Wagler went to be with the Lord on
January 10. She leaves behind two
daughters, Joan (Don) Kinzer of
Winston Salem, NC; and Susan (Sam)
Parrucci of Newport News, VA. She
also is survived by three siblings: Bro.
Harold (Sis. Mildred) Hodel (Eureka);
Bro. Robert Hodel; and Sis. Florence
Wuthrich; as well as her grandchil
dren. On January 12, Bro. Jerry
Schumacher was taken home sud
denly. Bro.Jerry is survivedbyhiswife,
Sis. Jane; and children, Sis. Jill (Bro.
Steve) Aeschleman; Sis. Julie (Bro.
Rich) Lindberg (Atlanta); Joan (Carey)
Sizelove of Columbus, GA; Bro. Jeff
(Sis. Tina, Leo); Jim (Lynette) of
Muckwanago, WI; his grandchildren;
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and siblings, Sis. Joyce (Bro. Maury)
Crawford (Eureka); Sis. Mary Jane
(Bro. Harold) Knapp (Bloomfield); Bro.
Bob (Sis. Charlene) Schumacher (Eu
reka); and Sam (Linda) Schumacher of
Eureka. OnJanuary 9, ElinaHattan of
LaRose passed away. She is a sis
ter-in-law of our Sis. Carol Schwab.
Also, on January 10, Joyce Weir, of
Peoria Heights passed away. She is a
sister ofourBro. JimByrd (Sis. Sara.)

Wewere thankful to haveBro. Steve
Martin (Eureka) withus for the funeral
of Sis. Ann Wagler.

James 5: 15: "And the prayer offaith
shall save the sick, and the Lord shall
raise him up ... " Our congregation has
been offering up many prayers for
those who have had health issues. We
continue lifting up Bro. Rich (Sis.
Janet) Knepp, andKatie Gordon. Katie
is the daughter of Matt and Jodi
Gordon (Eureka) and granddaughter
ofBro. Steve and Sis. Jill Aeschleman.
We pray each of these families can feel
our prayers and the nearness of God
daily.

ILLINOIS, TREMONT
Teresa Rowell
Janice Sauder

Wewant to thank our three visiting
ministers of this past month: Bros.
Akihiro Ito (Shioda, Japan), DeWayne
Dill (Minneapolis, MN) and Glen
Steiner (Winthrop, MN). These broth
ers all have family livingin Tremont, so
we look forward to their visits every so
often.

Our congratulations go to Aaron
Zuercher (Bro. Jerry and Sis. Kathy)
and Jennifer McCarty (father, Paul
McCarty ofWashington, IL) as they
have announced their engagement.
May God bless them as together they
plan for the future!

We are always happy to make birth
announcements. Bro. Tim and Sis.
JennyRopphaveanewdaughter, Lena
Joy. Also welcomingLena are siblings,
Asa and Hope, and grandparents, Ken
andJoyce Ropp (Tremont, IL) and Bro.
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Howard and Sis. Janice Sauder. Bro.
Tom and Sis. Jane Bolliger became
first-time grandparents with the birth
of Katelyn Jane Schieler (Bro. Royce
and Sis. Sarah, Goodfield, IL). And
thenBro. Les andSis. WilmaPulfer are
great-grandparents again with the
birth of twin girls, Macy and Lauryn
Mitchell. They are welcomed home by
their parents, Ed andMelissaMitchell,
big sister Elle, and grandma Kathy
Pulfer, all of Kansas City, KS. God
bless these little ones and their fami
lies.

There are always those who need
prayers as theyrecover from surgery or
illness. MayGod sendHis healinghand
to Sis. Wilma (Bro. Emil) Aberle, Sis.
Iva Getz and Bro. Alvin (Sis. Carol)
Beutel.

Note of Thanks:
Wewould like to express our thank

fulness and appreciation to all of you
for the many deeds of kindness that
were shown to us at the passing of our
dear mother and grandmother.

In His love,
The Pauline Sauder family

ILLINOIS, WASHINGTON
Linda Folkerts
Nancy Leman

"Therefore we are buried with him
by baptism into death: that like as
Christ was raised up from the dead by
the glory ofthe Father, even so we also
should walk in newness of life."

Romans 6:4

We praise God for the wonderful
blessing ofwitnessing the testimonies
and baptisms of our two new sisters in
the Lord, Kristin Fehr (Dave and Sis.
Linda) and Susanna Thames (Bro. Jeff
and Sis. Brenda). May these two pre
cious souls feel God's nearness and
grace as they walk in this newness of
life.

A new life in the form of a precious
baby girl was welcomed into the lives of
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Bro. Jason and Sis. Angie Schrock.
Alivia Faith was born on December 28,
and is cherished and loved by her par
ents and big sister, Addison. Also wel
coming Alivia are her grandparents,
Bro. Steve and Sis. Gerri Schrock
(Congerville), Sis. Mary Knapp
(Burlington, IA) andBruce Knapp (Eu
reka, IL).

Beginning a new life together are
Tim and Erin (Rocke) Price as they
were married on December 26. Their
parents are Bro. Kevin and Sis. Janine
Rocke and George Price, Amarillo, TX,
and Linda Price, Eureka, IL. May Tim
and Erin's marriage be blessed and
may they feel our prayers as Tim goes
to North Carolina for Marine Corps
training.

Our prayers are with Bro. Dan
Heinold that he will be given strength
and healing as he faces health issues.

Our congregation has been blessed
with many visiting ministers this past
month. They include Bro. Doug
Wagenbach (Sis. Lillian, San Diego)
and Bro. Joe Klotzle (Sis. Sue,
Altadena) on December 27; Elder Bro.
Mark Bahr (Sis. Bev, Detroit) and Bro.
Steve Stieglitz (Sis. Jane, Leo) onJanu
ary 10; Elder Bro. Tim Funk for testi
monies on January 16; Bro. Dean
Steffen (Sis. Carol, Belvidere), Bro.
Willis Ehnle (Sis. Lois, Peoria), and
Bro. DaveObergfel (Sis. Kathy, Peoria)
for baptisms on January 17. We thank
them all for their service in the Lord.

The recent earthquake in Haiti has
us prayingfor themanypeople affected
by this tragedy. Bro. KeithKnepp (Sis.
Michelle) along with some other doc
tors andmedical staffplan to go toHaiti
to help with the many medical needs
there. MayGodbe near themandbless
them as they care for those who are in
such dire need.

INDIANA, BLUFFTON
Grace Gerber
Kim Meyer

"That ye might walk worthy of the
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Lordunto all pleasing, being fruitful in
every good work, and increasing in the
knowledge of God."

Colossians 1: 10

If a church can have a New Year's
resolution, then this verse sums it up.
Wewere challenged at the beginningof
the year to look at our lives and how
others seeus whetherwe are at church,
home, work, or school. Some know us
as brothers and sisters in Christ. Some
knowus and not Christ. Do we display
Christ? How do we display Christ? So
as we meditate on this verse, it causes
us to bring into remembrance 2009 and
how we might apply it in 2010.

Although it's still hard to make my
self write 2010 instead of 2009, one
month has already passed! But what a
start with God! He has shown Himself
so faithful and continuing to receive
the honor and glory that is definitely
due to Him.

God showed His handiwork in five
families this month with four births
and one adoption. Bro. Travis and Sis.
JennaFrauhigerwelcomed littleHallie
Ann into their home. Bro. Kris and Sis.
Ann Frauhiger and Bro. Keith and Sis.
Kay Steffen would be her grandpar
ents. MarcusAndrewjoinedBro. Vince
and Sis. Brandy's growing family with
Bro. Al and Sis. Becky Pfister and Bro.
Kendall and Sis. Sandy Ringger as his
grandparents. Bro. Braden and Sis.
Adrianne Reinhard are thankful to
have Kyla Lynn as part oftheir family,
too. Kyla's grandparents would be Bro.
Tim and Sis. Marlise Steffen and Sis.
Jan andDoyleReinhard. Bro. Nickand
Sis. BrookeBertsch gavebirth to a little
girl, Emily Kay. Her grandparents
would be Scott and Sis. Rita DeHoff
and Bro. Stan and Sis. Cindy Bertsch.
Michael and Tammy Gerber adopted 2
year old Geremew from Ethiopia. He
willjoin the grandchildren ofBro. Mike
and Sis. Becky Leyse and Bro. Bill and
Sis. Carolyn Gerber.

Little Geremew has so much to
learn, but I'm sure one of the first
things he has learned about is prayer
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and the power therein. I know that if
we could hear Geremew's bedtime
prayer, he would have a praise and
prayer on behalf of his grandpas. He
would praise God for watching over his
Grandpa's, Bro. Mike (Sis. Becky)
Leyse, double bypass surgery and hav
ing him home so soon. He would also
pray for his Grandpa Gerber, Bro. Bill
(Sis. Carolyn), who endured emer
gency surgery to remove part ofhis co
lon. He would pray for Grandpa Bill's
lowblood pressure to return to normal.
We know God hears all prayers, big or
small. Our Bro. Bill (Sis. Diana)
Tonner has felt those prayers as he had
his knee replaced. Although the sur
gery went well, he's looking forward to
daysbeyondrehab andbettermobility.

As grandchildren pray for their
grandparents, we know grandparents
pray for their grandchildren and re
joicewhen they come to knowtheLord.
Wehad two converts this month! What
a way to start offthe year for these two
young souls! Erika Eisenmann (Bro.
John and Sis. Trudy) started repenting
alongwith Garrett Tonner (Bro. Brian
and Sis. Joy).

Not only has God made Erika and
Garrett new creations, but He also has
made new marriages that will bring
honor and praise to His name. Wewere
able to witness the union ofBro. Lance
Fiechter (Bro. Rick and Sis. Beth) and
Sis. SaraReinhard (Bro. Kevin and Sis.
Shelly). Bro. Ryan Steffen (Bro. Keith
and Sis. Kay) and Sis. Jamy Fiechter
(Bro. Jim and Sis. Jenny) were also
united in marriage this month.

"What God has brought together,
let nomanput asunder." Weheard this
in the vows ofthese two couples and re
joice that God has brought three more
couples together! Sis. Wendy Fiechter
(Bro. Don and Sis. Suzie) was engaged
to Bro. Joel Putt (Bro. Brian and
Sis. Tami) of Francesville. Bro. Gene
andSis.Joni Longenbergerwereproud
to announce the engagement of their
daughter, Sis. Katy, to Bro. Andrew
Harris (Bro. Mark and Sis. Susan) of
Bluffton North. Sis. Kelsey Compton
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(Bro. Gary and Sis. Jean) and Bro.
Justin Grube (Bro. Jay and Sis. Ronda)
have also announced their engage
ment.

"To every thing there is a season,
and a time to every purpose under the
heaven."

Eccles. 3:1

Through the last month we have re
joiced with these young couples but we
also mourn with families as loved ones
have passed from this life. Bro. Dave
(Sis.Joleen) Sinn said goodbye to his fa
ther, Bro. Wayne Sinn. Doris Hansen
also passed away who would be the
mother of Sis. Dahlys (Bro. Brad)
Troxel. Darlene DeVault passed away
in January as well. She would have
been the mother to Walt (Sis. Sherry)
Snodgrass. Although it's hard to say
goodbye, we would be selfish in not
wanting our loved ones sitting at the
feet ofJesus.

God has had his hand upon our con
gregation this month, and we praise
Him for that. We are thankful for Bro.
Dennis Kaufmann (Sis. Bonnie,
Bloomington) who visited and shared
God's Word with us. He also encour
aged us of the blessing from God in
bringingtheyoungand old in Christ to
gether as we embark on a church Bible
Study of the book of James.

",.. I now write unto you; in both
which I stir up your pure minds by way
ofremembrance: that ye may be mind
ful of the words which were spoken be
fore by the holy prophets, and of the
commandment ofus the apostles ofthe
Lord and Saviour:"

II Peter 3: 1-2

The apostles encouraged the
churches to reflect and remember the
teachings of old. So as we reflect back
on 2009, what do we remember? How
will we apply it to 2010? We all know
that this year will pass faster than last
year! May Godbless each ofyou in this
New Year and give you the grace to
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walk according to Colossians 1: 10,
"That ye might walk worthy of the
Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in
every good work, and increasing in the
knowledge of God."

INDIANA
BLUFFTON NORTH
Jessie Longenberger

Amy Moser

"Behold, avirgin shall conceive, and
bear a son, and shall call his name Im-
manuel."

Isaiah 7:14

We were very blessed by visiting
ministers, Bro. Allen Stoller (Sis. Su
san, Bluffton), Bro. Jeff Waibel (Sis.
Margo, Leo) and Bro. Denny
Kaufmann (Sis. Bonnie, Bloomington)
for sharing God's Word with us this
month. May the Lord richlybless them
for their labors among the flock.

Our Sunday School treated us to a
wonderful program proclaiming
Christ's birth on December 20. May
God richly bless each of the students
and teachers for all of their hard work
again this year.

God has blessed our congregation
with many new additions this month.
DelaneyRose was born onDecember 8.
She is the daughter of Bro. Kyle and
Sis. Kyann Schwartz and the grand
daughter of Bro. Dan and Sis. Jacki
Kershner and Bro. Scott and Sis. Patti
Schwartz (Bluffton). Bro. Gene and
Sis. Darlene Reinhard were blessed
with a granddaughter. Karease Rae
was born to Matt and JaNae Reinhard
on December 10. Grandparents, Bro.
Tim and Sis. Marlise Steffen, and
great-grandparents, Bro. Bob and Sis.
Carolyn Yergler and Sis. Elizabeth
Steffen, were blessed twice this month
with the arrival of two granddaugh
ters. Bridget Jade was born to Jayde
and Abby Steffen on December 28.
KylaLynnwasborntoBro. Braden and
Sis. Adrianne Reinhard on January 2.
Kyla is also the granddaughter of Sis.
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Jan Reinhard (Bluffton). Bro. Rob and
Sis. KristianaJolloffrejoice in thebirth
of another son, Carson William, born
on January 3. He joins Hayden at
home. Grandparents are Bro. Bob and
Sis. Beverly Jolloff and great-grand
parents are Bro. Howard and Sis.Joyce
Baumgartner. Likewise, Bro. Travis
and Sis. Jenna Frauhiger rejoice in the
birth of their daughter, Hallie Ann,
who was born on December 13. She
joins big brother Jarin. The happy
grandparents are Bro. Keith and Sis.
Kay Steffen and Kris and Ann
Frauhiger. Great-grandparents are
Bro. WilliamandSis. Betty Frauhiger.

Sis. Dahlys (Bro. Brad) Troxel lost
her mother on December 13. The fu
neral was held in Ocala, FL. We pray
that the family truly feels the Lord's
comfort during this time.

Bro. Bill Gerber (Sis. Carolyn) was
hospitalized for back surgery; and ap
proximately a week later was back in
the hospital in critical condition in ICU
at Lutheran due to a colon issue. He is
now out of the critical stage but still
hospitalized. We trust Bro. BillandSis.
Carolynfeel the prayers oftheir church
family.

Bro. Chandler and Sis. Rachel
Gerber would like to thank everyone
for their loving prayers as Chandler
continues to recover from a life threat
eningcar accident onDecember 30. He
is nowhome to continue his outpatient
therapy. Chandler is the son of Bro.
Todd and Sis. Michelle Gerber. His
grandparents are Bro. Dale and Sis.
Carol Gerber and Jim and Cheryl
Zimmer.

Sis. BeckyRinggerwould also like to
thank everyone for their prayers dur
ing her recovery from a fall.

The engagement of Bro. Andrew
Harris (Bro. Mark and Sis. Susan) to
Sis. KatyLongenberger (Bro. Geneand
Sis.Joni, Bluffton) was announced. We
wish them God's blessings as they plan
their life together and pray He will be a
constant presence in their marriage.
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INDIANA, FRANCESVILLE
Mildred Clauss
Jacki Huber

We often think ofJanuary as a time
of "new beginnings". However, the
Scripture reads in Lamentations that
the Lord's mercies "are new every
morning" and "His compassions fail
not"! BecauseofHis faithfulness, every
day can be a new beginning.

Bro. Mark Wettstein (Sis. Karen,
LaCrosse) was our visitingminister on
New Year's Eve. Elder Bro. Ted
Steffen (Sis. Sandy, Alto, MI) was our
guest minister on December 27 and we
trust the Lord will bless each of them
for serving us.

Early in January Bro. Bob and Sis.
JoyHuber and their family returned to
Imurus, Mexico, to their mission work
there after spending time here in our
congregation with family and loved
ones. Also, Bro. Jan and Sis. Val
Gutwein and their family returned to
theirwork for theLord inHaiti. At this
very moment thousands there are dev
astated by the earthquake. But in ev
ery circumstance God provides
miracles for the world to witness.

Bro. Gene and Sis. Barb Huber and
Bro. Gene and Sis. Sherri Huber and
family visited Bro. Chad and Sis. Pam
Huber and family in Jamaica during
the Christmas holiday. We are indeed
grateful for the travelingmercies ofthe
Lord and for the wonderful encourage
mentHeprovides alonglife's pathway!

Three young converts gave their
testimonies and were baptized on Jan
uary 9-10. We welcome Bro. Kirk
Huber (Bro. Gene and Sis. Sherri); Sis.
Melissa Edwards (PattyHull) and Bro.
Evan Kaeb (Bro. Les and Sis. Chris
tine) into our brotherhood and we
thank Elder Bro. Tom Stock (Sis.
Karel, Cissna Park, IL) for coming to
help with this service.

The engagement of Bro. Joel Putt
(Bro. Brian and Sis. Tami) to Sis.
Wendy Fiechter (Bro. Don and Sis.
Susie) ofBluffton has been announced
andwe rejoicewith thisyoungcouple.

Sis. Emily Gutwein (Bro. Steve and
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Sis. Linda) graduated from Purdue in
December. We congratulate her and
wish her God's grace and direction as
she pursues her life's work.

Bro. Ben and Sis. Dena Cook have
welcomed a baby girl, Mandalyn, into
their family. Michaela, Megan, Isaiah,
and Zachary are her happy siblings!

Sis. SharonHuber (Bro. Chris), Sis.
Barb Rayburn (Bro. Jim) and Bro.
Larry Leman (Sis. Pam) have all been
recent hospital patients. We sincerely
pray for each ofthem that the Lordwill
provide a good recovery.

On Wednesday evening, January
13, Bro. BrianHuber gave a Topical Bi
ble Study on "TrustinginGod". We ap
preciate these monthly studies which
concentrate on given topics. TheWord
is truly inexhaustible!

On Sunday evening, January 17, we
gathered for our Family Hymn sing.
Bro. Jerry Gutwein gave an informa
tive presentation on the "Pumps for
Haiti" that has been a long standing
project. An overview of Crown Finan
cial Planningwas also presented as we
begin the program in our church.

Our congregationmet for its annual
business meeting on Wednesday eve
ning, January 20. It is definitely appro
priate that we attend to the physical
needs ofour building and that the vari
ous "posts ofduty" are filled by faithful
and willing members.

INDIANA
INDIANAPOLIS
Sandy Lichtle
Gail Bradford

TheNewYear is well on its way-we
need no further evidence to see that
time is a fleeting commodity to be used
wisely.

After several years of prayer,
thoughtful planning, many congrega
tional votes and an encouraging and
on-going fund-raising effort, the India
napolis church is preparing to proceed
with renovations to it's building. The
result will be a more open and accessi
ble fellowship area, larger sanctuary
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and Sunday School rooms and im
proved traffic patterns.

We continue to welcome visitors
that "turn into" Indiana residents. We
are happy to welcome Bro. Glenn and
Sis. Nancy Pfeifer from Chicago, IL, to
our congregation. We hope more will
consider Indianapolis their future
home!

Bro. Bill and Sis. Conni Witzig and
Dan and Barb Umbaugh said hello to a
new granddaughter, Emma Jane
Witzig, born to parents, Rob and Anna
Witzig, on December 22, 2009. The
family circle widens once more as they
embrace another dear baby to love and
cherish.

Joshua Freed was united in mar
riage on December 30, 2009, with
Tabitha Barnett. They will make their
home in Greenfield, IN, where
Joshua's parents, Bro. Tom and Sis.
Kathy Freed, live.

Bro. Makoto Inoue (Sis. Anna) has
earned his MBA from Purdue Univer
sity.

We extend our sympathies to Brian
and Deann Mustard and Katie and
Kara on the passing of "Bud" Mustard
ofN. Judson, IN, after an illness ofsev
eral months. We trust the family feels
the love of God and friends as they
carry on in the absence of a beloved fa
ther and grandfather.

Bro. Adam and Sis. Jill Merkle re
port that Adam's father, George
Merkle of Bluffton, IN, is recovering
from surgery. As the hymn says, "We
need the prayers of those we love"
when we undergo difficulties of any
kind.

We appreciate the recent visit of
ministering Bro. Ken Lawson (Sis.
Sharon, Atlanta, GA).

Recent natural disasters have
brought into sharp focus the brevity of
life and the many needs of the human
family.We areprayingfor recovery and
solace for the victims.

"Lord, thou hast heard the desire of
the humble: thou wilt prepare their
heart, thou wilt cause thine ear to
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hear."
Psalm 10:17

INDIANA, LEO
Elizabeth Schrenk
Abigail Schrenk

"O God, myheart is fixed; I will sing
and give praise, even with my glory.
Awake, psaltery and harp: I myselfwill
awake early. I will praise thee, 0
LORD, among the people: and I will
sing praises unto thee among the na
tions."

Psalm 108: 1-3

The psalmist had his heart fixed on
God. David found himselfworshipping
the God oflsrael early in the morning.
He spent many hours singing and
praising the Lord among many tribes
andnations. Whatachallenge forus to
day! Do we find our hearts fixed on
God? Do we find ourselves rising early
to worship? Will our voices be heard
amongthe nations ofthisworld singing
and praising God Almighty? May our
Heavenly Father find each of us living
these truths like David, the man after
God's own heart.

We have several families who have
joined us this past month. We are
thankful their hearts have been fixed
on serving the Lord at GatewayWoods
Children's Home. Joining us is Bro.
Kirby and Sis. Areli Reuter with son
Isaac from Clarendon, VT. Bro. Kirby
will be working in the counseling de
partment at Gateway. Bro. Mark and
Sis. Julie Maibach and their family
have moved fromAtlanta, GA, to work
in the business office at Gateway. Sis.
Olivia Wuthrich has joined us from
Francisville, IN, to also work in the of
fice at Gateway. We want to extend a
hearty welcome to these families and
we pray they will feel at home as they
worship with us.

We were blessed with two visiting
ministers this month. Bro. Troy Leyse
(Sis. Kelly, Bluffton, IN) shared a
Sunday service with us. Bro. Ned
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Stoller (Sis. Heidi, Alto, MI) shared
with us on Wednesday evening when
his work brought him to our area. We
thank these two brothers for giving of
themselves to bring truths to us from
God's Word.

If you would like to purchase
head-coverings hand-made by Sisters
inMexico, you arewelcome to request a
complete inventory by contacting Sis.
Areli Reutter at either 419-258-2640,
asreutter@gmail.com, or by directly
consulting the following link:
http://sites.google.com/site/headcoveri
ngsfrommexico

INDIANA, MILFORD
Pam Beer
Carol Hurd

The Milford congregation prays for
God's healing powers for our members
recovering from surgery: Bro. Alan
Wuthrich, Sis. Sue Cockburn, Sis.
MayedeanLehmanandBro. LeeBeer.

Visiting ministers this month were
Elder Bro. Bill Schlatter (Sis. Emily,
Junction, OH), Elder Bro. Wayne
Banwart (Sis. Charlen, Champaign,
IL) and Bro. Tom Troxel (Sis. LuAnn,
LaCrosse, IN).

Elder Bro. Wayne assisted Elder
Bro. Bill with testimonies and bap
tisms of Jose Terrazas and his wife,
Norma. The Milford church welcomes
Jose and Norma as a Bro. and Sis. in
faith. May God bless all with much
grace to live as brothers and sisters of
Christ.

Bro. Phil and Sis. Jane Price rejoice
as their daughter, Darcy, has turned to
the Lord in repentance. May the Holy
Spirit guide Darcy to complete peace.

INDIANA, REMINGTON
Jenni Honegger
Marcella Tyler

We are thankful and humbled to
greet Sis. Anna Bahler (Bro. Tim and
Sis. Lynette) and Bro. Stuart Kilgus
(Elder Bro. Dan and Sis. Jenna) as our
brother and sister in the family of
Christ. We regret that we did not re-
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port in last month's article that they
had found peace with the Lord, but we
are glad to report that we heard testi
mony ofthat peace and ofthe work that
He has done in each of their hearts on
January 9. Elder Bro. Kent Heimer
(Sis. Jan, Taylor, MO) lent us his ef
forts on that memorable evening and
for their baptisms on January 10. Bro.
Darren Plattner (Sis. Sue, Champaign,
IL) and Bro. Neil Widmer (Sis. Chris,
West Lafayette, IN) joined him on our
pulpit that Sunday, and we would like
to thank each one of them for being
willingto let the Spirit use themfor our
benefit. We askyou each to please pray
that Sis. Anna andBro. Stuart may feel
the love and encouragement of the
church as they continue on the path
they have chosen.

In similar joy we can report that
Kayla Bahler (Bro. Tim and Sis.
Lynette) and Grant Knobloch (Bro.
Neil and Sis. June) have chosen to walk
the humble roadofrepentancewith the
Lord Jesus by their sides. We pray that
Kayla and Grant will findjoy and com
fort in the mercy that Christ Jesus ex
tends to sinners, and that they will
learn to walk ever more closely with
Him from this point forward in their
young lives.

We recently held our annual mem
bership meeting where we elected sev
eral new Sunday School teachers and
various other church positions. We
would like to sincerely thank each out
going teacher and servant for their
time and effort, as well as extend each
incomingbrother and sister our heart
felt support as they go about doing the
work the Lord has given them.

Several of our congregation made a
trip to Bastrop, TX, to help with the re
lief efforts going on there, along with
several from theWolcott congregation.
We are thankful for their safe return
and pray that the seeds of love that
were sown - both in their hearts and in
the hearts ofthose whom they served
will bear its fruit in due time.
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Note of Thanks:
Dear Ones,
Words cannot express the gratitude

we have for everything you did for
Clyde and our family over the last 18
months. The outpouring of love lifted
our spirits and souls beyond belief.
From your prayers, phone calls, visits,
cards, letters, gifts, food and so much
more, we were overwhelmed by your
love and support. We especially thank
you foryour faithfulness in prayer that
held our family up during some of our
darkest days and long nights, and that
will comfort us in the coming months.
Clyde loved his church family beyond
measure. He felt the bond ofChristian
love. May God bless each ofyou and as
Clydewould simply say, "Thankyou!"

Sis. Mary Sue Waibel and family

INDIANA, SOUTH BEND
Rachel Langhofer
Joshua Martinez

Greetings oflove fromSouthBend!
We are happy to have Bro. Bob and

Sis. Sue Beebe back home from Haiti
after the recentmajor earthquake that
devastated that impoverished Carib
bean island. We look forward to hear
ing about their experiences and are
thankful that God kept our loved ones
safe.

Our sisters have been gathering ev
ery other week to take part in the Ap
ples of Gold Mentoring Bible Study.
The topical studies are based on Titus
2:3-5. We are thankful for the opportu
nity they have to fellowship, grow in
faith and truth and in the love of God,
family, and others.

We pray blessings upon our outgo
ing church officers and our new incom
ing ones as they take over
responsibilities to keep our church
building and gatherings running
smoothly. As we begin 2010, we once
again have interesting news about our
church. Our ushers were unemployed
for the whole year since we had no bap
tisms, weddings or funerals in our con
gregation. However, we continue to
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experience tremendous growth in the
nursery and kindergarten segments of
our church population. We are thank
ful for so many heavenly blessings this
past year and look forward to another
with joy and anticipation. May God's
will be done in our lives and blessed be
the tie that binds our hearts in Chris
tian love.

INDIANA, VALPARAISO
Marguerite Hoerr

Recently we have included in our
morning devotions a book that was
given to me in 1960 by my mother, Sis.
Naoma Beer. Most ofyou are familiar
with "Of the Imitation of Christ" by
Thomas a'Kempis. Thomas was born
in the lower Rhine region in Kempen,
Germany in 1380. Bob, after reading it
one morning, classified this small book
as a "jewel". Most of his writings deal
with the "inward man". For example,
one ofthe chapters is "ofthe obtaining
ofpeace, and ofzealous desire for grow
ing in grace." Each page we've read re
veals a man who was constantly
searching for a closerwalkwith Christ.
Eachmorningwe are reminded ofsome
part of our inner self that needs to be
finer tuned in order to be more like our
Lord. The followingquote is attributed
to a'Kempis, "Without theWaythere is
no going. Without the Truth there is no
knowing. Without the Life there is no
living." I wishyou the samejoy in read
ing his writings as we have found.

On December 27 a reception was
held in our church fellowship hall for
Casey and Ginelle Bucher. They were
married onOctober 24 in Fenwick, On
tario. This gave everyone in Casey's
boyhood church a chance to become ac
quaintedwithhis newbride and towish
them God's blessings on their mar
riage. Casey is the son ofBro. Tim and
Sis. Julie Bucher ofValparaiso. He and
his three brothers have people skills
that include everyone, young people
and those of us who are older. Casey
and Ginelle met three years ago on a
mission trip to Vietnam. They both
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work for L'Arche, assisting handi
capped adults in Hamilton, Ontario.
We wish them a happy future, blessed
by God.

On January 17 we were richly
blessedbythe visit andministry ofBro.
Nile Bucher ofthe Bluffton North con
gregation. We missed Sis. Phyllis who
was ill and couldn't accompany him,
butwereblessedby those who did come
with him: Bro. Harold and Sis. Vi
Meyer and Bro. Gary and Sis. Nancy
Stoller. We thank God for their fellow
ship.

Bro. Lyle and Sis. Marilyn
Zeltwanger have gone to Phoenix, AZ,
for the winter. Bro. Ken and Sis. Carol
Bucher are enjoying the winter in Ft.
Myers, FL, as is Bro. Art Heinold. May
God be with them and keep them safe
until they return in the spring. Sis.
Gwen Bucher has traveled to Ixtlan,
MX, to spend some timewith Bro. Mar
shall and Sis. Jan Heinold.

May the year 2010 bring you bless
ings in abundance. Happy New Year
from all ofus in theValparaiso congre
gation

INDIANA
WEST LAFAYETTE

Hollie Meister
Darlene Walder

Several from our congregation trav
eled toArgentina for amission trip this
past month. They were blessed with
many opportunities to shareHisWord.
We are glad for their safe return.

Our congregation gathered for
Family Praise Night this month. We
enjoyed food, fun, singing, and fellow
ship. Those that went on the mission
trip to Argentina shared their experi
ences with everyone. This was truly an
uplifting evening.

We would like to thank the visiting
ministers who came this month. We
appreciateyour time andwillingnessto
share His Word with us.

Just a reminder that we are cur
rently sharing our Church building as
our new facility is under construction.
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Sunday's worship service starts at
11:10 am, and our Thursday evening
service starts at 7: 00 pm. We hope to be
in our new facility on Easter Sunday,
April 4, 2010.

INDIANA, WOLCOTT
Lynell Blume

Donita Edelman
Our annual meetingwas held Mon

day, January4.We appreciate andoffer
our thanks to those brothers and sis
ters who have completed their respon
sibilities. MayGodprovidewisdom and
encouragement to thosewho havebeen
newly elected to positions.

Bro. Seth and Sis. Brandy Beer
(Phoenix, AZ) are the happy, first-time
parents ofGeorgia Rose born on Janu
ary 7. Excited grandparents are Bro.
Jon and Sis. Wendy Schwab and Bro.
Steve and Sis. Connie Beer (Leo, IN).
May this little bundle from heaven
bless their lives withmuchjoy and hap
piness.

Sharing God's love and Biblical
teachings this month were visiting
ministers, Bro. Nate Lehman (Sis.
Yvonne, Denver, CO) and Bro. Randy
Gudeman (Sis. Becky, Francesville,
IN). Wewish to thankthem for their ef
forts and theirwillingness to be used in
the Lord's service.

Bro. Glenn Blume was relieved of
his earthly afflictions when he passed
from this life into eternity on January
20. Sharing in the loss of their father
are Sis. Glenna (Bro. Mike) Minniear,
Jeff (Cynthia), Craig (Kathy), Bro.
Larry (Sis. Lynell), and Kent (Robin).
Also mourning this loss are many
grandchildren and great-grandchil
dren. We pray that this family can feel
our love and sympathy, and that the
Lord will be a source of comfort to
them.

IOWA, BLOOMFIELD
Christy Wiegand

"Trust in the Lord with all thine
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heart; and lean not unto thine own un
derstanding. In all thy ways acknowl
edge him, and he shall direct thy
paths."

Proverbs 3:5-6

Our hearts were filled with sorrow
over New Year's as Bro. Henry
Wettstein (Oakville) passed from this
life to his eternal reward. Bro. Henry
was a special part of our church family
for two years. Our sympathy is ex
tended to his wife, Sis. Wendy
(Oakville), his parents, Bro. Denny and
Sis. Emily (Congerville), and all the
Wettstein and Schultz families.

Bro. Henry showed a lot oflove to
wards each ofus here inBloomfield and
we are thankful to report that since his
illness and deathwe have six souls that
felt the need of a Savior and turned to
the Lord in repentance. We are rejoic
ingwith Loren and Steven Schock (El
der Bro. Doug and Sis. Clara), Nathan
and Caleb Wettstein (Bro. Lloyd and
Sis. Carol), Philip Maibach (Bro. Tim
and Sis. Mary), Darcy Price (Bro. Phil
and Sis. Jane, Milford, IN), and Jake
Joos (Bro. Ron and Sis. Christy). We
pray that the Lord will be near each
one.

Our sympathy is also extended to
Bro. Harold and Sis. Mary Jane Knapp
at the passingofherbrother, Bro.Jerry
Schumacher (Eureka); and to Bro.
Dave and Sis. Mary Wiegand, as we
heard that Bro. Dave's sister, Sally
DeGroot, passed away. May the Lord
grant comfort.

Congratulations to Loren Schock
and Darcy Price as they announced
their engagement. Our prayers are
with them, as they seek the Lord's di
rection in their lives and plan for their
wedding andmarriage. Parents are El
der Bro. Doug and Sis. Clara Schock
and Bro. Phil and Sis. Jane Price
(Milford).

We thank ministering Bro. Brad
Funk (Sis. Laura, Garden Grove) for
coming over and preaching to us on
New Year's Eve. May the Lord bless
Bro. Brad and Sis. Laura for their love
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and support.
We gathered together Saturday,

January 16, to listen to the Memoran
dum. We were blessed with the pres
ence of Elder Bros. Ervin Knecht
(Eureka) and Charles Sauder (Tre
mont). What ablessed eveningwe had.
Wewere reminded ofthe importance of
striving to be more Christ-like in every
aspect of our lives. A special thanks to
Bros. Ervin and Charles for your ef
forts. May the Lord bless you both!

Our church family enjoyed the op
portunity to gather together and pack
age soup. It was a nice evening of
fellowshipping and working together.
Our prayer is that the recipients of the
soup packages can feel our Savior's love
and mercy!

IOWA, BURLINGTON
Marilyn Anderson

Karla Gerst

Thou, Lord, hast for me devoted
Soul and body, life and all;
So there shall be consecrated
All I have, both great and small,
All my efforts and endeavor
To Thy service and Thy call.

Zion's Harp #226, vs. 7

We appreciated having Elder Bro.
Jon Schmidgall (Oakville) with us to
share the Word and be at our annual
meeting. At the meeting, Bro. Gary
Schulz was chosen to serve as a trustee,
Sis. Dixie Messner will serve on the
kitchen committee and Sis. Marilyn
Andersonwillhelpwrite the SilverLin
ing. A special thank you to those that
have completed their terms.

After serving on the pulpit for al
most 30 years, Bro. Paul Eisenmann
announced he will be retiring from the
ministry at the end of January. We
want to thankBro. Paul and Sis. Elaine
for their many years of service.

"I have shewed you all things, how
that so labouring ye ought to support
theweak and to remember thewords of
the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more
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blessed to give than to receive."
Acts 20:35

IOWA, ELGIN
Maria Rocke

Michael Schupbach has become en
gaged to Nikki Wittmayer of Des
Moines, IA. Michael's parents are Bro.
John and Sis. Janet. Nikki's parents
are KregWittmayer and Rob and Kelly
Westervelt.

OurministeringBro. Kent Getz has
taken the lead on the pulpit here in
Elgin.We thankBro. FloydFrieden for
his faithfulness in this duty and wish
Bro. Kent God's guiding hand in his
new role.

This pastmonthwe held our annual
business meeting. As some duties have
beenpassed to others, we thankallwho
have fulfilled their service in their re
spective duties. Bro. Phillip Wyss was
elected as our new trustee, replacing
Bro. Dean Rocke. Bro. Floyd Frieden
has taken over Bro. Kent Getz's re
sponsibility of the Gateway Woods
fund.

We thank Elder Bro. Don Braker
(Sis. Eileen, Kansas City, MO) and El
der Bro. Wayne Grimm (Sis. Rose,
WestBend, IA) for their labors this past
month, as both were here to share the
Memorandum letter with us. The Lord
truly blessed our weekend.

IOWA, IOWA CITY
Diana Butikofer

Our prayers for a speedy recovery
are with Bro. Wayne (Sis. Becky)
Snodgrass following surgery on both
feet.

Bro. Jim and Sis. Diana Butikofer,
along with Kyla, Garett, Wyatt and
Larissa, welcomed Mitchell Aaron,
born January 6, into their family.
Grandparents, Bro. Al and Sis.
LaVerne Butikofer (Elgin, IA) and Bro.
Gene and Sis. Evie Heinold (LaCrosse,
IN), are also thankful.

We pray that God's will and glory
will continue to be seen through the af-
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termath ofthe earthquake inHaiti. We
are thankful so many were spared and
continue to pray for the families of
those whowere not spared ofdeath, in
jury, and difficult times. We also ask
God's encouragement and discern
ment for those seeking to direct and
provide relief efforts.

IOWA, LESTER
Polly Metzger
Gloria Moser

First-time parents, Bro. Daniel and
Sis. Stephanie Messner, welcomed a
precious baby boy, Jared Lee, born on
December 20. Thankful grandparents
are Bro. Henry and Sis. Charlene
Messner and Bro. Rodney and Sis.
Denise Schaeffer (Morris, MN). Alexa
Rose was born on January 6 to Bro.
Travis and Sis. Kathy Knoblock. Tyra,
Kiana, Dayra, Bryna and Luca are the
excited big sisters. Grandparents are
Bro. Rogerand Sis. JanetKnoblockand
Bro. Gene and Sis. Evie Heinold (La
Crosse, IN).

Our Christmas program was held
on December 20. It is a beautiful bless
ing to watch the Sunday School chil
dren share the Christmas story with
songs and recitations. It was especially
heartwarming to listen to all 180 stu
dents sing two hymns together at the
close of the evening.

Visiting ministers this past month
were: Elder Bro. Roy Koehl (Morris,
MN), Bro. RogerAberle (Sabetha, KS),
Bro. Virg Metzger (Chicago, IL), Bro.
Mark Schmidgall (Oakville, IA), Bro.
Larry Bahr (Ft. Scott, KS), Bro. Brad
Gudeman (Bradford, IL), and Bro.
James Knapp (Congerville, IL). May
God always direct the words and medi
tations of their hearts to honor and
praise Him.

Little Elsa Metzger (Bro. Drew and
Sis. Maria) and Taryn Besonen (Brant
and Samantha) have spent time in the
hospital and are recuperatingathome.

Haste and seek your soul's salvation:
Heed the Word of God today!
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Zion's Harp #52

How thankful we are to share the
news of converts. Morris and Tonya
Metzger, Keith andJulieMoser, Ethan
and TrixieMetzger andNate Knobloch
(Bro. Dan and Sis. Rejean) have an
swered the call ofrepentance. MayGod
grant them much grace to establish a
firm foundation on Jesus Christ, the
Solid Rock.

We extend our congratulations to
Kristy Popkes (Bro. Gregand Sis. Lori)
and Brady Mickelson as they have an
nounced their engagement. May God
be with them as they make plans for
their wedding.

Our sympathy is extended to Bro.
Phil and Sis. Donna Mogler on the
death of their grandson, Bro. Henry
Wettstein. May God provide comfort
and peace.

A tradition at our New Year's Eve
church service is to share the statistics.
In our Lester congregation there were
20 babies, 4 deaths and 9 baptisms in
2009.

Another year is dawning,
Dear Master let it be.
In working or in waiting,
Another year with Thee.
Another year is dawning,
Dear Master, let it be.
On earth or else in heaven,
Another year for Thee.

Hymns ofZion #150

IOWA, OAKVILLE
Sharla Wiegand

On December 16, Aiden Keith was
welcomed into the home ofBro. Brent,
Sis. Bethany, Neil and Russell Frank.
Thankful grandparents are Bro. Dale
and Sis. TinaFrankandBro. Roger and
Sis. June Schulz.

We have been blessed with many
visitingministers including Elder Bro.
Wayne Banwart (Champaign, IL), Bro.
Phil Schulz (Burlington, IA), Bro. Mi
chael Wagenbach (Wolcott, IN), and
Bro. Dan Stoller (Rockville, CT).

Our hearts are grieving over the
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sudden loss of Bro. Henry Wettstein,
who passed away on December 31 after
a brief illness. The prayers of our con
gregation continue for his dear wife,
Sis. Wendy, that the Lord would sus
tain her in the days and years ahead.
Along with many other visitors at the
funeral, we appreciate the efforts of
ministering Bro. Joe Dotterer
(Bloomfield, IA), Bro. Mike
Rinkenberger (Congerville, IL), Bro.
Beirne Messner (Morris, MN), Elder
Bro. Ben Walder (Congerville, IL) and
Elder Bro. Doug Schock (Bloomfield,
IA).

"For now we see through a glass,
darkly; but then face to face: now I
know in part; but then shall I know
even as also I am known."

I Corinthians 13:12

IOWA, WEST BEND
Janet Fehr
Leona Fehr

Two dear sisters were hospitalized
in the pastmonth, andwe are thankful
both are home doingbetter. May God's
presence be felt in both Sis. Rosene
GrimmandSis.JoyceBanwart's lives.

This Christmas season was a very
snowy one for us here. Church services
were canceled on Christmas day in
West Bend, but we were able to enjoy
the SundaySchool programheld on the
Sunday before. Our prayer is that each
child and teacherwere blessed for their
efforts.

Our hearts went out to the family of
Annette Fehr of Fort Dodge, formerly
ofWest Bend, who died on December
30. She is survived by her husband, Al
fred; son, Chad, ofWest Des Moines;
daughter, Yvonne Fehr, ofFort Dodge;
and two grandchildren.

On January 8, Sis. Lucille Wirtz
passed from this life to be with the
Lord. Her loving children are in our
prayers: Ronald (Carol) Wirtz of
Emmetsburg, IA; Keith (Sandy) Wirtz
ofMallard, IA; and Pamela (Virg) Lyon
of Boone, IA.
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We were also saddened to hear that
Carolyn (Ron) Banwart's mother, An
nie Chiles, fromOcoee, FL, finishedher
life on earth. May the Lord touch all the
hearts that are hurting in a way that
only He can.

Midweek services are a wonderful
encouragement and we were thankful
for the evidence of God's Spirit
amongst us when Bro. Gary Brown
(Sis. Jane, Forrest, IL) encouraged our
hearts with pure, simple teachings
from God's Word. "Teach me thy way,
0 Lord, and leadme in a plain path, be
cause ofmineenemies." (Psalm27:ll)

JAPAN, TOKYO
Jana Klaus

The year ended with abundant
blessings for Sis. Haruyo Onoda as two
new grandchildren joined her family.
Her oldest son, Yuichi, and his wife,
Ayako, had their first child, a boy
named Ryota, on December 8. Just a
week before that, her second and mid
dle son, Kunihiro, and his wife, Miho,
had their second child, a boy named
Michi. His big brother Riku is 5 years
old. We rejoice with Sis. Haruyo on
these births that bring such hope and
joy and pray for all of her family to be
drawn to the Lord, the Giver of these
great blessings.

We started out the new year with a
large gatheringofworshippers the first
Sunday of January. There were so
many families, in fact, that 19 children
were present for the whole day! How
encouraging it was! We welcomed the
Kinsinger family from Shioda Church,
Bro.Johnand Sis.Wanda, James, Jesse
and Joy who brought along Sis.
Wanda's mother, Sis. Janna Baer
(Bradford, IL), who was visiting for
several weeks. Two of the Sunday
school boys from Shioda, Kotaro and
Koshin Furuya, were also with us as
they were spending time at the Klaus
house. Then, we had three Japanese
families who have become quite regu
lar attendees-the Suzurikawa family
(two girls and one boy), the Muramori
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family (two boys) and Mrs. Ikeda and
her son, Kei. We will greatly miss the
Ikeda's as theywillbejoiningtheirhus
band/father this February who was
transferred to Vietnam for a fewyears.
Thank you for prayers for these pre
cious families, as well as for our whole
church.

Our dearBro. Sanada-sandidn't get
a very good start to the new year as he
suffered a heart attack. We are so
thankful he could get good care in time,
and the Lord spared his life. He is still
hospitalized and we ask for many
prayers for him to be healed physically
as well as to be strengthened mentally
and spirituallyduringhis days ofrecov
ery.

We are always missing and praying
for our sufferingSis. ShizukoUrushino
who is still hospitalized, but we are
thankful she was able to be moved to a
hospital much closer to her home.

KANSAS, BERN
Sheri Edelman

Jill Meyer
A baby girl, Karen Ranae, has been

added to the household of Bro. Bruce
and Sis. Diane Stoller. Big brother,
Seth, is all smiles with her! Her grand
parents are Bro. Darrel and Sis. Gloria
Stoller as well as Bro. Curt and Sis. El
len Strahm (Sabetha, KS). May God
be their guide as they train up their
children in the way they should go.

Hospital patients this month have
been Sis. Arlene Esslinger, Sis. Janet
Meyer (Bro. Robert) and Bro. Eldon
Plattner (Sis. Wanetta). Our prayers
have been and continue to be with each
of you.

We thank Bro. Jeff Bahler (Sis.
Heidi, Wolcott, IN) for ministering
God's Holy Word to us. We hope you
come back soon!

Our annual business meeting was
held and newbrothers and sisters were
elected to positions for the year. May
God lead us in holy unity as we do our
part for the church.
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KANSAS, FORT SCOTT
Martin Hohulin Sr.

On the evening ofDecember 23, we
said farewell to Ft. Scott's second old
est brother. At the age of 82, Bro.
Wayne (Buzz) Sinn was called to his
eternalHome. Survivingare his wife of
60 years, Sis. Juanita (Davis) Sinn; two
sons, Bro. David (Sis. Jolene) and
Steve; three daughters, Sis. Linda
Banwart (Bro. Gene), Sondra (Terry),
and Becky Blaser; one brother, Lester
Sinn; and one sister; IleneMcDaniel. In
addition, he leaves sixteen grandchil
dren and four great-grandchildren.

Bro. Wayne was born July 6, 1927,
to Bro. Fred and Sis. Elsie (Eberle)
Sinn at Fort Scott. His mother was
from Princeville, IL. Elder Bro. John
Lehman and Bro. Larry Bahr had the
services. This was the first funeral in
Fort Scott since July 2007.

Bro. Wayne and his family lived on
the Kansas/Missouri state line where
the church was founded by his
great-grandfather, Bro. George Sinn
Sr., and others in 1893. As Bro.
Wayne's children became school age,
they were permitted to attend schools
in either Kansas or Missouri. This op
tion came to an end as they got older
and attended high school in Missouri.

Bro. Wayne and Sis. Juanita re
pented at Fort Scott andwere baptized
with their oldest daughter, Linda, and
Nancy Kraft on August 2, 1970, by El
der Bros. Sam Anliker and Lester
Hartter. Bro. Wayne was a quiet and
talented man. He built three of their
residences. Relocations of a state high
waytooktwo ofthem. Hewas employed
by the Fort Scott school district for 24
years, retiring as head of the mainte
nance department.

The Sinn name is not to be confused
with those from Oregon, Illinois, and
Ohio. However, Sis. Carol Sinn from
Tremont, IL, did not have to change
her last name when she married Bro.
John Sinn from Fort Scott.

Bro. Ryan Kellenberger has trans
ferred fromKansas State University to
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Pittsburg State University to continue
his Masters degree in education. It is a
blessing to have him in church each
Sunday.

Sis. Teresa Bahr hosted a pizza sup
per andtaffypull for the Sunday School
children and any adults who wanted to
brave the cold weather. It was a bless
ing for all who attended.

We rejoice with our dear friend,
Kimmy Leek (Jared), who has gradu
ated from nursing school. She has also
passed her state boards. We wish her
well in her in her chosen profession.

On January 13 we held our annual
business meeting. We thank thosewho
have served us in the past and appreci
ate those willing to serve us in the fu
ture.

KANSAS
LAMONT-GRIDLEY

Ester Knobloch
We appreciate those who travel to

worship with us and the labors of our
visiting ministers. Bro. Cory Metzger
(Sis. Jodi, Wichita) and Bro. Floyd
Frieden (Sis. Jan, Elgin, IA) have
brought forth the Word to our congre
gation this past month. We pray that
God's Spirit will always be with the
ministers that they can teach us the
way of truth and righteousness.

Our annual business meeting was
held and responsibilities were given to
different brothers and sisters. Our
thanks goes to thosewhohave served in
various ways the past year.

KANSAS, SABETHA
Rebekah Beyer
Carrie Grimm

"But cleaveunto theLordyour God,
as ye have done unto this day."

Joshua 23:8

Our congregation bid farewell to
Sis. LynnRees and children: Jacob, Da
vid, Michael, and Emily. Her husband
Jason has been transferred to Alaska.
Wewillmiss havingthemworship with
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us and pray that God will always be at
their sideas theyaremanymiles away!

It was a great blessing to have a
crowded church on December 20. This
was the wedding day of Sis. Jody
Grimm (Bro. Kevin and Sis. Nita) and
Bro. Michael Nohl (Bro. Dewayne and
Sis. Janice, Morris, MN). Visitingmin
isters were Elder Bro. Lawrence Luthi
(Sis. Becky, Lamar, MO), Bro. Rex
Frieden (Sis. Vera, Lamar, MO), and
Bro. Beirne Messner (Sis. Joyce, Mor
ris, MN).

Due to a severe winter snowstorm,
our Christmas Day service was
cancelled. We were, however, able to
meet together for New Year's Eve ser
vices.

Bro. Curt and Sis. Ellen Strahm
have a new granddaughter. Karen
Ranae was born to Bro. Bruce and Sis.
Diane, and Seth Stoller on December
30. They attend church at Bern, KS,
alongwith paternal grandparents, Bro.
Darrel and Sis. Gloria Stoller.

Bro. Gene Kellenberger (Sis. Mar
ian), Bro. Virgil Hartter (Sis. Marie),
and Sis. Irene Lehman have all spent
time in the hospital. Our prayers will
go with them as they gain strength and
comfort from our Great Physician.

Weheld our annual churchbusiness
meetingonJanuary 12. Sincere thanks
go to all who contribute to the opera
tion of our church.

"Mercy unto you, and peace, and
love, be multiplied."

Jude2

KANSAS, WICHITA
Emma Miller

The work day at the Mennonite
Central Center in Newton has been re
scheduled for January 21. Since the
last of the snow from the storms that
cancelled the December work day is
nearly gone, we are anticipating better
weather conditions to travel to the
work destination.

The Wichita congregation is small
in numbers. The excitement ofChrist-
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mas ispast andwe are in amore relaxed
state ofbeing. One of our families has
three boys who stay for second service.
Theseyoungmenhave endeared them
selves to an elderly sister in the congre
gation who is generous with hugs,
praise, and encouragement. The boys
sit quietly with their parents or grand
motherduringsecond service. Theyare
allowed to have sketch pads and ink
pens so they can quietly get through
the afternoon. They must not talk dur
ingthe service. The oldest likes to draw
something pertinent to the lesson he
had in Sunday School. The second boy
is more ofa doodler and creates beauti
ful designs. After he nearly completed
his last page, he saw that he hadmade a
bottle. He finished the bottle details
and explained that thebottle contained
water for the people in Haiti. Lastly,
the youngest child came for his hugs
and showed her his poodle (stuffed of
course). Yes, we are a small group and
we also are blessed when we take the
time to encourage one another.

We can be encouraged with these
words from Micah 6:8.

"He hath shewed thee, 0man, what
is good, andwhat doth the Lord require
of thee but to do justly, and to love
mercy, and to walk humbly with thy
God?"

MEXICO, IXTLAN
Matt Gerber

"And theymade a calfin those days,
and offered sacrifice unto the idol, and
rejoiced in the works of their own
hands."

Acts 7:41

Stephen had the rapt attention of
his Jewish audience. There was noth
ing they loved more than to hear the
highlights of the history ofAbraham,
Moses, and other greatmen. Theywere
zealous for Moses, for the law, and for
the place they considered supremely
sacred- the temple. They had falsely
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accused Stephen ofspeaking "blasphe
mouswords against this holyplace, and
against the law" (Acts 6: 13), and ofsay
ing that Jesus of Nazareth would de
s troy the temple and change the
customs that Moses delivered to them.
Stephen's face shone like an angel as he
gave his defense. He began to recount
the events of God's workings with the
Jews, and at first everything seemed to
be going smoothly. The angry crowd
began to calm down as they listened. It
appeared that Stephen might get off
the hook after all. How could the Jews
resist such a beautiful summary of
their history? Maybe they had been
wrong about Stephen. He wasn't say
ing anything "blasphemous". Stephen
finished talking about Moses and came
to David, who desired to build a house
for God...then Solomon, his son, who
built it.

If Stephen had stopped there, he
might have gotten off with his life. He
would have done little more than give
an interesting history lesson, with a
few important notes. But he hadn't fin
ished his sermon. All of this was build
ing up to his main point-the main
point that would get him killed. Ste
phen paused, then quoted the prophet
Isaiah: "Howbeit the most High
dwelleth not in temples made with
hands; as saith the prophet, Heaven is
my throne, and earth is my footstool:
what house will ye build me? saith the
Lord: or what is the place of my rest?
Hath not my hand made all these
things?" (Acts 7:48-50, emphasis
added).

Now Stephen got a reaction out of
the hearers! He hadjust told them that
Goddidn't need their temple. He didn't
need the great works of their hands.
His hand had made all these things.
The Jews in Stephen's day were no dif
ferent than the Jews in Moses' day,
whichmade the goldencalfandrejoiced
in the works oftheir own hands rather
than in the work ofGod's hands. They
were worshiping their own religion;
their own works had become their god;
theyhad turnedthe ternple into an idol-
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atrous center of man-made religion
and self-righteousness. They were
proud oftheir history; their traditions;
their good works and achievements.
But they had forgotten that they were
sinners andonlyGod'sworks are good.

Stephen minced no words for the
self-righteous Jews: "Ye stiffnecked
and uncircumcised in heart and ears,
ye do always resist the Holy Ghost: as
your fathers did, so do ye! Which ofthe
prophets have not your fathers perse
cuted?And they have slain themwhich
showedbefore ofthe comingofthe Just
One; ofwhomye have been now the be
trayers and murderers: Who have re
ceived the law by the disposition of
angels, and have not kept it." Ste
phen's words exposed their hypocrisy
and sin. Outwardly they were circum
cised, Jews, followers ofMoses, keepers
of the law; but inwardly they were un
converted rebels, persecutors of God's
prophets, murderers ofJesus, the Just
One, and breakers of God's law. This
was more than they could take! When
they heard these things, they were cut
to the heart, and they gnashed on him
with their teeth" (Acts 7:51-55). They
put their hands over their ears,
dragged Stephen out of the city, and
stoned him.

We can learnmany things from this
account ofStephen. But there's a prin
ciple here that is universally true-in
all ages, among all people groups, for
each human being-not just for the
Jews in Stephen's day. In Acts 17, Paul
was talking to a totally different audi
ence ofGreek philosophers. But he said
something strikingly similar to what
Stephen said to the Jews: "God that
made the world and all things therein,
seeing that he is Lord of heaven and
earth, dwelleth not in temples made
withhands; neither isworshippedwith
men's hands, as though he needed any
thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and
breath, and all things... (Acts 17:24-25,
emphasis added).

Whether it's zealous Jews in Jeru
salem, superstitious Greeks in Athens,
or Americans, or Mexicans, uncon-
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verted sinners all have something in
common. Everybody wants to believe
that the works of their own hands are
good. Everybody "rejoices in the works
oftheir ownhands". People want to be
lieve that they're ok, that their religion
is enough for them, that they do a
prettygoodjob ofkeepingthe law. They
get angry and resistive when someone
tells them that they are sinners; that
without Christ theirworks are as filthy
rags before God; that being religious
can't save anybody; that as sinners
they have broken every command of
God's law. Human beings don't natu
rally rejoice in God's work for us; they
rejoice in their works for God!

The Gospel will mean nothing to
sinners until they realize by the Holy
Spirit's illumination that all men by
nature are wretched sinners, rebels at
heart, and the works of our own hands
can never make us righteous before
God. It's then that the Gospel becomes
"good news" to them! They can repent
of their own works and rejoice in
Christ's work for us on the cross. As we
interactwith people and share the Gos
pel in the U.S. and Mexico, we will en
counter resistance to this truth, just
like Stephen did. But maywe pray that
Godwould give us boldness thisyear as
we share the gospel at home and
abroad; that He'd open the eyes and
hearts of those we talk to, that they
would see their sin, repent and be con
verted to Christ. We thankGodandyou
for supporting the gospel-sharing ef
forts in IxtlanandMexico this pastyear
2009 through prayer, donations, and
many other practical ways.

MICHIGAN, ALTO
Listyn Oesch

Melissa Blough
Despite the world events aroundus,

we submit our trust to God andpray for
the hurting souls. "Blessed are they
that mourn: for they shall be com
forted." (Matthew 5:4). Only God can
bring true comfort and healing.

In response to the earthquake in
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Haiti, our congregation gathered on
January 19 for a food packing night to
assist in relief efforts.

Our prayers are with Sis. Kate
Wheeler and DennyKoehl as theywere
hospitalized. They are both now home
and recuperating. We wish them God's
blessings and a speedy recovery.

Wewould like to thankvisitingmin
istering Bro. Matthew Steffen and his
wife, Sis. Deanna (Princeville), for
their labor of love.

This month we had the privilege of
holding our annual business meeting
and would like to thank all who served
in the past years. Our newly elected of
fices include: Bro. Ed Sanders as
trustee, Sis. Kristen Plattner and Sis.
Michelle Oesch on kitchen committee,
Bro. PaulJacksononWorldRelief, Bro.
Otto Schlatter forWoodhaven and Sis.
Listyn Oesch and Sis. Melissa Blough
for the Silver Lining.

MICHIGAN, BAY CITY
Sarah Knochel

Janelle Ramseyer
The Christmas season brought vis

iting ministers to our congregation
while they were here visiting family.
We appreciate having Bros. Jesse
Bedolla (Sis. Bonnie, Detroit, MI) ,
Steve Stieglitz (Sis. Jane, Leo, IN) and
Dave Steffen (Sis. Linda, Elgin, IL)
fellowshipping with us. Each of these
brothers' wives originated from Bay
City and we are thankful they return
"home" to share the Word with us.

Sis. Kay Knochel (Bro. Jim) spent
time in the hospital recently andwe are
thankful that God has blessed her re
covery so far. We continue to pray for
each one that suffers from infirmities
ofthe flesh that God's will would be ac
complished in each of their lives.

At our annual business meeting,
Sis. Delores Munsel (Bro. Fred) was
elected to the Kitchen committee and
Bro. Ken Schlatter was elected as
Trustee. They replace Sis. Joan Long
(Rick) andBro. JackKnochel (Sis. Deb
bie).
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'Tis so sweet to trust in Jesus,
Just to take Him at His word;
Just to rest upon His promise,
Just to know "Thus saith the Lord!"

Jesus, Jesus, how I trust Him!
How I've proved Him o'er and o'er
Jesus, Jesus, precious Jesus!
0 for grace to trust Him more!

Hymns ofZion, #147

Note: February is Bay City's collec
tionmonth for Silver Liningdues. Sug
gested donation is $14 and should be
put in the General Fund. If you have
any address changes, please contact
one of the correspondents.

MICHIGAN, DETROIT
Kay Rauhe

Manuela Denes

"God is our refuge and strength, a
verypresent help in trouble. Therefore
will notwe fear, though the earth be re
moved, and though the mountains be
carried into the midst of the sea"

Psalm 46:1-2

Watching the news stories from
Haiti and all the destruction that has
taken place there over the last few
weeks really brought this verse to
mind. Wewere so thankful to hear that
the Lord was merciful to our brethren
who have been serving there on work
teams. Our prayers go out to all who
have suffered in this time but howwon
derful to have the promise that Godwill
be "our refuge...though the earth be re
moved".

Prayers and greetings go to those of
our loved ones who have suffered from
illness or accidents this past month.
Sis. Sanche Denes continues to suffer
some pain but has so enjoyed hearing
from loved ones-cards have really
brightenedherday! BrandonBahr, Ca
leb Ramseyer and Jack Maibach have
all been dealingwith broken bones due
to some winter accidents. We wish
themall a speedy recovery and pray for
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healing and good recovery. Sis.
PersedaWieland is at home andunable
to assemble with us in church. While
she declines physically, her mind and
spirit continue to be sharp. Bro. Jason
Rauhe and Sis. KayRauheboth experi
enced knee surgery recently and we
also wish for them to have a speedy re
covery. Sis. Martha Szilagyi was ad
mitted to the hospital recently-our
thoughts and prayers are with her.

Our prayers and sympathy are ex
tended to Bro. Brian (Sis. Cherise)
Blume in the unexpected passing ofhis
grandfather, Bro. Glen (Sis. Norma)
Blume fromWolcott.

A special thankyou goes out to Bro.
Bill Waibel (Sis. Carol, Bay City, Ml)
for making the trip out to minister to
our residents ofWoodhaven andWood
pointe. We are always grateful to our
brothers and sisters who make the
drive out during the week.

Congratulations to Rachel
Nagher's graduation on December 17.
Her parents are Bro. Milan and Sis.
Joyce Germaine.

There are a few upcoming events
that we'd like our brethren to mark in
their calendars: Representatives from
GatewayWoods will be here February
6 to share an update with us. Minister
ingBro. JeffWaibel (Leo, IN) is expect
ing to be here with us for the weekend.
Elder Bro. RonMessner (Washington,
IL) willbewithus, Lordwilling, on Sat
urday, March 13, to assist with the
church Conference Letter. Dinner is
plannedfor 5: 00 and the servicewillbe
gin at 6:30. Bro. Ron also plans to give
an update on Timber Ridge and other
ministries of the Home for the Handi
capped at Woodpointe, Sunday,
March14, at 1:45 p.m. Thank you for
making the time to support these im
portant events.

"Lord thouwilt ordainpeace forus:
'for thou also hast wrought all our

works in us."
Isaiah 26: 12
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MINNESOTA
MINNEAPOLIS
Mary Mogler

O how sweet to trust in Jesus
Just to trust His cleansing blood;
Just in simple faith to plunge me
'Neath the healing, cleansing flood.

Hymns ofZion

As itwas pennedmanyyears ago, so
it is with our dear friend, Rae Lynn
(Arie) Leenderts, who has the desire to
place her trust in Jesus and to be
cleansed by His blood.

"In whom we have redemption
through His blood, the forgiveness of
sins, according to the riches of His
grace,"

Ephesians 1:7

Wepray that byHis grace Rae Lynn
mayfind true and lastingpeaceand for
giveness as shewalkswith theOnewho
loved great enough to even shed His
blood that we could go free.

Many were the blessings when a
number of college students from cen
tral Illinois made their annual trip to
Minnesota over the Martin Luther
King weekend. We enjoyed renewing
friendships andmakingnewones aswe
spent time together in winter activi
ties, fellowship and singing on Satur
day. A full house as we gathered to
worship on Sundaywas truly ablessing
to our small congregation, and the ad
ditional voices blending together in
praise was ajoy to all. We look forward
to next January, Lordwilling, whenwe
can welcome another group.

Our thoughts and prayers go to our
elderly sisters, who because ofcold and
snowyweather or health issues, cannot
assemble with us. There is an empty
spot where you would be and we miss
you.

MINNESOTA, MORRIS
Susie Wulf

Sheila Reuter
We were thankful Bro. Jim Koehl
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was here to help in the ministry this
month. May God bless him for his la
bors on our behalf.

We are happy for Scott and Alyssa
Wulfas theywelcomed home their first
child, Alison May.

We wish to congratulate Bro.
Rodney and Sis. Denise Schaefer as
they have become first-time grandpar
ents to Jared LeeMessner (Bro. Daniel
and Sis. Stephanie of Lester, IA).

We welcome Sis. Jody Grimm (Bro.
Kevin and Sis. Nita) to Morris as she
was united inmarriage to Bro. Michael
Nohl (Bro. DeWayne and Sis. Janice).
MayGod bless their union as they have
become one in the Lord.

We rejoice with Bro. Doug
Feuchtenberger (Bro. Gerald and Sis.
Karen) and Sis. Kim Luginbuhl (Bro.
Marvin and Sis. Rose) as they have felt
led to become one in the Lord. MayGod
bless and be near them in the days
ahead.

We pray God's healing hand will be
upon Bro. Howard Goll as he has spent
some time in the hospital.

MINNESOTA,WINTHROP
Julie Schmidt

Lindsay Schmidt

I know not what awaits me,
God kindly veils mine eyes,
And o'er each step ofmy onward way
He makes new scenes to rise;
And every joy He sends me
comes a sweet and glad surprise.
Where He may lead I'll follow,
my trust in Him repose;
And every hour in perfect peace
I'll sing, He knows, He knows.

0 blissful lack of wisdom,
'tis blessed not to know;
He holds me with His own right hand,
and will not let me go,
And lulls my troubled soul to rest
in Him who loves me so.
Where He may lead I'll follow,
my trust in Him repose;
And every hour in perfect peace
I'll sing, He knows, He knows.

Gospel Hymns #181 vs 1&3
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As another year ends, it's a blessing
tobe able to reflect and see thatGodhas
beenwithus every step ofthewayhold
ing our hand. As we welcome the new
year we can be thankful that we know
not what awaits us. May we ever put
our trust in the almighty God who
knows what's best for each one ofus.

We will open the book. Its pages are
blank.

We are going to put words on them
ourselves.

The book is called Opportunity and
Its first chapter is New Year's Day.

-Edith Lovejoy Pierce

Let us remember, not only as we be
gin a new year, but as we continue our
life's chapter that each word, action,
and deed is beingwritten down. And at
the end of our life we hope that our
namewill be foundwritten in the Book
of Life.

Our thoughts and prayers are with
those in our congregation that have
been hospitalized this month. Afflic
tionhas no respect ofage. MayGod con
tinue to accomplish His will in the
healing of our oldest member in the
Winthrop church, Sis. Delores
Messerli, and to the youngest in our
congregation, Andric Rubendall
(Vanesa Isaacson), as they both have
been hospitalized. We are thankful
baby Andric has returned home from
his extended hospitalization and is
making improvements.

Note of Thanks:
We would like to thank you all for

the prayers, love, food, and comfort
shown us during the loss of our sister
Millie.

From the Family of Millie
Simonton,

Sis. BernadineMessner, Bro. Don &
Sis. Viola Messner, Sis. Mary Ann
Theim, Eldwin & Lois Schmidt andall
of their extended families
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MISSOURI, KANSAS CITY
Brittany Fehr

We would like to thank Elder Bro.
Jay Luthi (Sis. Jane, Lamont-Gridley,
KS) for assisting this month in the
proving and baptism of convert Nate
Smith. May God also bless ministering
Bros. CoryMetzger (Sis. Jodi, Wichita,
KS) and Jeff Fischer (Sis. Gloria, Fort
Scott, KS) for their labors on Sunday of
thatweekend.WewishBro. Nate God's
direction and providence as he contin
ues throughout life.
Also, we recently welcomed Sis. Paula
Bahr, formerly ofMinneapolis, MN, to
our congregation. While we are sure
she is missedback inMinnesota, we are
thankful to have her worshippingwith
us here in Kansas City.

MISSOURI, LAMAR
Rebecca Dotterer
Dana Kellenberger

This past month we were blessed
with many visitors over the holidays,
including ministering Bros. Bob
Dotterer (Sardis, OH) and Kevin
Banwart (West Bend, IA). We are
thankful for the freedoms we have to
travel to and fro.

Our thoughts and prayers have
been with Bro. Mitch and Sis. Renee
Schulz and their family on the death of
their brother-in-law, Bro. Henry
Wettstein (Oakville, IA). We also ex
tend our sympathy and prayers to Sis.
Emily Banwart and family on the pass
ing of her grandfather, Bro. Wayne
Sinn (Fort Scott, KS). MayGodbe their
Comforter in this difficult time.

We have had several from our con
gregation in the hospital this past
month, including Bro. Orlan
Kellenberger (Sis. Mary), Bro. Ben
Braker (Bro. Roy and Sis.Judy), Austin
Luthi (Bro. Calvin and Sis. Jodi) and
Katie Leman (Bro. Brian and Sis.
Kristen). We are thankful they are all
back home now.
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MISSOURI, TAYLOR
Kathy Eberhardt

As we think of the earthquake in
Haiti, our prayers are for all those that
have lost family members. May God
give them peace, give them hope and
courage to go on.

Bro. Tim Lehman had a Bible study
on "What is your legacy?" Are you a
good person or a Godly person? He
closed with Ecclesiastes Chapter
12: 13-14, "Letus hearthe conclusionof
the matter: Fear God, and keep his
commandments: for this is whole duty
ofman. For God shall bring everywork
intojudgment, with every secret thing,
whether it be good, or whether it be
evil."

On January 13, we had our annual
business meeting. Our new trustee is
Bro. ChadMassner. Sis. SallyGottman
was placed on the food committee. We
would like to thank them for their will
ingness.

We would like to thank brothers
from Fairbury and Elgin, IL, for re
cently helpingon our fellowship center
project. Their willingness to travel the
miles coming to Taylor and helping out
is greatly appreciated.

A few thoughts that weheard in this
month are thatwe canbemillionaires if
we seek after Jesus. Calvary wasn't
fair, sometimes life isn'tfair and it was
n't fair for Jesus. But we stand amazed
at Jesus' love.

We are thankful for a safe return of
Sis. TinaSutter (Bro. Dan) fromHaiti.

NEWYORK
CROGHAN-NAUMBURG

Hope Graves
We rejoice with Dan and Tracie

Getman in the safe arrival ofCadeDan
iel on December 24. He is welcomed
home by sister, Kierstin, and brother,
Eric. Thankful grandparents are Elder
Bro. Duane and Sis. Karen Farney and
George and Theresa Getman.

We remember the family ofCharles
Christiansen (wife Winifred) who died
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December 28. After a service at the fu
neral home, they joined our church
family for a meal that was followed
with a singingas itwasNewYear's Eve.

Ourprayers went out for Elder Bro.
Duane Farney and a work team that
went to Haiti, not realizing at the time
all that would take place during their
trip. The school roofing project did get
done andtheywere able to returnhome
safely. As the Haitian people struggle
with so many obstacles after the earth
quake, maywebe willing to do our part
to help the hurting and hungry. We
continue to pray for direction,
strength, health and safety for our
brethren living there who continue to
help in many ways and for future work
teams.

We are thankful to have Sis. Bernice
Hirschey and Joseph Bush back home
and recovering from their surgeries.

NEW YORK CITY
Secaucus, New Jersey

"For where two or three are gath
ered together inmyname, there am I in
the midst of them."

Matthew 18:20

We have been blessed to have
church services over the last five years
in Secaucus, NJ. We are especially
grateful for themanyvisitors who have
come and shared in the fellowship and
provided support of our Church. We
are also thankful forHoly Spirit's near
ness and guidance during this time and
the on-goingprayerful support ofmany
who could not be with us in person.

We would like to share with you the
2010 Secaucus schedule. Lord willing,
we plan on February 28, May 2 , June
27, August 29, and October 10, Lord
willing. Our services are held at the
Hilton Garden Inn in Secaucus, New
Jersey. As always, ifyouare in the area
on other Sundays, you are always wel
come to worship with the brethren in
Philadelphia, PA, which is not that far
away.
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Ifyou are planning to visit the New
YorkCity area for vacation or business,
please call Bro. Ben Wiegand at (215)
295-4526 for assistance and to let us
know how many to expect for Sunday
services. We would be glad to provide
directions on how to get to the hotel, or
you can contact them directly at (201)
864-1400.

OHIO,AKRON
Erika Gal

We are thankful for the safe arrival
of two new babies. Bro. John and Sis.
Joyce Schamback are grandparents to
little Thad Reuben Hartzler. His par
ents are Bro. Dan and Sis. Jennifer
Hartzler. Also, Bro. Adamand Sis. Jeni
Henico are thankful for their precious
little daughter, Elsa Jane. Her grand
parents are Bro. Greg and Sis. Sara
Henico and Bro. Bob and Sis. Shirley
Klotzle (Rittman).

We want to extend our sympathy
and prayers to Sis. Sara (Bro. Greg)
Henico andHelen (Zarko) Reljin in the
death of their brother, Carl Demiter.

We areverythankful for ourvisiting
ministers, Bro. Bill Brake (Sis. Miriam,
Sardis) and Bro. Ted Luginbuhl (Sis.
Stephanie, Smithville).

We are thankful for God's protec
tion of our Bro. Christopher
Indermuhle and David Laubli who
went to help inAustin, TX. We are still
praying for the safe return of our Bro.
RonPalitto, Bro. Dan Reljin, Bro. Greg
Henico, Bro. TomReljin, Bro. Matthew
PamerandDwainStingleywhowere in
Haiti during the terrible earthquake.
We are so thankful that no one was in
jured, and we trust that God will pro
vide a way for our loved ones to return
home soon.

We want to remember Orin Graf
who injuredhis foot andJesseGrafwho
broke his arm. Both are sons of Bro.
Todd and Sis. Lydia Graf. We are
thankful for their good attitudes and
hope they will soon be back to full
strength. We are also prayerful for oth
ers with various health concerns and
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hope each one can feel our love and
prayers.

We want to welcome convert Aaron
Nuest to our congregation from Latty,
OH. His parents are Bro. Lee and Sis.
Paula Nuest. We look forward to get
tingto know himwhile he spends some
time working at Cleveland Clinic.

We had our annual business meet
ing and want to thank each one for all
their service to keep our church run
ning smoothly. Our new Sunday
School teachers are Bros. Micah
Gherian (Sis. Marcy), Tom Bako (Sis.
Laura) and Sis. Carla (Bro. Joe) Miller.
Bro. Randy (Sis. Carolyn) Millerwillbe
helping in the recording room. Bro.
Tom Reljin will be our local World Re
liefRepresentative. Sis Gail (Bro.Ned)
Spangler is going to join the Nursing
Home Auxiliary. Sis. Carolyn (Bro.
Randy) Miller is goingtojoin ourWorld
ReliefActivities Committee. Bro. Tom
Reljin is ournewusher, andSis. Sharon
Gherian is now on our Kitchen Com
mittee. We do want to thank each one
who has completed their terms for all
their efforts.

OHIO, COLUMBUS
Julie Grimm

We enjoyed a Saturday evening
church dinner and fellowship together.
Following the meal we were encour
aged in our faith as we listened to the
exhortation oftheMemorandumdeliv
ered to us by Elder Bros. MarkMasters
(Mansfield, OH) and John Jackson
(Bay City, MD). We also express our ap
preciation to Bro. Don Steidl (Akron,
OH) and Sis. Nan for travelingto serve
us for theminister rotation thismonth.
May the Lord encourage each of these
dear brothers and their families in
their calling.

Januaryisthemonthforourannual
business meeting. We thank Bro.
Corbin Schlatter, Sis. Lynn Hartzler,
and Sis. Hope Schambach, whose
terms have expired, for their labors
this past year. We also extend our sup
port to those who have been given new
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responsibilities: Bro. Bill Sauder
(trustee), Sis. Esther Saurer (kitchen
committee and Silver Lining corre
spondent), and Bro. Corbin Schlatter
(Sunday school superintendent).

OHIO, JUNCTION
Vicki Boroff

We would like to thank Elder Bro.
Ervin Knecht (Sis. Sandra, Eureka);
and Bros. Tim Ramsier (Sis. Joni,
Rittman) and Todd Stoller (Sis. Pam,
Latty) for bringingtheWord to us dur
ing regular services and funeral ser
vices. We appreciate the efforts of our
home and visiting ministers.

We pray for His healing hand upon
ourhospitalpatients and those that are
ailing.

We enjoyed the baptisms of Sis.
Vickie Manz (Bro. Russ and Sis. Vera)
and Bro. Greg Gasser (Bro. Roger and
Sis. Sue) on January 17. Helping our
Elder Bro. Bill Schlatter on the pulpit
was Elder Bro. Dale Eisenmann (Sis.
Judy, Chicago). Also joining us that
weekend was Bros. Todd Stoller (Sis.
Pam, Latty) and Paul Gasser (Sis.
Joyce, Akron). As always, it was a very
blessed weekend.

Our congregation was blessed with
two newarrivals. Jason Toddwas born
on January 8 to Bro. Tony and Sis.
Denise Manz. Excited siblings are
Heather, Caleb, Brian, Carla and
Jared. Grandparents are Bro. Ken and
Sis. Gwen, and Elder Bro. Ervin and
Sis. Sandra Knecht (Eureka). On Jan
uary 14, Tyson Maxwell was born to
Bro. Will and Sis. Joanna Manz.
Tyson's sibling is Trenton. Grandpar
ents are Bro. Ken and Sis. Gwen, and
Bro. Max and Sis. Beth Kaeb (Cissna
Park).

We also had a very precious arrival
onDecember 27. CarsonPaulwasborn
to first-time parents, Bro. Tim and Sis.
Joy Manz. God called this precious
child Home on January 2. While we
have the comfort of knowing that God
doesn't make anymistakes, our hearts
still ache for this loss and we hold the
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family in our prayers during this diffi
cult time. Grandparents are Bro. Paul
and Sis. Sandra Manz, and Bro. Craig
and Sis. Ruth Stoller (Latty).

The same day that our dear Carson
was called Home, his great-grand
mother, Sis. Louise Manz (Cissna
Park), was also calledHome after living
93 years. Step-children are Bro. Paul
Manz, Sis. Verginia Manz, Sis. Viola
Manz, Sis. HelenHurd (Bro. Pete), and
Roland Manz (MerrieBeth, Union,
MO). Bro. Pete Hurd (Sis. Helen) also
lost his dear sister to cancer. Our love
and prayers go to these families during
this time of grieving.

We were excited to hear that Bro.
Chet Manz (Bro. Dave and Sis. Kathy)
is engaged to Sis. JennyRaifsnider (Sis.
Diana, Rittman, and the late Bro.
Doug). We wish them God's blessings
as they plan their new life together.

OHIO,LATTY
Amanda Wenninger
Carmen Eisenmann

"If I take the wings of the morning,
and dwell in the uttermost parts ofthe
sea; even there shall thy hand lead me,
and thy right hand shall hold me."

Psalm 139:9-10

Even as a new year has begun, we
can find that God will go before us be
cause He is already in the future. What
a comforting thought when we are sur
rounded by so much despair and tu
mult!

We were blessed with seven visiting
ministers this month. Bros. Earl Beery
(Sis. Susie, Rittman, OH), Dan Stoller
(Sis. Deb, Remington, IN), Justin Koch
(Sis. Marcia, Washington, IL), Steve
Stieglitz (Sis. Jane, Leo, IN), Randy
Gasser (Sis. Sue, Detroit, MI), Greg
Stieglitz (Sis. Lisa, Indianapolis, IN)
and Vic Bauman (Sis. Brenda,
Smithville, OH) opened the Word of
God to us, and we thank Him for their
labors on our behalf.

Bro. Ernest Stoller of Leo, IN,
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passed away in December, and his
burial was in Latty. He leaves behind
two siblings in Latty: Sis. Pauline
Wieland and Bro. Jud (Sis. Ruby)
Stoller. May they be comforted in this
time of loss.

Sis. Esther Stoller (Bro. Ralph) had
surgery recently, and we pray God's
healing power on her so she can return
to church soon.

Bro. Craig and Sis. Ruth Stoller re
joiced with the news of another grand
child born on December 27 as Carson
Paul Manz was born to Bro. Tim and
Sis. Joy Manz of Junction, OH. How
ever, God saw fit to take this little boy
home after only six days of life. May
God ever be with this family circle in
this time of trial and loss, and may He
wrap His loving arms around them!

A newyear means new people voted
into positions in the church. Newly
elected Sunday School teachers are
Bro. Kurt Sinn, Sis. Cherry
Klopfenstein and Sis. Joni
Klopfenstein. The newFellowship Hall
Trustee is Bro. BrianWenninger while
the new Church Trustee is Bro. Aaron
Shepherd. Sisters elected to the
Kitchen Committee are Sis. Janet Sinn
and Sis. Ruth Stoller.

I always like to close the January
writingwith the statistics fromthepre
vious year. The Latty congregation ex
perienced 6 births, 2 deaths, 4
baptisms, 4 weddings, and there were 8
converts at the end of 2009.

OHIO, MANSFIELD
Tami Griffey

"Therefore if any man be in Christ,
he is a new creature: old things are
passed away; behold all things are be
come new."

II Corinthians 5: 17

As we have entered a new year and
decade, may we strive to live every day
as a gift from God; using the Bible as
our guide, the Holy Spirit dwelling in
side, and inJesus Christmaywe always
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abide.
We rejoice with Bro. Jared and Sis.

Abigail Keever as a daughter, Enon
Grace Keever, was born onJanuary 15.
Welcoming her home are siblings, Eli
and Ella. Grandparents are Clair and
Sis. Beverly Keever, and Bro. Edward
and Sis. Laura Ramsey.

We were blessed and thankful to
have Bro. Gary Maibach (Sis. Mary
Ann, Smithville, OH) share God's
Word with our congregation. May God
bless his labor of love.

Bro. Al Beer was hospitalized this
month and our prayers are with him as
his body is healing.

Our area is blanketed in a beautiful
layer of white sparkling snow remind
ing us of the familiar words in this
hymn:

Lord Jesus, I long to be perfectly
whole;

I want Thee forever to live in my soul;
Break down every idol, cast out every

foe;
Now wash me and I shall be whiter

than snow.
Hymns ofZion #210

OHIO, RITTMAN
Heidi Rufener
Laurie Winkler

We are thankful for the safe arrival
of Thad Reuben on December 17. Par
ents are Bro. Dan and Sis. Jennifer
Hartzler. Siblings of Thad are Sis.
Wendy, Tresa, Rachel, Troy, Joel and
Rebecca. Thad's grandparents are El
der Bro. Merle and Sis. Bonnie
Hartzler and Bro. John and Sis. Joyce
Schamback (Akron, OH).

Serving us in the ministry recently
were Bro. Todd Stoller (Latty, OH),
Bro. Randy Gasser (Detroit, MI), Bro.
Ron Palitto (Akron, OH) and Bro.
Steve Pamer (Akron, OH). We are
thankful for each one that is willing to
serve us in this way.

The engagement of Bro. Bradley
Stoller (Bro. Ken and Sis. Lori) and Sis.
Alicia Gasser (Bro. Neil and Sis.
Donna)wasmade knownto our congre-

looked at different memories of events
that happened over the past century or
so and the blessings received from
them. As we look back at 2009, within
our church familywe had 5 babies born
into this life on earth, 3 souls baptized
into a new life in Christ, and 2 souls
passing from this life of time into eter
nity.

Any organization needs organiza
tion to run smoothly, so wehold our an
nual business meetinginJanuary to, in
part, vote for positions ofresponsibility
within our church membership. The
offices of trustee, usher and kitchen
committeewere completedbyBro. Eric
Indermuhle, Bro. Andy Figel, and Sis.
ReneeBlough, respectively. Thosenew
voted in to take their places are: Bro.
Joel Beard, Bro. Jeb Joos, and Sis. Val
Fisher. Much work goes on behind the
scenes, both physically and spiritually,
to help our worship together run as
smoothly as possible, some of which is
known but much of which isn't. We
thank all for their efforts of love.

It was recently made known to our
congregation that our convert Jason
Brake (Bro. Bill and Sis. Miriam) has
found peace with God andman. We re
joice with Jason that he has found this
perfect peace and pray for him as he
looks forward to giving a testimony of
his faith and then the burial of his old

A few days before Christmas, Harry life on the weekend ofMarch 13-14.
Ice, 88, was called into eternity. We , Surely it pleases our God when
pray for God's comfort to be extended those, as converted Christians, strive
to his wife of61 years, our Sis. Marilyn, daily to seek and follow His will. Row-
and their four children: William ever, there is even more joy in heaven
(Kathi) Ice of Orrville, OH; Mark when one acknowledges sin and seeks
(Jackie) Ice of Clarington, OH; Mary to become a follower ofChrist through
Jane (Roy) Clegg of Sardis, OH; and repentance. CraigZollinger(Bro. Gary
Donna (Tom) Lubic ofPaden City, WV; and Sis. Terry) has expressed that de-
ll grandchildren and 14 great-grand- sire to live the life of a true Christian
children. Even in the season when we and has begun his repentance. We give
celebrate the birth of our King, we re- our prayers of loving support and en-
member there will always be many couragement to Craig as he strives to
who, at the same time, deeply sorrow live an overcoming life.
for those taken from them on the other
side of the life span.

On the last eveningof2009we gath
ered at our fellowship center for sing
ing hymns and fellowship, and we also

gation onJanuary 3. We pray that Bro.
Bradley and Sis. Alicia will feel God's
nearness as theymake plans to become
one in Him.

We rejoice that Naomi Rupp (Bro.
Jim and Sis. Sharon) and JeffMiller
have begun their walk with the Lord.
May they feel the nearness of God as
they seek to do His will.

BethBeery (Sis. Ruth) andCar1Nel
son were married on January 15.

Thoughts and prayers have been
with Sis. Pat Rufener (Bro. Jim), Bro.
Ike Rufener (Sis. Verna), Bro. Irvin
Klotzle (Sis.Jane), ThadHartzler (Bro.
Dan and Sis. Jennifer), Sis. Mary Jane
Winkler (Bro. Andy), Bro. BobWidmer
(Sis. Joann) and Bro. Ron Gasser (Sis.
Hope) who have spent time in the hos
pital recently.

OHIO, SARDIS
Faith Beard

Jesus knows thy sorrow, Knows thine
ev'ry care;

Knows thy deep contrition, Hears thy
feeblest pray'rs;

Do not fear to trust Him, Tell Him all
thy grief;

Cast on Him thy burden, He will bring
relief.
Hymns ofZion, #74, us. 1

"I say unto you, that likewise joy
shall be in heaven over one sinner that
repentance, more than over ninety and
ninejust persons, whichneedno repen-
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tance."
St. Luke 15:7

OHIO, SMITHVILLE
Ruth Gasser
Lydia Stoller

In this ever-changing world it's
such a blessing to still hear God's
never-changing Word brought forth.
We appreciate those who came to visit
us over Christmas and the New Year.
They were Elder Bro. Marvin Dotterer
(Forrest, IL), Bro. Joe Dotterer
(Bloomfield, IA) and also Bro. Lucas
Frank (Detroit, MI).

" ...And Jesus said, Suffer the little
children to come unto me ... And he
took themup inhis arms, put his hands
upon them and blessed them."

Mark 10:14, 16

How touching to think of the love
and compassionJesus had for the little
children! Although Jesus is obviously
physicallynot present in this day, we do
wish His blessings upon the little ba
bies who have been born this past
month. Three young couples have be
come first-time parents this month.
Elsa Jane arrived on December 27 to
Bro. Adam and Sis. Jeni Henico (Ak
ron). Her grandparents are Bro. Bob
and Sis. Shirley Klotzle and Bro. Greg
and Sis. Sara Henico (Akron). On De
cember 30, Bro. Kyle and Sis. Diane
Indermuhle welcomed Kalen Leroy
into their hearts and home. Rejoicing
grandparents are Bro. Dave and Sis.
Connie Maletich and Bro. Dennis and
Sis. Shari Indermuhle. Nimesh and
Rebecca (Rufener) Patel, who are liv
ing in England, welcomed a son into
their home. Harri Nimesh was born
January 14. Grandparents are Bro.
Larry and Sis. Susan Rufener.

OHIO, TOLEDO
Teresa Rywalski
Rebecca Beard

Sharing Christmas day with us was
Bro. Mark Ramsier (Sis. Alice, Sardis,
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OH). How blessed we are to know that
whenever we assemble, we will hear
the Truth.

"Grace be to you, and peace, from
God the Father, and from our Lord Je
sus Christ, Who gave himself for our
sins, that he might deliver us from this
present evil world, according to the will
of God and our Father: To whom be
glory for ever and ever. Amen."

Galatians 1:3-5

Three of our converts, Sharlene
Harmon (Bro. Doug and Sis. Lanna),
Sarah Nolan (Abraham and Sarah),
and Rachel Powell (Bro. Don and Sis.
Carol, Rittman) have found this won
derful peace. We look forward to hear
ing their testimonies of faith.

We were excited to hear the engage
ment of our college student, Sis.
JenniferRaifsnider (Sis. Diana and the
late Bro. Doug, Rittman), to Bro. Chet
Manz (Bro. Dave and Sis. Kathy, Junc
tion). May they feel the Lord's leading
as they become one in Him.

OREGON, PORTLAND
Renee Angstrom

Our visiting ministers this month
from Silverton were Bro. Ed Knecht
(Sis. Judie) and Bro. Don Sinn (Sis.
Linda). We were blessed and encour
aged by the beautiful messages that
were spoken. We appreciate their sup
port and bringing forth the Word.

Bro. Garth Steffen (Sis. Connie) re
tired fromtheministry after preaching
the Christmas Day sermon. Bro. Garth
faithfully served in the ministry for al
most 37years. Mayhebeblessed forhis
many years of service.

Bro. Ray Cooper (Sis. Ginny) has fi
nally made it back home after a very
longhospitalization. We have seen the
power ofprayer for Bro. Ray's healing,
and look forward to the day he canwor
ship with us again.
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OREGON, SILVERTON
Kris Luthi
Deb Roth

Greetings of love in our precious
Savior's name. As we begin a newyear,
many of us make resolutions, or set
new goals. May our top priority be to
strive to give God our best. In a recent
sermon, we were encouraged to give
God the first fruits, or the best that we
have, not what we have left over. God
wants our whole hearts.

Our statistics for 2009 were: 15
births, 2 deaths, and 1 baptism. We do
not know what the coming year will
bring, but trust that the Lord will pro
vide in these troubling times.

Newly elected officers were elected
at our annual business meeting: Bro.
Jeremy Kuenzi - trustee, Bro. Travis
Dettwyler - usher, Bro. Evan Sinn -
sound system, andSis. TresaZollinger -
dinner committee. We thankthosewho
have served in the past and prayerfully
support those in their new positions.
We enjoyed a blessed weekendJanuary
9-10, aswe welcomed Bro. Rick andSis.
Laura Dietrich into the body ofChrist.
SharingGod'sWordwithuswereElder
Bro. Paul Messner (Winthrop, MN)
and Bro. Wes Moser (Lester, IA).

We thank Bro. Garth Steffen (Port
land) for preaching the Word to us.
Also, we thank Bro. Ed Knecht for his
many years of service on the pulpit.
Bro. Ed preached his final sermon on
New Year's Eve. He has served in the
ministry for nearly 38 years andwe are
grateful for his efforts. We wish many
blessings on him and Sis. Judie and
pray that God will continue to guide
themas they continue to make plans to
return to the Midwest in the future.
Bro. Loren Dettwyler (Sis. Marlene)
had his 2nd knee replacement, and lit
tle Kate Kuenzi (Bro. Jeremy and Sis.
Kristy) suffered a broken leg. We wish
them both a speedy recovery.
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PENNSYLVANIA
PHILADELPHIA

"Lord, thou hast been our dwelling
place in all generations."

Psalms 90:1

Our Philadelphia congregation has
been blessed over the last 30 years to
have a place of fellowship and to wor
ship our Savior and Lord. Over the
years, we have been blessed to have
brethren and friends from across the
United States and abroad come to visit
us-some forjust aweekend, others for
a few years ofwork, while others have
been led to make this their home. We
have been privileged to make many
friendships and acquaintances during
this time, and the manymemories that
have resulted from these experiences.

Our present Philadelphia Church
was built in 1980 and we have been
thankful for God's providence over the
ensuing 30 years. We would like to
spend aweekend, Lord willing, on July
31 and August 1 to renew these friend
ships and invite all of those who have
had a Philadelphia connection over the
last 30 years to aweekend offellowship
in Philadelphia. Wewill be sendingout
invitations to those who we have been
able to find - we realize that there are
many others, and would ask for those
who are interested to send an email or
note oftheir address to BenWiegand at
bwiegan@its.jnj.com. We trust that
the Lord will watch between us and
look forward to seeingmany ofyou that
weekend.

TENNESSEE,NASHVILLE
Mike and Monica Fritz

We are thankful that Shelly Beth
Getz (Mansfield, 0HNazarene) has re
cently moved to the area for schooling
and has been gathering with us. We
welcome her and pray that the Lord
will direct and bless her as she pursues
God's direction for her life.

We appreciated the opportunity to
hear, and be encouragedby, theMemo
randum as our Elder Bro. John
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Laukhuf(Latty, OH) was able tojoinus
recently on a Wednesday evening to
share it with us.

We are thankful for the willingness
of our visiting ministers as they have
encouragedus fromGod'sWord. These
visiting brothers have been Bros. Gary
Tonner (Bluffton, IN), Dan Beer (Sis.
Deb; Milford, IN), and Lenny Meyer
(Sis. Charlotte; Chicago, IL), and Elder
Bro. Phil Stettner (Sis. Maureen;
BlufftonNorth, IN). We have also been
strengthened by the fellowship of
brethren and friends visiting fromChi
cago and Eureka, IL; Bluffton North
and Milford, IN; and Junction and
Latty, OH.

If you are traveling in or through
the Nashville area, please plan to wor
ship with us. The following churches
are scheduled for services in the near
future: Latty, OH (2/21); Tremont, IL
(2/28); Morton, IL (3/7); Elgin, IL
(3/14); Cissna Park, IL (3/21); and
Fairbury, IL (3/28). Oftenwe gather on
Saturday evenings for fellowship, and
all are heartily welcome. We also usu
ally meet on Wednesday evenings at
7: 15 p.m. for singingor Bible study and
would welcome any midweek visitors.
Contacts are Bro. Mike and Sis. Monica
Fritz, (615) 866-5543; and Sis. Gwen
Leuthold, (615) 356-5755.

TEXAS, AUSTIN
Serenity and Jasmine Ringger

We are humbled and thankful for all
the visitors who have come to work on
theWorld Reliefproject in our area. So
many churches have been represented
I thinkwe've broken the record ofhow
many greetings were shared at church.
We don't get tired ofvisitors, but there
are so many at one time that we ask
thatyou return again, afewat atime.

We miss Bro. Eric and Sis. Marcel
Huber in our fellowship since they
moved back to Denver, CO, at the end
ofDecember. Wehope theyvisit often.

Our visiting ministers were Bros.
Darin Metz (Sis. Rita, Gridley), Gary
Sinn (Sis. Paulette, Latty), Greg
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Lehman (Wolcott), Kent Mogler,
Dewayne Dill (Sis. LaRae, Minneapo
lis), Ron Isch (Sis. Jane, Lamont
Gridley), Mike Ursu (Sis. Barb, Kitch
ener), Mike Rinkenberger (Sis. Pat,
Congerville) and Leland Plattner
(Zapata).

The following is theminister sched
ule for March: (7) Bluffton North, (14)
Princeville, and (28) Silverton. We ex
tend a warm welcome to anyone who
may be in the area to worship with us,
on Sundays or mid-week. Please call
ahead to help us plan for serving lunch.
Also, because visitors add much to our
local fellowship times, it helps if we
know about your visit well in advance,
so that we can accommodate you more
readily in our weekend gatherings. In
addition to the contacts in theminister
book, you may also contact our local
minister, Bro. Dennis (Sis. Diane)
Rassi at 309-275-7775.

Directions to our church are these:
from the intersection ofHwy 71 and 21
on the west side ofBastrop, go east on
Hwy71 about 1/2mile andtake the first
exit (by the Ford dealership), proceed
on the eastbound frontage road about
4/10mile. The church is on the right. It
is located about 18 miles east of the
Austin airport. The address is 1025W.
Highway 71, Bastrop, TX 78602. It is a
one-story building with a limestone
facade, and the church sign inthe front.
Quite a few people have tried using the
GPS system to find the church; but
they found out that GPS took them to
the east side oftown, rather thanwest.
We advise following the directions
herein instead of GPS.

In the church, there are two fur
nished bedrooms for the ministers to
use when coming for services. When
you contact someone about coming for
services, please let them know if you
would like to use the bedrooms during
the time you are here.

TEXAS, McALLEN
Aaron Kipfer

Greetings to all in the name of our
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Savior, Jesus Christ. We thank our vis
iting ministers: Bro. Earl Beery (Sis.
Suzanne, Rittman, OH) and Bro. Tom
Schrenk (Sis. Joan, Zapata, TX) for
taking their time and effort in ex
poundingto us the writtenWord ofthe
Lord. MayGod continue to richly bless
them. We also thank our visiting
brethren from Bloomfield, IA, and the
Reynosa, Mexico work team from
Bluffton who worshipped with us on
Sunday.

Bro. Lloyd and Sis. Joyce Nohl
would like to thank our church family
and friends for the cards, flowers and
gifts receivedontheir 50thweddingan
niversary. It made their day very spe
cial. May God bless each of you.

We would like to encourage those
who plan to come south for awinter va
cation to consider the valley for a
Sunday of worship and/or making the
valley your home while you are in
Southern Texas. We are small in num
ber and are happy to have visitors come
and spend some time with us.

The following churches are sched
uled for services: (March 7, Wolcott,
IN); (March 21, Goodfield, IL); (April 4,
Congerville, IL); (April 18, Silverton,
OR).

Our address is: Holiday Inn Ex
press, 1921 South 10th Street. Turn
1½ blocks off the Expressway on 10th
Street. Services will be held at 10:30
and 12:30. Please see ministers' direc
tory for local contact information.

TEXAS, ZAPATA
Mary Plattner

We appreciate all our visitors this
winter and are certainly grateful for
those who have beenwillingto serve on
the pulpit. Visiting ministers have
been Bro. Kevin Banwart (Sis. Sandy)
and family from West Bend, IA, and
Bro. Earl Beery (Sis. Suzanne) and
family from Rittman, OH.

Bro. Bob Steiner (Sis. Betty) of
Rittman spent some time in the hospi
tal while here. We are glad he was able
to gain strength and travel back to his

SILVER LINING

home in Rittman.
We extend our sympathy and

prayers to the families whose loved
ones passed from this life into eternity.
Bro. Sonny and Sis. Dorothy Shultz ex
perienced the loss of their grandson,
Bro. Henry Wettstein (Sis. Wendy) of
Oakville, IA, as he was laid to rest. Bro.
Harold and Sis. MaryJaneKnapp trav
eled to Illinois due to the unexpected
death of her brother, Bro. Jerry
Schumacher (Sis. Jane) ofRoanoke, IL.

We had our annual church cleaning
in January and work is underway at
our Fellowship Hall where some reno
vations are being done.

We encourage anyone consideringa
trip to SouthTexas tovisit inZapata.

VERMONT
NORTH CLAREN
DON/NORWICH

Nathan and Miriam Reutter

"And she brought forth her first
born son, and wrapped him in swad
dling clothes, and laid him in a manger
because there was no room for them in
the inn."

Luke 2:7

Our congregation was delighted to
see the little children present the story
ofthe humble birth ofChrist the King!
The children's innocent telling of the
story through song was heart-warm
ing.

We thank our dear ministering
Brothers and their wives who came to
serve us this past month. They were:
Bro. Duane Reutter (Sis. Kay) and Bro.
Warren Zahner (Sis. Bonnie), of
Rockville, CT. May God bless them for
their efforts on our behalf.

"I have fought a good fight, I have
finished my course, I have kept the
faith: Henceforth there is laidup forme
a crown of righteousness, which the
Lord, the righteousjudge, shall giveme
at that day: and not to me only, but
unto all them also that love his appear
ing."
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II Timothy 4:7,8

Sis. Luella Hoffman (Bro. Mark)
laid to rest her earthly father, Bro.
Leon Schneider (Sis. Martha), of the
Rockville, CT, congregation. Our
prayers of comfort go out to the family
in this time. We are confident that he is
safe in the arms of Jesus.

A sad farewell was bid to Bro. Kirby,
Sis. Areli and Isaac Reutter. They have
moved to Antwerp, OH, for employ
ment at GatewayWoods in Leo, IN. We
wish themGod's blessings as they start
this new chapter of their lives. They
willbegreatlymissedhereinVermont.

Ifyou are interested in fellowship
ping with us here in Vermont, and
would like information about service
locations anddates, please contact Bro.
Chad and Sis. Jenny Virkler
(802-293-2724). We love to fellowship
with believers, whether it is during the
week or on the weekend. Please let us
know if you are planning on being in
our area so we can accommodate you.
Service times are as follows:

Mid-week services
(Contact local brethren)

Sunday Morning Service
10:10 AM

Sunday Afternoon Service
12:15 PM

Sunday school is held during the
morning service.

If anyone is interested in purchas
ing beautiful head-coverings hand
made from our dear Sisters in Ixtlan,
Michoacan, Mexico, please contact Sis.
Areli Reutter at Home: 419-258-2640
or by email at asreutter@gmail.com.
Inventory is available upon request.
This is awonderful opportunity to sup
port those of the household of faith
(Galatians 6:10).
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Opportunity to help in Bastrop, TX
Winter Work
Project for 2010
The USA Committee of World

Relief is planning a three month
winter work project in Bastrop,
Texas. This community was hit by
a wild fire in February of 2009 that
destroyed twenty-eight homes and
twelve businesses. Many had no
msurance.

The Austin Apostolic Christian
Church is located in the community
of Bastrop, approximately twenty
miles east of the city of Austin.
Local brethren have been active
in providing assistance with small
jobs and have seen the need for a
full scale building project to pro
vide housing for the needy of this
community.
The plan is to build modest two bed-

room homes. The project will run
January through March. Operations
will be based at the church property.
Two existing buildings will be con
verted into dormitory style housing
for volunteers. A small RV park will
also be set up. The church kitchen
and dining area will be used for
preparing and serving meals.

Work teams needed
Work teams of 30 to 40 volunteers
will be needed each week. There
will be need of skilled tradesmen as
well as kitchen helpers and general
laborers. There will be a job for
every willing heart and a blessing
to go with it!
The World Relief website www.

acworldrelief.org is the source for
more information regarding this
project. Work team scheduling and

registration is available online.
Please be prayerful that this

project can be a blessing to all who
receive as well as those who give.
May all praise, honor and glory
be to our great God and our Lord
Jesus Christ. For more information,
please contact:

Les Schambach
USA Committee Administrator
630-247-5271
usa@acwr.org

To register for a work team or learn
more about this project, go to:
www.acworldrelief.org

931IMA iAPosrouc cHRisTiAN
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Give a Child Hope
Child Sponsorships

Those in the child sponsorship pro
gram have several things in com

mon. They are very poor, desire to learn
and they have an undying soul.

The goal of this
program is to
provide an edu
cation to help
these children

learn life skills to improve their stan
dard of living, and also to provide
spiritual training to address the true
need... the need for a knowledge of
and a personal relationship with God
through Jesus Christ.

And all thy children shall be taught of
the Lord; and great shall be the peace
of thy children. Isaiah 54: 13

To sponsor a child
To sponsor a student fill out this form
and send to the office. A student will
be assigned to you and you will be sent
further information.
Name _

C Mr C Mrs. C Miss

yp0USG_____

AreSS_____

CitySt Zip
Home Ph______
Ce]] Ph__
Email-----------

Please check preference:
0 Haiti O Guatemala
0 Mexico O Jamaica
0 Wherever needed

If possible I would prefer:
Boy - Age
Girl- Age
No Preference

Cost: $25.00/month
For details: www.acworldrelief.org

Send to:
ACWR Child Sponsorship
PO Box 36
Morton, IL 61550
Phone: 309-266-6080
Fax: 309-266-5281
E-mail: childsponsorship@acwr.org

3IBA iAPosroLc cHRIsTIAN

vzl IWorld Relief
www.acworldrelief.org
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Haiti Earthquake Relief
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God Already Knew
As one of the first Apostolic

Christian brothers traveled to
Haiti with a supply of Bibles in
1963, God already knew about the
catastrophic event that would take
place in 2010.
He also knew the special relation

ship that would develop between
many of our brethren and the Hai
tian people during the years that
followed, enabling us to love and
assist them in their present suffering
and need.

Immediate and long
term response
World Relief brethren serving in
Haiti will be a central focus in
bringing help to the Haitian people.
World Relief also has long stand
ing relationships with numerous
Haitian ministries that have people
and ministries impacted by the
earthquake, so we will want to sup
port their relief efforts. A third area
of bringing help will be through an
established system ofsending medi
cal and construction work teams to
Haiti.

We are planning the
following strategy
Evaluate -A team ofbrothers from
the WR Board and Caribbean Com
mittee will travel to Haiti as soon as
possible to work with our brethren
to evaluate the needs and develop a
plan for relief.
Partner -Meet with leaders ofHai
tian organizations we work with to
develop partnering plans for relief
efforts.
Humanitarian Aid - Assemble
relief materials in the distribution
centers to send humanitarian aid
when the way opens up.
Support - Continue to support
international relief organizations
that we have supported in the past,
in their relief efforts.

Opportunity to Give - The fund
is open within the World ReliefDi
saster Program to receive donations
from those who wish to contribute
to relief efforts in Haiti.

What is being done
Medical care - Several World
Relief medical teams have already
traveled to Haiti. More are being
planned. Orthopedics, Surgeons,
Anesthesiologists and Nurse Anes
thetists are especially needed. If
you are a medical professional and
would like more information about
ways to serve and future work
teams that are being planned please
contact:
Keith Knepp
kknepp@mchsi.com
Phone: 309-467-3468

Thousands of Haitians without a home

Other assistance
Medical supplies, food, and clothing
are being shipped and distributed. In
addition our brethren who live in
Haiti are providing transportation
to hospitals, distributing food and
water, assisting with temporary
housing, and providing logistics
support to the medical teams and
others.

You can help
Prayer - The physical, emotional,
and spiritual needs of the Haitian
people are beyond our ability to
comprehend. Please continue to
pray for them and for our brethren
who live there and those who are
traveling there to help.

Supplies - Food, clothing, and
medical supplies are especially
critical at the present time. If you
have supplies to donate or need
more detailed information go to
the World Relief website (www.
acworldrelief.org) or contact:
Bob Honegger
420 N Jefferson Street
Ossian, IN 46777
260-622-4708
rahonegger@gmail.com

Financial donations
Evaluation trips are being planned
to assure the funds that are sent
to Haiti are utilized effectively to
the glory of God. Donations can
be sent through your local church
or to the national World Relief
Treasurer. Checks should be made
out to ACWR, designated "Haiti
Earthquake Disaster Relief, and
send to:
Nile Bucher
World Relief Treasurer
711 Elm Drive
Bluffton, IN 46714
(260) 824-0780 Home
(260) 820-0825 Cell
nbucher@adamswells.com

Donations can also be made on
line at: www.acworldrelief.org/
donate-online. Designate "Disaster
Funds" in the drop down box.

Updates
For current information on the
status of Haiti relief work or work
teams, visit the World Relief web
site at www.acworldrelief.org.
For email updates on Haiti relief

efforts and future work teams, se
lect "Join WR email list" from the
main World Relief website menu
and enter your email address. Please
sign up for these updates.

IIDA iAPosrouc cHRisTAN
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Sermon continued from page 2
son saidunto his father, Get her forme;
for she pleaseth me well." So he had
been warned by his parents, by those
that loved him. Don't take a wife from
these uncircumcised Philistines. They
don't serve our God. Take a wife from
among your brethren. But Samson
thought he knew better, didn't he?

So often in our youth, we think we
know better. We don't take the advice
or the instruction or the encourage
ment, whether it be from our parents,
or our Elder Brother, as we think of in
the faith. But there are those that give
us advice. Sometimes we think we
know better. We don't see that their
advice is needed. But we always should
remember, what is their intent? Why
did Samson's parents give this advice?
It was because they had Samson's wel
fare in mind. It was because they loved
Samson. They cared about his soul and
his service to his God.

So the Lord is faithful to prick our
hearts. When we are unconverted, He
calls us. Even when we are children of
His, Hewill guide us and lead us. But it
is up to us that we would listen. That
we would not become reliant on our
own knowledge, our own strength. But
rather that we would remember that
our strength and our courage comes
from God.

From time to time, we all make mis
takes, don't we? We fail and then what
do we do? We have the teaching here in
God's Word. Here is Samson. He re
membered. He no doubt went through
a period of regret. Maybe a repentance,
we could say. But here he cried out.
"And Samson called unto the Lord, and
said, 0 Lord God, remember me, I pray
thee, and strengthen me, I pray thee,
only this once, 0 God, that I may be at
once avenged of the Philistines for my
two eyes." Judges 16:28. So he cried out
to God and ifwe cry out to God even in
our day and time, He will help us. He
will strengthen us. He will be faithful
to provide for us. So even if we have
made some poor choices in life - maybe
we have a few regrets - we are thankful
we have a loving God who will once
again provide for us, if we but humble
ourselves.

These last couple verses here in II
Corinthians 5 reminded us ofthe price
that Christ paid there upon Calvary's
cross. That it was Christ who knew no
sin, but He became sin (v.21). He took
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upon Himself the weight of the sins of
all mankind, there upon the cross of
Calvary that we could be forgiven of
our sins. That we could go free. And the
question comes, how are we doing as
ambassadors for Him?

We read this word 'ambassadors'
here and we all know that in this day
and time an ambassador often travels
to another country and they represent
the country they came from. Truly, if
we have become new as we read here,
thenwe should represent our Heavenly
Father. We should represent that
Heavenly Kingdom as we walk here be
low. So how are we doing as ambassa
dors for Him?

Samson was a judge. In a way, we
could say he was an ambassador. He
was an ambassador for God in the day
and time which he lived. It was God
who called him to be ajudge. There are
times that he was successful in con
quering the Philistine people. Then
there are times that he failed. So it is
with us, isn't it? There are times that
we're successful and there are times we
fail. When are we successful and when
do we fail? We know that we are suc
cessful when we're humble and we
have God's help and His grace. When
we fail, so oftentimes it's when we rely
upon our own strength. But, I believe
what's most important is that if we're
going to be in Christ, then we have to
be a new creature.

It says, "... old things are passed
away; behold, all things are become
new." (II Corinthians5:17) We speak of
it so often with our converts. It's so im
portant that as the convert would come
in humble repentance, that they die off
to self. That that old self is crucified.
That it's put to death. So often in a
proving the convert is asked, howmust
someone be before they're buried? And
the answer is always obvious, they
must be dead. But, it's so important be
cause if we still have some of those old
desires, if we still have some of those
old habits, we're hanging on to part of
our flesh.

It isn't just when we repent. We
know that as life goes on, that we can
again pick up those old habits. We can
again pick up a part of the world and
try to carry it with us. God's a jealous
God, we read that in the Word. (Deu
teronomy 6: 15) He wants our whole
heart. He wants our whole life. He
wants all of our desires. He wants our
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motives to be pure, that wewould serve
Him.

But what does Satan come to us
with? It's many temptations, isn't it. It
comes in all sorts of different forms.
For us brothers, we can put great effort
into our jobs and we can become a
workaholic. We can put too much em
phasis on that. Then there's the sports
and the entertainment of this world.
We can take up part of that so that our
minds really can become distracted
from God and His Word. There's the
lust of the flesh. We have to guard our
selves that that doesn't creep into our
minds and into our walk of life. And for
the sisters, there's different tempta
tions that come.

But Satan just wants to get the door
of our heart cracked open. Because he
knows, ifthat door can be cracked open
just a little bit that eventually he can
open it wide and then in can come even
the flood of the world. We think of the
recent floods in the Midwest here.
Many of you, I'm sure, have probably
went to the levy there and you laid the
sandbags. I'll never forget, after the
flood down in Taylor a number ofyears
ago, that I saw a video ofwhen that levy
broke. It only took a small breach in
that levy and it wasn't long before
there was thousands ofmillions of gal
lons of water flowing through. So it is
that Satan knows that if he can tear
down that wall that can keep us pure,
keep us humble and keep us close to
our God, it will happen to us.

We sing a hymn, Near to the Heart
of God. "There is a place of quiet rest,
Near to the heart of God," (Hymns of
Zion #175) But Satan wants to tear
that down, doesn't he? He wants us to
not have the Fruit ofthe Spirit abound
ing in our life. To not have the many
strengths and helps that we find. We
even think of our precious Faith. We
think of our heritage. We think of the
doctrine that we have that's based
upon a literal interpretation of the
Word. We think about our traditions
which help us to carry out that doc
trine. There's many things that we
have found good throughout the gener
ations of time. And, all those things
help us and keep us pure. They help us
not only to become a new creature, but
to continue to walk in God's service.

As we walk here below, do we think
enough about heaven? I know for my
selfI don't. You know these first verses
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we read here, it says, "For which cause
we faint not; but though our outward
man perish, yet the inward man is re
newed day by day." (II Corinthians
4:16) It's a day by day process, isn't it?
That we have to be renewed in Spirit. It
says, though our outward man perish.
There's some here who maybe have af
flictions of the body and they can truly
say that the outward man is perishing.
But, the inward man can be renewed
day by day by God's Word, by His
Spirit. It says, "For our light affliction,
which is but for a moment, ... " (II Co
rinthians 4: 17) I don't know about you
but when we're physically sick, we'll
say we have the flu or we have a mi
graine headache, or we have a sore
throat, whatever it may be. When we
feel lousy, time goes really slow, does
n't it? We can feel sorry for ourselves,
we can be kind of grumpy or irritable
from time to time. But really, isn't it a
light affliction?

If we think of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ, whenever we're tempted
to grumble or to murmur, it's probably
a good thing to do, isn't it? To think of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and
the affliction He endured. How He was
mocked and beaten, spit upon, rejected
ofmen. Then our affliction seems light,
doesn't it? When we put it in the light
ofwhat Christ did and howHe suffered
for us.

It says, which is but for amoment. If
we think about our life, it's really amo
ment, it's really a vapor. We remember
back to the time when we were in
school. If I understand right, there's
graduation soon here in your commu
nity. When we're in high school, it
seems like time goes really slow and we
can't wait till we finally graduate. And
then, it may be that we can't wait until
we go to college or we get married or
whatever it may be. But the older we
get, the faster time seems to go. I think
that if we would ask any of the older
brothers and sisters here, if we would
ask those that are sixties, seventies,
eighties, ninetyyears old, we would ask
them if this life seems long and I think
almost without exception they would
say that they can't believe how fast
time has gone. So really, it's but a mo
ment when we compare it to all eter
nity. We have to remember that this
light affliction which is but for a mo
ment, even ifit would last all ofour life
time, is still but for a moment.
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It says, "...worketh for us a far more
exceeding and eternal weight of
glory... " (II Corinthians 4:17) That's
what life's all about, isn't it? It's about
those things which are eternal. We're
reminded here that the things which
are seen are temporal. What's the defi
nition of temporal? It's something
that's going to pass away. "...but the
things which are not seen are eternal."
(II Corinthians 4: 18) So oftenwe spend
so much time in our life focusing on
those things which we can see. Those
things which are temporal. That's not
all a bad thing. You know, we've had
some beautiful weather. And if you
would've driven around town here in
Tremont or any ofthe local municipali
ties or towns in the past weekend you
probably would have seen a lot of peo
ple working in their yard. They're
mowing the yard or planting flowers,
whatever it may be. And, we are thank
ful for God's beauty. On all these
things that we can spend so much time
and emphasis on, they're not really
eternal are they? The things that are
eternal are our souls.

But also, what's really most impor
tant to our Lord and Savior? What was
He concerned about here as He walked
below? We don't read that Christ even
had a home. We don't read that He ever
amassed much in terms of earthly
goods. But He was concerned about the
souls of men. He was concerned about
their welfare. And so, it's our relation
ships one with another. It's the com
passion we should have for one
another. It's taking time to say a kind
word. It's the fellowship that we enjoy
one with another. Those are the things
which are important.

We're thankful even for holidays in
our country. It seems like it takes a
Thanksgiving or aMemorial Day when
we really slow down enough in life to
take time to go home and visit our par
ents, visit our grandparents, travel to
see friends, whatever it would be.
Sometimes if it wouldn't be for a holi
day, those things wouldn't happen. But
in our spiritual walk of life it takes an
effort doesn't it? We need to take time
to make those things happen. To not
only go about our earthly toils and
cares, providing for our families, tak
ing care of our homes, whatever it may
be. But we need to take time to teach
and instruct our children.

We read that, "Pure religion and un-
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defiled before God and the Father is
this, To visit the fatherless and widows
in their affliction, and to keep himself
unspotted from the world." (James 1:
27) So yes, we need to stay away from
the evil and the sin ofthis world so that
we can fully have God's grace. We
spoke about that earlier. But then, God
desires that we would be fruitful in His
vineyard, that we can somedaymake it
to heaven.

What a beautiful verse this is, verse
one in chapter five, "For we know that
if our earthly house of this tabernacle
were dissolved, we have a building of
God, an house not made with hands,
eternal in the heavens." I think ofyour
sister Evelyn here. Her earthly house
here is dissolved, is it not? There's that
beautiful building ofGod. That place in
the heavens. It says, "For in this we
groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed
upon with our house which is from
heaven:". (II Corinthians 5:2)

When there are those that come to
the end of life's journey and especially
if they know the end is near, they're
laying there in the hospital, or they're
in the nursing home, or maybe they're
in their own home. But when they
know that time is near, so often it gets
to the point here where they groan. Be
cause they earnestly desire to go to that
better place, that better land. When
we'reyoungwe can't always quite com
prehend that. Because we have chil
dren, we have loved ones, we have
certain things wewant to do in this life,
and we're not really ready to go home.
But, when it comes down to the end of
life, that's when we really stop and
think about what's important.

I've often thought, we go and we
visit someone in the nursinghome, and
there may be someone who's life really
didn't go so well for them. Perhaps
they failed in their business, or they
never had much of this earth's goods.
As man would look upon them, they
wouldn't think that they were really
very successful. But, what's impor
tant?What's important is their faith in
God. What's important is that they
have found peace with theirMaker and
their Creator. And then, sometimes to
contrast that, there are those who
maybe were very successful in their
earthly occupation. Maybe amassed
millions of dollars in this life. But as

Sermon continued on page 42
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Sermon continued from page 41
they lay there in the nursing home, all
that really doesn't make too much dif
ference anymore. What's really impor
tant to them at that point? It's that
their children come and see them.

It's so sad, sometimes we visit those
who perhaps have one or two children.
One's off on the east coast, one lives
several states away. They don't get to
see them very often. So, let us remem
ber to count our blessings. Whether
theybe few orwhether they bemany.

Even if God hasn't blessed us with
any children, perhaps if our parents
are all gone, we feel very lonely in this
life. Yet, I hope that each one gathered
here, at least, can feel the love and the
support of one another. That we have
one another, and there are those that
care, there are those that love us. We
can all look forward to this time in
heaven ifwe've repented of our sins, if
we've become converted, if we've be
come this new creature as we spoke
about. Aren't we thankful that we have
God's Spirit, that we have the Com
forter?

We read about that in verse five
here. It says, "Now he that hath
wrought us for the selfsame thing is
God, who also hath given unto us the
earnest of the Spirit." We think of ear
nest, sometimes we hear of earnest
money if there's a real estate transac
tion. It's a down payment, isn't it? So
really, as we walk in this life, we can
have God's Holy Spirit. We can even
have a down payment, if you will, or a
foretaste of that beautiful heavenly
home.

We can have this confidence that we
read ofhere. It says, "Therefore we are
always confident, knowing that, whilst
we are at home in the body, we are ab
sent from the Lord: (For we walk by
faith, not by sight:)" II Corinthians
5:6-7 It's interesting. It doesn'tjust say
we walk by faith. It says, not by sight.
It's so easy in life to have faith when we
can seewhat the future holds. It's so of
ten easy to have faith when we can see
how the Lord is going to provide for us.
But is that really faith when we can
see? True faith is when we're blinded.
To truly have faith is whenwe're blind.

Think of Samson there. He was
blinded in a physical sense, was he not?
He had no idea exactly what that build
ing looked like, did he? He asked the
young lad there to place his hands on
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the pillars. He had to have faith. I
shouldn't say he didn't knowwhat that
building looked like, perhaps he'd seen
that building before he lost his eye
sight. I don't know. But, he had to have
faith that by God's strength, he could
bring that building down. It's a blind
faith isn't it?

It seems like the olderwe get and the
more experience we have in life, and
we're thankful for that experience be
cause along with that experience can
come faith that the Lord's going to pro
vide. If God brings us through the val
leys of life and we're able, by God's
grace, to climb out of those valleys and
make it up the next mountain that we
face, and we can look back on those
times, that can be strengthening to our
faith. But also sometimes as we gain ex
perience in life, we maybe lose a little
bit of that blind faith we might say.

I haven't had the opportunity of
having a child married by faith, but
sometimes young brothers and sisters,
when they ask for a wife or they give
back an answer to a proposal, it takes a
tremendous amount of faith, doesn't
it? Sometimes the parents almost have
a harder time with that, those of us
that are parents, than the young peo
ple. And why is that? I think it's be
cause ofour experience. As we get older
in life and we're married, we know the
struggles that can come.

Sometimes the struggle is with our
spouse. Or maybe not in our own fam
ily, maybe we're blest with awonderful
marriage. But we see the struggles in
other families. We know that there can
be children born with physical afflic
tions. There can be those that suffer in
a great way. And, it's hard for us some
times, isn't it, to really let go ofour chil
dren, commit them to God and to His
keeping. Wouldn't we all be well served
to have a little bit more of this blind
faith? Not knowingwhere we're going.
Not knowing what the path ahead
brings us. But just trusting in God.

Now as we continue on in this chap
ter we read here in verse nine, a very
sobering verse. "Wherefore we labour,
that, whether present or absent, we
may be accepted of him." This morn
ing, Brother Tom, as he finished up,
spoke ofthe word 'action'. And here we
read the word 'labor'. We're thankful
that on Sunday we can rest from our
earthly labors.

When we come to worship God, it's
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an active thing, isn't it? It takes effort.
We need to labor. Whether it's the
hymns we sing, it's our minds as we
think about the Word that we would
read, as we fellowship one with an
other. We should really be active. We
should put effort into it. Sometimes we
like tojust stand in the corner. But God
moves us, doesn't He? We look across
the hall and we maybe see someone
who we know is going through a rough
time. We see someone whose loved
one's in the hospital, whatever it may
be. It takes an effort to walk across and
ask them how they're doing, to wish
them well, whatever it would be. Also,
it even takes effort to be alert.

We can remember back to the time
many of us were unconverted. We sat
there in the back of church and many
times we simply slept through the
whole service. It can happen to those of
us who are converted also. Our minds
can be offon what happened last week,
what's going to happen tomorrow,
what we're going to do this afternoon.
We have to focus, don't we, ifwe really
want to receive a true blessing out of
God'sWord?We're going to be blest ac
cording to how much effort we put into
it. We get out of life about as much as
we put into it. I think that same con
cept applies as we come to God's house.

It says, "Wherefore we labour, that,
whether present or absent, we may be
accepted ofhim. Forwemust all appear
before the judgment seat of Christ;
that every one may receive the things
done in his body, according to that he
hath done, whether it be good or bad."
v. 9,10. There's coming a judgment
day. We read that all the things that we
do, they're recorded there in heaven.
We read in Revelations, to him that
overcometh shall be granted that
crown of life. (Revelations 2:10) We
know that we're saved by grace
through faith. It's not of ourselves lest
we should boast. (Ephesians 2:8) It's by
the shed blood of Jesus Christ. But
then, as we have this new heart, this
new creature, God calls us to a holi
ness. He calls us to serve Him. He de
sires that the fruit of His Holy Spirit
would come forth from our life. So we
have to labor, we have to take inven
tory from time to time, don't we? To see
if this love, the joy, the peace, the long
suffering, the gentleness, the goodness,
is it in our life? Or perhaps is there
some of those works of the flesh creep-
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ing in? Do we find ourselves angry? Do
we find ourselves jealous? Do we find
ourselves grumbling? Not thankful?

That we may be accepted from
Christ. It's our human nature, isn't it,
that we would want to please one an
other, that we always want people to
think good of us. That's not all a bad
thingbecause ifwe have God's Spirit, if
we're truly a child of God, then people
would naturally be drawn unto those
who are kind, those that are loving,
those that are generous. All those good
attributes. But, what's most impor
tant? What's the most important is
that we can be accepted of Christ.

We read this word 'accepted'. So of
ten we hear that in nominal Christian
ity today. That we need to accept
Christ. But here we're reminded that
it's important that Christ accepts us.
That's what's truly important. Are we
ready to meet Him? Or, do we have a
little bit of fear within our heart, that
maybe we need to go and make this
right or make that right, or we really
ought to clean up our act a little bit, we
might say.

I think about our homes if we have
company, sometimes someone would
drop by unexpected, what would they
find? I don't want to make light ofit or
embarrass any of the sisters with this,
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but there's times that the home is a
mess, perhaps. Probably a good part of
that is because some of us brothers
don't do our part to help them in that
matter. Butwhatwould the Lord find if
he came to our spiritual house? If He
came and made an inspection? Ifwe're
going to put our house up for sale what
do we do? We make sure the lawn is
mowed, we make sure the bushes are
trimmed. If we're going to have an
open house or show people, we have it
all just right. But what about our spiri
tual walk of life? From time to time we
need to do a little bit ofhouse cleaning.
We need to do some maintenance. And
the Lord will help us. And, it will be
worth it all. We sing a hymn, "It will be
worth it all when we see Jesus." (Melo
dies of Praise #59) So let us take cour
age that as Godmoves us, that we labor
on, that we may be accepted of Him.

"For we commend not ourselves
again unto you, but give you occasion
to glory on our behalf, that ye may have
somewhat to answer them which glory
in appearance, and not in heart." II Co
rinthians 5:12. Christ sees each one of
our hearts. He knows what our
thoughts are. He knows what our mo
tives are. We can fool one another from
time to time and we can put on a good
act, we might say. We can maybe do a
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lot of good in this life. We can be a good
neighbor. But ifwe don't truly have the
love of God, if we don't truly have His
Spirit, if we have not become a new
creature, then we won't be accepted of
Him.

So lets each one examine our hearts,
and I speak to myself first, that we
would ask ourselves the question, have
we become a new creature? Have we to
tally denied our self as we read this
morning? Have we taken up our cross
to follow Him? Ifnot, lets do a little bit
of house cleaning, some spiritual
housecleaning. That we can be pre
pared to meet Him whether He would
call us individually or whether He
would come again in the clouds.

We're reminded of an athlete today.
How they have to exercise daily and
they have to eat a nutritious diet and
all sorts of things so that they can win
the race. And we read the Apostle Paul
numerous times in the New Testa
ment. He talks about this spiritual race
that we're running. When we are spiri
tually fit, that's when we can truly be
ambassadors for Christ. That's when
we can be the salt of the earth that
we're called to be. May the Lord grant
us grace to that end.

Stories of Faith and Courage
Volumes I, II, and Ill

Stories of Faith and Courage, Volumes 1, 2,
and 3 are now available in an audio version for
23½ hours of listening time. Clearly narrated by
Apostolic Christian brothers who are closely
connected with the accounts, the stories come
alive and engage the listener.

Set of 20 CD's containing all 85 stories in
Volumes 1, 2, and 3 - $35.00 plus shipping

MP3 Flash Drive containing all 85 stories in
Volumes 1, 2, and 3 - $20.00 plus shipping

Order from Heritage Press at curricularesources@juno.com
(phone 309-249-6281)

or from www.melttheheart.com.
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Child Placement Manager Opening
As Gateway Woods expands our Christian Adoption Services into Illinois, we are in need ofan IL

Child Placement Manager. Applicants for this job must:

1. Be a member in good standing of the Apostolic Christian Church with approval of his/her lo
cal elder.

2. Have at least a Master's Degree in Social Work from an accredited school and three years
work experience in social work administration OR a Master's Degree in a human services field from an accredited
school and five years of work experience in human services administration.

3. Have a dedicated interest, love and sensitivity for youth and families.
4. Possess good motivational, organizational, teaching and communications skills.
5. Have ability to establish positive working and interpersonal relationships and use a team approach.
6. Have treatment philosophy compatible with the mission of Gateway Woods - Apostolic Christian Children's Home.
7. Have commitment to ongoing personal and professional growth.

Thisposition offers a competitive salary and generous benefits. For further information and ajob description, please con
tact:

Bro. Jeff Schumacher
Administrator
PO Box 151
Leo, IN 46765
1-888-443-4283 (GATE)
jeff.schumacher@gatewaywoods.org

Bro. Lynn Stieglitz
Counseling Elder
15417 Doty Rd.
New Haven, IN 46774
260-657-1033
lynnstieg@lightningnet.net

Apostolic Christian Counseling and
Family Services
515 East Highland St,
Morton, IL 61550

309-263-5536 (local#) 309-263-6841 (fax)

877-370-9988 (toll free)
www.accounseling.org

Christ-centered counseling for
depression, anxiety, relationship problems, etc ...

• Telephone consultations with a counselor
• Information about mental health issues and relationship problems
• Referrals to qualified counseling and family services in your area
• Referrals to specialized services
• Apostolic Christian Way of Purity
• Information and presentations on Biblical financial stewardship
• Materials and presentations on other specific topics
• Mentoring for students in mental health-related fields
• All calls are confidential

Apostolic Christian Church
3938 Becknerville Rd

Winchester, KY

Welcome to support our
precious 'Faith' in Kentucky

Families needed! Singer brothers,
prayer brothers, ministers,

teachers, helpers ...

Employment opportunities available
Contact Elder Bro. Andy Stoller
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515 Highland Street, Morton, IL 61550 Tel: (309) 263-5536 Fax: (309) 263-6841 www.accounseling.org

Grief/Loss, Part 4

Grief/Loss, Part 1 was written for those
who are grieving and was printed in the
September, 2009, Silver lining. Parts 2 and
3 focused on how to help grieving people
and were printed in the November and De
cember issues. This article is focused on
how to help children grieve. Jesus wants us
to minister to those who are in need. Mat
thew 25:40 "...Inasmuch as ye have done it
unto one of the least of these my brethren
(my children), ye have done it unto me."

Children, like adults, experience grief in
many different ways, and each has his or
her own pace of recovery. There are things
you can do to help a child through the grief
process, which are important to do, as chil
dren often don't understand their feelings
and may need your help, guidance, and
support to cope. Psalm 56:8"... put thou my
tears into thy bottle: are they not in thy
book?"

Studies point out that there are four ad
justments that are essential for a grieving
child to experience:
1. Reality - accepting the reality of the

loss,
2. Pain - experiencing the pain or emo

tional aspects of the loss,
3. Change - adjusting to an environment

in which the deceased is missing,
4. New Normal - relocating the deceased

person within one's life with memo
ries and putting energy into new rela
tionships.
It has been discovered that prior to age

3, babies may sense an absence among
those in their immediate world and miss a
familiar person who is gone, but they are
unlikely to understand the difference be
tween a temporary absence and death. A
preschool child may talk about death but
may still expect the person to come back.
Before age 5, most children do not realize
that all people, including themselves, will
die. By ages 9 or 10, however, most chil
dren have developed an understanding of
death as final, irreversible, and inescap
able. Ecclesiastes 3:1-2 "To every thing
there is a season, and a time to every pur
pose under the heaven. A time to be born,
and a time to die..."

How can parents help? Caring parents
can help children through the Reality amd

Pain adjustments by being open, honest,
and loving, and by responding to questions
in a way that shows you care. It may help to
touch children and look them in the eye as
you talk. Take them in your arms and show
them the compassion of Jesus. When an
swering a child's questions about death,
adults should keep in mind the following:

1. Tell a child only what he is capable of
understanding. There is no need to be eva
sive, but modify explanations to what the
child can comprehend.

2. What is said is important, but the
manner in which it is said has even greater
significance. Be aware of voice tone. Try to
answer the questions patiently in a mat
ter-of-fact way. Remember that what is
communicated without words can be just
as meaningful to a child as what is actually
said.

3. It is not unusual for a child to ask the
same question again and again. Repeating
questions and getting answers helps the
child understand and adjust to the loss of
someone loved.

Parents should avoid trying to suppress
the child's tears or expressions of grief. It is
hurtful to the grieving process to dismiss
your child's feelings or disapprove of them.
Instead, help them put their feelings into
words. One author stated that a child's
grief begins when he or she begins to ex
press or demonstrate his/her feelings. Jere
miah 9:1 "Oh that my head were waters,
and mine eyes a fountain of tears, that I
might weep day and night..."
like adults, children's first reaction to

the loss is usually shock. Feelings of anger,
fear and guilt usually follow. Parents may
need to redirect children's aggressive angry
behavior to acceptable physical behav
or-such as running, doing jumping jacks,
shaping play dough, sweeping with a
broom, or something to keep their bodies
moving. In trying to get to the source of an
ger outbursts, ask open-ended questions
such as: "It looks like something is really
bothering you. I'm wondering if you are
frustrated about something or feeling hurt
or perhaps afraid. Could you tell me about
it?" It is easier for some children and teens
to express feelings in art work and tell you
about the pictures. When they talk, really
listen. listen to the point that you feel you
can understand what your child is feeling.

Psalm 46:1-2 "God is our refuge and
strength, a very present help in trou
ble. Therefore will not we fear.."

Common fears which grieving children
have include the fear of not being cared for
or of not having enough information to un
derstand what is happening, the fear that
the child is to blame, or the fear that another
special person may die.

The Change adjustment is learning to
adapt with the loved one gone. This is the
time to keep routine schedules in place as
much as possible. Have your children keep
on doing their chores and activities even
though they do not feel like doing them be
cause they are sad. Talk about the changes
in your family. There may be someone dif
ferent cooking meals or driving the children
to school. There may be one less person sit
ting at the dinner table. Help them realize
that a family is still a family even if someone
in the family dies. life will never be the same
again without the loved one who died, but
life can still feel safe and normal again. Psalm
23:4 "Yea, though I walk through the valley
of the shadow ofdeath, I willfear no evil: for
thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they
comfort me."

The New Normal adjustment is having
friends and feeling happy again, but also re
membering the special things they did with
the loved one. Help your child keep these
memories by talking openly about them,
even though they bring tears. It is also im
portant and necessary to say "goodbye" to
the loved one. Some examples are writing a
letter, visiting the grave site, or making a
memory book. Saying "goodbye" is not for
getting your loved one. He or she will always
be a part of your child's life. Finally, your
child should be encouraged to play, to enjoy
old friends, to make new friends, and to
make new memories as "new" becomes nor
mal. Revelation 21:4 "And God shall wipe
away all tears from their eyes; and there
shall be no more death, neither sorrow nor
crying, neither shall there be any more pain:
for the former things are passed away."

Comments taken from: 1996 study by J. W. Worden, pam

phlet "Helping Your Child Grieve," It's okay to cry, by H. Norman

Wright, A Kid's Journey of Grief, by Beeney and Chung
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Important Notice to Americans
Crossing the Canadian Border by Land.

All adults will need just one of the following documents:

February 2010

BIBLE
DISTRIBUTION

Sharing The Word In Love
1. Regular U.S. Passport
2. U.S. Passport Card
3. Enhanced Driver's License
4. any Trusted Traveler Program (ex Nexus card)

U.S citizens under the age of 16, or under the age of 19 if travelling with a
school, religious, or other youth group, may present abirth certificate, Consular
Report ofBirth Abroad, or a naturalization certificate. Birth certificates can be
original, photocopy, or certified copy.

Anyone interested in receiving a printed sermon, please send
info to:

Printed Sermons
102 Lake View Drive
Fairbury, IL 61739

(815) 692-3616
jschneider54@verizon.net

- USED BIBLE, BIBLE STORY BOOK, AND
SONG BOOKDISTRIBUTION -

We currently have outlets for Bibles, Bible Story Books, Hymns of Zion, Gospel
Hymns, and Tabernacles.

The cost of sending books airmail to foreign countries is greater than what new books
could be purchased for. We are currently working with organizations (such as Christian
Aid Ministries) that send materials to foreign countries by sea container which is a more
reasonable price. Some of the books are also used by U.S. churches and missions. Thank
you to all who have provided books and those who help repair them.

Jerry and Arlene Banwart, 307 First St, Congerville, IL 61729
(309) 448-2416

Light From The Word
now available by downloadable PDF from the

Apostolic Christian Publication web site
www.acpublications.org

After entering the web site, click on the item located in the left hand
frame entitled, "Light from theWordReprints". The entire set ofeditori
als are available in a complete download (June 1987 through February
2010).

"Where there is no vision,
the people perish:

but he that keepeth the law,
happy is he."

Proverbs 29: 18

All books, including Bibles, in Eng
lish and other languages, plus Bible
Story Books which have been ap
provedby theApostolic ChristianMis
sion Committee, are available for
those who wish to distribute them in
the name of Jesus Christ.

The book inventory is computer
ized, and the personnel at Bluffton
can drop ship to nearly any address.

To order, contact,

Apostolic Christian Church
Bible Distribution

PO Box 30
1254 S. Main Street
Bluffton, IN 46714

Phone and Fax 260/824-5587
E-mail: bibledist@adamswells.com

Rochester, MN
Services

Times·
7: 30-3rdWednesday ofthemonth

Location:
310 16th Ave SW,
Rochester MN, 55902
(within a few blocks
of the Mayo campus)

Contacts·
Sis. Anne Wagenbach
(507)993- 6916
Bro. Jim and Sis Deb Tilbury
(507)281-2875.

Any that are in the area are wel
come and encouraged to worship with
us.
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Online ordering available at
www.acpublications.org

Intermediate Workbook Part 1

• Covers the first halves of the Old and New
Testaments of the Bible

• A helpful teaching aid for the
Egermeiers Bible Story Book

• A comprehensive review with questions
for almost every story

• Sixty-one exercises for learning
• Ideal for third and fourth grade Sunday

School Students
• Workbook-$8.60, Answer Book-$8.00
• Plans are currently under way for a revised

Intermediate Workbook Part 2

INTERMEDIATE WORKBOO
PART I OK

*or fgormoise's Ile Story tock!

Completely Updated & Revised!

In response to the survey sent to our churches a group of dedicated
brothers and sisters have completely revised this workbook and answer
guide to provide an easy-to-follow study aid.

How to Order:
Online at www.acpublications.org During Business Hours: call 309-467-3611
After Hours: Call 309-467-3611 leave a message, or fax to the same number.

~*****~
Order blanks available: at each Church, on our website, by calling AC

Publications, or by emailing office@acpublications.org
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CARIBBEAN BOARD PROJECTS - 2010
All volunteers should contact the project coordinator. Should you not be able to contact the coordinator, for Haiti direct your

inquiry to Bro. Rich Bertschi, Ph. 309-467-6110, E-mail lemangm@mtco.com.

HAITI
Data updated from the Apostolic Christian World Relief web site as of February 6" 2010 -www.acworldrelief.org/work-teams-caribbean/

Project Year 2010 Coordinator Capacity

Les Cayes
FRW
Vocational School

Mar 3-12 Rick Wuethrich
219-567-9488
rick@wuethrichfarms.com

4 Les Cayes
MEBSH
Maintenance

Mar 26-Apr 5 Jon Zeller
309-266-9009
jzeller@mtco.com

12

Les Cayes
FRW
Simone Orphanage

Les Cayes
MEBSH
School Roof

Les Cayes
MEBSH
Haiti Support

Mar 12-19

Mar 19-26

Mar 26-29

Rick Wuethrich
219-567-9488
rick@wuethrichfarms.com

12

Rich Bertschi
309-467-2351
lemangm@mtco.com

12

Rich Bertschi
309-467-2351
lemangm@mtco.com

12

Les Cayes
AWA
Water Aid

Les Cayes
MEBSH
Medical

Les Cayes
FRW
Vocational School

Apr 23-30

May 7-14

Jun 4-11

Troy Stuber
309-925-2603
troystuber@verizon.net

4

Keith Knepp
309-467-4691
kknepp@mchsi.com

8

Rick Wuethrich
219-567-9488
rick@wuethrichfarms.com

4

Haiti and Jamaica Work Team Code Definitions
CCCD=Caribbean Christian Center for the Deaf
MEBSH=Missions of Evangelical Baptists of South Haiti
Palm Grove = Mission of Haiti
S.E.E.D. = An Agricultural School & Extension Service
TBA = To Be Announced
Palm Grove = Mission of Haiti

A.W.A. - B.= Apostolic Water Aid/Bluffton
A.W.A. - FRW = Apostolic Water Aid/Francesville, Remington,

Wolcott
A.W.A. - T = Apostolic Water Aid/Tremont
(*) = Changes or additions since last issue
(**)= Spring Break Timeframe

USA World Relief Committee
For area work or disaster projects, please contact the following USA committee member:

* Bro. Kent Heimer
* Bro. Paul Kaeb
* Bro. Chuck Kellenberger
* Bro. Les Schambach
* Bro. Bill Leman
* Bro. Tom Neuenschwander
* Bro. Ray Slagel

Counseling Elder
Chairman
Sec/Treasurer
Administrator

Taylor, MO
Bern, KS
Elgin, IL
Elgin, IL
Roanoke, IL
Bluffton, IN
Fairbury, IL

Cell# 573-248-5701
Cell# 785-547-5269
Cell# 224-629-6531
Cell# 630-247-5271
Cell# 309-241-0257
Cell# 260-307-6026
Cell# 815-848-3714
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JAMAICA
Data updated from the Apostolic Christian World Relief web site as of February 6"", 2010 -www.acworldrelief.org/work-teams-caribbean/

Project Year 2010 Coordinator Capacity

Kingston School Mar 20-27 Roger Stoller 40 Jamaica Deaf Villg Jun 11-19 Ted Hirstein 40
CCCD 309-747-3228 CCCD 309-266-8769

rstoller@gridcom.net hirstein@mtco.com

Kingston School Jun 5-12 Dean Thomas Peoria Bible Knockpatrick Sehl Jun 26 - Jul 3 Peter Webel 40
CCCD 309-243-2216 Class Only CCCD 419-564-5691
Peoria SS dathomas@mtco.com Mansfield SS wpw47@aol.com

MEXICO
Ifanyone is interested in leading a team to Mexico, contact Bro. Mike Fiechter at 260-597-7330 or mfiechter@onlyinternet.net

Data updated from the Apostolic Christian World Relief web site as of February 6" 2010 -www.acworldrelief.org/work-teams-mexico/

Location Year 2010 Coordinator

Agua Prieta Mar 6-13 Kevin Gerber
Construction 260-565-3313

kevgerber@yahoo.com

Magdalena Mar 6-13 Adam Adrian/lSU
Construction Illinois State University

573-231-6433
adam_adrian@hotmail.com

Magdalena Mar 13-20 Sam Kaufman/Purdue
Construction Purdue University

260-494-8733
sjkaufma@purdue.edu

Reynosa Mar 20-27 Tristan Herrmann/U of I
Construction University of Illinois

309-712-6902
tristanherrmann@gmail.com

Magdalena Mar 20-27 Linc Rinkenberger
Construction Bluffton Senior Class

260-565-4155
rinkfamily@adamswells.com

Agua Prieta Mar 20-27 Aaron Beery
Construction 330-927-6926

beeryaaron@embarqmail.com

Magdalena Mar 27 - Apr 3 Curt Hodel
Construction Roanoke Bible Class

309-923-8091
cjhodel@juno.com

Reynosa
Medical

Magdalena
Construction

Magdalena
Construction

Magdalena
Construction

Magdalena
Construction

Reynosa
Medical

Apr 7-14

Jun 5-12

Jun 19-26

Jul 17-24

July 24-31

Oct 6-13

Cheryl Herrmann
cherrmann@verizon.net

Stan Schick
Princeville Sunday School
309-243-9281
schickfam@juno.com

Benj Knapp
Washington Sunday School
309-467-5274
benjknapp@homewayhomes.com

Blake Stahl
630-740-7461
bcstahl@aol.com

Scott Bahr
Detroit Bible Class
248-924-7547
spbahr@yahoo.com

Cheryl Herrmann
cherrmann@verizon.net
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Our Spiritual Heritage

February 2010

Thefollowing is a continuation ofthe
funeral ofElder Bro. Noah Schrock of
the Oakville, Iowa, congregation. His
funeral was held on April 8, 1976. This
is a description ofthe funeral, and is not
a transcript of the funeral comments.
His passing, after manyyears ofleader
ship along with his spiritual influence
across the entire church for manyyears,
was significant and a multitude of
brethren attended the funeral. Elder
Bro. Leo Moser of the Lester, Iowa, con
gregation had the main part of the fu
neral.

The Funeral Service
It fell on Elder Bro. Leo Moser of

the Lester, Iowa, congregation to de
liver the funeral message. The
fore-reading text consisted of Jere
miah 23:3-4. The choir then sang the
beautiful song, "Our Blessed Por
tion," from the Zion's Harp Hymnal.
The second Scripture reading was
from the book ofActs, Chapter 20, be
ginning with verse 24. This is an ac
count of the Apostle Paul's farewell to
the Ephesian Elders.

Bro. Moser, while not eulogizing
Bro. Schrock, nonetheless referred to
the departed one's many God-given
gifts and to the endless campaigns he
waged over the years on behalf of the
church. And although he could en
gage in long discourses regarding spir
itual matters, the deceased's
often-expressed sentiment was that
he desired to know nothing, "save Je
sus Christ and Him crucified."

Bro. Moser alluded to his many
years of service in the Lord's vineyard
and how the church will miss him, not
only the lay brethren, but the Elder
Body of the church as well. The man-

tle of leadership, both of his local
Oakville congregation and ofhis influ
ence on the church as a whole, must
now be passed on. Bro. Moser ex
pressed the confidence that this man
tle would fall on the shoulders of
several younger brethren whom God
has raised up for leadership.

Reference was made to the Old Tes
tament practice ofposting "watchmen
on the wall" to warn the people of
coming dangers, and how our Elder
brethren today perform such a func
tion in the New Testament churches
and, out of love, sound the trumpet
when they see the sword coming.

Bro. Noah, as a "watchman", had
sounded the warningmany times dur
ing his lifetime and could testify at the
end, as Paul did, "that I ampure from
the blood of all men; for I have not
shunned to deliver unto you all the
counsel ofGod." Hewas a true watch
man and stood on "guard duty" that
his brethren might be alerted to the
many dangers of the enemy, and they
could thus walk closer to God. He had
a ringing idealism as to how a child of
God should conduct himself, and as he
sought to promote the high standards
of God in the church, according to
Scriptures, he did so with pure mo
tives.

He went from coast to coast, and to
Japan, preaching the glorious gospel
of salvation. His life touched multi
tudes of people. Yet, he remained a
humble man - a tiller of the soil - and
he sought only to do what was right.
Not a 'menpleaser", he was one who
sought to please the Lord, whom he
deeply loved.

Closing remarks were uttered by
Elder Bro. Roy Farney of the Phoenix,
Arizona, congregation. In a moving

account of his last visit with Bro.
Noah, he said the departed brother in
dicated his willingness to leave this
earth. He then requested that Bro.
Roy deliver his "farewell greetings" to
the western churches he had served
for so many years. On doing so, Bro.
Farney related how, when it was ap
parent that the end was nigh at hand,
he carried out this wish to his Phoe
nix, Arizona, congregation, and it
caused many tears to flow down the
cheeks of the brethren. Bro. Farney
surmised that had Bro. Noah known
this, he would have said, "Weep not
for me, but for yourselves."

During the entire day, it was a fit
ting tribute to Bro. Noah that there
was a tremendous feeling in the air,
despite the sadness, of that wonderful
kindred spirit ofbrotherhood which is
so associated with the members of the
Apostolic Christian Church as they
gather in the name of the Lord. The
great love that flows from heart to
heart, which is so essential to the
church and which Bro. Noah loved
and promoted so strongly, was very
evident during these final rites.

By Perry A. Klopfenstein

Next Issue:
Final segment of this series.

Please Note:
This writing is available, free of

charge, in booklet form, and can be ob
tained by writing to P.O. Box 404,
Pontiac, IL, 61764. Ask for the Noah
Schrock funeral report. Or call
800-847-6686.
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"Christianity Is Practical"
Retired Elder Bro. Willis Ehnle, formerly of Shioda, Japan

51

Practical means to be useful and
helpful in our daily lives. When we
repent and put our faith in the
Lord Jesus Christ for forgiveness
and salvation, it might be thought
by some that this is good so we can
go to heaven when we die, but as
for living here on earth, it is incon
venient because the way is narrow
and you always have to think
about whether or not what you
plan to do is edifying and to the
glory ofGod. However, I have been
thinking that the Christian life as
taught in the Bible, a life of dying
to self and living for God, is a very
practical life and much better than
the life apart from God.

The first reason why Christian
ity is practical is that the life in
Christ is less stressful. You do
what the Bible says to do and you
don't do what the Bible warns
against and therefore, you are able
to reduce or eliminate all the stress
caused when you do whatever you
feel like doing and get yourself into
some very difficult situations. I Pe
ter 5:7 reads, "Casting all your
care upon Him for He careth for
you." We do have a place of refuge
when accident, illness, or death,
strikes.

The second reason is that the life
in Christ is morejoyful. "Rejoice in

the Lord alway: and again I say,
Rejoice." To havejoy in the Lord is
much better than to havejoy in the
interesting and captivating plea
sures ofthis world. Joy in the Lord
is more lasting and encouraging.

The number three reason is that
the life in Christ saves us money.
We don't spend money on things
that are harmful to our minds and
bodies and we don't spend money
on worldly pleasures that might be
harmful to our spiritual lives. The
life in Christ is a win, win situa
tion. Isaiah 55:2 asks the question,
"Wherefore do ye spend money for
that which is not bread?" In this
case "bread" may mean anything
that is good for you.

The fourth reason is that there
is more fulfillment in the life in
Christ. The Bible teaches us that
we are here to bring God glory and
that we should help others. This is
so much more fulfilling, so much
more satisfying, than living for
self. Revelation 4:11 reads, "Thou
hast created all things, and for thy
pleasure they are and were cre
ated." Also, we are taught to love
our neighbor as ourselves.

The fifth reason is that the child
of God is honest and that brings
many benefits not realized by
those who are dishonest. We read

in Luke 8: 15 that the seed of the
sower which brings forth much
fruit is that which falls in "An hon
est and good heart." This is a
teaching for us to be honest if we
expect God's Word to bring forth
fruit in our lives. The fruit in
cludes the assurance that I didn't
cheat anybody nor make claims
that are not so.

The sixth reason that Christian
ity is practical is that we can trust
each other in the Lord. What a
blessing that is. It saves a lot of
checking with the Better Business
Bureau or any similar organiza
tion which checks on people's hon
esty. If you are my brother or
sister in Christ, your word is as
good as mine. We really don't need
a contract but it may be useful to
avoid anymisunderstanding. Paul
writes to Philemon in verse 21,
"Having confidence in thy obedi
ence I wrote unto thee, knowing
that thou wilt also do more than I
say." This indicates that Paul had
complete trust in his brother,
Philemon.

Christianity is not just a theory,
it is very practical, useful, and ben
eficial in this life and makes us
ready to live for God forever in a
better world, the spiritual world.
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