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Sermon by Bro. Gary Sinn, Latty, OH
Judges 20:1-35 and Revelation 2:1-17

May 2008

I had to think, as we read in the
Old Testament about the children of
Israel, isn't it so true today, there is a
battle going on. It's between good
and evil. It's between wrong and
right. It's between God and the devil.
It's between the Holy Spirit and the
evil spirits. We look about us and we
see things that are concerning in our
country. We see a total disrespect for
God at times, don't we? We might
say that the devil is winning the bat
tle. We might say that, as we look
across the broad face of the earth,
that as believers, we are going to be
overcome or overwhelmed by the evil
that is about us. But I think so often
it's so encouraging to go through the
Bible and see that God has always
been one step ahead of the devil. He
won't be beat. We can go to the end of
the book of Revelation and we can
read a powerful message about how
God will deal with Satan once and for
all. He will be cast into a bottomless
pit and he will never torment the be
liever again.

I remember one time reading a lit
tle account about some students that
were studying the Bible. They were
reading the book of Revelation.
There was an old janitor at that
school. They often noticed he was
reading the Word of God. They said
to him, we notice you read the Word
of God and you read the book ofRev
elation. Can you explain it to us?

We just read here and sometimes
we can get overwhelmed with the
symbolism and all the things that
are written in the book of Revela
tion. But there is a blessing, we're
told, if we read it. There is a blessing
if we allow God, as we read the book
of Revelation, the prophecy, that it
will inspire us to a closer walk with
Him. (Rev. 1:3) Nearly thirty three
percent of the Bible is prophecy. So
that's why we need to read it. That
we might be reminded that Jesus is
coming again.

But that old man looked at the
young students and he said, yes I do
understand the book ofRevelation. I
can sum it up in two words: Jesus
wins. Isn't that true, as we go

through this book, we can see that
ultimately Jesus wins in the end.
That's why it's so important, dear
friends, that you are on His side.

As young men and women, you
can go back to your high school days
or perhaps early on. You'd pick sides,
wouldn't you? We always wanted to
be on the winning team. We didn't
want to lose. Well, we can be assured
that if we serve God and we are an
overcomer, as we were reminded, on
that great and notable day that Joel
writes about (Joel 2:11,31), we will
be among those that are victorious.

But I am sure those children ofls
rael, as they walked through those
battles and they were defeated, they
became discouraged, didn't they? It
said they wept before the Lord.
(Judges 20:23) They said, should we
go to battle again? I believe, loved
ones, there are times in our lives that
the enemy will make inroads into
our lives. At that time, we need to get
down on our knees and pray for the
power of His grace and the Holy
Spirit and He will give it to us. Be
cause greater is He that is within us
than he that is in the world. Some
times we get discouraged and down.

Remember the story of Joshua in
the Old Testament. The children of
Israel had been defeated. He fell
down on his face and God said to
Joshua, why are you laying in the
ground? (Joshua 7:10) Get up be
cause today I will deliver the enemy
into your hand.

We can go throughout the pews,
especially to those of you who are
older in faith and I am sure each of
you could testify how there were
times in your life ofgreat discourage
ment. The devil had come to you and
said, you are not worth much in the
sight of God. Or you are not going to
make it spiritually. Or maybe it was
financially. But each of you could
testify that God was with you and
His Word is true and His promises
are sure. You rested in those prom
ises, didn't you?

As we turn to the New Testament
here, and we read about the
churches, there is just one verse I

want to read. It says, "Blessed is he
that readeth, and they that hear the
words of this prophecy, and keep
those things which are written
therein: for the time is at hand." Rev
elation 1:3. Today the world's mak
ing a mockery about Jesus coming

Sermon continued on page 43
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"I rejoice therefore that I
haveconfidenceinyouinall Light From The Word
things" (2 Cor. 7:16)

May 2008 Developing Trust
Writings based
on God's Word
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The Word of God gives clear exam
ples of the trust and confidence placed
in individuals whose hearts and lives
are dedicated to serving Him. The fol
lowing is said of the virtuous woman
described in Proverbs 31: 10-31: "The
heart of her husband doth safely trust in
her, so that he shall have no need of
spoil" (v. 11). Although numerous at
tributes and good works of this godly
woman are subsequently recounted,
the foundation for this trust lies in her
most important virtue, which is de
scribed in verse 30: "but a woman that
feareth the Lord, she shall be praised."

The virtues of integrity and reliability
were exemplified powerfully in the life
of Christ, and this generated trust in His
hearers (Matt. 12:18-21). He taught
His disciples these same characteristics,
such as when he commended the
"faithful and wise steward" who could
be depended upon and entrusted with
much responsibility (Luke 12:42-44).

The Apostle Paul received a good re
port regarding the Corinthian believers
from Titus and was able to declare: "I
rejoice therefore that I have confidence
in you in all things" (2 Car. 7:16). We
can be sure that this expression of trust
did not mean that everything in their
lives was in perfect order. Like all of us,
they were learning and growing under
the patient and merciful hand of God.
The confidence Paul expressed in them
must have been a great encouragement
to these brethren, motivating them to
press on in their spiritual journey.

Lack of mutual trust among brethren
has been identified as one of the signifi
cant factors causing disharmony in the
church. Faith and trust in our brother is
an indication of our faith and trust in
Christ, who has created our brother and
who dwells in his heart in the form of
the Holy Spirit. "Whosoever believeth
that Jesus is the Christ is born of God:
and every one that loveth him that
begat loveth him also that is begotten of
him. By this we know that we love the
children of God, when we love God,
and keep his commandments (1 John
5:1-2). We can all do better in trusting
the intentions of our brothers and sis-

ters, believing the Holy Spirit is working
in their hearts and ultimately commend
ing them to God's grace (Acts 20:32).

Developing trust requires a purity of
intent in our heart. Paul was able to say
without question that he was put in trust
of the gospel because his heart was pure
and open before God (1 Thes. 2:3-4).
Before we can grow in trust of our broth
ers and sisters, we must first examine our
motives honestly in light of the Word, for
God "desirest truth in the inward parts"
(Psa. 51:6). Because we cannot see into
our brother's heart, we are to give the
benefit of the doubt in trusting his inten
tions, and we should extend mercy,
which we all so deeply need. Jesus
taught, "Blessed are the merciful: for they
shall obtain mercy" (Matt. 5:7).

We are called in humility to esteem our
brother better than ourselves (Phil. 2:3).
This is not based on his ability to meet our
own standards, his personal worthiness
or anything we may gain in return for
placing loving trust in our brother. Christ
taught that we are to "love one another;
as I have loved you" (John 13:34). What
merit is there in any of us that deserves
this kind of love from Christ? This accep
tance of us by Christ does not mean that
He approves of those things in our lives
which need to be corrected. Likewise,
godly parents have an intrinsic love for
and acceptance of their children which
endures all the struggles and disappoint
ments which are often experienced. We
do not doubt Christ's continued love for
us, even though we disappoint Him at
times. We need to have that kind of un
conditional love for all of the brethren.
Christ-like love extends mercy and also
upholds the standards of truth and righ
teousness (Mark 10:21). All of us need
this from each other.

Loving trust in our brothers and sisters
will be evidenced by the way we treat one
another. We will listen with empathy and
respectful attention to the thoughts and
concerns of others and be slow to speak
and careful not to react critically or to dis
credit each other when we differ (Jam.
1:19). It has been said that we must first
seek to understand before we can be un
derstood. We will also avoid categorizing

others based on perceptions and being
too confident in our own opinions.
Paul warned: "Be not wise in your own
conceits" (Rom. 12:16), because this
places ourselves above others and we
no longer have the humility to value
them.

Self-examination in light of the mir
ror of God's Word is essential for each
child of God. However, this is often in
sufficient because we are unable to see
our own faults (Jam. 1:24). We need
the benefit of accountability to others,
which includes loving admonition and
encouragement in an atmosphere of
trust and kindness (Rom. 15:14). In a
relationship built on mutual trust we are
able to candidly "speak the truth in
love" (Eph. 4:15) and with grace and
discretion (Col. 4:6). We can experi
ence the great benefits of openly shar
ing thoughts and experiences which
encourage each of us to grow spiritu
ally, to come closer to the likeness of
Christ and to work together in fulfilling
the mission of the church. Trust is in
creased when we are transparent with
each other, which enables us to experi
ence one of the great blessings of true
Christian friendship: "Iron sharpeneth
iron: so a man sharpeneth the counte
nance of his friend" (Prov. 27:17).

May each of us think back to the sin
cerity of our "first love" at the beginning
of our walk with Christ: when we were
willing to do anything needful out of
love for Him and gratitude for His deliv
erance. We will manifest this love with
integrity and contribute to godly unity,
if we willingly lay aside self, our inap
propriate personal liberties and harsh
reactions and all of the things of this
world which distract us from our focus
on Christ. "Hereby perceive we the
love of God, because he laid down his
life for us: and we ought to lay down our
lives for the brethren" (1 John 3:16).
May we be able to state honestly the
words of David: "Judge me, 0 Lord:
for I have walked in mine integrity: I
have trusted also in the Lord ... and I
have walked in thy truth" (Psa. 26:1, 3).

An editorial committee of elder brothers is preparing articles for this section of the Silver Lining to address some of the special needs of our times.
Suggestions for subjects are welcome and can be sent to:

Silver Lining Editorials, 1377 County Rd 1600 N, Roanoke, IL 61561 or by e-mail to cleman@davesworld.net
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...The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few; Pray ye therefore the
Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest. Matthew 9.37-38

Our Mission in Japan
Japan is a fascinating and beauti

ful country. The Japanese people
are industrious and have one of the
highest literacy rates in the world.
As in the rest of the world, Japan
has a need of a witness for the Lord
Jesus Christ.

Our focus is not to teach them
a vocation or how to excel by the
world's standards. Our desire is to
share the Truth of the Scriptures and
encourage one another by example
what it is to believe on the true and
living God ... to experience salvation
through the Lord Jesus Christ.

History
During the Korean War in the early
1950's, some of our church boys
were sent to Japan on the way to
Korea. This is how our church first
got involved in sharing the Gospel
with the Japanese people. When
our elders visited Japan they were
favorably impressed with the sim
plicity ofdress and the kindness and
respect of the Japanese people.
The Japanese people were inter

ested in what made America strong
and they read the Bible, the "Book
from America," with interest. The
children flocked to our Sunday
Schools and when we started an
American kindergarten in 1966,
it was well accepted in the com
munity. The people were interested
in the American religion and all
the good moral teachings, but their
roots were deep in Shinto and Bud
dhist traditions.

Over time there was a modest
number ofconverts to the Lord, and
a precious and growing remnant
remains. We need to pray for them
and encourage them by visiting
and fellowshipping with them. We
believe there are more who are open
to the Gospel, and who will serve

the Lord Jesus Christ to the end.
The Lord Jesus said, "Lo, I am with
you always, even unto the end of the
world." (Matt. 28:20)

The Shioda Church was our first church
built in Japan. It was built in 1956 by
the generous offerings and by the
supervision of the American church

The Tokyo Church was built
in 1959, once again, with the
help of the American church

Example of faith
Bro. Toshie Uchida is an example
of a Japanese who by grace through
faith repented, was converted (Acts
3: 19), and was baptized by Bro.
Noah Schrock. At his baptism Bro.
Schrock announced the hymn, "O
Happy Day," which they sang, in
the Japanese language. Bro. Uchida
often announced that song until his
death a few years ago. At first, he
couldn't believe the Gospel. Later,
when asked how he came to believe,
he said, "I don't know, but now I
believe."

The point is, he read the Bible
and came to church, and God gave

him faith to believe. In John 7: 17
we read, "If any man will do his
will, he shall know of the doctrine,
whether it be of God, or whether
I speak of myself." Therefore, if
we do God's will the best we know
how, read the Bible and attend
church, we will come to have faith.
The Bible indeed is Truth. (John 3:8;
Romans 10: 17)

How we can help
We can make a difference by pray
ing for the Japanese church and by
showing much love and respect to
them when they visit our American
churches. Meet them, ask them
questions, and share your encour
agement in a loving way. It is a
valuable part of the blessing of our
brotherhood.

It is important that the Japanese
church and the American church
have a close relationship with one
another. We work and serve together,
by God' s grace, to fulfill Ephesians
4:12-13. Together we learn of one
another's people and cultures and
are reminded that Christ died for
the sins ofthe whole world, to every
nation, and kindred, and tongue, and
people. (Rev. 14:6)
Some of the most important bless

ings for the churches in Japan have
been the love and prayer support
of the American brethren ... and the
time and effort put forth by elders,
their wives, and other brethren, who
have made visits to Japan to spread
the gospel and to nurture and en
courage our Japan churches.

Prayer
Let us all pray that the Truth of the
Gospel can prosper in Japan and
that the church in Japan can be filled
with the Spirit and love ofGod. It is
important that we enjoy living for
the Lord. (I Thess. 3:12-13)
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As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men,

especially unto them who are of the household of faith. Galatians 6:10
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Child Sponsorship
The Child Sponsorship Com

mittee wishes to highlight one
of our Mexico fields this month,
Isaiah 55, in Reynosa, just across
the U.S./Mexico border from McAl
len, Texas. It was begun in 2005 to
meet the needs ofdeafchildren. The
Isaiah 55 staff has built a good rela
tionship with the local government
and community and has learned the
Mexican Sign Language.
The goal oflsaiah 55 is to give the

deaf a language so they might hear
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Their
desire is for the salvation of students
and their families and for them to
grow in their walk with the Lord
and become productive members
of their society.
The children are taught a program
called Lenguaje de Sefias Mexica
nas. It is very different fromAmeri
can Sign Language. Acquiring a
language is the first objective of the
students. Many children come with
little or no language. This is the key
both to education and to learning
about Jesus. Once a child has the
beginnings of a language, they can
begin learning the classic school
subjects of math, Spanish, reading,
history, etc. Learning Spanish is a
second language, but is vital as it
will open doors to reading.

Building schools
Isaiah 55 plans to build small
schools to accommodate 30-40 stu
dents. The schools will be scattered
throughout the city, whose popula
tion is nearing one million. This
way, students can remain with their
families and both the family and
child could learn sign language to
gether. It will also give the families
opportunities to participate in their

local churches. Vocational training
is planned for the future, such as
sewing, carpentry, and metalwork.

Serving the community
There are many opportunities to
minister to and serve alongside the
local community. In addition to
working on the deaf schools, con
struction projects have expanded
to include help to local school food
programs, shelters, community din
ing halls, etc. They visit the local
government orphanage, providing
not just ongoing friendship for the
children, but also help with projects
such as painting and hosting medi
cal/dental teams.

Work teams
Work teams have made a number
of trips to Reynosa to help in reno
vating a building where the office
and dorm space for volunteers is
located. They have also erected
schools with classrooms, kitchens,
and dining halls with tables and
benches. The local government,
through the influence of a program
of"signing" songs which the mayor
saw, has donated an old building
that work teams transformed into a
three-room school. Medical teams
have also served in the city with a
clinic for dental and medical care.
Two sisters working through their

local congregations are at Isaiah 55.
Sis. Kim Kaiser (Morton, IL), does
accounting and administrative work
in the office. Sis. Erin Knobloch
(Washington, IL), coordinates proj
ects, does some of the legal work
and teaches sign language.

Sponsorships with Isaiah 55 are
with four classes, rather than with
individual students. Pictures of the
classes are sent to donors and letters
are exchanged. The monthly cost

www.acworldrelief.org

for one unit of support is $25. The
classes will have multiple units.
Birthday and Christmas gifts are
pooled and used for class parties or
for field trips.
The form included below can be

used. It is also available on the WR
website. Enter the following link
in your browser address: www.
acworldrelief.org/request-a-spon
sorship. Your church may also have
our brochures.

To sponsor a child
You may apply for a student at this
time by filling out the application
form. A student will be assigned
to you and you will be sent further
information.

Name----------
Address---------
CityStZip

Phone----------

Please check preference:

0 Haiti O Guatemala
0 Mexico O Jamaica

0 Wherever needed

If possible I would prefer:

0 Boy - Ag_

0 Girl - Ag

0 No Preference

Child Sponsorship Office
ACWR Child Sponsorship
PO Box 36
Morton, IL 61550
Phone: 309-266-6080
E-mail: childsponsorship@acwr.org
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APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN
HOME FOR THE
HANDICAPPED

Here in Morton we are all thankful
for the arrival of spring and warmer
weather! We find that the sunshine is
such a boost to both our residents and
staff members. Everyone enjoys get
tingoutsidewhether it's on amini vaca
tion to Chicago or a walk to the picnic
area behind Timber Ridge. We have be
gun several landscaping and mainte
nance projects to give our homes a
fresh, new look. We appreciate and
thankGod for each and everyone ofour
workers and volunteers who make
these projects possible.

As we talk about seasons changing
and new growth, we think of the
changes we have experienced over the
past year as we are converting to an
electronic record system. It is a slow
process as we enter data, revise proce
dures, and train employees in each of
our eight homes. At this time, staff in
our seven group homes have been
trained and are working on the new
computerized system. The next step is
to set up computers and train staff
across all departments at Timber
Ridge, our 98-bed facility. While much
training and time goes into implement
ing new systems, we are experiencing
the value of having information more
readily available in order to best meet
our residents' needs.

As always, if summer travel brings
you to our area, please feel welcome to
call and schedule a visit to Timber
Ridge. We are glad to give tours of the
facility and introduce you to our resi
dents and staff.

GATEWAY WOODS
APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN

CHILDREN'S HOME
Tim Wiegand

"It is not the will of your Father
which is heaven, that one ofthese little
ones should perish."

Matthew 18:14
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Jesus told a story about a shepherd
who went looking for one lost sheep
even though he had 99 sheep that were
safe. He finished that story by saying
that it is not God's will that even one
person should perish. I grew up on a
hogfarmand Iknow that if99 out of100
pigs that were born made it to market,
we would have been very pleased (and
profitable). This iswhy the teachings of
Jesus never stop challenging the way I
think. Pouring out resources to save
one lost sheep makes no sense if I be
lieve that God's Kingdom is a business,
but it makes perfect sense when I real
ize that God's Kingdom is a family. God
doesn't have a budget, He has a Book
and it is His will that all ofHis children
are written in that Book.

When I remember that God is a
great compassionate Father, the work
at Gateway Woods becomes much eas
ier to understand. But I have days
whenmy flesh does the thinking forme
and I wonder ifit wouldbe better tojust
giveuponcertainkids. Thankfully, the
scripture is clear that the Father does
not want His "little ones" to perish and
so theworkcontinues. Asyou read this,
would you pray that the staff at Gate
way Woods would not become weary?
In addition to Gateway staff there are
foster and adoptive parents that have
opened their homes to children in need
and theywould greatly appreciate your
prayer support. Our God wants to use
all ofus to bring lost ones intoHis great
big family. Maywe all look for opportu
nities in ourdaily lives topoint others to
Him.

News:
- We welcome Bro. Jarrod and Sis.

Molly Steffen (Francesville, IN) and
Bro. Joe and Sis. Heather Beer (Brad
ford, IL) as new Alternate House
parents. Both families were able to sell
their homes and started training on
May 19. Please pray for them during
this time of transition. We are very
thankful for those who have a heart to
serve at Gateway Woods and make a

May 2008

difference in the lives of children and
families in need.

- After a long, cold winter and a late
spring, construction finally began to
move last month as heavy equipment
and crews arrived to dig the PineHouse
basement. Wewill soon see anoticeable
change with the footings and floors
poured and walls framed. As the local
contractors progress, we will also be
looking to volunteers from theMidwest
to do a few key components like roofing
andmasonry. Please call us ifyou have
the skill and time to help with either of
these portions this summer.

To put a group home like this into
operation that serves 7-8 troubled
teens plus a houseparent family, there
are other components that need to be
included. The finished 8000+ sq. ft.
house costs around $900,000, slightly
over $1 per sq. ft. This includes land
scape and a geothermal system. How
ever, to furnish the house and provide a
vanand small car, plus purchase a small
house in nearby Grabill for our Alter
nate Houseparents, brings the total
project cost up to $1.1 million. That is
why we are so dependant upon our
faithful supporters throughout the
country to support us in a very gener
ous way.

So far we are greatly encouraged
and thankfulwith individual donations
and church collections of$212,543 and
averygenerous $50,000 gift fromthe Ft
Wayne-based Foellinger Foundation.
We still have a long way to go. We en
courage you to share generously as we
grow to serve additional children who
are in desperate need of the care and
hope offered in our Christianprogram.

- This springand summerwe are en
couragingcompanies, families, Sunday
Schools, Vacation Bible Schools, etc. to
commit to our Furnish-A-Room (FAR)
project by raising the funds to com
pletely buy all the furniture and bed
ding needed for one resident's
bedroom. For larger groups there are
larger rooms like the living room or
kitchentobe supplied. Checkwithyour
local GatewayWoods Rep, VBS Coordi-
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nator or Sunday School Superinten
dent to learn ifyour church is planning
an FARproject. For complete informa
tion on FAR, please call our office 888
443-4283 (GATE) or check ourweb site
at gatewaywoods.org. Further updates
will be on the web as summer pro
gresses.

- Praise God forHis continuedprovi
sion at Gateway Woods! We are very
thankful that He continues to provide
us with the right staff. Because of our
Adoption services expanding into Illi
nois, Houseparents moving to serve
God in new capacities, and otherminis
tryopportunities here, there are anum
ber of service positions waiting to be
filled. Please see the ads in thismonth's
edition of The Silver Lining. We trust
that God will continue to provide us
with qualified, mature Brothers and
Sisters who will be able to serve Him in
a ministry that is 'Turning Lives
Around'. Perhaps this includes you!

- GatewayWoods is very pleased to
introduce to you a totally redesigned
website found at gatewaywoods.org!
The site ismodified for several different
audiences and it includes a section spe
cifically dedicated for Church Family
and Friends. The newwebsite features
testimonies fromadoptive parents, fos
ter parents, residents, and others
served by Gateway Woods. There is
way too much information to even be
gin to list, so please check out the site as
soon as possible. You will also notice
our new online donations component,
which makes it easier for you to assist
with the financial needs of Gateway
Woods. The site will continue to be an
ongoing project and will eventually in
clude videos, prayer requests, and
much more!

APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN
PRESCHOOL
Athens, AL

Melissa Slagel
Sometimes words come spewing out

ofchildren's mouths when they are an
gry that are really not appropriate. We
have a few children who have a hard
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time biting their tongue and thinking
before they talk. One day one of our
boys had lost his temper with his little
buddy and said some naughty things to
him. I scolded him and told him that no
matter how mad he was, it still was
wrong to say those things. I told him
that he had to stop and think before he
spoke. He was so frustrated and with
the biggest scowl on his face he said
"Well, I don't have a zipper!" I was
thinking, hmm, what does that have to
do with anything?! I said "Well, why
wouldyou need a zipper?" He said "So I
can zip my mouth shut!"

Our preschool board meeting was
this pastmonth. Thankyou to all ofthe
brothers who are on the board and for
all that they do inmakingdecisions and
helping make the preschool run
smoothly. God bless each one of you.

A group from Fairbury, IL, traveled
down a few weekends ago to volunteer
here at the preschool. God bless each of
you for all of the painting that you did
inside and all the work that you accom
plished outside. Theworkyou didmade
ahuge difference!We appreciate it very
much!

We currently have a need for a
teacherwith adegree and/or experience
in preschool or elementary education.
It is an amazingopportunity fora single
ormarried personwhowouldbewilling
to relocate and teach small children.
You can also be a great support to the
Athens church. Please prayerfully con
sider and allow the Lord to work. Ifyou
are interested, please contact Bro. Mike
Moore by phone (256)729-0620; email
ALM38@ aol.com; or his address is
8653 BeechwoodRd. Athens, AL35611.

ALABAMA, ATHENS
Louise Hall

It was a blessing a few weeks ago to
take part in Communion and reflect on
the death ofour Savior. With us for the
occasion was our Elder Bro. Andy
Stoller (Smithville, OH) andElder Bro.
Ted Witzig (Morton, IL).

Other visitingministers this month
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were Bro. Daron Price (Milford, IN),
Bro. Greg Stoller (Forrest, IL), Bro.
Sam Schlatter (Junction, OH) and Bro.
Tim Gerber (Mansfield, OH).

We enjoyed having a group from
Fairbury, IL, here with us for a week
end. They volunteered their time and
energy and did some workup at the TN
Fellowship area and also at the pre
school. We appreciate all that each of
you did and may God bless you.

ARIZONA, PHOENIX
Ron and Ev Hoerr

"Giveus help from trouble: Forvain
is the help ofman."

Psalm 60:11

What a lovely Easter program our
Sunday school students presented to us
Palm Sunday, March 16. Also, thank
you to our dedicated teachers. The
scripture verses and songs touched our
hearts. Oh, how great to serve him and
so many ofus benefit.

Visiting us on our pulpit was Bro.
Ron Jones (Portland, OR).

Our surgical patients were: Bro.
Dick Beery, Sis. Mary Ella
Klopfenstein, and Genanne Witzig.
Also in the hospital were Bro. Floyd
Banwart and Sis. Linda Yackley.

Bro. Marshall and Sis. StaciaWitzig
are the parents of Reesa Jean, born
March 29. She's welcomed home by her
three sisters and one brother.

ARIZONA, PRESCOTT
Jane Hodges

"I acknowledged my sin unto thee,
andmine iniquity have I not hid. I said,
I will confess my transgressions unto
the Lord; and thou forgavest the iniq
uity of my sin."

Psalm 32:5

Max Knobloch (Bro. Denis and Sis.
Jackie, Lester, IA), who has been at
tending college in Prescott and fellow
shippingwith us, has sought the Lord's



8

forgiveness for his sins and has found
peace with God. His testimony and
baptism is scheduled for April 26-27.
We are very thankful for the Lord's
work in his life and pray that he will be
given the grace to grow closer in spirit
and love to God and to withstand the
evil of Satan.

Sinceareportwasnot submitted for
March, there are several visiting min
isters to acknowledge and thank for
their love and support for our small
congregation. In order of their visits,
they include Bros. Harvey Kuenzi (Sis.
Jennifer, Silverton, OR), Dale Frank
(Sis. Christine, Oakville, IA), James
Emch (Phoenix, AZ), Ron Kipfer (Sis.
Linda, Bluffton, IN), Paul Schmidgall
(Sis. Shawn, Morris, MN), and Elder
Bro. Bruce Hohulin (Goodfield, IL).

Note of Thanks:
Sis. Jane Hodges wishes to thank

the many loved ones who sent cards
andgifts inmemoryofhermother, Em
ily Greenbank (Rittman/Smithville,
OH), who completed her earthly life on
March20. Themanyprayers offered in
behalfofthe familywere especially ap
preciated.

ARIZONA, TUCSON
Lisa Knapp

We were happy to see Elder Bro.
Wayne Banwart (Champaign, IL) on
Good Friday and even happier that he
was willing to share the Word with us
on the pulpit. We thank himfor hisser
vice of love and invite him back any
time!

We are sayinggoodbye eachweek to
more of our winter visitors and this
past Sunday said goodbye to Bro.
Loren and Sis. Joan Knapp. They are
heading back to Illinois for the spring
and summermonths. Wewish them all
God's blessings and hope they keep
Tucson in their prayers as we keep
them in ours.

Our temperatures have been a little
warm for April; the low 90's for the re
cent week but tomorrow we are back
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down to 79 for a high. Our days are, as
almost always, sunny and bright.

CALIFORNIA, ALTADENA
Tina Jackson

I stand amazed in the presence
Of Jesus the Nazarene,
And wonder how He could love me
A sinner condemned unclean.
He took my sins and my sorrows
He made them His very own;
He bore the burden to Calvary
And suffered and died alone.
When with the ransomed in Glory
His face I at last shall see,
'Twill be my joy thro' the ages
To sing ofHis love for me!

Hymns ofZion #174

We celebrated the resurrection of
our Lord Jesus Christ on Easter morn
ing with an early Sunrise Service and
breakfast. Having the San Gabriel
Mountain range nearby, enabled us to
view the greater Los Angeles Valley
while we worshipped and rejoiced to
gether in our Lord's glorious resurrec
tion! As we overlooked the Valley that
morning, it was avivid reminder ofjust
howvast theneed forarisenSavior is!

I apologize that I failed to mention
some excitingnews in our congregation
which occurred last Fall! In October,
Bro. Virgil and Sis. Marilyn Graf be
came grandparents again when their
daughter, Sis. Carol, and Bro. Doug
Blunier from Princeville were blessed
with the birth oftheir first son, Kaden!
Little sister Chloe was excited to 'show
him off to Grandpa and Grandma and
Aunt Elaine, when they visited here
over Easter. We are excited about their
new Bundle of Blessing and extend a
belated, but heartfelt "congratula
tions" to them all!

"To every thing there is a season,
and a time to every purpose under
heaven; A time to be born, and a time to
die... "

Eccles. 3:1-2
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Just as life brings us joy and happi
ness, so at times, it also brings uS SOr
row and heartache. We extend our
sympathy to Bro. Virgil and Sis. Mari
lynGrafand their family, in the sudden
passing of Sis. Marilyn's mother, Sis.
LaVina Dotterer, from Eureka. How
thankful we can be ofthe promise to all
believers found in Revelation 21:4-5.

"And God shall wipe away all tears
from their eyes; and there shall be no
more death, neither sorrow, nor crying,
neither shall there be any more pain:
for the former things are passed away.
And He that sat upon the throne said,
'Behold, I make all things new'."

CALIFORNIA, SAN DIEGO
Yasmin Koehl

Our churchhadmany reasons to re
joice this month ... and weep together
with loved ones who had to say farewell
to a son, brother and uncle.

We were encouraged and uplifted to
have ministering Bro. Dennis
Kaufmann with his wife, Sis. Bonnie
(Bloomington, IL), andElderBro. Den
nis Warner and his wife, Sis. Esther
(Lester, IA), share God's Holy Word
with us. May the Lord bless these
brothers for their service.

As time flies on, we realize how
short our life span is. During the read
ing of the Memorandum, our brethren
were reminded to make everymoment
count in living for Christ and being a
Godly example to encourage and draw
others to our loving Savior. Elder Bro.
Tom Klotzle (Sis. Jody, Altadena, CA)
assisted our Elder Bro. Peter Petrovic
in conveying the contents of the letter
to our congregation.

What a blessing it was to host the
Silverton Single Group. We enjoyed a
time ofwarm fellowship and lifting our
voices togethertopraiseGod.Wewould
like to thank each onewhomade the ef
fort to come and to ouryoungbrothers,
sisters, along with their parents and
others for their labors to organize the
weekend.
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Jesus knows thy sorrow ... our
hearts went out to our dear Bro. Leon
ard and Sis. Christine Locher as their
son, John Locher, passed away. Jesus
hears our feeblest prayers ... our
prayers continue that they may find
comfort in Christ and in our brother
hood as we hold them close in our
thoughts.

Tell Him all thy grief... our loving
Elder Bro. Peter Petrovic (Sis. Marian)
also said farewell to his brother,
Milovan Petrovic (a Nazarean
brother). Cast on Him thy burden ...
many prayers are being uttered on the
family's behalf. He will bring relief...
as the prayers are sent heavenward, we
pray Bro. Peter may feel the love and
the support fromus notjust in this time
of sorrow, but also in the future days
ahead.

KITCHENER, ONTARIO
CANADA

Kim Leman

"And the angel answered and said
unto thewomen, Fearnotye: for I know
thatye seekJesus, whichwas crucified.
He is not here: forhe is risen, as he said.
Come, see the placewhere the Lord lay.
And go quickly, and tell his disciples
that he is risen from the dead... "

Matthew 28:5- 7

Our hearts were touched as we par
took ofHoly Communion together on
Good Friday evening. We appreciated
the message brought to us by our be
loved Elder Bro. Mark Bahr. What a
wonderful reminder of the sacrifice of
our Lord as He was crucified for our
sins, then arose victorious that beauti
ful Easter morning!

We thank ministering Bros. Dale
Stoller (Sis. Sandra, Fairbury, IL) and
Bob Meyer (Sis. Ann, Bluffton North,
IN) for bringing God's Word to us.

With thankful hearts, Bro. Chad
and Sis. Kim Leman, along with chil
dren Milan, Paul, Maria and Audrey
welcomed Ellie Sandra into their home
on April 8.
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COLORADO,DENVER
Ann Gonglach

"So we, beingmany, are one body in
Christ, and every one members one of
another." (Romans 12:5) We have been
thinking andpraying about whowe are
as a church body andwhat our goals are
as we seek guidance from the Holy
Spirit regarding the building in which
wemeet. We appreciate Bro. Ed Bahler
and his wife, Sis. Annette, who came
from West Lafayette, Indiana, and
spent a Saturday holding a seminar to
help us think and talk about these
things.

We are rejoicing with Chloe
Gonglach (Bro. Bob and Sis. Ann) who
has found peace with God and desires
baptism. We also plan to hear the testi
monies ofMike and Rose Zarkovacki
who have been attending our church
and desire to become members. We lift
them and their daughters, Brooke and
Nicole, up in prayer as they recently
lost theirunbornbaby. May "the God of
all comfort" comfort them.

Welcome to Bro. Jarred Stoller who
has moved to Denver from Roanoke, Il
linois. He is here for the summer doing
an internship.

OnApril 19, we gathered to hear the
reading of the Elders' Memorandum
from their recent annual meetings.
Their care and instruction is truly a
blessing. We appreciated Elder Bro.
Duane Farney and his wife, Sis. Karen
(Croghan-Naumburg, NY), spending
the weekend and ministering to us.

CONNECTICUT
ROCKVILLE
Laura Virkler
Amber Rocke

To our regret, we failed to mention
the marriage of Bro. Mark Lanz (Bro.
Barry and Karen) and Sis. Ashley
Yurgel (Jack and Donna), which oc
curred at the end of January. We con
tinue to pray for these loved ones as
they embark on this new journey, and
may they always remember that "...the
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righteous shall be glad in the Lord, and
shall trust in him; and all theupright in
heart shall glory" (Psalm68:3). We felt
blessed to have so many friends and
family members amongus for this holy
occasion.

We are grateful for Bro. Dale and
Sis. Mary Ann Gerber at the birth of
their son, Samuel Everett. We pray for
this family, including siblings Lydia,
Rebekah, Jacob, and Hannah, that
they may feel God's blessings through
this miracle. Grandparents are Bro.
Everett and Sis. Nancy Gerber, and
Bro. Emanuel and Sis. Verona Schnei
der.

We do not want to forget our loved
ones from afar who have been blessed
with children. Sis. Beth Wagenbach
(Bro. Paul, Tremont, IL), the daughter
of Bro. Dan and Sis. Dorothy Virkler,
gave birth to Olivia Mae this past
month. Shejoins herbrotherJesse. Sa
rah Kinsey (Andy), the daughter ofSis.
Nancy Gerber (Bro. Everett), gave
birth to Kyle Edward. Bro. Sam and
Sis. TyreneMoser (Silverton, OR) gave
birth to Nash Samuel. Bro. Sam's par
ents are Bro. Ben and Sis. Glenna
Moser. May God continue to bless
these growing families.

OnMarch30, wewitnessed the ordi
nation of Bro. Warren (Sis. Bonnie)
Zahner as an Ordained Deacon for our
congregation. Assisting our Elder Bro.
Kevin Ryan (Sis. Cheryl) throughout
this memorable weekend were Elder
Bros. Bill Schlatter (Sis. Emily, Junc
tion, OH), BenWiegand (Sis. Michelle,
Philadelphia, PA) and Ron Messner
(Sis. Pam,Washington, IL). Thisweek
end was an encouragement to many
members and friends that were able to
attend. May Bro. Warren and Sis.
Bonnie continue to feel our love and
support as they transition into their
new roles.

"Haste and seek your soul's salva
tion; Heed the word of God today ... "
(ZH#52). It is withmuchrejoicingthat
we announce a new convert! Kevin
Gottier (Guy and Sis. Beth) has made
known his desire to seek his soul's sal
vation. Our prayers are for this dear
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loved one as he begins his spiritualjour
ney. It is always our prayer that many
morewill heed the call ofthe Lord. May
Godblessyou throughanothermonth.

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
WASHINGTON
Henrietta Meyer

As I write this, the ground is pink
with petals from the first blooming
trees of the spring and more trees are
starting to bud. From late March to
early May there are lots of flowering
trees in this area.

Our Elder Bro. Ben Wiegand from
Philadelphia came down March 15 to
lead a Bible Study on being a witness. I
think everyone went home with lots to
think about as well as many blessings
from the evening.

We are glad and thankful to have
our congregation safely home from
mission trips or visits to their families
this month. We haven't seen Ken and
Roberta Belsley much due to health
problems and we keep them in our
prayers.

Our caretakers this month are Bro.
Isaac and Sis. Verna Ruffener from
Rittman, OH. While here they cele
brated their 50thweddinganniversary.

We are blessed with visiting minis
ters every Sunday. This month our
ministers were Bro. Jeff Streitmatter
(Sis. Lynne, Sarasota, FL), Bro. Shawn
Metzger (Sis. Sandy, Philadelphia,
PA), Bro. Wayne Leman (Sis. Julie,
Roanoke, IL), Bro. Gary Endress (Sis.
Evelyn, Bradford, IL) and Bro. Ron
Bollier (Sis. Edie, Indianapolis, IN).
Bro. Wayne and Sis. Julie had come di
rectly from a mission trip to Mexico.
Other visitors this month were from
Rittman, Sardis and Smithville, OH;
Philadelphia, PA; Bradford and
Princeville, IL and Silverton, OR.

Directions in the new Ministers'
Book are good for those coming from
the north or west. For those comingup
I-95 from south ofDC or from the east
ern part of the area, you need to take
1-95/495 to Exit 28A (New Hampshire
Ave) for approx. 2miles toRt. 29 North.
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Go about 3 miles to Fairland Road and
follow the directions in the Ministers'
book.

Ifyou are planning to visitWashing
ton, D.C. area for vacation or business,
please contact Bro. Joe and Sis. Holly
Bohart at jbohart@gmail.com or Sis.
Henrietta Meyer at (703) 904-8301 for
assistance and to letus knowhowmany
to expect for Sunday services. If you
would like to get together on Saturday
evening, please let us know that as
well. Wewouldbe happy to have an eve
ning of fellowship and/or singing.

FLORIDA
FORT LAUDERDALE

Renee Mangold
ThevisitingministerswereBro. Ted

Luginbuhl (Sis. Stephanie, Smithville,
OH) on Good Friday, and on Easter
Sunday, Bro. Joe Braker (Sis. Shirley,
Morton, IL). Theyhave returned to Illi
nois andwe thankthemfor their minis
try while they spent the winter in Ft.
Lauderdale. Bro. Tom Leman (Sis.
Marlene, Denver, CO), Bro. Tim
Hohulin (Sis. Cathy, Roanoke, IL), Bro.
Fred Funk (Sis. Diane, Morton, IL) and
Bro. Steve Pamer (Sis. Arliss, Akron,
OH) spent a Wednesday evening sing
ing service with us.

Bro. Ed Gerber has been in the hos
pital and is now home recovering.

Our friend, Tara Hohulin, has been
announced for peace and we look for
ward to hearing her testimony.

We're thankful that Sis. Ruth
Schneider had a good report from her
surgicalprocedure andpray forher con
tinued good health.

I wanted to thank all ofyou who of
fered up thoughts and prayers for my
recovery. I'm on the mend now and
thankful for God's healinghand and for
the support from so many of you. My
thanks, also, to Bro. RogerandSis. Judy
Sauder for stepping in and coveringmy
roll as reporter for the Silver Lining for
these past few months.

Bro. Mike Hohulin sent out a report
solicitingall thebrethren inFt. Lauder
dale's opinions onupdatingour church.
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There have been a few meetings so far
and the project seems to be coming
along with a good spirit of cooperation
and focus onworkingtogether inGodly
harmony.

We held our monthly potluck and
we enjoyed being able to fellowship
with our winter brethren for perhaps
one ofthe last times thiswinter season.
We're already looking forward to their
return next winter, God willing.

FLORIDA
NORTH FORT MYERS

Naomi Vogel
Things are winding down for the

season here in N. Ft. Myers. The
Wednesday evening services in Naples
have been discontinueduntil next win
ter andwill end for the season in N. Ft.
Myers at the end ofApril. We are hop
ing there will be lots ofvisitors over the
summer months!

Our visiting ministers this month
were Elder Bro. Mark Streitmatter
(Bloomington), Bro. Randy Gudeman
(Francesville), Bro. Jim Ramsier
(Sardis), Bro. Ron Steiner (Rittman),
Bro. John Baumgartner (Bluffton
North), and Bro. Tom Troxel (La
Crosse). MayGodbless you abundantly
for your willing service and your wives
for supportingyou. We love and appre
ciate all ofyou!

Those recovering from surgery and
needing Get Well prayers are Bro. Mel
Baum, Bro. Mel Schrock and Sis. Sue
Hodel. May you all be "Good as New"
real soon!

Wewere deeply saddened to learn of
the death of two of our dear long-time
Florida wintertime residents. Bro.
Eldon Steffen has been coming to
Florida for many years until failing
health kept him in Cissna Park re
cently. Sis. Ann Frautschi of
Bloomington did not return to Florida
after the death ofherhusbandCarl sev
eral years ago. After enduring infirmi
ties oftheirmortalbodies, they are now
at restwith their Lord in abetter place.
May God comfort the families in this
time of sadness.
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Note ofThanks:
Sis. Carolyn Siegle wishes to thank

all who remembered her with cards,
gifts and "Well Wishes" during her re
cuperation from surgery. It was all
deeply appreciated!

FLORIDA, SARASOTA
DiAnne Brown

All our life and conversation
Is before our Saviour's face;
All our thoughts and occupation
This vain world cannot embrace.
Zion's Harp #198

In a recent service, a Brother spoke
about basic truths that were never
questioned in past generations, but of
ten are today, including the very exis
tence ofGod. It's alarmingto think the
very cornerstone ofourAmerican heri
tage is being chiseled into sand and
washed away by the constant stream of
self-indulgence. We are, indeed, called
to be peacemakers, but even Jesus
found aneedto turn over a table once in
awhile. We are called to make our faith
known to those we encounter in daily
life. It is a challenge I hope to meet.

We heard a lot about Earth Day last
week. Preserving the physical world
can become almost a religion for some.
Caring for God's creation is important,
but one wonders, where is the urgent
desperation for the preservation ofour
people... our nation?Why is it so easy to
ignore the direct correlation between
removingGod fromour civic places and
the loss ofcivility? Wewere exhortedto
tell someone we know about Jesus and
the ultimate conservation.

With aboundingjoywewelcome our
new Sis. Lindsay Leigh Brown (Bro.
Larry and Sis. DiAnne) to the family of
believers and wish her many happy
years in His service. Lindsay gave her
testimony on Saturday, March 29, and
was baptized on Sunday, March 30, un
der the guidance of Elder Bro. Dale
Eisenmann (Sis. Judy, Chicago, IL), El
der Bro. Bruce Hohulin (Sis. Charlene,
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Goodfield, IL) and Bro. Jeff
Streitmatter.

On Sunday, April 20, several from
the Sarasota church caravanned down
to visit Sis. Marie Reardon. She was all
smiles and enjoyed selecting some fa
vorite hymns for the singing.

We congratulate Sis. Lindsay Leigh
Brown (Bro. Larry and Sis. DiAnne) as
she graduates fromhigh school onMay
24. Lindsayplans to attend college this
fall, and will study Elementary Educa
tion andAmerican SignLanguage. Her
missiontrips toKingston, Jamaica, had
a great influence on her chosen profes
sion.

We remember those facing health
challenges at this time; including Sis.
Marjorie Pittman as she recovers from
hand surgery, Bro. TomMiller andBro.
Todd (Sis. Kelly) Hebert. We send
prayers for a speedy and complete re
covery from knee replacement surgery
to Sis. Betty (Bro. George) Siladie.
Please consider a note or a call to these
dear ones and let them know they are
remembered anddo not face these chal
lenges alone.

We thank the following visiting
ministers for faithfully sharing God's
Word: Elder Bro. MarkBahr (Sis. Bev,
Detroit, MI), and Bros. Nelson Beer
(Sis. Shelby, Milford, IN) and Ron
Heiniger (Sis. Kaylene, Bloomington,
IL).

Will we accept the challenge to let
someone we meet today know of our
faith? It seems it shouldbe hard not to,
if we just remember, "All our life and
conversation is before our Saviour's
face."

GEORGIA, ATLANTA
Melinda Gramm

Thankyou, Bro. GaryMaibach (Sis.
Mary Ann, Smithville, OH), Bro. Tom
Leman (Sis. Marlene, Denver, CO) and
Elder Bro. MerleHartzler (Sis. Bonnie,
Rittman, OH) forministeringto us this
month.

Elder Bro. Steve Gutwein (Sis.
Linda, Francesville, IN) shared the
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Communion service with Bro. Tom
Waldbeser. Communion is such a holy
time ofworshipwhenwe come together
as one body to remember what Christ
has done for us. How thankful we
should be that the Lord instituted this
sacrament.

ILLINOIS, BELVIDERE
Doreen Moser
Sheila McCoy

"Standing on the Promises of Christ
my King,

thro eternal ages let His praises ring
Glory in the highest, I will shout and

sing,
Standing on the promises of God."

Remembering the death and suffer
ingofourLord andKing, celebrating in
His promises and standing firm on
those promises, we as a church body
shared the bread and cup. Elder Bros.
John Klotzle (Altadena, CA) and Ron
Schambach (Elgin, IL) took us through
the eternal ages from when Jesus
shared communion with His disciples.
Trulywehad everyreason to singGlory
to God in the highest as we have been
promisedmore thanwe deserve. As we
took time to meet and greet each
brother and sister in the Lord, can we
even imagine how wonderful heaven
will be when we can greet Jesus, who
gave His life for us?

Standing on the promises that cannot
fail,

when the howling storms of doubt
and fear assail

By the living word of God I shall pre
vail,

standing on the promises of God.

Bro. Brian Anliker and Brianna
Jepsonwere bothhospital patients this
month. As doubt and fear were cer
tainly present, the Lord answered the
prayers of the families and the church,
as both are now healing. We will con
tinue to keep them in our prayers.
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Standing on the promises of Christ the
Lord,

bound to Him eternally by love's
strong cord...

We have had the joy of welcoming
Daniel Martin who has been assem
blingwith us now and again. Daniel is
attending school in Rockford and we
appreciate havinghim in ourmidst. We
are thankful for love's strong cord be
tween our churches and hope he feels
just as much at home in Belvidere as he
does in his home church.

Overcoming daily with the Spirit's
sword,

Standing on the promises of God.

Bro. Gary Anliker (Elgin, IL) was
also with us this month. Truly there
are battles to overcome on a daily basis
and the best way to fight that battle is
with the Spirit's sword.

Standing on the promises I cannot
fall,

listening every moment to the spirit's
call.

Resting in my Saviour as my all in all!
Standing on the promises of GOD!

ILLINOIS
BLOOMINGTON-NORMAL

Betsy Zimmerman
Alissa Kieser

We took time this month to remem
ber the death and celebrate the resur
rection of our Lord Jesus Christ which
gives each of us hope for eternal life.
Thoughwe are thankful each and every
day for what Jesus did for us, it is truly
special to worship and thank Him to
gether as a congregation duringEaster
weekend. We also heard the story
through song as we enjoyed the joyful
singing of our Sunday School students
at this year's Easter program.

We were blessed to have Elder Bro.
Bruce Hohulin (Goodfield) serve our
congregation this month. We also en
joyed having retired Elder Bro. Dan
Koch (Tremont) with us.
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We were each reminded that the
callingofGod can comeat any age aswe
heard the testimonies and witnessed
thebaptisms ofthree loved ones. Were
joice with Sis. Jessica Robinson (Bro.
Mike and Sis. Liz), Sis. Larissa Metz
(Bro. Brad and Sis. Karen) and Bro.
John Traub (Sis. Bonnie) as they made
a public covenant with Christ.

Our congregation also rejoices as it
continues to grow. Bro. Jaron and Sis.
Marla Huber welcomed home their
first child, Aiden David, on March 20.
His grandparents are Bro. Dave and
Sis. Debbie Huber (Bloomington) and
Bro.Darland Sis. Cindy Schieler (Indi
anapolis).

DaynJoseph arrivedMarch 29, wel
comed by Bro. Rocky and Sis. Sharon
O'Shea andbigbrother, Rocky. Grand
parents are Bro. Dave and Sis. Wilma
Kieser (Bloomington) and Bro. Tom
and Sis. Jean O'Shea (Chicago) and his
great-grandma is Sis. Jean Kieser
(Bloomington).

We extend our sympathies to Sis.
JudyKnobloch (Bro. Dave) in the death
ofher father, Bro. Ralph Klopfenstein.
Our thoughts and prayers are also with
Sis. Beverly Hari (Bro. Everett) in the
passing of her brother, Marlin
Seggebrauch (Cissna Park) on April 3.
We also are saddened by the loss ofour
dear Sis. AnnMarie Frautschi onApril
14but rejoice that she has gone home to
be with her Heavenly Father.

ILLINOIS, BRADFORD
Philip and Donna Nenadov

"Repent ye: for the kingdom of
heaven is at hand."

Matthew 3:2

We are thankful that there are souls
still heeding this call today. Kayla
Kupferschmid (Bro. Brad and Sis.
Cheryl) and Loren Stoller (Bro. Nate
andSis. Sherrill) havemade it known to
man that they have decided to forsake
the world and all its vanity and follow
Christ. We wish them our prayerful
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support and God's nearness.
Wehadmanyvisitors this month in

cluding the followingElders andminis
ters: Elder Bros. Jim Plattner (Sis.
Marlene, Princeville), Tom Hoffman
(Sis. Kathy, Roanoke) and Ron
Schambach (Sis. Nancy, Elgin, IL) and
ministering Bros. Kent Mogler (Sis.
Mary, Minneapolis), John Hartman
(Sis. Rosemary, Fairbury), Mike
Rinkenberger (Sis. Pat, Congerville),
and Nate Wieland (Sis. Suzanne,
Goodfield). We are thankful each time
we find ourselves under the sound of
God's Word.

We were blessed to be renewed in
ourwalkwith theLord aswe partook in
Communion . Elder Bros. Jim Plattner
and Tom Hoffman served us and ex
horted the church to continue in love
and unity while we wait for the Lord to
return. MayGodbless themfor their ef
forts of love.

We offer our sympathies to Sis. Mar
ilyn Slutz (Bro. Dick) in the passing of
her mother, Betty Maurer, of Peoria,
IL.

Hospital patients this month were
Bro. Marvin Leman who had hip re
placement surgery and is glad be back
in church.. Our counseling Elder Bro.
Wayne Anliker's wife, Sis. Judy, had
surgery and we are thankful to report
that she is also mending very well. We
are thankful for the goodness of our
Lord for His power of healing.

WewelcomeBro. Paul and Sis. Mar
ilyn Nenadov to Bradford this past
month. They had been attending the
Eureka, IL, congregation. We wish
them God's richest blessings as they
take their place among the brethren
here at Bradford.

I erred by not reporting a birth that
occurredonDecember 29, 2007. Jordyn
Marie was joyfully welcomed into the
lives of Chad and Jessie Pyles. Excited
siblings are Gavin, Reghann, and
Madilyn. Jordyn's grandparents are
Bro. Dennis and Sis. Becky Pyles and
John and Donna Dennis of Henry, IL.
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Note of Thanks:
I wish to thank everyone for their

prayers, visits, phone calls, cards, gifts,
flowers, and the ministers who came to
see me in the hospital. It was all very
much appreciated. May God bless you
richly for all your kindness.

Sis. Elizabeth Kimble

Note: Wednesday evening services
start at 7:30 p.m. the entire year.

Godbewithyou 'tilwemeet again.

ILLINOIS, CHICAGO
Rachel Meyer

Greetings from Chicago. We thank
Bro. Loren Schrenk (St. Louis, MO)
and his wife, Sis. Betsy, forministering
to us this pastmonth. MayGodbewith
you.

Our thoughts and prayers are with
Sis. Marge Young, who was recently in
the hospital. She has since returned to
the nursing home. Let us continue in
prayer for her.

Our Bro. Chuck Stoller (Sis. Ella
Mae) certainly has our prayers as he
lost his brother, Floyd Stoller, from
California. Godknows everyone that is
hurting.

We solemnly remembered Christ's
crucifixion on Good Friday and cele
brated His resurrection on Easter.
What a mixture of emotions are felt at
this time. Above all, we bow in thanks
to God and His Son for making salva
tion available to all people.

On March 26, Bro. Randy Mogler
and his wife, Sis. Evie, traveled from
Washington, IL, to present a Topical
Bible Study about "Witnessing". Itwas
an inspiration to hear about our
God-given responsibility to not keep si
lent - and to "share Jesus without
fear."

Also sharing a Topical Bible Study
was our Bro. LennyMeyer. OnApril 9,
Bro. Lenny presented "KnowingGod's
Will". This is a continuingquest for the
believer, and should our prayer not be
that God'swill always be done onEarth
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asitisinHeaven? WethankBro. Lenny
for his message.

We had the opportunity to serve as a
World ReliefActivity was held April 5.
Soup kits, meal kits, health kits and
comforters were made for those who
struggle to find food and shelter on a
daily basis. This concept is foreign to
us, so eachWorld Reliefactivity aids in
jogging our memories that we have
more than enough. We must pray and
continue to do our part for people
around the world.

Here's a small observation. At my
school, all of the students know that
running in the classroom is "not ok".
Last month, I overheard an exchange
between two little 7-year-old boys. As
one ofthem started to run to the Read
ingRoom, the other called, "There's no
running in school." The little runner
called back, "I know. I'mjustjogging."
Life does depend on our perspective.

Note of Thanks:
Our heartfelt thanks for the

prayers, support, visits and gifts oflove
during Tim's accident and recovery.
We thank God for His mercy and heal
ing power. May God bless you.

Bro. Virg, Sis. Mary and Tim
Metzger

ILLINOIS, CHAMPAIGN
Jackie Eisenmann

"Wherefore seeingwe also are com
passed about with so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us lay aside everyweight,
and the sin which doth so easily beset
us, and letus runwith patience the race
thatis set beforeus, LookinguntoJesus
the author and finisher of our faith;
who for the joy that was set before him
endured the cross, despising the
shame, and is set down at the right
hand of the throne of God."

Hebrews 12:1-2

Greetings from Champaign-Ur
bana! Our congregation is excited
about two recent engagements this
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month. On Sunday, March 30, the en
gagement of Bro. Brent Sauder from
Champaign and Sis. Janelle Kilgus
from Tremont, IL, was made known.
Their parents are Bro. Steve and Sis.
Mary Sauder and Bro. Todd and Sis.
Rita Kilgus, all of Tremont. Sunday,
April 13, Sis. Heidi Knobloch from
Champaign was engaged to Bro. Joe
Gerber from Bluffton, IN. Their par
ents are Bro. John and Sis. Cheryl
Knobloch (Morton, IL) and Bro. Doug
and Sis. Ruby Gerber (Bluffton, IN).
We wish both of these couples God's
blessings as they look forward to run
ning, with patience, the "race oflife" to
gether!

Our college students hosted College
Weekend on March 29-30. The theme
was "What's Your Motivation?" that
focused on Hebrews 12:1& 2. We want
to thank the visiting ministers who
came to speak to our students for the
weekend: Bros. Rich Gramm (South
Bend, IN) and Loren Schrenk (St.
Louis, MO). There was a good turnout
of college students from several states
and colleges. We were blessed on
Sunday of that weekend when Bro.
Loren was willing to stay over and be
used of God to preach the Word. May
God richly bless all that were involved
with the weekend!

The funeral for our Bro. Elwin Fehr
was held April 9. Our prayers are with
his children, Stuart (Gulya), Brad
(Mary), Rolf, Emily (James) Edgecomb,
and Brenda (Gary) Kowalzyk, and his
grandchildren in this time ofloss. We
will miss our Bro. Elwin as he is fin
ished with his "earthly race".

Our prayers are also with Jerry and
Lois Vogel in the loss of Lois' sister.
May God comfort the hearts of all who
call upon His name.

Wewant to thankthevisitingminis
ters who were willing to come for our
Wednesday evening Bible studies this
month: Bro. Kevin Knapp (Blooming
ton, IL) andBro. TedHirstein (Morton,
IL). It is always good to come together
and be encouraged in our "earthly
race" and be reminded ofthe "weights"
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of life that can so easily be picked up
along the way.

ILLINOIS, CISSNA PARK
Vickie Maul

Janie Waldbeser
Wehad the blessed privilege ofshar

ing Holy Communion together on
March 19. We appreciate the efforts of
Elder Bro. Jim Plattner (Princeville,
IL) who assisted our Elder Bro. Tom
Stock in this precious endeavor.

We gathered together on March 28
for ourWorld ReliefFamily Night. It is
amazing how much can get done in an
evening when everyone works to
gether! What a blessing to share with
others who are in need.

April 6 was a blessed day for our In
vite A Guest potluck. We were privi
leged to have many loved ones here to
enjoy the day!

We have quite a few babies to an
nounce thismonth! Godhasblessed the
home ofBro. Greg and Sis. Heidi Maul
with another precious little girl,
NatalieAnn. Big sister, Bethany, along
with grandparents, Mike and Sis.
Kathy Maul and Bro. Craig and Sis.
TrudyRudin (Forrest, IL), are happy to
welcome her. Bro. Nick and Sis. An
drew Walder have been blessed with
another boy, Clint Michael. He is also
welcomed home by Drew, Brett and
Kayla, along with grandparents, Bro.
Dennis and Sis. Sharon Walder and
Bro. Fred and Sis. Joann Maul. Bro.
Max and Sis. Beth Kaeb have acquired
the name grandpa and grandma when
Trenton William was born to Bro. Will
and Sis. Joanna Manz (Junction, OH).
Also, first-time grandparents are Bro.
Rod and Sis. Beth Steffen when little
Joah Grey blessed the lives of Bro. Jeff
and Sis. Gretchen Moser (West Lafay
ette). Also thankful for a new grand
daughter is Bro. Gerry and Sis.
Geraldine Farney. Elisabeth Rose was
born to Scott and Sheryl Spohn of
Roswell, GA. Big brother, Carter, is ex
cited to have a little sister, too.

Wewere prayerful for Sis. Karol (El-
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der Bro. Tom) Stock as she was in the
hospital this month. We pray God will
uplift and strengthen those who are in
need and grant a speedy recovery.

We were saddened at the death of
two ofour loved ones. We hold the fam
ily of Sis. Mary Hofbauer up in prayer:
her two sons, Jim (Betty) of Cissna
Park, and Gene (Elsie) of Rankin, her
daughter, Judy (Art) Clements of
Bridgeport, MI. We pray for them and
their families at this time. Also, our
Bro. EldonSteffenhas gone on to his re
ward. He leaves his dear wife, Sis.
Melba; five sons and daughters-in-law,
Kenneth and Patsy of Tangier, IN,
Dean and Shirley of Chokoloskee, FL,
Bro. Marvin and Sis. Rhea of Naples,
FL, Jon and Sandy ofNaples, FL, and
Greg and Darla of Leroy, IL. Also one
daughter and son-in-law, Terri and
TomYoung ofLakewood, CO. We pray
God will comfort their families in their
loss. What a wonderful promise from
God we find in John 14:18 "I will not
leave you comfortless: I will come to
you." MayGod seem extra close to each
ofyou during this parting time.

We rejoice over the engagement of
Sis. Teresa Kaeb (Bro. Eric and Sis.
LouAnn) to Bro. John Hartter (Bro.
Tim and Sis. Charlene) ofSabetha, KS.
We wish this dear couple much joy as
theyplanfortheirupcomingwedding.

We appreciated have Bro. Mike
Rinkenberger (Congerville; IL) with us
this month to share the Word. May he
feel God's blessingforhis labors oflove.

It was a blessing to host ACYF here
onApril 13 and 20. We thank the many
young Bible Class students who came
and used their voices to lift God up in
song. We pray they received a blessing
as well.

Bro. Ken Eisenmann had our April
topical Bible presentation. He spoke on
Watchfulness. We thank him for the
timely warnings he shared with us.

Notice: A beige London Fog
woman's coat was taken by mistake at
Eldon Steffen's funeral. It has the ini
tials CW on the tag. A similar one was
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left in its place, but it is shorter. Ifyou
find it, please call Carol at
815-457-2536.

ILLINOIS, CONGERVILLE
Holly Zobrist

"Therefore shall aman leave his fa
ther and his mother, and shall cleave
unto his wife: and they shall be one
flesh."

Genesis 2:24

We were blessed to have two an
nouncements in Congerville this past
month. Bro. Perry Klopfenstein, Jr.
(Bro. PerryandSis. Carol, Gridley) and
Sis. Joan Craig (Bro. Kim and Sis.
Carol) announced their engagement to
the church. Bro. Caleb Knobloch (Bro.
Jim and Sis. Marcy, Elgin, IA) and Sis.
Miranda Luthi (Bro. Troy and Sis.
Vanessa) also announced their engage
ment. We are thankful to hear that the
Lord has been working in the hearts of
these souls as they prepare to become
one in the Lord.

Abram James was recently born
into the home of Bro. Dave and Sis.
SandySteiner. He iswelcomedhomeby
his siblings, Samuel, Aaron, Silas, Ma
rie, and Mindy. Excited grandparents
are Bro. Richard and Sis. Anne Steiner
(Tremont) and Bro. Melvin and Sis.
Irma Walder (Champaign).

Wewere thankful to haveElderBro.
David Graf (Sis. Barbara, Akron) with
us for Communion service. Other visit
ingministers include Bro. Glen Braker
(Sis. Audrey, Princeville), Bro.
Brandon Emch (Sis. Maria, Kansas
City), Bro. Tom Leman (Sis. Marlene,
Denver), and Bro. Brent Kellenberger
(Sis. Beth, Kansas City).

ILLINOIS, ELGIN
Amy Gasser

Miriam Gasser
We were privileged to have many

visiting ministers in the past month
andare grateful to Godfor theblessings
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we received throughthe inspiredWord.
Bros. Edwin Strahm (Bern, KS), Alan
Schambach (Remington, IN), and Brad
Gudeman (Bradford, IL) served us
Good Friday and Easter Sunday. Re
tired ministering Bro. Gene Lehman
(Wolcott, IN) gave an interesting pre
sentation on stewardship the evening
ofMarch 26. Also here recently were
Elder Bro. Earl Ringger (Gridley, IL)
and Bros. Earl Beery (Rittman, OH)
and Dean Steffen (Belvidere, IL).

Our best wishes go to two couples
who are preparing for upcoming wed
dings later this spring and summer.
Clint Schambach (Bro. Bob and Sis.
Jeanne) is engaged to Lori Hambleton
ofWoodlawn, IL. They plan to be mar
ried June 14. Walter Miller of South
Elgin, IL, and Natalie Dietz (Bro. Jeff
and Sis. Sara) are also engaged and are
making arrangements for a July 11
wedding.

We are thankful that Bro. Charles
Schambach could lay down his earthly
armor and be called to his heavenly
home onApril 13. He is survived bySis
ters Gertrude Sauder ofElgin andMar
tha (Bro. Leon) Schneider ofRockville,
CT, and Brothers Albert, William (Sis.
Cora), and Ronald (Sis. Nancy) ofElgin
and Bro. Edward (Sis. Jenny) of
Prescott, AZ. Bro. Charles left us with
many special memories of his gentle
ways, hospitality, and favorite pastime.
With hope, we look forward to meeting
again in that land of fadeless day.

ILLINOIS, EUREKA
Cindy Stoller

Dee Baer
Our prayers are with those who

have experienced difficulties in their
bodily health, including Sis. Helen
Wiegand (Bro. Bob), Bro. Sid and Sis.
Ann Leman, Sis. Janet Knecht (Bro.
Richard), Nigel Meiss (Bro. Trent and
Sis. Lucy) and Joseph Zimmerman
(Bro. Bob and Sis. Kathy).

Bro. Beirne Messner (Morris, MN)
and Bro. Tim Zimmerman (Lamont,
KS) helped share in the ministry this
past month. We are thankful for their
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humble labors.
The wedding engagement of Bro.

Pete Wettstein (Bro. Jake and Sis.
Mary) and Sis. Holly Hinrichsen
(Goodfield, IL, Bro. Mike and Sis.
Gerri) was announced. May the Lord
bless and guide their hearts as their
lives blend into one.

The passing ofSis. LaVinaDotterer
has caused sadness in the hearts ofher
loved ones. Her children include Bro.
John Dotterer (Sis. Jeanne), Bro. Bill
Dotterer (Sis. Sharon, Lamar, MO),
Sis. Carolyn Hoerr (Bro. Mark), and
Sis. Marilyn Graf (Bro. Virgil,
Altadena, CA). "When a-Christian dies,
precious is the prize ... "

Sis. Dorothy Ginzel said farewell to
her sister, Sis. Frances Wiegand. Also,
Bro. Eldon Steffen of Cissna Park, IL
(brother to Sis. Ida Mae Rocke (Bro.
Eldon)) passed fromthis earth. "Those
who love the Lordnever say a last good
bye."

First-time parents, Bro. Mark and
Sis. Danielle Wiegand, are thankful to
welcome home their little boy, Travis
Mark. Travis has a new cousin also
born to first-time parents, Bro. Jeremy
and Sis. Kalsey Knecht. Her name is
Rylee Ella. Maternal grandparents of
bothbabies areBro. Kent andSis. Chris
Leman. Paternal grandparents of
Travis are Bro. Don and Sis. Jane
Wiegand, and of Riley are Elder Bro.
Ervin and Sis. Sandy Knecht. May the
love and grace ofGod be near these and
all parents as they seek to raise their
children in His ways.

Our high school graduates this year
include the following: Arlen Edelman
(Bro. Keith and Sis. Nadine), Jacie
Fehr (Bro. Dan and Sis. Diane), Phillip
Hartter (Bro. Ron and Sis. Janet), Sis.
Traci and Sis. Tricia Hoerr (Bro. Mark
and Sis. Carolyn), Bonni Martin (Bro.
Steve and Sis. Vicki), Sis. Rachel Mar
tin (Bro. Craig and Sis. Marilyn),
KatelynMayhall (Sis. TammyMayhall
and EdMayhall), Sis. Kate Rocke (Bro.
Rob and Sis. Jan), Sis. Connie Stoller
(Bro. Stan and Sis. Lola), Keith
Wiegand (Bro. Brian and Sis. Tina),
andBetsyZimmerman (Bro. Loren and
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Sis. Mary). We congratulate them on
their completed education and pray for
them to seek and follow the perfect
guidance of our loving Lord.

ILLINOIS, FAIRBURY
Elizabeth Fehr
Anna Schmidgall

We were reminded of our dear Je
sus' death on the cross and His trium
phant resurrection during this past
month. The Sunday School told us the
Easter Story through verse and song.
Bro. Rick Plattner was assisted by El
der Bros. BenWalder (Congerville, IL)
and Wayne Anliker (Forrest, IL) in
serving Holy Communion.

Our congregation rejoiced in hear
ing the testimonies and witnessing the
baptisms of four loved ones. Our new
brothers and sisters in faith are Bro.
Reid Zehr (Bro. Quinn and Sis. Joan),
Bro. BenHerr andSis. SusanHerr (Sis.
Cindy), and Sis. Leann Steidinger (Bro.
Martin and Sis. Trish). We pray for
God's guidance and blessings through
out their lives.

We are thankful when Godworks in
the lives of two souls to become one in
the Lord. Sis. Maggie Huber (Bro. Rich
and Sis. Dawn) was announced to be
married to Bro. CodyMaher (Bro. Dan
and Sis. Kim, Roanoke, IL).

Bro. Joel and Sis. Amber Plattner
welcome Leigha Rose into their family
alongwith big brother, Micah. Grand
parents are Elder Bro. Rick and Sis.
Mary Plattner and Bro. Kevin and Sis.
Denise Kilgus (Forrest, IL).

We are always thankful to have vis
itingministers share God'sWord. This
month Elder Bro. Jay Luthi
(Lamont-Gridley, KS), Bros. Virgil
Metzger (Chicago, IL), Tom Bolliger
(Tremont, IL), Sid Kaufman (Cissna
Park, IL), GregStoller (Forrest, IL),Al
Schambach (Remington, IN), Brian
Waibel (Champaign, IL), DeWayneDill
(Minneapolis, MN), Curt Rassi (Tre
mont, IL), Tom Troxel (LaCrosse, IN),
Jerry Wagenbach (Oakville, IA), and
Ned Stoller (Alto, MI) served us.

Our prayers are with Bro. Bud



16

Kelson and Sis. Ruth Meyer as they
spent time in the hospital.

Marvin Maier, a resident at
FairviewHaven, has made a beginning
in repentance. We are thankful that
God calls all ages and His desire is that
we all have a home in heaven. Our
prayers are with Marvin as yields his
life to Him.

ILLINOIS, FORREST
Jill Wenger
Lori Leman

"And when he had given thanks, he
brake it, and said, Take eat: this is my
body, which is broken foryou: this do in
remembrance ofme."

I Corinthians 11:24

We were reminded of our Lord's
death and suffering and the great price
that was paid at Calvary as we partook
ofHoly Communion. We wish to sin
cerely thank our Elder Bros. Paul
Messner (Winthrop, MN) and Rick
Plattner (Fairbury, IL) for assisting
our Bro. Wayne with this important
work. May we each day continue to
think ofCalvary andbe deeply thankful
for the precious salvation that we
share.

We are thankful for the safe arrival
of two new baby girls this month. Bro.
Joel and Sis. Heidi Beard were blessed
with another daughter, Leah Joy. Her
siblings Loren, Katie, and Luke, as well
as grandparents, Bro. Greg and Sis. Jill
Stoller and Bro. Ed and Sis. Dee Beard
(Sardis, OH), are thankful for little
Leah. Reese Elizabeth came to bless
the home and lives ofBro. Jeffand Sis.
Sarah, Clarissa, Travis, Preston, and
Justin Mueller. Her grandparents are
Bro. Ed andSis. ReneeWenger andBro.
Ronnie and Sis. Loida Mueller.

We are sad to say farewell to Bro.
Trent andSis.JenniferJohnsonas they
have relocated to theBelvidere, IL, con
gregation for ajob change. Wewillmiss
them and their two young sons, Kole
and Klyne, and hope that they come
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home to visit us often.
Our thoughts and prayers have

been with our hospital patients. May
God be near Bro. Chris Metz (Sis. Vi
ola), Bro. Mel Steffen (Sis. Leona), Sis.
Ruth Roth (Bro. Les) and Sis. Judy
Anliker (Bro. Wayne) as they recuper
ate.

We want to thank our visiting min
isters this month for lending them
selves in thework ofthe Lord. MayGod
bless Bro. Brian Waibel (Champaign,
IL), Bro. James Knapp (Congerville,
IL), Bro. Dan Stoller (Remington, IN),
Bro. Jedd Rocke (Goodfield, IL), and
Bro. Mark Zimmerman (Eureka, IL)
for their willing service to us.

Note ofThanks:
We sincerelythankyou forthemany

expressions of love and best wishes we
received for our 50th wedding anniver
sary. It was humbling and overwhelm
ing. May our Heavenly Father bless
everyone for their kindness to us.

Bro. Wayne and Sis. Judy Anliker

Notice: A short winter tweed coat
with gloves in the pocket was mistak
enly taken from Forrest church on
Sunday, March 2. A similar one with a
scarf, but a size smaller, was left in its
place. Please contact Ruth Roth at
815-657-8521 or les_ruth@sbcglobal.
net ifyou have any information. Thank
you!

ILLINOIS, GOODFIELD
Rita Bauman
Amber Grimm

"Finally, brethren, pray for us, that
the wordof the Lord may have free
course, and be glorified, even as it is
with you:"

II Thessalonians 3: 1

We were blessed with several visit
ingministers this month. Our heartfelt
thanks go out to Bro. Virgil Kaeb (Sis.
Suellen, Sarasota, FL), Bro. Wayne
Leman (Sis. Julie, Roanoke, IL), Bro.
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Steve Martin (Sis. Vicki, Eureka, IL),
Bro. Tom Leman (Sis. Marlene, Den
ver, CO), and Bro. Justin Koch (Sis.
Marcia, Washington, IL).

Bro. CalebWyss (Bro. Bruce and Sis.
Donna) and Sis. Bethany Strahm (Bro.
Wilfred and Sis. Verona, Bern, KS)
were united in marriage on March 9.
Engaged to be married are Bro. Pete
Wettstein (Bro. Jake andSis. Mary, Eu
reka, IL) and Sis. Holly Hinrichsen
(Bro. Mike and Sis. Gerri). We are
thankful to see Godworking in the lives
ofthese couples andaskGod's blessings
on themas theygrowtogether in faith.

Prayers go out to Sis. Vi Hohulin as
she was hospitalized this month. May
God continue to grant strength and
health to her.

Bro. Floyd (Shorty) Hoffman (Sis.
Evelyn) passed away this month. Our
prayers go out to Sis. Evelyn and her
family. Prayers also go out to Bro. Jerry
Steffen and his family in the passing of
his brother, Bro. Eldon Steffen (Cissna
Park, IL). We were reminded recently
in a sermon to look towards the eastern
sky for the return ofour Saviour. It will
be such aglad daywhenwe can allbe re
united in heaven and earthly cares are
over.

Congratulations to our graduating
seniors: Sis. Anna Bauman (Bro. Ben
and Sis. Marge), Brittany Rieke (Bro.
Brian and Sis. Lisa), Nathan Bauman
(Bro. Andy and Sis. Rita), and Jake
Rokey (Bro. BenandSis. Shelley). "And
the Lord shall guide thee continu
ally..." (Isaiah 58:11).

ILLINOIS, GRIDLEY
Perry A. Klopfenstein

Have Thine own way, Lord!
Have Thine own way!
Hold o'er my being
Absolute sway.
Fill with Thy Spirit
Till all shall see
Christ only, always
Living in me!

Hymns ofZion #113
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Verse four above (from the hymn,
"Have Thine OwnWay Lord) is very in
structive. Surely all of us would want
God to hold "absolute sway" in our
daily lives. This is possible if we stay
close and make daily and hourly ap
peals for His grace and power in our
lives. Ifso, we can be a light to others as
this song implies.

We have six high school graduates
this year: Whitney Butikofer, Sis.
Kristin Kaeb, Bro. Preston Klopfen
stein, Sis. Victoria Stoller, Wendy
Stoller and Bro. Trent Witzig. College
graduates are: Joel Campbell, EricHar
ris, LindsayKaupp, Sis. ChristyStoller,
Sis. Amber Miller, Sis. Ashley Hodel
and Kelsey Zehr. A dozen students will
graduate from grade school.

Sis. JennRinggerwas announced to
be married to Bro. Seth Campbell. Her
parents are Bro. Stan and Sis. Colleen
Ringger. He is the son ofBro. Mark and
Sis. Marcia Campbell. An August 3
wedding date has been set.

Bro. Perry Klopfenstein, II was an
nounced to marry Sis. Joan Craig,
Congerville. Her parents are Bro. Kim
and Sis. Carol Craig. He is the son of
Bro. Perry and Sis. Carol Klopfenstein.
Theyplan onbeingmarried onJuly 6 at
Congerville.

Truly, we wish God's continued di
rection for these couples, who have
sought His will in this second most im
portant step in life.

Sis. Helen Zimmerman had surgery
and is recovering. Likewise, Sis. Linda
Zimmerman is recovering from knee
surgery. Bro. Tom Miller continues to
fight cancer. Bro. Ed Gramm, formerly
ofGridley and now ofEureka, is suffer
ing from a serious illness. Sis. Jennifer
Feucht is onbed restwith a pregnancy.
May God's power accrue to healing, ac
cording to His will.

In a recent sermon the advice from
the Lord Jesus was emphasized.
Amongmanyotherteachings, thereare
three things He wants the believer to
do: (1) Deny self, (2) Take upHis Cross,
and (3) Follow Me. His grace is suffi
cient, and ifwe are humble, this is truly
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possible, and canprovide for apeaceful,
spiritually-beneficial life!

ILLINOIS, MORTON
Annette Tanner

Julie Bahr
Elder Bro. Ben Wiegand (Philadel

phia, PA) so willingly lent ofhimself to
travel to Morton to assist Elder Bro.
Ted Witzig Sr. with Communion ser
vice. Our heartfelt thanks go to Bro.
Ben along with Bro. Brad Gudeman
(Sis. Teresa, Bradford, IL) who came
earlier in this month to minister on the
topic of "Forgiveness" for our Family
Worship Night. "Father forgive us as
we forgive OTHERS."

Morton has been extremely blessed
with numerous wedding announce
ments! Sis. Katie Ritthaler was an
nounced to marry Bro. JustinHerman,
Peoria. Sis. Katie is the daughter of
Bro. Jim and Sis. Kathy Ritthaler. Bro.
Justin is the son of Bro. Greg and Sis.
Beth Herman from Peoria.

Sis. Heidi Knobloch's engagement
was also announced to Bro. Joe Gerber,
Bluffton. Sis. Heidi is the daughter of
Bro. John and Sis. Cheryl. Bro. Joe is
the son of Bro. Doug and Sis. Ruby
Gerber, Bluffton.

Kirk Schick is engaged to marry
Kristin Parker from Morton. Kirk is
the son of Bro. Randy and Sis. Jane
Schick.

Brock Bahr is engaged to marry
Caitlin Maddock fromWashington, IL.
Brock is the son of Bro. Brian and Sis.
Julie Bahr. A wedding date of June 28
has been set.

Kendon Bahr is engaged to Jacquie
Pamson, also from Washington, IL.
Theirweddingdate has been set forAu
gust 31. Kendon is the second son of
Bro. Brian and Sis. Julie Bahr. Your
prayers are coveted for each one of
these young people who are beginning
this important life journey.

An icy car crash took the life ofBro.
John Feucht's brother, Bro. Raymond
Feucht (Sis. Marge) ofGridley, IL. Our
deep sympathygoes to the entire family
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of Bro. Ray Feucht. Sis. Florence
Guthrie (late Bro. Richard) of Kiowa
was called Home onApril 10. She is the
dear mother to our Sis. Geneva (Bro.
Jerry) Sullivan. OnApril 3, Sis. Minnie
Glueck (late Bro. Karl) passed away at
the age of 101 at Apostolic Christian
Restmor. She is survived by four chil
dren, Rose, Frederick (Diana), William
(Debra) and Bro. Karl (Sis. Velda). Sis.
Betty Yergler's daughter-in-law, Mar
tha Yergler, passed away. Our prayers
are with each grieving family.

The new Apostolic Christian
Restmor long-term care facility
move-in date was on April 15! About
400 employees and volunteers made
their services available to complete the
move ofequipment and residents all on
the same day. God provided beautiful
weather conditions and "many hands
made light work" of the move, or at
least "lighterwork." Praise God forHis
faithfulness.

In the earlymorningofApril 18, Illi
nois and neighboring states experi
enced an earthquake. The tremors in
some areas were reported as sudden
and frightening. Bro. Ted Witzig Sr.
shared that the earthquake experience
couldjust as surely have been the com
ing of our Lord in "the twinkling of an
eye." Bro. Ted Hirstein asked "Are you
ready andwaiting, or areyouwaitingto
be ready?"

ILLINOIS, PEORIA
Carissa Klopfenstein

Kristin Menold
Wewish to thank Bro. Fred and Sis.

Diane Funk (Morton), Bro. Erik and
Sis. Deb Givens (Princeville), Bro. Sid
and Sis. Sandi Kaufmann (Cissna
Park), and Elder Bro. Mark and Sis.
Sara Streitmatter (Bloomington) for
visiting our congregation and bringing
God's Holy Word to us during the past
month.

We rejoicewithJessica Sauder (Bro.
David and Sis. Rachel) and Michel
Elsasser (Bro. Brian and Mary) who
have given their hearts to Jesus. We
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pray for God's grace to be with you as
you begin your journey with Him.

Congratulations to Bro. Aaron and
Sis. Kara Klopfenstein from Indianap
olis on the birth oftheir little boy, Coo
per Lee, born April 1. Cooper is the
grandson of Bro. Cleve and Sis.
Kathleen Klopfenstein and Elder Bro.
Wayne and Sis. Charlene Banwart
(Champaign). Cooper's brothers, Caleb
and Carter, are very happy to have a
new baby brother. We wish you God's
blessings as you raise this new little
blessing.

Congratulations to Bro. Justin
Herman (Bro. Greg and Sis. Beth) and
his new fiance, Sis. Katie Ritthaler
(Bro. Jim and Sis. Kathy) who were an
nounced for engagement April 6. Their
wedding is scheduled for August 3 in
Morton. We pray God's blessings dur
ing this time of engagement.

We rejoice to have five new brothers
and sisters join our congregation.
March 29-30 was the testimony and
baptismofJohnnyHuber (Bro. Jimand
Sis. Jane) who was baptized by his
grandfather, retired Elder Bro. Chuck
Hemmer, Joel Stickling (Chris and Sis.
Marsha), Zach Knobloch, and Zach's
parents, Lynn and Paul Knobloch (son
of Bro. Jim and Sis. Helen Knobloch,
Princeville).

April 11-12 was Peoria's Couples
Retreat held at the Radisson Inn in
Peoria. The speaker for this event was
Bro. Ted Witzig Jr. from Morton.
Twenty-one couples of all ages at
tended this retreat. Everyone seemed
to have an enjoyable and insightful
time.

We wish to thank the MortonAires
for visiting our congregation for our
monthlyHymnSingonApril 6, andalso
the 3-5 grade Sunday School students.
We thank each person thatmade the ef
fort to be with us and for your willing
ness to share.

Please continue to lift up in prayer
the Reinhard family as theyminister to
the Haitians. Political unrest has
caused riots; angry people protesting
the high cost of food have blocked the
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roads. No harm has been done to any
one but there have been threats. Please
pray for their safety and for the situa
tion in Haiti to be resolved.

Bro. Dave Sceggel and Bro. Jona
than Aupperle also covet your prayers
with the work at the orphanage in
Magdalena. Pray for the churchand the
gospel to continue to go forth.

Other prayer requests this month
include Sis. Lillian Cagle, Sis. Loretta
Eisenmann, Sis. LouAnn Funk, Bro.
Richard Guingrich, Sis. Ruth
Huthmann, Bro. Lou Lonteen, Bro.
Ted Stoller, and Sis. Mabel Weber, for
recovered health.

Our sympathy is with the family of
Sis. FrancesWiegandwho passed away
April 4. She is the mother ofBro. Mike
Wiegand. Sympathy is also extended to
Sis. Lucille Beyer's family (Bro. Dean
and Sis. Teresa Thomas), and Sis. Mir
iam Messerli in the passing of her
brother,ArtEndress fromPrinceville.

Note ofThanks:
Sis. Lucille Beyer's family wishes to

thank each one for the many deeds of
kindness shown to her at the time of
their loved one's death.

Dare we say it? Spring is finally
here!

"For as the earth bringeth forth her
bud, and as the garden causeth the
things that are sown in it to spring
forth; so the Lord GOD will cause righ
teousness andpraise to spring forth be
fore all the nations."

Isaiah 61:11

ILLINOIS, PRINCEVILLE
Connie Christ
Linda Joos

Our dear friend, Sarah Alfon, has
felt the soul's deep need of a Saviour
and is repenting. May God be near her
in this conversion process. She is the
daughter of Bro. Alan and Sis. Janet
Streitmatter.

Visiting ministers have been Bro.
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Fred Witzig (Indianapolis, IN) on
Easter Sunday, Bro. John Grimm (Co
lumbus, OH), and Bro. Ken Schneider
(Remington, IN). March 28 was our
all-church Bible Studywith Bro. Justin
Koch (Washington, IL) speaking to us
on "The Power ofCorporateWorship".
We thank each one for visiting us.

VioletWoertz passed awayApril 13.
She was part of our Princeville church
all her life. She leaves behind a sister
and brother-in-law, Art and Dolores
Frisby. May God comfort them in their
loss.

Our sympathy is extended to Paul
Streitmatter, Sis. Geraldine Streit
matter, Bro. Alf and Sis. Virginia
Streitmatter, Sis. Shirley Kieser and
Sis. Mary Lou Streitmatter in the loss
of their dear loved one, Sis. Lucille
Beyer (Peoria, IL), who recentlypassed
away.

Our hospital patients have been
HarryKing (Sis. Virginia) and Sis. Elsie
Mueller. May God grant them strength
andhealing, andmayHiswillbedone in
all things.

We rejoice with Dustin Blunier (Sis.
Joyce and lateBro. Dale) andJulie Duis
(Bob Duis and Paula Duis) as they ex
changed wedding vows December 29,
2007. We wish them much joy and
God's blessings as they establish their
home and are now one as husband and
wife.

Bro. Darin and Sis. Keri Blunier
welcome little Morgan Elizabeth, born
April 12. Happy siblings are Cody,
Mallory, Clayton, Madison, Colton and
Connor. Thankful grandparents are
Sis. Joyce Blunier (late Bro. Dale) and
Bro. Howard and Sis. Mary Ann
Herrmann. A new baby is such a mira
cle and gift from God.

Thankful grandparents are Bro.
Floran and Sis. Twylla Streitmatter as
their daughter and son-in-law, Bro.
Bob and Sis. Kathy Zimmerman (Eu
reka, IL), welcome a precious son, Jo
seph Scott. Jonathan and Joanna are
happy siblings. Welcoming a new
granddaughter is Sis. Mary Lou
Streitmatter (late Bro. Don) whose
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daughter and son-in law, Craig and
Anne Thistlethwaite, rejoice in the ar
rival oflittle KaraAnne. Elle is her big
sister.

ILLINOIS, ROANOKE
Judy Sauder

Dee Fehr
"The grave has lost its sting." Our

Sunday School students presented
their Easter program on March 19.
From the youngest children singing "I
LoveJesus", to theBible Class students
proclaiming "There is Power in the
Blood", the wonderful story of Jesus'
death, resurrection andvictoryover sin
was told. "There is wonder-working
power in the precious blood of the
Lamb."

We were blessed to be visited by the
men's quartet, "Testify", onApril 6 and
enjoyed a wonderful evening ofbeauti
ful harmony in God's praise.

On March 26, Bro. Jeff Thames
(Washington) spoke on "Trusting God
through Life's Trials" by examining
the topic of suffering through the eyes
of the Bible. What is God's purpose for
suffering in our lives? "For our light af
fliction which is but for a moment
worketh forus a farmore exceedingand
eternal weight of glory." (II Cor. 4:17)

Speaking oflife's trials brings to
mind Bro. Larry and Sis. Sharon
Neukomm, who suffered the loss of
their house in a fire on March 29.
Thankfully, all family and friends who
were in theirhome atthe timeofthe fire
escaped without injury. May God's
Spirit and peace be with them as they
confront the many decisions that must
be made in the ensuing days.

Several loved ones from our congre
gation have suffered the loss of family
members recently. Sis. Marie Hohulin
(Fairbury) died on March 1. She was
the stepmother of Bro. Mel (Sis. Shir
ley) Hohulin. Archie Unzicker of Eu
reka passed away on March 24. He was
the father of Sis. Jane (Bro. Jerry)
Schumacher. Bro. Rich (Sis. Madelyn)
Fehr's brother, Elwyn Fehr (Cham-
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paign), died on April 5. We pray God's
comfortinghandon all as theydealwith
sorrow and loss in their lives.

There have also been reasons to re
joice in the past month, as new babies
have been welcomed into families. Bro.
Adam and Sis. Amy Spangler are par
ents of Bennett Ashlyn, born on April
14. Bennett's older brother is Tanner,
and her grandparents are Bro. Steve
and Sis. Diane Bates and Bro. Roger
and Sis. Dawn Spangler (Morton). Bro.
Tim and Sis. Cathy Hohulin's first
grandson was born on March 18. Zion
McKai was born to Staci and Jerime
Barrett of Eureka. Bro. Bob
Zimmerman also has a new grandson,
Joseph Scott, who was born on March
21 to Bro. Bob and Sis. Kathy
Zimmerman (Eureka). Joseph'smater
nal grandparents are Bro. Floren and
Sis. Twila Streitmatter (Princeville).

"Let thy fountain be blessed and re
joice with the wife of thy youth."

Proverbs 5:18

March 23 brought rejoicing and
happiness with the announcement of
the engagement ofBro. CodyMaher to
Sis. Maggie Huber. Their parents are
Bro. Dan and Sis. KimMaher and Bro.
Rich and Sis. Dawn Huber (Fairbury).
On April 19, Sam Fischer and Erica
Martino were united in marriage. Sam
is the son of Bro. Bruce and Sis. Deb
Fischer and Erica's parents are Tom
Martino and Jill Martino.

We are thankful for Elder Bro. Ed
Schwartz (Bluffton) who visited us on
the weekend of April 19-20, and con
ducted a Bible study with our young
group and also was with us on Sunday
to worship in the Lord's House.

ILLINOIS, TREMONT
Teresa Rowell
Janice Sauder

SPRING! It has finally arrived. The
sun is shining, thebirds are singing, the
flowers are peeking their heads out of
the ground. IT IS SPRING! New life is
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evident everywhere and especially in
our church. We have 6 newbabies to re
port! Bro. John and Sis. Misty Sauder
welcome Shepard Honor into their
growing family. Willow, Echo, Talon,
Meadow, Arrow, Halo, Anchor, and In
digo are excited to have another
brother. Elder Bro. Charles and Sis
Miriam Sauder are Shepard's grand
parents.

Bro. Mike, Sis. Ivy, Mahlon, Joseph,
Daniel, Hannah, Titus, Courage, and
Blessing are happy that Providence
Hope has been added to their family.
Bro. Joe and Sis. Marcella Steiner and
Bro. John and Sis. Ingrid Buster
(Burlington, IA) are Providence's
grandparents.

Bro. Todd and Sis. Valerie Steiner
welcome Emma Louise into their fam
ily. Victoria, Trent, Corbin, Philip,
Thad, Faith, Joshua and Lydia are
Emma's siblings. Bro. Joe andSis. Mar
cella Steiner and Bro. Ken and Sis.
Mardell Dietz (Bradford, IL) are
Emma's grandparents.

Bro. Paul and Sis. Beth Wagenbach
and Jesse welcome the newestmember
of their family, Olivia Mae. Olivia's
grandparents are Bro. Ron and Sis. Liz
Wagenbach and Bro. Dan and Sis. Dor
othy Virkler (Rockville, CT).

Bro. Mike and Sis. Carmen Rassi
and Kate are excited to add Lincoln
Curtis to their family. Bro. Curt and
Sis. Kathy Rassi and Bro. Jerry and Sis
Marcia Kaiser are Lincoln's grandpar
ents.

Bro. Steve and Sis. Barb Pflederer
are excited about their new grandson,
Ezra. His parents are Austin and Joni
Parker.

We were especially blessed this
month to have nine visiting ministers
to preach the Holy Word to us. Bro.
DennisRassi (Sis. Diane, Fairbury) and
Bro. Ed Fritz (Sis. Sally, Washington)
werewithus for Easter Sunday, andwe
thank them for the Word. Elder Bro.
Gerry Hertzel (Sis. Ellen, Sabetha,
KS), Bro. Dan Moser (Sis. Anne, Elgin,
IL) and Bro. Jon Zeller (Sis. Christine,
Morton, IL) were here for the testimo-
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nies and baptisms of two dear young
men.

We welcome Bro. Levi Kaiser (Bro.
Tim and Sis. Ruth) and Bro. Galen
Huette (Bro. Dave and Sis. Susan) into
our church family.We also enjoyed hav
ing Elder Bro. Jim Plattner (Sis.
Marlene), Bro. Erik Givens (Sis. Deb
bie), Bro. Craig Martin (Sis. Terri), all
from Princeville, IL, and Bro. James
Knapp (Sis. Lisa, Congerville, IL) for
the testimonies and baptisms of two
couples.

We extend a hearty welcome into
the family ofGod to Bro. Brett and Sis.
LauraHermann (Bro. Howard and Sis.
Janice Sauder) and Bro. Aaron and Sis.
Katie Ehnle. We wish these new broth
ers and sisters the Lord's richest bless
ings as they continue on the Way.

We were happy to hear the engage
ment and forthcoming wedding ofSis.
Janelle Kilgus (Bro. Todd and Sis. Rita)
and Bro. Brent Sauder (Bro. Steve and
Sis. Mary). In this we wish them the
Lord's nearness and blessings as they
begin their new walk together.

We also sympathize with those who
have lost loved ones. Bro. Karl (Sis.
Velda) Glueck lost his mother, Sis.
Wilhemine "Minnie" Glueck (Morton
IL), and Sis. Ellie (Bro. Bill) Knobloch
lost her brother, Bro. Bob Schrock
(Oakville, IA). May God comfort these
dear souls and fill the empty spots in
their hearts.

Lastly, we wish to thank Sis. Sheri
Allen for her time spent writing the
news with me. She and her husband
Chris, have been fostering three little
ones for about a year and she has de
cided to pass on the Silver Liningto Sis.
Janice Sauder. Thanks again, Sheri, for
all your hard work.

Note ofThanks:
We want to thank you for all the

prayers, cards, letters, visits, and
phone calls we received duringWayne's
hospitalization and recovery. It's very
comfortingto feel the love that radiates
from our church family. It warms our
heart and humbles us. Jesus works in
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all of us and will give us no more pain
than we can bear. In His time, He will
do His work. His will and not ours be
done.

Bro. Wayne and Ruby Miller

ILLINOIS, WASHINGTON
Nancy Knepp

Elizabeth Heinold

"The heavens declare the glory of
God, and the firmament sheweth His
handiwork."

Psalm 19:1

After a long winter, spring is here.
The grass is green and leaves are com
ing. God shows Himself clearly in His
beautiful creation.

Wewereblessedwithvisitingminis
ters this month. Bro. Matt Gerber
(Ixtlan, Mexico) has been home here in
Washington, and also Bro. Robert
Meyer (Sis. Ann, Bluffton, IN).Wehave
enjoyed having themwithus and thank
them for willingly serving us. Bro.
Steph and Sis. Donna Lou Baner were
with us for aTopical Bible Studywhere
he shared with us about moderation.
It's an awesome thing to see the Holy
Spirit speak through willing brothers.

We were saddened by the sudden
death of Bro. Ray Feucht (Sis. Marge,
Gridley), father ofourBro. Curt Feucht
(Sis. Beth), brother to our Sis. Dolly
Schick and uncle to our Bro. Don
Wagenbach (Sis. Marie).

We are happy towelcome Bro. Scott,
Sis. Dorene, Kalahan, Claire and
Kamden Aberle. They have relocated
from Kansas City and we look forward
to getting to know them.

Many prayers were answered with
the safe arrival ofMason Alan Steffen!
His parents are Bro. Britt and Sis.
Megan Steffen. Grandparents are Bro.
Stan and Sis. Jane DesCarpentrie and
Bro. Larry and Sis. Sue Steffen (Den
ver, CO).

Bro. Harold andSis. AnnMeiss cele
brated their 63rd wedding anniversary
this past week. May God continue to
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bless them in the days ahead.

Note of Thanks:
We want to express our heartfelt

thanks for the outpouring oflove in the
loss of our husband, dad, and grandpa.
We appreciated very much the many
deeds ofkindness, cards, food, etc., and
especially the prayers. May God bless
you all.

The John Klaus family

INDIANA, BLUFFTON
Stefanie Dailey
Jan Schwartz

To Father, Son, and Spirit praise,
For help and guidance on our ways!
Thou givest power from above,
Hast chosen us, through Christ, in

love,
To be Thine own!
Zion's Harp #200, verse 7

Our congregation had a blessed eve
ning on Saturday, April 6, when we
shared in Holy Communion. After pre
paring our hearts for such awonderful
evening, we were blessed to share it
with threevisitingElders.We thankEl
der Bro. Jon Kokanovich (Sis. Nancy,
Phoenix, AZ), Elder Bro. John Laukhuf
(Sis. Marcia, Latty, OH), andElder Bro.
Phil Stettner (Sis. Maureen, Bluffton
North) for their willingness to share
this special time in Holy Communion
with us.

We rejoicewithAl and BeckyPfister
as they have a desire to seek member
ship in our church. Our prayers are
with them as they continue to walk
with Christ.

TheengagementofBro.Rodney
Reimschisel and Sis. HeatherPricewas
announced to our congregation on
April 6. Their parents are Bro. Todd
and Sis. Lori Reimschisel and Bro.
Steve and Sis. Tonia Price. The follow
ingSunday, April 13, two more engage
ments were announced. Bro. Joe
Gerber announced his engagement to
Sis. Heidi Knobloch (Champaign, IL).
Their parents are Bro. Doug and Sis.
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Ruby Gerber and Bro. John and Sis.
Cheryl Knobloch (Morton, IL). Also,
Bro. Brian and Sis. Deb Fiechter an
nounced the engagement of their
daughter, Sis. Ashley, to Bro. Jason
Gerber, son of Bro. Gene and Sis.
Becky. Our prayers are with these cou
ples as they look forward to a lifetime
together in the Lord.

Our prayers have gone out this
month to many once again. Brian
Steffen (Bro. Craig and Sis. Jean) has
been deployed to Iraq from now
through December. Our sincere
prayers are with Brian, as well as his
family here in Bluffton.

Bro. Ron Macklin (Sis. LaNae) was
hospitalized in Indianapolis and faced
surgery. Sis. Pat Maller (Bro. Rod) is
also facinghealth difficulties. Also hos
pitalized this past month was Sis. Syl
via Bertsch (Bro. Oscar). Our sincere
prayers are with each of these loved
ones and we pray their good health will
once again be restored.

Little Myles Kaehr (Bro. Brady and
Sis. Kristen) came home after spending
the first several weeks ofhis life in the
hospital after a premature birth. We
are thankfulMyles is doingwell andour
prayers are with him.

Our hearts are saddened and we ex
tend our deepest sympathy and sincere
prayers to Bro. Carl and Sis. Evelyn
Hackenjos in the loss of their son, Bro.
Brent Hackenjos, who went to be with
our Lord on April 14. Our prayers also
extend to his siblings, Bro. Brad, Andy
(Michelle), and Laurie (Ted)
Cobarrubia.

Bro. Brent and Sis. Rachelle Tonner
were blessed with a baby girl, Ashlyn
Kay, born on March 20. She is wel
comedbyherbrothers, Brendon, Brody
and Brayson; and by her sisters,
Brittney, Kaitlin, Madison, and Riley.
Ashlyn's happy grandparents are Bro.
Gary and Sis. Diann Tonner and Bro.
Sam and Sis. Mary Jo Gerber.

Bro. Michael andSis. JaneReinhard
became first time parents on April 3.
They adopted a little baby boy, Deacon
Michael. Deacon's excited grandpar-
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ents are Bro. John and Sis. Pam
ReinhardandLee andJulie Braselton.

Sis. Susie Gerberwas blessedwith a
new grandson, Quinn Russell, born on
March 21. Quinn's parents are Bro.
Corey and Sis. Erika Gerber (West La
fayette, IN). Quinn joins siblings,
Allison, Caden and Conlin. Likewise,
Bro. Mark and Sis. Wanda Moser wel
comed a new grandson, Joah Grey,
born on April 10. Joah's first time par
ents are Bro. Jeff and Sis. Gretchen
Moser (West Lafayette, IN).

And finally, on Sunday, April 7, we
were reminded of the death and resur
rection of our Lord and Saviour as we
heard our Sunday school children sing
ing to our Lord in our Easter program.
What a blessing it was to all of us who
attended!

INDIANA
BLUFFTON NORTH

Sherry Pfister
Jessie Longenberger

"To every thing there is a season,
and a time to every purpose under the
heaven."

Ecclesiastes 3:1

On March 16, the Easter Program
was a blessing and a great success due
to the efforts ofmany. A big thanks to
our Sunday school students (our future
church), teachers, song leaders, super
intendents, parents, and those who
shared their home for practices and
anyone else who helped to make this a
team effort. It was wonderful hearing
the true Easter story.

Our congregation has been prayer
ful for those in the hospital. Lori (Brad)
White (daughter of Marcia Brewster
(Steffen)) was in the hospital due to an
allergic reaction during a procedure.
CaitlinWilliams (granddaughter ofSis.
Eileen Cook) has Crohn's Disease and
could certainly use and welcomes our
prayers. Please continue with ongoing
prayers for Leslie (Bucher) Aschliman
(granddaughter ofBro. Bob andSis. Ida
Aschliman) and her family.
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OnApril 9, wewere thankful to have
Bro. TroyLeyse (Sis. Kelly, Bluffton) to
have the Wednesday message for our
congregation. We are grateful for your
willingness to share God's Word.

Our prayers over the past few
months has been that the Lord would
appoint a new Elder. The Lord is very
faithful and directed that Bro. Steve
Ringger should fill this position. Our
prayers continue to go out to him and
hiswife, Sis. Myra, and their three sons,
Bro. Matt (Sis. Rachel), Bro. Michael
(Sis. Angie), and Bro. Jon (Sis. Beth),
during this time of change and in the
days to come. May God bless him and
his family for beingwilling in this work
of the Lord.

"We give thanks to God always for
you all, making mention of you in our
prayers."

I Thessalonians 1:2

Our Ordination Service on Sunday,
April 13, for Bro. Steve Ringger
brought many Elders and ministers.
For the Sundaymorning servicewe had
Bro. Neal Widmer (Sis. Kristine; West
Lafayette), Bro. Ed Sauder (Sis.
Bonnie; Roanoke, IL), and Bro. Randy
Gudeman (Sis. Becky, Francesville).
We appreciate the love and labors ofEl
der Bro. Wayne Banwart (Sis. Charlen;
Champaign, IL), Elder Bro. Lynn
Stieglitz (Sis. Leonda, Leo), Elder Bro.
William Schlatter (Sis. Emily; Junc
tion, OH), and Elder Bro. Ed Schwartz
(Sis. Jeni, Bluffton) as they assisted El
der Bro. Phil Stettner (Sis. Maureen)
with the ordination service for Elder
Bro. Steve Ringger (Sis. Myra).

We thank and appreciate Elder Bro.
Phil and Sis. Maureen Stettner for
their service to the Lord and in our con
gregation. May God richly bless you
and your family.

Note of Thanks:
Sis. Deb (Bro. Ted) Neuen

schwander is very thankful to be home.
Sis. Deb and Bro. Ted appreciate all of
your concerns and prayers and are
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humbled by the expressions oflove and
support from everyone.

Our sincere thanks,
Bro. Ted and Sis. Deb Neuen

schwander

INDIANA, FRANCESVILLE
Barb Huber

Jessica Murray

"From the end ofthe earth will I cry
unto thee, when my heart is over
whelmed: Lead me to the rock that is
higher than I."

Psalm 61:2

This was the verse posted online
from Bro. Chad Huber (Sis. Pam) as
they are dealing with the birth of their
twins, Lucas Andrews and Lauren
Elyse, and 34 hours later, Lauren going
to be with the Lord. As they are still in
Jamaica, the best way to communicate
is through prayer. Their family is need
ofprayers now for strength in healing.
We will continue to lift you and your
family up in prayer.

Our Sis. Sharon Huber (Bro. Chris)
has spent time this past month in the
hospital recovering from malaria. We
continue to pray for the Lord's bless
ings ofstrength and healing as you and
your family continue to deal with these
health concerns.

Bro. Chris and Sis. Jennifer Nuest
are celebrating the birth of their new
son, Cameron Alexander, along with
big sister Madisyn and big brother
Braden. Grandparents are Bro. Larry
and Sis. Pam Leman and Bro. Larry
and Sis. JaneNuest. May the Lord con
tinue to bless you and your family.

We send our thanks to Elder Bro.
Phillip Stettner (BluftonNorth, IN) for
being here to share the Memoran
dum. Please take our love and greetings
back to your home.

We also pray for several others who
have ongoing health concerns, that
they can feel the peace and presence of
God and His healing mercies at this
time in their lives.
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"All scripture is givenby inspiration
of God, and is profitable for doctrine,
for reproof, for correction, for instruc
tion in righteousness: That the man of
God may be perfect, thoroughly fur
nished unto all good works."

II Timothy 3:16

With the preceding verse as a guide,
we have begun a topical study of the
book ofHosea, which has been a bless
ing, as we consider God's warning and
encouragement to the children of Is
rael, andhow it also relates tous today.

INDIANA
INDIANAPOLIS
Sandy Lichtle
Penny Schroder

We rejoice with Bro. Bert and Sis.
KarenAeschliman on the birth oftheir
grandson, Quinn Russell Gerber, born
on March 21. Quinn's parents are Bro.
Corey and Sis. Erika Gerber (West La
fayette, IN).

Bro. Aaron and Sis. Kara Klopfen
stein were blessed with a son, Cooper
Lee, on April 1. Cooper is welcomed
home by his big brothers, Caleb and
Carter, and his grandparents, Bro.
Cleve and Sis. Kathleen Klopfenstein
(Peoria, IL) and Elder Bro. Wayne and
Sis. CharlenBanwart (Champaign, IL).

Bro.DarlandSis. Cindy Schieler are
thankful for the safe arrival of their
grandson, ZolanEzra Schieler, born on
April 10. Jeremy and Tonya Schieler
are Zolan's parents.

On April 5 and 6, we had Indy Out
reachweekend. Manyyoungpeoplejoy
fully gave of their time to help those in
need in the community. We thank all of
those who participated in this week
end, and we appreciate their servant
hearts and labors oflove.We also thank
Bro. Dick Meister (Sis. Sharon, West
Lafayette, IN) whowaswithus onApril
4 and shared an informative presenta
tion on "How the World Views Chris
tians in America."

We were blessed to have Bro. Scott
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Schafer (Sis. Gigi, South Bend, IN)
withus this month. Thankyou foryour
service in the Lord.

INDIANA,LACROSSE
Bethany Johnson

Julie Rocke
EASTER - What a wonderful re

minder to each ofus ofour Lord's sacri
fice and of our hope of salvation. A
renewing and quickening of our spirits
once again occurs as we place our focus
on Jesus' resurrection and the miracle
that God performed for us, His chil
dren.

What a joy it is to be able to travel
and to welcome visitors to our congre
gation. We were blessed this past
month, withmanyvisitors andmany of
them were ministers of the Word. We
thank each of them for their service on
our behalf. Gathering with us were
Bros. DeanMessner (Sis. Wanda, Win
throp, MN), Duane Rocke (Sis. Bonnie,
Minneapolis, MN), Dan Moser (Sis.
Anne, Elgin, IL), Gary Maibach (Sis.
Mary Ann, Smithville, OH), Gary
Brown (Sis. Jane, Forrest, IL), Ted
Steffen (Sis. Sandy, Alto, MI), and Ron
Palitto (Sis. Lynell, Akron, OH). May
God bless each of them and their fami
lies for their labors of love.

We welcomed many visitors on
March 29-30 for our annual Fellowship
Weekend. We enjoyed the fellowship
and singing throughout the weekend.

A faithful soldier went home to his
Lord onMarch 28. Bro. Doyne Stewart
is survived by his wife, Sis. Dorothy,
and their children, Doreen (Paul)
Kuehl of Kouts, IN, Dale (Nola) Stew
art ofBig Sandy, TN, Daryl Stewart of
Chicago, IL, and Darick (Susan) Stew
art ofValparaiso, IN; 8 grandchildren,
19 great-grandchildren and 10
great-great-grandchildren.

Our thoughts and prayers are with
several in our congregation who have
met with accident or are undergoing
treatment. Bro. Gene Nuest (Sis.
Norma) is undergoing treatments for
cancer. Rachel Feller (Bro. Joe and Sis.
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Jackie) received treatment as well.
Hannah Feller (Bro. Joe and Sis.
Jackie) is recoveringfromasportingac
cident. May each ofthem feel the heal
ing touch of the Master Physician.

INDIANA, LEO
Elizabeth Schrenk
Abigail Schrenk

"For thou hast possessed my reins:
thou hast covered me in my mother's
womb. I will praise thee; for I am fear
fully andwonderfullymade: marvelous
are thy works; and that my soul
knoweth right well."

Psalms 139:13-14

We have two new babies in our con
gregation who remind us again of the
marvelous works of God.

Faye Lydia arrived on April 14 into
the family ofBro. Jaret and Sis. Sharlin
Wieland. Faye iswelcomedhomebybig
sisters, Andie and Aviah, and big
brother, Smith.

On April 15, Paige Riley joined the
family of Bro. Kent and Sis. Heather
Merritt. Big sisters, Alyssa and Syd
ney, will be overjoyed to have little
Paige join them at home.

We pray these two families will find
strength and wisdom from the Lord as
they continue to raise their children in
His honor.

Retired Elder Bro. David Bertsch
spent some time in the hospital this
pastmonth. We ask for your continued
prayers forBro. Dave as he continues to
recover at The Cedars Retirement Cen
ter.

We always enjoy our visiting minis
ters. Bro. Bill Waibel (Sis. Carol, Bay
City, MI) brought forth encouraging
words. We thankBro. Bill for comingto
visit.

Our congregation enjoyed a brief
visit from Bro. Kirk and Sis. Keri
Plattner who are serving in
Knockpatrick, Jamaica. They have
been in the US for a few weeks visiting
with family and friends. We thank
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them for sharing about what God is do
ing in Jamaica with the deaf at the Ca
ribbean Christian Centre for the Deaf.
We ask for your prayers as they return
to Jamaica soon.

INDIANA, MILFORD
Carol Hurd
Pam Beer

We appreciate the visit ofminister
ingBro. SamSchlatterandhiswife, Sis.
Linda (Junction, OH). A special thank
youto themfor travelingtoMilford and
sharing God's Word with us.

In the last fewmonths we have had
several new families come and join our
Milford congregation in worship on
Sundays. We are so thankful that Jose
DeJesusTerrazas (Norma) has decided
to give his life to the Lord and become
converted. We wish him much grace
and understanding as he begins his
Christian walk.

On March 23, Bro. John and Sis.
Carol Hurd celebrated their 50th wed
ding anniversary. We congratulate
them on reaching this milestone and
appreciate the example they have been
to us and the support they give to our
church family.

Bro. Bill and Sis. Anne Troup are
very excited about the arrival of their
new granddaughter, Claire. Claire's
parents are Brad and Kim Brown. We
wish them much joy and happiness as
they raise their sweet blessing from
God.

INDIANA, REMINGTON
Jenni Honegger
Marcella Tyler

This month has been filled with the
blessings of the Easter season. Good
Friday services were a somberyet won
derful reminder that ourLord and Sav
iour suffered a cruel journey and death
upon the cross. And on Easter Sunday
we heard once again that Jesus arose
fromdeathandgrave to giveus hope for
our salvation. What a glorious story
that truly never grows old, no matter
how many times we hear it!

23

We have enjoyed the efforts of sev
eral visitingministers thismonth. Bro.
John Lehman (Sis. RuthAnn, Wolcott,
IN) gave a topical Bible presentation to
our combined Remington and Wolcott
congregations about the importance of
spiritualbalance. Bro. TonyManz (Sis.
Denise, Junction, OH) brought us the
Lord'smessage one Sunday. AndElder
Bro. Jon Schmidgall (Sis. Julie,
Oakville, IA) and Elder Bro. Earl
Ringger (Sis. Dixie, Gridley, IL) as
sisted with our Communion service
this month. Thanks be to God for the
willingness of these shepherds and for
their wives' support in their ministry.

We are thankful to welcome back
Bro. Ken and Sis. Bernice Schneider
from their months in Biloxi, and we
look forward to encouraging them in
their new life together. We also con
gratulate Bro. Ed and Sis. Lois Bahler
for their recent 60th wedding anniver
sary. "Sticking with" anything for 60
years is certainly a wonderful achieve
ment, and this is evenmore true for the
sacred institution ofmarriage.

The Remington congregationwould
also like to extend a heartfelt welcome
to Bro. Neil and Sis. June Knobloch, as
well as their children, Grant, Nelson,
and Kedron. Bro. Neil and Sis. June
moved to the area fromChampaign, IL,
several months ago and have prayer
fully decided to make Remington their
new church home. We are thankful for
their continued fellowship and the
many special talents they will bring to
our congregation.

We were sorryto hear ofthe passing
away of Bro. Art (Sis. Audrey) Graf of
Akron, OH. Bro. Art was the father of
our Sis. Heidi (Bro. Greg) Schneider.
Our prayers are with the whole family
as they mourn the loss of their hus
band, father, and grandfather. But we
must remember to also be joyful for
Bro. Art, who has after a seasonofgreat
suffering received his eternal reward
with Christ!

As we look forward toMother's Day
nextmonth, wewant to remember to be
prayerful for ourmothers. Whether we



24

think ofthe woman whom God used to
give us life or of another woman who
has been an encouragement to us on
our journey of faith, we have all been
blessed in some way by a "mothering"
figure. Let's remember to thank them
for their love towards us and to thank
God for their presence in our lives.

INDIANA, SOUTH BEND
Becky Langhofer
Natalie Virkler

"But as it is written, Eye hath not
seen, nor ear heard, neither entered
into the heart ofman, the things which
God hath prepared for them that love
him."

I Cor. 2:9

We have had two new babies in our
dear church family! Ezekiel Cyrus was
born on April 8 to Bro. Joshua and Sis.
KeynaMartinez. His olderbrothers are
Marty Jo and Gabriel. Bro. Marty and
Sis. Lavilla Langhofer are the proud
grandparents.

Bro. Rich and Sis. Samantha
Gramm had a baby girl, Kathryn
"Kate" Lynn on April 14. Welcoming
her homewereElena andGrace. Kate's
grandparents are Bro. Scott and Sis.
Gigi Schafer and Bro. Ed and Sis. Lu
cille Gramm (Eureka, IL).

We are thankful for healthy babies
and safe arrivals! What a tremendous
blessing each new life brings.

Our thanks to Elder Bro. Curt
Frank and Sis. Lyla (LaCrosse) and El
der Bro. John Jackson and Sis. Peggy
(Bay City) for coming to share Commu
nion with us. Bro. John and Sis. Peggy
stayed to share the Word with us on
Sunday as well. We are very thankful
for your willingness to give of your
time!

INDIANA
VALPARAISO

Marguerite Hoerr
Our Easter program was held one

weekafterEaster Sunday in order to al-
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low ministering Bro. Bob Beebe (Sis.
Sue) to speak to us on that day from the
pulpit and at our program in the after
noon. It also allowed a group of broth
ers fromMilford to share their talent in
singing for our program. They were
Bros. Randy Beer, Reg Beer, JeffBeer,
Brent Beer, Rob Schick and Troy
Wuthrich. Randy, Brent, Rob and Troy
brought their wives and families with
them. Their children joined with our
Sunday school as they sang songs in
worship ofour Risen Lord and King. It
was ajoyful Sunday andwe thank them
all, the men, their wives and their chil
dren, from the depths ofour hearts for
theupliftwe received. Bro. Cap and Sis.
Mary Ann Beer came with Bro. Stan
and Sis. Linda Wuthrich to spend the
day with us, also. Bro. Cap and I are
near the same age. He's my cousin and
we are long time friends since we grew
up together inMilford. We were able to
visit with them and the younger fami
lies during our fellowship hour at noon
and later on at the dinner we had after
church. Again, for Bob and for me, it
was especially wonderful meeting peo
ple we loved from our home church of
Milford.

It made our hearts sing to have Bro.
Lyle and Sis. Marilyn Zeltwanger back
withus fromPhoenix, where theyspent
the winter. Bro. Lyle spent a good part
ofthe time theywere gonewith compli
cated knee surgery. He had extensive
therapy andwe're thankful forhis com
plete recovery.Wemissed themand are
so happy they're home in Valpo once
again.

We also welcome Bro. Ken and Sis.
Carol Bucher who spent their winter
months in Florida. We missed them to
theutmost while theywere gone, so it's
with gladness that we welcome them
back. We'll enjoy both of these couples
during the summer and fall months to
the fullest.

Our church was blessed with the
visit of ministering Bro. Gary Anliker
(Sis. Edie, Elgin, IL) on Sunday, April
13. Accompanying themwere Bro. Don
and Sis. Leanne Schambach. We were-
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n't able to be there because I had an
other carpal tunnel surgery on
Thursdayofthatweek; butwe gotglow
ing reports about their visit.

Elder Bro. Dan Kilgus was with us
the eveningofApril 19 and servedCom
munion to ourcongregation. Partaking
of this ceremony during the spring
months seems so appropriate as wehad
just celebrated Christ's death and res
urrection. It was a very blessed eve
ning, as Bro. Dan and Bro. Garry
impressed on our minds the true sacri
fice that was offered for us, by our Lord
and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Bro. Ed Lester, Jr. and Sis. Tricia
feel God's leading to move to the
Elkhart community, and will be wor
shipingwith the South Bend brethren.
They have been such a blessing to our
congregation ever since their marriage
three and ahalfyears ago; both ofthem
teach in Sunday school and will be
missed by kids and adults both. We
have been uplifted by Sis. Tricia who
brought her smile with her from
Milford, and her readiness to help
wherever she is needed. Bro. Ed was
raised in the Valpo church and found
his Lord while worshipping here. He
nowhas earned a degree in nursingand
will look for employment in the South
Bend/Elkhart area. Wewish themboth
God's richest blessings as they move
from their first home together to one
they have bought near Elkhart. We'll
be looking forwardto lots ofvisits when
theycometovisitEd'sparents, Bro. Ed,
Sr. and Sis. Caroline Lester. A farewell
gathering for Ed and Triciawill be held
on Sunday, April 27, following after
noon services.

Sis. Leona Bucher (Bro. Merle) has
plans for hip surgery early inMay. Our
prayers arewithherprior to andduring
the time of surgery.

Today Bob is driving our son in law,
Dick Pelath, to the University of Chi
cagowhere Dick is receivingtwo chemo
treatments weekly. This is Dick's third
round of chemo and he remains opti
mistic and full ofhope. Bob considers it
such a blessing that they are able to



May 2008

travel togetherto these appointments.
Don't forget where we're located if

you're traveling across Indiana. We're
on State Rd S. just 2 ¼ miles South of
U.S. 30. Our services are at 10:30 and
12:30 each Sunday. A warm welcome
awaits you.

INDIANA
WEST LAFAYETTE

Darlene Walder
Hollie Meister

Easter came somewhat early this
year and while we remembered Christ'
suffering and death during the month
ofMarch, we were given the opportu
nityto share in the emblemsofCommu
nion thismonth andbe reminded again
of the great price Jesus paid for each
and everyone ofus. WethankourElder
Bro. Curt Frank and Elder Bro. Steve
Gutwein in lending themselves on this
special evening, April 12.

We rejoice at the coming of a new
member to the Moser household. Bro.
Jeff and Sis. Gretchen welcome Joah
Grey into their lives and hearts. Very
excited first time maternal grandpar
ents are Bro. Rod and Sis. Beth Steffen
fromCissnaPark and also thankful pa
ternal grandparents are Bro. Mark and
Sis. Wanda Moser from Bluffton. May
God bless you in raising this precious
son to love the Lord.

We appreciate those that visited our
congregation this pastmonth and espe
cially those that served in the ministry.
Elder Bro. Lynn Stieglitz (Leo) was
with us, as well as the extended
Stieglitz family for a reunion. Also vis
iting and serving so willingly were
Bros. Dan Beer (Milford), Doyle
Frauhiger (Bluffton North), Steve
Stieglitz (Leo), and John Lehman
(Wolcott). Thanks, Brothers.

We continue to pray for Bro. Leon
and Sis. Reva Waibel. Last month we
reportedSis. Revahavinggone through
surgery. She is now recuperating and
Bro. Leon underwent a surgery this
month. What an example of an amaz
ingly strong and faithful couple they
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are. We pray for God's healingand pro
vision in these hours ofneed for them.

Our dear Bro. Les Meister has laid
downhis cross andpickeduphis crown.
For several years he assembled with us
in his quiet and patient way growing
older in years. Bro. Dick and Sis.
Sharon faithfully cared for his needs
and will be blessed by God for their
manydeeds ofkindness. We extend our
sympathy and prayers at his passing to
his family, son Bob and children, and
Bro. Dick and Sis. Sharon and their
sons, Rob and Kristin, Bro. Ryan and
Sis. Hollie and Bro. Rustin and Sis.
Amanda. Great-grandchildrenwill also
miss grandpaLes. Ourprayers arewith
you.

God bless each and every one ofyou
as we look forward towarmer tempera
tures here in theMidwest. It does seem
to be taking quite a longtimebut I need
to remember to refrain from murmur
ing. I like the winter months but oh
those beautiful warm days of spring.
You almost can't replace them.

INDIANA, WOLCOTT
Lynell Blume
Erica Blume

Spring is often labeled as a "time of
newlife." Anewlife in the formofapre
cious babyboywasbornto Bro. Michael
andSis. EricaWagenbachonMarch31.
JacobJoeljoins siblings, Kaleb, Daniel,
Joshua, Timothy and Anne, who wel
come and love him. Thankful grand
parents are Bro. Irv and Sis. Shirley
Furrer andBro. Gerald and Sis. Bonnie
Wagenbach (Oakville, IA).

"But he was wounded for our trans
gressions, hewasbruised forour iniqui
ties: the chastisement ofour peace was
upon him; and with his stripes we are
healed."

Isaiah 53:5

We were once again privileged to go
to Calvary's hill andreview the death of
our precious Saviour at our Holy Com
munion service on April 13. What a
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humbling experience to think of the
great price that was paid for our sins!
We certainly thank Elder Bros. Jon
Schmidgall (Sis. Julie; Oakville, IA)
and Earl Ringger (Sis. Dixie; Gridley,
IL) for so lovingly and willingly assist
ing our Elder Bro. Dan Kilgus (Sis.
Jenna; Remington, IN) in serving us
the broken bread and cup ofwine. We
were reminded that our dear Lord not
only suffered and died from all the
physical wounds to His body, but also
from the weight of sin from all man
kind.

Realizingthat sin has been apart of
their lives and wanting to take advan
tage ofthe shedblood ofJesus, our new
converts are Clint Blume (Bro. Larry
and Sis. Lynell); Harold Lehman
(June); Rodney and Jennifer Ross; Me
lissa Blanding (Michael); Joshua
Furrer (Bro. Troy and Sis. Lisa). Our
congregation rejoices, as do the angels
in Heaven. We pray that the Lord will
lead them through a true repentance.

Isaac Lehman (Bro. Rob and Sis.
Beckie) and Sis. Maria Lehman (Bro.
Greg and Sis. MaryBeth) were surgical
patients this month. May the healing
touch of the Great Physician be upon
both of them.

We are thankful for ministers who
labor on our behalf. Bro. John Lehman
(Sis. Ruth Ann) gave us much food for
thought at our topical Bible study enti
tled "A Balanced Life" on March 26.
Though we live in this world, we must
balance that with not being a part of
this world!

IOWA, BLOOMFIELD
Christy Wiegand

Where God in truth abides,
Where two join hand and heart,
We find a three-fold cord,
Not lightly rent apart.
Zion's Harp #79 v.3

March 16 was the wedding day for
Sis. Jenny Schock and Bro. Kyle
Banwart. Happy parents of the couple
are Bro. Dale and Sis. Teresa Schock
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and Bro. Kent and Sis. Beth Banwart
(West Bend, IA). We rejoice with this
couple and pray for God's blessings as
theymake their first home inAmes, IA.
There were many visiting ministers
here for thewedding: ElderBro. Wayne
Grimm (Sis. Rose, West Bend, IA), Bro.
Duane Metzger (Sis. Ruth, West Bend,
IA), Bro. Kevin Banwart (Sis. Sandy,
West Bend, IA), Bro. Gerald
Wagenbach (Sis. Bonnie, Oakville, IA),
and Bro. Brad Funk (Sis. Laura, Gar
den Grove, IA).

OnMarch 29 we shared in the bless
ingofHolyCommunion. We are thank
ful that Elder Bro. Dennis Warner (Sis
Esther, Lester, IA) could be with us for
this special time, as we commemorated
all the Savior has done forus. We thank
Bro. Dennis for his labors of love
preaching the Word of God to us on
Sunday also.

It was recently made known that
Brent Wuthrich (Bro. Roger and Sis.
DeAnn) and Erica Knapp (Roger and
Debbie) are engaged to be married. We
rejoice with them as they make plans
for their future together.

WithMother'sDay approaching, we
want to remember our Mothers and
thank them for their love and support
and for teachingus about God's love by
word and example.

IOWA, BURLINGTON
Karla Gerst

Dixie Messner

Hallelujah! The Lord arose.
Our ransom now is paid.
The Son is victor over death;
Who're believes is saved.

Hymns ofZion # 257, us. 5

Truly Easter is a time to reflect on
our salvation. How wonderful to know
that Christ hung on that cross so our
sins could be forgiven. Wewere thank
ful to have Elder Bros. Ben Walder
(Congerville) and Jon Schmidgall
(Oakville) here to serve us Holy Com
munion.

A void is left in our congregation as
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we bid farewell to Bro. Michael and Sis.
RachelMessner and their children, Mi
cah, Abigail and Paul. We wish them
God's blessings as theymove to Minne
sota and join the Winthrop congrega
tion.

We are thankful Sis. Charity
Scheitlin is well enough to come to
church again.

We were saddened to hear of the
passing of Bro. Robert Schrock (Sis.
Edith, Oakville). He is the brother of
Sis. Lois Wiegand of our congregation.
We always enjoyed seeingBro. Bob and
Sis. Edith at our monthly singings in
Burlington.

Note of Thanks:
We thank you very much for your

cards, gifts, concern, and prayers dur
ing Ethan's recent illness. It was
greatly appreciated!

Matt, Monica, Madelaine, Lydia, &
Ethan Eisenmann

IOWA,ELGIN
Gloria Frieden

Anew, Lord, we are bound to Thee
Through Thy blest sacrament, which

we
Partook, that joined in heart and

hand;
To Zion's realm and holy land
We journey on.

Zion's Harp #200

With humble, thankful hearts we
took a trip to Calvary and remembered
the greatprice ourLordpaid forour sal
vation, and then partook ofHoly Com
munion. Renewed and refreshed in the
Spirit, now, we journey on to greater
faithfulness and appreciation. Our sin
cere thanks to Elder Bros. Gerry
Hertzel (Sis. Ellen, Sabetha, KS) and
Wayne Grimm (West Bend, IA) for
serving us this blest sacrament. Bro.
Duane Metzger (Sis. Ruth, West Bend,
IA) was also with us on this special day
and we thank each one for their labors
of love on our behalf.

The wedding engagement of Bro.
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Caleb Knobloch (Bro. Jim and Sis.
Marcy) to Sis. Miranda Luthi (Bro.
Troy and Sis. Vanessa, Congerville, IL)
was made known and we want to wish
them God's direction and blessings as,
together, they seek His will for their
lives.

May this be the prayer on the heart
ofBro. Ben Frieden (Bro. Floyd and Sis.
Jan) as he comes to the close ofhis high
school education.

Guide me as I journey on,
And in the choices that I make.
Be my guide, and walk with me,
Every step I take.
Be within the very heart
Of all I say and do and be.
And fill my life abundantly with love
That comes from Thee.

Bro. Tim and Sis. Kathy Butikofer
are thankful for the safe arrival oftheir
new grandson, Noah Fisher Benson
(Nick and Meg). Great-grandparents
are Bro. Paul and Sis. Millie Butikofer
andBro. Alvin andSis. Phyllis Banwart
(West Bend, IA).

IOWA, IOWA CITY
Diana Butikofer

Mother's Day and Father's Day are
nearly here and I'm reminded ofGod's
command, "Honor thy father and thy
mother: that thydaysmaybe longupon
the land which the LORD thy God giv
eth thee." (Ex. 20:12) Our God is also
ourFather-in fact, He is ourbest ever,
even perfect, example ofwhat a parent
should be. Letus give thanks and strive
to show the same grace and love to our
children and the rest ofHis children.

We want to thank Elder Bro. Jim
Plattner (Sis. Marlene, Princeville, IL)
for sharing God's Word with us on a
Wednesday evening.

IOWA, LESTER
Gloria Moser
Polly Metzger

"For ye shall go out with joy and be
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led forth with peace ... "
Isaiah 55: 12

We are so thankful two of our dear
converts have been announced for
peace, Maura Knobloch (Bro. Stan and
Sis. Dawn) andWhitneyMetzger (Bro.
Blair and Sis. Julie). May they continue
to look to the Lord forHis guidance and
direction, and may they feel His many
blessings.

Several dear ones have been hospi
talized this past month: Sis. Zelma
Knoblock, Sis. Deb Metzger (Bro.
Tom), Sis. Marie Knobloch (Bro. Ezra),
Bob Molitor (Carol), Sis. Emma
Knobloch, Sis. EmmaGerber, andCade
Knobloch (Bro. Stan and Sis. Dawn).
We have many dear souls in our com
munity facing and undergoing treat
ment, and we pray that they will feel
God's nearness, and that His healing
hand will be with each one.

We appreciate the efforts ofourmin
istering brothers and our visiting
brothers as well. Bro. Kent Mogler
(Minneapolis, MN), Bro. Bruce Frank
(Cissna Park, IL) and Bro. Roger
Aberle (Sabetha, KS) have been among
us and we wish them God's continued
blessings. On April 10, Elder Bro. Ron
Messner (Washington, IL) and Bro.
Roger Aberle (Sabetha, KS) were here
for an informational meeting of the
A.C. Home for theHandicapped.We ap
preciate their efforts in this presenta
tion and ask God's continued blessings
on the work of those involved in the
Home.

On April 12, Morris Metzger (Bro.
Glen and Sis. Joyce) and Tonya Moser
became engaged. We wish them God's
blessings as they make plans for their
future together.

Our heartfelt sympathy goes with
those who have lost loved ones. Bro.
Raymond Feucht (Gridley, IL) passed
awayMarch 27. Bro. Ray lived all ofhis
life (except the last four) in Lester. He
was a dedicated and loving member of
our church. We extend our deepest
sympathy to his wife, Sis. Marge, and
his children, Delores (Abdellah)
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Elhabbassi (West Linn, OR), Sis.
Jeanette Feucht (Gridley, IL), Bro.
Curt (Sis. Beth, Washington, IL), Sis.
Sonia (Bro. Brandon) Endress
(Gridley, IL), and his grandchildren.
He is also survived by his sister, Sis.
Emma Gerber; a brother, Paul (Josie);
a sister-in-law, Sis. MarthaFeucht; and
abrother-in-law, Bro. Phil (Sis. Donna)
Mogler, all of Lester. Sis. Emily
Leuthold passed away on April 1. She,
too, was awonderful example tous. Our
deepest sympathy is extended to her
husband, Bro. Art, and her children,
Bro. Jim (Sis. Betty), Bro. Chuck (Sis.
Vicki), Carl (Deb), Mary (Jerry)
TerWee, Carol (Bob) Molitor, Martha
(Jerry) Dracht, Bro. Doug (Sis.
Charlene), Ken (ReNae), and many
grandchildren and great-grandchil
dren. She is also survived by her sister,
Sis. MarthaFeucht, ofLester. MayGod
comfort each of these dear families in
the days ahead, andmaywe continue to
pray for each one.

IOWA, OAKVILLE
Sharla Wiegand

Believingthat it is God'swill, the en
gagement of Sis. Krystal Knapp (Bro.
Brian and Sis. Lorna) and Bro. Jacob
Knobloch of Lamont-Gridley (Bro.
Tom and Sis. Jeri) was announced on
March 16.

We appreciated having Bro. Bruce
Frank (Cissna Park, IL) minister to us
on March 16.

First-time parents, Bro. Jeremyand
Sis. Brittny Steiner, welcomed Mia
Jean on March 22 into their family cir
cle. Thankful grandparents are Bro.
John and Sis. Carol Steiner and Bro.
Jeff and Sis. Monti Wagenbach.

Our dear Bro. Robert Schrock left
this life on April 8 to be with the Lord.
May God comfort his wife, Sis. Edith,
and their children, Debra (Larry)
Fountain of Des Moines, Ann (Greg)
Johnson ofWapello, Jill (Jeff) Lucas of
Fort Madison, Bill (Karen) Schrock of
Mediapolis, Joseph Schrock ofKalona,
and Dan (Ruthann) Schrock ofNorth
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Liberty. Bro. Bob was always sure to
meet everyone and shared a hearty
handshake.

Elder Bro. Kent Heimer (Taylor,
MO) helped serve Holy Communion on
April 5. It is a precious time to remem
ber what our Lord and Saviour did for
us.

IOWA, WEST BEND
Janet Fehr

Sue Schneider
Little Sophie Jo Massner entered

this world onMarch 18 into the lives of
thankful Bro. Dallas and Sis. Christy.
This makes a playmate for big brother,
Caleb. Celebrating the joy of another
grandchild would be Bro. Dennis and
Sis. Gail Massner and Bro. Curt and
Sis. Kathy Frank (Oakville, IA).

We recently shared the Lord's Sup
per together in Holy Communion. As
sisting our Elder Bro. Wayne Grimm
was Elder Bro. Paul Messner (Sis.
Janet, Winthrop, MN). We appreciated
having him here to share a sacred and
blessed evening.

A few people from our congregation
have experienced hospital stays in the
pastmonth. Ralph (Melanie) Bormann,
Miriam Frieden and Sis. Kathy (Bro.
Leland) Metzger have each received
medicalassistance, andwithGod's help
we hope are all on the road to recovery.

April 13 was a special Lord's day as
wewitnessed thewedding ofSis. Karen
Zaugg (Bro. Pat and Sis. Julie) and Bro.
Blaine Koehl (Bro. Karl and Sis. Mari
lyn, Morris, MN). We will miss Sis. Ka
ren's presence in our congregation, but
pray for God's nearness in their mar
riage at their home in Morris. Visiting
ministers here for the weekend were
the following: Elder Bro. Dennis
Warner (Sis. Esther, Lester, IA), Bro.
Gary Brown (Sis. Jane, Forrest, IL),
Bro. Beirne Messner (Sis. Joyce, Mor
ris, MN), Bro. Roy Koehl (Sis. Jenell,
Morris, MN) and Bro. Leland Plattner
(Sis. Mary, Zapata, TX). MayGodrichly
bless each onewho cametobewithus.

Elder Bro. Ron Messner (Sis. Pam,
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Washington, IL) andBro. RogerAberle
(Sis. LaVonne, Sabetha, KS) were in
West Bend for a Friday eveningpresen
tation on theApostolic ChristianHome
for the Handicapped. It was attended
by varying age groups and was both in
formative and interesting.

Onemoreministerblesseduswith a
visit this month. Bro. Paul and Sis.
Shawn Schmidgall and their family
(Morris, MN) were here the first week
end in April.

Wewere saddened to hear that Dave
(Lynn) Petersen's father, Norm,
passed away onApril 14. May God pro
vide comfort and healing to each one
that was affected by this loss.

"Be still, and know that I am God: I
will be exalted among the heathen, I
will be exalted in the earth. The Lord of
hosts is with us; the God ofJacob is our
refuge. Selah."

Psalm 46:10-11

JAPAN, TOKYO
Jana Klaus

Our Easter Sunday was blessed as
we had a full church, even some first
time visitors, with the Easter service in
the morning and the Sunday School
program in the afternoon. As always,
many in the congregation participated
in song or reading, but the main part
was the children presenting songs and
recitations in both Japanese and Eng
lish. A special part was when all the
mothers ofthe Sunday School children
came up front to join their children in
singing two favorite Sunday School
songs (inJapanese)- "ShallWe Gather
at theRiver" and "JesusLovesMe".We
pray that once again as the beautiful
and all-important message of Easter
went out, that hearts were touched.

A couple carloads from our Tokyo
congregation were able to travel out to
the countrychurch, Shioda, to be apart
of the minister ordination of Bro.
Akihiro (Sis. Carrie) Ito on April 6. It
was truly a blessed and encouraging
day andwejust praise God for this will-
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ing couple to carry on in His work in
Shioda. Our prayers and support are
with them.

We so enjoyed avisit fromBro. Andy
and Sis. Chris Aberle (Tremont, IL) as
they were back for the first time since
they left eight years ago when they
spent a fewyears in Tokyo withAndy's
work. It felt so normal to have them a
part of our congregation again and to
hear Bro. Andy in the afternoon Bible
class. Sis. Chris was also able to attend
the once-a-month Thursday ladies
meeting, which she often went to while
she was here. We thank them for com
ing and hope they come again soon,
with their boys, Ben and Drew.

KANSAS, BERN
Jill Meyer

RitaMenold
We rejoice with Matt Kaeb (Bro.

Paul and Sis. Joan), Lauri Stoller (Bro.
Arden and Sis. Dar), and Almanza and
Sheila Strahm (Bro. Kyle and Sis.
Peggy), as they brought forth their tes
timonies and were baptized the week
end ofApril 19-20. We thankElderBro.
KentHeimer (Sis. Jan, Taylor, MO) for
sharingthe weekend with us, as well as
Elder Bro. Gerry Hertzel (Sis. Ellen,
Sabetha, KS) and Bro. Cory Metzger
(Sis. Jodi, Wichita, KS).

Carson Michael joined the family of
Bro. Clint and Sis. Kristi Strahm on
April 10! Excited siblings are Katrina
and Kelsey. Thankful grandparents
are Bro. Curt and Sis. Ellen Strahm
(Sabetha, KS), and Bro. Marvin and
Sis. Mary Bachtold (Forrest, IL).

Our hearts rejoice when two souls,
led by faith, have been drawn together
to become one in the Lord. Bro. Jason
Kaeb (Bro. Paul and Sis. Joan) was an
nounced to Sis. Maggi Eisenbise (Bro.
Dave and Sis. Sheri, Sabetha, KS). We
pray that God will lead them as they
plan for a lifetime together!

We appreciate Elder Bro. Art Metz
(Sis. Betty, Silverton, OR) being with
us the weekend ofApril 5-6, as we par
took ofHoly Communion.
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Our prayers are with Sis. Anna
Esslinger (Bro. Dennis and Sis. Gerty,
Bloomfield, IA), as she starts her career
as a travelingphysical therapist. At the
time ofthis writing, Sis. Anna is assem
bling with the Sarasota, FL, congrega
tion. We pray that God will watch over
and protect her in her travels.

KANSAS, FORT SCOTT
Martin Hohulin

We welcome home after a long win
ter vacation in Arizona, Bro. Bob and
Sis. Betty Lemons. They helped to get
ready for themid-winter Conference in
Phoenix and were able to hear minis
ters from many places.

We offer our sympathy to Sisters
Julie Bahr and Gloria Fischer. Bro.
Raymond Feucht (formerly of Lester,
IA, but lately ofGridley, IL) lost his life
on a slick road the last week ofMarch.
Less than a week later, Sis. Emily
Leuthold was relieved of her earthly
suffering at Lester, IA. Sis. Julie was a
niece to both of them. Sis. Gloria lost a
dear aunt, Sis. Lucille Streitmatter
Thomas-Beyer. She was the wife ofthe
late retired New York Elder. These
three souls had made preparations for
their final departure.

Sis. Juanita Sinn underwent sur
gery and her husband, Bro. Wayne, re
quired emergency room treatment.
Both are back in church again.

Sis. Jan Boge's mother, Vera Ebel,
of Spencer, IA, had surgery and is re
covering in the home of Sis. Jan and
Bro. Bill. In the same family, son Mi
chael Boge and GloryannaWilson have
announced their engagement. God's
blessings to them for a happy and suc
cessful marriage.

Bro. Larry and Sis. Julie Bahr and
Bro. Jeff and Sis. Gloria Fischer have
moved to the Kansas-Missouri state
line. Bothpurchased lovelyhomes with
acreagejust amile fromeach other. The
Bahrs' home was built by Bro. Wayne
and Sis. Juanita who have moved into
Fort Scott. Bothplaces will afford room
for the children to work and play. Each
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home is in a different state. Bro. Jeffs
address is in the new ministers' book.
Bro. Larry's address is Rt. 1, Box 51,
Fort Scott, KS 66701.

Due to a crowded schedule, the
Sunday school children performed
their EasterprogramafterGoodFriday
services. The voices of the children
were a fitting end to this important ser
vice.

Wewere thankful forvisitingminis
ters, Elder Bro. John Lehman (Sis.
Connie) and Elder Bro. Wayne
Banwart for Communion services. On
April 20, Elder Bro. Curt Frank (Sis.
Lyla, LaCrosse, IN) paid a first time
visit to the Fort Scott church. Both
messages were timely and well deliv
ered.

Last, but not least, our dear young
friend, Melanie Banwart, age 13,
started her repentance that day. She
and her older sisters, Sis. Andrea and
Sis. Emily, are natives of India. They
were adopted by Bro. Gene and Sis.
Linda Banwart. Praise God for His re
deeming grace!

KANSAS, KIOWA
Janice Bahr

Jenny Stewart

When shadows grow long in the eve
ning

When birds wing their way back
home,

I get a heavenly feeling,
It's sunset and I'm going home.
God paints the clouds in the evening

sky,
To show me the way to the palace on

high,
And stars mark the pathway lest my

feet should roam,
It's sunset and I'm going home.

Gospel Hymns #812

These are the precious words that
we sangat the graveside ofour dearSis.
FlorenceGuthrie, who fell asleep in the
loving arms ofher Saviour this month
at the age of92 ½. Sis. Florence was an
active and very faithful sister here in
Kiowa, right up to the time she was
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called home, and it won't be quite the
same to go to church Bible study,
singings, Wednesday evening and rest
home services, etc. and not have her
there. We wish to extend our deepest
sympathy to her family and pray that
the beautiful gift ofmemory that God
has given us will be a comfort until the
Lord unites us again in Heaven.

We are so grateful that our dear
friend Sheryl Farney is again home af
ter a malfunction with a port that
nearly took her life. The doctors told
her that this is always fatal but the
power of prayer is more powerful than
medicine, and the good Lord still has a
reason for Sheryl to be with us. Maywe
always pray. It is the greatest gift we
can give to one another, and all it costs
is our time.

With Memorial Day approaching,
may we remember to thank our Lord
for setting our souls free, and may we
remember to thankourveterans for the
freedoms we enjoy in the wonderful
USA, and keep them in our prayers.

It will soon be time for graduation,
and Blake Wagenbach (Bro. Ken and
Sis. Laura) and Joshua Stewart (Bro.
Kelly and Sis. Jenny) will be starting
high school in the fall. Also, Sis. Tifani
and Sis. Chelsie Bahr (Bro. Jeffand Sis.
Janice) will be graduating fromcollege.
It is so excitingtowatch andprayto see
just where the Lordwill lead Blake and
Josh inhigh school, and Sis. Tifand Sis.
Chel in life. To these, our precious
young people, we extend our love and
congratulations, and these beautiful
words of a favorite scripture:

"Trust in the Lord with all thine
heart; and lean not unto thine own un
derstanding. In all thy ways acknowl
edge Him and He shall direct thy
paths."

Proverbs 3:5-6

God bless you!
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KANSAS
LAMONT-GRIDLEY

Ester Knobloch

"And when he had given thanks, he
brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is my
body, which is broken foryou: this do in
remembrance ofme."

I Car. 11:24

OnApril 5 we were reminded ofthe
price of our redemption as we partook
ofHoly Communion. We thank Elder
Bro. Aaron Steffen (Alto, MI) for being
here to help serve us and for bringing
forth the Word on Sunday.

God has provided anotherminister
ing brother for our congregation. Bro.
Ron Isch (Sis. Jane) has been called to
serve from the pulpit. We praythe Holy
Spirit will always direct him and give
him words of truth to speak in clarity.

We rejoicewith the angels in heaven
that our dear friend, Liz Isch (Justin),
has turned her heart to the Lord in
humble repentance. We pray God will
be near her as she begins to walk the
path of life.

KANSAS, SABETHA
Rebekah Beyer
Carrie Grimm

In the old rugged cross,
Stained with blood so divine,
A wondrous beauty I see;
For 'twas on that old cross
Jesus suffered and died
To pardon and sanctify me.

Hymns ofZion #168, us. 3

As the Easter season has come and
gone, let us always remember the price
our dear Savior paid so that we may
have the hope of everlasting life with
Him. We shared Good Friday services
with the Bern, KS, congregation.

OnMarch23, it was announced that
our converts, Levi Grimm (Bro. Kevin
and Sis. Nita), Jodi Grimm (Bro. Kevin
and Sis. Nita), and Lena Hartter (Bro.
David and Sis. Beth), are at peace with
God andman and desire baptism. Lord
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willing, the approving and baptisms
will be May 3 and 4.

We rejoice with Bro. John Hartter
(Bro. Timothy and Sis. Charleen) and
Sis. TeresaKaeb (Bro. Eric andSis. Lou
Ann, Cissna Park, IL) as they an
nounced their engagement. Theirwed
ding is planned for June 29 at Cissna
Park. We also rejoice with Sis. Maggi
Eisenbise (Bro. Dave and Sis. Shari)
andBro. JasonKaeb (Bro. Paul and Sis.
Joan, Bern, KS) as their engagement
has also been made known. May God
guide both ofthese couples as they plan
for their upcoming wedding and mar
riage.

Our Sabetha congregation held an
InvitedGuestweekendonApril 5-6. We
were thankful to have visiting minis
ters, Bro. Justin Koch (Sis. Marcia,
Washington, IL), Bro. Darren Fehr
(Sis. Nora, West Bend, IA) and Bro.
Larry Bahr (Sis. Julie, Fort Scott, KS)
who were willing servants and shared
God'sHolyWordwithus. Itwas truly a
blessedweekend offellowship andwor
ship.

We are thankful for the safe arrival
of Bro. Curt and Sis. Ellen Strahm's
new grandson. Bro. Clint and Sis.
Kristi Strahm (Bern, KS) welcome
CarsonMichael into their family circle.

The Sabetha church hosted the El
der Conference Agenda Committee
meetingonApril 17 and 18. ElderBros.
Art Nohl (Sis. Sandra, Morris, MN),
Curtis Frank (Sis. Lyla, LaCrosse, IN),
Phillip Stettner (Sis. Maureen,
BlufftonNorth, IN), and our ElderBro.
Gerry Hertzel (Sis. Ellen) served on
this committee. We shared a blessed
evening Wednesday April 16, with the
Bern, KS, congregation as thesewilling
brothers ministered on our behalf. We
pray they feel God's nearness and guid
ance.

Our prayers continue to bewith Sis.
Jeryl Grimm (Bro. Doug), LaVon
Wenger (Sis. Erma), and Sis. Barbara
Edelman (Cliff) as they have had chal
lenges ofthe flesh. Ourprayers are also
withSis. KomariAberle (Bro. Rick) and
her family as her father has spent time
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in the hospital. We keep these dear
souls in our prayers for healing and re
covery.

When remembering how Jesus suf
fered and died on that old rugged cross,
may our burdens be lightened and we
strive to walk a closer walk with Him.

KANSAS, WICHITA
Emma Miller

We rejoice with Bro. Cory and Sis.
Jodi Metzger over the birth of their
fourth child, Truman Layne Metzger.
He iswarmlywelcomedbyhisbrothers,
Harrison andLandon, his sister Claire,
as well as his maternal grandparents,
Bro. Maxand Sis. JudyReimchisel, and
his paternal grandmother, Sis. Dorene
Metzger.

Bro. Al Langhofer is able to assem
ble with us in spite of recently being
hospitalized because of his afflictions.
We praise God for granting Bro. Al the
strength and desire to be present in our
fellowship.

We have two special events which
we are looking forward to. First, and
most important, is the privilege ofpar
taking of Holy Communion the last
weekend in April and the other event,
the annualMother-DaughterBanquet,
is planned for the following Saturday.
Communion includes thinking ofwhat
God has done for us and the
Mother-Daughter Banquet helps us re
new former acquaintances.

Here is a thought to ponder: Yester
day is history, Tomorrow is a mystery,
Today is agift, That is whywe call it the
present.

MEXICO, IXTLAN
Matt Gerber

"And the Lord makeyou to increase
and abound in love one toward another,
and toward all men, even as we do to
ward you: To the end he may stablish
your hearts unblameable in holiness
before God, even our Father, at the
comingofourLordJesusChristwith all
his saints."
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I Thess. 3:12-13

Ministering Bro. Seth Gerber from
Magdalena visited in April for two
weeks and shared the Word with us.
Sis. Ruth Cervantes (Tecati, Mexico)
arrived to beginwork asAdministrator
for the new school we plan to open in
August. Construction on the school is
nearing completion and internal plan
ning is beginning full swing. We ask for
your prayers for wisdom and spiritual
understanding as we begin this impor
tant phase of preparation. Also please
pray Godwould cause Sis. Ceci and Sis.
Estela's health struggles to work out
for His glory and for opportunities to
minister to others who are suffering.

MEXICO, MAGDALENA
Gloria Gonzalez
Carissa Schlipf

iSaludos de amor en el nombre de
Cristo, nuestro Salvador!

"Blessed be the God and Father of
our LordJesus Christ, which according
to his abundantmercyhathbegottenus
againunto alivelyhopebytheresurrec
tion ofJesus Christ from the dead,"

1 Peter 1:3

To God be the glory for the living
hopewe have in the deathand resurrec
tion of our Savior Jesus Christ!

"And whatsoever ye do, do it heart
ily, as to the Lord, and not unto men;
Knowing that of the Lord ye shall re
ceive the reward ofthe inheritance: for
ye serve the Lord Christ."

Colossians 3:23, 24

In March we hosted three work
teams: two college groups from Illinois
State University andUniversity of Illi
nois/Bradley, and the Roanoke Bible
class. We are thankful for all the work
theyaccomplished on the church build
ing and group home, as well as the
many other projects that they com-
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pleted. The added fellowship was a
blessing and the extra prayer on-site
much appreciated.

The first CVE Board meeting ofthe
year was held here in Magdalena the
third week in March. We were glad to
have Elder Bros. Wayne Banwart
(Champaign, IL), Jon Kokanovich
(Phoenix, AZ), and Tom Hoffman
(Roanoke, IL) and Bro. Jerry Tooley
here with us, and also welcome new
CVE Board member, Bro. Sam
Hohulin. We are thankful for his will
ingness to play a part in this labor of
love.

"Whoso findeth a wife findeth a
good thing, and obtaineth favour ofthe
LORD."

Proverbs 22:18

The first weekend in April we cele
brated the recent marriage of Bro. Jon
and Sis. Amy Gerst with a reception
here inMagdalena. It was good to have
Jon and Amy back to visit and we wish
themGod's richest blessings as they es
tablish theirmarriage andnewhome in
Leo, IN.

"Unto himbe glory in the church by
Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world
without end. Amen."

Eph. 3:21

MICHIGAN, ALTO
Terri Huber
Rose Watson

It was ablessed event to witness the
marriage ofBro. AndyOesch (Bro. Tom
and Sis. Michelle) and Sis. Listyn
Capman (Tracy). We trust and pray
that they will look to God as they begin
their new journey together. Congratu
lations to you both.

We thank our kitchen committee
andhelperswho handled themenupor
tion and food preparation for the Re
gional Elder meeting this past month.
The visiting Elders were Bros. John
Jackson (Bay City), Mark Bahr (De
troit), Bill Schlatter (Sis. Emily, June-

SILVER LINING

tion), and Merle Hartzler (Sis. Bonnie,
Rittman).

It's that time again-wehave grad
uations comingup soon. Our congratu
lations go to Isaac Blough, Kammeran
Koehl, Justin Pratt, and Mike
Zaagman from high school, as well as
Sis. Stephanie Gerst, Sis. Holly
Plattner, ChadPardo and fiance' Jenny
Brennan as they graduated from col
lege. We pray for God's hand in all their
lives as they begin yet another journey
here on earth.

Our thoughts and prayers go out to
Sis. Helen Steffen, who lost her sister,
Sis. Goldi Steffen, ofBluffton, IN. Also
to the family ofSis. Virginia Schutte, a
faithful servant of the Lord, who died
peacefully at home on her dairy farm in
Alto that she and her dear departed
husband, Derry, started in 1950. Sis.
Virginia is survived by her children,
Sis. Louise Desotell, Sis. Susan (Bro.
Wes) Daniels, Steven (Sis. Sandy)
Schutte, Rudy, Marilyn, and many
grandchildren, brothers, sisters,
nieces, and nephews. We inAlto will al
ways remember Sis. Virginia's gentle
smile and her wonderful homemade
baked goods.

MICHIGAN, BAY CITY
Sarah Knochel

Janelle Ramseyer
Greetings of love in our Saviour's

name! We trust that you are enjoying
the beautiful springtime like we are in
Michigan.

We are thankful that Bro. Nate
Wieland (Sis. Suzanne, Goodfield, IL)
was able to spendEasterwithhis family
in Bay City and could share the Word
with us. The weekend ofMarch 29-30,
Elder Bro. Curt Frank (Sis. Lyla, La
Crosse, IN) assisted our Elder Bro.
JohnJackson in sharingHoly Commu
nion with our congregation. We thank
these dear brothers for their labors on
our behalf.

We trust that the Lord's healing
strength will be with those who have
beenunder physician care recently. We
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pray for Norm (Sis. Linda)
Andrzjewski, Sis. Eileen Knochel, Bro.
Eugene (Sis. Carol) Meylan, and Bro.
Glen (Sis. Maria) Ruegsegger.

Our sympathy is extended to Sis.
Marilyn Meylan and her family in the
loss of her mother, Nellie Knochel.

MICHIGAN, DETROIT
Manuela Denes
Tamra Coughlin

We all know the rhyme "April show
ers bringMay flowers". Well, we have
n't had too many days with showers yet
the spring flowers are in full bloom.
What we have had in abundance, how
ever, are showers of blessings.

"Ifye have faith as a grain ofmus
tard seed, ye shall say unto this moun
tain, Remove hence to yonder place;
and it shall remove; and nothing shall
be impossible unto you."

Matthew 17:20

We shared abeautiful Saturday eve
ning listeningto Sis. MelindaLanski as
she gave her testimony before the con
gregation. It is always so moving to
hear how a soul can overcome various
struggles and come to the Lord and be
born again. We were then so happy to
embrace her as a sister in Christ on
Sunday and are thankful that her hus
band, Todd, and daughters, Katie and
Meredith, could share in the joy that
she has in her life. We especially want
to thank Elder Bro. Aaron Steffen (Sis.
Loretta) for being here on Saturday
night to assist ourElderBro. Markwith
this very important work.

"But let aman examine himself, and
so lethim eat ofthat bread, and drinkof
that cup."

I Corinthians 11:28

It is so hard to believe that another
year has passed since we shared Com
munion. We prepare our hearts for this
time and are so fortunate to be able to
share the Lord's Supper with our
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brothers and sisters in Christ. Many
thanks go outtoBro. JohnJackson (Sis.
Peggy) from our Bay City, MI, congre
gation for assisting Bro. Mark in this
solemn rite. Howblessed we were to be
able to partake of the bread and wine
for yet another season.

Our thoughts and prayers go out to
those who have lost loved ones in the
past month. Sis. Mary Weigele (Bro.
Ernie) is mourning the loss of her
mother, Sis. Florence Guthrie, of the
Kiowa, KS, congregation. Sis. Bonnie
Popp lost a dear aunt, Mary Maletic,
and Bro. Russ Rambeau and his wife,
Ginny, bid farewell to her father, Rich
ard Rogers. May the Lord grant His
peace unto them all.

We never want to forget those who
have not been able to worship with us
on a weekly basis, whether it be due to
ill health or hospitalization. Our
prayers and thoughts go to Sis. Perseda
Wieland, Sis. AnnTachar, Sis. Kathryn
Losiewicz, Bro. Hartzel Kaisner (Sis.
Mary), and Bro. Willard Bahr (Sis.
Eloise). Bro. Warren and Sis. Kay
Rauhe are pleased to announce the
graduation of their son, Kevin, and his
wife, Debbie, fromMichigan StateUni
versity, both with bachelor degrees.
May they find success and satisfaction
in their chosen careers.

We'd also like to send a note of
thanks to Bro. Doug Harmon (Toledo,
OH) and his father, Bro. Howard
Harmon, and in-laws, Bro. Gale and
Sis.Janet Stoller, for comingto conduct
services for the month ofApril at our
home for the aged, Woodhaven. Also
visiting this month were Elder Bro.
Kevin Ryan (Sis. Cheryl, Rockville, CT)
and Bro. Ted Steffen (Sis. Sandy, Alto,
MI). May theLordbless all whowork in
His vineyardto get theGoodWordout!

MINNESOTA
MINNEAPOLIS
MaryMogler

We shared a beautiful Communion
service April 30 as Elder Bro. Mike
Leman (Sis. Deb, Denver, CO) re-
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mindedus ofChrist's sacrificial love for
each of us. We were blessed to have
both Elder Bros. Mike and Art Nohl
(Sis. Sandra, Morris, MN) with us for a
special evening and again Sunday as
they brought the Word to us.

A wedding shower was held for Ty
lerMessner (Bro. Rick andSis. Brenda)
and Tisha Kroells in honor of their up
coming marriage on June 7.

June 29 is the wedding date set for
Brooke Kent (Darcy and Jill, and the
late Sis. Rachael Kent) and Ryan Fox.
We wish both these couples joy as they
make plans for their future together.

It was a blessing to have Bro. Rod
Bajema and his wife, Sis. Twyla
(Lester, IA), with us and appreciated
Bro. Rod's inspired message.

As we commemorate the 20th anni
versaryofour church, our congregation
is making plans for a reunion on Sep
tember 13-14 for all who lived in the
area and assembled with us over the
past 20 years. Lordwilling, we look for
ward to hosting and sharing the bless
ings ofspecialmemories oftheseyears.

MINNESOTA, MORRIS
Susie Wulf

Sheila Reuter
We were thankful for the visiting

ministers that shared God'sWordwith
us this month. They were Bro. Scott
Wegman (Taylor, MO), Bro. Dean
Messner (Winthrop, MN), Bro. Galen
Rokey (Bern, KS), Bro. David Hartter
(Sabetha, KS) and Bro. Gene Metzger
(Lester, IA). May the Lord richly bless
them for their efforts.

We rejoice with Bro. Josh and Sis.
Marcy Sundheim as they welcome
Cayden Douglas into their hearts and
home. He was welcomed home by big
brother Clint and grandparents, Bro.
Doug and Sis. JoyceWulf and Stephen
and Vicki Sundheim. May God be with
them as they raise their family.

April 12 was the wedding of Bro.
Blaine Koehl and Sis. Karen Zaugg
(West Bend, IA). Their parents areBro.
Karl and Sis. Marilyn Koehl and Bro.
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Pat and Sis. Julie Zaugg (West Bend,
IA). We pray God will be with them as
they begin their life together as one in
the Lord.

Our prayers are with Bro. Harold
Gramm and he has spent time in the
hospital. We trust the Lordwill be with
him and provide for him.

MINNESOTA, WINTHROP
Rachel Steiner

Julie Schmidt

"He is not here: for he is risen, as he
said."

Matthew 28:6

We are thankful for the price that
was paid on the cross and the hope that
we have ofeternal life. Eastermorning
had an extra blessing with a breakfast
put on by the Sunday School students
and teachers. We appreciate their con
tinued efforts and labors of love.

We pray for God's healing hand
upon our surgery patients this month,
Duane Messner (Mona) and Bro. Verl
Schmidt (Sis. Jamie).

"As we have therefore opportunity,
let us do good unto all men... "

Gal 6:10

A family World Relief Night was
held onMarch 29withmany ofour fam
ilies present to eagerly help packbeans.
Over one ton of beans were packaged
and labeled that evening. We thank our
WorldReliefReps for organizingoppor
tunities such as this.

MISSOURI, KANSAS CITY
Brittany Fehr

A farewell singingwas recently held
for Bro. Quinton and Sis. Heather
Snyder. They and their daughter,
Emma, have recently moved to Illinois
and have made Taylor, MO, their home
congregation. They are certainly
missed, but we trust that God will con
tinue to lead and bless them.
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MISSOURI, LAMAR
Becky Marti
Dana Braker

We were blessed this month to be
abletopartakeofHolyCommunion. El
derBro. DonBraker (Kansas City, MO)
was here to assist with the service. It
truly is a blessing to break from the
business of this world and remember
Christ's sufferings for us. Also here to
bring us God's Word this month was
Bro. Mark Schmidgall (Eureka, IL).

This month two couples made their
engagementknown tous. OnMarch 16,
Sis. Kayla Kellenberger (Bro. Curt and
Sis. Martha) was announced to Bro.
Matthew Schaffer (Bro. Kevin and Sis.
Martha) ofForrest, IL. OnApril 13, our
Elder Bro. Lawrence Luthi was an
nounced to Sis. BeckyMarti. Their par
ents are Bro. Raymond and Sis. Violet
Luthi and Bro. Charles and Sis. Alice
Marti. We wish these loved ones much
grace as they look forward to a new
walk together in the Lord.

Our sympathy and prayers are with
Bro. Bill and Sis. Sharon Dotterer and
familyonthepassingofhismother, Sis.
LaVina Dotterer (Eureka, IL).

MISSOURI, ST LOUIS
Betsy Schrenk

Our recent visiting ministers were
Elder Bro. Don Braker (Sis. Eileen,
Kansas City, MO), Bros. Greg Rassi
(Sis. Carla), Brad Eisenmann (Sis.
Cindy), and Lenny Meyer (Sis. Char
lotte), all of Chicago, and Bro. Jedd
Rocke (Sis. Marsha, Goodfield). We
thank them for their willing service on
our behalf.

With some sadness, our little con
gregation finished the 10thweek ofthe
Crown Financial Bible Study. Our fel
lowship has been richly blessed by get
ting together every week for this
endeavor. To have the Biblical direc
tion for everyaspect ofouruse ofmoney
and possessions presented in this com
prehensive studyhas been so veryhelp
ful and enlightening, urging us to
develop and keep a heavenly perspec-
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tive. As a visitingminister said a while
back, ifaman's treasure is here on this
earth, every day he is moving further
away from it. If his treasure is in
heaven, everydayhe ismovingcloser to
it.

MISSOURI, TAYLOR
Kathy Eberhardt

In the busyness of life, are we stay
ing in tune with the Holy Spirit and in
harmonywiththeHolyWord? Wecom
pleted our 10 week study of Biblical
Crown Financial. We have learned to
howtoviewour lives regardingfinance.
Our failure to view our present lives
through the lens ofeternity is one ofthe
biggest hindrances to seeing our lives
and our assets in their true light. Yet
scripture states that the reality of our
eternal future should determine the
character of our present lives and the
use of our money and possessions.
There are more than 2350 verses on
howtohandlemoneyandpossessions.

Jesus said more about money than
almost any other subject. This study
has brought our Taylor family closer in
fellowship and understanding each
other's difficulties and needs.

He who provides for this life, but
takes no care for eternity is wise for a
momentbut a fool forever. Jesus said it
this way, "For what shall it profit a
man, if he shall gain the whole world,
and lose his own soul?" (Mark 8:36)

We are excited about a new couple
relocating to the Taylor area. Bro.
Quinton and Sis. Heather, with little
Emma have come from Kansas City.

Joining us from Gridley, IL, was a
work team to help on His Ranch.
Thank you for all your work in this la
bor of love.

Bro. TomWaldbeser (Sis. Susan,At
lanta, GA) came to worship with us by
bringing forth the Word of Life, and
also helped on His Ranch.

ElderBro. KentHeimer shared aBi
ble Study on commitment. Each ofus is
allotted twenty-four hours every day,
to do what we choose. Arewe using our

33

time wisely? Is Jesus waiting to hear
fromus? Take time, make time or find
time to be with Jesus.

NEWYORK
CROGHAN-NAUMBURG

Hope Graves
Wewere thankful to haveElderBro.

Don Braker (Sis. Eileen, Kansas City,
MO) with us for the weekend ofApril
5-6. We shared a potluck together Sat
urday evening before listening to the
reading of the Memorandum. May the
Lord bless Bro. Don for his willingness
to travel to our congregation for the
weekend - we all received a blessing.

We were also blessed to have minis
tering Bro. Tom Bahler (Sis. LaNae,
Rockville, CT) come and share in the
reading of the Word on April 20. This
means so much to us, especially when
our Elder Bro. Duane Farney travels to
other congregations to assist in God's
work there.

Our prayers went out to Sis. Karen
Farney who was hospitalized in April.

Our sympathy extends to the family
of Bro. Gerald Lehman in the death of
hiswife, Lois, onMarch29. Ourprayers
are alsowith Sis. CeliaVirkler and fam
ily in the death of her brother, James
Beck, on April 7.

Wewere thankful to haveElderBro.
Mark Bahr (Sis. Bev, Detroit, MI)
travel to our area for the funeral ofBro.
John Rauhe on March 28.

As we look forward to the arrival of
summer, maywe always remember the
Hand who has formed all that our eyes
see and behold each day.

Consider ye mortals, the wonders of
nature,

Which God in wisdom did create.
Did not our Creator, in power and or

der,
for man His wondrous works instate?
How can we behold the great work of

creation
and not feel moved, His name to

praise?
From whom are these wonders?
0, give Him the glory!
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Our voice in honor to Him raise.
Hymns ofZion #49

OHIO,AKRON
MaraHenico
Rachel Pamer

Thou my everlasting portion
More than friend or life to me,
All along my pilgrim journey
Savior let me walk with Thee.

How thankful we are that God is
able to provide in all seasons oflife. This
monthmakes us aware ofthe many dif
ferent stations in life and various situa
tions which loved ones in our
congregation have recently encoun
tered. We are thankful for the safe re
turnofBro. Carl Graffromawork team
to Juarez and Sis. Michelle Hrubik
from a work team to Haiti.

We are also prayerful for the fami
lies ofour Sis. EstherFritz and ourBro.
Art Graf (Sis. Audrey), as well as Sis.
Emily Greenbank (mother of Bro.
Glen), as these three recently were
called to their heavenly home.

We are thankful thatBro. LeonGraf
and Sis. MaryAnnWeigle (Bro. Al) re
covered well from surgery and are
again able to assemble with us.

It is also ablessing to hear that Tom
Reljin (Zarko andHelen) has begun his
repentance and trust that God will be
especially near as he seeks peace with
men and God.

We rejoice with Bro. Adam (Bro.
Greg and Sis. Sarah) and Sis. Jeni
Henico (Bro. Bob and Sis. Shirley
Klotzle, Smithville) as they have been
joined as one in the Lord. Weare thank
ful that they plan to make Akron their
home church.

We were also blessed to be able to
have Communion services recentlyand
appreciated havingBro. Lynn Stieglitz
(Sis. Leonda, Leo) with us for that
weekend. We also were blessed to have
Bro. Ted Luginbuhl (Sis. Stephanie,
Smithville) to serve in the Word on a
separateoccasion. Wearethankful that
these brothers are willing to allow God
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to use them to speak the Truth and
trust that God will bless them now and
in eternity for their labors of love.

Note ofThanks:
The family of Bro. Art Grafwould

like to express their thankfulness for
the many expressions of love and sup
port during his decline and passing.
The prayers, visits, and cards meant so
much.

OHIO, COLUMBUS
Sarah Rufener

We have enjoyed a great number of
visiting ministers this month: Bro.
Mark Ramsier (Sis. Alice, Sardis, OH),
Elder Bro. Mark Masters (Sis.
Jeannine, Mansfield, OH), Bro. Don
Manz (Sis. Connie, Junction, OH), Bro.
Steve Frauhiger (Sis. Irene, Bluffton
North, IN), Bro. Mike Bauman, Jr. (Sis.
Lilly, Mansfield, OH) and Bro. Sam
Schlatter (Sis. Linda, Junction, OH).
Thank you for sound exhortation in
sharing the absolute Truth ofGod, and
your willingness to serve Him.

OnApril 5 we shared thatmost inti
mate blessingofHoly Communion. We
were thankful to have Elder Bro. Mark
Masters with us for this special eve
ning. "For as often as ye eat this bread,
and drink this cup, ye do shew the
Lord's death till he come." (1 Corinthi
ans 11:26)

Our congregationwas happy to host
an entire busload of visitors from Chi
cago onApril 19-20. Wegreatlyenjoyed
the fellowship and felt blessed to renew
old friendships andmake new acquain
tances. Elder Bro. Dale Eisenmann
(Sis. Judy), Bro. Virgil Metzger (Sis.
Mary) and Bro. Brad Eisenmann (Sis.
Cindy) lent themselves in theministry.
Thankyou for travelingthemanymiles
to encourage our small flock!

OHIO, JUNCTION
Vicki Boroff

Our congregation was blessed with
a new arrival on March 29 - Trenton
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Williamwas born to first-time parents,
Bro. Will and Sis. Joanna Manz. Ex
cited grandparents are Sis. Gwen and
Bro. KenManz, and Sis. Beth and Bro.
Max Kaeb (Cissna Park).

We were thankful to have Bro. Fred
Domka (Sis. Connie, Mansfield) bring
the Word to us.

Ourhospital patient thismonthwas
Bro. Eli Manz. We are thankful for his
recovery.

We were happy to hear that Angie
Manz was announced for peace and we
look forward to hearing her testimony
in the near future.

Thor Etter (Barb and Rob Brink,
and Len "Chip" Etter) married Casey
Pumphrey (Jim and Sandy Pumphrey)
onApril 12. We wish themGod's many
blessingsandguidance in their future.

OHIO,LATTY
Amanda Wenninger
Carmen Eisenmann

We are grateful for the ministering
brothers who served us in this month.
They included Bro. Duane Rocke (Sis.
Bonnie, Minneapolis, MN), Bro. Mike
Rinkenberger (Sis. Pat, Congerville,
IL), Bro. Craig Martin (Sis. Terri,
Princeville, IL,), and Bro. Justin Koch
(Sis. Marcia, Washington, IL).

We rejoice with Holly Stoller (Bro.
Todd and Sis. Pam) as she has made a
beginning in her repentance! Our
prayer is that God will grant her much
grace and strength as she strives to be
gin walking a new life.

We are also thankful to announce
our convert KimMiller (Derek) as hav
ing found the wonderful peace of God.
May God be ever near her as she pre
pares for herweekend oftestimony and
baptism.

We have two new babies to report
this month. April 2 was the birth date
of Octavia Kate born to Bro. Ryan and
Sis. Kori Stoller. Grandparents of this
new little one are Bro. Todd and Sis.
Pam Stoller and Bro. Vic and Sis.
Brenda Bauman (Smithville, OH). Mi
cah James was born onApril 10 to Bro.
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Mark and Sis. Diane Sinn. Happy to
welcome him home are siblings, Luke,
Weston, Julie, Tyler, and Lorie.
Thankful grandparents are Bro. Ray
and Sis. Ann Sinn and Sis. Marian Sinn
(Silverton, OR).

We are thankful that God was with
Sis. Renee Sinn (Bro. Walt) as she re
cently underwent surgery.

Finally, ourthoughts andprayers go
out to Sis. WendyWilliamson (Bro. Ja
son) and Bro. Leonard and Sis. Chris
tine at the loss oftheirbrother and son,
Leonard Locher. May God be near this
family during this time.

OHIO, MANSFIELD
Esther Baumann

Two precious gifts from heaven
were born into our midst this past
month. Charity Lanae arrived on
March 21 into the home of Bro. Mark
and Sis. Julie Rufener. Also welcoming
her home are big sister Esther, and
grandparents, Bro. Ron and Sis. Kay
Rufener and Bro. Clarence and Sis.
LuAnn Zobrist (Congerville, IL).

Natalie Ann Brandt was born on
April 1 7 to Michael and Elizabeth
Brandt. Excited big sister Emily, and
grandparents, Bro. Greg and Sis.
Sharon Sabo and Tim and Ruth
Brandt, also welcome her.

Wewere delighted to learnthat Paul
Ramsey (Bro. John and Sis. Dawn) has
received God's precious peace. We con
tinue to pray for him as he grows in
grace.

GaleDotterer (Bro. Gaylord and Sis.
Betty) has moved to California for em
ployment. We remember him in prayer
and hope he returns often to visit us.

Ourheartfelt sympathyand prayers
to Sis. Ruth Domka and her family on
the unexpected loss ofher granddaugh
ter, Holly Carruthers.

Special thanks to Bro. Bruce Frank
(Sis. Bonita, Cissna Park, IL) for his
willingness to serveus in theministry.

Bro. Mike Garunovic (Sis. Jelena)
was recently hospitalized and contin
ues to appreciate prayer support as he
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recovers.

OHIO, RITTMAN
Laurie Beery

Linda Zollinger

Now it is accomplished! I'm no longer
mme;

Lord, I will forever and always be
Thine.

For Thou hast created and purchased
me too,

Baptized with Thy Spirit,
Thou makest me new.
Zion's Harp #209

We are thankful to welcome three
new sisters and one new brother in
faith. Sis. Holly Acker (Boyd and
Barbara), Bro. Aaron Steiner (Bro.
Matt and Sis. Gail), Sis. Amy and Sis.
Jennifer Raifsnider (Sis. Diana and the
late Doug). We were blessed to hear
their testimonies onMarch 29 and wit
ness their baptisms onMarch 30. Elder
Bros. Mark Masters and Andy Stoller
assisted ourElderBro. MerleHartzler.

May God richly bless Elder Bros.
Mark Masters (Mansfield, OH), Andy
Stoller (Smithville, OH) and minister
ing Bros. Randy Gasser (Detroit, MI),
Ronald Palitto (Akron; OH), Mark
Steiner (Smithville, OH) and Gene
Lehman (Wolcott, IN) for their visits
and labors of love this past month.

Hospitalized this past month were
Bro. KennethRupp, Sr., GlennWinkler
(Mary Jane), Sis. Mary Jane Winkler
(Bro. Andy), Bro. Robert Steiner (Sis.
Betty), Madalyn Bauman (Sis. Stacy),
and Sis. Julie Steiner (Bro. Andrew).
Our prayers arewith thosewho are sick
and suffering.

May God bless the following fami
lies and their precious little ones:

Elliot Michael Vanni arrived Janu
ary 7. Happy first-time parents are
Danelle and Jeremy. Also welcoming
him are paternal grandparents, Dana
and Deborah, and maternal grandpar
ents, Dan and Sis. Anita Pope.

Bro. Eric and Sis. Lisa, along with
Caleb and Clara, welcome Corbin Rich-
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ard Gasser bornApril 1. Grandparents
areBro. Jerryand Sis. EllenGasserand
Bro. Richard and Sis. Pat Steiner.

JorjiaJill Persinger arrived onApril
3. Parents are Brian and Jennifer and
sister, Jewel. Grandparents are Jim
and Sis. Joyce Thompson and Jim and
Pam Persinger. Great-grandparents
are Bro. Arthur and Sis. Janet
Maibach.

John and Sis. Cynthia Nussbaum
welcome John Reed born April 14. Ex
cited big sisters are Rachel, Rebecca,
Renee and Lorraine.

Our sympathy and prayers are ex
tended to those who are grieving the
loss ofloved ones. The departure ofour
dear Sis. EmilyGreenbank (Smithville,
OH) and to her sisters, Sis. Clara
Jenkins, Sis. Ruth Beery, Sis. Anna
(Bro. Orin) Rufener, and Sis. Velma
(Bro. Elton) Rufener. Also, the passing
ofSis. Esther Fritz (Akron, OH) and to
her sister, Sis. Joan (Bro. John)
Hartzler, and her brother, Bro. Aquilla
Barna. Dale (Clara) Bodager of
Jeromesville, OH, passed away March
27 and was buried in our church ceme
tery. Bro. Frank Steidl passed away
April 8 leaving four brothers, three sis
ters, and many nieces and nephews.

OHIO, SARDIS
Faith Beard

"And he said unto them, Be not
affrighted: Ye seek Jesus of Nazareth,
which was crucified: He is Risen; He is
not here: behold the place where they
laid Him."

St. Mark 16:6

On Easter, our most Holy day, we
once again remembered our risen Lord
and King. Also assembling with us for
worship on that day was Bro. Matthew
Rassi (Sis. Bridget, Chicago, IL) andwe
wish to thank him for ministering the
Word and this remembrance to us.

I wish to die in my dear Jesus;
His wounded side my refuge is.
By Him the heavens I inherit;
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My broken heart is turned to bliss.
In Jesus I will trust always;
In Him I live and pass away.
Zion's Harp #247, vs. 3

Ourchurch familygrieves the loss of
our Sis. Virginia Riggenbach, who left
this earth and time on March 31. We
continue to uphold in prayer her dear
husband, Bro. Dale, and children: Mil
lie McPeek (Bill), Jim (Melinda), Bill
(Kay), and Don (Diane). We also re
member Virginia's elderly mother and
her sister-in-law, Marie Riggenbach.
May God be the greatest Comforter in
these times ofsorrowandadjustment.

"But ifwe walk in the light, as He is
the light, we have fellowship one with
another... "

I John 1:7

On April 12-13 we appreciated the
efforts of our many visitors who trav
eled to be with us as we enjoyed an In
vite-A-Guest weekend. Bringing the
Word to us that weekend was Bro. Ted
Luginbuhl (Sis. Stephanie, Smithville,
OH) andBro. ShawnLanz (Sis. Sandra,
Philadelphia, PA). We express our
thanks to both those who served us
from the pulpit to meet our spiritual
needs and also those who served us our
delicious meal for our physical needs.

Note of Thanks:
We would like to thank all for the

love, prayers, phone calls, cards, food,
visits to the hospital, gifts of love and
themanydeeds ofkindness shown tous
during the passing of our loved one.
May God richly bless each one ofyou.

TheFamilyofVirginiaRiggenbach

OHIO, SMITHVILLE
Edith Miller
Ruth Gasser

"And when he had given thanks, he
brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is my
body, which is broken foryou: this do in
remembrance of me. After the same
manner also he took the cup, when he
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had supped, Saying, This cup is the new
testament in myblood: this do ye, as oft
asyedrink it, in remembrance ofme."

I Cor. 11:24-25

Even though a winter storm pre
vented us fromhavingour Communion
service on the Saturday evening of
March 8, as planned, wewere able to re
schedule it for the next day, on Sunday
afternoon. We regret the Elder brother
that was planning to come to assist our
Elder was unable to come due to this
storm, however we appreciate that El
der Bro. Merle Hartzler (Rittman, OH)
came to assist Bro. Andy with this
work. We thank him for his efforts, as
we could experience the blessings of
God during this solemn occasion.

Otherministers who have visitedus
during the past month were Bros. Ken
Schneider (Remington, IN), Dan Goric
(Rockville, CT), Warren Schlatter
(Junction, OH) and Earl Beery
(Rittman, OH). We thank them for
their service to us andwish them God's
blessings.

Two engagements have been made
known to us recently. Bro. Aaron
Bauman and Sis. Becky Raifsnider
(Rittman, OH) are planningaMaywed
ding. Parents ofthis couple are Bro. Vic
and Sis. BrendaBaumanandSis. Diana
and the late DougRaifsnider (Rittman,
OH). Bro. Jordan Stoller (Rittman,
OH) has felt led to ask for Sis. Joy
Rufener to become his wife. Parents of
this couple are Bro. Eric and Sis.
Melanie Stoller (Rittman, OH) and
Bro. John and Sis. Janice Rufener. A
June wedding is planned for the latter
couple. May God's blessing be felt as
plans for weddings and marriages are
made.

OnMarch 8, Sheri Steiner and Erik
McGrew were united in marriage. In
spite ofthewinter stormthat day, plans
were successfully carried out. Sheri's
parents are Bro. Mark and Sis. Sue
Steiner. We wish God's blessings on
this marriage.

May God be near our new convert,
Warren Stoller (Bro. Scott and Sis.
Charlene), as he has answered God's
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call andwishes tobecome a child ofHis.
Bro. Denny and Sis. Kay Nieman

have been blessed with the arrival of
another grandchild, as Bro. Dana and
Sis. Lea Nieman (Remington, IN) be
came parents to Brock Daniel on Feb
ruary 28. He joins his brother and
sister, Kade and Lydia. On March 11,
Bro. Bruce and Sis. Lois Maibach wel
comed another grandchild, as Mallory
Joy Brake was born to first-time par
ents, Bro. Matthew and Sis. Dawn
Brake (Sardis, OH). Bro. Dave and Sis.
Dottie Ramsier are thankful for the
safe arrival of their newest grandchild,
Carson Cole Frank, born on March 14
to Bro. Lucas and Sis. Crystal Frank
(Detroit, MI). Logan and Kaleigh also
welcome their new brother. May God's
blessings be felt in all of these families,
and may grandparents also assume
some responsibility in guiding these lit
tle ones in the right way.

Sis. Laura Oppliger was required to
spend some time in the hospital re
cently, but has since returned to her
home at ournursinghome. WewishSis.
Laura the peace and comfort of her
Heavenly Father as she endures the af
flictions of the body.

OHIO, TOLEDO
Teresa Rywalski
Rebecca Beard

"For as often as ye eat this bread,
and drink this cup, ye do shew the
Lord's death till he come."

I Cor. 11:26

We gathered together for a quiet
evening and remembered the sacrifice
our Lord made for us. We were then
served Holy Communion by our Elder
Bro. Bill Schlatter (Sis. Emily, Junc
tion, OH) and Elder Bro. Merle
Hartzler (Sis. Bonnie, Rittman, OH).

Also serving us on the pulpit this
month were Bro. Warren Schlatter
(Sis. Cindy, Junction, OH) and Elder
Bro. Ken Indermuhle (Sis. Linda,
Sardis, OH). May God bless these
Brothers as only He can.
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OREGON,PORTLAND
Brianna Strahm

OnMarch 16 we enjoyed the Easter
rogram presented by the Sunday
chool students. Following the pro-
am, our congregation enjoyed a meal
nd time of fellowship together. May
he Lord richly bless the labors of the
tudents and their teachers.
Our continued thoughts and

rayers are with Sis. Kathy Fehr (Bro.
ayne) as she recently underwent a
edical procedure and is preparing for
pcoming surgery. May their family
eel the Lord's nearness and strength
hrough this valley of life.
We appreciated the following visit

ng ministers this month: Elder Bro.
t Metz (Sis. Betty) and Brothers Ed
necht (Sis. Judie), Todd Zollinger
Sis. Michele), andHarveyKuenzi (Sis.
ennifer). May God abundantly bless
hem for their labors.

OREGON, SILVERTON
Melissa Kuenzi
Cindy Metzger

Our Sunday school students so will
ngly expressed the Easter story once
gain this year. We are thankful for the
arents and teachers who put forth ef
orts in teaching the children about
od's Word.
Wewant to welcome Sis. Emily Sinn

Bro. Mark and Sis. Elsie) into our
rotherhood. Elder Bro. Doug Schock
Sis. Clara, Bloomfield, IA) was here to
elp Elder Bro. Art.
Bro. Ben and Sis. Carolyn Bolliger

nd family are in our prayers for the re
ent loss oftheir son-in-law, DaveMilo
tGrace). We pray for the Lord's near
ness to their family especially during
this time.I Our prayers are with Bro. Chuck
alter (Sis. Karen), Bro. Lee Kuenzi

'

(Sis. Janet) and Adeline Kuenzi (Lyle
nd Andrea) who have recently been
ospitalized.
We are rejoicingwithMarkDietrich

who has found peace with God and

man. Lord willing, we look forward to
his testimony and baptism in the com
ing months.

Our congregation has been blessed
with two new arrivals this month.
Nash Samuelwas born to Bro. Sam and
Sis. TyreneMoseronMarch21. Nash's
grandparents are Bro. Ben and Sis.
GlennaMoser (Rockville, CT) and Bro.
Bob and Sis. Linda Kuenzi. Ariana
Alysewas born onMarch 24 to Bro. Jim
and Sis. Tresa Zollinger. Ariana's sib
lings are Brianna, Carson, Collin and
Niles. Grandparents are Bro. Ed and
Sis. Shirley Zollinger and Bro. Bob and
Sis. Linda Kuenzi.

We certainly appreciate the willing
ness of the ministering brothers every
time they give ofthemselves. This past
month Bro. Dale Wulf (Sis. Becky,
Lester, IA), Elder Bro. Doug Schock
(Sis. Clara, Bloomfield, IA) and Bros.
Ron Jones (Sis. Liz) and Wayne Fehr
(Sis. Kathy) ofPortland were in Silver
ton serving our congregation.

PENNSYLVANIA
PHILADELPHIA

Our congregation is rejoicing with
the knowledge that two precious souls
from our midst have given their hearts
to the Lord. He knows each of us by
name and one by one, He reaches out
His hand in love and mercy. Respond
ing to His call are Emily Wiegand (El
der Bro. Ben and Sis. Michelle) and
Bonnie Isch (Bro. Jerry andSis. Linda).
We trust that God will guide these pre
cious souls as they become established
in His service.

We were blessed to have Elder Bro.
Duane Farney and his wife, Sis. Karen
(Croghan, NY), with us recently. Bro.
Duane assisted our Elder Bro. Ben in
leading our Communion service in re
membrance-the LordgaveHis life, His
broken body and His shed blood, as a
sacrifice for us. We thank Bro. Duane
and Sis. Karen for their support.

TENNESSEE,NASHVILLE
Mike and Monica Fritz

We wish to express our heartfelt
sympathy, prayers, and support to the
family of Bro. Darin and Sis. Tami
Kupferschmid, whose brother-in-law,
Bro. Ryan Carr (Sis. Kandi; Eureka,
IL), was recently taken from this life in
an auto accident. We want to express
that same sympathy, prayers, and sup
port for Sis. Kandi, and the extended
families of both Bro. Ryan and Sis.
Kandi, aswell as theiryoungchildren.

We are so thankful for our visiting
ministeringbrothers, who have so will
ingly and capably served us with their
example and with God's Word. Our re
cent visitors have included Bros. Gary
Sinn (Sis. Paulette; Latty, OH), Tim
Zimmerman (Sis. Barb; Lamont
Gridley, KS), Ron Kipfer (Sis. Linda;
Bluffton, IN), and Warren Schlatter
(Sis. Cindy; Junction, OH), and Elder
Bro. Mark Masters (Mansfield, OH).
We have also been greatly strength
ened by the fellowship ofbrethren and
friends visiting from Chicago,
Congerville, Eureka, Fairbury, and
Forrest, IL; Bluffton, Francesville, and
LaCrosse, IN; Bern and
Lamont-Gridley, KS; Morris, MN; and
Junction, Latty, Mansfield, and
Rittman, OH,

Ifyou are travelingin or throughthe
Nashville area, please plan to worship
with us. The following churches are
scheduled for services in the near fu
ture: LaCrosse, IN (5/25); Bluffton
North, IN (6/1); Remington, IN (6/8);
Sardis, OH (6/15), Roanoke, IL (6/22),
and Tremont, IL (6/29). Ifyou are plan
ning to worship with us, please call
ahead to confirm our schedule. Often
we gather on Saturday evenings for fel
lowship, and all are heartily welcome.
We also meet on Wednesday evenings
for a song service at 7: 15 p.m. andwould
welcome any midweek visitors. Con
tacts are Bro. Don and Sis. Faye
Sauder, (615) 373-8928; Bro. Mike and
Sis. Monica Fritz, (615) 866-5543; and
Sis. Gwen Leuthold, (615) 356-5755.
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TEXAS, AUSTIN
Amy Ringger

Serenity Ringger
Jesus fed the 5,000 with a greatmir

acle. "And they did all eat, and were
filled." (Mark 6:42). Not only did they
eat, but they were filled.

What a blessing it is that we can re
ceive the spiritual food and it can fill us
each week, each day. We are thankful
for the ministers who were willing
serve us in the past month: Bros. Gene
Lehman (Sis. Verna, Wolcott), Dan
Beer (Sis. Deb, Milford), DonGudeman
(Sis. Mary, La Crosse), Darren Fehr
(Sis. Nora, West Bend), and Duane
Rocke (Sis. Bonnie, Minneapolis). Visi
tors were welcome from Cissna Park,
Lamar, Forrest, Congerville, Silverton,
Lester, and Eureka.

The following is the minister sched
ule for June: (1) Leo, (8) Kansas City,
(15) South Bend, (22) Smithville, and
(29) Taylor. We extend a warm wel
come to anyone who maybe in the area
to worship with us, even midweek,
though we don't have a regular sched
ule for midweek services. Please call
ahead to help us plan for serving lunch.
Also, because visitors add much to our
local fellowship times, it helps if we
know about your visit well in advance,
perhaps even a month or more ifpossi
ble, so that we can accommodate you
more readily in our weekend gather
ings. See the ministers' book for local
contact information.

Directions to our church are these:
from the intersection ofHwy 71 and 21
on the west side ofBastrop, go east on
Hwy71 about 1/2mile andtake the first
exit (by the Ford dealership), proceed
on the eastbound frontage road abut
4/10mile. The church is on the right. It
is located about 18miles east oftheAus
tin airport. The address is 1025 W.
Highway 71, Bastrop, TX 78602. It is a
one-story building with limestone sid
ing and the church sign in the front.

In the church, there are two fur
nished bedrooms for the ministers to
use when coming for services. When
you contact someone about coming for
services, please let them know if you

would like to use the bedrooms during
the time you are here.

TEXAS, McALLEN
Sandy Kipfer

Greetings to all in the name of our
Savior, Jesus Christ. We thank our vis
iting ministers, Bro. Paul (Sis. Joyce)
Gasser and Bro. Roy (Sis. Jenell) Koehl
for taking their time and effort in ex
pounding to us the writtenWord ofthe
Lord. May our dear Father in Heaven
continue to richly bless them as they
have enriched us.

We also are thankful for the visiting
brethren from Goodfield, IL; Zapata,
TX; and Congerville, IL.

We would like to encourage those
who plan to come south for a summer
vacation to consider visiting the valley
for a Sunday ofworship and/or staying
here for your stay. We are small in
number and are happy to have visitors
come and spend some time with us.

The following churches are sched
uledfor services: (May 11,Washington,
IL); (May 25, Bluffton North, IN);
(June 8, Gridley, IL); (June 22,
Princeville, IL); (July 13, Bradford, IL);
(July 20, Goodfield, IL).

Our address is: Holiday Inn Ex
press, (formerly the Country Suites
Inn), 1921 South 10th Street. Turn 1½
blocks off the Expressway on 10th
Street. Services will be held at 10:30
and 12:30. Please see ministers' direc
tory for local contact information.

VERMONT,CLARENDON
Kirby Reutter

"Andas theywere eating, Jesus took
bread, and blessed it, and brake it, and
gave it to the disciples, and said, Take,
eat; this is my body."

Matthew 26:26

Those ofus who live and worship in
Vermont have so many reasons to feel
blessed. For five years now, Apostolic
brothers, sisters, and friends have been
worshipping in rented facilities here in

I
Vermont. At first services were held
only one time per month, then two
times, andthen three. StartinginApril
of this year, we are now meeting four
times per month, twice on the wester]
side of the state and twice on the east
ern side. Now we are even looking for
ward to establishingabuildingfund fo
a permanent, more centralized local
tion!

Thankfully, we have been ever
more blessed spiritually! Bro. Warrel
Zahner was recently asked to serve a
an Ordained Deacon in Rockville, CT
whichmeans he will have increased re
sponsibilities here in Vermont as well.
On May 4, Bro. Warren will be with us
and deliver our Communion Exhorta.
tion. OnJune 1, bothhe andBro. Kevi
will returnto serveus the secondLord'
Supper to be held inVermont. Wewis
Bro. Warren and his wife, Sis. Bonnie
muchgrace andwisdomas they assum
additional responsibilities in service t
the Lord's church.

As always, we continue to appreci
ate theRockvilleministers, theirwives
andmanyothervisitorswho repeatedly
make trips to worship with our smal
flock. Throughout the rest ofthe year
wewill also look forward to manyother
visiting ministers from other parts o
the country as well.

Please do not hesitate to worshi
with us at any time of the year!

"And he took the cup, and gav
thanks, and gave it to them, saying
Drinkye all ofit; For this is myblood o
the new testament, which is shed fo
many for the remission of sins."

Matthew 26:27-28
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Counselor Needed

Gateway Woods, a Christian residential
childcare facility, has an immediate opening
for a male or female counselor. Qualified
persons for this position must hold a mini-
mum of a Bachelors degree in Social Work,

Counseling or related field. A Masters degree is preferred. Responsibili
ties include individual and family counseling, case management, and con
sultation with the treatment team.

Jeff Schumacher
Residential Program Director
PO Box 151
Leo, IN 46765
(219) 627-2159

Lynn Stieglitz
Counseling Elder
15417 Doty Road
New Haven, IN 46774
(260) 657-1033

If anyone is serving in our Armed Forces that would appreciate
receiving a printed sermon, please send their name and address
or email address to:

Printed Sermons
102 Lake View Drive
Fairbury, IL 61739
orphone (815) 692-3616

interested in
Houseparenting?
Houseparenting at Gateway

Woods offers an opportunity for a
couple, directed of the Lord, to come
to work in a full-time on going minis
try at GatewayWoods. Due to several
staff changes, we have a need for sev
eral couples. This position offers
competitive wages and benefits and a
close relationship with brothers and
sisters whose hearts and lives are
dedicated to a common mission with
an eternal reward. If you feel the call
to explore these possibilities, please
call one of the brothers listed below.

Ed Graf
Residential Program Director
PO Box 151
Leo, IN 46765
1-888-443-4283
ed.graf@gatewaywoods.org

Lynn Stieglitz
Counseling Elder
15417 Doty Rd.
New Haven, IN 46774
260-65 7 -1033

- USED BIBLE, BIBLE STORY BOOK, AND
SONG BOOKDISTRIBUTION -

We currently have outlets for Hymns of Zion, Gospel Hymns and Tabernacles. We
also have a request for a limited amount of Zion's Harps (1958 Edition). Please call be
fore sending Zion's Harps. Bibles are always in demand.

The U.S. government eliminated foreign surface mail in 2007. The cost of sending
used books by air mail is greater than what new books could be purchased for in the for
eign countries. We are currently workingwith organizations (such as Christian Aid Min
istries) that send materials to foreign countries by sea container which is a more
reasonable price. Some of the books are also used by U.S. churches and missions. Thank
you to all who have provided books and those who help repair them.

Jerry andArlene Banwart, 307 First St, Congerville, IL 61729
(309) 448-2416

Light From The Word
now available by downloadable PDF from the

Apostolic Christian Publication web site
www .acpublications.org

After entering the web site, click on the item located in the left hand frame
entitled, "Silver Lining Reprints". The entire set ofeditorials are available in a
complete download (June 1987 through November 2007).

Additionally, the most recent six months ofeditorials are available individ
ually by clicking on the download link by each respective article.

"We have always considered our
position a ministry for our entire fam
ily notjust ajob for us. Relationships
built during this time can last for a
lifetime."

Eye Glasses Needed

The Eye Clinic in Ixtlan, Mexico,
has been providing eyeglasses and
surgical assistance free of charge to
the local community for over 10
years now. We are once again in
need of donated eye glasses.

Please only send complete pairs
of glasses in good condition. We are
unable use loose lenses without
their original frame.

In addition to all prescription
eyewear (adult and children), we
are especially in need of over the
counter reading glasses.

Please send all donated items to:
Ixtlan Eye Clinic

c/o Bryan Stoller, OD
320 N Ladd St.

Pontiac, IL 61764
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Apostolic Christian Counseling and Family Services
73 East Queenwood Rd, Morton, IL 61550 309-263-5536 (local#) 309-263-6841 (fax)

877-370-9988 (toll free) www.accounseling.org

Although the word "mentor" is not
mentioned in the Bible, the concept occurs
frequently throughout its pages. In the
Old Testament, Moses received advice
from his father-in-law that enabled him to
delegate responsibility. In the New Testa
ment, Jesus spent much of His earthly
ministry in mentoring His disciples. He
taught them how to pray, instructed them
in the way of salvation, and helped them
grow spiritually.

Philip the evangelist mentored the
Ethiopian eunuch in response to the
Spirit's command to "go near, and join
thyself to this chariot" (Acts 8:29). Philip
helped him understand the gospel mes
sage of salvation through faith in Jesus.
The apostle Paul was a mentor to many,
especially Timothy and Titus. Paul's let
ters to them are beautiful examples of
mentoring instructions, warnings, and
godly advice.

What is mentoring?
A simple definition of mentoring is

"coming along side and helping someone."
A mentor establishes a relationship with
another in order to give wisdom, help, en
couragement, support, and guidance. The
desired result is that all parties will grow
closer to Christ in their daily walk and
closer to the fellowship of believers mak
ing up the Body of Christ.

"Iron sharpeneth iron; so a man
sharpeneth the countenance of his
friend." (Proverbs 27: 17)

Some of the purposes and goals of
mentoring are:
* Giving encouragement and providing

support, guidance, wisdom, and help.
* Helping others attain spiritual growth.
* Modeling leadership.

Mentoring is a Gift of the Spirit
Mentoring is listed as one of the gifts of

the Spirit in Romans 12:8. The gift of "ex
hortation" is a translation ofa Greek word
that literally means "coming alongside to
help" and implies such activities as ad
monishing, supporting, and encouraging
others. Actually, the role of a mentor is
closely related to the mission of the Holy
Spirit - comforting, guiding, warning,
chastening, directing, instructing, con
victing, encouraging, and helping.

Mentoring
In 1 Corinthians 12:28, Paul mentions

a list ofvarious duties that are assigned to
members of the Body of Christ. One of
those listed is "helps" which is a
translation of a different Greek word that
refers to the act of rendering assistance to
the poor, supporting the weak, and minis
tering to the needy. Its inclusion in that
list indicates how important it is to God
that the members of the Body ofChrist be
willing to take on that role in the church.

Diversity of mentoring skills
One author has identified nine differ

ent and unique applications of mentoring
skills. While no one individual has all of
them, almost everyone is capable of per
forming at least one. Here are descrip-
tions of the most common mentor types:

Discipler - a person who is a more ma
ture follower of Christ relates to a new
convert or less mature believer and shares
knowledge, skills, and a basic understand
ing of what it means to be a growing fol
lower of Christ.1 This would be most
helpful for an individual who was just be
ginning his or her walk with Christ.

"Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If
any man will come after me, let him deny
himself, and take up his cross, and follow
me." (Matthew 16:24)

Spiritual guide - a person who is a
godly, mature follower ofChrist relates to
a less mature believer and shares knowl
edge, skills, and understanding in what it
means to grow spiritually.2 This would be
most helpful in a believer of any age who
realizes he or she is weak and has not
achieved spiritual growth as God desires.

"I have fed you with milk, and not with
meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear
it, neither yet now are ye able." (1 Corin
thians 3:2)

Coach - a person who knows how to do
something very well and is willing to dem
onstrate those skills to another who wants
to learn them.3 This spans a wide diversity
of areas, such as parenting, cooking,
studying, speaking, building relation
ships, witnessing, and marriage enrich
ment.

"And he [Apollos] began to speak
boldly in the synagogue: whom when
Aquila and Priscilla had heard, they took

him unto them, and expounded unto him
the way of God more perfectly." (Acts
18:26)

Counselor - a person who specializes
in giving advice in situations which are
often critical to another's development.4
This happens when someone contacts an
other and asks for advice or counsel on re
solving an issue or making a decision.

"And Moses' father in law said unto
him, The thing that thou doest is not
good. . . . Hearken now unto my voice, I
will give thee counsel. . . . Thou shalt pro
vide out ofall the people able men ... to be
rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and
rulers of tens: And let them judge the
people at all seasons: and it shall be, that
every great matter they shall bring unto
thee, but every small matter they shall
judge: so shall it be easier for thyself, and
they shall bear the burden with thee."
(Exodus 18:1-22)

Teacher - a person who has a knowl
edge ofsome subject area and is willing to
teach that information to another so as to
make a difference in his or her life.5

"Thou therefore, my son, be strong in
the grace that is in Christ Jesus. And the
things that thou hast heard ofme among
many witnesses, the same commit thou
to faithful men, who shall be able to teach
others also." (2 Timothy 2:1-2)

In conclusion, mentoring is learning
how to grow spiritually from people
whom God brings into our lives. The vast
majority of people who benefit from
mentoring have a desire to grow and
learn. As long as God gives us life and
breath, we need to continue to grow, to be
used as servants, and to help others with
the gifts God has given us.

References
1. Clinton, J. Robert and Clinton,

Richard W., The Mentor
Handbook, Altadena, CA:
Barnabas Publishers, 1991,
pg. 3-6.

2. Ibid., pg. 4-4.
3. Ibid., pg. 5-3.
4. Ibid., pg. 6-4.
5. Ibid., pg. 7-2.
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Child Placement Manager Opening

As GatewayWoods expands our Christian Adoption Services into Illinois, we are in need
of an IL Child Placement Manager. Applicants for this job must:

1. Be a member in good standing of the Apostolic Christian Church with approval of
his/her local elder.

2. Have at least a Master's Degree in Social Work from an accredited school and three years work experience
in social work administration OR a Master's Degree in a human services field from an accredited school
and five years of work experience in human services administration.

3. Have a dedicated interest, love and sensitivity for youth and families.
4. Possess good motivational, organizational, teaching and communications skills.
5. Have ability to establish positive working and interpersonal relationships and use a team approach.
6. Have treatment philosophy compatible with the mission of Gateway Woods - Apostolic Christian Chil

dren's Home.
7. Have commitment to ongoing personal and professional growth.

For further information and ajob description, please contact:

Bro. Jeff Schumacher
Administrator
PO Box 151
Leo, IN 46765
1-888-443-4283 (GATE)
jeff.schumacher@gatewaywoods.org

Bro. Lynn Stieglitz
Counseling Elder
15417 Doty Rd.
New Haven, IN 46774
260-657-1033
lynnstieg@lightningnet.net

BIBLE DISTRIBUTION

Kansas:

Iowa:

Indiana:

Ohio:

Paul Kaeb
Phone:
Cell:
E-mail:

Martin Zaugg
Phone/Fax:
Cell:

Ken Zollinger
Phone:
Fax:

785-284-3261
785-547-5269
paulkaeb@ksiconveyors.com

515-887-7788
515-320-2404

330-669-2415
330-669-8520

Sharing The Word In Love

"Where there is no vision, the people perish:
but he that keepeth the law, happy is he."

Proverbs 29: 18

All books, including Bibles, in English and other
languages, plus Bible Story Books which have been
approved by the Apostolic Christian Mission Com
mittee, are available for those who wish to distrib
ute them in the name of Jesus Christ.

The book inventory is computerized, and the
personnel at Bluffton can drop ship to nearly any
address.

To order, contact,

Apostolic Christian Church
Bible Distribution

PO Box 30
1254 S. Main Street
Bluffton, IN 46714

Phone and Fax 260/824-5587
E-mail: bibledist@onlyinternet.net

U.S.A. BOARD WORK PROJECTS
For area work projects, please contact the following Disas

ter Work Project Committee Representative:

Tom Neuenschwander
Phone/Fax: 260-824-4773
E-mail: tsneuen@adamswells.com
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Light from the Word reprints

• These essays were prepared by a committee
of elders and address important areas of
church doctrine and everyday Christian liv
mg.

• These writings are helpful to teachers
• They give insight to those seeking a better

understanding of church beliefs
• 6 different volumes are available
• From $2.25 to $3.90 each

Searchable PDF file available free!

Download the Complete set of Light from the Word that appeared in
the Silver Lining. Updated through November 2007

How to Order:
Online at www.acpublications.org During Business Hours: call 309-467-3611
After Hours: Call 309-467-3611 leave a message, or fax to the same number.
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Order blanks available: at each Church, on our website, by calling AC

Publications, or by emailing office@acpublications.org
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Sermon continued from page 2
ack, isn't it? Oh, you talk to people
nd they'll say, what's the world
ming to? I like to tell them it's

oming to an end. Some day there's
oing to be a judgment day. There's
oing to be a time where God is going
say, to here and no further. He is

oing to bring His judgment. This
lod that's a loving, merciful God,
e that each of us who were lost in
n found it so, didn't we, that when
e were sinful, wretched, lost and we
tood outside of God and we came to
im with a humble heart and in re-
entance and we knelt before Him
nd said, God, I'm a sinner, He heard
r prayer, didn't He? He took us up

nd He picked us out of that miry,
ful pit of sin. He placed our feet on

path that led to heaven.
Dear friends, it still works today.
aybe there's one ofyou sitting here
his morning. The devil's come to
ou and he's told you, your too ugly
sin, your sin is too great, there's

o way the blood of Christ can
eanse you of that. Maybe he's told
ou He won't hear your prayer. He's
ing to you. He's the father of lies,
e know that, don't we, loved ones.
But I believe we have to keep in
ind the time is at hand. There's a
dgment day coming. Some day
od's love and mercy will go from
at to a God of wrath. It says, who
all be able to stand against the
ath of the Lord (Nahum 1:6)? We

fn all answer that, can't we? No
ne. No one can stand against the
rath of the Lord some day.
Let's read about these churches.

t says, "Unto the angel of the
hurch of Ephesus write; These
hings saith he that holdeth the
even stars in his right hand, who
alketh in the midst of the seven
olden candlesticks;" Rev. 2:1. You'll
otice throughout the book of Reve
ations, the number seven comes up
ften. I believe it means complete-
ess or perfectness. It talks about
he seven stars, the seven golden
andlesticks. It also talks of the
even churches, the seven spirits. I
elieve here He is talking about, the
even golden candlesticks could be

the seven churches.

"I know thy works, and thy la
bour, and thy patience, and how
thou canst not bear them which are
evil: and thou hast tried them which
say they are apostles, and are not,
and hast found them liars:" Rev. 2:2.
Brothers and sisters in Christ, we
are called, aren't we, to a life where
we are to lead a life that is separated
from the world. Here He said, I no
tice you can't bear them which are
evil. There's a theme throughout the
Scriptures that talks about leading
separated lives. That we don't let the
world filter into our hearts and lives.
That we don't let the things of this
life bog us down, the cares of life.

Maybe there's one of you that
came this morning and you're think
ing about yesterday or tomorrow. Or
you are thinking about where you
might make your next dollar. I just
encourage you, WAKE UP! It's all
going to burn up! We're going to lose
it all. We won't take any of it with us.
But the busy-ness of life sometimes
can draw us away from God, can't it?

We can be busy in things that are
good. It reminds me of a little poem I
quoted recently in Latty. It goes
something like, I knelt to pray but
not for long. I had too much to do.
Must hurry off and get to work, the
bills would soon be due. So I said a
hurried prayer, jumped up from off
my knees. My Christian duty now
was done. My soul could be at ease. It
goes on to say, "No time, no time. It
was my constant cry. No time to help
those in need. At last was time to die.
And as I came before the Lord, I
stood with downcast eyes. For in His
hand He held a book. It was the Book
of Life. He said I've searched the
Book from front to back. Your name
I cannot find. I once was going to
write it down but I could never find
the time. If we don't have time for
God here, He won't have time for us
on judgment day. That's part of that
day that's going to come, the wrath
of God.

He complemented this church. He
said, thou hast tried them which say
they are apostles. They knew a false
doctrine. Dear brothers and sisters
in Christ, is the object of your faith
the cross ofChrist? Is there anything

more important in your life than the
cross ofJesus Christ? Because that's
where it all began. That's the basis of
our faith. We must believe that Jesus
Christ came, died on the cross, shed
His blood for the sins of the whole
world. And through His blood being
spilt there on Calvary, we could find
forgiveness of sins. It was of no good
work that we had done. We were all
born sinners. We were all con
demned to hell eternally. But Jesus
took our place. That's sound doc
trine and He commended them for it.

"And hast borne, and hast pa
tience, and for my name's sake hast
laboured, and hast not fainted." Rev.
2:3. You might say they were faith
ful. I hope I don't disrespect anybody
by what I have to say. But if you lis
ten, I think you will agree. In here it
said, I believe, blessed is he that
overcometh for he shall receive the
crown of life (Rev. 2:7). I think it is
more appropriate that we use the
word 'overcome' at times than faith
ful and I'll tell you why.

My mind goes to a man that's a
neighbor of ours. He's somebody I
would call faithful, but he doesn't
have God in his life. He loves his
wife. He's faithful to her. I never
questioned whether he would cheat
on his wife. He's faithful to his coun
try. He served as a soldier in our
army. He's faithful in paying his
taxes. I'd have him do anything for
me. I trust him. He's honest. He's
also faithful - just had a neighbor get
caught in a combine. He was the first
one there. Loved his neighbors. He
doesn't go to church. He doesn't
know anything about God. He does
n't care to know anything about
God. His life at times is full of sin.
He's not an overcomer. If the world
would end tonight, I fear he would
end up in hell.

The overcomer is one that doesn't
have sin in his life. That's both on
the outside and the inside. You can't
see into my heart. I can't see into
yours. We perhaps could have hid
den sin and fool people for a while,
can't we?

It says blessed is the overcomer.
Sermon continued on page 44



44 SILVER LINING May 2008

Sermon continued from page 43

Up to this point we think this church
is doing a good job. But in verse four
it says, "Nevertheless I have some
what against thee, because thou hast
left thy first love." I've often read
that chapter and I just didn't know
quite what to make of that verse.
Nevertheless thou hast left thy first
love. We read these verses before,
and we sense a people that hates evil.
They can't stand it. So if they've left
their first love, what's missing?

I want all of you that are married
right now to go back to when you
were first married. I think if you are
like me and my wife, there are so
many memories you have when you
are first married. First of all, for
Brother Brad and Sister Rachel I'm

'sure you were at a point, over the last
few months, that when the phone
rang, or maybe you had your cell
phone and you looked and - that's
Brad. You're so excited to hear his
voice. Maybe you called your wife
soon after you were married and
said, honey I love you. I am going to
be home pretty soon. She met you at
the door and was so glad to see you.
It's that first love. Just a great over
whelming feeling of love one for the
other.

Let's take that to the spiritual
side. Remember when God first
called you. Maybe some of you were
steep in sin. You can remember
God's great love for you. You were so
thankful. It was so easy to praise His
name. It was so easy to get down on
your knees and thank Him for what
He did for you. You had that first
love.

This church had left it. So what
did they leave? They no longer were
sensitive to the Holy Spirit. I think
at times they became too judgmen
tal. It can happen to us loved ones.
Doesn't mean we don't judge sin.
Doesn't mean we don't look at some
thing. There is an old saying that
goes, ifwe don't stand for something
we'll fall for anything. We can be too
critical. I think that happened to this
church. We need to be careful.

The devil would love to drive a
wedge between us, wouldn't he?
That might be a battle he's winning.

It's sad. You know who loses out
when he drives a wedge between us?
You and I. And our dear friends. I
don't want to stand before God
someday and hear Him say, you
know you were too critical. You were
too hard. You caused divisions in the
church. You were a stumbling block
to a dear soul that wanted to come
and serve God. But they were dis
couraged because they didn't see
love in your heart.

Do you have a burden for the lost?
Judgment day's coming. I just en
courage all ofyou to go home tonight
and get down on your knees and pray
for the lost like you've never prayed
before. Because God's coming back. I
have loved ones. You have loved
ones. We don't want any of them to
go to hell, do we? Hell is a real place.

There's a little town in one of our
islands and it's named hell. People
go there. It's a tourist attraction. I
think it is a tourist trap. That's what
hell is. It's a tourist trap. People
don't realize how bad it is going to
be. If the devil can get us to laugh at
something, it takes away the serious
ness of it. A comedian will tell a dirty
joke and people laugh. They don't re
alize it's wrong. That's what the
devil is doing with hell today. He's
making light ofit and people are just
rejecting it. Just brushing it off, say
ing, it's not that bad. It is, loved ones.
It is going to be a terrible place.

Remember the man that had five
brothers? He said, somebody go back
and tell my brothers. They don't
want to come here. The rich man and
Lazarus. Lazarus was in Abraham's
bosom and the rich man, it says, was
tormented in hell. Tormented. Day
and night. It's not going to end. (St.
Luke 16:19-31) So we have to, don't
we, keep the lights of the church
burning.

I want to share a personal story
with you. I know at times we are en
couraged not to do this. But before I
repented, I came to church. Had long
hair, about down to here. There was
always a brother who came up and
shook my hand. He knew my life was
wrong. He knew that I wasn't
headed the right way. He'd come up
to me and he'd ask me about the ac-

tivities in my life. What did you d
this week? The week after I grad
ated from high school, the sam
man, same brother-he's gone now.
can't wait to meet him again. H
came up to me and he said, Gary,
don't want to offend you but no
would be a good time to give yo
heart to God in repentance. It didn
offend me. Because I knew he love
me. We just can't go up to our de
friends and say, you need to repen
We have to develop a relationshi
with them, don't we? Brothers i
Sunday School, are you doing tha
That they might be encouraged t
come to know God.

Brothers and sisters, we can hav
love and truth in the church. It ca
be done. We need to strive for tha
That needs to be our goal, to hav
love and mercy and compassion fo

1

.
each other and also stand for th
truth of God's Word. This churcl
had failed in that.I

"Remember therefore fro
whence thou art fallen, and repen
and do the first works; or else I wi
come unto thee quickly, and will r
move thy candlestick out ofhis plac
except thou repent." Rev. 2:5. That'
the message today, dear friends, i
repentance. God did it right, didn'
He? Remember we said earlier th
God's always been one step ahead o
the devil. Because He set up a pla~
when He saw the law was no longe
working. He saw that sin was takin
over. He said, I'm going to send m
Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. He's go
ing to come here below and He's go
ing to lead a perfect life. He's gain
to go to the cross and die for the sin
of the whole world, that we could b
spared.

It just reminds me of a little inci
dent that happened back in the de
pression. In New York City there
was a mayor by the name of Philip
LaGuardia. Matter of fact, there's an
airport after that name today,
LaGuardia Airport. He was the
mayor and he decided one day to go
to the night court where the misde
meanors and the felonies were
judged. As he sat there for an hour.
all of a sudden an older gray headed
woman came in, crippled and could
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arely walk. She went up and she sat
own. The judge said, why are you
ere? She said, I'm here because I
ale something. She went on to ex
ain, my son's out of work. We had
o food. I've never stole before in my
e. My children and my grandchil
en were hungry. I thought, I'm the
e that needs to do this so she went
d stole a loaf of bread to feed her
mily. She said, I'm not very good at
and I got caught. I've never done it
efore and don't plan to do it again.
ell, the judge said, a law has been
oken. He gave the sentence. I
ink it was a $5.50 fine or ten days
jail. She said, I don't have any
oney. I'll have to spend it in jail.
ayor LaGuardia walked over and

~

e picked up his hat. He said, I'd like
take up an offering and he passed
around the courtroom. A lot of
ose people were poor but they put
what they had. It came out to $5

nd some kind of cents. About per-

r
ct for a fine. He said, here you take
and pay your fine.
Isn't that what Jesus did for us,
eing we had a debt we couldn't
ay? But He couldn't go among you
Pd I to find an offering, could He?
hod didn't say, go choose the men
indwomen of the world and bring an
fering for sin. No, He had to send
is Son, His only Son.
How many of you only have one
n? I do. It would be so hard to give
im up. Jesus did it because He loved
ou and me. He went to the cross and
e died for the sins of the whole
orld, that we as mankind could be
ved from that terrible wrath that
e've spoken about this morning.
Let's go to the next church. "And

nto the angel of the church in
myrna write; These things saith
e first and the last, which was
ead, and is alive; I know thy works,
nd tribulation, and poverty, (but
ou art rich) and I know the blas

hemy of them which say they are
Jews, and are not, but are the syna
rogue of Satan. Fear none of those
Ihings which thou shalt suffer: be
old, the devil shall cast some of you
mto prison, that ye may be tried; ande shall have tribulation ten days: be
hou faithful unto death, and I will

give thee a crown of life. He that
hath an ear, let him hear what the
Spirit saith ... " Rev. 2:8-11. Here's a
church that was commended. They
were anchored in Jesus Christ and
Him crucified. They once were dead.
Now they're alive. Are we alive this
morning spiritually?

After we serve God for a while,
sometimes we can have a deadness
creep into our lives. Perhaps we are
not reading the Word ofGod the way
we should. Perhaps we are not
spending time in prayer the way we
should. Perhaps we're too involved
in the things of this life. He said, you
are poor. And they were. They were
poverty stricken. But He said, you
are rich. What will be said about us
some day when we are laying in our
casket at the front of the church?
Will they say he had great lands and
great possessions? He was a great
person.

That's what they did with the rich
man, didn't they? It said he fared
sumptuously every day. (St. Luke
16: 19) He had everything he wanted.
I think at his funeral they eulogized
him clear up to heaven. But he went
to hell. Because his heart wasn't set
on Jesus Christ and Him crucified,
was it? His life was lost eternally.

He said, you are poverty but you
are rich. How can we be rich and be
poor? Because we have the greatest
gift ever given to mankind. We were
reminded a while back in Latty, over
the holiday season some of us might
give gift cards. Some of them are
never used. Businesses love them.
People buy gift cards to give to some
body and I forget how many of them
aren't redeemed. They are put in a
drawer and they are forgotten about
and pretty soon they expire. God
gave the greatest gift: His Son. That
whosoever believeth on Him should
not perish but have eternal life.

So let's continue on, brothers and
sisters. Perhaps this morning the
Word has spoken to your heart in
one area or another. Don't justify
your life and say well, I'm like this
church. I hated sin. I can't stand
them that are liars. Perhaps on the
other side, our spiritual being, we've
left our first love. Let's just look in-

ward, each of us. I'll tell you right
now, it spoke to my heart. Oh, be
cause I am saying it doesn't mean
the Word doesn't speak to us.
There's verses in here that really
challenge me. Matter of fact, I'll be
real open with you. In some ways,
I've felt a little bit like a hypocrite
standing up here. Specially when I
see some of you older brothers and
sisters that have weathered the
storms of life. I have a lot of work to
do in my life. The Word has chal
lenged me to do that. So let's make
sure that we keep the lights of the
church burning. That those that are
lost can find their way to salvation.
That when that great day comes,
we'll all be ready to meet Him.

A hymn comes to my mind nowin
closing. I don't know if I can quote it
exactly. But I feel like it sums up
what we've tried to say this morning.
It goes something like this. All the
railroad cars are empty as they rattle
down the track. In the newsroom no
one watches as machines type point
less facts. All the planes veer off their
courses. No one sits at the controls
no more. For the King of all the ages
has come to claim eternal souls.
Happy faces line the hallways. Those
whose lives have been redeemed.
Broken homes He has mended.
Those from prison He has freed. And
the young and the aged stand hand
in hand, all aglow. Lives who were
ruined, broken, crippled, now in gar
ments white as snow. The King is
coming. The King is coming. I just
heard the trumpet sound. Now His
face I see. Oh, the King is coming.
The King is coming. I just want to
leave that last part for each ofyou to
answer. It ends, Praise God He's
coming for me! Can we say that this
morning?

Official Apostolic
Christian

Church Website

* Providing basic information
about our church and linkage to other
church-related sites is located at:

www.apostolicchristian.org
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Full Time Service Positions in Haiti
The World Relief Child Sponsorship and Caribbean Committee open staff positions for the work with

MEBSH in Les Cayes, Haiti. These positions will be centered on the campus ofMEBSH in Cite Lumiere
with residences adjacent to or near our Brethren currently residing in Haiti. Both positions (described be
low) will be full time and require aminimum commitment ofthree years. Financial support will be provided
by the Brotherhood and/or WR through the Servant Fund. Candidates for both positions must be willing to
learn Haitian Creole at a minimum and preferably also French.

Child Care Support
A Brother or Sister to work in the Child Care Office ofMEBSH.

1) Prepare financial reports and reconcile bank statements.
2) Prepare information packets for new sponsors.
3) Order supplies and school packets (from World Relief Child

Sponsorship Committee delivered via sea containers).
4) Organize correspondence with sponsors.
5) Liason between ACWR Child Sponsorship Committee and

MEBSH Child Care Board.

MEBSH Construction Department
A sister to assist in the operation and

administration of the construction department.
1) Supervise and manage the work team guest house.
2)Assist with the maintaining financial records.
3) Host women on work teams including rural work sites.

Those interested in considering these positions should contact:
Bro. Ted Hirstein

67 Sapphire Point, Morton, IL 61550
309-266-8769 hirstein@mtco.com

Apostolic Christian Counseling and
Family Services
73 East Queenwood Rd,

Morton, IL 61550
309-263-5536 (local#) 309-263-6841 (fax)

877-370-9988 (toll free)
www.accounseling.org

Christ-centered counseling for
depression, anxiety, relationship problems, etc...

• Telephone consultations with a counselor
• Information about mental health issues and relationship problems
• Referrals to qualified counseling and family services in your area
• Referrals to specialized services
• Apostolic Christian Way of Purity
• Information and presentations on Biblical financial stewardship
• Materials and presentations on other specific topics
• Mentoring for students in mental health-related fields
• All calls are confidential

Preschool Teacher
Needed

The Apostolic Christian Pre
school has an immediate opening
for a teacher directed of the Lord,
with a degree and/or experience in
Elementary or Early Childhood
Education. It is a wonderful expe
rience to teach children about the
Lord in a loving, Christian envi
ronment. If you feel the call and
want to find out more please
contact:

Bro. Mike Moore
(256) 729-0620
8653 Beechwood Rd.
Athens, AL 35611
Email: ALM@aol.com
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POSITION
AVAILABLE

Assistant to the
current

Administrator

Parkview Haven Retirement
Home ofFrancesville, Indiana, is
seeking an Assistant to our cur
rent home Administrator. Ifyou
prayerfully feel the Lord's lead
ing and have a desire for this po
sition, please contact Gene
Huber Sr. through the following
listing:

gbhuber@gmail.com
Phone: 574-946-3447
Fax: 574-946-4229

DIRECTOR OF ACTIVITIES
Managementposition available early this summer at

Detroit's Woodhaven Retirement Community.

Our current Director ofActivities was tragically widowed several years ago. Af
ter considerable prayer, she recently became engaged to a Christian widower ofher
same faith. Unfortunately he lives 3 hours away. She said that of all the jobs she
has had, this one is by far the one she loved the most and will have the hardest time
leaving.

The Director ofActivities is an active participant on the nine member Manage
ment Team and also manages our Adult Day Services program. A college degree is
desired, but not required. A love of the elderly and good oral and written communi
cation skills are important.

Woodhaven is licensed for 105 in the care facility and has 22 apartments and a
25 person, 7 day a week adult day program.

If God is tugging at your heart, please email:
Executive Director Randy Gasser at randyg@woodhavenrc.org

or call him at (734) 261-9000

Did I mention we have a very active choir at our church?
Assistance with moving costs will be provided.

Stories Of Faith & Courage
Experiences of Apostolic Christian Believers

Set of Three Volumes

Volume 1
30 Historical Accounts ofbrethren in Eastern Europe as they
suffered persecution for their faith

Volume 2
22 True Accounts of courage, suffering, and overcoming.
Includes stories ofAmerican brethren serving as noncombatants
in the military as well as Eastern European families who escaped
to freedom

Volume 3
33 True Accounts depicting family and prison life of brethren
during the World Wars and behind the Iron Curtain in Hungary,
Yugoslavia, Romania, and the Ukraine.

Order from:
Heritage Press, 3420 W. Akron Road, Edelstein IL 61526
curricularesources@juno.com Phone 309-249-6281

or order on-line at: www melttheheart com

Volume 1, European accounts
Volume 2, American and European accounts
Volume 3, European accounts

$10.00 plus shipping
$10.00 plus shipping
$12.00 plus shipping

... This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord, and their righteousness is ofme, saith the Lord.
Isaiah 54:17
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CARIBBEAN BOARD PROJECTS - 2008
All volunteers should contact the project coordinator. Should you not be able to contact the coordinator, for Haiti direct you

inquiry to Bro. Rich Bertschi, Ph. 309-467-6110, E-mail lemangm@mtco.com. For Jamaica, direct your inquiry to Bro. Mik
R '

- -
' 'assi, Ph. 1-309-359-5240 or E-mail michael rassi@@hotmail.com.

HAITI
Data updated from the Apostolic Christian World Relief web site as of May 12th, 2008 -www.acworldrelief.org/work-teams-caribbean/

Proiect Date Coordinator Capacity
Les Cayes, FRW Rick Wuethrich 219-567-9488
Vocational School Jun 20-27, 2008 topnotch@home.ffni.com 4

JAMAICA
Data updated from the Apostolic Christian World Relief web site as of May 12th, 2008 -www.acworldrelief.org/work-teams-caribbean/

Pete Webel 419-756-2587
Knockpatrick School, CCCD Jun 28- Jul 5, 2008 wpw47@aol.com 40
Jamaica Deaf Village, CCCD Jay Maibach
Akron, Rittman, Smithville SS Jun 20-27, 2009 jmmaibach@embarqmail.com 40

CCCD=Caribbean Christian Center for the Deaf A.W.A. - B.= Apostolic Water Aid/Bluffton
MEBSH= Missions of Evangelical Baptists of South Haiti A.W.A. - FRW = Apostolic Water Aid/Francesville,
Palm Grove = Mission of Haiti Remington, Wolcott
S.E.E.D. = An Agricultural School & Extension Service A.WA. - T = Apostolic Water Aid/Tremont
TBA = To Be Announced (*) = Changes or additions since last issue
Palm Grove = Mission of Haiti (**)= Spring Break Timeframe

Mexico Work Teams 2o08
If anyone is interested in leading a team to Mexico, contact Bro. Mike Fiechter at 260-597-7330 or mfiechter@onlyinternet.net

Data updated from the Apostolic Christian World Relief web site as of May 12th, 2008 - www.acworldrelief.org/work-teams-mexico/
Project Date Coordinator
Magdalena Don Hoerr/Peoria Bible Class
Construction Jun 7-14, 2008 hoerrfamily7@insightbb.com

Magdalena Brad Gehring/Taylor Bible Class
Construction June 21-28, 2008 217-228-9849

bradgehring@yahoo.com
Magdalena Kent Mogler
Construction June 28-July 5, 2008 651-452-8586

kent.mogler@comcast.net
Magdalena David Zeltwanger/Francesville Bible Class
Construction Jul 12-19, 2008 219-567-2378

dakzelt@urhere.net
Magdalena Blake Stahl 630-740-7461
Construction Jul 19-26, 2008 Chicago-Champaign Bible Class

bcstah101@hotmail.com
IJuarez Cheryl Herrmann

Medical/Dental Sep 17-24, 2008 309-385-1082
cherrmann@verizon.net

Magdalena Rod Schmidt
Construction Nov 22-29, 2008 303-774-7913

rschmidt@Acosta.com
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Summer Worship Services in Colorado
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In addition to our regular worship schedule in Aurora, ifthe Lord is willing, weplan to hold services at the fol
'owing locations:

July 13 & 20-

July 27 -

Best Western Alpenglo Lodge - Conference Center
Located in downtown Winter Park (78665 US Hwy 40)
Office: 888-726-8088 (toll free)
www.wplodging.com

Ponderosa Conference Center (Conference rooms 1& 2 behind the bath house)
Located near Colorado Springs at Larkspur
15235 Furrow Road
Larkspur, CO 80118
(719) 481-2482
www.visitponderosa.com

Morning song service will begin at 10: 15 A.M.; worship service at 10:30; followed by lunch and afternoon service. Minister
ng Brothers from the Denver congregation will be responsible for the services, however we welcome and encourage visiting
ministers to support this effort ifyour travel plans bring you out west this summer. The intent of these services is to alleviate

Erne of the crowding that we tend to experience during the busy summer travel season. (We don't want all our visitors to
oid Aurora!) We welcome all our visitors and deeply appreciate the fellowship that we share in Christ, whether in Aurora,
at the optional locations. For more information, and to help us plan more effectively, please notify Bro. Tom Leman ifyou
ll be attending services on any of these dates. Home telephone: (303) 696-1540 E-mail: lemantom@comcast.net

2008 Athens/Tennessee Memorial Day Weekend
scheduled May 24-25

"Trust and obey, For there's no other way, To be happy in Jesus, But to trust and obey." Hymns of Zion #186

"Trust and Obey" will be the theme for the 2008 Athens/Tennessee Memorial Day Weekend scheduled on May 24-25 at the
ennessee Fellowship area and at the Athens, Ala. Apostolic Christian Church. Everyone is invited to join us for this weekend of
llowship, singing, and worshipping the Lord.
As in past years, an auction will begin the weekend activities on Saturday afternoon at 2:00 p.m. at the Tennessee Fellowship
ea with registration starting at 12:00 noon. For the auction, donations will be appreciated. Supper will be served at 6 p.m. fol
wed by the evening events commencing at 7 :00 with singing and then Ministering Brother Curt Rassi (Tremont, Ill.) speaking
h "Trust and Obey" at 7:30 p.m.
On Sunday, regular church services will be held at 10:00 a.m. at the Athens, Ala. Apostolic Christian Church. Lunch will be

n your own with fellowship resuming at the Tennessee Fellowship Area at 3:30 p.m. and singing starting at 4:00 p.m. The sec
hd speaker, Ministering Brother Frank Sauder (Roanoke, Ill.) will begin at 5:00 p.m. with supper at 5:30 and singing resuming
terward.
Directions: For those who have never been to the Tennessee Fellowship Area, it is located in Southern Tennessee off of In
rstate 65 at Exit 14 (Pulaski). Ifyou are coming from the North, you will be turning left onto Hwy 64 after exiting. Travel ap
oximately 1/2 mile and turn left again immediately before the bridge onto Old Hwy 64. The Fellowship Area is located on the
ft. If you are traveling from the South, take Exit 14 (Pulaski) and turn right onto Hwy 64. Resume following the directions
pove.
Motel Accomodations: Tennessee Fellowship Area in Pulaski, Tenn.-Super 8 (800)800-8000 or (931)363-4501 Athens,
labama Area --Best Western (256) 233-4030; Comfort Inn (800) 228-5150 or (256) 232-2704; Country Hearth Inn & Suites
56) 232-1520; Days Inn (800) 329-7466 or (256)233-7500; Quality Inn (800)424-6423 or (256) 232-0030; Holiday Inn Express

t
OO) 465-4329 or (256) 232-7931; Sleep Inn (256) 232-4700; Super 8 (800) 800-8000 or (256)233-1446.
Bus from Central Illinois: For those ofyou who are located in the Central Illinois area, a bus will be going to the Tennessee

ellowship Area from Morton, Ill. for the weekend. To learn more details, contact Ed Kaiser at (309)263-8944 or e-mail him at

~

kaiser@dtnspeed.net
Contact Information: For planning purposes, we ask that you please notify one of the following contacts ifyou plan to join
for the weekend. Additionally, communication has been sent to each church, and you may also opt to notify your church's

ontact, who will in turn let us know of the numbers planning to attend from your congregation. If you have further questions,
hease feel free to contact Tennessee Fellowship Secretary Sis. Gwen Leuthold at (615)356-5755 0r leutholdg@aol.com, Tennes
{" Fellowship Chariman Bro. Don Sauder (615)373-8928 or don.sauder@ juno.com or Tennessee Fellowship Treasurer Bro.
ike Moore (256) 729-0620 or alm38@aol.com.
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Our Spiritual Heritage

Following are excerpts from a
writing entitled, "The Days of Yes
teryear in Woodford County, Illi
nois." It includes data from the
early days oftheApostolic Christian
Church at Congerville, Illinois. It
was compiled by Sis. Mae Schrock in
2001. OnMay 1, 2008, she observed
her 104th birthday. She is ayounger
sister of deceased Elder Bro. Noah
Schrock, Oakville, Iowa, and de
ceased ministering brothers Joe
Schrock and Jess Schrock,
Congerville, Illinois.

"When ElderJosephVirkler from
New York State visited the
Congerville area in 1850, there were
no Apostolic Christians living here.
His preaching and that of Elder
Benedict Weyeneth brought repen
tance and conversion to a few fami
lies, who at that time, were
Mennonites.

Their meetings were held at
homes, in barns, or wherever space
was available. In the summer, when
weather permitted, the few con
verted Apostolic Christians, with
families and friends, held their
meetings in the woods, as there was
no church building at that time.

A small church was built about
1895 near the Mackinaw River.
What is now called the Congerville
church was called Slabtown, be
cause there was a small town or vil
lage called slab town in the area.
There were a few stores such as a
post office, and a store for supplies,
a sawmill that cut slabs from the
area woods, etc. These slabs were

used to build the homes of the pio
neers. The sawmills were always
near water as waterpower was used
to operate the mills.

All converts were baptized in the
Mackinaw River until 1919 when
five souls were baptized during the
latter part of May. Sometimes,
whenbaptisms were in the winter, a
hole had to be cut in the ice. For
later baptisms there was an outside
pump near the church. Ahorse tank
was brought in and filled withwater
from the tank.

The old Congerville church at
that time was one single building
with a narrow hall across the south
front room. In the summer the front
doors were kept open for fresh air,
so it was not surprising if a chicken
or some type of friendly neighbor
would come in. Sometimes a hat
would blow offa hook in the hall and
come cart wheeling down the aisle.
There were two heating stoves in
the assembly room.

The kitchen and dining room
were across the back. The dining
room had three tables: two for the
women and children and one for the
men. It was also used for Sunday
School where the children were
taught to read German instead of
Bible stories. The Sunday school
had to be dismissed early to set the
tables for lunch, which consisted of
bread, butter, and jam.

There was also a narrow open
porch across the back. Beyond that
on the north side was one single
room called the summer kitchen
where the coffee was made in a big

copper boiler.
There were no screens on tl

windows so "fly chasers" were use
These were long sticks with colorfi
ribbons or probably crepe pap
streamers. Usually the young gi
would take the fly chasers and w
back and forth along the table sha
ing them to keep the flies off t
food.

Compared to our comforts tad
the above account seems nearly u
believable. Yet, it is valid, and fro
thememoryofone livingyet today]

In view of this account, the R
membering columnwould like toil
terview any 90-year-old person
older, who still has a clear mind.
am sure much historical data cou
be garnered, and kept in store for ft
ture generations, ifthe Lord tarriel
If you know of any such person(
please call me at 309-747-2803, or
800-847-6686.

Treasures ofPraise
Thy conflict is our peace.
Thy death is our salvation,
Thy bonds, our liberty,
Thy pains, our consolation.
Thy cross doth comfort give,
Thy wounds a balm that heals.
Thy blood a ransom is,
Thy Word a hope reveals.
From the "Zion's Harp,"
"One For All," page 44, verse 5

By Perry A. Klopfenstein
Gridley, Illinois

Next Issue: More history
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From Across The Ocean

"On Being An Example"
Elder Bro. Willis Ehnle, Shioda, Japan

51

Is there anyone in your life
o has influenced you by be
g a good example? Have you
er thought, "I would like to
like that person?" Have you
er thought that others look
you for a good example? Do
u believe others want to be
you? These are questions
orth considering. As Christ
Id not live for self but for oth
js, it is my understanding
at all Christians or true be-
vers should not live for self
t for others. It is part of be
g a good example.
In I Timothy 4:12 we read,
et no man despise thy youth;
t be thou an example of the
lievers, in word, in conversa
n, in charity, in spirit, in
ith, in purity." Ministers are
pposed to be good examples
that everybody wants to be
ke the ministers in our
urch. We hope and pray that
1 of our ministers have that
ind of respect. Timothy was
hstructed to be a good exam
le in what he said but also in
• s attitude and purity of life.

Now if you find someone
who is a good example and you
model after him or her, the rest
of the people in your church
then have two good examples
to imitate or follow after.
That's better than having just
one good example. If all of the
believers in your church then
model after the two ofyou, you
have a whole church of good
examples. If the whole church
becomes a good example of the
kind of people true believers
should be, those not yet con
verted will have many good ex
amples to observe and the Holy
Spirit is more apt to gain en
trance into their hearts. Be
fore I repented and surrender
ed to the Lord, I remember
thinking that I wanted to be
like another young man who
had repented and was baptized
in our Princeville Church. He
was a good example to me.

Maybe that's a bigger prob
lem than we know; too many of
us are not the good examples to
others that God wants us to be.
One poor example in a church

can harm the reputation of the
whole church and also the rep
utation of Christianity. For
some reason, a poor example is
whispered about much more
than a good example.
We need to be good examples

to each other but the greatest
example for all ofus is the Lord
Jesus Christ. I Peter 2:21
reads, "For even hereunto
were ye called: because Christ
also suffered for us, leaving us
an example, that ye should fol
low his steps." Peter was tell
ing the believers that if they
suffer for doing well, they
should take it patiently, as
Christ did.

The Bible teaches us to be
cheerful. "But be of good
cheer," John 16:33. The Bible
teaches us to be kind. "And be
ye kind one to another." Ephe
sians 4:32. If you wait until
you don't have anything to
worry about before you start to
be cheerful and kind, you will
never be cheerful and kind.
Let's be good examples now.
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