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The question was raised in the
Old Testament, "He was taken from
prison and from judgment: and who
shall declare his generation? ... " Isa­
iah 53:8. It is a question yet for you
and I. Who will declare today the
name of Jesus Christ? The Lord
brought that question forth to us
and He said, will He find faith when
He returns to this earth (St. Luke
18:8)? Will we be ashamed ofHim or
will we find Him so precious to us
that we are not ashamed but rather
thankful? That we will want every­
one to have the joy of knowing Him
as our Savior as we have found Him.

The angels certainly were not
ashamed. They came in their glory
and they declared His coming. They
declared that this little baby was the
Son of God. They declared that He
was come to be a Savior, not simply
to this little group of shepherds but
to all mankind. (St. Luke 2:9-14)
But we know that this salvation is
not automatically given to everyone
simply because it is available to ev­
eryone. But it is given to those who
end up receiving it and seeking it.
That is the blessing that all ofus can
enjoy. No one need be left out.
Everyone is eligible.

Why are we eligible? Is it because
that we have been good enough? No,
we are eligible because we have been
bad enough. We didn't have to
drown in a deep lake of sin to be
qualified to need salvation. But be­
cause we were sinners, God said He
so loved mankind that He sent His
Son, that if we believe on Him, we
will find salvation (St. John 3:16).
We know the steps that God has pre­
scribed for qualifying for that salva­
tion. We know, based upon His
Word, the things that we will do to
maintain in our life that hope of sal­
vation. Tonight, we don't want to
slight that part of the message, but
we do want to praise God for being
gracious enough unto His creation,
you and I, to send His Son.

Many ofus in this room have chil-
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dren. All of us have been children of
someone. Hopefully every one of us
were privileged enough to have par­
ents who loved us. Who cared for us
the best they understood and knew
how. For those parents who under­
stood of the ways of God and loved
and followed God, they have taught
us of this precious plan of salvation.
Because it is simply the greatest
message that can ever be imparted
from one generation to the next. We
can give all kinds ofadvice on how to
live in this world, how to be a good
neighbor, how to be a good business
person, how to be a good worker,
how to be a good employer. We can
give all kinds of advice. But we know
there will come a day that all of
these things won't matter at all
compared to whether we have im­
parted to our children the message
of salvation. But the point, dear
ones, that we want to make is that,
when we have children, we recog­
nize a little better, if you will, their
value.

What would it be like to know
that before a child was conceived
into our family, what his destiny
was to be? That his destiny was to go
to a land where he would be de­
spised, ridiculed, hunted and finally
nailed to a cross by people who
hated him and to be taunted until he
died. I am not sure exactly how we
would handle that.

As many things in this life, it is al­
most worse waiting for something
to happen than it is for when the
thing actually happens. God knew
this for centuries. But He fulfilled it
anyway. That is why tonight we
have a reason to come together and
to worship this great God. Dear
ones, we have a reason to worship
Jesus Christ. We maybe get almost
the idea, if we don't think about it a
little bit, we almost get the idea be­
cause He was a little baby, He didn't
have a choice in this thing. But the
wonder of it all is I don't believe He
had spent His centuries of time be-
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fore He came to this earth, as a tiny
infant. But rather I believe He spent
His time as an adult, as He is today.
We can read indications of that and
we know that is a fact when we read
in God's Word. He simply came to us

Sermon continued on page 45
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"The entrance ofthy words
giveth light; it giveth under­
standing unto the simple."
(Ps. 119:130)
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Light From The Word
Obedience

Writings based
on God's Word
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Thy Word, 0 Lord, forever is the mir­
ror where we see our faults and duties as
they are, Our likeness unto thee ("Obedi­
ence to the Word" Zion's Harp p. 142).

Obedience means to do as requested
or required. Whether one agrees with the
request really doesn't change the mean­
ing of the word. There are, of course,
some requests or orders we should not
obey. There are so many who do not un­
derstand right and wrong as based on
God's, Word that we need to be careful
who we listen to. Being obedient to those
who advise us to behave contrary to
God's Word is, of course, very danger­
ous.

On their journey from Egypt to the
Promised Land, the children of Israel
were often disobedient. The conse­
quences of this behavior was severe. All
except Joshua and Caleb, of the children
of Israel who were twenty years old and
upward, died in the wilderness and were
denied entrance into the Promised Land
because of disobedience.

As we study the Old Testament, we
find many details in the old law that made
total obedience seem difficult. Some­
times we do not understand why all of the
detail is important. When Moses told the
people what the Lord had said, they
"...answered with one voice, and said all
the words which the Lord hath said we
will do" (Ex. 24:3). Later, when Moses
had received much detail about the cur­
tains in the tabernacle, various coverings,
vessels, etc. we are told "Thus did Moses:
according to all that the Lord com­
manded him, so did he" (Ex. 40:16).

What was the result of the willingness
of Moses and the people when they did
all that the Lord asked of them? "...the
glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle"
(Ex. 46:34-35). A similar incident oc­
curred at the dedication of the temple.
King Solomon had instructed the builders
of the temple to follow the details without
deviation. At the time of the dedication of
the temple "...it came to pass, when the
priests were come out of the holy place,
that the cloud filled the house of the Lord,
so that the priests could not stand to min­
ister because of the cloud: for the glory of
the Lord had filled the house of the Lord"
(I Ki. 8:10-11).

Throughout the scripture we read of
many others who were also put to great tests
and in faith obeyed God. David spared
Saul's life on several occasions because he
knew of a truth "...who can raise his hand
against the Lord's anointed, and be guilt­
less" (I Sam. 26:9)? David's obedience un­
der difficult circumstances led to many
blessings after he became king.

Undervery trying circumstances Ruth the
Moabitis chose to follow her mother-in-law
and travel to a strange land. She knew that
God would be with her and she said "...for
whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou
lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be my
people, and thy God my God:" (Ruth 1:16).
She was obedient to Naomi, her
mother-in-law, after they returned to the
land of Naomi's people.

Esther was placed in a position, as
Queen, where she could save the lives of her
people by entreating King Ahasuerus. In or­
der to do so she had to approach the king
without having been called - an act pun­
ishable by death. After three days of fasting
by all the Jews in Shushan, she went into the
kingwith the attitude that "...if I perish, I per­
ish" (Es. 4:16). Her willingness to obey
saved the lives of her people.

The greatest act of obedience, of course,
was the willingness of Jesus Christ to go to
the cross and shed His blood for our sins. He
was greatly burdened by this very difficult
assignment. He knew the pain and agony
that awaited Him. He prayed fervently three
times that if there were anotherway perhaps
He could be spared this terrible ordeal. All
alone, His disciples having fallen asleep
while He prayed, He pleaded with God for
an escape, but each time He added, "...nev­
ertheless not what I will, but what thou wilt"
(Mk. 14:36). Jesus won a victory of obedi­
ence to God.

We also are faced with many decisions
about whether to obey God or not. Some of
those decisions are obvious to us. Some are
not so obvious. All of us must decide
whether we will obey the call to repent, be
converted, and take up the cross and follow
Him. Although we may not always have rec­
ognized when God called us into His ser­
vice, we did know that the time would come
that we must answer the call.

But what about the daily tasks that con­
front us? Many times each day we face the

need to make decisions about obedience
to God. Some of the tasks are significant.
Some may seem trivial. What happens to
us if we ignore the "little" things?

"Is it a small thing for you to weary
men, but will ye weary my God also?" (Is.
7:13). Jesus reminded us of the impor­
tance of obedience even in small things.
A nobleman had given ten of his servants
a pound to use until his return. The
amount of return was not the issue. The
diligence of the labor was. Those who
were faithful were told "...because thou
hast been faithful in a very little, have
thou authority over ten cities" (Lk.
19:17). Peter reinforced the importance
of diligence and faithfulness in small
things. "...be diligent that ye may be
found of him in peace, without spot, and
blameless" (II Peter 3:14). It truly takes
obedience in small things to make sure
we are without "...spot, or wrinkle.. "
(Gal. 5:27).

There are many places in the scripture
that remind us of the blessings of obedi­
ence to "...all the counsel of God" (Acts
20:27). "Blessed are they that do his
commandments, that they may enter in
through the gates into the city" (Rev.
22:14). Jesus reminded us of the bless­
ings of detail when He said, "Thou shalt
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart
and with all thy soul, and with all thy
mind. This is the first and great com­
mandment" (Mt. 22:37-38).

Sometimes we may get discouraged
and think it is just not possible for us to be
good enough. It is just not possible to be
as faithful as we would like to be. When
John was on the Isle of Patmos andwrote
to the seven churches of Asia, Jesus told
him to write "I know thy works, and trib­
ulation, and poverty, (but thou art rich)
..Fear none of those things which thou
shalt suffer ... and I will give thee a
crown of life" (Rev. 2:9-10). "Because
thou hast kept the word of my patience,
I also will keep thee from the hour of
temptation ... " (Rev. 3).
Jesus knows our plight. He knows

the deceitfulness of Satan. He knows
the difficulties we face and He has a
beautiful promise to him that
overcometh.

An editorial committee of elder brothers is preparing articles for this section of the Silver Lining to address some of the special needs of our times.
Suggestions for subjects are welcome and can be sent to: Silver Lining Editorials, 1398 Spring Hill Dr, Orrville, OH 44667-9023
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...The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few; Pray ye therefore the
Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest. Matthew 9 37-38

Preschool of
Athens, Alabama
A small Preschool, affiliated with
[the Athens, Alabama church
was established as a pilot project in
1981 for the purpose of evaluating
the feasibility of Christian schools.
This Preschool has provided oppor­
tunities for many of our members to
do missionary work through teach­
ing and volunteer activities. It has
provided an opportunity for many
children to get a preschool educa­
tion in a Christian atmosphere; it has
served as a mission outreach with
the hope of bringing additional
people to the Athens church; and
it has helped bring teachers, vol­
unteers, board members, and other
visitors to the Athens church from
the northern churches. During the
past twenty-four years of operation,
attendance at the school ranged
from a few students the first year to
a peak average monthly enrollment
of 48 students in 1996. Current en­
rollment is 21 students.

The Athens Preschool was es­
tablished as a separate corporation
under the jurisdiction of the Apos­
tolic Christian Church ofAmerica,
and is governed by a set ofby-laws.
It operates under the oversight of a
volunteer Administrator who is ac­
countable to a School Board made
up of five brothers. The School
Board is accountable to the Elder
Education Committee who serve as
Counseling Elders for this project.

Goals and objectives
The general goals of the Apostolic
Christian Preschool are to help
young preschool age children de­
velop in the areas of: Intellectual
growth - language development,
reading and math readiness, science
concepts; Social growth - behavior,

values, respect for others; Spiritual
growth - love of God, love for oth­
ers; and Physicalgrowth - gross and
fine motor activities, good hygiene,
nutrition, body structure and func­
tion, activity and rest.
The Preschool opens each morn­

ing with children being dropped off
anytime between 6:00 - 8:30 AM.
During that time, the children are
engaged in creative free play and
activities teaching fine motor skills.
At 8:30 AM, the day begins with
singing and a Bible story. There is
an hour oflessons in separate class­
es based on the age of the student.
Each day, the children are provided
a hot, nourishing lunch along with
morning and afternoon snacks, time
to play on the playground, and ape­
riod of rest. The Preschool closes
by 5:30 PM. Field trips are taken
periodically to enhance study of a
unit topic.

Teachers and oversight
The teaching staff at the Preschool
has been the backbone of the school.
Two of the current staff are sisters
from the Athens church who have
worked there since its beginning
in 1981. Several others from the
Athens church, and seventeen dif­
ferent sisters from churches in Illi­
nois, Indiana and Ohio have devoted
from one to many years teaching the
little children at the Preschool and/
or coordinating the activities there
over the past twenty-four years. The
efforts of these teachers have made
a significant impact upon the lives
ofmany children. There is currently
a need for an additional full-time
teacher at the school.
The Athens Preschool is admin­

istered by a Board of five brothers
who each serve a five-year term,
one being replaced each year. Since
1981, a total of twenty-three differ-

ent brothers have volunteered their
time to serve on the Board, mak­
ing at least two trips each year to
Athens for board meetings during
their five-year term. These brothers
are responsible for hiring teachers,
approving annual budgets, review­
ing financial performance against
the budget, establishing pay ranges
and annual salary changes for the
employees, among other duties.

Support and involvement
Throughout the years, numerous
individuals have volunteered time
during the summer or other school
breaks to help out at the Preschool in
maintenance activities, or to provide
a vacation period for the teachers.
Many others have contributed as
sponsors for those students whose
families could not afford to pay full
tuition. Several Sunday Schools
have made financial contributions
to the Preschool over the years.
These contributions and volunteer
help have been invaluable towards
keeping the preschool functioning.
One area ofon-going need is for one
or more young sisters to move to
Athens to provide companionship
and accountability for the sister(s)
who serve as teachers. There seem
to be adequate opportunities for
other employment in the area.

More information
For more information on supporting
the efforts at the Athens Preschool,
please contact Bro. Mike Moore,
Administrator, at 256-729-0620
or ALM38@aol.com; or Bro.
Bob Walder, Chairman of the Pre­
school Board, at 309-965-2965 or
bobw@mtco.com. For those who
are interested, a monthly newslet­
ter is available which is prepared
primarily for updating parents of
current activities.
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World Relief
As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men

especially unto them who are of the household of faith. Galatians 6:10

School in Juarez, MX
Another school year has begun

at the Escuela Primera de Am­
mar school in the city of Juarez,
Mexico. The thing that is different
about this school compared to the
public schools in Mexico is that Je­
sus Christ is taught on a daily basis
to students who may have never
heard the Word of God.
This school is very transient be­

cause Juarez is a border town and
many come from the interior hop­
ing to find a better life by seeking
employment at an American factory
or hoping to get to the United States.
Many times, expectations are not
met and they return to the interior
with their children.

Child Sponsorship
Each year when school begins, a
small group of brothers or sisters
from the AMMAR Child Sponsor­
ship field office have the opportunity
to travel to Juarez. While there, they
enroll new students and remove the
names of students who have left the
school. In addition to obtaining the
current enrollment, they meet with
the staff at the school, oberve the
classrooms and the function of the
school. They measure each of the
children for uniforms and take their
pictures. The pictures and updated
enrollment are sent to Morton, IL to
the main Child Sponsorship office
where they are processed for the
sponsorship program.

The measurements are brought
back to Bluffton, IN where uniforms
are purchased or sewed, packaged
and then sent to the Ammar school.
In addition, each student receives
a sweater as a Christmas gift from
their individual sponsor. It is such
a blessing to know that we truly
can make a difference in the life
of a child.

In early October 2005, four sisters
representing the Bluffton field of­
fice made the trip to Juarez to learn
more about the school and the op­
portunities with the sponsorship
program. Because of the language
barrier, the difference between the
Mexican and American culture, and
because they are not there on a daily
basis to monitor the daily activities
at the school, they felt this trip to
Juarez was needed to give insights
for future decisions. As they learned
more about the Mexican culture,
they developed a new appreciation
for the work being done, and the
Christians we work with.

The group was taken to a store
to buy school supplies for the
school year. When they arrived at
the school, chapel was in progress
and Minerva was teaching a Bible
School lesson to approximately 120
children, from kindergarten to sixth
grade. She used a flannel graph set
that had been donated by World Re­
liefto keep their attention and taught
them about a leprous man. She then
related that to the students' lives by
explaining that we can have leprosy
of the heart by telling lies but that
Jesus can cleanse our hearts. The
students all said their Bible verse
together and a male teacher led the
children in prayer. They were then
dismissed to their classrooms.

Beginning with a hot lunch
Apostolic Christian World Relief
involvement in Juarez began in the
mid 1980's. At that time, a hot lunch
program began and continues today.
In addition to serving a hot lunch, a
Bible lesson and singing is part of
that program. Minerva, the current
Bible lesson teacher, was one of the
young children who benefited from
the hot lunch program. It is encour­
aging that this program has shown

fruit in this way. God continues to
bless this simple program.
Many mothers of students came

at the start of the school day (1 :00
PM) to prepare the hot lunch for
the students. These students are
fortunate to have a hot meal each
day, but more fortunate to hear the
Word of God. The students were
well behaved and seemed to have
a lot of respect for the teachers, the
parents and for each other.

The power of the Gospel
The school in Juarez continues to
grow. The building will hold 150
students and they now have 126
students enrolled for the present
school year. The team came back
from Mexico reassured that God
is truly alive and working in the
lives of the Christian believers
who are reaching out and spread­
ing the gospel to 126 children each
day in Juarez, Mexico at Escuela
Primera de Ammar. They challenge
the young people to bring twelve
new people to church each year to
hear God's Word. Their statistics
show that eight of the twelve will
make a decision to come to Christ
in humble repentance.
It is encouraging and humbling to

consider the work that God is doing
in Juarez, Mexico and that Apos­
tolic Christian World Relief has
had an opportunity to be involved
for over 20 years. At the time of
this writing, there is still a need
to sponsor 40 students. If you wish
to be involved in this work, you
can contact the Child Sponsorship
Office in Morton, IL. The cost per
month for a student is $25.00.
The address is:
ACWR Child Sponsorship
PO Box 36
Morton, IL 61550
Phone: 309-266-6080
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APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN
HOME FOR THE
HANDICAPPED

Do you ever wonder about your
purpose in life? This question came
up at a recent Bible study with a
small group of residents at Timber
Ridge.

Small Bible study groups con­
tinue to be held at several of our
homes every month. One of the
groups has a group ofTimber Ridge
residents who are severely chal­
lenged with physical disabilities.
All of these residents use wheel­
chairs to ambulate and have adap­
tive equipment. The leader of this
group is physically challenged, too.
A staff assists the group. Some­
times the others can't understand
this man's speech, due to his physi­
cal challenges. The staff helps in­
terpret his speech for the others.

During the October gathering
for the Timber Ridge Bible group,
the leader made some statements.
He said, "God put us inwheelchairs
for a reason. He shows His power
through us. He helps us. Others get
to help us and this helps them, too.
Someday in heavenwewill not have
these bodies." The other residents
didn't seem to need to talk about
the reasons why God "put them in
wheelchairs." They started talking
about heaven right away. One per­
son said there are streets of gold
there. One resident wanted to talk
about other residents who died and
are there in heaven. He said, "What
about the guy who liked frogs, and
the guy who had a coffee cup collec­
tion ... are they there?"Yet another
resident said, "Well, thebest part of
heaven is that we will see God."

After the discussion, one resi­
dent in the group looked somewhat
nervous. The leader asked him,
"Are you going to heaven?" The
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first resident answered, "I don't
know." The leader then clearly out­
linedtheplanofsalvation. He spoke
of Jesus' blood and the death, re­
pentance toward God, and then life
controlled by Jesus.

At this point the staff who as­
sisted in the Bible study realized
there is a purpose for every single
living breathing soul on planet
earth.

JANUARY birthdays at Timber
Ridge, 2125 Veterans Road, Mor­
ton, IL 61550: Nicole Delicath (1/6),
Stephen Penn (1/8), Jacqueline
Willett (1/19), Bruce Steffen (1/19),
Franz Fischer (1/26), John Eddy
(1/27), Thomas Sides (1/31).

At Linden Estate, 1000 Linden
St., Morton, IL 61550: Mary
Schramm (1/13), Karen Blunier
(1/14).

At431W.David,Apt.G,Morton,
IL 61550: Rhonda Gerst (1/12).

GATEWAY WOODS
APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN

CHILDREN'S HOME
Tim Sauder

Seeking Jesus: For years I have
been fascinated with certain parts
of nativity scenes and the way in
which the birth of Jesus is por­
trayed pictorially. It is a challenge
to include all the components and
people ofthat awesome story in one
picture. While it is accurate to in­
clude the wise men in the story,
placing them at themanger scene is
not likely to have occurred.

Angels, shepherds, animals -
yes, they were part of that holy
night. Specifically a donkey is ques­
tionable since we have no written
record that Mary actually rode in­
stead of walked from Nazareth to
Bethlehem. Even the "luxury" of a
donkey or a wagon ride would have
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been torturous. Just ask a woman
who is nine months pregnant how
far she wants to ride or walk on a
rough road.

A closer reading reveals that the
wise men came as late as two years
after Jesus' birth and that the Lord
and his parents were living in a
house by the time of their arrival
with their rich gifts fit for the King.
Were there really three wise men?
We don't know just how many. We
know from the plural there were at
least two and that they had three
types of presents. But there could
have easily been many more than
three.

Many of us lose interest in the
news events of last week and we
move on to somemore new, exciting
or novel reports ofwars, calamities,
political intrigue or the results of
game. TheMagi were not easily dis­
couraged. In fact they were quite
courageous, tenacious and patient,
and guided asmuch by faith as they
were the star. The most important
thing is that didn't give up and they
searched for the one and only Jesus
until they found Him.

The saying "Wise men still seek
Him" is just true as ever. Today
there is light pollution making it
hard to distinguish which is His
star. There is so much noise, static
and competition for our senses that
it's hard to hear the clear message.
There are more detours and dis­
tractions. And there are plenty of
deceivers and detractors with offi­
cial looking uniforms but who give
out poor directions orwho are quick
to deny that there is such a Savior.
There are still otherswhowould say
that any "savior" will do, as long as
we are sincere in our search. That's
a sweet sounding lie from the pit of
hell.
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The Word promises that if ask
we will receive, if we seek we will
find, and ifweknockthedoorwillbe
opened. (Matt 7:7) The Lord says
"Seek ye me and ye shall live."
(Amos 5:4) Hebrews 11:6 says
"that he is a rewarder of them that
diligently seek him." In this season
of shopping we need to be seekers
instead, not satisfiedwith anything
less than the real thing, the authen­
tic item, the true Savior and Lord
Jesus. And when we do, let us be
wise men and women to humbly
bow down in reverence, willingly
surrendering our most precious
gifts - our hearts and our lives.

News:
- Marc and Diann Grim are

pleased to announce the birth of
their new son, Marcus Jeremiah
Grim. Marcus was born onNovem­
ber 16. We are also thankful that
one of our pregnant teens in the
west house gave birth to her baby
boy. We welcome both infants!

- Please remember to pray for 3
families who recently returned
from adopting children in China
and for a 14 year-old mother who is
placingher child for adoption. Also
we currently have 3 girls who are in
our Foster-to-Adopt program. We
are so thankful for the families who
want to make a difference in the
lives of others.

-After years of sacrificial volun­
tary service and over two years as a
full-time staffmember, we bid fare­
well to Bro. Kevin Sauder as he
leaves GatewayWoods Family Ser­
vices to return to his previous em­
ployer. In addition to home-based
services and Biblical counseling, he
contributed greatly to our adminis­
trative process, seminars ministry,
and printed materials.
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APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN
PRESCHOOL
Athens, AL

Melissa Slagel

Thank you for the sun so bright.
Thank you for the moon at night.
Thank you for my family.
Thanks for friends who play with

me.
Thanks for everything I see.
I am thankful, yes siree!

We certainly are so thankful for
another wonderful month oflearn­
ing and loving here at the pre­
school. The children seem to
continue to soak up whatever we
teach and model to them. Our older
children love to play school and I
cringewhen I hear them say"okay I
amthe teacher". It is amazingto see
us in so many things they say and
do. It is a good reality check too! We
pray that they can see God in us so
thatGod canbe seen in themasthey
grow and mature.

Everyday as part of our curricu­
lumwe read Bible stories to them. I
wonder some days as they untie
their shoes and then retie them
again in hundreds of knots, or
scrunchingup their face at the child
next to them, or searching their lit­
tle arms and legs for ouchies ... are
they really hearinganythingwe are
saying? I thankthe Lordwhen itbe­
comes obvious that yes they cer­
tainly are. One of our little 3 year
old girls was reading abook one day
and she told me "this girl's name is
Samson." When I asked her why,
she simply said "because her hair is
long." We hadjust read the story of
Samson a few days before. They re­
ally ARE listening and watching,
even while knotting their shoe­
laces!

Throughout the month of No-

7

vember we did activities with the
color brown. We also talked about
healthy choices and nutrition. I
don't think they were 100% per­
suaded that vegetables taste better
than candy and chips, but at least I
think we got the point across that
candy all day, every day, isn't
heal thy. We also practiced
Thanksgiving songs andpoems and
created pilgrim and Indian cos­
tumes. Then a few days before
Thanksgiving we invited all of the
special people in our lives for a little
performance and feast. The chil­
dren did a wonderful job and it was
so rewarding to see the happy par­
ents.

ALABAMA, ATHENS
Louise Hall

Wehavebeenprivileged over the
years as people have come to visit
Athens, or havemoved here to have
built so many relationships. With
the preschool here too, many teach­
ers have come and then moved on.
As a result, they and their families
remain special to us. We had a
Homecoming weekend this month
to get togetherwith all ofthose who
havehelpedmakeAthenswhatitis.
It was a special weekend filled with
singing and worship. Thank you to
Bro. Jaye Rinkenberger (Sis.
Peggy, Goodfield, IL) who was our
minister on Sunday. Also, thank
you to Psalm 100 for coming and
singing for us. God bless all who
came and helped make it such an
enjoyable weekend. We look for­
ward to the great Homecoming
where we will never have to say
goodbye.

Bro. Jeff Thames (Sis. Brenda)
came fromWashington, IL, to do a
marriage seminar forus on a Satur­
day this month. Several others
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from IL came as well to take part in
the weekend. God bless Bro. Jeff,
all of his family and everyone who
shared the weekend with us.

Our other visiting minister this
month was Bro. Greg Stoller (Sis.
Jill, Forrest, IL). Thank you for
coming and bringing God's mes­
sage to us.

Several were in the hospital this
month. Our prayers go out to Bro.
Arnold Haggenmaker who has
been having some heart problems.
Daniel King is also having compli­
cations as a result of a motorcycle
accident a year ago. We know the
Lord is the ultimate healer and we
continue to pray for him. Daniel is
the grandson of Sis. Katherine
King. Sis. Ruby Ross has also been
sick and we pray that she will be
well again soon.

Eric Coulter remains stationed
with the army overseas. Eric is the
son of Bro. David and Sis. Barbara
Coulter. Hewill not be able to come
home for Christmas. We need to
pray for him that he can feel the
presence of God. Mail can be a big
day brightener when you are as far
away as he is. I am sure he would
appreciate feeling the support. His
address is:

PTV. Eric Coulter
Alpha Battery
1st. BN-38 FA
Camp Casey
South Korea
APO 96224-15683

ARIZONA, PHOENIX
Ron and Ev Hoerr

"Put on the whole armour of
God, that ye may be able to stand
against the wiles of the devil."

Ephesians 6: 11
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Our youth group did enjoy their
visit to Prescott in November.
God's love overwhelmed our pre­
cious young ones, many ofthem re­
penting.

The Sunday School picnic was
well attended October 30.

Our beloved winter visitors and
residents are arriving and God's
love is very plentiful.

God blessed our parents who
learnedmore ofwhat theWord says
about bringingup our children. We
thank Bro. Jeff Thames (Sis.
Brenda) for lending himself to our
service.

We appreciated visiting minis­
ters: Bro. Jeff Thames (Washing­
ton, IL), Bro. Curt Kaufman
(Tucson), Bro. Todd Zollinger
(Silverton, OR), Elder Bro. Tom
Hoffman (Roanoke, IL), Elder Bro.
Wayne Banwart (Champaign, IL)
andBro.MarshallHeinold (lxtlan).

Many prayers have been needed
for our loved ones: Sis. Ruth
Vaughn, Sis. Toni Bentley, Jacob
Hand, Lauren Meiss, Dakota
Thorpe, Sis. Shirley Mohrman,
Bro. Herb Knochel Sr., Sis. Bertha
Miller, and Bro. Clarence Beyer.

We are thankful that God has
touched the hearts ofAmy Ebert,
Carl and Donna Richardson, Madi­
son Gutwein, T'Kya Hoerr,
Bethany Knochel, and Laura
Wiegand, each ofwhomhas made a
beginning in repentance.

God's love and greetings to all.

ARIZONA, PRESCOTT
Jane Hodges

Faithful until death remain!
For the crown of life be striving.
Break through bonds ofwoe and

pam,
In His promise e'er confiding,
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Which through grace is kept in
store

For thee when thy journey's o'er.
Zion's Harp #105

Bro. Henry Volz Jr. passed from
this life onNovember 4 at the age of
87. He had been unable to worship
with us for almost two years due to
declining health. His services were
held at the church on Sunday, No­
vember 13, but his graveside ser­
vices were held in Omaha,
Nebraska, where he was buried
next to his wife, Philomena, who
presided him in death in 1991. At
his service, Bro. Jim Furrer men­
tioned how Bro. Henry was always
at the construction site when our
churchwas beingbuilt, cleaningup
after theworkers andkeepingtrack
ofthings. He lovedbeinginvolved.

Bro. Tyler Scott has moved to
the Prescott area from Bluffton,
and is working with Bro. Dan
Dubach in his landscaping busi­
ness. We welcome Bro. Tyler into
our congregation and wish him the
Lordblessings in his newhome and
job.

We were blessed with a visit by
several ofthe single members from
the Altadena and Phoenix
churches on Veterans Day week­
end. We thank them for their visit
and pray they received ablessing as
we did from their visit.

ARIZONA, TUCSON
Lisa Knapp

We have the best news possible
to report this month. Our number
of converts has just risen from two
to four. That is big news in a little
church like ours! We are thrilled to
be able to report that Doug and
Young Bauer have expressed their
need for repentance and their de-
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sire to work out their soul salvation
in our church. Along with Christie
Kaufman and Krystal Tyler, we
now have four souls repenting. I
guess my faith is weak because if
you would have told me sixmonths
ago that we would have four con­
verts by Thanksgiving, I believe I
would have had my doubts. It is
truly amazing how the Lord works
to strengthen our faith when we
need it themost. I standhumbled in
awe of His grace and mercy. The
Tucson church is rejoicing with all
of our converts and praying God
will surround them with His love
andgrace as they strive to learnand
grow. Thanks be to God!

With Thanksgivingcomingnext
week, we certainly have much to be
thankful for as you just read. We
just enjoyed a visit from our Elder
Bro. Jon Kokanovich and his wife,
Sis.Nancy. They spent the daywith
us this past Sunday and Bro. Jon
visitedwith our converts.We thank
them for their service oflove on our
behalf.

Ourtemperatures are in the 70's
as we head into the weekend before
Thanksgiving. Overnight lows are
in the low 50's and the days are
beautiful and sunny.

CALIFORNIA, ALTADENA
Robin Moser

"I will praise thee, 0 Lord, with
mywholeheart; Iwill shewforth all
thy marvelous works."

Psalm 9:1

Thanksgiving is upon us again
and we are reminded of our many
blessings - of spiritual freedoms,
heritage, and the ultimate Gift.
Maywe all lookto share thesebless­
ings that havebeen entrusted tous,
and show forth His marvelous
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works.
We are thankful forvisitingmin­

isters who shared theWord with us
this month, including: Bro. Greg
Lehman (Sis. Mary Beth, Wolcott,
IN), Bro. JimKoehl (Sis. Hildegard,
San Diego, CA) and Bro. Andy
Klaus (Sis. Jana, Tokyo, Japan).
Our church has sensed the prayers
and support ofmany during these
past fewmonths, andwe appreciate
ministers who have traveled to be
with us.

We especially would like to wel­
come Bro. Andyand Sis.JanaKlaus
to northern California, where they
will be living for a few months. We
are thankful they will be able to
worship with us in Altadena, and
are appreciative of his willingness
to help on the pulpit.

Our congregation would like to
wish God's richest blessings on the
wedding engagement of Lindsey
Aberle (Bro. Doug and Sis. Sandy)
and Nick Alt (Darrell and Jenny).
Our prayers are for His leading as
they plan their future together.

CALIFORNIA, SAN DIEGO
Peggy Jevremov

As we approach the Christmas
season, may we remember to look
beyond themanger to the cross and
the precious gift of salvation that
was made available to all mankind
through the shed blood of our dear
Saviour. It is a gift that is freely
given, but for us to obtain it, we
must be willing to receive it.

As With Gladness Men Of Old
As with gladness men of old
did the guiding star behold;
As with joy they hailed its light,
leading onward, beaming bright;
So, most gracious Lord, may we
evermore be led to Thee.
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As with joyful steps they sped
to that lowly manger bed,
There to bend the knee before
Him whom heaven and earth

adore;
So may we with willing feet
ever seek thy mercy seat.

Holy, Jesus, every day,
keep us in the narrow way,
And, when earthly things are past,

bring our ransomed souls at last,
Where they need no star to guide,
where no clouds Thy glory hide.

We so enjoy the visitors we have
from time to time. We want to
thank Bro. Nelson Beer (Sis.
Shelby, Milford, IN) for his willing­
ness to share God's Word with us
this past month. May the Lord
richlybless all those that serveus in
the ministry.

Our prayers continue to be with
those of our congregation who are
unable to assemble with us: Sis.
Julianna Topolchanyi, Bro. Rory
Strahm, and Bro. Tibor Bozzay.

COLORADO,DENVER
Ann Gonglach

This fall, my 10-year-old son
studied angels and how they have
interacted with people. It's inter­
esting that there were many visits
by angels surrounding the event of
Christ's birth: fromZachariah's vi­
sion in the temple to Mary, Joseph,
the shepherds, and Joseph being
warned to flee to Egypt. God's spe­
cial messengers heralded this
birth, as the most important birth
in thehistory ofmankind. Aswe see
symbols of angels at Christmas­
time, they are a vivid reminder of
the glory and singularness of the
birth of God's Son.
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God's plan fulfilled as He had
willed,

Then came the Christ on earth
The star so bright in deepest night
Foretold His blessed birth.
The angel's throng with joyous

song
Appeared to shepherds meek
The angel's word the shepherds

heard
Then went they forth to seek.

Hymns ofZion, #35

On October 21-22, the Psalm
100 Quartet from Indiana, taught
us the basics ofmusic and sang for
us. That same weekend, Bro. Ron
Heiniger (Sis. Kayleen, Bloom­
ington- Normal, IL) taught a study
on worship and praising God
throughmusic to ourYoungGroup,
and preached the Word to us all on
Sunday.

Bro. Duane Metzger (West
Bend, IA) once again ministered to
us while he and his wife, Sis. Ruth,
were here in Colorado tomeet their
new grandchild.

Our sympathies are with our
Bro. Tom Leman (Sis. Marlene)
whose father, Bro. Wilmer Leman
(Eureka, IL) passedawaythis fall.

Sis. Sue Steffen (Bro. Larry) is
thankful to be recovering from foot
surgery.

We are glad to have Brittany
Moser (Garden Grove, IA) here
with us for a while as she attends
school.

It was a blessing to share with
the underprivileged when we again
participated in aThanksgivingfood
drive with other churches in our
community to help collect holiday
meals for needy families.

SILVER LINING

CONNECTICUT
ROCKVILLE
Laura Virkler
Amber Reutter

"All come and thankthe Lord.. "
As we approach a day set aside to
give thanks, there is so much that
comes to mind to be thankful for.
Surelywe are apeoplemostblessed.
May we all be thankful for the
bounty we have in this life and for a
Fatherwho loves and cares forus so
well.

We rejoice with more souls who
have come in repentance. Our
prayers are with Doug Luginbuhl
(Bro. Rick and Sis. Sue) and Bryan
Eastwood (Mark and Nancy). May
the Lordbewith themas theybegin
a new walk oflife.

Sis. Verona Schneider (Bro. Em­
manuel) underwent surgery this
past month and we are thankful
that she is steadily recovering.

Note of thanks:
We wish to extend our sincere

thanks and appreciation to all who
remembered us with your prayers,
calls and cards in the illness and
passing ofour beloved husband, fa­
ther andgrandfather.Wehavebeen
deeply touched by your kindness
and pray that God will reward each
and every kind deed.

Humbly, the family ofBro. Clar­
ence Mangold

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
WASHINGTON
Henrietta Meyer

",.. every one loveth gifts.. ."
Isaiah 1:23

Thanks be to God for the won­
derful gift He has given in His Son,
the LordJesus. Maywe all keep this
in mind as we approach the holi-
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days.
As Iwrite this inmid-November,

it is hard to believe what the calen­
dar says. The temperature and the
leaves on the trees make me think
mid-October.

We are glad to have Bro. Dale
Koch from Tremont, IL, worship­
pingwith us while employed in Ra­
leigh, NC. It is over a four hour
train ride each way for him.

We have been listening to the
annual Conference tapes. What a
blessing - not only the inspiring
messages, but also the technology
that allows those who cannot at­
tend to hear the messages.

Our visiting ministers this
month were Bro. David Steffen
(Elgin, IL), Elder Bro. Ben
Wiegand (Philadelphia, PA), Elder
Bro. Ron Messner (Washington,
IL), Elder Bro. Phil Stettner
(Bluffton North, IN). We are
thankful for these Brothers andthe
family that camewith them tomin­
ister to us. Other visitors this
month were from Champaign, Eu­
reka and Tremont, IL; Rittman,
OH; Bluffton, IN; Philadelphia,
PA; andWilmington, DE. We hope
ourvisitorswill comevisitus again.

Services are usually held the
first, third, fourth and fifth Sun­
days of the month at the Tysons
Corner Westpark (Best Western)
Hotel, located about one-mile west
of the Beltway (1-495) on Route 7.
Song service begins at 10:15, wor­
ship service at 10:30; afternoon ser­
vice begins at 12: 15.

If you are planning to visit
Washington, D.C. for vacation or
business, please call Bro. Adamand
Sis. Liz Hermann (703) 212-7339 or
Sis. Henrietta Meyer (703)
904-8301 for assistance and to let
us know how many to expect for
Sunday services. Ifyou would like
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to get together on Saturday eve­
ning, please let us know that as
well. We would be happy to have an
evening of fellowship and/or sing­
mg.

FLORIDA
FT. LAUDERDALE
Renee Mangold

We have weathered another se­
rious hurricane in our area. The
awesome forces ofthese storms are
a very real reminder ofthe power of
our Lord. We have begun to return
to life as usual here and are thank­
ful that, while there were damages
to properties, we all are fine.

Weare prayingforMaritzaAlbu,
the daughter-in-law of our dear
friend, MartikaAlbu, who is ill and
has a six-month old baby. We pray
that God would put His healing
hand on her.

Our sympathies go to Bro. Mike
Hohulin (Sis. Faye) on the passing
ofMike's father, Bro. Bob Hohulin

'Roanoke, IL. May they be com-
forted by God's promise of heaven
and gain peace from His hand.

Bro. Ron Jones (Sis. Liz, Port­
land, OR) was with us and shared
God's Word with us. We pray that
Godwouldblesshimforhis service.

FLORIDA
NORTH FORT MYERS

Naomi Vogel
Bro. Vic and Sis. Dottie Beer

hosted their annual picnic on Octo­
ber 30 at their home in LaBelle.
They had a lot of extra labor in­
volved in their preparation because
they had to cleanup a lot ofdowned
tree limbs after hurricane Wilma
and were without power until the
daybefore thepicnic. After feasting
on a delicious potluck meal, we en­
joyed singing songs of praise.
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On November 6, we heard the
testimony ofSis. Carolyn Siegel fol­
lowed by her baptism. Our Elder
Bro. Ed Schwartz was here from
Bluffton to perform this blessed
sacrament. It was good to hear Sis.
Carolyn's "story" and we welcome
her into our church family.

We were saddened to hear ofthe
death of Bro. Vic Beer's brother

'Marion Beer, ofDenver, CO. There
were services in Denver and in
Milford, IN, where he was buried.
Bro. RonKoehl came fromSarasota
last Sunday to assist Bro. Marvin
Steffen in Bro. Vic's absence.

A 50th wedding anniversary is
becomingmore ofa rare event in to­
day's world. We rejoice with Bro.
Ray and Sis. Jeanie Haerr as they
celebrated their 50th anniversary
on November 13. They flew to Chi­
cago to celebrate with their chil­
dren. Congratulations, Ray and
Jeanie!!

Bro. Mel Schrockhad surgery on
his hand to replace the tendon be­
tween his thumb and first finger. It
was worn out, which indicates a life
ofhard work. Our prayers are for a
rapid recovery and good results!

Our little congregation had
grown quite a bit, but is beginning
to diminish again as some return to
their northern homes to spend the
holidays with their families. We
prayfor their safe return, andknow
that many more will be coming
south after the holidays.

FLORIDA, SARASOTA
Robin Wiegand

Greetings to all. We had the
great blessing of receiving many
teachings based on God's Word
through special seminars for
women and for the entire church
given by Bro. TedWitzig, Jr. (Mor-

11

ton, IL) and by the reading of the
Memorandumby Elder Bros. Andy
Stoller (Smithville, OH) and Dale
Eisenmann (Chicago, IL). MayGod
help us to apply these truths to our
lives.

Sis. Vera Martin hosted our
World Relief evening. We painted
and colored t-shirts for less fortu­
nate children this holiday season.
May all be richly blessed through­
out the Thanksgiving and Christ­
mas season and remember the
many things we have for which to
be thankful. We in Sarasota are
thankful to see our winter visitors
returning, which is a special bless­
mg.

GEORGIA, ATLANTA
Kevin Kipfer

Benjamin Stoller
As we watch the changing ofthe

leaves, we begin to reflect on the
changes in our lives. Let's be sure to
be ready for that final change.

Warm, hearty fall greetings. We
were very thankful for our visiting
ministers during the past month.
On October 16, Bro. Dave Obergfel
(Sis. Kathleen, Peoria, IL) came
and ministered unto us. Bro. Paul
Gasser and Sis. Joyce (Akron, OH)
blessed us with their presence on
October 30. The next Sunday, No­
vember 6, Bro. JedRocke (Sis. Mar­
sha, Goodfield, IL) alongwithmany
other Goodfield visitors came to re­
mind us how blest that tie truly is
that binds us together. We enjoyed
Bro. Don Gudeman (Sis. Mary, La­
crosse, IN) on November 13.

We continue to lift up Will Olar
in prayer as he persists in his aca­
demic endeavors. We gathered as a
church family at Bro. John and Sis.
Mary Brewer's for a bonfire on Oc­
tober 30. It was truly awarm expe-
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rience. The first week ofNovember
we put a new roofon the church. It
was a blessed time to workwith our
brethren as we grow closer to­
gether. All of us here in Atlanta
want to wish you a Merry Christ­
mas and a Happy New Year.

ILLINOIS, BELVIDERE
Doreen Moser
Sheila McCoy

"Rejoice evermore."
I Thess. 5:16

Our souls had many reasons to
rejoice thismonth as weheld our in­
vite a friendweekend. Amongthose
invited were two precious minis­
ters and their families, Bro. James
Knapp (Congerville, IL) and Bro.
Virgil Metzger (Chicago, IL). We
were certainly blessed by all who
shared the day with us. Bro. Gary
Anliker was also a visitingminister
this month and we always rejoice
when they spend a Sundaywith our
Belvidere congregation.

"Pray without ceasing."
I Thess. 5:17

Our High School Sunday school
classes traveled to Gridley, IL, for
ACYF this month. Although we as
parents and Sunday School teach­
ers hear the grumblings ofthe chil­
drenwhy they need to spend all day
in church, we were all blessed. The
songs that were sung by the chil­
dren touched many of those in the
congregation and as one mother
commented, "I couldn't help but
sing along." There is such joy in
singing praises to the Lord as a be­
liever. Ifwe continue to pray with­
out ceasing for the salvation of our
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children, surely they will someday
feel the separation from the Lord
and long for and attain thatjoy and
peace in their hearts.

"In everything give thanks; for
this is the will of God.. ."

I Thess. 5:18

We give thanks for the fellow­
ship of other believers and are
thankful we could gather together
inMadison thismonth for our Bible
Study.We are also thankful forBro.
ArtMuellerwho faithfully leads the
group.

As this month is Thanksgiving
and nextmonth wewill be celebrat­
ing the birth ofour Saviour, maywe
find the time to practice these three
simple verses.

ILLINOIS
BLOOMINGTON-NORMAL

Ann Nussbaum
Jen Heiniger

It has been a busymonth for our
congregation. As Thanksgiving
has just passed and Christmas ap­
proaches, we are reminded to thank
God forboth the good and the badas
well as for the loving church family
that shares in our trials and tri­
umphs.

We welcomed Bro. Matt
Kaufmann (Sis. Rebekah) to the
ministry. We are thankful the Lord
providedus with a faithful brother.
We lift the Kaufmann family up in
prayer as they take on this new
duty.

Visiting ministers this month
included Bros. Ron Bollier (India­
napolis), Brad Eisenmann (Chi­
cago), Jim Meiss (Phoenix), David
Obergfel (Peoria), and Howard
Plattner (Alto). Thank you to each
ofyou for allowingyourselves to be
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used. We also wish to thank Bro.
Bob Pflederer (Morton) for sharing
a two part Bible study on how to
study the Bible.

We rejoice with the angels over
our two new converts. Finding
God's grace to repent are Will
Nussbaum (Bro. Jay and Sis. Ann)
and Kimberly Brosman (Deborah).
Our prayers continue with you as
you commityourselves to the Lord.

Six babies brought us much ex­
citement this month. Bro. Bill and
Sis. Mary Masters welcomed two
grandchildren. Henry James was
born to Nathan and Sarah Masters
on October 14. Hejoins older sister
Anna. Grace DeeAnn was born to
Bro. Jeremy and Sis. Amy Masters
on October 19. She is welcomed by
Jacob, Courtney, Audrey, and
Elise, as well as grandmother, Judy
Custer. Bro. Ron and Sis. Donna
Hodel welcomed grandson Noah
Ryan, born to Nate and Robin
McElveen on October 23.
First-time parents, Bro. Darin and
Sis. Jessica Leman, welcomed
Ethan Scott into their hearts on
November 1. His grandparents are
Mary and Charlie Slickner, Fred
and Cynthia Basham, and Bro.
Howard and Sis. Gloria Leman
(Morton). Matt and Kirsten Hany
welcomed their first child, Grace
Ann Noel, on November 8. Her
grandparents are Bro. Rickand Sis.
Carol Harry, and Dick and Carol
Schertz ofMetamora. Bro. Matt
and Sis. Janelle Steidinger, along
withbig sisters, Mariah andJaelah,
welcomed their first son, Luke
Lehmann. His grandparents are
Bro. Dennis and Sis. Jane
Steidinger (Fairbury), and Art and
Janna Lehmann of Strawn.

Our sympathies go to Bro. Dave
Zeller (Sis. Christine) on the death
of his brother, Bro. Eric Zeller, of
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Indianapolis. We also extend sym­
pathy to Bro. Joe Beer (Sis. Jan)
and his family on the death ofhis fa­
ther, Levi Beer. Finally, Sis. Jen
Heiniger (Bro. Brett) lost her
grandfather, Bro. Bob Hohulin, of
Roanoke. Our prayers go out to
these three families in their loss.

We are also praying for Stephen
Kupferschmid (Bro. Larry and Sis.
Sandy) as he has spent time in
Comer Children's Hospital. We are
glad to have you back home with us
again.

On October 16, we celebrated
theweddingofour Sis. AlesaKnapp
(Bro. Kevin and Sis. Dixie) to Bro.
Clint Bahler (Bro. Ed and Sis.
Annette) ofWest Lafayette. On Oc­
tober 30, our Sis. BethanyWiegand
(Bro. John and Sis. Mary, Roanoke)
married Bro. Jeff Knobloch (Bro.
William and Sis. Eleanor, Lester,
IA) in Taylor, MO, where they will
make their home. On November
11, Suzanne Kieser (Bro. Bob and
Sis. Laura) married Erik Wilcox
(Jeff and Pam Wilcox). We wish
these couples God's blessings as
they establish their homes.

ILLINOIS, BRADFORD
Steve Endress

We enjoyed having several visit­
ing ministers with us this month.
ElderBro. Lawrence Luthi (Lamar,
MO) assisted Bro. Wayne with
provings and baptisms. Also, Bros.
Glen Braker (Princeville, IL), Rex
Frieden (Lamar, MO), Dennis
Rassi (Fairbury, IL), Greg Rassi
(Chicago, IL), and Ted Hirstein
(Morton, IL) ministered unto us.

We rejoice that two young men
were received into the church and
became our Brothers in the Lord.
Brandon Baer (Ron and Sis.
Deanne) and Daniel Ehnle (Bro.
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Donn and Sis. Tracy) testified of
what the Lord has done in their
hearts and lives and were baptized
with the baptism of faith. We pray
that God will continue to help them
grow day by day.

We enjoyed hosting a Sunday
evening singing in which brethren
from Oakville and Burlington, IA,
joined us. We often take the fellow­
ship we enjoy for granted. We trust
they felt as blest as we.

As the Winter season is upon us
once again, may it help us to slow
down, take a little extra time to re­
lax, and remind ourselves that
readingtheWord ofLife, prayingto
Almighty God, and examining our
ownheart and life are the best ways
to spend a snowy evening. Let us
give the Lord the first fruits of our
time and energy.

ILLINOIS
CHAMPAIGN-URBANA

Karla Kieser

"I will praise the name of God
with a song, and will magnify Him
with thanksgiving."

Psalm 69:30

We have so much to be thankful
for and we were once again re­
minded of this recently with the
Thanksgivingholiday. The Sunday
School collected shoe boxes this
month filled with gifts for needy
childrenas part ofthe organization,
Operation Christmas Child. They
also filled baskets with food for
those in the areawho are not as for­
tunate.

Sis. Carissa Schlipfhas followed
the Lord's calling and is moving
soon toMagdalena, Mexico, towork
in the orphanage there. She has
been living in Champaign with her
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sister, Sis. Janelle, for a little over a
year and we will miss her dearly.
She has been working for Head
Start here in Champaign and has
always had a gift in working with
children.

ILLINOIS, CHICAGO
Rachel Meyer

Greetings from Chicago. As we
enter the Thanksgiving season, we
have the opportunity to once again
thank God for His blessings and
protection. Sometimes we may feel
that things have not been going so
well in our lives, but I have found
there is always at least one thing for
which I can be thankful.

We are thankful for the blessing
of partaking of Communion as a
congregation. Special thanks to El­
der Bro. Lynn Stieglitz (Leo,
IN)who assisted Bro. Dale in this
special evening. We extend a sin­
cere thankyou to Bro. Clark Stoller
(Gridley, IL) who presented a topi­
cal Bible study regarding "Reach­
ing out to Others," and to Bros.
Warren Zahner (Rockville, CT) and
Scott Wegman (Taylor, MO) who
also ministered to us. May God
richly bless all ofthese brothers for
their willingness to take the time
out of their schedules to share
God's Word.

A special blessing arrived in the
home of Bro. Kim and Sis. Diane
Steffen. Asher Reid Steffenwas en­
thusiastically welcomed by his two
brothers and two sisters. May God
richly bless this dear family.

We were recently privileged to
be able to listen to the Conference
tapes. We thank the Elder brothers
for their encouragement and con­
cern for our spiritual welfare. May
we remember to keep them in our
prayers.
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Sis. Gloria Stahl (Bro.Norm) re­
cently had surgery on her second
knee. We know this canbe apainful
surgery andwe pray for God's heal­
ing for Sis. Gloria. She is truly ap­
preciated and loved.

Recently my husband and I had
the honor to visit a couple we have
not seen in manyyears. It was ajoy
to meet their children, visit and
"catch up" on each other's lives.
The fellowship was so sweet and I
was truly touched. Aswewere leav­
ing a thought came to me. We all
have times in our lives where we
feel overwhelmed and ready to give
up. Because of the love of Christ
and His protection, He is always
faithful to see us through - no mat­
ter howdifficult the circumstances.
I realized that in past times of de­
spair and heartache, I could not see
down the corridor of time to future
joys God had in store forme. That is
the heart oftrusting. Trusting that
God has a plan to give us a future
and a hope - because He says so in
His word. When I thought that I
could have missed out on blessings
such as reuniting with old friends,
worshipping with them and shar­
ingGod's love .. .l felt overwhelmed
with thankfulness. May God bless
each one this holiday season.

ILLINOIS, CISSNA PARK
Pam Walder

Andrea Walder
We extend our sympathy to

those in our midst who have lost
loved ones. Bro. Bob Hohulin (Sis.
Marie) ofRoanoke passed away. He
was a brother-in-law to our Sis.
Marj Rinkenberger (Bro. Bill), Sis.
Carol Waldbeser (Bro. John), Sis.
Dort Walder (late Bro. Dale) and
Pete Bauer. Bro. LyleYoung (Fran­
cis) passed from this life into eter-
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nity. We're grateful and thankful
for Bro. Lyle's recent conversion,
and trust this canbe acomfort tohis
family.

We're thankful for the safe ar­
rival ofanother dear baby. Cypress
Gooden Eisenmannwas born Octo­
ber 20 to Tim and Lenore ofLenoir
City, TN. He is the grandson ofBro.
Ken and Sis. Sharon Eisenmann.

Two dear souls have been taken
into the fold in our congregation.
They are Sis. Belinda Frank (Bro.
Bruce and Sis. Bonita) and Sis.
Teresa Kaeb (Bro. Eric and Sis.
LouAnn). We could feel God's near­
ness and blessings the weekend of
the provings andbaptisms, Novem­
ber 12-13. Visiting ministers who
labored among us that weekend
were Elder Bro. Jon Schmidgall
(Oakville, IA), Bros. Dale Frank
(Oakville, IA), Trent Meiss (Eu­
reka, IL), Joe Gerst (Iowa City, IA),
Virgil Metzger (Chicago, IL), Ken
Schneider (Remington, IN), Don
Sinn (Silverton, OR), andJimKaeb
(Bern, KS). We appreciate the ef­
forts of each one who came for this
blessed weekend.

Other visiting ministers this
month were Bros. Erik Givens
(Princeville, IL), Dan Beer
(Milford, IN), Paul Kilgus
(Fairbury, IL), Brian Huber
(Francesville, IN) andDeanSteffen
(Belvidere, IL). May God bless His
Word these brothersbrought forth.

ILLINOIS, CONGERVILLE
Rachel Schrock

Count your blessings,
Name them one by one;
Count your blessings,
See what God hath done ...

Hymns ofZion #116, chorus
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As we enter the holiday season,
let us stay focused on our blessings
and be willing to help others who
are ingreaterneedthanourselves.

Bro. Duane and Sis. Jill
Gudeman received ablessing in the
form ofbaby Emily Renae on Octo­
ber 13. She is welcomed home by
her big brothers, Daniel and
Brandon, and her big sister,
Kendra.

We welcome the family of Bro.
Dale and Sis. Missy Banwart into
our congregation. They have
moved back from Wolcott, IN, and
are now enjoying the blessings of
close family ties and modern com­
munication as they keep in contact
with their family and friends in In­
diana and as they settle in with
their family and friends here once
again.

The blessings of unity and love
was felt the weekend of October
29-30 as three dear souls gave their
testimonies and were baptized. We
welcome our new Bro. Ryan
Schrock (Bro. Ken and Sis. Janet)
and Sisters Audrey Ruegsegger
(Bro. Lee and Sis. Alice) and Eliza­
beth Virkler (Bro. Dennis and Sis.
Gayle).

Many of our congregation en­
joyed the blessings oftravel and fel­
lowship the weekend ofNovember
5-6 as they attended the wedding of
our Bro. Ben Craig (Bro. Kim and
Sis. Carol) to Sis. Kristan Keever
(Clair and Sis. Bev) in Mansfield,
OH. We are delighted to have this
youngcouple as apart ofour church
family.

We are thankful for the bless­
ings of teaching and admonition
thatwehave received frombothour
own ministers and our visiting
brethren. May God's blessings rest
on these brothers, which included
Elder Bros. Ervin Knecht (Sis.
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Sandy, Eureka, IL), Charles Sauder
(Sis. Miriam, Tremont, IL), Dennis
Warner (Sis. Esther, Lester, IA),
Ken Indermuhle (Sis. Linda,
Sardis, OH), Curt Frank (Sis. Lyla,
LaCrosse, IN), Mike Leman (Sis.
Deb, Denver, CO), and Bros. Dan
Moser (Sis. Anne, Elgin, IL), Victor
Bauman (Sis. Brenda, Smithville,
OH), John Bradle (Sis. Jill,
Roanoke, IL) and Dan Goric (Sis.
MaryLou, Rockville, CT).

ILLINOIS, ELGIN
Amy Gasser

Miriam Gasser

"Thepeople thatwalked indark­
ness have seen a great light: they
that dwell in the land ofthe shadow
of death, upon them hath the light
shined .... For unto us a child is
born, unto us a son is given: and the
government shall be upon his
shoulder: and his name shall be
called Wonderful, Counselor, The
mighty God, The everlasting Fa­
ther, ThePrinceofPeace. Ofthein­
crease ofhis government and peace
there shall be no end... "

Isaiah 9:2,6- 7

With joy, we anticipate the com­
memoration ofourLord's first com­
ing to this earth; yet one wonders
how close mankind is to His second
return-a time when wars shall
cease andkings and rulerswill truly
be subject unto Him.

On October 30, we were grateful
for the faithful service ofthreevisit­
ing ministers who brought us the
Word ofLife. They were Bros. Earl
Beery (Rittman, OH), Dan Koch
(Tremont, IL) and Todd Stoller
(Latty, OH).

Our concern and prayers have
included Bro. Todd Schambach
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(Sis. Paula), Bro. Georg
Schumacher (Sis. Hilde) and Sis.
Marge Wewetzer (Bro. Bill), all of
whomwere hospitalized within the
pastmonth. It is encouragingto see
that each appears to be on the road
to recovery. He who knows the
sparrow's fall will surely care for
His own.

We sympathize with Bro.
George Eason (Carole) in the sud­
den loss of his father, George Sr.
May the Comforter be especially
near during this time of grief.

Note ofThanks:
We wish to thank everyone for

their cards, pictures, andgifts given
to us for our 50th anniversary,
whichwas October 9. All are appre­
ciated, and we pray God blesses
you.

Love, Bro. Norm and Sis. Ginny
Schock

ILLINOIS, EUREKA
Cindy Stoller
Lisa Metzger

There were two weddings in our
congregation in the last month.
Sam Wettstein (Bro. Gary and Sis.
Elna) married Emily Frank (Bro.
Scott and Sis. Elaine) onNovember
12. Also, onNovember20, Bro.Jon­
athan Wiegand (Bro. Don and Sis.
Jane) and Sis. Marla Schmidgall
(Bro. Mike and Sis. Dianne) were
united in holy matrimony. We pray
for God's peace and blessings to be
ever present in their new homes
and lives together.

Bro. Dale and Sis. Lavonne
Schumacher's home has been
blessed by a new little addition.
Callie Renee is joyfully welcomed
home by siblings, Seth, Brooke,
Larae, Lane and Olivia. Grandpar­
ents are Bro. Bob and Sis. Charlene
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Schumacher and Bro. Larry and
Sis. Becky Endress (Bradford, IL).
We hope all continues to go well for
their family.

Our thoughts are with Bro.
Marvin Schmidgall (Sis. Dorothy)
who has recently spent time in the
hospital. Also, we pray for June
Fehr (Bro. Dan and Sis. Diane) who
is recovering from a car accident.
We hope for God's healing in their
lives.

We enjoyed hearing the Memo­
randumread on November 5. Elder
Bro. Art Metz (Silverton, OR) was
present for this occasion, and we
thank him for his labors on our be­
half. Other visiting ministers this
month included Bros. Beirne
Messner (Morris, MN) andEdFritz
(Washington, IL). May God bless
themfor theirwillingness to serve.

Note ofThanks:
Wewould like to thank everyone

for their prayers, cards, gifts, meals
and visits after my accident. It is
during times like these we realize
how precious our faith is. God is
faithful.

Bro. Wayne and Sis. Mary Getz
and family

ILLINOIS, FAIRBURY
Anna Schmidgall

Lila Fehr
We were blessed with an abun­

dance of visiting ministers this
month and are thankful for their
willingness to feed us the Bread of
Life: Bros. Dan Stoller and Al
Schambach (Remington, IN),
Dewayne Dill (Minneapolis, MN),
Brian Waibel (Champaign, IL),
Ralph Garber (Morton, IL), Gary
Brown (Forrest, IL), Dan Beer
(Milford, IN), Paul Schmidgall
(Morris, MN).
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God has the blessed the homes of
three families with new life. Little
Heidi Rose is the first child of Bro.
JeffandSis. Janelle Stoller. Grand­
parents are Bro. Dale and Sis.
Sandy Stoller and Bro. John and
Sis. Rosemary Hartman. Bro.
Mark and Sis. Kari Edelman, along
with Chase and Tori, welcomed
home Gracie Marie. Thankful
grandparents are Bro.Walt and Sis.
Rosie Edelman and Bro. John and
Sis. Eunice Stork. Jarod Wayne is
the new son ofBro. Martin and Sis.
Trish Steidinger. Grandparents of
this little boy are Maurice
Steidinger and Bro. Earl and Sis.
Esther Gerber.

There is joy in heaven over one
sinner that repents. We here on
earth are also rejoicing with Paul
Hoffman who has found grace
enough to begin a new life with
Christ. Likewise, we were blessed
to hear the testimony offaith ofour
dear Sis. Bertha Honegger.

Even as we rejoice, we lift those
in prayer who have heavy burdens
to carry. Our hospital patients this
month were Paul Hoffman, Bro.
William Streib, Bro. Duane Kilgus,
Sis. Jennifer Kaisner and Sis.
Natasha Knapp.

ILLINOIS, FORREST
Jill Wenger
Lori Leman

We'll now depart, ye faithful
friends;

And from this place we'll go;
The Lord in whom our spirits

blend,
Will lead us on the road.

Zion's Harp #143

We bid our fond farewell to Bro.
Brian and Sis. Marie Ricketts and
family as they have relocated to
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Magdalena, Mexico, to serve at the
orphanage there.

Our thanks and appreciation
goes to our two visiting ministers
this month that came to willingly
preach the glad tidings of salvation
to us. They were Bro. Jeff Grimm
(Goodfield, IL) and Bro. Robert
Beebe (South Bend, IN).

We rejoice with three couples
who welcome a new baby into their
family circles. Bro. Nathan and Sis.
Paula Kelson welcome their first­
born child, Heidi Kay, into their
hearts and home. Excited grand­
parents are Bro. Paul and Sis.
Sherri Kelson and Bro. Marvin and
Sis. Mary Bachtold. Bro. Stan and
Sis. Kristen Mueller were blessed
with ababyboynamedJacob Harri­
son. Waiting at home to hold this
little bundle are siblings: Allison,
Nicole and Lincoln, Stanton, Wade
and Erin. Thankful grandparents
of Jacob are Bro. Ron Sr. and Sis.
Loida Mueller and Bro. Al and Sis.
Wanda Kupferschmid. Bro. Mi­
chael, Sis. Jodi, Collin and Kyle
Stoller, along with grandparents,
Bro. Greg and Sis. Jill Stoller and
Bro. Chris and Sis. Kay Steffen
(Fairbury, IL), welcome Kelsey
Ruth as she becomes a special part
of their family.

Our hospital patient for this
monthwas Sis. EdnaWiegand (Bro.
Paul). We pray that God's healing
hand be felt upon her at this time.

ILLINOIS, GOODFIELD
Rita Bauman
Amber Grimm

At the time ofthis Thanksgiving
season we can truly be thankful for
our faith and hope of salvation. We
appreciate our visitingministers so
much who continue to bring forth
God's truemessage. Special thanks
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to Bro. Gene Metzger (Sis. Dolores,
Lester, IA), Bro. Trent Meiss (Sis.
Lucille, Eureka, IL), Bro. Ed
Knecht (Sis. Judith, Silverton, OR),
Bro. Marvin Dotterer (Sis. Nancy,
Forrest, IL), and Bro. James Knapp
(Sis. Lisa, Congerville IL).

Sis. Amy Knobloch (Bro. Dean
and Sis. Jackie) and Bro. Tyler
Kuenzi (Bro. Terry and Sis. Ann,
Silverton, OR) shared a special
Thanksgivingweekendwith family
and friends as they were united in
marriage on November 27. Our
prayers continue to be with them
and their families.

Sis. Vi Hohulin and Sis. Connie
Allen (Bro. Gary) were also in our
thoughts andprayers thismonth as
they were hospitalized. May God
continue to heal and comfortthem.

Sis. Inga Zimmerman (late Bro.
Dean) lost her brother - in - law,
Jerry Zimmerman, this month.
Prayers arewith her andher family
that they can feel the nearness of
God in this time of loss.

With all that may come our way,
may we all strive to "In every thing
give thanks ... " (I Thessalonians
5:18).

ILLINOIS, GRIDLEY
Perry A. Klopfenstein

We can surely rejoice over the
many wonderful, positive influ­
ences thathelp to guideus eachday,
both from the Bible and from the
beloved church inwhichwedwell as
members one of another. A minis­
ter recently referenced a meaning­
ful verse from Ephesians 4:27,
"Neither give place to the devil." In
this, we are not to give needless op­
portunity to the devil so he can
make us harbor evil thoughts, do
wrong things, offend the brethren
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or displease the Saviour.
In this same chapter the instruc­

tions given to the believer are
many, and very worthy for happy,
Godly living:

1. "And that ye put on the new
man." (Ephesians 4:24)

2. "Wherefore, putting away ly­
ing, speak everyman truth with his
neighbor." (Ephesians 4:25)

3. "Let him that stole, steal no
more." (Ephesians 4:28)

4. "Let no corrupt communica­
tion proceed out of your mouth."
(Ephesians 4:29)

5. "And grieve not the Spirit of
God, by whom ye are sealed unto
the day ofredemption." (Ephesians
4:30)

These are examples of the won­
derful advice give to the sincere,
converted believer in Christ Jesus.
If we as believers are humble of
heart, and meek, we can feast on
these teachings and find strength
to overcome the wiles of the devil,
and live in righteousness, as we are
taught.

November 20 was the wedding
date of Sis. Sarah Funk who was
married to Bro. Larry Gerber of
BlufftonNorth, IN. Herparents are
Bro. Virgil and Sis. Shirley Funk of
Congerville. His parents are Bro.
Jim and Sis. Marge Gerber ofLatty,
OH. We wish this couple much hap­
piness in the days and years ahead.
May they be of much help and en­
couragement to each other in their
pilgrim walk of life.

Visitingministers have been El­
derBro. Ed Schwartz (Bluffton, IN)
and Bros. Steve and Doyle
Frauhiger (Bluffton North, IN),
John Steiner (Oakville, IA), Todd
Stoller (Latty, OH) and Curt Rassi
(Tremont, IL). We appreciate their
labors. Even a cup ofwater given in
the Lord's name is not forgotten.
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OnNovember 20, ababyboywas
born to Bro. Grant and Sis. Debbie
(Martin) Descarpentrie, their first­
born child. He was named Samuel
Martin. His grandparents are By­
ron and Sis. Katie Martin, Gridley,
and Bro. Stan and Sis. Jane
Decarpentrie (Washington, IL).
Great-grandparents are Sis. Lois
Descarpentrie andBro. Russell and
Sis. Marjorie Plattner, all of
Roanoke. We surely wish them the
Lord's rich blessings as they at­
tempt to nurture this dear child in
the ways of the Lord.

ILLINOIS, MORTON
Julie Bahr

Christie Zeller
Our Family Worship was held

Wednesday, November 2, by our
Bro. Ted Witzig, Jr. (Sis. Donna).
His topic was "Friendships". We
were encouraged to be a friendly
church and reach out to others in
Christian friendship and fellow­
ship as ourBible characters ofold.

Our Bible Class Benefit Dinner
and choral program was held No­
vember 5-6. Many enjoyed a deli­
cious meal and beautiful singing.

Three newbabieswere born this
month. Bro. Jeff and Sis. Stacey
Stoller were blessed with a baby
boy, GageMartin, born October 19.
He is welcomed home by three big
sisters, Madison, Hallie and Mya.

Bro. Tate and Sis. Melissa Kai­
ser are thankful for their first baby,
agirl, LolaMae, bornNovember 3.

Bro. Bob and Sis. Holly Salter
were blessed with a baby girl, Au­
tumn Lynn, born November 9. Big
sister, Alexis, welcomed her home.
MayGodbless these dear families.

Bro. Eric Zeller (Sis. Ginny, In­
dianapolis, IN) went Home to be
with the Lord on October 22. He is
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the son ofour Sis. NormaZeller and
a brother to our Bro. Jon (Sis.
Christie) and Bro. Will (Sis.
Dannelle) Zeller. May God comfort
this dear family.

Bro. Doyle Frauhiger (Sis. Jane,
Bluffton North, IN) was our visit­
ing minister. May God continue to
bless him for his labors of love.

Notes ofThanks:
Ben and I wish to especially

thank everyone for the many
thoughtful cards and gifts we re­
ceived for our 65th wedding anni­
versary on October 12. We covet
God's continuedpatiencewithus as
He has done in the past.

Ben and Betty Rassi
Joyce, Jim and Janis

We would like to express our
heartfelt thanks for all the prayers
and acts of kindness during the
years of illness and the death ofour
son and brother, Eric. May our
Lord richly bless each of you.

Sis. Norma Zeller and family

ILLINOIS, PEORIA
Lou and Marjean Lonteen

"Forunto us a child is born, unto
us a Son is given, and the govern­
ment shall be upon his shoulder,
and his name shall be called Won­
derful, Counselor, TheMightyGod,
The Everlasting Father, and The
Prince of Peace."

Isaiah 9:6

Four souls were baptized on No­
vember 13 after sharing their testi­
mony of faith the prior evening.
They are: Sis. Rebekah Davidovics
(Bro. Fedi and Sis. Ruth), Bro.
Sandor Davidovics (brother ofBro.
Fedi), Sis. Sarah Sceggel (Bro.



18

Mark and Sis. Judy), and Bro.
Brandon Stickling (Bro. Scott and
Sis. Jan).

Guest ministers recently in­
clude: Bro. John Bradle (Roanoke)
and Bro. Paul Messner (Winthrop,
MN). "The Son ofMan has come to
seek and to save that which was
lost." (Luke 19:10)

In honor oftheyears ofservice of
our retired Elder Bro. Chuck
Hemmer (Sis. Marian), a singing
was held at the fellowship hall on
November 6. The entire Peoria con­
gregation has been blessed by their
love and service. We trust our Lord
tobless and rewardthemmore than
we can express.

Bro. Ben Baurer would appreci­
ate prayer due to his health chal­
lenges.

Congratulations to Bro. Trent
and Sis. Kary (Hoerr) Scholl with
the birth of their baby girl, Tea
Liese, on September 30.

Congratulations to Bro. Dick
and Sis. Gladys Binkele on their
60th wedding anniversary. Dick
Binkele and Gladys Martin were
married inRoanoke, Illinois, onDe­
cember 16, 1945. They are the par­
ents of two children, four
grandchildren, and five great­
grandchildren. They will observe
this special occasion with a family
dinner at Weaver Ridge. We surely
wish them the Lord's continued
blessings.

Officials from the Romanian
Prison System visiting recently
were the Warden and the Director
of Education (and their wives).
They toured the Peoria and
Tazewell County jails and the
women's prison in Lincoln, IL.
They attended Sunday services at
the jail, and afternoon services in
our church. They expressed their
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appreciation for the recent visits by
Bro. Fedi Davidovics and minister­
ing Bro. Ken Hoerr who visited
their jail system. The Romanian
prison officials are setting up a Bi­
ble Study program similar to the
one our church uses in this country
and in Russia.

Your prayers were appreciated
for the safe return of Bro. Paul
(Spark) Meister, and Bro. Kent
Steffen along with Bro. Hod Getz
(Morton). They visited the Russian
prisons to review their Bible Study
project (based on the local project).
Special thanks to all those who
workwith the Bible Study program
through the Berean Prison Minis­
tries in our area.

Welcome to our congregation:
Craig Janssen, Angie and Luke
Luginbuhl, and Will Moser.

Prayers of sympathy have been
prayed for:

Bro. Bruce andSis. LilaWitzigin
the death of Bruce's mother, Sis.
Lillian Witzig.

Bro. Grant and Sis. Mabelle
Rauhaus in the death of Sis.
Mabelle's sister, Sis. Ann Pfister
(Roanoke).

Bro. Francis Meier and his fam­
ily in the death of Sis. Dorothy
Meier, wife of Bro. Francis.

"Of the increase of his govern­
ment and peace there shall be no
end, upon the throne ofDavid, and
upon his kingdom, to order it, and
to establish it with judgment and
with justice from henceforth even
forever. The zeal of the Lord of
Hosts will perform this."

Isaiah 9:7
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ILLINOIS, PRINCEVILLE
Vera Baer

Kara Blunier
We extend congratulations to

two couples who have recently ex­
changedweddingvows. LisaEberle
(Marvin and Sharon) and Aaron
Robbins, both ofWyoming, IL, be­
came one November 5. Brent and
Jessica (LaFranz) Wieland united
as one on November 11. Brent's
parents are Bro. John and Sis. Eliz­
abethWieland. This couple plans to
reside in the Chicago area.

What a blessing it is to welcome
visiting ministers into our midst.
Bro. Randy Gasser (Detroit, Ml)
served our congregation on Octo­
ber 23. Attending our In­
vite-A-Guest day on November 6
was Bro. Randy Mogler (Washing­
ton, IL) and Elder Bro. Tom Stock
(CissnaPark, IL). Bro. Greg Stoller
(Forrest, IL) visited on November
13. We appreciate their willingness
to come!

We spent a stirring evening to­
gether November 12, when the
Memorandumwas read. Elder Bro.
TomHoffman (Roanoke, IL) kindly
came to assist our own Elder Bro.
Jim. We appreciate both their ef­
forts. May our hearts be tender and
open to the message we heard.

Our thoughts and prayers are
with two sisters who have recently
experienced trials in their lives. Sis.
Elsie Mueller spent time in the hos­
pital and Sis. Bertie Kieser' s
brother, Ellis Sauder (KingGeorge,
Virginia), recently passed away.

Sis. Mary Lou Streitmatter (the
late Bro. Don) is rejoicing with her
daughter, Anne, and Craig
Thistlethwaite (Lake Zurich, IL),
as they have welcomed Ellie Nicole
into their lives. MayGodbless them
as they begin along the path ofpar­
enthood.
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ILLINOIS, ROANOKE
Dee Fehr

Doris Fischer
Bro. Matt Leman and Sis.

Heather Mellin, knowing God's
will has directed them together,
made their engagement known on
October 23. Bro. Matt's parents are
Bro. Steve and Sis. Shirley Leman
and Sis. Heather's parents are Bob
and Cindy Rippon (Benson) and
Lee and Marlene Mellin
(Metamora). We heard another en­
gagement in November, that of
Bro. StevenBertschi and Sis. Susan
Leman. Theirparents are Bro. Rich
and Sis. Bev Bertschi and Bro.
Clark and Sis. Lisa Leman. We re­
joice with these couples and wish
them peace and happiness as they
prepare for their marriages.

The angels in heaven rejoice and
we give thanks for a soul who has
come in repentance. Rebekah
Hoffman, daughter of Bro. Mike
and Sis. Nancy Hoffman, has made
known her desire to repent and be
converted. We pray God's grace
and nearness for this precious
lamb.

On October 26, Ross and Jamie
Ahrens became first-time parents
when their daughter, Elise
Kathryn, was born. Elise's grand­
parents are Bro. KenandSis. Kathy
Hodel andMike and Janet Ahrens.
Bro. Steve and Sis. ColleenByrd are
thankful for the arrival of a new
baby boy, Benjamin Steven, on No­
vember 2. His sister, Karen, and
brothers, Craig, Joshua, Jesse and
Ryan, welcomed little Benjamin
home. His grandparents are Bro.
Jim and Sis. Leota Byrd and Sis.
Clara and the late Bro. Wilmer
Fischer.

We are mindful of Sis. Edna
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(Bro. Harold) Roth and Bro. Dick
(Sis. Ann) Hoffman and continue to
pray for their improved health. We
also recognize the Caregivers' bur­
den, and are remembering to pray
for their families too.

Our congregation was blessed to
have Bro. Ted Hirstein (Morton)
share God's Word with us in Octo­
ber. We also appreciated havingEl­
der Bro. Earl Ringger with us for
Family Night in November, when
he shared Scripture and spoke
about knowing God's will. We're
grateful to these brothers and their
families for their willingness to
visit and be used by God for our edi­
fication.

So now, redeemed one, sleep and
rest!

Homeward we turn to do our best,
That we in joy and trembling be
Made ready for eternity.
Zion's Harp #248

On October 25, Sis. Ann Pfister
passed fromthis finite life into eter­
nity. She is survived by five sisters
and one brother: Sis. Pearl (Bro.
Robert) Miller, Sis. Mabelle (Bro.
Grant) Rauhaus, Sis. Irma
Luginbuhl, Sis. Lois Pfister, Sis.
Dorothy Pfister, and Bro. Marvin
(Sis. Ila) Pfister.

Our loving sympathy is ex­
tended to the family of Bro. Bob
Hohulin, who passed away on Octo­
ber 26. He is survived by his wife,
Sis. Marie; four sons: Keith (Con­
nie) Hohulin, Bro. Mike (Sis. Faye)
Hohulin, Bro. Tim (Sis. Cathy)
Hohulin, Eldon (Sue) Hohulin; and
daughter, Sis. Eileen (Bro. Duane)
Blunier.

Sis. Elsie Zimmerman went
home to her reward on October 29.
She is survivedbytwobrothers, Eu­
gene Zimmerman and Ray
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Zimmerman, and a sister, Frances
Zimmerman.

Our condolences are also ex­
tended to the children, grandchil­
dren and great-grandchildren of
Bro. Wilmer Leman (Eureka), who
passed away on October 29. Bro.
Wilmer had been active in our com­
munity for many years.

On November 8, Micah Gerber
went home to rest in the arms ofJe­
sus. Micah was the 6-month-old
son of Bro. Byron and Sis. Lisa
Gerber and grandson of Bro. Rick
and Sis. Shirley Gerber and Bro.
Don and Sis. Colleen Leman.
Though he was here for a short
time Micah touched the hearts of

'many with his eyes and his smile.
These souls' lives represent a

combined 352 years of life on this
earth, but their influences will last
long after their passing. Family
and friends will relive times spent
with their loved one - "My dadused
to say," or "remember when... " As
abody ofbelievers who "weepswith
those who weep", we sorrow with
the bereaved, and find joy in the
happy memories they shared.

Notes of Thanks:
We are thankful to God for per­

mitting us to enjoy and celebrate
our 60th wedding anniversary. We
also thank you for your love and
goodwishes on this happy occasion.
May God bless you.

Bro. Dick and Sis. Mardell
Bowald

We want to thank all our family
and friends for the outpouring of
love and support shown to our fam­
ily at the time of Bob's death and
since.

Sis. Marie Hohulin and family
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ILLINOIS, TREMONT
Teresa Rowell
Sheri Allen

As the weather turns colder and
we turn the thermostats up and get
out ourwinter clothes and coats, do
we really thank God for the ability
to do this? There are so many who
do not have these privileges. Yes,
they are privileges, granted to us
from our Heavenly Father. As the
Thanksgiving season comes and
goes this year, may we stop and re­
ally count our blessings.

We were blessed to have a num­
ber ofvisitingElders andministers
with us on October 22-23 as Dean
Rocke (Sis. Kathy and the late Bro.
Nelson) and Wayne Miller (Ruby)
became our brothers in Christ. We
rejoice with them and their fami­
lies. Elder Bro. LeroyMessner (Sis.
Joann, Winthrop, MN) and Elder
Bro. Jim Plattner (Sis. Marlene,
Princeville, IL) labored in our
midst Saturday night and Sunday.
Bros. Vern Wettstein (Sis. Judy,
Congerville, IL), Don Miller (Sis.
Bernadine) and Duane Rocke (Sis.
Bonnie), both from Minneapolis,
MN, and John Steiner (Sis. Carol,
Oakville, IA) were with us on
Sunday and taught us from the
Word.

On Sunday, October 30, we were
blessed to have Bros. Ed Sauder
(Sis. Bonnie, Roanoke, IL) and Jon
Zeller (Sis. Christine, Morton, IL)
in ourmidst. We thank these broth­
ers for lending themselves on our
behalf.

The blessings continue in the
form of new little ones that have
been born. Rejoicing over their
newest grandchild are Bro. Darel
and Sis. Mary Alice Hofsess. Kaleb
Mikkel arrived safely to Jake and
Julie Ista. Bro. John and Sis.
HeatherRassi have anew son, Silas
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David. Jacob, Grace and Elizabeth
welcome him home.

Spending some time in the hos­
pital was Sis. Sally Koch (Bro.
Roger). She is well on herway to re­
covery and is assembling with us
again.

ILLINOIS, WASHINGTON
Nancy Knepp
Barb Banwart

We thank Thee, then, 0 Father,
For all things bright and good,
The seedtime and the harvest,
Our life, our health, our food.

Accept the gifts we offer,
For all Thy love imparts;
And what Thou most desirest,
Our humble, thankful hearts.
- Matthias Claudius,

1740-1815

We appreciated so much the re­
cent visit from retired Elder Bro.
Don Sauder (Roanoke, IL) who
spoke to us about the goodness and
faithfulness ofGodandthe blessing
ofa thankful heart. Also visiting us
recently were ministers, Bro. Erik
Givens (Sis. Debbie, Princeville,
IL) and Bro. Trent Schrock (Sis.
Heidi, Leo, IN). We thank them for
their service to us.

Sis. Tammy Herrmann, Bro.
Kim Huber and Bro. Carl Wyss
spent a few days in the hospital re­
cently. May our Father provide His
watchful care for them. We con­
tinue to miss Sis. Delores Kiefer as
she recovered from her mishap.

Our sincere sympathy goes to
our Elder Bro. Ron and Sis. Pam
Messner and their family in the loss
of Bro. Ron's father, Bro. Leo
Messner ofWinthrop, MN. We al­
ways enjoyed the visits of Bro. Leo
and his wife, Sis. Georgia, to whom
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special sympathy is also extended.
It is a comfort to remember that
"Precious in the sight ofthe Lord is
the death of his saints." (Psalm
116:15)

INDIANA,BLUFFTON
Amber Steffen

Elizabeth Frauhiger

"I knowthat thou canst do every
thing, and that no thought can be
withholden from thee."

Job 42:2

The angels in Heaven are rejoic­
ing because Holly Walburn (Bro.
Jim and Sis. Lora), Spencer Lewis
(Randy and Laura), Sadie Steffen
(Bro. Duane and Sis. Karen), Sarah
Reinhard (Bro. Kevin and Sis.
Shelly) and Dan Kaehr (Bro. Sam
and Sis. Connie) have heeded the
call of the Saviour. We pray that
God's grace and strength will be
with them as they begin their re­
pentance.

October 22-23 was the weekend
we welcomed Bros. Andrew
Baumgartner (Bro. Craig and Sis.
Beth), Lance Fiechter (Bro. Rick
and Sis. Beth) and Derrick Kipfer
(Bro. Richard and Sis. Rosie) into
the fold as they gave their testimo­
nies and were baptized.

Bro. Tyler Scott has felt calledby
the Lord to move to Prescott, AZ.
We will miss Bro. Tyler, as we have
been so blessed to have him assem­
ble with us. We know that our
brethren in Prescott will appreci­
ate him.

We were blessed this month by
the messages from two visiting
ministers. Thank you, Bro. John
Lehman (Sis. Ruth, Wolcott, IN)
and Bro. John Baumgartner (Sis.
Tammy, Bluffton North, IN) for
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your willingness to share with us.
Ourprayers arewith Sis. Brenda

Kipfer (Bro. Troy) and Jimmy
VandenTop (Rhonda) as they con­
tinue to facemedicaluncertainties.

Jacob Nathan Isch is the newest
member of Bro. Nathan and Sis.
Leslie Isch's family. Jacobwas born
on November 3. His excited sisters
are Cora and Abigail and thankful
grandparents are Bro. Barry and
Sis. Imogene Isch and Bro. Gary
and Sis. Nancy Stoller (Bluffton
North).

Our deepest sympathy is ex­
tended to Sis. Anna Isch in the
death ofher son, Bro. Don Isch (Sis.
Judy, Bluffton North). Bro. Don's
brothers are Bro. Stan Isch (Sis.
Genny) and Bro. Barry Isch (Sis.
Imogene). Many prayers continue
to be offered on their behalf.

We regret that we failed to men­
tion the wedding of Bro. Austin
Smith (Dave and Loretta) and Sis.
Rachel Reinhard (Bro. Larry and
Sis. Deb) on August 21. We wish
them the Lord's blessings as they
begin their life together.

INDIANA
BLUFFTON NORTH

Darren Drayer
Tiffani Schladenhauffen

"Ogive thanks unto the Lord,
for He is good; for His mercy
endureth for ever."

Psalms 107: 1

We had four souls that testified
of the Lord's goodness and were
baptized this month. They were
Bro. Logan Aschliman (Bro. Kelly
and Sis. Lisa), Bro. Chandler
Gerber (Bro. Todd and Sis.
Michelle), Bro. Kyle Mueller (Bro.
Dave and Sis. Terri) and Sis. Cecily
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Kaehr(Bro.DougandSis. Tami). It
is always encouraging to hear how
the Lord is working in our young
people.

We were thankful to have Elder
Bro. Bruce Hohulin (Sis. Charlene,
Goodfield, IL) here to assist in the
testimonies and baptisms. We ap­
preciate his willingness to be used
by the Lord.

We rejoice with Bro. Vince
Francesi (Bro. Lynn and Sis. Mary)
at the announcement ofhis engage­
ment to Sis. Brooke Huber of
Sabetha, KS (Bro. Gordon and Sis.
Charlene). We are prayerful for
them as they grow closer together
in the Lord.

Bro. Gary and Sis. Nancy Stoller
became grandparents again at the
birth of their grandson, Jacob Na­
than Isch. Jacob Nathan's parents
are Bro. Nathan and Sis. Leslie Isch
(Bluffton, IN).

Bro. Don Isch is now resting at
Home in Heaven. We are prayerful
for his wife, Sis. Judy; his mother,
Sis. Anna (Bluffton, IN); as well as
his brothers, Charles (Linda), Bro.
Stan (Sis. Genny, Bluffton, IN) and
Bro. Barry (Sis. Imogene, Bluffton,
IN). We pray each will feel the
Lord's hand in their time of griev­
ing and take comfort in knowing
that Bro. Don is now free of pain
and suffering.

We are prayerful this month for
Sis. Delores Shady (Bill) and Sis.
Rochelle Gerber (Bro. Rod) as they
spent some time in the hospital. We
pray that God would be with them
and their families during this diffi­
cult time in their lives.

"But my God shall supply all
your need according to his riches in
glory by Christ Jesus."

Philippians 4:19
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INDIANA
FRANCESVILLE

Barb Huber
Jessica Murray

"Forunto us a child is born, unto
us a son is given: and the govern­
ment shall be upon his shoulder:
and his name shall be called Won­
derful, Counsellor, The mighty
God, the everlasting Father, The
Prince of Peace."

Isaiah 9:6

With these wonderful words
from Scripture, we greet you with
love andwishyou aChristmas filled
with His joy and peace!

Bro. Lance and Sis. Erica
(Koebcke) Gutweinwelcomed their
newborn son, Landon Charles, into
their home on October 21. He is
their second child and joins big sis­
ter Kelsey. Happy grandparents
are Bro. Harvey and Sis. Ellen
Gutwein. As we are blessed with
many young people in our congre­
gation, we pray for the generational
blessinggiven in Psalm 100:5, "For
the Lord is good; his mercy is ever­
lasting; and his truth endureth to
all generations."

We were blessedwith the special
joy ofreceiving six converts into our
fellowship. Following Jesus' com­
mand to repent and be baptized
were: Kayla Eberhardt (minister­
ing Bro. Fred and Sis. Kathy,
Burlington, IA), Andrew Huber
(Bro. John and Sis. Beverly), Joel
Putt (Bro. Brian and Sis. Tami),
Jim and Barbara Rayburn, and
Ryan Zeltwanger (Bro. David and
Sis. Kelly). It was truly a weekend
of rejoicing for us.

Assisting Elder Bro. Steve
Gutwein with the testimonies and
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baptisms were Bro. Jon Schmidgall
(Sis. Julie, Oakville, IA) and our re­
tiredElderBro.Wendell Gudeman.

The blessed weekend ofthe bap­
tisms brought visiting ministers
into our midst.

Joining in the services were Bro.
Fred Eberhardt (Sis. Kathy,
Burlington, IA), Bro. James Emch
(Sis. Gina) and Bro. Herb Knochel
(Sis. Laurie), both of Phoenix, AZ.
Their willingness to serve is an­
other witness to the blessing ofour
fellowship where all work together
for the common cause of serving
God.

We offer prayers of healing for
our friend, John Wuethrich (Vi),
who has spent some time in the hos­
pital and is now convalescing. Also
still recovering from her surgery is
our friend, Wilma (Paul) Clauss.
We look forward to seeing them in
church again soon.

Bro. Chris Wuethrich (Sis.
Carla, Lacrosse, IN) blesseduswith
a topical Bible Study on "Resisting
the Devil." It was an insightful eve­
ningwithmany scriptural texts ref­
erenced by Bro. Chris through
which we can be enabled to resist
the adversary of our soul and grow
in grace if we submit ourselves to
the infilling of the Holy Spirit. We
again can be thankful that we have
willing ministers who share God's
promises so faithfully.

We enjoyed a Thanksgiving pro­
gram on November 16. Many
thoughtful readings and special
songs made the evening very spe­
cial. Maywe never lose thevirtue of
thankfulness for the many bless­
ings God has given us as a nation,
church and families.

The holiday of Thanksgiving is
getting more unnoticed for its true
meaning each year and as Chris­
tians we must strive to keep it im-
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portant.
As we look forward to Christmas

with our families, may this little
poem be an enhancement to the
true meaning of the holiday.

Only Five Miles
Only five miles beyond Bethlehem,
Jerusalem waits with its tree;
Only five miles from the manger

birth
To the grove of Gethsemane.
Only five miles from where the

Star shone
To mark where the Christ Child

lay-
Only five miles to Golgotha's hill
Up that cruel and bitter way.
Only five miles and thirty-three

years
In the life of one gentle Man,
Yet all of life's meaning, the depth

of all love,
Are compassed in that small span.

INDIANA
INDIANAPOLIS
Debbie Anliker
Sandy Lichtle

We sincerelywelcome Sis. Emily
Blunier (Leo, IN) and Bro.Darland
Sis. Cindy Schieler (Bloomington,
IL) and their son, Bro. Matt, to our
congregation. We also welcome
Bro. Matt as a new Brother in the
Lord as he gave his testimony and
was baptized October 8-9 in
Bloomington, IL.

We rejoice with Bro. Nate and
Sis. SaraHuber on the birth oftheir
son, Finley Jonathan, born on Oc­
tober 5. Finley is welcomedhomeby
his big brother, Avery, and his
grandparents, Bro. John and Sis.
Bev Huber (Francesville, IN) and
Elder Bro. Steve and Sis. Linda
Gutwein (Francesville, IN). Bro.
Ken and Sis. Lyn Wuethrich are
thankful for their new grandson.
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Holden Thomas was born on Octo­
ber 1 7 to Michael and Heather
Rowe. On October 30, Molly Kate
was born to Bro. Scott and Sis. Abby
Klopfenstein. Molly's big brothers
are Drew and Jack, and her grand­
parents are Bro. Lynn and Sis.
Chris Klopfenstein (Leo, IN) and
Bro. Lynn and Sis. Valerie Kipfer
(Bluffton North, IN).

We were blessed to hear the tes­
timony and witness the baptism of
Bro. Kent Levy (Bro. Roger and Sis.
Sue) on October 22-23. We pray for
God's blessings and wisdom to be
with Bro. Kent as he serves the
Lord.

Tenyears after the diagnosis ofa
brain tumor, our dear Bro. Eric
Zeller passed from this life into
eternity to be with the Lord on Oc­
tober 22. Our heartfelt sympathy
and prayers continue to be with his
wife, Sis. Ginny; his children, Sis.
Andrea (Bro. Stan) Gutwein, Bro.
Aaron (Sis. Julie), Bro. Joel (Sis.
Tricia), Bro. Mark, Bro. Michael,
Sis. Suzanne, and Sis. Katy, and his
seven grandchildren. May they feel
the Lord's peace and comfort dur­
ing this time. Bro. Eric's gentle and
humble spirit will be greatly
missed.

On October 29-30, we had "Out­
reach Weekend". Many young peo­
ple joyfully gave of their time and
efforts to help those in need in our
community. We thank all of those
who participated in this weekend,
and we appreciate your servant
hearts.

Our thoughts and prayers are
with Bro. Stan and Sis. Andrea
Gutwein andtheir three childrenas
they have returned to the mission
field in India. It was a blessing to
have them home for six months.

We were blessed to hear the
Word brought forth by the visiting
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ministers this month. We appreci­
ate the labors of love of our Elder
Bro. Wayne Banwart (Sis. Charlen,
Champaign, IL), Elder Bro. Tom
Klotzle (Sis. Jody, Altadena, CA),
ElderBro. Alfred Bahler (Sis. Fran­
ces, Wolcott, IN), Bro. Ed Sauder
(Sis. Bonnie, Roanoke, IL), andBro.
Steve Ringger (Sis. Myra, Bluffton
North, IN).

INDIANA, LACROSSE
Shirley Frank
CathyNuest

Oh, think of the home over there
'By the side of the river of light.

Where the saints, all immortal and
fair,

Are robed in their garments of
white ...
Gospel Hymns #54

Our hearts are saddened by the
passing of our dear Sis. Erma
Moser, who passed from this life on
October 19. Our thoughts and
prayers are with her sister, Sis.
Lorene Moser, with whom she
made her home, and her brother,
Wayne (Rosie) Moser. Herpresence
willbegreatlymissedbyher family,
friends and brothers and sisters in
faith.

We recently gathered together
on a Sunday evening to hear the
conclusions of the Memorandum.
We thank Elder Bro. Doug Schock
(Bloomfield, IA) for coming and
sharing the weekend with us. May
we be willing to walk the narrow
pathway that the Lord has set be­
foreus. It is suchablessingtohave a
heavenly Father who has given us
directives that will help us stay
close to Him.

This month we had Bro. Lucas
Frank (Detroit, MI) and Bro. Steve
Stieglitz (Leo, IN) come and minis-
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ter to us. We appreciate them and
their families for sharing a Sunday
with us.

Sis. Pearl and Sis. Lucille Nuest
have again returned to their home.
We are thankful that they are able
to assemble with us again. May the
Lord grant them daily strength and
continued healing.

We rejoice with Bro. Josh John­
sonandSis. BethanyGerberas they
were joined together in holy matri­
mony on November 20. We pray for
God's constant presence with them
as they walk life's pathway to­
gether.

We plow the fields and scatter the
good seed on the land,

But it is fed and watered by God's
almighty hand.

He sends the snow in winter, the
warmth to swell the grain,

The breezes and the sunshine, and
some refreshing rain.

He only is the Maker of all things
near and far;

He paints the wayside flower, He
lights the evening star;

The winds and waves obey Him, by
Him the birds are fed;

Much more to us, His children, He
gives our daily bread.

We thank Thee then, 0 Father, for
all things bright and good,

The seedtime and the harvest, our
life, our health, our food.

Accept the gifts we offer for all
Thy love imparts,

And what Thou most desirest -
our humble, thankful hearts.
-Matthias Claudius

The holidays are quickly coming
uponus. Maywebe atruly thankful
people, thankful for the many
blessings we share, especially the
gift of God's love.
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INDIANA, LEO
Ethelyn Schlatter

We were blessed by a message
from Bro. Justin Koch (Washing­
ton, IL). He and his family, Sis.
Marcia, Ben and Logan, stayed for
our evening singing. We had group
participation along with their spe­
cial numbers.

The engagement of Bro. Shane
Beer and Sis. Stephanie Schwab
(West Lafayette, IN) was an­
nounced October 30. His parents
are Bro. Steve and Sis. Connie Beer
and her parents are Bro. Mark and
Sis. Shari Schwab (Wolcott, IN).
Maytheybeblessed as theyprepare
for their wedding.

The newest member at Gateway
Woods west house is Nemion
Jaquan, born October 30 to
Carneal.

We were prepared by Elder Bro.
Lynn's exhortation on November 6
for ablessing as we gathered for the
Lord's Supper the evening of No­
vember 19. Elder Bro. Tom Stock
(Sis. Karol, Cissna Park, IL) was
here to assist Elder Bro. Lynn. We
appreciated that Elder Bro. Tom
and Sis. Karol stayed over for
Sunday, November 20. We were
drawn into mediation of God's
great love and sacrifice ofHis Son
forus. Wewere createdbyGod to do
His will and He shows His power in
our lives by grace.

Our sympathy is extended to Sis.
Karen (Dan) Pfister in the passing
of her stepfather, Virgil Rowe.

May joy and peace fill your
hearts as we remember the birth of
our Saviour. He is alive and coming
again at His Father's time. Be
watchful.

The coming of Christ from Heaven



24

to earth
All Christians may see with joy

and mirth.
In clouds of Heaven each eye shall

see
The Prince of Peace, in majesty.
-Henry Kipfer

INDIANA, MILFORD
Carlton Beer
Carol Haab

Thank you to Bro. Bob Beebe
(Sis. Sue, South Bend, IN) and Bro.
Bob Meyer (Sis. Anne, Bluffton
North, IN) for lending themselves
in the service ofthe Lord as theyvis­
ited us. We appreciated their mes­
sages.

We wish the Lord's blessings to
Bro. Shane Beer (Bro. Steve and
Sis. Connie, Leo, IN) and Sis.
Stephanie Schwab (Bro. Mark and
Sis. Shari, Wolcott, IN) on their en­
gagement and upcomingmarriage.
May they feel God's guidance as
they plan their future together.
Bro. Shane is the grandson ofBro.
Cap and Sis. MaryAnn Beer.

TheMemorandumwas read and
pondered on recently. Our Elder
Bro. Bill Schlatter (Sis. Emily,
Junction, OH) was assisted by El­
der Bro. Lynn Stieglitz (Sis.
Leonda, Leo, IN). May we continu­
ally lift up our Elders in prayer as
they have many difficult decisions
to make each year.

There is joy in the hearts ofBro.
Fred and Sis. Pat Beer and their
family as they welcomed a new
granddaughter. Sierra Dale was
born on November 9 to Bro. Micah
and Sis. Holly Zeltwanger (Morris,
MN). May the Lord bless these new
parents as they raise this precious
little girl He has given them.

It was heartwarming to listen to
the children recite their Bible
verses and poems at the
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Thanksgiving Program. The little
ones' enthusiasm when singing is
always a joy to see and hear. We
should remember to be thankful ev­
ery day of the year, not just during
the Thanksgivingseason. Andnow,
as we look to Christmas, may we al­
ways keep in mind how Jesus came
to earth in a humble manger to die
for our sins on the cross at Calvary.
May you each have a blessed holi­
day season.

INDIANA,REMINGTON
Beth Virkler
Tammy Waibel

Wegreetyou in the Lord's name!
On October 22-23 we heard the tes­
timonies and witnessed the bap­
tisms of three souls. Sis. Valerie
Bahler (Bro. Mark and Sis. Benita)
and Bro. Loren (Bro. Lloyd and
Joyce) and Sis. Jenny Honegger
(KirkandJeanneJohnson) arenow
part of the fold. We welcome them
with open arms.

The visitingministers that came
to help on this wonderful celebra­
tion of new life were: Elder Bro.
Mark Masters (Sis. Jeannine,
Mansfield, OH), Bro. Sam
Schlatter (Sis. Linda, Junction,
OH), Bro. Brian Waibel (Sis.
Wendy, Champaign, IL) and Bro.
Wayne Wiegand (Sis. Rosemary,
Goodfield, IL) who were here for
the testimonies. Thank you all for
yourwillingness to come andjoinus
on a very wonderful weekend.

Other visiting ministers for the
month were: Elder Bro. John
Laukhuf (Sis. Marcia, Latty, OH),
Bro. Garry Bucher (Sis. Lois,
Valparaiso, IN), Bro. Gary Anliker
(Sis. Edith, Elgin, IL), Bro. Chris
Wuethrich (Sis. Carla, LaCrosse,
IN) and Bro. Todd Stoller (Sis.
Pamela, Latty, OH). Elder Bro.
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Tom Hoffman (Sis. Kathy,
Roanoke, IL) and retired Elder Bro.
Alfred Bahler (Sis. Frances,
Wolcott, IN) were here to assist our
own Elder Bro. Dan Kilgus (Sis.
Jenna) with the reading of the
Memorandum on November 5.
Also, thank you to Bro. Tom for
ministering the Word to us the fol­
lowingday.Wethankallofthemin­
isters and families that helped out
our local ministering Brothers.

The Nativity
The blessed Child so meek and

mild
At Bethlehem they found,
In manger low where cattle low
And sheep did gather round,
In swaddling clothes there to re­

pose
And lying on the hay
What glorious sight in that dark

night
Where Christ the Savior lay!
-Hymns ofZion

May you all have a blessed and
safe Christmas this year.

INDIANA, SOUTH BEND
Melissa Gerst
Stacey Feller

This fall, we appreciated the
messages brought forth by Bro.
Wayne Leman (Sis. Julie, Roanoke,
IL) and Bro. Walt Rager (Sis.
Sharon, Toledo, OH). We are
thankful for Bro. Walt's recovery
and are glad to have himback in the
ministry.

Bro. Craig and Sis. Rachel
Langhofer spent time helping out
in Mexico, and we are thankful for
their safe return.

A blessed Christmas to our
church family across the land!
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INDIANA, VALPARAISO
Ed Lester

Greetings once again to all!

"For even hereunto were ye
called: because Christ also suffered
for us, leaving us an example, that
ye should follow his steps:"

I Peter 2:21

Lately, I have been hearing a lot
ofdiscussion aboutgasoline and the
price we have to pay for it. I was
thinking a little bit about this and
also the refining process itself. I
wonder how much work goes into
refiningabarrel ofgasoline? Is gas­
oline a volume business? There
sure are a lot ofAmericans consum­
inggasoline. What ifsalvationwere
a volume business? The word tells
us that God doesn't work on vol­
ume, and if one soul cries God's
name, all of heaven will rejoice.
What ablessing it is to knowthatwe
were called to the fold. I am really
grateful that I heard His voice and
have hope of salvation in heaven.

Often though, I think about
those days when I was not a be­
liever. The worthless things I put
value inwereabigwasteofmytime.
I try not to look negatively on this,
but I believe that the Spirit is re­
minding me of how far I have pro­
gressed in my faith. The college
kids out there could take note ofmy
experience. Do not give in to those
temptations; find relief in a clear
conscience. God's commandments
aremanifest inus through theHoly
Spirit. That's why we are so eager
to obey His Word.

This past month Valparaiso en­
joyed their annual Harvest Pro­
gramanddinner. Wewanttothank
Bro. Dave andSis. Vicki Zehr forbe­
ing with us, and sharing God's
Word with us. Also, we want to
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thank Living Waters for lending
their voices to God's praise. Thank
you to everyone at Valparaiso who
gave of their time in making the
program and dinner a wonderful
occasion. We would also like to
thank Bro. Gene and Sis. Verna
Lehman for visiting and letting
God use him for our benefit. Pray
everyone who visited had a blessed
day with us.

Latoya Thomas (Bro. Mike and
Sis. Claudia Thomas) has been un­
dergoing some treatments and we
would appreciate it ifyou could re­
member her in your prayers. Bro.
Brady Moser (Bro. Andy and Sis.
DianeMoser) hasbeenveryfaithful
this past month. We still need to be
diligent in praying for him as his
disease is very serious. Please con­
tinue to pray continually for both of
our loved ones.

INDIANA
WEST LAFAYETTE

Nettie Haab
Diana Norman

"Lo, children are an heritage of
the LORD: and the fruit of the
womb is his reward."

Psalm 127:3

A little blessing, Maryn Shea,
was welcomed at the home of Rob
and Kristin Meister. After a diffi­
cult pregnancy, we pray that all is
well now.

Our prayers go out to Sis. Erika
Gerber (Bro. Corey) as she has been
put on bed rest through her preg­
nancy.

We were sorry to hear of the
death of Catherine Koch, sister of
Bro. Sam Hollinger. She had been
ill for sometime.

Our prayers go out to Bro. Sam
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and his wife, Laura, during this
time of grieving for a loved one.
Please keep Maggie Getz's (Jason)
mother in prayer as she battles with
the end stages of cancer.

It was ajoy to meet LauraRidge,
a Purdue student who has recently
turned to the Lord in repentance.
Please keep her in prayer as she
continues to seek Jesus.

Thankful to have Bro. Shane
Beer, Sis. Beth Tonner, Sis. Hope
Clough with us again as they all
have re-located to the area for em­
ployment.

Ajoyful announcement to report
as Sis. Stefanie Schwab and Bro.
Shane Beer are engaged. Parents
are Bro. Mark and Sis. Shari
Schwab (Wolcott, IN) and Bro.
Steve and Sis. Connie Beer (Leo,
IN).

With thanks to Elder Bros. Doug
Schock (Sis. Clara, Bloomfield, IA)
and Curt Frank (Sis. Lyla, La­
Crosse, IN), we were encouraged
andblessed aswe heard the Confer­
ence report. Other visiting minis­
ters this pastmonth have been Bro.
Kevin Knapp (Sis. Dixie,
Bloomington, IL), Bro. Chris
Wuethrich (Sis. Carla, LaCrosse,
IN), Bro. Herbert Knochel, Jr. (Sis.
Laurie, Phoenix, AZ), Bro. Andy
Moser (Sis. Diane, Valparaiso, IN),
Bro. Scott Schafer (Sis. Gigi, South
Bend, IN), and Elder Bro. Alfred
Bahler (Sis. Francis, Wolcott, IN).

INDIANA, WOLCOTT
Elaine Bahler
Lisa Furrer

"This charge I commit unto thee
... that thouby themmightest war a
good warfare;"

I Timothy 1:18
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We were again charged through
the reading ofthe Memorandum to
put on the whole armour of God.
How thankful we are for faithful
brothers who sound the warning
and care for our souls. May God
richly bless Elder Bros. Tom
Hoffman (Sis. Kathy, Roanoke, IL)
and Dan Kilgus (Sis. Jenna,
Remington, IN) for sharing His
Word with us.

What a blessing to have visitors
who arewillingto beused ofGod for
our edification. We thankBro. Sam
Schlatter (Sis. Linda, Junction,
OH) and Bro. Frank Sauder (Sis.
Kathy, Roanoke, IL) for their la­
bors of love through the ministry.

Beginning their journey of faith
towards holy matrimony is Sis.
Stefanie Schwab (Bro. Mark and
Sis. Shari) and Bro. Shane Beer
(Bro. Steve and Sis. Connie, Leo,
IN), both ofWest Lafayette, IN.
May God continue to guide and di­
rect them throughout their engage­
ment.

Submitting themselves to God's
direction, November 20was the day
Sis. Bethany Gerber (Bro. Bob and
Sis. Luann) and Bro. Joshua John­
son (LaCrosse, IN) became hus­
band and wife. Sharing in this
special day were Elder Bros. Curt
Frank (Sis. Lyla, LaCrosse, IN) and
Dan Kilgus (Sis. Jenna,
Remington, IN), as well as minis­
tering Bros. Chris Wuethrich (Sis.
Carla, LaCrosse, IN) and Jim
Butikofer (Sis. Diana, Iowa City,
IA). Although we shall miss Sis.
Bethany as she makes her home in
LaCrosse, we celebrate this holy
union and pray that God who
brought them both together will
bless their married life forever.
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IOWA, BLOOMFIELD
Barbara Schock

My soul in sad exile was out on
life's sea,

So burdened with sin and dis-
tressed,

Till I heard a sweet voice saying,
"Make me your choice;"
And I entered the "Haven of Rest!"

Tabernacle Hymns #143, vs. 1

On October 22-23, we were
blessed to listen to the testimony
and witness the baptism ofour new
Sis. Jenny Schock (Bro. Dale and
Sis. Teresa). We pray that she will
continue to grow in the faith and to
be a light and example to those
around her. We thank Elder Bro.
Dale Eisenmann (Sis. Judy, Chi­
cago) for assisting with this special
weekend and Bro. Dean Steffen
(Sis. Carol, Belvidere) for letting
themselves be used in the service of
the Lord.

We also rejoice with Angie
Wuthrich (Bro. Roger and Sis.
DeAnn) as she has made a begin­
ning in the Lord. We pray that she
will grow in faith, and for grace as
she continues in her repentance.

On October 30, Bro. Tim
Roecker (Sis. Diane, Peoria) came
out with the Peoria Choir. Bro.
Brad Funk (Sis. Laura, Garden
Grove) was also here for the week­
end. We thank these two brothers
for their willingness to be used on
our behalf. We would also like to
thank Bro. Kent Getz (Sis. Betty,
Elgin, IA) who was here November
6. May God bless each of these
brothers.

Last but not least, we would like
to welcome Bro. Joe and Sis. Rose
Dotterer and their family, Tim,
Bro. Craig, Kurt, and Rachel, to our
congregation from the Smithville,
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OH, congregation.MayGodbewith
this family as they adjust to the
many changes in their lives.

The Returning Christ
At Christmastime when every

heart
with special rapture fills,
Each soul becomes a Bethlehem
among Judean hills,
And Jesus Christ, the Son of God,
in His own lowly way
Comes seeking room in human

hearts
to share the Christmas Day.
May He not find the crowded inn
too full for Him again,
Or Christmas gifts and Christmas

trees
without the Christ ofmen.
But may there be the humble

heart
with room prepared and blessed,
And heart reborn to greet anew
the long expected guest.
At Christmas when He seeks His

place
supreme in human wills
Each heart becomes a Bethlehem
among Judean hills.
-Betty W. Stoffel

IOWA, BURLINGTON
Brenda Schulz
Laurie Schulz

Our sympathy and prayers go
out to Sis. Dixie Messner and her
daughter, Mayone, at the passingof
Dixie's father, Bro. Leo Messner
(Sis. Georgia, Winthrop, MN). We
also think of grandson, Bro. Mi­
chael and Sis. Rachel Messner, and
their family. May God be their
Comforter in their time of loss.

We thank our ministering Bro.
John Steiner (Oakville) who will­
ingly served us this past month.
May God continue to bless him for
his service.
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IOWA, ELGIN
Gloria Frieden
Heidi Butikofer

He came in humble modesty
and brought to us all blessings.
There in a manger slumbered He,
eternal gifts possessing.
Arrayed in feeble flesh and blood
Appeared the gracious Son of God
To bring us all redemption.
Zion's Harp #107, vs. 2

Bro. Dale and Sis. Cheryl Moore
welcomed their 8th grandchild into
their family circle when little
Zachary Lloyd Kramer (Kurt and
Danette) arrived on October 26.
Zachary is also welcomed by his big
brother, Grant, and his paternal
grandparents, Lloyd and Marlene.

Visiting ministers who have
served us this month include Elder
Bro. Wayne Grimm (Sis. Rose, West
Bend, IA), Bro. Duane Rocke (Sis.
Bonnie, Minneapolis, MN) and Bro.
Steve Sauder (Sis. Mary, Tremont,
IL). May God ever be with our min­
istering brethren as they faithfully
and submissively allow themselves
to be used in God's service trusting
completely in Him to provide the
words that come forth.

'Twas the Night Before Jesus
'Twas the night before Jesus came,

and all through the house
Not a creature was praying, not

one in the house.
The Bibles were lain on the shelf

without care,
In hopes that Jesus would not

come there.
The children were dressing to

crawl into bed,
Not once ever kneeling or bowing

their head.
And mom in the rocker, with the

baby on her lap,
Was watching the Late Show,
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while I took a nap.
When out of the east there arose

such a clatter,
I sprang to my feet to see what was

the matter.
Away to the window I flew like a

flash
Tore open the shutters and threw

up the sash.
When what to my wondering eyes

should appear?
But angels proclaiming that Jesus

was here!
Like a light, like the sun, sending

forth a bright ray
I knew in a moment, this must be

the Day.
The light of His face, made me

cover my head.
It was Jesus! Returning just like

He had said.
And though I possessed worldly

wisdom and wealth,
I cried when I saw Him, in spite of

myself.
In the Book of Life, which He held

in His hand,
Was written the name of every

saved man.
He spoke not a word as He

searched for my name;
When He said "It's not here" my

head hung in shame
The people whose name had been

written in love
He gathered to take to His Father

above.
With those who were ready He

rose without a sound,
While all of the rest were left

standing around.
I fell to my knees, but it was too

late!
I waited too long, and thus sealed

my fate.
I stood and I cried as they rose out

of sight;
Oh, if only we had been ready to­

night!
In the words of this poem the

meaning is clear,
The coming of Jesus is drawing
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near.
There's only one life, and when co­

mes the last call
We'll find that the Bible was true

after all!

IOWA, GARDEN GROVE
Willa Clark

"Trust in the Lord with all thine
heart; and lean not unto thine own
understanding. In all thy ways ac­
knowledge him, and he shall direct
thy paths."

Prov. 3:5,6

Is there any better way to begin
the year 2006, than to commit our
entire lives to the Lord, who came to
earth as an innocent babe? He grew
in wisdom and stature, showed by
His work and Word the way we
should live and then became the ul­
timate sacrifice, rose from the
tomb, and ascended to Heaven, that
we might have eternal life. Let us
trust the Lord for our direction in
every moment, every decision in
the newyear, lettingHim direct our
paths.

We have been blessed with visit­
ing brothers during the past
month, including Elder Bros. Den­
nis Warner (Sis. Esther, Lester, IA)
and Doug Schock (Sis. Clara,
Bloomfield, IA), Bros. Ed Strahm
(Sis. Ramona, Bern, KS) and Paul
Eisenmann (Sis. Elaine,
Burlington, IA).

We are also thankful for the
weekend of fellowship and music
shared with us by members of the
Psalm 100 quartet from Bluffton
and Bluffton North. "Make ajoyful
noise unto the Lord, all ye lands ...
For the Lord is Good; his mercy is
everlasting; and his truth endureth
to all generations."
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IOWA, IOWA CITY
Diana Butikofer

We appreciate Bro. Floyd
Frieden (Sis. Jan, Elgin, IA) and
Bro. Dan Stoller (Sis. Diane,
Rockville, CT) assisting on the pul­
pit this month. May the Lord bless
them for their efforts.

IOWA, LESTER
Dawn Knobloch
Dawn Metzger

As our beautiful Fall draws to a
close and we look forward to the
Christmas season, may we be re­
minded to always give thanks to
God for Jesus Christ and the gift of
salvation through Him.

Little ZacharyGherian (Bro. Mi­
cah and Sis. Marcy) and Sis. Char­
lotte Metzger (Bro. Bill) were
recent surgical patients. We trust
all will go well for them and they
will soon be fully recovered. Stan
Metzger (Bro. Bill and Sis. Char­
lotte) and Sis. Naomi Knobloch
were hospitalized also, and our
thoughts and prayers will be with
Sis.Naomi in the coming months as
she undergoes treatments.

Bro. Pat Zaugg (West Bend, IA)
and Elder Bro. Jim Plattner
(Princeville, IL) visited and shared
the Word with our congregation
this past month. We trust God will
bless and direct our ministering
brethren for their work on our be­
half.

Two weddings took place this
past month in our congregation.
MattAnderson and RosaleeMogler
were married on November 5. Bro.
Kent Mogler assisted our Elder
Bro. Dennis Warner in this en­
deavor. Our prayer for them is that
God's grace and direction will be
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with them as they begin their walk
together for the Lord. Bro. Brian
and Sis. Bev Mogler are Rosalee's
parents. November 12 was the day
chosen by Darin Knobloch and
Stacy Kroon for their wedding day.
Our congratulations and best re­
gards are with them also as they
embark upon their married life to­
gether. Bro. Larry and Sis. Sheryl
Knobloch are Darin's parents.

IOWA, OAKVILLE
Rosalie Wiegand
Sharla Wiegand

Wewould like to thank our visit­
ing ministers, Bro. Rod Bajema
(Lester, IA) and Bro. Dan Stoller
(Rockville, CT), for sharing the
Word with us.

TheengagementofBro.Dan
Lanz (Bro. Ken and Sis. Janet) and
Sis. Autumn Fehr ofWest Bend, IA
(Bro. Dan and Sis. Eunice) was
made known. We surely wish the
Lord's richest blessings upon this
couple.

A precious baby girl, Larae
Adayre, was welcomed into the
family of Bro. Randy and Sis.
Shayla (Marti) Steiner on Novem­
ber 4. Thankful grandparents are
Sis. Teresa (late Bro. Erv) Marti
and Bro. Tom and Sis. JoAnn
Steiner. Also welcoming her are
great-grandparents, Bro. Hartzell
and Sis. Marian Schmidgall.

IOWA, WEST BEND
Sue Schneider
Lori Skoglund

"Behold, a virgin shall be with
child, and shall bring forth a son,
and they shall call his name Em­
manuel, whichbeing interpreted is,
God with us."

Matthew 1:23
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What thankful people we should
be as we reflect on the gift of salva­
tion thatbeganwith thebirth ofHis
own Son.

We are thankful Bro. Leland
Plattner (Sis. Mary, Zapata, TX)
was willing to minister unto us
while herevisitingfamilyrecently.

Baby Noah Gerber (Bro. Carl
and Sis. Sara) was hospitalized
with sickness and little Aaron
Massner (Bro. Darin and Sis.
Twila) for surgery. Both are home
and doing well. Lucille Wirtz also
spent time in the hospital and is
nowresidingin an extended care fa­
cility nearby.

Believing it is the Lord's will for
their lives, Sis. Autumn Fehr (Bro.
Dennis and Sis.Judy) andBro. Dan
Lanz (Bro. Ken and Sis. Janet) of
Oakville, IA, have announced their
engagement. May they feel God's
continuing guidance in their lives
as they prepare for marriage.

The blessed story of the Christ
The Babe of Bethlehem,
Is worthy of our song and praise,
And stirs the hearts ofman.
The fullness of God's love divine
Surrounds the Christ so mild
Alas, how many only know,
The Saviour as a child.
... 'Tis not the manger but the

cross
That sets the spirit free.
Hymns ofZion #36

JAPAN, SHIODA
Willis Ehnle

Satoe Nozawa died on Novem­
ber 6 and her funeral was held at
the IchinomiyaFuneral Home. She
was 89 years of age and she was
among the first to attend our
Shioda Church after it was built in
1956, forty-nine years ago. Shewas
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a member of the Katsunuma
Church but attended ours because
it was closer. Although she never
became amember ofour church be­
cause she did not want to be re-bap­
tized, she was a strong supporter of
our church traditions during the
early years.

Elder Bro. Charles and Sis. Mir­
iam Sauder, and Bro. Akihiro and
Sis. Carrie Ito, from our Tremont,
Illinois, church, visited us on
Sunday, November 6. We thank
them warmly for their visit.

Sis. Lois Ehnle went to America
on November 1 7 for her brother
Marion's funeral. He lived in Den­
ver, Colorado. Marion was nearly
78 years of age at the time of his
death, and Lois turned 79 years of
age in September. They were close
to each other in age and did many
things together in their youth. One
by one, our bodies are falling asleep
and our spirits are flying away to be
with God, providingwe have Christ
on our side.

JAPAN, TOKYO
Jana Klaus

We had some very special guests
this past month- newlyweds Bro.
Akihiro and Sis. Carrie Itoh andher
parents, ElderBro. Charles andSis.
MiriamSauder (all ofTremont, IL),
came for a coupleweeks to get apre­
view ofwhat lifewillbe like livingin
Japan. Lord willing, the Itoh's will
be back next year to set up a home
here and become a part of our
church family. The wonderful
working of the Lord is very evident
in bringing the two of them to­
gether and we just cannot praise
Him enough! Our church had a re­
ception for them after church on
Sunday, October 30, and we all en­
joyed celebrating with the couple
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and hearing how the Lord has
worked in their lives through a pre­
sentation that Bro. Akihiro dili­
gently put together. It was extra
special, too, to have Carrie's par­
ents worship and fellowship with
us. We thank them so much for
their support and love and for Bro.
Charles' giving of himself in
preaching about trusting in God
and not in man, and about Jesus'
deep love for us.

On that same Sunday, we were
glad to have Bro. Jason Sanders
(Eureka, IL) worship with us once
again as he was back on business
with CAT. He picked a good Sunday
to be with us as services were in
both English and Japanese.

Then, onNovember 3, anational
holiday (Culture Day), we again
had blessed worship and fellow­
ship, with both churches involved,
for our annual fall "Shuyokai" or
Fellowship Meeting. Shioda
Church hosted (a big thank you to
them!) and it was held at
"Budono-oka" (Hill of Grapes) in
Yamanashi-ken. What beauty we
could behold from up on that
hill-vineyard after vineyard roll­
ing through the valley and up the
mountain sides.

And, our cupswere filled to over­
flowing with Bro. Charles' mes­
sages and discussion on our
relationship with our dear Savior
and God, and our relationship with
our fellow brother and sister. A
couple points thatwerebrought out
and discussed were "In what ways
is it evident (to others) that Jesus is
with you?" and "What are the
'Ebenezers' in your life?" thinking
on 1 Samuel 7: 12 where it speaks of
Samuel settingup a stone, calling it
"Ebenezer" or "stone of help", to
remember how God had helped
them up to that point and would
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surely continue - these are faith
strengthening times and worthy to
be remembered over and over to
help us on our rugged way.

And one more point I'd like to
mention (there was so muchmore!)
is "How can we stimulate each
other to be spiritual?" A good Bible
reference is Colossians 3:16-17.
Many wonderful points to ponder.
Thank you again, Bro. Charles!

We are very thankful to report
that Bro. Yoshio Yamazaki was
back in church this month after a
long absence after his fall last win­
ter. He is still receiving rehabilita­
tion, but is in good spirits and can
get back home from church on his
owninhiswheelchair. Hecomesby
taxi in the morning as it is uphill.
Thank you to all for prayers for
him.

Elderly Sis. Utsuki Okaasan is
on IV now constantly, but still at
home being lovingly and devotedly
cared for by her daughters. Please
pray for that family. And, Sis.
Haruyo Onoda's husband is sched­
uled to have heart valve surgery on
December 26. She would also ap­
preciate prayers.

We had our annual November
"Salvation Army" collection. As
usual, many people gave, including
several ladies who attend the
monthly ladies meeting, andwe are
thankful.

Ourheartfelt sympathy goes out
to our dear Sis. Lois Ehnle (Bro.
Willis, Shioda) at the loss of her
brother, Bro. MarionBeer (Denver,
CO). We pray for comfort for her
whole family and forher safe return
from the States.

Bro. AndrewKlaus recently took
on a new job and has to work the
first 6 months in San Jose, CA. The
whole family plans tojoin him from
December throughMarch. Our ad-
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dress for that time will be: Andrew
and Jana Klaus and family, 2205
Corktree Ln, San Jose, CA 95132.
We would appreciate prayers for a
blessed stay there and for our dear
church family here while we are
apart.

KANSAS, BERN
Sheri Edelman
RitaMenold

We are happy and thankful to
announce that Jason Kaeb (Bro.
Paul and Sis.Joan) and Scott
Strahm (Bro. Richard and Sis.
Edie) have found that wonderful
peace in their hearts! Lord willing,
we looking forward to their proving
and baptism the first part ofJanu­
ary!

Bro. Jason and Sis. Kendra
Rokey arehappy first- timeparents
of little Jadon Christopher.
Jadon's grandparents are Bro.
Galen and Sis. Nancy Rokey, and
Earl and Sis. Darlene Meyer.

Our young three-year-old son
has been very inquisitive lately
with lots of questions about God
and Jesus. Does God live in
Heaven? Does Jesus live in my
heart? Does it make Jesus sad
when I'm not nice? Is Jesus in my
heart when I'm bad? Sometimes I
have to remind myselfnot to tire of
him asking so many questions, as
this is how they learn! As parents
we need to pray that we can teach
our children ofHis truth and righ­
teousness! May all our young par­
ents enjoy the joys and blessings
that children bring us!

We thank Bro. Rex Frieden (Sis.
Vera, Lamar, MO) for bringing
God's Word to us on October 13.
We appreciate all our ministers
who so willingly proclaim God's
Word Sunday after Sunday!
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Hospital patients this month
were Sis. Mavis Meyer, Sis. Pearl
Miller and Bro. Eldon Plattner. We
pray that Godwouldheal as He sees
fit!

TheBern andSabetha congrega­
tions have heard many wonderful
teachings and exhortations, as we
have been privileged to sit and lis­
ten to the tapes from the Elder
Brother Conference. We pray that
our Elders may continue to feel
God's guidance and direction as
they lead the flocks!

OurElder Bro. John Lehman re­
cently challenged us to ask our­
selves "Is my namewritten there?"
What a powerful question. May we
continue to help each other along
the way, so when our life is over, we
can say. "Yes-my name's written
there."

KANSAS, FORT SCOTT
Ethel Smith

Grace andpeace to all, agift from
our Redeemer, Lord Jesus Christ.

TheweekendofOctober 23was a
very special weekend here in Ft.
Scott, as we listened to the testimo­
nies of two converts, Robin Braker
and Justin Banwart, who testified
of their redemption through the
shedblood ofourLordJesus Christ.
The provings and baptisms were
conducted by Elder Bros. Ted
Witzig, Sr. (Sis. Cindy, Morton, IL),
Kent Heimer (Sis. Jan, Taylor,
MO), and John Lehman (Sis. Con­
nie, Bern, KS). It was a beautiful,
joyous weekend. The angels in
heaven surely rejoiced with us.

On Thursday, November 17, El­
der Bros. John Lehman (Sis. Con­
nie, Bern, KS) and Jay Luthi (Sis.
Jane, Lamont, KS) read the Confer­
ence letter. We appreciated the ex­
hortation reminding us to be
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always clothed in the full armor of
God and touse our timewisely serv­
ing our Lord by doing what we can
for others. Other visitingministers
this pastmonthwere Bro. JeffBahr
(Sis. Janice, Kiowa, KS), Bro. Greg
Braker (Sis. Wendy, Lamar, MO)
and Elder Bro. Marvin Leman (Sis.
Jane, Bradford, IL). May God bless
them for their love, support and
concerns for all of us.

0 wondrous thought - the resur­
rected Christ still lives,

He lives all glorious in the realms
above!

He sheds abroad His spirit into
hearts of men.

'Tis He who lives, and reigns, and
intercedes and loves.
- Garden of Verse

KANSAS, KIOWA
Jenny Stewart

Laura Wagenbach
Give thanks unto the Lord for

He is good.Not only duringthis hol­
iday season, but also, every day of
the year we need to give thanks to
ourHeavenlyFatherforall things.

We had our fall invite-a-friend
weekend. Everyone enjoyed soup,
singing, and especially the fellow­
ship.

Bro. Jerry Meeks (Sabetha) and
his wife, Sis. Christy,joined us. We
appreciated his message and the
encouraging words he gave to us.

Sis. Marie Tucker had an outpa­
tient eye surgery this past month.
She is doingwell. Sis. HelenFarney
had an outpatient hand surgery.
Our prayers are with both of these
sisters for a full recovery.

Elder Bro. John Lehman (Bern)
and Elder Bro. Mike Leman (Den­
ver) were here to share the Memo­
randumwith us. We want to thank
these brothers for their time spent
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withus andthewords they shared.

KANSAS
LAMONT-GRIDLEY

Eileen Bahr
On October 22, Bro. Roger

Aberle (Sabetha, KS) brought forth
these questions: If Christ is living
in us, how do we show it? Are we
dressed with the right garment?
What's the wedding garment?
What do we need to be wearing to­
day? Are we baptized in Christ?
There is an accountability.

On October 29, Bro. Brandon
Emch's (Kansas City,MO) message
from Matthew 22 was summed up
by Jesus' two commandments:
"Thou shalt love the Lord thy God
with all thy heart, and with all thy
soul, andwith all thymind. And the
second, Thou shalt love thy neigh­
bor as thyself."

While we were in Wichita for
Bro. RudyBahr's aortic valve heart
transplant, Bros. Marvin Dotterer
(Forrest, IL) and Ken Eisenmann
(Cissna Park, IL) werewith a group
of visitors. We appreciate any and
all of the visiting ministers and
pray that God will reward them for
their efforts.

Several years ago in Kansas City
they made a study on the effects of
prayer on heart surgery patients.
They had people pray for patients
they did not know and the recovery
time was shortened. We do believe
that all the prayers we received
aided in Rudy's surgery and we
thank you for these blessed peti­
tions and cards.

We benefited by Bro. Cory
Metzger's (Wichita, KS) coming to
visit his mother November 13. He
asked this question: "Are we en­
couraging each other?"
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KANSAS, SABETHA
Dawn Strahm
Rebekah Beyer

We were blessed to have visiting
Bro. Don Sinn (Silverton, OR) min­
ister to us from God's Word this
past month.

The SabethaandBern congrega­
tions have been gathering together
on Friday evenings to listen to the
Conference tapes from our Annual
Brotherhood Conference. How
thankful we are for the words ofen­
couragement and admonition from
our dear Elder brethren as they
watch for our souls.

Bro. Kurt and Sis. Hannah
Grimm have been blessed with an­
other daughter, Marissa Ann. Big
sister, Addison, along with grand­
parents, Bro. Doug and Sis. Jeryl
Grimm and Bro. Guy and Sis.
Lynette Koehl (Morris, MN), wel­
come her into their family circle.

Adelicious Thanksgivingdinner
was enjoyed by all as we came to­
gether for food and fellowship on
Sunday evening, November 6.
Many thanks for the service of our
Sunday school students and those
that planned and prepared the
meal.

Our prayers are with Sis. Ellen
Hertzel (Elder Bro. Gerry) and her
family as theymourn the loss of El­
len's father, Walter Plattner.

Sis. Brooke Huber (Bro. Gordon
and Sis. Sharlyn) has been an­
nounced to Bro. Vince Francesi
(Bro. Len and Sis. Mary) ofBluffton
North, IN. We pray for them God's
blessings and nearness as they plan
for their upcoming wedding on
March 19.
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KANSAS, WICHITA
Emma Miller

We heard Anna Sauder give her
testimony of faith the evening of
October 29 and the following day
we witnessed her baptism. Anna
was surrounded by a host of rela­
tives who came from Iowa and Illi­
nois. Visiting ministers were Elder
Bros. Dennis Warner (Lester, IA)
and Jay Luthi (Lamont-Gridley,
KS) and Bro. Matthew Rassi (Chi­
cago, IL). It was a pleasure to ob­
serve the spirit ofcooperation from
everyone concernedas the events of
the weekend unfolded. Our church
was filled and as it is said in the Bi­
ble, "and yet there was room."

November was definitely grand­
parent's month for two ofour fami­
lies in Wichita. On November 2,
PatrickandJoanne FunkofDeSota
became parents to twins, Liam
James and Olivia Valerie. Little
Olivia is the first girl in the Bro.
Glen and Sis. Sally Funk family of
grandchildren. Olivia and Liam are
the second set of twins in the same
group.

Two days later, Sis. Kathleen
Gallatin became grandmother to
Mac Charles McDonald. Mac's par­
ents are Laurie and Mark who live
in Golden, CO. I find it interesting
that Sis. Kathleen and her late hus­
band, Joe, had two daughters. The
grandchildren are all boys.

Our prayer is that Godwill bless
these births, both the spiritual and
the natural, that they may develop
their potential in His service.

MEXICO, MAGDALENA
Joy Huber

Greetings of love from
Magdalena!

Having put their confidence in
our Master, two dear families, Bro.
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Joe and Sis. Denise Maller from
Bluffton, IN, and Bro. Brian and
Sis. Marie Ricketts and their six
children fromForrest, IL, moved to
Magdalena November 1st and 4th.
Wewelcome thesebrethren and ap­
preciate their help in the Lord's
work here (Colossians 3:23,24).

We want to express our thanks
and love to Elder Bro. Steve
Gutwein (Francesville, IN) and El­
der Bro. Jon Kokanovich (Phoenix,
AZ) for their willingness to share
God's Word here in Magdalena the
weekend of November 6.

To remember the day of prayer
for the persecuted church (Novem­
ber 13), we had a special Sunday
evening service. There is a secluded
spot on our property near the river
where bamboo grows tall. Previ­
ously the boys had made a secret
club house there. We met there and
pretended as ifwewere in a country
where Christians are persecuted
for their faith. Two ofthe olderboys
guarded the door as we sangquietly
and shared a reading from an old
burnt Bible. When they signaled
that someone was passing by, we
got quiet and turned off the flash­
lights. The children also shared Bi­
ble verses frommemory. Itmade us
all realize what it would be like to
have to meet in secret and fear be­
ing overheard. Afterwards we
prayed for those who really do need
to gather in dark caves or other se­
cret places to worship because they
don't have the religious freedom
that we have in northern Mexico.
May we not take this freedom for
granted.

MEXICO, IXTLAN
Rosario & Claudia Gonzalez

"Neither pray I for these alone,
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but for them also which shall be­
lieve on me through their word;"

John 17:20

The Lord has again answered
prayers as three more souls have
answered His call. October 22-23
were testimonies and baptisms for
our new brothers and sister in
Christ. We welcome Bro. Francisco
Angel Herrera (Francisco and
Carmen Herrera) and Bro. Samuel
and Sis. Maria Gutierrez to the
family of God! We appreciate the
time and willingness ofElder Bros.
Tom Hoffman and Charles
Hemmer in coming to share God's
Word with us.

Meet Sis. Esthela Sauceda:
I am 50 years old and themother

of six children. At first I thought I
was agoodandobedientwife. I grew
up in the Catholic church thinkingI
was a good person because I recited
prayers a lot. But then something
happened with my husband who
was a drunk and treated me badly
as well as my children. I wondered
why bad things happened to me ifl
was doing good things. I tried to
take my life but my daughters took
me to the hospital and I recovered. I
argued a lotwithmyhusband and it
was during this period of time that
my son died. It was a tragedy and I
blamed my husband for what had
happened. At this point, I left Mex­
ico City and came to live inmyhome
town, Plaza del Limon. I continued
to attend the Catholic church but
my brother, who was attending the
Bible studies that the brothers had
here, also invitedme to attend. I did
attend and at that time, I was again
hospitalized for cancer. After re­
turninghome, I realized I needed to
attend church as well as the Bible
studies. My first visit to the church
was so full of emotion that I could
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not even read or sing and upon re­
turning to my home, the neighbors
asked me ifl just came from a cele­
brationbecause Iwas so full ofjoy. I
told them, "Yes, itwas a celebration
of the Lord."

After attending the church in
Ixtlan for some time, I recognized
that I was a sinner in need ofrepen­
tance. I returned toMexico City and
asked my husband for forgiveness
and also my children for all that I
had done. I told my husband that I
was going to givemy life to the Lord
and no longer carried hatred and
bitterness in my heart.

I am thankful to the Lord that
He has blessed me so much and I
have been able to speak to other
people about the Gospel wherever I
go.NowI amable to share Bible sto­
ries with the neighbor children be­
cause when they are small, they
absorb so much more than when
they are older. (Proverbios 22:6)

MICHIGAN, ALTO
Rose Watson
Terri Huber

Autumn is abusytime filledwith
activities and preparations for the
coming holidays, and we find our
minds filled with thanksgiving for
many wonderful blessings. Of
course, we have spent the day for­
mally titled Thanksgivingwith our
family and friends, and in church
worshipping and thanking the
Giver of hope and life.

Howfittingtomention anew life
at this time: the family ofBro. Tom
and Sis. Michelle Oesch thankfully
welcomes the birth of their first
grandchild, Jonas Andrew, to Luke
andRuthanneGrummet.Anew life
with whom to share God's love and
gifts!

We are thankful for our visitors.
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We had young groups from several
churches join us for an "acts of ser­
vice" weekend inOctober, andwere
also blessed to have visiting minis­
tering Bro. Frank Sauder
(Roanoke, IL) andhis wife and fam­
ily join us and teach us that week­
end. Fellowship with visiting
ministering Bro. Dennis
Kaufmann (Sis. Bonnie,
Bloomington, IL) was enjoyed in
November.

We are also thankful for our ma­
terial blessings. At timeswe feelun­
worthy, and our hearts ache for
those who must do without. In our
own small way, we tried to share of
our abundance by scheduling
World Relief Family Nights in Oc­
tober and November. There we can
work onprojects rangingfrom com­
forters and blankets to school kits
to filling shoeboxes with toys and
health items to be shipped to chil­
dren in less fortunate countries in
time for Christmas.

We are thankful for fellowship
and friends. The annual Sunday
School leaf-raking was held at Bro.
Lyman and Sis. Vivian Feldman's
home. Theyhave plenty ofleaves to
share! Another annual treat was
the Secret Pal Luncheon. It is
heartwarming to see bonds of
friendship and caring woven and
strengthened with cards, gifts and
thoughtfulness.

There can be sadness in our
thanks. We will miss Sis. Helen
Steffen as she has moved to Phoe­
nix for the winter. We are glad she
can spend quality time with family
members inArizona, and aren't we
thankful for the blessing of easy
travel in this day and age!

We are always thankful for
God's healing powers and we lift
Sis. Bertha Wingeier up to Him in
prayer as she is hospitalized with
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pneumonia at this time. We can re­
port that our prayers for healing
were answered and our Elder Bro.
Aaron Steffen is again able to join
his co-laborers on the pulpit after a
brief absence due to a very serious
and frightening brain surgery last
month.

In closing, let us forever be
thankful to our Father in Heaven,
especially as our thoughts turn to
the season ofChristmas, represent­
ingthemost precious gift andbless­
ing of all: Christ Jesus, our Lord
and Saviour, who is comingagainto
take us home to live with Him for­
ever!

Note ofThanks:
I wish to express my deep appre­

ciation for all the prayers, cards and
gifts of love given to me during and
followingmyrecentsurgery.Words
cannever conveyhowthankful I am
for your love and support.

Aaron Steffen

MICHIGAN, BAY CITY
Sarah Knochel

Janelle Ramseyer

Now thank we all our God
With heart, and hands and voices,
Who wondrous things has done,
In whom the world rejoices,
Who from our mother's arms
Has blest us on our way
With countless gifts of love,
And still is ours today.
Zion's Harp #236

Our congregation felt the bless­
ing ofthe Lord on Sunday, October
23, as we witnessed the ordination
ofBro. JohnJackson (Sis. Peggy) as
an ordained deacon for the Bay City
congregation. We had many visi­
tors with us for the weekend and it
has been a blessing to see how the
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Lord has worked in the hearts of
our brethren. Our thoughts,
prayers, and support are with Bro.
John as he assumes these responsi­
bilities and for Sis. Peggy as she
supports him in his duties.

For the ordination weekend, we
were blessed to have many visiting
ministerswithus. Special thanks to
Elder Bro. Aaron Steffen (Sis.
Loretta, Alto, MI), Elder Bro. Mark
Bahr (Sis. Beverly, Detroit, MI),
and Elder Bro. Bill Schlatter (Sis.
Emily, Junction, OH) for their will­
ingness to take part in the ordina­
tion service. Also visiting that day
were Bro. Jesse Bedolla (Sis.
Bonnie, Detroit, MI), Bro. Nathan
Wieland (Sis. Suzanne, Goodfield,
IL), and Bro. Ted Steffen (Sis. San­
dra, Alto, MI). We thank each of
these brothers for coming to share
with us.

Also visiting in the past month
was Elder Bro. Art Nohl (Sis. San­
dra, Morris, MN) and Bro. Ned
Stoller (Sis. Heidi, Alto, MI). Spe­
cial thanks to eachofthesebrothers
for their willingness to share the
Gospel with us.

We want to remember our loved
ones who have undergone surgery
in the past month. Gerald Meier
(Sis. Edie) and Bro. Neil Ramseyer
(Sis. Sharon) are each recuperating
from surgical procedures and we
pray that they both will make a
speedy recovery. We also are mind­
ful of our Elder Bro. Aaron Steffen
as he has spent time in the hospital
in the pastmonth. Wepraythatour
dear Heavenly Father will bring
each one a reasonable measure of
health and strength.

May God's blessings and peace
beyours duringthis Christmas sea­
son.

"Glory to God in thehighest, and
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on earth peace; good will toward
men."

Luke 2:14

MICHIGAN, DETROIT
Tiffany Wieland
Mary Weigele

We were reminded of the song
"Christian Friendship" from our
Hymns of Zion songbook when we
hosted Detroit's first "invite a
friend" weekend on October 29-30.
There truly are "friendships that
we cherish in our dailywalk oflife",
but those that are especially mean­
ingful are our friends who "live by
truth and goodness and who live in
Him anew". We thank all those
who were instrumental inplanning
this special weekend!

We appreciated having minis­
tering Bro. Ted Steffen and his
wife, Sis. Sandy, bring amessage of
hope to our Woodhaven residents
on November 1. Their baby daugh­
ter Anna accompanied them and
this was a special treat for the resi­
dents - they love interacting with
children. Bro. Ted and his family
are from theAlto, MI, congregation
andwe thank them for their service
to us.

We extend our heartfelt sympa­
thy to the Sabados family on the
death of their brother, Michel. He
is survived by his sisters, Sis. Su­
zanne, Sis. Anna, Pauline, Maria
Kobal and her husbandMario, and
his brother, Joseph. We also ex­
press our condolences to Paxton
and DeniseWilliams in the death of
her grandfather, William David
Saltz. May God bring peace and
comfort to their hearts as we uplift
them in prayer.

It is with great sadness, yet with
peace in our hearts, that we bid
farewell to Bro. Keith, Sis. Alisa,
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Auburn, Braden, Brecken, Addi­
son, and Brynne Beyer as they relo­
cate from our area to central
Illinois. Bro. Keith has faithfully
servedus in theministry for 7 years
and we will certainly feel this void.
In our farewell gathering for the
family, we sang "Near to the Heart
ofGod", and took comfort knowing
that it is ourwonderful faith in God
that will keep us connected to each
other. We wish them God's bless­
ings as Bro. Keith begins his new
job and the family settles into their
home. They plan to worship with
the Washington congregation.

Note: It appears that a ladies tan
coat with a Liz Claiborne label was
mistakenly taken from the coat
rack. A similar coat was left in its
place. Please contact Sis. Martha
Szilagyi at 734-762-7789 ifyou can
be of help with this matter.
Thanks!

MINNESOTA
MINNEAPOLIS

LaRae Dill

Prayer of Thanksgiving
We gather together to ask the

Lord's blessing,
He chastens and hastens His will

to make known;
The wicked oppressing cease them

from distressing,
Sing praises to His name, He for­

gets not His own.

Beside us to guide us, our God
with us joining,

Ordaining, maintaining His king­
dom divine,

So from the beginning the fight we
were winning;

Thou, Lord wast at our side, all
glory be Thine.
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We all do extol thee, Thou Leader
in battle,

And pray that Thou still our De­
fender wilt be.

Let Thy congregation escape tribu­
lation:

Thy name be ever praised! 0
Lord, make us free!
(folksong of the Netherlands)

TheThanksgivingseason allows
us to reflect on God's blessings and
provisions in the year past. Think­
ingofpresent situations in our con­
gregation we also give thanks....

..... with Bro. Don and Sis.
BernadineMiller in the recent bap­
tism of Don's brother, Wayne, in
Tremont.

..... to Elder Bros. Lawrence
Luthi (Lamar, MO) and Art Nohl
(Morris, MN) for theirministryNo­
vember 12 and 13. Both brothers
were present for theMemorandum;
we certainly enjoyed and appreci­
ated their visits.

..... to God for His protecting
hand on Chelsey Messner (Bro.
Dougand Sis. Sue). Chelseywas hit
by a drunk driver while driving
home one night, and has multiple
injuries as a result. Our church
family aches for Doug, Sue, Alissa
and Chelsey as they deal with the
uncertainties of life.

.....for the miracle of conversion
as seen in the life ofChrisWilliams,
who was baptized in Winthrop,
MN, on November 20. Many from
Minneapolis were present to hear
Chris' inspiring testimony ofGod's
work in his life. Chris and his wife,
Nancy, attended the Minneapolis
church for a time when they were
living in Chanhassan, MN. This
couple is very dear to us and we re­
joice with them!

..... for healing and regained
strength to those in our congrega-
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tionwho have recently experienced
illness or surgeries. Sis. Vera
Schmidt had surgery on her shoul­
der, ishealing, andback in church.

MINNESOTA, MORRIS
Heidi Nohl
Katie Koehl

We were thankful to have Elder
Bro. Lawrence Luthi (Lamar, MO)
minister God's Word to us. May
God bless him for his labors.

Thy spirit, Lord, renews our faint­
ing souls;

It's help we do implore.
Zion's Harp #122

Our prayers have been with
those who have been hospitalized
this month. They are: Sis. Mary
Koehl (Bro. Jake), Joe Koehl
(Angie), Bernice Luthi (Harold),
Bro. Otto Schaefer, Bro. Karl Koehl
(Sis. Marilyn), Bro. Dennis
Schmidgall (Sis. Ruby), Sis. Esther
Koehl, Tyler Slutten (Bro. Randy
and Sis. Lori Fehr) and Sis. Sophie
Nohl. We trust God will heal and
provide for them, where it is His
will.

The engagement ofCurtis Koehl
(Bro. Roy and Sis.Jenell) to Crystal
Rinkenberger (Robert and Mary)
was made known. And on Novem­
ber 30, the engagement of Bro.
Brent Wulf (Bro. Davis and Sis.
Nancy) to Sis. Susie Nohl (Bro.
DeWayne and Sis. Janice) was an­
nounced. We wish both couples
God's blessings as they plan for
their wedding and married life to­
gether.

This month there were three
new babies born to all first-time
parents. On November 4, Sonia
Rose was born to Bro. Joshua and
Sis. Heidi Schmidgall. Excited
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grandparents are Bro. Dave and
Sis. June Schmidgall andBro. Verle
and Sis. Christa Sauder. On No­
vember 9, Sierra Dale was born to
Bro. Micah and Sis. Holly
Zeltwanger. Thankful grandpar­
ents are Bro. Dale and Sis. Rachel
Zeltwanger and Bro. Fred and Sis.
Pat Beer (Milford, IN). On Novem­
ber 13, Titus James was born to
Bro. Adam and Sis. Rachel
Bjerketvedt. Excited grandparents
are Ted and Gloria Bjerketvedt and
Bro. Aldean and Sis. Charlotte
Luthi. May the Lord grant Godly
wisdom as these parents raise their
families.

We extend our sympathy to Bro.
Jerel andSis. LindaSchmidgall and
family with the passing of Sis.
Linda's dad, Bro. Wilmer Leman
(Eureka, IL). Also to Bro. Tony and
Sis.NancyMessner and familywith
the passing ofBro. Tony's dad, Bro.
Leo Messner (Winthrop, MN).

MINNESOTA,WINTHROP
Ginny Stoll

Rachel Steiner
Wewould like to thankBro. Dale

Zeltwanger (Sis. Rachel, Morris,
MN) for sharing God's Holy Word
with us this past month.

The Sunday School children
hosted the 55 and Over Supper.
What a privilege to listen as our
older brothers and sisters share
precious memories of the past.

Sis. Victoria, Trey, Stephanie,
Michael, Thomas and David are ex­
cited to announce the birth of
Catherine Jean, born onNovember
2. ThankfulparentsareBro.Edand
Sis. Ginny Stoll.

Bro. Leo Messner passed away
on November 4. We extend our
sympathy and prayers to Sis. Geor­
gia and the entire family. We pray
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that the family will feel God's love
and grace.

Marie Messerli passed away Oc­
tober 26 in the Fairfield, CA, conva­
lescent home. She was born May 5,
1912, to Fred and Hannah at
Lester, IA. She was baptized July 4,
1934, in the Winthrop Apostolic
Christian Church. Marie was pre­
ceded in death by her parents; sis­
ters, Emma Martin, Margaret
Larson; brothers, Howard and
Cornelius. Leaving to mourn are
her brothers, Dan and Roy; and sis­
ters, Lillian Schrieber and Eliza­
beth Patterson. She had many
nieces and nephews.

Note ofThanks:
We would like to thank you for

the phone calls, cards, gifts, andvis­
its that were made to Leo and us
through the four months of Leo's
illness. Thanks also, for your con­
tinued thoughtfulness and kind
deeds shown to us during the time
ofDad's passing. We were gratified
by all ofyou that came to be with us
andthemiles thatmanyofyou trav­
eled to be there.Aspecial thankyou
to the Winthrop church for all they
have done for Leo and us.

The family ofLeo Messner

MISSOURI, LAMAR
Wendy Braker
Mindy Braker

"For this cause shall aman leave
his father and mother, and shall be
joined unto his wife, and they two
shall be one flesh."

Ephesians 5:31

Many from our congregation
traveled to Bern, KS, on October 16
to witness the wedding vows of Sis.
Diane Strahm (Bro. Curt and Sis.
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Ellen, Bern, KS) and Bro. Bruce
Stoller (Bro. Darrell and Sis. Glo­
ria, Bern, KS). May the Lord be
near them as they begin their lives
together. Sis. Diane will certainly
be missed in our congregation.

MISSOURI, ST. LOUIS
Krista Banwart

We are thankful for God's provi-
sion and healing for our minister­
ing Bro. Loren Schrenk who
recently was hospitalized for
tongue cancer surgery. Many
thanks for the love and prayers of­
fered andbeingofferedup onhis be­
half, and for the peace of God
through it all.

Visiting ministers this past
month included Bro. Kenny Dietz
(Sis. Mardell, Bradford, IL), Bro.
Paul Zimmerman (Sis. Loretta,
Forrest, IL), Bro. Greg Rassi (Sis.
Carla) and Bro. Lenny Meyer (Sis.
Charlotte) both ofChicago, IL, Bro.
Ted Witzig, Jr. (Sis. Donna, Mor­
ton, IL), Bro. John Reinhard (Sis.
Pam, Bluffton, IN), and Bro. Gary
Anliker (Sis. Edith, Elgin, IL).

May Jesus be the one true focus
of our Christmas season.

"Blessed be the Lord God of Is­
rael: for he hath visited and re­
deemed his people,"

Luke 1:68

One little child in a manger, one
world full of sin

One sinless lamb sufficient, one
battle for to win

One star shone extra brightly, one
town it hovered o'er

One purpose that one mother
knew her child had come for

One death out on mount Calvary,
one resurrection morn

One hope brought down from
Heaven, one chance to be re-

SILVER LINING

born
One who could pay the debt, that

no one can afford
One little child in a manger, One

Savior and One Lord.

MISSOURI, TAYLOR
Sally Haerr

THANKSGIVING ... I've spent
some time thinking about this
word, and it'smeaning. Is itjust the
name of a set-aside holiday in No­
vember to us ... ordowetakeitalit­
tle more to heart? I believe
thanksgiving and contentment go
hand in hand. So then I askmyself,
"Do my actions or behavior radiate
a thankful person?" I don't always
like the honest answer that comes
back to me. Let's all challenge our­
selves to let thankfulness show
through inpeace and contentment.

On October 30, many of us had
the privilege ofwitnessing themar­
riage of Bro. Jeff Knobloch (Bro.
Bill and Sis. Ellie, Lester, IA) and
Sis. Bethany Wiegand (Bro. John
and Sis. Mary, Roanoke, IL). We
wish them many blessings as they
build their marriage on a Godly
foundation. Ministering Bro. Ron
Heiniger (Sis. Kayleen,
Bloomington, IL) came for this spe­
cial occasion and served us spiritu­
ally, for which we want to thank
him. We still claim them in our
hearts, although it has been many
years since they made their home
here in Taylor.

On November 2, Bro. Steve
Baner (Sis. Donnalou, Gridley, IL)
came to present a topical Bible
study. He chose an interesting
topic, "Moderation". Especially in­
teresting since the Biblical study of
the word moderation interprets it
tomean "sweetly reasonable". Now
that is a challenge for all ofus. Not
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impossible, but certainly a goal for
most ofus to work on. Thank you,
Bro. Steve.

The sick and/orhospitalized this
past month were: Taylor Gerst
(John and Julie), Bro. Steve Sutter
(Sis. Deb), Bro. Paul Haab (Sis.
Kathy) andBro. KennyKnapp (Sis.
Phyllis).

Let's all take some extra time to
count our blessings (Hymns ofZion
#116).

NEWYORK
CROGHAN-NAUMBURG

Hope Graves
We have been blessed with two

visiting ministers this month. A
potluckand singingwasheldSatur­
day evening, November 12, when
ministering Bro. Sam Schlatter
(Junction, OH) and his wife were
here. The next weekend we were
blessed to have ministering Bro.
Duane Reutter (Rockville, CT) and
his family here with us. A special
thanks to these brothers for shar­
ing the Word with us.

We have started getting our first
snows ofthewinter and realize that
traveling takes a littlemore precau­
tion this time ofyear! We even had
to cancel Wednesday evening ser­
vices on November 9 due to the
weather. We were thankful that El­
der Bro. Duane Farney and his wife
had a safe trip to and from the Con­
ference in Philadelphia, PA. May
the Lord watch over each one as
they travel over the snowy roads
this winter.

Ourprayers arewithJayVirkler
and Shannon Hellinger as they
were married on November 3. May
they feel the presence and love of
Christ in their lives.

We rejoice with Bob and Tessa
Millard in the birth oftheir new lit-
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tle son, Tanner Michael, on Octo­
ber 28. Tanner joins big brothers,
Brent and Jordan, at home. Thank­
ful grandparents are Elder Bro.
Duane and Sis. Karen Farney. May
they be blessed with this new addi­
tion to their household! We love
seeinga little baby in churchagain!

Our prayers go out to Linette
Bush after her recent surgery. We
are thankful she is nowhome recov­
ering.

OHIO,AKRON
Joyce Gasser

Elder Bro. Gerry Hertzel (Sis.
Ellen, Sabetha, KS) waswithus Oc­
tober 29-30 and assisted our Elder
Bro. Dave Graf with blessing our
congregation with the Memoran­
dum. We are grateful for our heri­
tage we have in our church.

Elder Bro. Peter Petrovic (Sis.
Marian, SanDiego, CA) waswithus
November 19-20 and assisted our
Elder Bro. Dave Grafwith testimo­
nies of Tim and Angie Zarkovacki.
We welcome the Zarkovacki's as
members into our church.

We appreciate that our visiting
Elder Bros. Hertzel and Petrovic,
who, in addition to their Elder du­
ties on Saturday evening, also
served our congregation in themin­
istry on the respective Sundays.

Several in our congregation
have lost loved ones due to death.
Sis. Esther and Sis. Helen
Boleratz's sister, Annie Fetzer,
passed away. Her husband, Chris­
tian, passed away some time ago
andAnnie had been in our Nursing
Home. Sis. Michelle Hrubik's
grandfather, Carl Hrubik, age 91,
passed away. Our sympathy goes to
these Sisters-in-faith and their
families.

Bro. Richard Baumgartner and
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Bro. Dan Reljin had been hospital­
ized and have been released to go
home . May the Lord be with them,
bless them, and heal them.

OHIO, COLUMBUS
Nancy Banks

Now thank we all our God
With heart and hands and voices,
Who wondrous things has done,
In whom the world rejoices,
Who from our mother's arms,
Has blest us on our way
With countless gifts of love,
And still is ours today.

There is so much to be thankful
for here in our little congregation.
We are thankful for the many visit­
ing brethren who travel across the
miles to share God's preciousWord
with us. This month we were
pleased to meet and greet Elder
Bros. Wayne Anliker (Forrest, IL)
and Mark Masters (Mansfield,
OH), Bros. Jesse Bedolla (Detroit,
MI), Gary Brown (Forrest, IL) and
Ted Luginbuhl (Smithville, OH).
We appreciate so much the efforts
put forth by those who visit.

We are also thankful that little
Julia Grimm (Bro. John and Sis.
Julie) is recovering fromher recent
surgery to have her tonsils re­
moved.

The annual fall clean-up was
held at the church and we are
thankful for the willing and eager
helpers who worked that day to
ready the church for the coming
winter.

OHIO, JUNCTION
Cindy Schlatter

WyattMitchel was born October
21 to bless the home ofBro. Corbin
and Sis. Audrey Schlatter. His big
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sisters, Natalie, Nicole andAllison,
are pleased with their little baby
brother. Bro. Ralph and Sis. Sheila
Schlatter and Bro. Dan and Sis.
Betty Baltic (Indianapolis, IN) are
his grandparents. Bro. KenandSis.
GwenManz welcome a little grand­
daughter, Courtney Anne, into
their family circle. Her parents are
Bro. Chad and Sis. Cindy
Indermuhle (Rittman, OH). Please
forgive me for omitting the birth of
Bro. Ben and Sis. Carolyn Manz's
grandson, Jayden Michael, who
was born on June 28. Jayden's par­
ents are Mike and Kim Manz. We
pray for much wisdom and grace to
these families as they raise their
dear children.

We recently gathered together
to hear the reading of the Memo­
randum. Our thanks goes to Elder
Bro. Ron Schambach (Elgin, IL) for
spending this weekendwith us. We
would also like to thank Bro. Fred
Domka (Mansfield, OH) for his
work in the ministry. May we all
have tender hearts that are able to
be shaped and molded according to
God's good and perfect will.

Our hearts were saddened to
hear of the passing ofJohn Manz's
wife, Elaine. John and their chil­
dren, Brandon and Briana, will cer­
tainly continue to be in our
thoughts and prayers.

Bro. Ken Gasser (Bro. Jerry and
Sis. Ellen, Rittman) moved to our
areainAugust as he accepted a local
employment opportunity. We cer­
tainly welcome him to our congre­
gation and enjoyhavinghim among
us.
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OHIO, LATTY
Bonny Wenninger
Amanda Steffen

We had two weddings this
month. On October 16, Bro. Bill
McClure and Sis. Brenda
Wenninger were united in mar­
riage. Parents are RoseMcClure of
Van Wert, OH, and Bro. Don and
Sis. Josephine Wenninger. Bro.
Ralph Stoller and Sis. Esther
Stoller were married on October
26. We wish these couples God's
blessings as they now serve Him to­
gether.

On October 23, four more souls
were baptized and promised to be
true and faithful to their God and
Savior: Darren Eisenmann (Bro.
Bill and Sis. Carol), Shannon
Schlatter (Bro. Gus and Sis.
LeAnn), and Chad and Jennifer
Keysor (Bro. George and Sis.
Sharon and Jack and Joy
LandskroenerofAyersville, OH).

We had many visiting ministers
this month, and we want to thank
each of them for blessing us with
theWordofTruth. Theywere: Bro.
Earl Beery (Rittman, OH), Elder
Bro. Ron Messner (Washington,
IL), Bro. Mike Rinkenberger
(Congerville, IL), Elder Bro. Lynn
Stieglitz (Leo, IN), Bro. Doug
Harmon (Toledo, OH), Bro. Justin
Koch (Washington, IL), Elder Bro.
Dale Eisenmann (Chicago, IL), El­
der Bro. Bill Schlatter (Junction,
OH), Bro. Warren Schlatter (Junc­
tion, OH), and Bro. Dan Stoller
(Remington, IN).

Sis. Esther Schlatter was laid to
rest on October 20. Our prayers are
with her family: Bro. Don and Sis.
Josephine Wenninger, Bro. Dick
and Sis. Viola Schlatter, and Sis.
Elizabeth Wieland. Our thoughts
and prayers are also with Bro.
Dwain and Sis. Wanita Laukhuf, as
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Wanita's mother, Sis. Anna
Frauhiger (Bluffton, IN), passed
away and was laid to rest on Octo­
ber 17. We are thankful that these
sisters are now free from pain and
are resting in their Savior's arms.

The angels in heaven rejoice as
Jordan Miller recognized his need
for a Savior and has begun his re­
pentance. Thankful parents are
Bro. Roger and Sis. Kay Miller.

Our prayers are with our hospi­
tal patients. This month includes
Bro. Ray Stoller (Sis. Carol), Sis.
Iva Stoller (Bro. Darl), Brooks
Laukhuf (Bro. Chris and Sis. Ra­
chel), and Bro. Charles Dunham.
We pray that God will comfort,
bless, andheal accordingtoHis per­
fect will.

We enjoyed a blessed weekend
on November 5-6. Memorandum
was read tous on Saturdayevening,
and on Sunday we dedicated our
church building to the Lord. Elder
Bro. Dale Eisenmann was here to
assist Elder Bro. John. We are so
thankful that ouradditionhas been
completed, and we look forward to
the many blessings that we will
share in it. Thanks to each one that
worked on our church project. We
pray that you will feel God's bless­
mgs.

OHIO, MANSFIELD
Esther Baumann

We rejoiced with Sis. Kristan
Keever (Clair and Sis. Bev) and
Bro. Ben Craig (Bro. Kim and Sis.
Carol, Congerville, IL) as theywere
united in Holy Matrimony on No­
vember 6. Wewere thankful for the
many visitors present. Special
thanks to Elder Bro. Bob Walder
(Sis. Gloria, Congerville, IL) and
Bro. Mike Rinkenberger (Sis. Pat,
Congerville, IL) who served us in

December 2005

the ministry on this special week­
end.

We also thank Elder Bro. Ted
Witzig (Sis. Cindy,Morton, IL) who
came to assist in the reading of the
Memorandum on November 12.

On October 30, we learned Bro.
Mike Baumann Jr. (Sis. Lilly) has
been called into the ministry. We
uplift Bro. Mike and his family in
prayer as they undertake this new
responsibility.

Awarmwelcome to Bro.Jeremy
and Sis. Melissa Miller and their
children, David, Jonathan and Ste­
ven, who have moved into our area
from Sarasota, FL.

Bro. Tim and Sis. Jenny Sauder
and Sis. Jenny Rufener (Leo, IN)
joined us on October 23 to share
with us the work that is being ac­
complished at Gateway Woods
Children's Home. May God con­
tinue to bless this importantwork.

Please pray for our recentlyhos­
pitalized patients: Elmer "Bud"
Sauder and Courtney Sauder (Greg
and Sis. Missy).

Our sympathy and prayers to
Sis. Marcella Sauder (Bro. Charles)
at the passing of her brother, Lu­
ther Steffen.

This Christmas Season, may we
pause at the manger, but then con­
tinue on to the cross.

OHIO, RITTMAN
Anne Gasser
Hannah Beery

Now thank we all our God
With hearts and hands and voices,
Who wondrous things has done
In whom the world rejoices.

Hymns ofZion #236

As a large congregation, with
lots ofpeople who have lots of fam-



December 2005

ily, we still rejoice with those who
have the blessing of children com­
ingtoknowtheLord.Weare thank­
ful that God continues to call loved
ones to the fold. We are thankful
when souls accept God's grace and
answer His call. This month, Isaac
Steiner (Bro. Dave and Sis. Lynn),
Stacy Bauman (Sis. Nancy), Jared
Bauman (Sis. Nancy), Myles
Rufener (Bro. Dan and Sis. Karen),
and Anna Bauman (Bro. Jerry and
Sis. Martha) have answered God's
call. We pray that theywill dig deep
on the foundation of Christ Jesus
andmake atruerepentance.Weare
thankful for each one that God has
blessed themwith good guidance at
home.

After repentance, we are thank­
ful when souls make it to the next
step, find peace with God and are
ready to be baptized. This month,
David Christian (Bro. Ron and Sis.
Joann), Jami Calame (Bro. John
and Sis. Jody) and Todd Rufener
(Bro. Jim and Sis. Pat) were bap­
tized into the body of Christ. May
they feel the blessings ofChrist ev­
erydaythat they live true andfaith­
ful to Him.

Then, after being taken into the
fold, we rejoicewith those that seek
God's will in their life for a help­
mate. We are happy to write that
Bro. Ethan Schar (Bro. Rowen and
Sis. Judy) and Sis. Trudie Hartzler
(Bro. Tom and Sis. Diane) are en­
gagedtobemarried. MayGodgrant
them much love and grace in their
marriage.

Then, moving onto the next step
in life, it is such a blessing when
God sends children into the lives of
His children. Bro. Chad and Sis.
Cindy Indermuhle announced the
birth of their second little gir1.
Courtney Anne was born Novem­
ber 4. No doubt little Carmen will
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welcome her new little sister with
welcome hands. Courtney is the
granddaughter ofBro. Dwaine and
Sis. Joan and Bro. Ken and Sis.
Gwen Manz (Junction, OH). Also,
Eli Thomas was born June 29 to
Bro. Milan and Sis. Amy Baltic. Eli
is the little brother of Mollie,
Megan, AdamandMadalyn and the
grandson of Bro. Art and Sis.
Bonnie Ingold and Bro. Dan and
Sis. BettyBaltic (Indianapolis, IN).

This month has brought some
heartache to our congregation as
well. We have had three funerals
this last month. Art Hafely, the
brother of Doretta Kaufman, Sis.
Neva Gasser (children, Sis. Jane
Hartzler, Gerald, Wanda Perry,
Bro. Fred, and Elsie Maibach) and
Sis. Ruth E. Beery have all reached
their eternal destination. We are
thankful for those who have left us
afaith to continue to carry on to the
next generation. We pray that God
will give us the help to be faithful to
Him.

This month we have been privi­
leged to have many visiting breth­
ren. We are glad to have brethren
come to our congregation who are
willing to share the beautifulWord
ofGod. WesendourthankstoBros.
John Reinhard (Bluffton, IN),
Steve Ringger (Bluffton North,
IN),NelsonBeer (Milford, IN), Ron
Palitto (Akron, OH), RandyGasser
(Detroit, Ml) and Elder Bros. Ron
Messner (Washington, IL), Andy
Stoller (Smithville, OH) and Ken
Indermuhle (Sardis, OH).

When our loved ones are hospi­
talized, we often wonder what God
hasinstoreforthem. But, we are al­
ways thankful when He carries
them through with His presence.
Thismonth Sis. MargeWeber, Bro.
Dave Emch (Sis. Eileen), Sis. Mar­
tha Zollinger (Carl), Sis. Betz
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Bauman, Sis. Martha Walder,
Lloyd Emch, Bro. Bill Saylor (Sis.
Mary Ellen) and Sis. Marge Boltz
(Bro. Bob) all spent some time in
the hospital. We are praying that
God will continue to heal them as
only He can do.

With the Christmas season ap­
proaching, mayGod grant each one
a blessed Thanksgiving. And may
we all remember that because of
Christ we have so very much to be
thankful for.

OHIO, SARDIS
Eric and Jami Hartzler

In sorrow and pain Thy trust do
retain

In Jesus the merciful Saviour.
He'll shield and defend
His child to the end;
No suffering or death shall appall

thee.
Zion's Harp #46

Our prayers and sympathy are
with thosewho have lost loved ones
this month. Marie Riggenbach,
Bro. Dale and Sis. Virginia
Riggenbach are grieving the pass­
ing of Dick Roth, who had been ill
for some time now. Also, Sis. Janet
Indermuhle (Bro. Allen) is mourn­
ing the loss ofher great aunt. May
the Lord provide each one with
comfort and peace duringthese dif­
ficult times.

We are thankful that the Great
Physician has provided healing for
those who had surgery this month.
Sis. Terry Zollinger (Bro. Gary)
and Bro. Denny Miller (Sis. Doris)
are both recovering very well.

All things bright and beautiful,
All creatures great and small,
All things wise and wonderful,
The Lord God made them all.

The Children's Harp #1
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Rejoicing over the safe arrival of
their first child, Emma Sue, are
John and Amanda Weslow
(Maumee, OH). First-time grand­
parents are John and Brenda
Weslow ofthe Toledo area and Bro.
Allen and Sis. Janet Indermuhle.
May the Lord grant wisdom and
grace to this young family.

As Christmas nears, may we be
ever mindful of the most precious
Gift of all, Jesus Christ.

OHIO, SMITHVILLE
Ruth Gasser
Edith Miller

Call and cry, ye watchmen, boldly;
Call aloud and spare them not!
Jesus wants a faithful witness;
Teachers not confessing Jesus
Have stern judgment as their lot.
Call and cry, ye watchmen, boldly;
Call aloud and spare them not.
Zion's Harp #112

We appreciate the efforts of our
shepherds watching for our souls.
On November 5, Elder Bros. Gerry
Hertzel (Sabetha, KS) and Merle
Hartzler (Rittman, OH) assisted
our own Elder Bro. Andy Stoller in
reading and expounding upon the
ConferenceMemorandum. Maywe
all heed the warnings which are
brought forth for our soul's wel­
fare. Bro. Gerry was with us on the
followingday, andwe thankhim for
bringing us the Word of Life. We
also thank Bro. Bill Waibel (Bay
City, MI) for visiting us on another
Sunday, as they were passing
through the area. May God's bless­
ings be upon each one who minis­
ters the truth of the Gospel.

We are happy to report we have
another convert in our congrega­
tion. Brittany Indermuhle (Bro.

SILVER LINING

Brian and Sis. Beverly) has ac­
knowledged her need of salvation.
We surely wish her much grace as
she begins her journey on the nar­
row pathway of life.

Our best wishes go to Bro.
Corban Riggenbach and Sis.
Jessica Dotterer, as their engage­
ment was recently announced.
Their parents are Bro. Ed and Sis.
Anita Riggenbach (Rittman, OH)
and Bro. Dave and Sis. Luanna
Dotterer. May God be with them
andguide themwhilemakingplans
for a January wedding.

At home recovering from sur­
gery at this time is Sis. Lou
Riggenbach (Bro. Glenn). May she
experience agoodrecovery, looking
to theGreatPhysician forhealing.

Wewelcome to our congregation
Bro. Dan and Sis. Diane Wuthrich
fromMorton, IL, as they have come
to this area for a time. We wish
them the Lord's blessings as they
assemble with us.

We extend sympathy to Sis.Jane
Hartzler (Bro. Ken) as her mother,
Sis. Neva Gasser (Rittman, OH),
recently passed away. We likewise
sympathize with Sis. Emily
Rufener (Bro. John), Sis. Becky
Zollinger (Bro. Ken) and Sis. Millie
Stoller (Bro.Jeff) as their sister-in
- law, Elaine Manz (John), from
Junction, OH, passed from this life
after a lengthy battle with cancer.
MayGod comfort thosewhogrieve.

OHIO, TOLEDO
Teresa Rywalski
Rebecca Beard

"But my God shall supply all
your need according to his riches in
glory by Christ Jesus."

Philippians 4:19
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Once againGodhas supplied our
needs. Providinghelp on the pulpit
this month were: Bro. Don Manz
(Sis. Connie, Junction, OH), Bro.
Lynn Fiechter (Sis. Ronda,
Bluffton, IN), Bro. Art Ingold (Sis.
Bonnie, Rittman, OH), and Bro.
Dwight Stoller (Sis. Lori, Latty,
OH). May God bless these dear
brothers and their families as only
He can.

OREGON, PORTLAND
Brianna Strahm

Greetings in our Lord's name
fromPortland. We rejoice to report
that one of our dear friends has
turned to the Lord in humble re­
pentance. Elisheba Folia has our
loving support and prayers as she
beginsupon theway ofsalvation.

When sounds the hour,
Oh when will I be there?
Home, 0 sweet home!
Home, 0 sweet home!
Saviour to meet Thee
In Heaven so fair?
Home, 0 sweet home!
Home, 0 sweet home!
Hymns ofZion #238

Our sympathy and prayers are
once again extended to Bro. Robert
and Sis. Pearl in the passing of Sis.
Pearl's sister, Sis. Ann Pfister, of
Roanoke, IL. Sis. Annwouldbe the
third sibling in the Pfister family to
be called home in less than a year.
May the Lord comfort and
strengthen our loved ones in their
time of grief and sorrow.

On October 30, a memorial ser­
vice was held in memory ofour Sis.
Golda Ditch who passed away on
October 6. We appreciate those
from Silverton who joined us in re­
membering such a faithful sister.



December 2005

"Take, eat; this is my body,
which is broken for you: this do in
remembrance ofme ...This cup is
the new testament in my blood:
this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in re­
membrance of me."

I Corinthians 11:24-25

We were blessed in this past
month to share Holy Communion
in remembrance of the Lord's
death and suffering. We thank El­
der Bro. Wayne Grimm (Sis. Rose,
West Bend, IA) for coming to assist
our Elder Bro. Art with this duty.
Our congregation then enjoyed an
all-church supper and time of fel­
lowship following Communion ser­
vices.

Other visiting ministers this
month were Elder Bro. Earl
Ringger (Sis. Dixie, Gridley, IL)
and Bros. Todd Zollinger (Sis.
Michele) and Ed Knecht (Sis.
Judie), bothofSilverton. We thank
these brothers for their labors in
the Lord's vineyard.

OREGON, SILVERTON
Cindy Metzger
Melissa Kuenzi

We are happy our convert Laura
Sinn (Bro. Tom and Sis. Edith) has
found peace and is ready for bap­
tism.

We appreciate Elder Bro. Earl
Ringger (Sis. Dixie, Gridley, IL)
traveling here to assist our Elder
Bro. ArtMetz in servingHoly Com­
munion on October 22.

Bro. Todd Kuenzi (Sis. Melissa)
is recovering well from his recent
knee surgery.

Bros. Wayne Fehr (Sis. Kathy)
andRonJones (Sis. Liz) ofPortland
ministered to us this past month.
We appreciate their willingness.
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TENNESSEE,NASHVILLE
Mike and Monica Fritz

We have been greatly blessed by
the ministry so capably brought to
us through our visiting ministers.
God's Word was provided to us by
Bros. Paul Gasser (Sis. Joyce, Ak­
ron, OH), Galen Rokey (Bern, KS),
Frank Sauder (Sis. Kathy,
Roanoke, IL), Scott Wegman (Sis.
Dawn, Taylor, MO), and Jerry
Wagenbach (Sis. Bonnie, Oakville,
IA). We have also appreciated the
fellowship of brethren and friends
visiting fromForrest and Roanoke,
IL; Oakville, IA; Bern, KS; Taylor,
MO; andAkronandMansfield, OH.

Ifyou are traveling in or through
the Nashville area, please plan to
worship with us. The following
churches are scheduled for services
in the near future: Rockville, CT
(1/8); Wolcott, IN (1/15); Bay City,
MI (1/22); Bloomington-Normal,
IL (1/29). Wedonothaveaminister
scheduled for Christmas ( 12/25), or
New Years (1/1), but if any local
brethren are in the area, we will
meet at church for a tape service. If
you are planning to worship with
us, please call ahead to confirm our
schedule. We also usually meet on
Wednesday evenings for a song ser­
vice and would welcome any mid­
week visitors. Contacts are Bro.
Don and Sis. Faye Sauder, (615)
373-8928; Bro. Mike and Sis.
Monica Fritz, (615) 952-9933; and
Sis. Gwen Leuthold, (615)
356-5755.

TEXAS, SAN MARCOS
Amy Ringger

Serenity Ringger

Oh Thou Holy One, great and
merciful!

Lord of all and Creator!
Thee we are nearing, blessings de-

41

siring,
Help us, Help us, Jehovah!
Zion's Harp #131

We are thankful that Jasmine
Ringger (Bro. Dale and Sis. Amy)
desires to draw near to God in re­
pentance.

The following ministers and
their wives served us: Elder Bros.
Jon Kokanovich (Sis. Nancy, Phoe­
nix), Dan Kilgus (Sis. Jenna,
Remington), Rick Plattner (Sis.
Mary, Fairbury), Bros. Edwin
Strahm (Sis. Ramona, Bern) and
DaleMoore (Sis. Cheryl, Elgin, IA).
We are also thankful for the visi­
tors from Detroit, Elgin, IL,
Bluffton, and Smithville.

Upcoming churches serving us
in December are these: West Bend
(4), Roanoke(ll), and Akron (18).
No services are scheduled for De­
cember 25th, but please call if you
are in the area.

We extend a warm welcome to
anyone who may be in the area to
worship with us. Please call ahead
to help us plan for serving lunch.
Also, because visitors add much to
our local fellowship times, it helps
ifwe know about your visit well in
advance so that we can accommo­
date you more readily in our week­
end gatherings. See the ministers'
bookfor local contact information.

Our congregation continues to
meet for services at the Quality Inn
in San Marcos, TX. San Marcos is
located on IH-35, approximately 20
minutes south ofAustin or about
50 minutes north ofdowntown San
Antonio. Take Exit #206; the hotel
is on the southbound frontage
road.
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TEXAS, ZAPATA
Sandy Leman

"In the beginningwas theWord,
andtheWordwaswithGod, andthe
WordwasGod. The samewas in the
beginning with God. All things
were made by him; and without
him was not any thing made that
was made. In him was life; and the
life was the light ofmen. And the
light shineth in darkness; and the
darkness comprehended it not ...
And the Word was made flesh, and
dwelt among us (and we beheld his
glory, the glory as ofthe only begot­
ten of the Father), full ofgrace and
truth."

John 1:1-5, 14

May God use this season to im­
press upon us the awesome fact
thatHe whowas with God from the
beginning, He whomade all things,
left His throne ofglory to become a
helpless baby and grew up to be­
comethe Lamb of God who takes
away the sin of the world. "He be­
came like us, thatwemight become
like Him."

Joyously sound ye His praises,
men whom to His choice He raises,
Triumph to a high estate.
We are bought by love so great.
Hallelujah!
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Wewelcome back our returning
Brothers and Sisters who spent the
summer and fall in the North. It is
so good to renew friendships and
fellowship together. We were sad­
dened to hear of the death of our
Bro. Leo Messner and to think that
we will not be able to see him again
on this earth. We look forward to a
glad reunion some day. We extend
our sympathy to Sis. Georgia and
the rest of his family.

Weare glad for the returnofBro.
TomSchrenkfor thewinter and for
his service in the ministry in
Zapata, and for Bro. GaryTanner's
(Bluffton) service as the visiting
minister in McAllen on November
13.

VERMONT, NORWICH
Areli Reutter

Greetings dear ones in Christ!
We appreciate the ministering

Brothers who travel many miles to
serve the small flock of Norwich.
This month we were blessed to
have Bro. Tim Gerber (Mansfield,
OH) and Elder Bro. Kevin Ryan,
Bros. Everett Gerber and Dan
Goric from Rockville, CT. We also
appreciate the many other Broth­
ers who visit us. Please come back
soon!

If you also have plans to visit
northern New England this fall or
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winter, please worship with us!
Due to heavy snow fall throughout
thewinter season, we are currently
holding services only on the second
Sunday of each month. (This year
we had our first major snow storm
in October.) As always, we appreci­
ate a call in advance to help us plan
for your attendance.

Services start promptly at 10: 15
in the morning and 12: 15 in the af­
ternoon. To arrive at our meeting
place, please take exit 13 from In­
terstate 91 andproceedto 344Main
Street, Norwich, VT 05055. Look
for the two-story Grange building
(painted gray) on the right side of
the road. There is a firehouse to the
rear of the building. Please park
along the street.

For more information or direc­
tions, please contact Bro. Kirby
Reutter at (802) 776 -5293.

Kirby Reutter
College of St. Joseph
Adjunct Professor (Spanish)
Resident Director
71 Clement Road
Rutland, VT 05701

kreutter@csj.edu
office: 802-776-5293 x 3293
cell: 802-779-7533
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APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN
PUBLICATIONS BOOK STORE
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Apostolic Christian Publications now has CD sets and cassette tape sets of the Children's Harp
Hymn book. These are recordings of children from the Apostolic Christian Churches singing all of the
Hymns from the Children's Harp. It would be a great gift idea for Christmas, birthday etc. These are
available at the book store in Eureka for $18.50 per set.

To order this or other material, either stop by the book store between the hours of 8:30am to
11 :30amMonday thru Friday or Call 309-467-3611 during those hours to order by phone. Ifyou call af­
ter hours you may leave your order on the answeringmachine or fax your order to the same number.

Zion's Melodies - Available December 1, 2005 - $6.70

This hymnal contains sixty-seven
(67) historic hymns that have been a
source of spiritual comfort to Brothers
and Sisters of the Apostolic Christian
faith for many years. These songs are
published with a hope that, with their
reintroduction into our brotherhood,
they would again become a source of
comfort and inspiration as they are
sung in praise and honor to God.

The sixty-seven hymns were trans­
lated from the following hymnals: Alte
Lieder - 43; Heft -16; Zion's
Perlenchore - 6; and 2 from other
sources.

The Alte Lieder is a hymnal of 43
songs. Approximately twenty percent of
the Alte Lieder hymns are linked to the
Zion's Harp or Hymns ofZion. They are
associated either by melody or verse or
both melody and verse as in Alte Lieder
#5 "The Heavens Are Praising" and in
Alte Lieder #17 "Anticipation".

The German speaking churches in
Europe, associated with the Apostolic
Christian faith, have preserved the Alte
Lieder hymns by publishing them as an
integral part and continuation of their
Zion's Harp.

The Heft, also known as the Long
Book because of its size and shape, was
first published in Bern, Switzerland. It
was compiled byJohannMeister. Publi­
cations are as follows:

1° edition Late 1860's hymns ... 1-54
2"d edition Year 1910 added hymns

... 55-78
3rd edition Prior to 1939 added

hymns 79-104

An English-language Heft was copy­
righted in 1931 by the Apostolic Chris­
tian Church of America. This hymnal

was titled Songs of Praise and Worship
and has a total of 75 songs. The first 54
were translated by Elder Ernest Graf.
This translation was identical to the
German Heft with the exception of
hymns #3 and #4 in which the songs
"What a FriendWe Have In Jesus" and
"He Leadeth Me" were substituted for
the two Heft hymns. These two original
Heft hymns were later added to the
Hymns ofZion as numbers 298 and 299.
The remaining21 hymns to #75 are not
Heft hymns. There were selected from
other sources.

The Hymns ofZion was published in
1958. Sixty-two (62) ofthe 301 melodies
were selected from the second edition
78-hymnHeft. The sixteen (16) remain­
ing Heft hymns which were not trans­
lated are now included in this hymnal.
The 3°* edition of Heft hymns num­
bered 79-104 are not included in this
hymnal.

The Apostolic Christian Church
(Nazarene) English translation of Heft
verses is used in this hymnal. Each
hymn was reviewed using the Ger­
man-language Heft. This was to verify
the accuracy of translation and to en­
sure that the meter ofeach verse would
also match the original text. The poetry
was reviewed for its ability to communi­
cate its message. Some wording was
changed as a result of this process.

The European churches associated
with the Apostolic Christian Church
have used the Heft continuously from
its inception. The churches in Hungary
are using the 104-songHeft as a contin­
uation of their Zion's Harp which also
includes 11 Alte Lieder hymns. The
churches in Germany have chosen to
continue the Long Book format, con­
taining 104 Heft songs, as a separate
hymnal.

The Zion's Perlenchore was pub­
lished in Germany circa 1870. Some
Heft songs are included in this hymnal.
As a note of interest, the Zion's
Perlenchore hymn #90 "The
Twenty-Third Psalm" is the identical
rendition of our Zion's Harp #212.

The last two songs of this hymnal are
"Unity" and "Come To The Homeland".
"Unity" is sung to a melody which has
been in use for over 100 years. This
hymn is also published in the Hungar­
ian HANGOLJATOK SZIVETEKET
the Green Book - number 137. The
source of "Come To The Homeland" is a
small hymnal titled "Komm".

These songs ofpraise andworship are
in numerical sequence, relative to their
source, as noted under each title.
Two-page songs are exposed on oppos­
ing panels, eliminating the need to turn
pages while singing. To accommodate
this format, scriptural quotations are
inserted where blank pages would have
appeared.

One of the most precious gifts given
to mankind by our Heavenly Father is
the human voice. It is an instrument
that cannot be duplicated byman. When
the Holy Spirit is in control and peace
and contentment rule the heart, this
musical instrument can express love
and appreciation of our Heavenly Fa­
ther by its ability to blend and harmo­
nize beautiful sounds into songs of
praise and honor to God.

"I will sing unto the Lord as long as I
live. I will sing praise to my God while I
have my being."

Psalm 104:33

Heft Ale Lieder Committee
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Sermon continued frompage 2
as a baby. That is the method in
which God chose to bring this whole
wonderful plan of salvation into
being.

So the Lord Jesus Christ knew
and He understood that when He
said, yes I will go to redeem this cre­
ation, what He was facing. Before
He ever left heaven and became con­
ceived in the womb in the miracle
that we cannot hardly comprehend.
Nicodemus wrapped it up real well.
He said, can a man enter a second
time into his mother's womb and be
born again (St. John 3:4)? The Lord,
we know, was talking to him spiritu­
ally at that point. But here was the
Lord who had done just that, if you
will. He was an adult and then He
was conceived. Our minds can't
comprehend all of these things, but
He was born then to a woman.

We understand and we know
some of those circumstances. He
had every right to be born into the
best luxury that could be afforded at
the time. But in His infinite wis­
dom, He chose something far more
humble than any of us would have
imagined. Many of us maybe have
some background in our life, that we
can understand a little bit and we
can kind of picture the scene from
some personal experience. Maybe
we have a tendency to almost think
of maybe our barn or Dad's barn or
Grandpa's barn or something like
that. But the point is it was the most
humble of circumstances and the
Lord knew before He came, how this
thing was going to come about. We
have a reason tonight to be thankful
and to praise Him for what He has
done for you and I.

When He came in that way, there
is no one who could say, well a king
wouldn't pay any attention to me. I
think, dear ones, that we assume
that the Lord will listen to us when
we pray. We just make that assump­
tion. But there are some who say,
why would He listen to me? You
know why? Because He chooses to 9

that is why. That is why. He proves
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that willingness in the way He
came. He demonstrated it when He
came there and His mother laid Him
in a manger. At home we called it
the feed bunk. That is what it was. It
wasn't a nice soft bed as we often
think of it. But it was in a way that
would demonstrate to all of man­
kind, it doesn't matter what back­
ground we are. How good or bad we
think we are. He came for everyone.
The angels revealed that.

" ...Fear not: for, behold, I bring
you good tidings of great joy, which
shall be to all people." St. Luke 2:10.
All people. I wonder how many to­
night are hearing this message. Or
how many will gather tomorrow or
Sunday and hear this message. As
we drive around the area, there are
a lot of churches, dear ones. But if
every church in this state were filled
to capacity, I don't think we would
be at all wrong to say that there
would be no room to take everyone
in. I don't know that from statistics.
But I would imagine that if we
would take the capacity of every
church and we add that all up and
then we find the state population,
we would find there is not enough
room. I don't know that for a fact.
But the point simply is, you and I
have a special reason tonight to
thank God. Because He has re­
vealed to you and I His great gift.
Who am I that a king should bleed
and die for? We should ask ourselves
questions like that often. That we
would not be puffed up but rather
that we would be thankful and ap­
preciative that God reached down
and He revealed Himself to you and
I. I believe our appreciation for the
Lord would grow when we realize,
but by the grace of God, we would be
out there somewhere in the cold to­
night. Maybe not literally in the
cold. Though we know there proba­
bly are some. But in the cold spiritu­
ally. Still in darkness. Not knowing
that there is a great light and it
leads home.

"For unto you is born this day in
the city of David a Saviour, which is
Christ the Lord." St. Luke 2:11.
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Dear ones, that was put as plainly as
it could be put. There was no mys­
tery in it. There was no figuring it
out. So often we read of how the
Lord spoke to mankind and we
sometimes maybe wonder, why did­
n'tHe just say, I am the Son ofGod?
I am the Christ. I am here to redeem
you. I am here to help you, I am here
to save you. But it seemed like He
spoke in parables and in mysteries.
But here the angels proclaimed it
plainly. God wanted no mistake
about it. This wasn't a great
prophet. This was His only begotten
Son. Greatly beloved of God. Sent to
this earth. This was the promised
One. The angels wanted there to be
no mistake.

Bethlehem wasn't a big town. But
I don't know, was there another
baby born that night? Could have
been. Could have been. Was there a
baby born a few days before? Could
have been. The angel wanted the
shepherds to have no mistake so he
explained to them, " ... this shall be a
sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe
wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying
in a manger." St. Luke 2:12. Now
even to shepherds, this was an im­
portant message. Because had they
gone to Bethlehem, even as shep­
herds, they maybe wouldn't have
looked for Him there. Because this
was Christ the Lord. This was the
only begotten Son of God. Why
would they look in the stable, in a
manger, for a baby wrapped in old
rags? Why would they have looked?
Maybe they would have ducked into
there finally, maybe just because
they didn't know where else to look
and they would have seen this baby
and they would have said, well this
just can't be the Lord. Somehow we
are missing.

"Who hath believed our report?
and to whom is the arm of the Lord
revealed?" Isaiah 53: 1 Then it goes
on to say, " ... and when we shall see
him, there is no beauty that we
should desire him. He is despised
and rejected of men; a man of sor­
rows, and acquainted with grief:
and we hid as it were our faces from
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him... " Isaiah 53:2,3. The angels
warned the shepherds. Not only told
them, he warned them. This is what
you are going to find. Be prepared.

Have you ever went to visit some­
one in the hospital and somebody,
maybe a nurse or a doctor or a fam­
ily member stops you at the door
and says, now you need to be pre­
paredwhenyouwalk into this room.
This person you are going to see is
not going to look like he did, she did,
a few days ago. Be prepared. We
probably have all had that
experience.

I believe part of this message was
a little bit that way though we don't
often think ofit thatway. Theywere
told the wondrous news but they
were also kind ofprepared, now this
is what you are going to find. The
prophet Isaiah had already said, as
peoplewe are going to say, this does­
n't look like a Savior. Aren't we so
inclined that way?

We have in mind the way acer­
tain person ought to look andmaybe
we meet them finally andwe go, this
can hardly be that person. They are
too short or too tall or too thin or too
heavy and they don't really look...
We tend to look at them from a very
human perspective. I don't know
what the Lord looked like. But I do
knowthat Hewasn't One that when
we would look upon Him we would
say, what a handsome person. That
kind of goes against the human na­
ture but we read it in God's Word.

It says, "And suddenly there was
with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host praising God, and
saying, Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace, goodwill toward
men." St. Luke 2:13,14. Tonight,
dear ones, that is the same thing
that we want to embrace in our
hearts and lives. Glory to God in the
highest. We maybe don't have the
angels in this room singing those
praises so that we can hear them,
but we can sing them so that God
can hear them. So when we sing our
hymns of praise during this season
of the year, we can do it a couple of
ways. Most of them are familiar
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hymns and they are kind ofjust nice
hymns too. They have a pleasing
ring to them and we canjust kind of
slide through themandwhile we are
doing that we can think about the
day. Or we can praise God. We can
praise God. We can bring glory to
God in the highest.

Sometimes as we sing these
hymns, I will say this dear ones to
my shame, because I have sang
them for many, many years. All of a
sudden, some verse that we sang
maybe hundreds of times, stands
out as it never did before. I will just
tell you, one of those little experi­
ences happened last time we were
together in Iowa City and it hap­
pened again tonight.

I will confess, dear ones, it is al­
ways easier for me to come to the
pulpit when I know I am just going
to open the Word of God, not going
to choose a chapter, not going to
choose anything. Just let God take
care of it all. I find that the hardest
services are the ones that we are
kind ofexpected to bring forth a cer­
tain message. As we were sitting
here singing before we came to the
pulpit, I'll admit I was trying to
think of good reasons why I could
get Brother Scott or Brother Bob to
take tonight. Not because I was un­
willing but because these are some­
times the hardest services. About
that time it says, this story sweet I
would repeat and praise Him with
my voice (The Nativity, Hymns of
Zion, #35) . And I thought, why?
Why is it hard to stand up and to
speak of the most wonderful gift
that has ever been given to man­
kind? Why, Joe, is it hard to stand
and to speak of the Son ofGod com­
ing to the earth as a little baby?Why
do you even think ofit as a hard ser­
vice? And I felt very ashamed. But
encouraged. Then Brother Bob
leaned over and said, this story is so
sweet. He didn't knowwhat was go­
ing through my mind at that mo­
ment. But God put it in his mind to
say those words and then to repeat
them here.

God has a wonderful way with
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man and dear ones, this story sweet
may we all repeat and praise Him
with our voice. Because we have a
wonderful privilege to do so! Not
just those who stand here. I don't
meet the people you work with. I
don't meet the people you go to
school with. I don't meet your
neighbors and I probably never will.
But you do. This story sweet I would
repeat and praise Him with my
vo1ce.

God has a wonderful plan. We
sing it. God's plan fulfilled as He
had willed... The Nativity, Hymns
of Zion # 35. Isn't it a wonderful
thing that He has includedyou and I
within that plan? Shouldn't that
make us thankful to the point of re­
ducing our human fears and con­
cerns? Our inhibitions and all those
things, whatever we want to call it.
To the point that wejust simply say,
I want to repeat this story so sweet
and I want to praise Him with my
voice. Not from an arrogant and a
proud state. But with humility and
appreciation.

We have the first example of peo­
ple doing that. First ofall, maybe we
should back up and just approach
one other subject just quickly. "And
it came to pass, as the angels were
gone away from them into heaven,
the shepherds said one to another,
Let us nowgo even unto Bethlehem,
and see this thing which is come to
pass, which the Lord hath made
known unto us. And they came with
haste... " St. Luke 2:15,16. That is a
question, when I was in Sunday
School, I often, I or someone else
would ask, well when is the age of
accountability? You know what we
were really asking? When should I
repent? That is really what we were
asking. That is a question that goes
on for generations. When should I
repent?

Well the shepherds knew when
they were to answer the Lord's call.
They didn't say, well you know
what? Tomorrow morning it will be
nice and light andwe can go down to
the village and we'll check it out.
Then in the morning, you know
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Sermon continued from page 45
what? The sheep were lost and so
they had to gather the sheep around
and then it got busy. And you know
what? It got night again. You can't
hardly find anybody in the dark so
another day goes by. Finally at the
end of their life they go, you know
what? We missed. We never did get
down to Bethlehem. That is kind of
too bad. I wonder what went on
down there that night.

That isn't the way they ap­
proached it at all. God had said, go
down to Bethlehem. Go down to
Bethlehem. There wasn't street
lights then. I don't know how they
got there and how they got around
and all of those sorts of things but
they went. And you know what?
They went with haste. So when is it
time to answer God's call? Now.

"... and found Mary, and Joseph,
and the babe lying in a manger." St.
Luke 2: 16. Isn't that the wonderful
part of answering the call of God
now? Is we will find, we will find
Him. We'll find Him.

"And when they had seen it, they
made known abroad the saying
which was told them concerning
this child." St. Luke 2:17. That was
their answer to all the human fears.
They just started telling everybody!
Now I don't know what time it was
when they got to the town ofBethle­
hem. We can believe it was probably
night. I don't know when it was that
they started telling everyone. But I
believe it was probably as they left
town. They were probably singing
and praising God as they went back
to their sheep. I would imagine
some neighbors were woke up and
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wondered what this group of men
was doing walking and praising God
and singing and talking about this
Savior which they had seen. It prob­
ably seemed to those people as, they
maybe got up the next morning and
wondered if they really heard that
or did they dream that? So often it
seems that's the way the message is
received in this world. It is too bad
that not all hear it and receive it as
the shepherds who immediately
took hold of it and found Him and
then immediately spread the good
news.

"And all they that heard it won­
dered at those things which were
told them by the shepherds." St.
Luke 2: 18. Had we lived then - and I
like so much in my mind to try to put
myself back then just to get that
perspective. I hope it doesn't side­
track us too much from the real
message. Sometimes I like to think
of myself as one of the shepherds
and sometimes any one of these fig­
ures that we read about. What
would it really have been like to
have been one of those people?
Would I really have done what they
did? But had we been one of the
town's people who heard from the
shepherds, how would we have re­
ceived it? Would we have wondered,
why did God send a shepherd? They
were considered about the lowliest
of occupations. That wasn't the
highest rung on the occupational
ladder. That was one of the lower
ones. Why would a shepherd, why
wouldn't a priest be saying it? Why
wouldn't a prince be saying it? But a
shepherd? Saying that they had
seen the Son ofGod and that He was
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lying in a manger? How would we
have received that message into our
life and heart? Would we not have
maybe wondered as they did about
this message?

"But Mary kept all these things,
and pondered them in her heart."
St. Luke 2:19. Dear ones, let's take
the sayings of God's Word, not only
these few words that we have read
this evening, not just the message
that we have heard this evening.
Not just the thoughts that God has
prompted in each one ofyour minds
this evening. Let's take His whole
council. Let's keep these things.
Keep them. Because the world tries
to take them out as quickly as it can.
Satan doesn't want us to keep these
things. He wants us to forget them.
But let's keep them and let's ponder
them in our hearts.

Ifwe ponder in our heart the mir­
acle of God sending His Son for me
and we get really personal about
this thing for a while, that He sent
His Son for me, then we'll too ask
the question, who am I? And we will
realize, only because God loved us.
If we are the subject of such a great
love, don't we want to return it?
Simply in the thing that the Lord
wants and that is our obedience to
Him. He doesn't really ask great
gifts in return. He doesn't ask us to
give up our children or our houses or
everything we own or our life in a
physical sense to be nailed to a cross
as He was. He just wants our love
and affection and appreciation. Our
obedience in return. May we keep
these things and ponder them in our
hearts.
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Zion's Melody Music CD

An a cappella singing CD of hymns from the Zion's Melo­
dies recently was recorded with the intention of helping the
brethren become more familiar with the Zion's Melodies. The
CD consists of 1 7 hymns and the title of the CD is "The Home­
ward Journey". Anyone who is interested in purchasing CDs
can order from the Homeward Journey, PO Box 20, Fairbury,
IL 61739; or e-mail fairview@Route24.net or call: (815)
692-2572 (days) and ask for Sally. The cost is $12.00 per CD
plus shipping (media mail, unless first-class is requested). All
proceeds of the CD, beyond expenses, will be contributed to
The Good Samaritan Fund of Fairview Haven Nursing
Home, Fairbury.

- NOTICE -
Repair and Distribution of

Worn Bibles &
Bible Story Books

Hymns ofZion
Gospel Hymns &

Tabernacles

We again have places to send all
of these books.

Please get your books to us or
the Goodfield World Relief Cen­
ter.

Books are mainly distributed to
India, Philippines, and Africa.

Jerry and Arlene Banwart
307 First St

Congerville, IL 61729
(309) 448-2416

Apostolic Christian
Counseling Services

73 East Queenwood Rd,
Morton, IL 61550

309-263-5536 (local#)
309-263-6841 (fax)

877-370-9988 (toll free)
www.accounseling.org

Counseling for depression, anxi­
ety, relationship problems, etc...

- Information about mental
health issues and relationship
problems

- Referrals to qualified mental
health professionals in your
area

- Telephone consultations with a
counselor

- Staffed by professional counsel­
ors and registered nurses

- All calls are strictly confidential

BIBLE DISTRIBUTION

The Bible Distribution Center which
was formerly in Leo, IN has been

moved to Bluffton, IN.

All books, including Bibles, in English and other languages, plus
Bible Story Books which have been approved by the Apostolic
Christian Mission Committee, are available for those who wish to
distribute them in the name of Jesus Christ.

The book inventory is computerized, and the personnel at
Bluffton can drop ship to nearly any address.

To order, contact,

Apostolic Christian Church
Bible Distribution

PO Box 30
1254 S. Main Street
Bluffton, IN 46714

Phone and Fax 260/824-5587
E-mail: bibledist@parlorcity.com
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CARIBBEAN BOARD PROJECTS • 2005/2006
All volunteers should contact theproject coordinator. Shouldyou not be able to contact the coordinator, forHaiti direct your

inquiry to Bro. TomHitz, Ph. 734-454-9229, Fax 1-734-454-9259 or E-mail thitzhome@juno.com . ForJamaica, directyour in­
quiry to Bro. Kevin Sauder, Ph./Fax 309-263-4036 or E-mail kis@ab.com .

HAITI
ORG. DATE AREA COORDINATOR PROJECT CAPACITY

MEBSH January 6-13, 2006 Les Caves Ron Palitto Grade School 11
MEBSH Jan. 27 - Feb. 3 2006 Les Caves Dean Pashak Grade School 11
SEED February 10-17, 2006 Les Cayes Art Mueller Agriculture Aid 11

Palm Grove February 10-17, 2006 Puit Sales Stan DesCarpentrie Grade School 11
SEED March 10-17 2006 Les Cayes Bob Beebe Agriculture Aid 11
AWA-T March 17-24. 2006 Les Cayes Trov Struber Water Aid 5

AWA-FRW March 17-24. 2006 Les Cayes Rick Wuethrich Vocational School 4
AWA-B March 17-24. 2006 Les Caves Bill Rager Vocational School 2
MEBSH March 24-31. 2006 Les Caves Rich Bertschi Grade School 9

Palm Grove TBD Puit Sales Tom Hitz Grade School 11
MEBSH April 21-28, 2006 Les Caves Jon Zeller Construction/Maintenance 11
MEBSH April 29-May 6, 2006 Haiti Tom Hitz Caribbean Evaluation Invitation
MEBSH June 3-10. 2006 Haiti Tom Hitz Elder Evaluation Invitation
AWA-T June 16-23, 2006 Les Caves Trov Stuber Water Aid 5

AWA-FRW June 16-23, 2006 Les Caves Rick Wuethrich Vocational School 4
AWA-B June 16-23. 2006 Les Caves Bill Rager Vocational School 2

JAMAICA
CCCD March 18-26. 2006 DeafVillage Wolcott SS/Jon Schwab Work Place 40/50
CCCD March 24-Aoril 1 2006 Kingston Work/Proiect/TerrvMiller DeafSchool 40/50
CCCD Mav 19-27. 2006 DeafVillage Work Proiect/Ted Hirstein Work Place 40/50
CCCD June 3-10. 2006 DeafVillage Tavlor SS/Rustv Adrian Work Place 40/50
CCCD Julv 1-8 2006 Knockoatrick Mansfield SS/Pete Webel DeafSchool 40

COORDINATOR PHONE FAX E-MAIL
Bob Beebe 574-291-2158 574-299-8173 rbeebe@surfoure.com

Rich Bertschi 309-467-6110 lemangm@mtco.com
Ron Palitto 330-336-5373 rep@lek.net

Ted Habegger 260-694-6765 tjh@adamswells.com
Tom Hitz 734-454-9229 734-454-9259 thitzhome@juno.com
Phil Isabel 219-261-3541 ohilisabel@earthlink.com

Dean Pashak 989-662-7685 989-662-7685 dwpashak@charter.net
Bill Rager 419-263-2989

Stan DesCarpentrie 309-467-3898 309-692-4002 srdjed@mtco.com
Jon Zeller 309-266-9009 izeller@mtco.com

Rick Wuethrich 219-567-9488 219-567-2542 topnotch@home.fTni.com
Troy Struber 309-925-2603 tstuber@highstream.net
Kevin Sauder 309-263-4036 309-263-4036 kjs@a5.com
Dean Ramsier 330-263-2561 ramsier@neo.rr.com
Jon Schwab 219-261-2935 schwab@ffni.com
Rusty Adrian 573-769-3650 aadrian@socket.net
Terrv Miller 941-485-4302 941-485-4302 kjs@a5.com
Pete Webel 419-756-2587 peter.webel@gm.com
Ted Hirstein 309-266-8769 hirstein@mtco.com

CCCD=Caribbean Christian Center for the Deaf
MEBSH = Missions of Evangelical Baptists of South Haiti
Palm Grove= Mission of Haiti
S.E.E.D. = An Agricultural School & Extension Service
TBA = To Be Announced
Palm Grove = Mission of Haiti

A.W.A. - B.= Apostolic Water Aid/Bluffton
A.W.A. - FRW = Apostolic Water Aid/Francesville,

Remington, Wolcott
A.W.A. - T = Apostolic Water Aid/Tremont
(*)= Changes or additions since last issue
(**)= Spring Break Timeframe
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Mexico Work Teams 2005-2006
Ifanyone is interested in leading a team to Mexico, contact Bro. Mike Fiechter at 260-597-7330 or mfiechter@adamswells.com

Location Date Project Coordinator Phone E-mail
Agua Prieta Dec. 26 -Jan. 2. 2006 Construction Keith Stoller 330-715-3085 keithstoller@hotmail.com
Magdalena Dec. 26 -Jan. 2. 2006 Construction Kirk Schambach 630-377-5271 klyndon@comcast.net
Magdalena Dec. 31 - Jan. 7. 2005 Construction Carlo Soto 765-490-6115 los3l5@hotmail.com
Magdalena February 11-18. 2006 Construction Dennis Zimmerman 815-657-8810 zimmerman@characterlink.net
Magdalena February 18-25, 2006 Construction Norm Rechkemmer 309-231-0098 iannorm67@earthlink.net
Magdalena Feb. 25 - Mar. 4, 2006 Construction ' dove@dpc.netMarvin Hodel 309-263-0050 I

Juarez March 4-11. 2006 Construction Kurt Ifer 260-824-2829 -k.ifer@mchsi.com
Agua Prieta March 4-11. 2006 Construction Gerald Fiechter 260-597-7494 fiechter@adamswells.com
Agua Prieta March 11-18. 2006 Construction ! Bob Meyer 260-824-3236 bobmever@adamswells.com
Magdalena March 11-18. 2006 Construction Arlan Miller 309-747-2683 ! seek truth@yahoo.com
Agua Prieta March 18-25. 2006 Construction Denis Fry 260-824-3055 fry.d@mchsi.com
Magdalena March 18-25. 2006 Construction Nie Rassi 217-367-1427 rassi@uiuc.edu
Rio Bravo March 25 - April 1. 2006 Construction Dean Fiechter 260-565-3439 dfiechter@adamswells.com
Juarez March 25-April 1. 2006 Construction Jay Grube 260-565-3402 grube@adamswells.com

Agua Prieta March 25-April 1. 2006 Construction Jim Fiechter 260-565-3248 jimfiechter@adamswells.com
Magdalena March 25-April 1. 2006 Construction Courtney Pfister 260-824-5161 fizz@parlorcitv.com
Juarez March 30-April 6. 2006 Medical Chervl Herrmann 309-385-1082 cheryl@mtco.com

Magdalena April 8-15. 2006 Construction Kevin Fischer 309-923-7684 kafischer80@msn.com
Magdalena June 3-10. 2006 Construction Roger Herrmann 309-446-2502 rdkidz@iuno.com
Magdalena July 8-15. 2006 Construction Rick Kaisner 847-942-1174 rick@kaisner.org
Magdalena July 15-22. 2006 Construction DuaneMever 785-336-3385
Magdalena Julv 22-29. 2006 Construction Tvler Banwart 620-223-1362 tvbanwart@hotmail.com

Juarez September 20-27, 2006 Medical Chervl Herrmann 309-385-1082 cherylh@mtco.com

Kansas:

Iowa:

Paul Kaeb
Phone:
Cell:
E-mail:

785-284-3261
785-547-5269
paulkaeb@ ksiconveyors.com

If anyone is serving in our
Armed Forces that would ap­
preciate receiving a printed
sermon, please send their
name and address or email ad­
dress to:

Printed Sermons
6082 N. 2800 East Rd.

Forrest, IL 61741
orphone (815) 657-8798

U.S.A. BOARD WORK PROJECTS
For area work projects, please contact the following Disas­

ter Work Project Committee Representative:

Martin Zaugg
Phone/Fax: 515-379-1693
Cell: 515-320-2404

Illinois:

Indiana:

Ohio:

Marvin Sauder
Phone: 309-925-4171
Fax: 309-925-4171
Cell: 309-339-9894
E-mail: mmksblf@dpc.net

Gerry Waibel
Phone/Fax: 219-279-2582
E-mail: glwaibel@hotmail.com

Ken Zollinger
Phone: 330-925-6370
Fax: 330-927-6370
Cell: 330-466-2247

I
The Apostolic Christian Preschool has an

immediate opening for a teacher directed of
the Lord, with a degree and/or experience in
Elementary or Early Childhood Education. It
is a wonderful experience to teach children
about the Lord in a loving, Christian environ­
ment. Ifyou feel the call and want to find out
more please contact:

Bro. Mike Moore
(256) 729-0620

8653 Beechwood Rd.
Athens, AL 35611

Email: ALM@aol.com
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This is another installment of
the ongoing series of "The Ties
That Bind." This is the next-to-last
segment of the series.

Bringing converts before a
closed session ofthe church to hear
ofthe experience ofrepentance and
conversion helps to insure that all
members are satisfied with the
convert's testimony, experiences
and general attitude. This consti­
tutes a wonderful tie among the
brethren, both locally and from
congregation to congregation. It
assures that we as members in the
church (and of Christ's body) have
the same faith, the same motiva­
tion and the same intent to follow
Christ and the Apostles in a mutu­
ally understood way. This binds us
more closely together.

As a soul pours out his/her expe­
rience in hearing the call ofGod, in
turning helplessly to Him in repen­
tance and then struggling to pull
away from sin and temptation -
and eventually finding grace to
overcome sin and evil - it re­
freshes the entire congregation
and draws all the members closer
to the convert. Each member then
joins with the Elders in expressing

a satisfaction that a true conver­
sion has occurred. This is hearten­
ing to the convert, and is
something remembered for a life­
time. These times of proving are
very uplifting.

The procedure of testimonies
and proving finds a historical root,
not only in early church history,
but also during the initial stages of
the Froehlich churches. The Apos­
tolic Christian Church was
founded in the early nineteenth
century, and the proving of con­
verts prior to baptism has always
been practiced. In My Father's
Conversion, S. J. Braun tells of his
father's conversion and baptism:
"In the course of about six months
he was proved and baptized by Bro.
S. H. Froehlich in the congregation
at Strassburgwhere he gave a good
testimony of his firm belief in
Christ Jesus as Saviour."

In Reugger'sApostolic Christian
Church History, Volume I, com­
ments are made under a section en­
titled, "Reception of the
Congregation:" "Before baptism
and reception into the congrega­
tion, the one desiring baptism, in
the presence of the circle of broth­
ers and sisters, gives expression of
God's grace, i.e., of his rebirth.
God's Spirit shall bear witness in
the congregation ifthe one desiring
baptism is prepared for baptism.
When the congregation is satisfied
with the testimony ofthe one desir-

ing baptism, an elder administers
baptism by immersion."

Centuries prior to the beginning
of the Apostolic Christian Church,
history yields a wide array of refer­
ences - both from the first cen­
tury and subsequently -
indicating that souls were brought
before congregations to testify of
their faith, and oftheir experiences
in overcoming the devil. One such
example cites where one proposing
to join a specific denomination
"had to prove to the satisfaction of
the members that he was no longer
in need of conversion."

Our church denomination, in
keepingwith the Biblical directives
of keeping Christ's church pure,
holy and unspotted from the world,
has wisely exercised great care in
who is taken into the church body.
Attitude, not perfection, expresses
one's readiness for alignment with
the body of Christ. As such, the
practice of "proving" a soul's sin­
cere testimony constitutes a won­
derful tie that binds us together,
and we are then yoked together
with everyone pulling forward in
the same direction.

By Perry A. Klopfenstein

Next Issue:
The final installment of
"The Ties That Bind."
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We are all aware that God is
with us when we worship and
whenever we need His protec­
tion. Jesus said to the Samari­
tan woman, "God is a spirit:
and they that worship himmust
worship him in spirit and in
truth." John4:24. Therefore, I
usually think of God being
among us as a Spirit.

In Leviticus 26: 12, a differ­
ent thought is portrayed. God is
speaking and He says, "And I
will walk among you, and will
be your God, and ye shall be my
people." The idea that God
walks among us, paints a pic­
ture of God walking among us
as a human being, stopping to
visit with each of us to ask how
we are getting along in our spir­
itual life as well as our physical
life. Thenwe think that God did
indeed, walk among us in the
person ofJesus Christ. "To wit,
that God was in Christ, recon­
ciling the world unto Himself."
II Corinthians 5: 19.

In Leviticus 26:3, we read the
requirements for having God
walk among us. "If ye walk in

my statutes, and keep my com­
mandments, and do them."

One of Christ's names is Em­
manuel. "And they shall call his
name Emmanuel, which being
interpreted is, God with us."
Matthew 1:23.
After considering all these

scriptures, we return to the vi­
sion ofGod walking amongus in
a visible form, not just flying
around the room in an invisible
spiritual form. With our spiri­
tual eyes we can picture it, ei­
ther as the human form ofJesus
Christ walking among us, or as
a very bright and shining figure
moving around among us, walk­
ing, so God, in this case, must
have legs. I'm thinking out
loud. I do not mean to be disre­
spectful to God, the Creator of
the universe, and our Saviour in
the person of His Son, the Lord
Jesus Christ.
As we celebrate the birth of

Jesus Christ, let's think of God
still walking among us. He is
only a breath away. "The
breath of the Almighty hath
given me life." Job:33:4.

The idea that God walks
among us, adds a personal note
to our relationship with Him. I
naturally think ofHim being in
heaven, some distance away,
somewhere beyond the stars
and other planets. It will help
me, and I hope it helps you, to
think ofGod as being very near,
touching us and conversing
with us, in a Godlymanner, con­
soling us and comforting us. If
He is constantly beside us, then
we don't have to pray through
the ceiling of our rooms to reach
Him in Heaven. We can speak
softly and sincerely because He
is right by our side. It is impor­
tant, though, that there be no
distractions which prevent us
from communicatingwith Him.
If God is walking among us,

listening to and observing what
we say and do, then we surely
want to take the path that will
bring Him the most glory, re­
gardless of personal will or de­
sire in the matter.

"God Walks Among Us"
Elder Bro. Willis Ehnle, Shioda, Japan
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