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The LORhath his way in the whirlwindand in the storm,
andthe clouds are the dust ofhisfeet.
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As we read the Word, it just
seems that history can have a way
of repeating itself. We know that
Ecclesiastes tells us there is no new
thing under the sun (Ecclesiastes
1:9).

In the Old Testament we have
been reminded again of a king who
came after Nebuchadnezzar, his
son Belshazzar. Here was a king
whose father had experienced the
humbling from God. Who experi­
enced even God who had put him
out, and as we have been reminded
even in this chapter, that Daniel
who reminded him that his father
was lifted up. His heart was lifted
up in pride. It says his mind was
hardened in pride. It says, " ...he
was deposed from his kingly
throne, and they took his glory
from him: And he was driven from
the sons ofmen; and his heart was
made like the beasts, and his dwell­
ing was with the wild asses ... "
(Daniel 5:20,21). Here was this son
who was brought up by his father. I
guess I just assume that, that he
was taught of his father. He surely
had known about his father and his
upbringing. Yet, here we find that
the son, who when put in this posi­
tion of authority, was again lifted
up and soon forgot. Forgot the les­
son of his father.

Here he found himself, that here
as a king, it says he was drinking
wine before the thousands (Daniel
5: 1). They were in the temple. They
were having a feast. Isn't it kind of
similar to the way the world is?
Many gather together to have their
feasts, or we may say in our day and
time terms, we say they are party­
ing. They are having a good time.
They are living it up, we often hear.
Really it is similar to this. There in
that time they fell in that snare
likewise. Times were going good.
Things were going well for them.
They got together and they were
living it up and feasting. Some
things continue from the very old.
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Daniel 5 and Galatians 6

They had that trouble back then.
Here was Belshazzar. They were

in there and they became drunk.
They said bring in those golden
vessels that were taken out of the
temple of God, out of the house of
God (Daniel 5:2). They drank their
wine and they began to praise the
gods of gold and silver and of brass
and of iron and of wood and of
stone (Daniel 5:4).

Often we see the hearts of men
who become drunken with wine of
this world and with the excess and
they begin to praise the gods of
their own mind that they make up
and the things that they behold
with their hands. The things that
men would set up before their
hearts and they don't turn to the
true God in heaven. Our Savior.
Our Father.

It says, "In the same hour came
forth fingers of a man's hand, and
wrote over against the candlestick
upon the plaster of the wall of the
king's palace: and the king saw the
part of the hand that wrote." (Dan­
iel 5:5). Nowadays, we often hear
the term, the handwriting upon
the wall. Here the king was given,
the hand came forth. Dear ones, we
find that God does warn. He does
admonish us. We have His Word,
that we know if we go out and do
contrary to the Word of God, I be­
lieve that God gives His direction,
that we will see. Even as here, they
saw this hand that would come and
wrote. Wrote this message that
was foreign to them. They could
not understand them. But it tells
us here how " ... the king's counte­
nance was changed, and his
thoughts troubled him, so that the
joints of his loins were loosed, and
his knees smote one against an­
other." (Daniel 5:6). He sensed
here the judgment. Maybe the con­
demnation and fear grabbed hold
of his heart.

Far different than we think of
Daniel whom they called. Who
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walked close to God. Who sought
Him often in prayer. It's recorded
he turned to the Lord in prayer of­
ten. We can read of this great faith
that he had in God. Even as he was
cast into the den of lions. He knew
God would preserve him. (Daniel
6).

Yet as here the king, these words
were foreign to him. God reveals to
us His judgment that is going to

Sermon continued on page 43

The Silver Lining subscriptions are
due from the following churches.
Please collect in:

July

1. Columbus, OH
2. Princeville, IL
3. Bern, KS
4. Belvidere, IL
5. Francesville, IN
6. Elgin, IL

Suggested Donation: $11/subscription

Next correspondence due:
For July Issue

(16 May News - 15 June News)
Due: 20 June 2005

The Silver Lining (Vol. 60, #6)
1389 County Road 1600 N

Roanoke,IL 61561
USPS 496780

Published Monthly By The Apostolic
Christian Church ofAmerica

Counselors:
Ervin Knecht, Ron Schambach

SEND CORRESPONDENCE TO:
cleman@dtnspeed.net
(e-mail ispreferred)
The Silver Lining

1389 County Road 1600 N
Roanoke,IL,61561

309-923-7192 (phone) 775-923-9987 (fax #1)
309-923-7359 (fax #2)

Periodical non-profit - postage paid at Roanoke,
IL 61561, and additional offices. The subscription
rate is a donation. Send zip numberwith address. Re­
member to send changes of address. Send both old
and new addresses (with both zips). Postmaster send
address changes to:

The Silver Lining
1389 County Road 1600 N

Roanoke,IL 61561



June 2005

"The entrance of thy words
giveth light; it giveth under­
standing unto the simple."
(Ps. 119: 130)
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Light From The Word
Spiritual Riches I

Writings based
on God's Word

3

"Men strive for the wealth of this wide
wicked world. They seek after honor
and fame. So lavishly sporting their dia­
monds and pearls, they put the dear
Savior to shame." ("I'd Rather Have Je­
sus"; Luther Presley).

Men become very confused when it
comes to riches. Some think they are
rich when they are poor and some think
they are poor when they are rich. Some
think that their riches make them better
than others. As they compare them­
selves with others they think they are
better. In the parable of the publican
and the Pharisee, the Pharisee thought
very highly of himself because of all the
good, including tithing, that he did. We
are reminded that "...we dare not...
compare ourselves with some that com­
mend themselves: but they, measuring
themselves by themselves, and compar­
ing themselves among themselves, are
not wise" (II Car. 10:12). He would
have been much better off recognizing
his weaknesses and seeking spiritual
wealth.

Trusting in material riches will lead us
into difficulty. "They that trust in their
wealth, and boast themselves in the
multitude of their riches; None of them
can by any means redeem his brother,
nor give to God a ransom for him:" (Ps.
49:6-7). Jesus shocked His disciples
when He told them "...How hardly shall
they that have riches enter into the king­
dom of God" (Mk. 10:23)! Clearly, ma­
terial riches do not draw us closer to
God.

In writing to the seven churches in
Asia, John wrote to Smyrna, "I know
thy works, and tribulation, and poverty,
(but thou art rich)..." (Rev. 2.9). He
wrote to the Laodiceans "Because thou
sayest, I am rich, and increased with
goods, and have need of nothing; and
knowest not that thou art wretched, and
miserable, and poor, and blind, and na­
ked: I counsel thee to buy of me gold
tried in the fire, that thou mayest be
rich;..." (Rev. 3:17-18).

The church in Smyrna had the prom­
ise of a crown of life. Unless the
Laodiceans took the counsel of God, He
would spue them out of His mouth and

they would have no hope of spiritual
wealth. Why was there confusion? What
was the difference? Smyrna trusted in spiri­
tual riches and those from Laodicea trusted
in material riches. Solomon recognized this
difference when he wrote "There is that
maketh himself rich, yet hath nothing:
there is that maketh himself poor, yet hath
great riches" (Pr. 13:7).

What are spiritual riches? What exam­
ples do we have of spiritual riches? How
can we acquire them? How can we retain
our spiritual riches?

All riches, spiritual and material, come
from God. If we focus our lives on material­
ism, God may allow us to accumulate sig­
nificant material assets. Material assets, if
used properly and kept in proper perspec­
tive, may be a blessing. However, if we al­
low material riches to become too
important in our lives, they could become
an idol and cost us our salvation.

A young ruler approached Jesus and
asked what he must do to inherit eternal
life. After a brief explanation of the com­
mandments, Jesus said "...One thing thou
lackest: go thy way, sell whatsoever thou
hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt
have treasure in heaven: and come, take
up the cross, and follow me" (Mk. 10:21).
The young man clearly was seeking, and
wanted, spiritual blessings. He knew there
was something lacking in his life. When he
learned what the cost of obtaining spiritual
blessings was, he decided the cost was too
great. He was not willing to give up his
riches to serve God. This concept of not al­
lowing anything to be more important than
serving God is so important that the ac­
count is recorded at least three times (Mt.
19:16; Mk. 10:17; Lk. 18:18).

Spiritual riches also come from God
and are the blessings we receive from serv­
ing Him. "The blessing of the Lord, it
maketh rich, and he addeth no sorrow with
it" (Pr. 10:22). It may be confusing to some
who observe God's people as they rejoice
in what might appear to be a rather drab
life. The blessings of God are not always
apparent. At first they may even look like
burdens. When we are in the midst of a
"disguised" blessing and we read "... that
all things work together for good to them
that love God, to them who are the called

according to his purpose" (Ro. 8:28) it
may be hard to believe it could ever be a
blessing.

It may even be difficult for us to rec­
ognize God's blessings after our afflic­
tion has ended and we know "...our
light affliction, which is but for a mo­
ment,.. " (II Cor. 4:17). However, as we
travel through this life we do learn that
trials can become blessings after we
have gained enough trust in God that
we believe "...My grace is sufficient for
thee: for my strength is made perfect in
weakness.." (II Cor. 12.9).

We do not earn spiritual blessings.
We simply cannot do enough good
deeds to earn the rewards God gives us.
"That in the ages to come he might
show the exceeding riches of his grace,
in his kindness toward us, through
Christ Jesus" (Ep. 2:7). Although we
may not receive everything we want, we
have the assurance that God will give us
all that we need. "But my God shall sup­
ply all your need according to his riches
in glory by Christ Jesus" (Ph. 4:19).

Since we know that we do not earn
the blessings of God by our goodness,
we might come to the conclusion that
our behavior has no impact on our
blessings from God. How sad it would
be for us to hold this false belief. Al­
though God does not "keep score" of
our behavior to determine whether He
will bless us spiritually, it is very impor­
tant that we understand that we can lose
God's blessings if we forsake Him. At a
time when the children of Israel forsook
God, they were warned "Behold, the
days come, saith the Lord God, that I
will send a famine in the land, not a fam­
ine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of
hearing the words of the Lord:" (Am.
8: 11). The prodigal son learned of the
high price of sin when he "...wasted his
substance with riotous living. And when
he had spent all, there arose a mighty
famine in that land; and he began to be
in want" (Lk. 15:13-14). Forsaking spir­
itual blessings for the sake of material
gain is very costly.

This topic will be continued in the
next "Light From the Word".

An editorial committee of elder brothers is preparing articles for this section of the Silver Lining to address some of the special needs of our times.
Suggestions for subjects are welcome and can be sent to: Silver Lining Editorials, 1398 Spring Hill Dr, Orrville, OH 44667-9023
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...The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few; Pray ye therefore the
Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest. MarrHew 9:37-38

New Church in
Norwich, Vermont
The newly established church in

Norwich, Vermont has been en­
joying the blessings ofworship and
fellowship for the past two years. It
is located in an area known as the
Upper Valley (of the Connecticut
River). This is a thriving region
with excellent employment oppor­
tunities, many universities, a major
teaching hospital and many hi-tech
businesses. The Upper Valley is a
beautiful area ofNew England that
has often been enjoyed by our breth­
ren traveling in this area.

History
Prior to 2003, it became known that
approximately fifty members and
friends with Apostolic Christian
Church connections were living in
the New HampshireNermont area.
Brethren began to look into the
possibility of initiating worship ser­
vices in the area. After presenting
the request and obtaining support at
the Elder Conference in February
2003, letters were mailed to those
individuals with church connections
living in northern New England to
see if they would be interested in
worship services.
Approximately halfof these letters

resulted in positive responses, indi­
cating a desire to hold services and a
willingness to assist in organization
of a new assembly. A schedule was
outlined for conducting services
once each month for a four-month
period. After that time, consider­
ation would be given to continuing
year-round services.

Local members and friends as­
sisted in locating an acceptable
meeting place, specifically a Grange
Hall in the town of Norwich, VT.
The Grange Hall is just off a major

interstate. The building has two
stories, with a large upstairs room
for worship services, and a down­
stairs area with kitchen facilities,
conducive for Sunday School and
a noon meal.
The first services were held in Nor­

wich on May 18, 2003. Two minis­
tering Brothers from the Rockville
congregation traveled to the area
for that Sunday. Forty-nine souls
were present, seventeen of whom
were from the northern New Eng­
land region. Subsequent gatherings
were held again in June, July and
August with approximately 14-20
area residents attending on each
0ccas1on.

Further development
A second letter was sent in July 2003
to those who gathered at Norwich
to determine sentiments regarding
continuation of monthly services.
With positive response, the data
was presented to the Elder Body at
the August 2003 Elder Conference.
Support and encouragement to con­
tinue services was given.
There are many things that require

attention and effort in order for a
church to become established and
function smoothly. These include
communication with the building
owners, coordinating lunch, facil­
ity set-up and cleaning, handling
donations, teaching Sunday School
and contacting souls in the area.
Local brethren and friends with
the desire, interest and love have
taken care of these responsibilities
faithfully, which has been a bless­
ing to all. Morey Weiss of White
River Junction, VT and Bro. Doug
Mangers (Denver, CO), who was
living in Lebanon, NH at the time,
were called upon for many tasks
and responsibilities in the beginning
months of the Norwich Church.

As of April 2005, services are
being held on a twice-monthly
schedule. This increase was based
on the sentiment revealed when the
attendees were polled at the begin­
ning of 2005. Services are held on
the second and fourth Sundays of
each month. From December to
April, services will be held on only
the second Sunday, due to often-in­
clement weather in this region.
Appreciation has been expressed

by the local members and friends
for the efforts made and support
received thus far. Attendance has
ranged from 40 to 120 individuals
at each of the gatherings, which in­
cludes visitors from CT, IL, IN, NY,
MO and PAwho have traveled to the
area and offered their support.

Hopes for the future
Some ofthe members and friends in
the Norwich area have lived there
for many years and are encouraged
to see an Apostolic Christian Church
beginning in the northern New
England area. Others have moved
recently to the Vermont/New Hamp­
shire region. One family from Rock­
ville found employment nearby and
moved to the area in the past year. A
second family has plans to move to
Vermont in the near future.

Appreciation and invitation
The Norwich, VT Church is very
thankful for all of the help received
with these services from brethren
and friends. May our Heavenly
Father's blessing abide on this
endeavor, providing the Word of
Life and opportunity to worship
to souls from near and far. This
fledgling church wishes to extend
a sincere invitation for visitors to
come and join them in fellowship
and worship all to the glory and
honor of God.
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World Relief
As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men,

especially unto them who are of the household of faith. GALATIANS 6.10

MCCS School for the
Deaf at Rio Bravo
Six years ago there was little hope

for a person who was deaf and
lived across the border fromMcAl­
len, Texas, in the area around Rio
Bravo, Mexico. Neither the nation­
al nor local Mexican govern-ment
has the resources to educate their
deaf. Then ICCD formed MCCS,
the Mexican Christian Center for
the Sordomudos ("deaf-mutes" in
Spanish). Twenty-seven acres were
purchased, a dorm for volunteers
was constructed, and a temporary
kitchen/dining hall built.

MCCS now has twenty-four
students ranging in age from six to
sixteen with five teachers and two
support staff. Six years ago the
students were unable to commun­
icate making them frustrated and
unruly. But the power of knowing
sign language and the love of God
, has not only given them the thirst
for the ability to communicate and
learn, but for structure, order and
the desire to love in return.

Their love language is touch.
They also have all the other human
emotions that are totally normal for
children-temper tantrums, anger,
jealously, happiness, sadness, etc.
The children are very intelligent,
but with no way to express it with­
out knowing sign language. There
are great challenges to get them to
understand abstract concepts like
God or prayer or faith. They can

get it, but it takes longer and only
with great skill on the part of the
teachers at the school. Six of the
older students have come with
tears saying they want Christ in
their lives. Discipleship is ongoing
with them.

Goals for the school
The goals of this deaf school are
simple: 1) to find deaf children
and bring them to the campus, 2)
to give them a working knowledge
of Jesus Christ, 3) to give them an
education to be a productive citizen,
and 4) to teach them a trade that
they can excel in. A typical school
day starts at 8:30 a.m. The students
rotate through classes in Language
(or Signing), Math, Reading and
Writing in Spanish (as a second
language), History and Science. The
older students also have vocational
training. Finding these deafchildren
may sound easy but it is not. The
parents are poor. They either do not
have or cannot read a newspaper.
The school may be close by, but
they probably do not have any way
to learn about it.
The teachers recently learned of a

14-year-old deafboy namedMarcos
who only lives fifteen minutes from
campus. His parents never knew
about the deaf school. His godly
mother tried
to teach him
to read but was
frustrated since
she didn't know
how. Marcos
started atten­
ding MCCS about two months
ago and is learning by leaps and
bounds. His Christian parents shed
many tears of gratitude. They are
now attending a sign language class
for parents one night a week and are
very thankful that Marcos is learn-

ing to sign. They have hope for their
son agam.

Home visits required
About two months ago, Mexico
required home visits for the deaf
children attending the school. It
was eye-opening and also a great
blessing to understand the parents'
sacrifice. The teachers learned that
the average income of the parents
is only about $200 US per month.
Most homes have one or two rooms.
The majority offamilies do not have
indoor plumbing. Some do not have
electricity. The furniture consists of
a bed - no chairs. The bed is the
table at meals, the sofa in the eve­
ning, and the bed at night. Even
though they have little, MCCS asks
them to pay a small amount for their
child to attend the deaf school so
that they will take ownership in the
school. One or more sponsors sub­
sidize most of the children. It costs
$125/month for teacher's salaries,
books, food, transportation, etc. No
child has ever been refused due to
the lack of parental finances.

Construction work teams
After a minor issue with finances
was worked out, World Relief is
giving full support to the work go­
ing on at the school for the deaf in
Rio Bravo. Four Apostolic Chris­
tian work teams have either gone
already or are scheduled to go there
this year. Six to seven hundred vol­
unteers do construction work there
in a typical summer. There are also
many local volunteers - medical
doctors, audiologists, and dentists.
Bro. Joe and Sis. Denise Maller of
the Bluffton congregation are cur­
rently on campus at Rio Bravo. For
the deaf children and young adults
living in northeast Mexico, the fu­
ture looks bright.
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APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN
HOME FOR THE
HANDICAPPED

Spending lots more time outside
enjoying God's awesome cre­
ation

Planting new seeds in the ground
and flowers in our flower pots

Riding bikes and going for walks
Ice storms? No way!
New life all around us!
God's unchanging love for all His

creation.

ACTR loves springtime. It's a
time that we can begin to start
spendingmore time outside and less
time inside. Especially with the sun
staying out longer in the evening.
We have had a beautiful and warm
spring in Illinois.

Our group home residents have
recently enjoyed the Spring Re­
union. This is a time when
Oakwood, Linden and all the CILA's
can get together with the staff and
their families and enjoy an evening.
We have awonderful dinner ofham­
burgers, baked beans, chips, salads
of all sorts and lots of fruit. There
were alsomanyyummydesserts. Af­
ter dinner we went outside to play
several different games and have
snow cones! It was such a blessing
and we made some fond memories!
Praise God!

As summer time quickly ap­
proaches, we look forward to Memo­
rial Day picnics, Fourth of July
fireworks and all the fun activities of
the summer. But as we go about all
these activities, it is so important to
remember Who gave us this special
time. God is so faithful and amazing!
We give Him all the praise and glory
for the beautiful spring and upcom­
ing summer!

JULY birthdays at Timber
Ridge, 2125VeteransRoad, Morton,
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IL 61550: Randal Siebenthal (7/3),
Walter McKeever (7/16), Daniel
Zimmerman (7/18), Clark Lewis
(7/24), Kristie Ramp (7/31), Joshua
Peelman (7/31).

At Oakwood Estate, 2213 Veter­
ans Rd., Morton, IL 61550:
Kimberle Riggenbach (7/1), Todd
Schneider (7/29).

At Linden Estate, 1000 Linden
St., Morton, IL 61550: Billie Tatum
(7/1), CynthiaVirkler (7/6), Michael
Oates (7/18), Michelle Maloney
(7/19).

At 652 Detroit, Morton, IL
61550: Edward Getz (7/31).

At 208 S. Indiana, Morton, IL
61550: Chris Knapp (17).

GATEWAY WOODS
APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN

CHILDREN'S HOME
Ed Graf

Mother's Day in May! As a na­
tion, we even set aside aday to honor
and esteem them. Howwe fondly re­
membered our mothers and all they
have done for us last month. Where
would each ofus be ifwe didn't have
godly mothers who loved us, taught
us, and nurtured us? Where would
society be without good mothers?

Where did our mothers learn to
be good mothers? In a large part,
they learned from their own moth­
ers - godly wisdom and the Word
passed from generation to genera­
tion. The duty ofthe older women is
"That they may teach the young
women to be sober, to love their hus­
bands, to love their children." (Titus
2:4). But what about children who
have nomother? Orworse yet, what
aboutyoungladieswho are, or about
to be mothers themselves and have
no mother? Who will teach them
godly character? Who will teach
them to be a mother?
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God has blessed Gateway Woods
with a wonderful opportunity to
stand in the gap for some of these
young women. Last month we
opened our residential services to
teenwomenwho are pregnant or al­
readymothers. Out ofwedlockpreg­
nancy and parenting were never
God's plan, but we live in a fallen
world. Perhaps the silver lining in
this cloud is thatwe nowhave an op­
portunity to affect not just one, but
two generations for the Kingdom of
Christ!

Howdid this all happen? Howdid
GatewayWoods find itself in a posi­
tion to serve teen mothers who also
have behavioral issues? Very sim­
ply, Gateway Woods became aware
of a great need to serve this popula­
tion from those who use our other
services. We were often approached
because of a need for someone to
work with a troubled girl who was
also pregnant. Very few agencies
provide such a service. Those who
work with Gateway Woods knew
that the familymodel used would be
of great benefit to these girls and
their babies.

Through much prayer, research,
and with the support of our Elder
Body, we have felt directed to move
forward to serve these young ladies.
We received the necessary licensing
in April and immediately received
referrals to the program. The har­
vest is great, but the workers are
few.

TheWest House has nowbecome
an all-girls house, and Bro. Bruce
and Sis. Heather Drayer will be the
first houseparents to work with
pregnant teens and teen mothers.
God has openedmany doors tomake
this opportunity a reality in a very
short time.

Thanks to all ofyou who pray for
and support Gateway Woods. Your
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prayers and support have brought
us another ministry avenue for our
church. Please continue to pray for
us as we are piloting into uncharted
waters. Thankfully, we can trust in
the Ultimate Helmsman who will
guide our ship of faith.

News
We would like to welcomeAshley

Wand Shannon F to our campus.
We pray that God will use our pro­
gram to bring help and healing to
their lives.

Our Foster Care program, which
places troubled children into Chris­
tian homes in Northeast Indiana,
currently has 28 foster children. If
you live in Indiana and are inter­
estedin fosterparenting, please con­
tact Bro. Bill Baumgartner at
260-627-2159.

Our annual benefit Auction will
be held on August 20, 2005. Please
see our bulletins in the June and
July issues of the Silver Lining.

Bro. Marc and Sis. Diann Grim
(Bloomington, IL) have joined our
houseparent staff. We look forward
to workingwith them as they seek to
reflect Christ to our residents.
Please pray for them and their two
sons, Isaac and Micah.

We will soon be kicking off our
Top Quality landscaping program.
This is a summerbusiness staffed by
Gateway Woods residents and su­
pervised by one ofour teachers, Bro.
Ryan Donaghy (Bluffton, IN), de­
signed to instruct our young people
about importantworkand life skills.

Finally, wewould like to say fare­
well to Bro. Mark and Sis. Tammy
Herrmann and their children,
Adam and Haley. Sis. Tammy has
been battling cancer over the past
severalmonths. Their faith andper­
severance in the face of adversity
has been inspiring. Please pray for
them as they move back to Illinois.

May God bless and keep you in
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the months ahead. Be looking for
opportunities to help support the
construction of another house on
our campus to accommodate the
changes that have resulted from the
development of our pregnant teens
home.

APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN
PRESCHOOL

Athens, Alabama
Melissa Slagel

"I know letters, I know shapes,
I know purple stands for grapes
I know red and white and blue,
I know green and yellow too.
I have rhythm I know sounds,
I've had ups and I've had downs.
I've been quiet and have wiggled,
sometimes cried and sometimes

giggled.
I'm an artist, I can paint,
I try hard not to say ain't.
I know what policemen do,
firemen and nurses too.
I know God made me to fit in His

plan
and to always do the best I can.
Our class has had a lot of fun,
watch out kindergarten here we

come!"

The school year has come to close
already! Itwas abusymonthprepar­
ing for graduation and all the end of
the year things. We had our gradua­
tion and had to say some goodbyes
on May 19. After spending so much
time practicing it was such a delight
to see those kids up there in their
smiles and caps and gowns. Itmakes
the entire year worth it to see the
smiles on parents' faces and tears in
their eyes because they were re­
minded what precious individuals
God has given us. One little girl who
graduated but will remain with us
through the summer told me one
day "I just want to un-graduate." It
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really is a big change for them but I
assure them that big school will be
just as great. God will hold their
hand all the way through too be­
cause (in their terms) He loves them
tons!

ALABAMA, ATHENS
Louise Hall

We were blessed this month to
have ministering Bro. Marvin
Leman (Sis. Jane, Bradford, IL) and
Elder Bro. David Graf (Sis. Barbara,
Akron, OH). We always appreciate
you coming the distance and bring­
ing us God's Word. We thank those
who traveled alongaswell. Ifyou are
traveling through this area this
summer, we welcome you to stop
and worship with us.

ARIZONA, PHOENIX
Ron and Ev Hoerr

"Jesus saith unto him, I am the
way, the truth, and the life: no man
comethunto theFather, butbyme."

John 14:6

We welcome our new residents:
Sis. Rosalie and Sis. Ellamarie
Edelman, Bro. Keith and Sis.
Tammy Hinrichsen, their daughter
Sis. Kelly and son Bro. Joe, Bro.
Todd and Sis. Nichole Steffen with
their daughters, Adelayae and
Amelia.

Visiting ministers this past
month were Bro. Ralph Garber
(Morton), and Bro. Earl Beery
(Rittman). The Lord is truly gra­
cious as His servants lend them­
selves.

We have an opportunity to re­
member Sis. Alice Baumgartner
with our prayers and a card:
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Alice Baumgartner
Huger Mercy Living Center

2345 W. Orangewood
Phoenix, AZ 85051

We pray for LauraWiegand who
has a broken arm, Bro. Jim Beres
and Sis. Julie Hoerr who had tests,
and Bro. RonHoerrwho underwent
surgery.

Congratulations to Roger Banks
and Jen Yunker who were married
in April. Roger's mother is Marcia
Banks and grandparents are Bro.
Floyd and Sis. Clara Banwart.

Bro. Todd and Sis. Heather
Hinrichsen have a new address:
3523 W. Saguaro Ln., Glendale, AZ,
85310.

ARIZONA, PRESCOTT
Jane Hodges

Wearehappyand thankful to an-
nounce the safe arrival of Sienna
Noel Furrer onMay 11, weighing in
at 51b. 4oz. Welcoming Sienna are
big sister, Alexa, parents, Bro. Tim
and Sis. Janon Furrer, and grand­
parents, Bro. Jim and Sis. Rowena
Furrer (Prescott) and Bro. Don and
Sis. Suzie Fiechter (Bluffton, IN).
Sienna is Bro. Jim and Sis.
Rowena's fourth grandchild (all
girls) and they are expecting two
more before the end of September.
We love having these little children
in our congregation and thank the
Lord for His blessings.

A reminder once again of our
corn-on-the-picnic scheduled for
Saturday, August 6, at 4 p.m. at the
A.C. Williams Granite Creek Park
in Prescott. Everyone is welcome
and can call Sis. Jane Hodges for
more details.

ARIZONA, TUCSON
Lisa Knapp

We were once again pleased to
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see ministering Bro. Jim Meiss
(Phoenix) and his family who came
to see their daughter, Richelle.
Richelle attends the University of
Arizona and they were getting her
prepared to go back to Phoenix for
the summer break. We will miss
you, Richelle, but look forward to
seeing you again in August.

Carl Kaufman (Bro. Curt and Sis.
Caroline) has graduated from the
University of Northern Arizona.
Car1 isworking in Tucson (forwhich
we are very thankful) and we con­
gratulate him on his graduation and
wish him God's richest blessings as
he heads out into the world to see
what God has planned for him.

As another schoolyear draws to a
close, C.J. Kaufman (Bro. Curt and
Sis. Caroline) is preparing to gradu­
ate from high school and will be go­
ing to Ohio for college in August.
Congratulations on your gradua­
tion, C.J.; may God direct your path
as you prepare to leave home and
our little church.

Bro. Paul Knoblock will be re­
turning to Iowa after spending the
winter and part of spring here with
us in Tucson. We know his family
enjoyed his visit as much as we did.
We pray God will watch over Bro.
Paul as he travels back to Iowa and
gets settled there once again.

We have enjoyed a very cool
spring with beautiful days in the
80's just recently creeping into the
low 90's and cool (sometimes cool
enough for a jacket) evenings and
mornings. We are told we might hit
the 100 degree mark for the first
time this year on Friday, May 20. I,
however, remain optimistic until I
see it on the thermometer!
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CALIFORNIA, ALTADENA
Robin Moser

"For we being many are one
bread, and one body: for we are all
partakers of that one bread."

I Corinthians 10:17

We appreciate Elder Bro. Jon
Kokanovich (Sis. Nancy, Phoenix,
AZ) coming to assist with serving
Communion this month. It was a
blessed time to share bread and
wine with our brothers and sisters
after taking time to consider all Je­
sus has done for us.

Later this month, we celebrated
a new home with Bro. Bob Crockett
at an all-church housewarming.
May God bless Bro. Bob as he
presses on without his helpmate of
many years, Sis. Judy.

Our congregation mourns with
Sis. Sandy (Bro. Doug) Aberle in the
loss of her dear mother, Sis. Loree
Plattner (Bro. Henry), of Sabetha,
KS. We have all been encouragedby
her family's faith in this time of
trial. It is a good reminder that
heaven is the goal and death is not to
be feared.

Sis. Kay (Bro. Glenn) Hackenjos
continues to undergo treatment for
cancer and we intercede for her
healing and strength. We also pray
for Bro. Daryle (Sis. Edie) Wieland
with his recent health concerns. We
will miss the Wielands as they re­
turn to theMidwest for the summer
months.

CALIFORNIA, SAN DIEGO
Peggy Jevremov

This past month we were blessed I

to listen to the Memorandum letter
and also partake of Holy Commu­
nion. Elder Bro. Phil Stettner (Sis.
Maureen, Bluffton North) assisted
Elder Bro. Peter in these services.
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We pray the Lord will richly bless
him for his willingness to come and
be used on our behalf. It was a spe­
cial time of blessing to us.

Among our other visitors this
month was Elder Bro. Dennis
Warner (Sis. Esther, Lester). We
also appreciate his labors of love
among us.

We miss Bro. Tibor Bozzay as he
has not been able to attend services
for some time. We pray he will feel
the Lord's nearness and ourprayers
each day.

Though we always appreciate
our fathers, we often don'tverbalize
it to them. May we put forth a spe­
cial effort to tell them howmuch we
appreciate them and love them as
we observe Father's Day oncemore.
And may we continue to do so
throughout the year.

ONTARIO, KITCHENER
CANADA

Johanna Fortenbacher

Dearest Saviour, let me ever
In Thy service here abide;
Ne'er would I from Thee be sev-

ered,
Walking daily by Thy side.
By Thee is my life inspired,
Thou art strength and light to me,
As a branch that has acquired
From the vine it's energy.

One of our recent visiting minis­
ters relayedtous thathe counted it a
joy to come and serve us rather than
seeing it as a chore. We are blessed
to have a minister come the first,
third and fifth Sunday of each
month. This is a great help to our
only beloved home minister, Bro.
Mike Ursu.

Serving us this month were Bro.
Ron Steiner (Sis. Ruth, Rittman),
Bro. Nile Bucher (Sis. Phyllis,
Bluffton North), and Bro. Jim
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Ramseyer (Sis. Marlene, Bay City).
Two ministers, who have children
livinghere, came also. They are Bro.
Dale Stoller (Sis. Sandra, Fairbury)
and Bro. Duane Reutter (Sis. Kay,
Rockville).

Please don'thesitate to call one of
these sisters for directions and over­
night accommodations ifyou feel led
to visit Kitchener.

Sis. Melanie Tomic, 634-1185;
Sis. Kim Leman, 895-8813; Sis.
Maria Toth, 880-8587 (area code
519).

COLORADO, DENVER
Ann Gonglach

On Independence Day we cele­
brate our "freedoms". God has
blessed us in this country to be able
to worship Him in peace without
fear ofpersecution. But letus not get
too caught up in the physical free­
domsweenjoythatwere obtainedby
the blood of many men. True free­
domhas been bought by the blood of
Christ andnomancantake it away.
Much was accomplished at our
spring cleaning. We appreciate all
who attended and/or helped out in
some way.

Three of our young people have
graduated from high school this
year. They are Bro. Joel Leman (El­
der Bro. Mike and Sis. Deb),
Benjamin Martin (Bro. Mike and
Sis. BethAnn) andWhitney Steffen
(Bro. Larry and Sis. Sue). We wish
them God's blessings as they begin
their future andremind themto rely
on His leading.

CONNECTICUT
ROCKVILLE

Amber Reutter
Laura Virkler

"Thus united and in concord, let
us walk the path oflife" (ZH #237).
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Wewerewitnesses thismonth to the
joining in marriage of Bro. Eric
Virkler (Bro. Dan and Sis. Dorothy)
and Sis. Heidi Ballasy (Bro. Kevin
and Sis. Jane). We wish thempeace
and happiness in their new life to­
gether andGod's guidinghandupon
them.

It was a special privilege in the
past weeks to hear the testimony
andwitness thebaptismofBro. Sam
Moser (Bro. Ben and Sis. Glenna).
With us for this joyous occasion
were Elder Bro. Art Bahler (Sis. Su­
zanne, Fairbury IL) and Elder Bro.
Mike Leman (Sis. Deb, Denver CO).
We wish Bro. Sammuch grace as he
is joined to the church body as a
brother in faith.

"And as they were eating, Jesus
tookbread, andblessed it, andbrake
it, and gave it to the disciples, and
said, Take, eat; this is mybody. And
he took the cup, and gave thanks,
andgave it to them, saying, Drinkye
all of it; For this is my blood of the
new testament, which is shed for
many for the remission of sins."

Matt. 26:26

In solemnity andwith thanks for
the price that was paid for our sins,
we partook of the Lord's supper
later in the evening following the
baptism. With us to serve us this
feast were Elder Bros. Art Bahler
and Mike Leman. May we all be
mindful all year round what great
sacrifice was made on our behalf.

Announced to us recently was
the engagement ofBro. JoshVirkler
(Bro. John and Sis. Maureen)and
Sis. Kate Craig of Congerville, IL
(Bro. Kim and Sis. Carol). Though
Bro. Josh now lives away from us in
Congerville, IL, we extend our
warm wishes to them and pray God
will bless their life together.

Several new babies were born
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this past month. Chris and Kristen
Alexander welcome a baby boy,
Blake Evan, into their family.
Joshua andNolan are happy to have
Blake join their family. Grandpar­
ents are Bro. Dale and Sis. Harriet
Zahner and Bill and Cathy Alexan­
der.

Owen Mark was born to Bro.
John and Sis. Erin Hoffman and
joins his three older sisters,
Samantha, Elsa and Lois. Grand­
parents are Bro. Mark and Sis.
Luella Hoffman and Jon and Gail
Doyle.

Bro. Nathan and Sis. Mary
Hoffman had a baby girl, Caitlin
Dora, who joins Levi, her big
brother. Grandparents are Bro.
Mike and Luann Hoffman and Bro.
Matt and Sis. Gail Steiner. We are
thankful for the safe arrival ofthese
little ones and wish each parent
grace and strength to raise them by
His will.

This month Sis. Barb Schneider
underwent surgery and is now re­
covering. We are thankful that all
went well and pray that God will
grant healing and recovery to all
that have need.

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
WASHINGTON
Henrietta Meyer

With the coming of summer, we
are looking forward to the comingof
many visitors to our nation's capi­
tal. We encourage you to include a
visit to our congregation in your
plans. We are only a few miles from
the West Falls Church Metro sta­
tion and any ofus would be happy to
provide a ride for you.

Visiting ministers this month
were Bro. Bob Meyer (Sis. Ann,
Bluffton North, IN), Bro. Lenard
Meyer (Sis. Charlotte, Chicago, IL),
Bro. Loren Schrenk (Sis. Betsy, St.
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Louis, MO) and Elder Bro. Ben
Wiegand (Philadelphia, PA). Other
visitors were from Chicago and
Elgin, IL, LaCrosse, IN, and
Smithville and Sardis, OH.

Bro. Adam and Sis. Jill Merkle
have sharedwith us that theywill be
relocating to the Indianapolis area.
We will miss them and little
Madelyn when they move.

Services are usually held the
first, third, fourth and fifth Sundays
of the month at the Tysons Corner
Westpark (Best Western) Hotel, lo­
cated about one-mile west of the
Beltway (1-495) on Route 7. Song
service begins at 10:15, worship ser­
vice at 10:30; afternoon service be­
gins at 12: 15.

Ifyou are planning to visit Wash­
ington, D.C. for vacation or busi­
ness, please call Bro. Adam and Sis.
Liz Hermann (703) 212-7339 for as­
sistance and to let us know how
many to expect for Sunday ser­
vices. If you would like to get to­
gether on Saturday evening, please
letus knowthat aswell.Wewouldbe
happy to have an evening of fellow­
ship and/or singing.

FLORIDA
NORTH FORT MYERS

Mary Masters
Visiting ministers this month

have been Bro. Byron Stoller (Sis.
Carol, Gridley, IL) and Bro. Jeff
Streitmatter (Sis. Lynne, Sarasota,
FL). We thank these brothers for
serving us the Word of Life.

This time ofthe year, we are par­
ticularly appreciative ofvisitorswho
come to worship with us as part of
their vacation. We feel the loss ofour
snowbirds as the summer ap­
proaches. We pray that God would
bless us with more full time resi­
dents that our brotherhood may in­
crease. There are many job
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opportunities in our area since Lee
County is one ofthe fastest growing
counties in the nation.

Notes of Thanks:
TheRollandKeller familywishes

to express their appreciation for the
thoughtfulness and kindness
shown to them at the passing of
their dear father. Thankyou for the
many cards, phone calls, and
prayers thatwe received duringthis
time.

Sis. Beverly Gerber would like to
thank everyone who remembered
her with phone calls, cards, and
prayers during her surgery and af­
ter.

FLORIDA, SARASOTA

Obedience to God still spares our
households from grief as it did dur­
ing the time of the first Passover.
We appreciated the teachings from
our visiting minister, Bro. Victor
Beer (North Ft. Myers, FL), on the
Passover and the significance ofthis
event in Jewish and Christian his­
tory. The blood ofChrist applied to
the posts of our heart today has
great redemptive value.

A few short years ago withjoy we
witnessed Bro. John Calame
(Rittman, OH) apply this precious
bloodto the door ofhis heart. His de­
cision to turn to the Lord has spared
his family from the deep grief and
has given his wife and family great
hope ofbeingreunited in the eternal
promised land. Nevertheless, a
great loss is felt as his family is much
loved by the Sarasota Church. Bro.
John Calame is the father of Sis.
Paulette Cochran and the grandfa­
ther of Bobby Cochran and Bro.
Jeremy Calame.
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Achurchpotluckwas held inMay
at Lakewood Ranch. It was hosted
by converts, Larry and DiAnne
Brown, formerly of the Goodfield
congregation. As we plant, water,
and toil about in God's vineyard, we
rejoice in the fact that the increase
comes from God.

GEORGIA, ATLANTA
Kevin Kipfer

Benjamin Stoller
We hope this finds y'all having a

blessed spring as we certainly are in
Atlanta. On the weekend ofApril
24, we were grateful to have Elder
Bros. Steve Gutwein (Sis. Linda,

1 Francesville, IN) and Mike Leman
(Sis. Deb, Denver, CO) share Com­
munionwithus. Othervisitingmin­
isters this past month were Bro.
Tom Leman (Sis. Marlene, Denver,
CO), Bro. Sidney Kaufmann (Sis.
Sandra, Cissna Park, IL), and Bro.
Duane Rocke (Sis. Bonnie, Minne­
apolis, MN).

We had many wonderful church
events this past month including
potluckandBible studies. The grad­
uates we have are Sis. Erica Stoller
earning her masters degree and
Jonathan Stoller and Brian Camp
graduating from high school. Bro.
Matthew Lindberg is continuing to
seek guidance on future employ­
ment and a possible move closer to
our church in Atlanta. We would
like towish all the fathers a splendid
Father's Dayand thankthem for ev­
erything they do!

In the upcoming month we look
forward to visiting ministers from
Roanoke, IL (July 5), Alto, MI (July
17), and Champaign, IL (July 31).

SILVER LINING

ILLINOIS, BELVIDERE
Doreen Moser
Sheila McCoy

Blest are they who thirst and
hunger,

After truth and righteousness
For, such real, essential virtues,
God will give them to possess
All whose soul doth long for

grace,
shall these precious gifts em­

brace.

Thirst and hungering to know
more about the Bible we gathered
together this month in Madison.
Bro. Art Mueller shared many
thoughts and verses from the Bible
on forgiveness. We continually need
to strive and ask for God's grace in
forgiving and loving others as the
Lord forgave us. We are continuing
to study the Old Testament chap­
ters of Numbers and Deuteronomy
in our monthly gatherings in
church. The prophets of old cer­
tainly hungered after truth and
righteousness.

Blest are they, who, showing
mercy,

Without favor, without fear
All mankind in love embracing,
To the needy ones draw near
They who merciful remain,
Mercy also shall obtain.

As we honored our mothers this
month, they truly show mercy to
their children and to all the needy
and embrace all in love.

Blest are the pure and spotless,
Who in chastity abide
In whose heart the Saviour's

likeness,
Shall be truly glorified.
Theyshallinyonheav'nly light,
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See God's countenance sobright.

The Saviour's likeness now
abides in the hearts of two new sis­
ters in faith. Sis. Naomi Schock
(Bro. Ted and Sis. Heidi Schock) and
Sis. Melissa Waibel (JeffWaibel)
were baptized the first weekend in
May. We were truly blessed with
many visitors from far and near.
God's countenance so bright can be
seen in our ministers and their pre­
cious wives who are so much a part
ofour little congregation as they are
always lending a helping hand.
Thanks to Elder Bro. Ron
Schambach, Bro. GaryAnliker, Bro.
Dan Moser (Elgin, IL), Elder Bro.
Earl Ringger (Gridley, IL) and Bro.
Lenard Meyer (Chicago, IL) for be­
ing our heavenly lights here on
earth.

Blessed are the peaceful chil-
dren,

Who in peace live day by day
And unlike the godless sinner,
Evil works with good repay
He who peace and love has

taught,
Shall be called a child of God.

Many of our children are gradu­
ating from high school: Sis. Naomi
Schock (Bro. Ted and Sis. Heidi),
ChristinaMueller (Bro. Art and Sis.
Marlene), Trent Steffen (Bro. Dean
and Sis. Carol), Samantha Robert­
son (Sis. Peggy Bartz), and Eric
Jepson (Bro. Jim and Sis. Carlene).
Shayna Mueller (Bro. Art and Sis.
Marlene) is graduatingfromcollege.
Bro. Joshua Steffen will be starting
at U ofl and Sis. RachelWenger has
completed her first year of medical
school. Our prayer for all of them is
that theymay seek the Lord's will in
all of their continued studies or
work. All of the degrees, studying
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and learning will never mean any­
thingifthey arenot a child ofGod.

Blest are they who truly sorrow,
For the debt of sin they owe.
They shall not become discour-

aged,
Grace and help He will bestow.

We have truly sorrowed in our
small congregation as we have had
to bid farewell to Bro. Thad and Sis.
Elizabeth Heinold and their pre­
cious children as theyhavemoved to
Morton, IL. We can easily become
discouraged but we know that God
will give us grace and help to over­
come the loss of the fellowship of
loved ones.

Praying the Lord will bless you
all in the coming month.

ILLINOIS
BLOOMINGTON-NORMAL

Kara Martin
Ann Nussbaum

On April 16, our congregation
had a special eveningofCommunion
together. Our Retired Elder Bro.
Everett Hari assisted Elder Bro.
Mark.

Bro. Garry Bucher (Valparaiso,
IN) was with us on April 24. We
want to thank him for lending him­
self on our behalf.

May 1 was the wedding day for
Sis. KimYoungandBro. Rob Schlipf
(Milford, IN). We wish them God's
blessings as they begin life together
and make their home in Milford.
Parents are Bro. Dave and Sis. Barb
Young (Cissna Park, IL) and Bro.
Rich and Sis. Kathy Schlipf
(Milford, IN). We are grateful to vis­
iting ministers, Bro. Dan Beer
(Milford, IN) and Bro. Clark Stoller
(Gridley, IL) for spending the wed­
ding day with us.

Bro. Court and Sis. Joyce Sauder
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have a new addition in their family.
Braelyn Joy was born onMay 5, and
her siblings are Brianna and Brock.
Grandparents are Gary and Sis.
Phyllis Sauder (Roanoke, IL) and
Bro. Curt and Sis. Beth Rocke (Eu­
reka, IL).

May 8 was the last Sunday in our
congregation for Bro. Marc and Sis.
Diann Grim, Isaac and Micah. Our
prayers are with them as they join
the staff at Gateway Woods.

We are rejoicing with Sis.
Bethany Wiegand (Bro. John and
Sis. Mary, Roanoke, IL) as she gave
her testimony and was baptized on
May 14-15. Elder Bro. Tom
Hoffman (Roanoke, IL) was with us
for the testimony, and Bro. Dave
Marquart (Taylor, MO) was with us
on Sunday. Thanks to them for
sharing with us!

We have several high school and
college graduates this year. We pray
God will continue to lead each of
them as they begin new seasons in
their lives. High school graduates
are: BrantKaufmann (Bro. Jim and
Sis. Nancy), Shannon Koehl (Bro.
Jerry and Sis. Tami), Sam
Kupferschmid (Larry and Sis.
Sandy), Bro. Brian Mariani (Bro.
Larry and Sis. Jeannine), Bro. Mi­
chael Rebbec (Bro. Marty and Sis.
Patti, Roanoke, IL), and Joshua
Sauder (Bro. Steve and Sis. Margie).
College graduates are: Aaron Mau­
rer (Bro. John and Sis. Emily), Sum­
mer Daily (Bro. Ben and Sis. Mary),
and Jackie and Jason Knapp (Bro.
Keith and Sis. Kay).

ILLINOIS, BRADFORD
Steve Endress

We enjoyed having ministering
Bros. DonManz (Junction, OH) and
Gary Brown (Forrest, IL). May God
reward them for their labors.

We are thankful that Bro. Philip
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Nenadov (Sis. Donna) is recovering
from illness and is home from the
hospital.

We commit Bro. Ben and Sis.
Audrey Ehnle to God as they leave
our midst and move to Eureka, IL.
Throughout our community, Bro.
Ben was known to be able to fix al­
most anything. We trust that God
will help them to quickly adjust to
their new surroundings and have
the confidence that they will be a
blessingtomany in the Eureka com­
munity.

They will be missed by our
church, and our community.

We have three young people who
are graduatingfromhigh school this
year. They are Sis. Kendra Baer
(Sis. Janna Lou), Melissa Ehnle
(Bro. Donn and Sis. Tracy), and An­
drew Klumpp (Bro. David and Sis.
Barb). Graduation is a time when
people reflect upon the past. Does­
n'tit seem that God gives us stages
in life so that we stop and think,
where am I, and which direction am
I heading? As we pass from one
stage to another, may God kindle in
our hearts a desire to meet the next
stage with more devotion thanwhat
we left the last one with.

ILLINOIS
CHAMPAIGN-URBANA

Karla Kieser
The annual business meeting

was held on April 28 this year. Bro.
John Walder was re-elected as Sec- 1

retary, Bro. Keith Hanson was also
re-elected as Treasurer, Bro. Dennie
Mangers was re-elected to the
Trustee position and Bro. Neil
Knoblock was re-elected to the
Sunday School. Sis. Sarah
Laubscher was voted in as a new
Sunday School teacher and Bro.
AlanMillerwas voted in as anusher.
The meeting was then followed by



June 2005

Communion exhortation.

"And when he had given thanks,
he brake it, and said, Take, eat: this
is my body, which is broken for you:
this do in remembrance ofme. After
the same manner also he took the
cup, when he had supped, saying,
this cup is the new testament in my
blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it,
in remembrance ofme. For as often
as ye eat this bread, and drink this
cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till
he come."

I Corinthians 11: 24-26

We had our Communion service
on May 11 and we are very grateful
to Elder Bro. Tom Stock (Cissna
Park, IL) for assistingour ownElder
Bro. Wayne at this time.

May is always a flurry of activity
with students graduating and mov­
ing away. Our University graduates
include: Sis. Katrina Stoller from
Gridley (Landscape Architecture)
who has taken a job with a local
nursery and will remain in Cham­
paign. Bro. Travis Blunier from
Goodfield (Molecular and Cellular
Biology) plans to start the local
Cyto-te chnology program at Carle
Hospital in the fall. Bro. Eric
Zimmerman from Morton (Com­
puter Science) has taken ajob in the
Chicago area. Convert LanaeKnapp
from Fairbury (Molecular and Cel­
lular Biology) will begin Optometry
School in Chicago this fall. Lucas
Knapp from Bloomington (Mechan­
ical Engineering) has taken a job
with Caterpillar in the Chicago
area. Bro. Nathan Rassi from Chi­
cago (Physics and SecondaryEduca­
tion) has taken a chemistry and
physics teachingjob in the St. Louis
area. Convert Will Moser from
Champaign (Civil Engineering)
plans to stay in the area. Chad
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Kellenberger from Elgin (Graphic
Design). Ann Steffen fromWashing­
ton (Human Development and
Family Studies) plans to go into so­
cial work. Jason Knapp from Cissna
Park (Speech Communication) has
plans that involve mission work.
Adam Sauder from Roanoke gradu­
ated with a degree in Mechanical
Engineering. Aaron Maurer from
Bloomington (Technical Systems
Management) has taken an elec­
tronic sales job in Ft Worth, TX.
There were several graduates from
Parkland Community College.
Brett Steffen from Cissna Park
plans to transfer to UIUC in the fall
to study elementary education.
Trisha Young is transferring to Illi­
nois State in Bloomington to study
social work. We wish each of these
graduates well in all their future en­
deavors.

Special thanks to our visiting
ministers for this past month: min­
isteringBros. Dewayne Dill (Minne­
apolis, MN), Randy Mogler
(Washington, IL), Frank Sauder
(Roanoke, IL) and Arnold Gerst
(Taylor, MO).

ILLINOIS, CHICAGO
Rachel Meyer

Greetings of love from Chicago.
Usually by this time ofyear the heat
is off and the windows are open in
most Midwest homes - but our un­
seasonably coolweather is changing
that tradition for many of us. We
thank God, however, for His care
and keeping of each one, independ­
ent of surroundings, locale, and in
what circumstances we may find
ourselves.

OnMay 15wehadthe privilege to
witness the joining together of two
hearts and lives in HolyMatrimony.
Sis. Bethany Rassi (Bro. Greg and
Sis. Carla) became the bride of Bro.

13

Lucas Young (Bro. Morris and Sis.
Pat, Elgin, IL). Friends and family
alike filled our Chicago church to
support this dear couple as they be­
gan their life together. We thankEl­
der Bro. Tom Stock and his family
(Cissna Park, IL) for being with us,
andmany hearts were touched as he
conducted the wedding service for
his nephew. Also visiting andminis­
tering to us were Bros. Curt Rassi
(Tremont, IL) and Dennis Rassi
(Fairbury,IL). Wethankallofthese
brothers for beingwilling to be used
by the Lord.

We also wish to thank Bro. Tim
Hohulin (Roanoke, IL) for present­
ing a topical Bible Study on "Our
Walkwith the Lord." We thankBro.
Tim for being willing to spend time
and effort on our behalf. May God
richly bless you.

A group from our congregation
had the opportunity to travel re­
cently to Minneapolis, MN, on our
Annual Bus Trip. The bus trip has
been a long-standing and
much-loved Chicago tradition for
many years, and each year a differ­
ent church is visited. We thank the
Minneapolis brethren for their love,
warm welcome, and kind hospital­
ity. An enjoyable time was had by
all.

Our prayers are with Bro. John
Schrenk (Sis. Pauline), as he is re­
covering from surgery. We pray for
a comfortable and speedy recovery
for Bro. John and may he feel God's
presence by his side.

Finally, some ofyoumay have re­
cently finished the high school/col­
lege semester, or may be
anticipating it. However, before it
canbe completed there is what I call,
"the bane of college students' exis­
tence" - final exams. (No offense
meant to any teachers or professors
who may be reading this!) Often,
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the final exam accounts for almost
half of one's final grade in the class
and the pressure is pretty intense.
On the last day of my Neurology
class, the professor opened the floor
to questions from students regard­
ing the final. Admittedly, most ofus
were quite anxious. A question was
raised regardingwhether questions
about specific chemicals were going
to be on the exam - and the answer
was "no." Remembering this as I
studied, I passed over that informa­
tion knowing I would not be tested
on it. Imagine my astonishment on
the day of the final, as I turned a
page of the exam to see 5 or 6 ques­
tions about the specific chemicals -
that were not supposed to be on the
exam! Needless to say I was not pre­
pared, but did my best to summon
whatmemories I had from thatunit.
Most of my answers were guesses,
unfortunately. How could we, as
students, have known the professor
changed his mind and decided it was
important to put those questions on
the exam?

Not so with God. He never leaves
us guessing. When it comes time for
our eternal "final exam," we know
exactly what will be expected ofus.
How? He leftHisWord, the Bible, as
our study guide to tell us explicitly
how to live our lives here on Earth.
Praise Godwe don't have to guess or
wonder! Areyoustudying? AmI?

ILLINOIS, CISSNA PARK
Pam Walder

Andrea Walder

"Lo, children are an heritage of
the Lord... "

Psalm 127:3

Bro. Matt, Sis. Jerilyn and
Braden Waldbeser are thankful for
the safe arrival of their son, Derek
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Lee, born May 5. His grandparents
are Bro. Fred and Sis. Joan
Waldbeser and Bro. Larry and Sis.
Sherryl Knobloch (Lester, IA). We
wish themGod's blessings andgrace
as they raise their family.

Our hospital patients this month
include SteveMiller and Sis. Evelyn
Rudin. We're grateful they are once
again assembling with us.

Wealways appreciate the visiting
ministers who lend ofthemselves so
willingly to bring forth God's Word
to us. Our thanks to Bros. Gene
Lehman and John Leman (Wolcott,
IN), Dan Moser (Elgin, IL), Bill
Dotterer (Lamar, MO), Brad
Gudeman and Ken Dietz (Bradford,
IL).

Bro. Greg Maul and Sis. Heidi
Rudin announced their engage­
ment. Their parents are Mike and
Sis. Kathy Maul and Bro. Craig and
Sis. Trudy Rudin (Forrest, IL). We
wish them God's continued guid­
ance and direction in the future.

Sis. Kim Young and Bro. Rob
Schlipfwereunited together inmar­
riage this month in Bloomington.
Their parents are Bro. Rich and Sis.
Kathy (Milford, IN) and Bro. Dave
and Sis. Barb Young. We wish them
God's blessings in their marriage.

Our sympathy goes out to the
families ofthose who have lost loved
ones recently. Dorothy Ifft of
Fairbury passed away. She was the
stepmother of Sis. Mary Anne
Young (Bro. Roland). Also, Bro.
Larry Knapp of Gridley passed
away. His sister is Sis. Eileen
Greiner (Bro. Robert). May God
comfort those who grieve.

ILLINOIS, CONGERVILLE
Rachel Schrock

"Full redemption is the promise
made to himwhoheeds theWord... "
(Zion's Harp #176, vs. 5). What an
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assurance is ours if we simply heed
the Word! We appreciate those who
are willing to expound upon God's
HolyWord for us. Our thankfulness
is extendedto allwhominister inthe
Lord's vineyard, especially to those
who visited us recently, including
Elder Bros. Charles Sauder (Sis.
Miriam, Tremont, IL) and Tom
Stock (Sis. Karol, Cissna Park), and
Bros. JohnJackson (Sis. Peggy, Bay
City, MI), Walter Herrmann (Sis.
Betty Lou, Princeville, IL), Nate
Wieland (Sis. Suzanne, Goodfield,
IL), Ned Stoller (Sis. Heidi, Alto,
MI) and Dave Steffen (Sis. Linda,
Elgin, IL).

Hearts are overflowing with
thankfulness within our congrega­
tion as souls have not only heeded
God's Word, but also our practice of
marriage by faith. We are blessed to
share three engagement announce­
ments this month. Bro.JoshVirkler
(John and Sis. Maureen, Rockville,
CT) and Sis. Kate Craig (Bro. Kim
and Sis. Carol) are planning a July
10 wedding. The date ofJuly 17 has
been selected for theweddingofBro.
Philip Wyss (Bro. Bruce and Sis.
Donna, Goodfield) and Sis. Kristin
Roth (Bro. Mark and Sis. Tammy).
Bro. Brian Zobrist (Bro. Clarence
and Sis. Luann) and Sis. Holly
Stickling (Bro. Scott and Sis. Jan,
Peoria) anticipate uniting their
lives as one on July 24. May God be
with each ofthese couples and their
families as they begin to blend their
lives together in the Lord.

God's nearness has been felt by
ourhospital patients and their fami­
lies this past month, including our
Bro. Glenn Ott (Sis. Mardell). Our
congregation is thankful that all are
doing well once again.

Two more hearts that are over­
flowing with thankfulness for their
redemption are our Bro. Chris and
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Sis. Michelle Miller as they were
baptized on May 15. We welcome
them into the fold!

Last, but certainly not least, we
are grateful for our mothers as we
remembered them this past month.
Our thanks does not stop there but
is extended to our fathers as well as
Father's Day draws nigh. We are
thankful for Godly mothers and fa­
thers who bringus up in the nurture
and admonition of the Lord." (Eph.
6:4)

Note of Thanks:
Greetings! I want to thankevery­

one that has helped us out the many
different ways that you have since
my accident. Most of all, thank you
foryourprayers. We appreciate it all
very much. God bless you.

Bro. Duane and Sis. Jill
Gudeman and family

ILLINOIS, ELGIN
Amy Gasser

Miriam Gasser
Our visiting ministers for the

past month were Bros. Ron Kipfer
(Bluffton, IN) and Dan Koch (Tre­
mont, IL). Thankyou, brothers, for
your willing service.

Those of our congregation who
spent time in the hospital recently
are Bro. John (Sis. Pauline)
Schrenk, Sis. Cora (Bro. Bill)
Schambach, and Sis. Marge (Bro.
Bill) Wewetzer. May God grant all a
full recovery.

"Trust in the Lord with all thine
heart; and lean not unto thine own

1
understanding. In all thy ways ac­
knowledge him, and he shall direct
thy paths."

Proverbs 3:5-6

We congratulate our high school
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graduates: Natalie Dietz (Bro. Jeff
and Sis. Sara), Garrison Gudeman
(Bro. Tom and Elaine), Sis. Amanda
Kellenberger (Bro. Jeff and Sis.
Julie), Brienne Kellenberger (Bro.
Tim and Sis. Marcia), Diana
Kellenberger (Bro. Chuck and Sis.
Debbie), Stephanie Kellenberger
(Bro. Ken and Sis. Vicki), Kirk
Schambach (Bro. Les and Sis.
Alison), Andrew Schmidgall (Rick
and Sis. Cindy), and Daniel Steffen
(Bro. Dave and Sis. Linda).

We are very thankful for Diana
Kellenberger (Bro. Chuck and Sis.
Debbie), who has found peace and is
awaiting baptism.

On May 9, Scott Krueger (Jim
andMary) exchangedweddingvows
with Darline Panyasiri of Elgin.
Her mother is Amy. Scott is serving
in the Navy and is currently sta­
tioned in Virginia. The couple's ad­
dress is 364 Reflections Way, Apt.
#4, Virginia Beach, VA 23452.

Bro. Lucas Young of our congre­
gation, and Sis. Bethany Rassi (Chi­
cago, IL) wereunited inmarriage on
May 15 in our Chicago church.
Their parents are Bro. Morris and
Sis. Pat Young and Bro. Greg and
Sis. Carla Rassi. We wish them
God's blessings in their new life to­
gether.

Bro. Larry Knapp (Sis. Stepha­
nie) passed away May 12, after a re­
cent illness. May the Comforter be
near to all who grieve his loss.

ILLINOIS, EUREKA
Cindy Stoller
Lisa Metzger

The graduatingclass this year in-
cludes the following: BrianBanwart
(Bro. Jeff and Sis. Lisa), Amy
Blurrier (Bro. Kurt and Sis. Livy),
Lainey Frank (Bro. Scott and Sis.
Elaine), Kayla Hartter (Bro. Ron
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and Sis. Janet), Michael Carr (Bro.
Tim and Sis. Donna), Bro. Landon
Knecht (Bro. Mike and Sis. Lisa),
Kevin Martin (Bro. Steve and Sis.
Vicki), Keith Wettstein (Bro. Gary
and Sis. Elna), Quentin Wuethrich
(Bro. Rick and Sis. Brenda), Sis.
Kalsey Leman (Bro. Kent and Sis.
Chris) and Sis. Jennifer Martin
(Bro. Craig and Sis. Marilyn)." ... In
all thy ways acknowledge Him, and
He shall direct thy paths." (Prov­
erbs 3:6). May they all truly look to
the Lord to direct their paths as they
go forward in life.

WewelcomeBro. RustinMetzger
(Bro. Harlan and Sis. Shirley) who
has relocated from West Bend, IA,
for employment in the Eureka area.
May this quickly begin to feel like
home for him. Also, we are glad to
welcome Vernon and Sara (Sinn)
VanWaters (Bro. Charles and Sis.
Karen Sinn) and their little baby,
Benjamin.

We extend our prayers to Bro.
WayneGetz (Sis. Mary) who has suf­
fered injuries from a vehicle acci­
dent. May the Lord provide in this
time oftrial and grant healing inHis
time.

We appreciate the ministrations
of Bros. Gene Metzger (Lester, IA),
WayneWiegand (Goodfield, IL) and
GregBraker (Lamar, MO). May the
blessings ofGod rest on these broth­
ers who willingly labor in His vine­
yard.

We were saddened at the recent
passing of Bro. Bill Belsley (Sis.
Helen). We are thankful he could be
released from his earthly distress,
butwewillmiss his gentle and faith­
ful example in our church. We pray
for Sis. Helen that she and her fam­
ily may feel the comfort of the Lord
in this sorrow.

Bro. Darin and Sis. Tami
Kupferschmidhavewelcomedhome
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their new little girl, Nora Alyse.
This healthy little bundle is lovedby
her brothers, Caleb and Garrett,
and her grandparents, Bro. Rich
and Sis. Maribeth Kupferschmid
and Glen and Sis. Becky Bauman.

We are thankful when precious
souls leave the world to begin their
walk with Christ. Kelly Blunier
(Bro. Kurt and Sis. Livy) has re­
cently begun her repentance. We
wishhermuchgrace andhumility so
the Lord can complete the wonder­
ful work of peace in her heart.

Bro. Matthew Schmidgall and
Sis. Lisa Kupferschmidwere united
in holymatrimony onMay 15. Their
parents are Bro. Mike and Sis. Kary
Schmidgall and Bro. Rich and Sis.
Maribeth Kupferschmid. We wish
this happy couple God's continued
guidance in their walk together.

We had two additional engage­
ments announced this month. Bro.
AdamGarber (Ray and Sue) and Sis.
BethanyMartin (Bro. Craig and Sis.
Marilyn) are planning a July 3 wed­
ding. Bro. Randy Blunier (Bro.
Roger and Sis.Wendy) and Sis. Roxy
Wiegand ofGoodfield (Bro. Art and
Sis. Pam) were engaged on May 22.
We hope these couples will feel the
Lord's continued leading as they
plan to walk through life together.

ILLINOIS, FAIRBURY
Anna Schmidgall

"And he took bread, and gave
thanks, and brake it, and gave unto
them, saying, this is my body which
is given for you; this do in remem­
brance ofme. Likewise also the cup
after supper, saying, this cup is the
new testament inmy blood, which is
shed for you."

Luke 22: 19-20

Our congregation was thankful
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to share inHolyCommunion andre­
member our dear Saviour's death
and blood shed for us. Elder Bros.
Jim Plattner (Princeville, IL) and
Wayne Anliker (Forrest, IL) as­
sisted our Elder Bro. Art Bahler in
servmgus.

Bro. Rodney and Sis. Denise
Steidingerwelcome a second daugh­
ter into their family. Kiley Denise
was born onMay 4. She has an older
sister, Trinity. Thankful grandpar­
ents are Bro. Dale and Sis. Donna
Banwart and Bro. Tom and Sis. Di­
ane Steidinger.

We appreciated having Bro. Bob
Beebe (South Bend, IN) visit us and
share God'sWord. May God's Spirit
continue to be with him in his la­
bors.

May8was a day set aside tohonor
our mothers. Whether they are still
here on earth with us or have gone
on to their reward, we appreciate
their example and love. "My son,
hear the instruction of thy father,
and forsake not the law of thy
mother." (Proverbs 1:8)

Several from our congregation
have had surgery in the past month.
Bro. DickWiegand (Sis. Betty), Sis.
Marge Kaisner (Bro. Merle) and
Helen Rapp have spent time in the
hospital. We pray for God's healing
to strengthen each one.

We continue to lift up our dear
Bro. Don Schneider inprayer to God
ashe is still in thehospital frominju­
ries sustained in a car accident. May
he andhiswife, Sis. Sandy, and their
family feel our love and concern.
Mostofall, maytheyfeel God's near­
ness during this difficult time.

ILLINOIS, FORREST
Jill Wenger
Lori Leman

We thank our visiting ministers,
Bros. Paul Kilgus (Fairbury, IL),
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NateWieland (Goodfield, IL), Virgil
Metzger (Chicago, IL), Mark
Zimmerman (Eureka, IL), and Ed
Sauder (Roanoke, IL) for their will­
ing service of preaching God's Holy
Word to us.

The wedding engagement of Sis.
Heidi Rudin (Bro. Craig and Sis.
Trudy) to Bro. GregMaul (Mike and
Sis. Kathy) of the Cissna Park con­
gregationwas recentlymade known
to us. May the Lord ever be a central
part of their lives.

Our hospital patients for the
monthwere Bro. LelandKuntz (Sis.
Marge) and Sis. Carrie Edelman
(Bro. Kraig). May God's healing
hand be upon them as they recuper­
ate.

At this time of year we think of
our seniors graduating from high
school. We would like to have them
read these words of wisdom taken
fromProverbs 3:1-6 and apply them
to their lives:

"My son, forget not my law; but
let thine heart keep my command­
ments: For length of days, and long
life, and peace, shall they add to
thee. Let not mercy and truth for­
sake thee; bind them about thy
neck; Write them upon the table of
thine heart: So shalt thou find fa­
vour and good understanding in the
sight of God and man. Trust in the
Lord with all thine heart; and lean
not unto thine own understanding.
In all thy ways acknowledge him,
and he shall direct thy paths."

Our graduating seniors are:
Marcus Aberle (Bro. Mark and Sis.
LaVerne), Bro. CorbinAnliker (Bro.
Bob and Sis. Linda), JimmyBradley
(Dan andMary), Alex Dotterer (the
late Bro. Wendell and Sis. Kathy),
TeAnna Johnson (Bro. Harry and
Sis. Til), Wendi Kelson (Bro. Paul
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and Sis. Sherri), Sis. Leah Knapp
(Bro. Harlan and Sis. Jean), Ashley
Koehl (Bro. Jim and Sis. Diane),
Jolyn Koehl (Bro. Joe and Sis. Ma­
rie), Sis. Stephanie Kuntz (Bro.
Rollyn and Sis. Brenda), Kirk
Leman (Bro. Phil and Charlotte),
Bro. Josh Schmidgall (Bro. Dan and
Sis. Mary), Bro. Trent Schmidgall
(Bro. John and Sis. Janet), Ben
Stork (Bro. Paul andSis. Dawn), Sis.
Janae Stork (Bro. Reuben and Sis.
Devra), Sis. Rebekah Wenger (Bro.
Ed and Sis. Renee) and Sean
Zimmerman (Bro. Rod and Sis.
Micki).

ILLINOIS, GOODFIELD
Amber Grimm
Rita Bauman

"To everything there is a season,
and a time to every purpose under
the heaven: A time to be born, and a
time to die; ... "

Ecclesiastes 3:1,2

Ourprayers go out to those in our
congregation this month who have
lost loved ones. Sis. Becky Knapp

1 lost her mother, Mary Saurs (Phoe­
nix, AZ), and Sis. ShirleyWyss (Bro.
Roy) lost her brother, Bro. Larry
Knapp (Gridley, IL). We also grieve
the passing of Sis. Lucy Grusy,
mother of Sis. Cindy Hohulin (Bro.
Sam, Phoenix, AZ). May God com­
fort these families in their time of
loss.

" ... and a time to heal..."
Ecclesiastes 3:3

Bro. DougWiegand is deserving
ofour prayers as he spent some time
in the hospital. We pray that he has
a quick recovery.

" ... a time to keep silence, and a
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time to speak;"
Ecclesiastes 3: 7

We are so thankful for our visit­
ingministers who so willingly bring
forth the Word ofGod. This month
we give special thanks to Bro. Craig
Martin (Sis. Terri, Princeville, IL),
Bro. Tom Leman (Sis. Marlene,
Denver, CO), and Bro. Steph Baner
(Sis. Donnalou, Gridley, IL). May
God bless them richly for their ser­
vant hearts.

"A time to love... "
Ecclesiastes 3:8

We rejoice in the engagements of
Ryan Davis (Bro. Noel and Sis.
Molly) and Nicole Samford (Don
and Cindy, Eureka, IL); Bro. Phillip
Wyss (Bro. Bruce and Sis. Donna)
and Sis. Kristen Roth (Bro. Mark
and Sis. Tammy, Congerville, IL);
and Bro. Randy Blunier (Bro. Roger
and Sis. Wendy, Eureka, IL) and Sis.
Roxy Wiegand (Bro. Art and Sis.
Pam).

" ... and a time of peace."
Ecclesiastes 3:8

God is so good to continue calling
souls to repentance and granting
them peace. Our prayers are with
Brent Schmidgall (Bro. Randy and
Sis. Cindy) asGod continues towork
in his heart andprepare him forbap­
tism.

Note ofThanks:
I wish to thank everyone who re­

memberedme onmy 90th birthday.
I was surprised to receive so many
cards. God has truly blessed me
with many friends and my wonder­
ful church family. May He bless
each one of you for your kindness.

Sis. Cora Rogers
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ILLINOIS, GRIDLEY
Perry A. Klopfenstein

The passing of Bro. E. Larry
Knapp, 61, was a time ofsadness for
our congregation. He passed away
onMay 12, after a short illness. He is
survived by two sons, Bro. Mike
Knapp of Tremont, and Bro. Mark
Knapp, Gridley; and two grandchil­
dren. Also, four sisters survive: Sis.
Edith Stahl, Princeville; Sis. Eileen
Greiner, Cissna Park; Sis. Betty
Wagenbach, Princeville; and Sis.
ShirleyWyss, Goodfield. His wife of
34 years, Sis. Rosella Kuntz Knapp,
preceded him in death on October
21, 2000.

He is remembered as a reserved
man with a gentle, willing smile.
Someone commented that he "was a
meek soul." There is hardly ahigher
compliment that can be paid some­
one. Bro. Larrywill bemissed in our
church. The passing of Bro. Larry
and Sis. Rosella Knapp within a five
year time span indicates the uncer­
tainty of life. May God be with
BrothersMike andMark, as theyare
now without parents at a relatively
young age.

TheweekendofMay22was a spe­
cial one. Two souls were taken into
the fold after testimony/provingand
baptism. They are Bro. Josh
Schrenk (son of Sis. Carol) and Bro.
Trent Witzig (Bro. Curt and Sis.
Norma). These are two high
school-age boys who are willing to
turn their back on the ways of the
world. We thank the Lord for their
resolve to follow God. From the
Hymns of Zion, we sing the follow­
ing verse:

In days of youth, seek ye the Lord,
His love and truth with one accord.
Go offer Him thy youthful days
And walk within the Saviour's
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ways.

The Sunday School picnic was
held on Sunday afternoon, May 22,
at the GridleyCommunity Building.
Anice gatheringwas present for this
annual event which culminates the
end of the Sunday School year.

Bro. Ron Bollier (Indianapolis,
IN) was a visiting minister on May
22.

Tyler Gramm, son of Bro. Roger
andSis. Darleta, graduated fromthe
Special Education Program at
Bloomington High School.

We offer our sympathies to Sis.
Marge Kuntz on the loss of her
brother-in-law.

This is to offer a special sense of
best wishes to all the graduates of
eighth grade, high school and col­
lege. Learning and development of
ourminds can serveuswell in the fu­
ture, but the most important thing
in life is that the mind can compre­
hend the necessity of repentance
and living a God-empowered life
that, ifa soul remains true and faith­
ful, can result in aheavenly eternity.

ILLINOIS, MORTON
Julie Bahr

Christie Zeller
We are happy to announce the

engagement of our Sis. Mary Ann
Klaus to Bro. Don Stoller (Gridley,
IL). MayGodcontinue to bless them
throughout their engagement and
forthcoming marriage.

May God's blessings also be upon
ourBro. J. R. Sauder (Bro. John and
Sis. Peg) and Sis. Tiffany Schwaab
(Bro. John and Sis. Wendy, India­
napolis, IN) who were united in
marriage onApril 24 in Remington,
IN.

Our Communion service was
held at Restmor on May 1 for our
loved ones there.
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The dinner for ourgraduating se­
niors and their parents was held at
the Fellowship Hall on May 4. Bro.
Dennis Rassi (Sis. Diane, Fairbury,
IL) was here for our FamilyWorship
and talked to our graduates as they
look towards the future. May God
bless him for his labors of love.

Our High School graduates this
year are:

Stephanie Barth (Bro. Bob and
Sis. Jean Barth)

Sis. Heather Rassi (Bro. Gary
and Sis. Debbie Rassi)

Josh Alexander (Jody and the
late Lisa (Grimm) Alexander)

Casey Daniel (Bro. Bill and Sis.
Sheri Daniel)

Shane Getz (Bro. Doug and Sis.
Carol Getz)

Bro. Daniel Knobloch (Sis.
Jennifer and the late Bro. Don
Knobloch)

Matthew Michel (Scott and
Carrie Michel)

Craig Miller (Bob and Linda
Miller)

Kenneth Sinn (Bro. Scott and
Sis. Kay Sinn)

Bro. Dane Zeller (Bro. Will and
Sis. Dannelle Zeller)

We wish them all the Lord's
blessings as they continue their edu­
cation and work.

Bro. Dave Ploussard (Sis. Krista)
will be our new superintendent of
Sunday School. Bro. Allan Kaiser
(Sis. Brenda) will be our new assis­
tant superintendent. Bro. Joe
Zimmerman, III (Sis. Barb) finished
his two year term. May God bless
Bro. Joe and Sis. Barb for all their la­
bors of love and also special bless­
ings to Bro. Dave and Bro. Allen,
along with their wives, as they take
on these new responsibilities.
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ILLINOIS, PEORIA
Lou and Marjean Lonteen

I have a Father; to me He has
given

a hope for eternity, blessed and
true.

And soon will He call me to meet
Him in heaven,

but O that He'd let me bring you
with me too!

For you I am praying,
for you I am praying,
for you I am praying,
I'm praying for you.
-Melodies ofPraise

Guestministers: Elder Bro. John
Lehman (Bern, KS), Elder Bro. Ron
Messner (Washington), Elder Bro.
ChuckSauder (Tremont), andElder
Bro. Andy Stoller (Smithville, OH)
recently served in theministryhere.
May God's blessings be upon you
and your dear families as you serve
the Lord in serving us.

The Choir Benefit Dinner was
held on April 23 at the fellowship
hall. The hymns of praise and the
lovely dinner were a blessing to all.
Our special thanks to all who made
thiseveningsospecial.We're thank­
ful localmissions couldbe the recipi­
ents of this loving benefit dinner
and evening.

Special thanks again to the
Goodfield Choir who brought
hymns of praise to our monthly
hymn sing on Sunday evening, May
1.We appreciate thebeautifulmusic
of the sixth, seventh, and eighth
grade Sunday School classes.
Thanks to the teachers and parents
for your support.

On May 4, Bro. Bob Pflederer
(Morton) spoke at ourFamilyNight.
His topic was "Heaven". ManyHoly
Spirit filled thoughts were shared
withus andwewere remindedto ask
for the wisdom we need from God.
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He loves to givegood gifts toHis chil­
dren whenwe seekHimwith humil­
ity.

On May 5, the National Day of
Prayer, many of our congregation
gathered in the Sunday School room
to turn our hearts to God in prayer
over the noon hour. "Sweet hour of
prayer, sweet hour of prayer, that
calls me from a world of care, and
bids me at my Father's throne,
make all my wants and wishes
known." Each heartfelt prayer by
our ministers and other brothers
moved us all and we know God's
heart was touched. We praise the
Lord, thatwe live in a landwhere we
can freely join together in prayer in
church without restrictions. May
our hearts be humbled with
thanksgiving toward God for this
along with His listening ear as we
turn our hearts toward Him.
Special thanks to each and every one
who helped serve "Mother's Day"
lunch at church on May 8. Your
kindness, love, and thoughtfulness
were much appreciated and will be
remembered. God bless you.

On May 15, a Senior Breakfast
was held for our high school gradu­
ates. We extend our congratulations
to them. They are: Sis. Monica
Fritzenmeier, Sis. Brittany Getz,
Sis. Cori Hoerr, Kurt Hoerr, Bro.
Mike Jones, Tyler Kempf, Sis.
Amanda Kieser, Sis. Megan Kieser,
Martney Stickling, Jesse Unsicker,
Sis. Angela Weber, and Kyle
Weyeneth. SeektheLord forHiswill
in each of your lives and you will
blessed and you will be a blessing!
Those thankful for prayers are: Sis.
Bernetta Binkele, Bro. Jim Hoerr,
Bro. Bob Joos, Sis. Verna Pueschel
and Bro. Ivan Thomas. Many others
have had tests, procedures, or are
working through various medical
challenges. Though you are not
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listed by name, we remember you in
prayer and trust for God's nearness
in your life day by day.

Sis. Catherine Knapp has gone
home to be with her Lord. She was a
resident at the Skylines. Sis.
Catherine was a sweet 102 year old
and will be missed by all who knew
her and loved her.

Sis. Aimee and Bro. Matt Moser
would like to thank all who have re­
membered Sis. Aimee during her
hospital stay. Each ofyour prayers,
calls, cards, and every kind act is
deeply appreciated. May God bless
each and every one of you.

We wish to welcome Sis. Glenna
Pflederer to our congregation. Sis.
Glenna is a sister to Sis. Leona Ivie.
We always pray for God's blessings
upon each and every one in our con­
gregation as we enjoymuchjoy wor­
shiping together.

I have a peace: it is calm as a river
-a peace that the friends of this

world never knew.
My Savior alone is it's Author and

Giver.
And O could I know it was given to

you!
For you I am praying,
for you I am praying,
for you I am praying,
I'm praying for you.

-Melodies ofPraise

ILLINOIS, PRINCEVILLE
Vera Baer

Kara Blunier
We are rejoicingwith the news of

two new converts in our congrega­
tion! Rebekah Herrmann (Bro.
Roger and Sis. Darlene) and Seth
Kieser (Bro. Tim and Sis. Denise)
have recently begun new lives in re­
pentance. We pray they will feel
God's grace and presence.

Our thoughts have been with
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MaryBethWagenbach (Curt) as she
was in the hospital this past month.
Bro. Ed and Sis. Francis Knobloch's
son-in-law, Brad Foffel (Jane,
Mackinaw, IL) has been severely ill
and we likewise pray for him and
their family.

"The memory of the just is
blessed."

Proverbs 10: 7

We are praying for Sisters Edith
Stahl and Betty (Bro. Ray)
Wagenbach in the passing of their
brother, Bro. Larry Knapp, of
Gridley.

Leah Caroline came to join the
happy family of Bro. Brian and Sis.
Renee Wieland. Her siblings are
Ethan, Mikaela, Grace, Eli, and
Claire. May they be blessed with
much wisdom from above as they
raise their family to knowthe Lord.

OnMay 8, we were witness to the
weddingofSis. Rachael Stoller (Bro.
Bruce and Sis. Mary) and Bro. Matt
Ringger (Bro. Steve and Sis. Myra,
Bluffton North, IN). We were
thankful for Bro. Steve's part in the
wedding. Other visiting ministers
that served us that day included El­
der Bro. Kent Heimer (Taylor, MO)
and Bro. Mark Gerber (Bluffton,
IN). We also extend a special thank
you to Bro. Wally Ramseyer
(Mansfield, OH) who served us on
May 15.

We are praying for Sis. Taunya
Rumbold andBro. Ben Sceggel, both
college students inBloomington, IL,
as they prepare for their upcoming
marriage. Sis. Taunya's parents are
Bro. Ron and Sis. Jackie Rumbold,
and Bro. Ben's parents are Bro.
Mark and Sis. Judy of Peoria, IL.

NOTE:Agreen leatherboundBi­
ble was left in our Princeville
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Church/Fellowship Hall. The Bible
contained the message, "to Joshua
Mark Garber, from Grandma." If
anyone knows who this Bible might
belongto, please call 309-385-2618.

ILLINOIS, ROANOKE
Dee Fehr

Doris Fischer
In I Samuel 1, Hannah is quoted

"For this child I prayed; and the
LORD hath given me my petition
which I asked ofhim." Our congre­
gation has seen similar prayers an­
swered recently, as precious
bundles ofhealthy babies have been
brought home to several families.

Bro. Bob and Sis. Marilyn Ott be­
came first-time grandparents when
AnnikaDanielle was born onFebru­
ary 28. She is the daughter of their
son, David, and daughter-in-law,
Joelle Ott (Washington). Annika's
maternal grandparents are Doug
and Karen Conradt of Port Wash­
ington, Wisconsin.

Bro. Matt and Sis. Sarah Stoller
welcomed their first child, a daugh­
ter, to this world on May 5. Hayden
Olivia Stoller is the granddaughter
ofBro. Tim and Sis. Peg Stoller and
Bro. Keith and Sis. Dort Leman
(Goodfield).

A son, Micah Andrew, has
blessed the hearts and lives of Bro.
Byron and Sis. Lisa Gerber with his
arrival on May 11. Micah has two
sets offirst-time grandparents, Bro.
Rick and Sis. Shirley Gerber and
Bro. Don and Sis. Colleen Leman.
Needless to say, they're overjoyed
with little Micah.

Bro. Jason and Sis. Ali Knepp are
thankful for the May 16 arrival of
EmmiJo. She is loved alreadybyher
two big sisters, Gracie and Josie,
and grandparents, Bro. Bob and Sis.
Ann Knepp and Bro. Roger and Sis.
Trish Gerber (Goodfield).
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May God grant each ofthese cou­
ples grace to raise their children to
desire the likeness ofChrist, and, as
Hannah, to lend them to the Lord.

April 23 was the wedding day for
Ben Martin (Bro. Glen and Sis.
Carol) and Sarah Deihl (Alan and
Kathy, Washington). We rejoice
with this happy couple, and wish
them many years of happiness!

We've been blessed to have min­
istering Bros. RustinMeister (West
Lafayette, IN) and Greg Lehman
(Wolcott, IN) in Roanoke recently.
A special thanks to these brothers
and their families for making the
trip and for their willingness to
serve us from the pulpit.

Several from our congregation
have been hospitalized recently:
Bro. Gaylord Blunier, Mark
Blunier, and retired Elder Bro. Don
Sauder. Our prayers have beenwith
these loved ones, andwe're thankful
to see themhome andrecuperating.

ILLINOIS, TREMONT
Heather Rassi
Teresa Rowell

We were thankful this month to
welcome the following visitingmin­
isters: Bro. John Rowell
(Burlington, IA), Bro. Matt Steffen
(Princeville, IL), Bro. Vern
Wettstein (Congerville, IL) andBro.
John Steiner (Oakville, IA). May
God bless each one for his part in
ministering the gospel.

The announcement was made
known ofthe engagement and forth­
coming marriage of Sis. Carrie
Sauder (Elder Bro. Charles and Sis.
Miriam) to Bro. Akihiro Ito, both
from Tremont. His parents are
Nobuyuki and Kazuyo Ito ofTokyo,
Japan. We pray a special blessing on
this couple.

Our congregation rejoiced with
Bro. GaryWagenbach (Bro. Ron and
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Sis. Liz) and Sis. Kathy Koch (Bro.
Phil and Sis. Diane) as wewitnessed
their marriage vows and union in
the Lord. As they strive to walk to­
gether as one, may God continue to
be the center of their lives.

Bro. Mike and Sis. Janet Knapp
were blessed with their second child
onApril 15. Kinsey Brooke was wel­
comed home by her big brother,
Samuel. Thankful grandparents are
Bro. Mel and Sis. Marlene Kaiser as
well as Bro. Larry Knapp (Gridley,
IL). Larry only knew his grand­
daughter, Kinsey, for a month be­
fore he passed on to his Heavenly
reward. Our heartfelt sympathy is
extended to Bro. Mike Knapp (Sis.
Janet) on the recent passing of his
father.

Sis. Eunice Beutel (Bro. Dave)
and Sis. Carol Beutel (Bro. Alvin)
are also sorrowing over the death of
theirbrother-in-law, Bro.William
Belsley (Sis. Helen, Eureka, IL).
May God comfort each onewho feels
the grief and loss of a loved one.

Both Fred Endress (Ruth) and
Bro. Jerry Hangartner (Sis. Melba)
were hospitalized this month for
knee replacement surgery. MayGod
grant them a successful recovery.

Note ofThanks:
We would like to extend sincere

thanks for all the many prayers, vis­
its, cards, and so forth duringthe ill­
ness and passing of our loved one.

TheMerle Getz family

ILLINOIS, WASHINGTON
Nancy Knepp
Barb Banwart

How refreshing is a spring
shower after many dry days! We are
thankful to the Creator who pro­
vided it out of His storehouse.

Our high school graduates this
year are: Bro. Trent Barth, Bro. Joel
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Cox, Sis. Katelyn Fehr, Katie Fritz,
Alex Gerber, Kyle Hangartner, Mi­
chael Hangartner, Bradley
Ricketts, Sis. Ebony Ledford, Sis.
Elise Pfaffmann, Sis. Heidi
Pfaffmann, and Sis. Katelyn
Thames. May the Lord direct their
paths as they acknowledge Him and
seek His ways.

We are appreciative ofthe service
of each one in our congregation.
Some have been ushers or teachers,
on cooking committees or trustees;
manyhave done thingswhich go un­
noticed. Thanks to each ofyou.

The testimonies and baptisms of
Sis. Jenny Wyss (Bro. Ed and Sis.
Kathy) and Bro. Jason and Sis.
Angie Schrock (son ofBro. Steve and
Sis. Gerry Schrock and daughter of
Bruce and Sis. Mary Knapp) were
the weekend ofMay 14-15. We re­
joice with them! What beautiful
words we read in Isaiah 32:17, "And
the work of righteousness shall be
peace; and the effect of righteous­
ness quietness and assurance for­
ever." We sincerely thank Elder
Bro. Peter Petrovic (Sis. Marian,
San Diego, CA) for making the long
trip to be with us. He brought to our
minds the soberingwords, "Surely, I
come quickly," (Rev. 22:20). Also
with us during the weekend were
ministering Bros. Jaye Rinken­
berger (Sis. Peg, Goodfield), Wayne
Wiegand (Sis. Rosemary, Goodfield)
and Randy Kellenberger (Sis. Ka­
ren, Kansas City, MO).

Bro. Matt Steffen (Sis. Deanna,
Princeville, IL) was with us on
Wednesday evening, May 18. He en­
couraged us to aspire to "higher
ground", reminding us of the foun­
dation of faith, of being rooted and
grounded in love and of the gift of
grace to enable the upward climb.

It was good to see Bro. Ron
Kellenberger (Sis. Carole) in church
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again after a long absence. We con­
tinue to miss Sis. Sally Fritz (Bro.
Ed), but hope she will be with us
again soon.

INDIANA, BLUFFTON
Amber Steffen

Elizabeth Frauhiger

"But without faith it is impossi­
ble to pleaseHim: for he that cometh
to God must believe that He is, and
that He is a rewarder of them that
diligently seek Him."

Hebrews 11:6

We rejoice this month with three
dear souls who have realized their
need for a Saviour. Amber Price
(Bro. Steve and Sis. Tonia), Audrey
Stucky (Bro. Cris and Sis. Becky)
and James Agler (Bro. Jim and Sis.
Pam) have begun repenting. Our
prayers are with these youngpeople
as they start their walk with the
Lord.

April 30 andMay 1 was a blessed
weekend for our congregation as we
witnessed the testimonies and bap­
tisms of five dear converts. Our new
brothers and sisters in Christ are:
SistersAmberDehoff(Scott and Sis.
Rita), Bethany Gerber (Bro. Dean
and Sis. Jacki) and Cassi Bertsch
(Bro. Mike and Sis. Carmon) and
Bros. DannyBertsch (Bro. Mike and
Sis. Carmon) and Jordan Stroup
(Bro. Joe and Sis. Julie).

We prayerfully look forward to
May 21-22 as· it is the weekend
scheduled for the testimonies and
baptisms of Wendy Neuen­
schwander (Bro. Dee and Sis.
Laura), Leah Gerber (Bro. Mark
and Sis. Barb), Amber Byerly (Sis.
Susan) and Katy Longenberger
(Bro. Gene and Sis. Joni).

We are thankful for Sis. Jolan
Vidakovics as she is visiting her
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daughters, Sis. Viola Wolf (Bro.
Kent) and Sis. Joli Gerber (Bro.
Alan) in Bluffton. We hope she feels
at home here for the fewmonths she
is away from her home in
Ershekchinad, Hungary.

Carole and Alan Isch have re­
quested our prayers as Carole is fac­
ing serious health issues. Bro. Harry
and Sis. Robin Anderson are also in
need ofprayers as they prepare to go
to China in order to adopt a little
girl. Our prayers are also with our
upcoming Bible School. We pray
that seeds can be planted in the
hearts of our children.

We are thankful for Elder Bro.
Alfred Bahler (Sis. Frances,
Wolcott, IN) for assisting our Elder
Bro. Ed Schwartz with testimonies
and baptisms this month. We were
blessed tohave Bro. Alfred share the
Word with us as well.

May 15 was the wedding day for
Bro. Andy Stoller (Bro. Allen and
Sis. Susan) and Sis. Jenna Francesi
(Bro. Len and Sis. Mary, Bluffton
North). We wish this couple the
Lord's blessings as they begin their
life together.

INDIANA
BLUFFTON NORTH

Darren Drayer
Tiffani Schladenhauffen

"For as often as ye eat this bread,
and drink this cup, ye do shew the
Lord's death till He come."

I Corinthians 11:26

We were reminded of our Sav­
ior's sacrifice as we partook ofHoly
Communion. Helping in this time of
remembrance were Elder Bro. Ron
Messner (Sis. Pam, Washington,
IL), Elder Bro. John Laukhuf (Sis.
Marcia, Latty, OH), and Elder Bro.
Ed Schwartz (Sis. Jeni, Bluffton,
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IN). Wewere thankful that each one
of them could share in this special
time with us.

Kyle Mueller, son of Bro. Dave
and Sis. Terri, and Eric Bucher, son
of Bro. Trent and Sis. Kelli, recog­
nized theyneeded the Savior in their
lives as they began their repentance
this month. We pray for them as
they allow God to make the changes
they need in their lives.

We are prayerful for Sis. Goldie
Stettner (Bro. Howard) as she said
farewell to her brother, Sylvan
Bertsch.

We were blessed to be involved
with two weddings this month. On
May 8 in Princeville, IL, Bro. Mat­
thew Ringger, son ofBro. Steve and
Sis. Myra, was united inmarriage to
Sis. Rachael Stoller (Indianapolis,
IN), daughter ofBro. Bruce and Sis.
Mary (Princeville, IL). We wish
them God's blessings as they make
theirhome together in Indianapolis,
IN. On May 15, we witnessed the
wedding of Sis. Jenna Francesi,
daughter ofBro. Len and Sis. Mary,
and Bro. Andy Stoller (Bluffton,
IN), son ofBro. Allen and Sis. Susan
(Bluffton, IN). Bro. Allen Stoller
(Sis. Susan, Bluffton, IN) shared in
the wedding service. We are looking
forward to having this new couple
worship with us.

Another joyful occurrence was
the birth ofAli Rae, the first daugh­
ter of Bro. Jason and Sis. Anna
Lantz. Ali Rae's thankful grandpar­
ents are Bro. Daniel Jr. and Sis.
Charlene Lantz and Elder Bro.
Bruce and Sis. Charlene Hohulin
(Goodfield, IL).

Lydia Fischer, daughter of Bro.
Steve and Sis. Joyce, is our only
graduating high school senior. We
pray that she will seek God's will in
her next phase of life and will put
Him first in her heart.
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Wehad our annual church spring
cleaning this month. It is a time
when we realize howmuch Bro. Jeff
and Sis. Peg Yergler do for us, and
we want to thank them and their
family for keeping up our church
year round.

Our singles honored their moth­
ers by serving lunch on Mother's
Day Sunday. It is such an encour­
agement to see their smiling faces in
the kitchen and waiting on tables.
We have been so blessed.

We are prayerful for Marcia
Brewster (Bro. Brian), Sis. Rochelle
Gerber (Bro. Rod), and Sis. Lucille
Steffenas theyeach spent sometime
in the hospital this month. We are
also prayerful for Sis. Lisa
Aschliman (Bro. Kelly) as she faces
some health uncertainties. We pray
they would not become discouraged
but would stand fast on the prom­
ises of God.

"But they that wait upon the
Lord shall renew their strength;
they shall mount up with wings as
eagles; they shall run, and not be
weary; and they shall walk, and not
faint."

Isaiah 40:31

INDIANA,FRANCESVILLE
Barbara Huber

We at Francesville wish you
Greetings in our Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ! God has again pro­
vided a season of planting and wa­
tering and it is with anticipation
that we await the fulfillment of the
growing and nurturing of yet an­
other harvest. How safewe are to al­
ways feel His loving hand and
provision before us.

Our Young Group hosted a gath­
ering of high-school age converted
students on the weekend of April
16-17. It is so affirmingto those ofus
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older in the faith to witness the en­
thusiasm and zeal amongouryouth.
Guests were present from Phoenix,
AZ; Bluffton and Bluffton North,
Wolcott, Remington and LaCrosse.
The theme for the weekend was
"God's Wisdom" and we pray that
those present gathered precious
truths on this subjectwhichwillpos­
itively affect them in their lives with
Christ.

We are thankful to give a "Praise
Report" for the safety of our Sis.
Lynne (Bro. Mark) Wuethrich who
was involved in a serious auto acci­
dent on April 18. She was injured
and is recuperating at this time. We
thank God for His protection of her
and give Him all the glory.

Our congregation suffered a loss
in the death of our beloved friend,
James (Jim) Tucker. He was diag­
nosed with cancer approximately
five weeks before his death. He was
the husband of Nadine (Bro. Irvin
and Sis Lois Yaggie) and will be
greatly missed by all of us. Jim had
formanyyears crafted thewoodpro­
jects for our Vacation Bible School
and many of our young people have
special remembrances of his handi­
work. At his funeral service onApril
30, Bro. Brian Huber comforted us
all from the scriptures and relayed
Jim's hope of eternal life in Christ.
We implore our gracious God to
grant comfort to our dear Nadine
and family and all of the Tucker
family. We were blessed to meet
many ofhis family circle at the visi­
tation and funeral. "For we know
that if our earthly house of this ta­
bernacle were dissolved, we have a
building of God, an house not made
with hands, eternal in the heavens."
(II Corinthians 5:1).

Sis. Evelyn Pelsy (Bro. Vernon)
has suffered a light stroke and is
hospitalized at this time. There is
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hope that she will recover and soon
be back at home. Sis. Evelyn has
bornemany health issues and we of­
fer our loving prayers in her behalf.
We value her cheerful countenance
at church and around the commu­
nity and pray that God grants com­
plete healing. "Many are the
afflictions of the righteous: but the
Lord delivereth him out of them
all." (Psalm 34: 19)

Wewereblessedwith a topical Bi­
ble Study given by our Bro. Garry
Bucher (Sis. Lois) from the
Valparaiso congregation. The topic
was "Self-Esteem" and Bro. Garry
sought the Spirit's inspiration into
the topic and thereby gave us all in­
sight to look at ourselves realisti­
cally and always evaluate our lives,
actions and reactions in the light of
God's Word. We thank you, Bro.
Garry and Sis. Lois, and all who ac­
companied you for your willing and
loving service for the kingdom. May
God be your reward!

Withjoywe announce the arrival
ofMarlee Grace to first-time par­
ents, Bro. Jarod and Sis. Molly
Steffen. Baby Marlee arrived on
May 16. Congratulations to Jarod
and Molly as well as grandparents,
Elder Bro. Steve and Sis. Linda
Gutwein of Francesville and Bro.
Roger and Sis. Vicky Steffen of
Remington. It has been said that
"Babies are God's opinion that life
should go on" and it is a joy and
blessing to see a precious child born
into a Christian home. May God
bless the entire family circle.

Once again our reporting for the
month includes joy, blessings,
praise, concerns and sorrows. Letus
all take God at His word and live
contented and peaceful lives of ser­
vice to Him and our loved ones. May
we gladly bear whatever He deems
good for our soul's welfare and al-
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ways remember thatHe is theAlpha
and the Omega and knows the plans
He has for us! "For I know the
thoughts that I think toward you,
saith the Lord, thoughts of peace,
and not of evil, to give you an ex­
pected end." (Jeremiah 29:11)

INDIANA
INDIANAPOLIS
Debbie Anliker
Sandy Lichtle

We rejoicewith Bro. Bert and Sis.
Karen Aeschliman on the birth of
their new granddaughter, Heidi
Eileen, bornonApril 13. Welcoming
Heidi home areherparents,Michael
and Shannon Farrar, and her big
sister, Olivia, ofMidland, TX.

"It is more blessed to give than to
receive."

Acts 20:35

On April 16-17, we had "Out­
reach Weekend." Many young peo­
ple joyfully gave of their time and
efforts to help those in need in our
community.

"And they twain shall be one
flesh: so then they are no more
twain, but one flesh."

Mark 10:8

On April 24, Bro. J.R. Sauder
(Bro. John and Sis. Peg, Morton, IL)
and Sis. Tiffany Schwab (Bro. Jon
and Sis. Wendy, Wolcott, IN) were
united in Holy Matrimony in
Remington, IN. OnMay8, Bro.Matt
Ringger (Bro. Steve and Sis. Myra,
Bluffton North, IN) and Sis.
Rachael Stoller (Bro. Bruce and Sis.
Mary, Princeville, IL) were married
in Princeville, IL. We rejoice with
both couples as they make their
homes here in Indy, and we pray for
God's blessings upon their new lives
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together as one in the Lord.
We warmly welcome Sis. Betsy

Gutwein (Francesville, IN) andBro.
Kent Bahler (Wolcott, IN) to our
congregation. Also, we welcome
home for several months Bro. Stan
and Sis. Andrea Gutwein and their
three childrenwho have recently re­
turned from the mission field. We
sadly bid farewell to Bro. Stu, Sis.
Alivia, andAva Gutwein this month
as theyhavemovedtoLafayette, IN.

Congratulations to our gradu­
ates this year. Our high school grad­
uate is Bro. Michael Zeller (Bro. Eric
and Sis. Ginny). Our college gradu­
ates are Sis. Jenny Gutwein (Bro.
Luke), Bro. Joel Zeller (Sis. Tricia),
and Joshua Freed (Bro. Tom and
Sis. Kathy). We pray for God's con­
tinued guidance and wisdom for
their lives.

We appreciate the labors of love
of our visiting minister this month,
Bro. Erik Givens (Sis. Debbie,
Princeville, IL). Thankyou for shar­
ing God's Word with us.

INDIANA, LACROSSE
Shirley Frank
CathyNuest

We are thankful that Philip
Nuest (Dan and Sis. Cathy) hasbeen
announced as having found peace
with God and man. We want to re­
member Philip in our prayers as he
awaits the opportunity to tell the
church how God has worked in his
heart. There are yet more converts
here who are continuing to strive
against this world. We pray that this
will encourage and refresh them in
their spiritual battle, as well as pro­
voke more hearts to repentance.
Lord willing, a date for testimony
andbaptism is tentatively set for the
weekend ofJuly 10.
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Kindly heaven smiles above,
When there's love at home;
All the earth is filled with love,
When there's love at home.
Sweeter sings the brooklet by,
Brighter beams the azure sky;
0 there's One who smiles on high,
When there's love at home.

Hymns ofZion #64

Werejoicewith Bro.John Sawyer
and Sis. Melinda Heinold on the an­
nouncement of their engagement.
Their parents are John and Thelma
Sawyer (Kouts, IN) and Bro. Glen
and Sis. Sandy Heinold. May the
Lord be near them in the coming
days as they make preparations for
their wedding day.

There are several in our congre­
gation who continue to need our
prayers because ofhealth concerns.
Sis. Erma Moser's health has de­
clined within the past months. Sis.
Connie Knobloch has undergone
surgery and Lucille Nuest has not
been able to assemble with us.

We would like to congratulate
our graduates this year. High school
graduates are Jimmy Barber, Bro.
Ross Feller, Bro. Brad Frank, Sis.
Heidi Nuest and Bro. Ned Troxel.
Bro. Josh Johnson has finished his
college education. May the Lord
bless and guide them as they pre­
pare for the future.

This past school year, Bro. Tom
and Sis. Lu.Ann Troxel have hosted
an exchange student from Ger­
many. Tomas Hoenicke will be re­
turning to his home at the end of
June. Wepraythathewill take back
precious memories of our faith and
may it have an impact on his future.
We will miss him.

Ouryounggroup enjoyed aweek­
end offellowship with brothers and
sisters from various congregations.
Then on Sunday evening, we had an
all church singing. It was a blessing
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to all.

INDIANA, LEO
Ethelyn Schlatter

Bro. Kevin and Sis. Tonya Stoller
welcomed their second son, Isaiah
Robert, onApril 30. Isaiah's brother
is Elijah; his grandparents are Bro.
John and Sis. Patsy Stoller and Bro.
Bob and Sis. Nancy Wieland
(Princeville, IL).

Elder Bro. Steve Gutwein
(Francesville, IN) assisted Elder
Bro. Lynn at Natalie Stieglitz's tes­
timony serviceApril 30. Natalie was
baptized on Sunday, May 1. It was
the same day her great - grand­
mother, Mildred Stavenik
Schlatter, was baptized 83 years
earlier.

A large group ofladies from near
and far enjoyed the spring luncheon
on May 14. The theme was "New
Life" -II Car. 5: 17 "Therefore ifany
man be in Christ, he is a new crea­
ture: old things are passed away: be­
hold, all things are become new."

We extend our sympathy to Bro.
Lynn (Sis. Chris) Klopfenstein and
family on the death of his cousin,
Gaylord Widner, who attended Leo
Sunday School in his youth.

We welcome Bro. Marc and Sis.
Diann Grim, their two sons, Isaac
and Micah, who have come from
Bloomington, IL, to serve at Gate­
wayWoods. May you feel the Lord's
strength and blessing.

The world, I thought, belonged to
me

Goods, gold and people, land and
sea

Where'er I walked beneath God's
sky

In those old days my word was "I",

Years passed; there flashed my
pathway near
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The fragment of a vision dear;
My former word no more sufficed,
And what I said was "I and

Christ."

But, 0, the more I looked on Him
His glory grew, while mine grew

dim,
I shrank so small, He towered so

high,
All I dared say was "Christ and I."

Years more the vision held its
place

And looked me steadily in the face;
I speak now in humbler tone,
And what I say is "Christ alone."
-unknown

INDIANA, MILFORD
Carlton Beer
Carol Haab

May 1 was the wedding day for
Bro. Rob Schlipf and Sis. Kim
Young. Parents of the happy couple
are Bro. Rich and Sis. Kathy Schlipf
and Bro. David and Sis. Barbara
Young (Bloomington, IL). We wel­
come Sis. Kim to our congregation
and wish them God's blessings as
theybegin their life together as man
and wife.

Bro. Jesse Beer and Bro. Bill
Longcor experienced surgery this
month. We are thankful they are
once again able to assemble with us.
May they feel God's healing power
as they continue to recuperate.

We were blessed to have Bro. Jon
Zeller (Sis. Christine, Morton, IL)
and Elder Bro. Dave Graf (Sis. Barb,
Akron, OH) minister to us this
month. It is so refreshing to see the
love ofGod shine through ourminis­
tering brothers. We thank them for
their labors on our behalf.

We want to extend our congratu­
lations to our graduates this spring.
LauraBowerman (Bro. Bob and Sis.
Sue) graduated from high school
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and Sis. Julie Beer (Bro. Dan and
Sis. Deb) is our college graduate.
May they feel God's guidance as
they look to the future.

Once again it is time to honor our
fathers on Father's day. We love and
appreciate all the faithful fathers in
our congregation and pray the Lord
will bless each one. We are also
thankful for our Heavenly Father
who watches over us, listens to all
our concerns, and is everby our side.

Recently the devastation of the
wars that rage in Iraq andAfghani­
stan was brought home to our small
community. A teacher at our local
middle school lost her husband
when thejeep inwhich hewas a pas­
sengerhit a landmine and exploded.
He was committed to helping the

1 Afghan people reconstruct their
country and lives. When asked why
he reenlisted to go back to Afghani­
stan, his reply was, "If not me, who
will?" After hearing this, I had to
thank, what arewe as Christians do­
ing with our lives? Are we reaching
out to others, allowing God to direct
us to help those less fortunate than
ourselves? Or are we content to
stand back and remain in our own
comfort zone and do nothing? We
don't need to go to a foreign land to
help others. There are many within
our communities that are in need
both physically and spiritually. Je­
sus said," ...verily I sayunto you, In­
asmuch as ye have done it unto one
of the least ofthese my brethren, ye
have done it unto me." (Matthew
25:40). May we always be willing to
reach out to those in need as Jesus
instructed us to do.

INDIANA, REMINGTON
Beth Virkler
Tammy Waibel

Greetings from Remington.
School will be out by the time this
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gets out and we would like to an­
nounce our graduates in both the
High School and College levels. This
year from High School the gradu­
ates are: JenniferPierce (Randyand
Sonia Pierce) and Luke Wahl (Bro.
Fred and Sis. Libby). College Gradu­
ates are: Sis. Abby Clauss (Bro. Rex
and Sis. Tammy), Bro. Eric Frantz
(Joe and Sis. Cheri), Bros. Joel and
Nathan Virkler (Bro. Stan and Sis.
Beth). We would like to send a spe­
cial thank you to all of those who
helped our youth work and achieve
their goals in school.

Mar lee Grace was born to
first-time parents, Bro. Jerod and
Sis. Molly Steffen, on May 16.
Grandparents are: Elder Bro. Steve
and Sis. Linda Gutwein (Frances­
ville, IN) and Bro. Roger and Sis.
Vicki Steffen. May the Lord watch
over this little family.

Bro. Brian Waibel (Sis. Wendy,
Champaign, IL) was our visiting
minister thismonth. Thankyou and
your family for giving ofyourselves
and coming to worship with us.

In closingwewant to say "Thank
You" to all of the fathers out there.
Thank you for being the spiritual
leader in the home. And "Thank
Thee", Heavenly Father, for send­
ing Thy Son here on earth so that
one daywewouldhave awayto Thee
agam.

INDIANA, SOUTH BEND
Melissa Gerst
Stacey Feller

We have recently been blessed by
several visiting ministers. Elder
Bros. Curt Frank (Lacrosse, IN) and
Ron Schambach (Elgin, IL) shared
the holy sacrament of Communion
with our congregation in April.
Bros. Tom Troxel (Lacrosse, IN),
Joe Gerst (Iowa City, IA), and Walt
Rager (Toledo, OH) had occasions to
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visit family in our congregation, and
we appreciated their willingness to
minister to us.

As we remember and honor our
mothers and fathers, may we be in­
spired to pass the spiritual torch on
to our children:

"Only take heed to thyself, and
keep thy soul diligently, lest thou
forget the things which thine eyes
have seen, and lest they depart from
thy heart all the days ofthy life: but
teach them thy sons, and thy sons'
sons;"

Deut. 4:9

INDIANA
WEST LAFAYETTE

Diana Houston
Nettie Haab

We appreciate the visitingminis­
ters and thank them for their con­
tinued service in presenting the
gospel. They were Elder Bro. Lynn
Stieglitz (Sis. Leonda, Leo, IN), Bro.
Steve Baner (Sis. Donnalou,
Gridley, IL), Bro. John Reinhard
(Sis. Pam, Bluffton, IN), Elder Bro.
Alfred Bahler (Sis. Frances,
Wolcott, IN), and Elder Bro. Kent
Heimer (Sis. Jan, Taylor, MO).

Once again it's graduation time.
High school graduates are Cameron
Walder, Nick Carson, Blaine
Furrer, Sis. AshtonBahler. Praying
for God's clear direction for them as
they enter into a new area of life.

College graduates are Bro. Mark
Reinhard, Bro. Seth Beer, Bro. Brad
Widmer, Sis. Nicole Knobloch, Bro.
Kellan Kershner, Jeremy Littell,
Bro. Jon Eide, Sis. Marti
Hinrichsen, Bro. Dustin Gutwein,
Bro. Ben

Bucher, Bro. Eric Frantz, Josh
Cook, Josh Freed, Bro. Joel Virkler,
Bro. Nathan Virkler, Mindy Ames,
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Sis. Joy Gutwein, Bro. Phil Huber,
Bro. Austin Harris, Sis. Brandy
Schwab, Sis. Beth Tonner. We will
miss those students who made their
home here for what seems a short
time and will be leaving. May God
pour out blessings, protection and
guidance as they allmove to newand
different phases of their life. Also
we look forward to new high school
graduates starting college in the
fall.

INDIANA, WOLCOTT
Elaine Bahler
Lisa Furrer

Having first committed their
lives to the Lord, Sis. Tiffany
Schwab and Bro. J.R. Sauder com­
mitted their lives to one another in
holy matrimony on April 24. Par­
ents of the couple are Bro. Jon and
Sis. Wendy Schwab and Bro. John
and Sis. Peg Sauder (Morton, IL).
Their wedding day was even more
special as Sis. Tiffany's grandfa­
ther, retired Elder Bro. Wendell
Gudeman (Francesville, IN), con­
ducted the marriage ceremony as­
s is t e d by Bro. Ken Wuethrich
(Indianapolis, IN). We wish Sis. Tif­
fany and Bro. J.R. God's richest
blessings as they establish their new
home near Indianapolis and assem­
ble with the congregation there.

Bro. Derek and Sis. Theresa
Blumewereblessedwith thebirth of
Levi Lynn on April 29. Big sister,
Emma Rose, eagerly welcomed her
new baby brother as well as grand­
parents, Bro. Larry and Sis. Lynell
Blume and Bro. Tim and Sis. Rachel
Schwab. Bro. Bob and Sis. Luann
Gerber andBro. Glen andSis. Sandy
Heinold (Lacrosse, IN) are also ex­
cited with the birth of their grand­
son, DavidJon, born to Bro. Eric and
Sis. Bobbi Ann Heinold (Lacrosse,
IN) on May 20. David will be a good
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playmate forhis older brother, Dan­
iel.

"I was glad when they said to me,
Letus go into thehouse oftheLord."

Psalm 122:1

After manymonths of construct­
ing a new addition and remodeling,
how glad and thankful we are to
once again assemble in our church
house. Mere words cannot express
the appreciation for all those who
gave of themselves for this project,
but we have faith to believe that God
will showerHisblessings upon them
and reward their efforts of love.

We were thankful to have Elder
Bros. Aaron Steffen (Alto, MI), Ed
Schwartz (Bluffton, IN), Steve
Gutwein (Francesville, IN), and
Dan Kilgus (Remington, IN) assem­
ble with us. Their ministry and
counsel was a tremendous blessing
and we thank them for sharing
God's Word with us.

Prayers for God's healing power
are offered for Brett Schwab (Bro.
Jon and Sis. Wendy) who suffered a
broken leg.

Congratulations are extended to
our college graduates: Sis. Brandy
Schwab (Bro. Jon and Sis. Wendy)
and Bro. Austin Harris (Mike and
Sis. Nancy Scott). May God grant
them the wisdom to use wisely the
knowledge they have gained.

Graduating from high school are
Eric Bahler (Chris and Sis. Teresa),
Clint Blume (Bro. Larry and Sis.
Lynell), and Garrison Gudeman
(Tom Gudeman and Elaine
Gudeman). Congratulations to
them on their achievements and
may God direct their paths as they
begin a new phase of life.

We say "Welcome Home" to Bro.
Glenn and Sis. Norma Blume who
havemovedbackfromSarasota, FL.
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We have missed their presence and
are thankful to have them back
among their family.

IOWA, BURLINGTON
Brenda Schulz
Laurie Schulz

We were blessed to partake of
Holy Communion this past month.
Elder Bro. Tom Stock (Cissna Park,
IL) came to assist our Elder Bro.Jon
Schmidgall.

Our prayers are with Bro. Dave
and Sis. Sandy, Sis. Jaclyn and
Jessica Schaer, as Sis. Sandy's
mother, Sis. Wilma Stoller
(Oakville, IA), has passed away.

We pray also for God's comfort
for Bro. Dallas and Sis. Christy
Massner, as her grandmother, Sis.
Bernice Frank (Oakville, IA), has
gone to her reward.

Sis. Evelyn (Bro. Dale) Massner's
sister, Marie Fisher (West Bend,
IA), reached the end of her earthly
pathway. May God be their Com­
forter.

Bro. Bill (Sis. Rosie) Oberman's
sister, Ruth Schnupper, has also
passed away. We pray they too can
feel God's comfort.

Thismonth was also thewedding
of Bro. Philip Schulz and Sis. Kelli
Frank (Oakville, IA). We rejoice
with them and their parents, Bro.
Gary and Sis. Melody Schulz, and
Bro. Dale and Sis. Tina Frank
(Oakville, IA). We are pleased to
have Sis. Kelli with us here.

We were happy to hear of the en­
gagement ofBro. JordanKnapp and
Sis. Heidi Fehr, both ofWest Bend.
Their parents are Bro. Brian and
Sis. Lorna Knapp ofBurlington and
Bro. Jim and Sis. Sharon Fehr of
West Bend.

Our prayers are with Bro. Earl
Massner (Sis. Ada), who has been in
the hospital.
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IOWA, ELGIN
Gloria Frieden
Heidi Butikofer

As June has a date set aside to re-
member our fathers, my thoughts
turn to some of their scriptural du­
ties.

Teach - their children the stat­
utes and commandments of God.
(Deut. 6)

Train - their children in the way
they should go. (Proverbs 22:6)

Nurture - "Provoke not your
children to wrath, but bring them
up in the nurture and admonition of
the Lord." (Eph. 6:4)

Provide - for those of his own
house. (I Timothy 5:8)

Chastise and correct- "Chastise
thy son while there is hope, and let
not thy soul spare for his crying."
(Proverbs 19:18). "Withhold not
correction from the child ... " (Prov­
erbs 23:13)

We were recently blessed with a
surprise visit from ministering Bro.
Nathan Wieland and his wife, Sis.
Suzanne (Goodfield, IL). May God
be with them and continue to pro­
vide as they serve the Lord, to­
gether. We trust they will feel
welcome to return often.

Kathryn Schneider plans to
move back to Pennsylvania to be
closer to her family. We wish her
God's nearness andmay she feel our
love and prayers.

IOWA, IOWA CITY
Diana Butikofer

Congratulations to our college
graduates, Heidi Landherr and Ra­
chel Reker. We wish them God's
blessings and guidance as they be­
gin their careers.

As Memorial Day and Independ­
ence Day approach, we are re-

SILVER LINING

minded ofthe sacrifice ofso many to
obtain or preserve our freedoms.
Our greatest gratitude goes to the
Onewho gave His life to free us from
sin's slavery.

IOWA, LESTER
Dawn Knobloch
Dawn Metzger

Bro. Roger Aberle (Sabetha, KS)
so kindly shared God'sWordwithus
this past month. We appreciate our
ministering brethren who willingly
labor on our behalf. May they al­
ways seek God's direction and spirit
as they share the Living Word.

We rejoicewithAndreaKnobloch
as she professes she has found her
peace. May she treasure this above
all else in this life. Andrea's parents
are Bro. Stan and Sis. Dawn
Knobloch.

Ourhearts ache for those that are
suffering, some grievously ill. Those
that have been in need of hospital­
ization this past month were Alex
Moser (Bro. Wes and Sis. Esther),
Laban Metzger (Bro. Jared and Sis.
Karla), Bro. Elmer Metzger (Sis.
Mariann), Bro. Ron Kellenberger,
Bro. Lawerence Wulf, Bro. Al
Knobloch (Sis. Lucy), Sis. Emma
Meyer, and Sis. FreidaMogler (Bro.
Andy). We trust God's healing
touch is shared according to His
will.

We extend our best wishes to
these couples who have shared their
engagements. Darin Knobloch and
Stacy Kroon are making plans for
an upcoming marriage. Bro. Larry
and Sis. Sheryl Knobloch are
Darin's parents. On May 1, the be­
trothal of Bro. Dana Metzger and
Sis. Kary Hartterwas announced to
our congregation. Parents of this
couple are Bro. Marvin and Sis.
Joleen Metzger and Bro. Jerome
and Sis. Gail Hartter.
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We welcome back Katie Metzger
to our area. Katie is the daughter of
Bro. Bruce and Sis. HarrietMetzger
and has lived away from our area for
atime. We're glad to haveherback.

Our congratulations are ex­
tended to all our graduates. Those
graduating from high school this
year are Jonathan Feuchtenberger
(Bro. Tim and Sis. Beth), Sara
Leuthold (Bro. Dougand Charlene),
Elyse Meyer (Bro. Denis and Sis.
Jill), Tim Molitor (Bob and Carol),
Julie Popkes (Bro. Greg and Sis.
Lori), Austin Knobloch (Bro. Denis
and Sis. Jackie), Daniel Messner
(Bro. Henry and Sis. Charlene),
Rosalee Mogler (Bro. Brian and Sis.
Bev) and TessaMoser (Bro. Wes and
Sis. Esther). College graduates this
spring are Chad DeSmet and Stacey
DeSmet (Bro. Bob and Sis. Shirley),
Kristy Popkes (Bro. Greg and Sis.
Lori), Colin Moser (Bro. Rick and
Sis. Lori), Kent Moser (Bro. Donn
and Sis. Joyce) and Chris Metzger
(Bro. Bruce and Sis. Harriet).

IOWA, OAKVILLE
Rosalie Wiegand
Sharla Wiegand

Our church family has bid fare­
well to several brethren as they
passed from this life into eternity.
OnApril 20, Sis. Bernice Frank (late
Bro. Ernie) passed away. She leaves
behind her children, Sis. Marian
Pflum (Bro. Lyle) of Taylor, MO,
and Bro. Curt Frank (Sis. Kathy)
and many grandchildren and great­
grandchildren.

Sis. Wilma Stoller (Bro. Vernon)
was relieved from her suffering and
illness on April 24. Her daughter,
Sis. Sandy Schaer (Bro. Dave), and
two granddaughters mourn her
passing. Ministering Bros. Bob
Pflederer (Morton, IL) and Glenn
Dill (Tremont, IL) had a part in the
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service.
We were greatly saddened at the

sudden passing of Bro. Ervin Marti
(Sis. Teresa) on April 25, even
though he had been taking treat­
ments for an illness. Our sympathy
goes out to his beloved wife and
daughters, Sis. Stefanie Stoller
(Bro. Dave), Sis. Stacia Tapp (Bro.
Brian) and Sis. Shayla Steiner (Bro.
Randy) and to his granddaughters
whom he loved dearly. Ministering
Bro. Gary Endress (Bradford, IL)
had a prayer at the funeral.

On May 1, Bro. Philip Schulz
(Bro. Gary and Sis. Melody,
Burlington, IA) and Sis. Kelli Frank
(Bro. Dale and Sis. Tina) exchanged
marriage vows. We appreciated the
help ofBro. Brandon Emch (Kansas
City, MO) and Bro. Joe Gerst (Iowa
City, IA).

It was announced onMay 15 that
Sis. Denise Lanz (Bro. Ken and Sis.
Janet) is betrothed to Bro. Greg
Fehr (Bro. Dan and Sis. Eunice,
West Bend). Our sincerest congrat­
ulations are extended to them as
theymakeplans for theirnew life to­
gether.

IOWA
BLOOMFIELD/PULASKI

Barbara Schock
On April 23, Elder Bro. Don

Braker (Sis. Eileen, Kansas City)
helped our Elder Bro. Doug Schock
serve Communion. Bro. Don had
done some studying on Roman cru­
cifixion, and he was able to walk us
through a regular one. I cringed at
times, and talking to other brothers
and sisters, I wasn't the only one.
The pain that Christ went through!
And all because ofus. We thankBro.
Don for his time and efforts.

We also have had two other visit­
ing ministers. On May 8, Bro. Brad
Funk (Sis. Laura, Garden Grove)
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was here. On May 15, Bro. Glenn
Dill (Sis. Marilyn, Tremont) was
here for the weekend. We thank
these brothers for takingthe time to
come and preach the Word to us.

Also onMay 15, we had a farewell
for Sis. Sheila Beutel as she is mov­
ing back to Tremont. She has lived
out here for the past two years while
attending college. We will miss her,
but wish her God's blessings and
guidance now and in the future.

While we lost one, we gained six.
We joyfully welcome Bro. Tim and
Sis. MaryMaibach, and their family,
Sis. Rachel, Bro. Samuel, Daniel,
and Phillip, to our congregation
from Smithville. May God bless
them in their continuance of their
earthly pilgrimage, as others in the
past. To the end and purpose, that,
as many as are called and obey, they
might receive the promises.
(Heb.11:8-10).

As Father's Dayapproaches, may
we each take the time to thank our
earthly fathers for everything they
have done for us through out the
years. And while we remember our
fathershere ona special day, let's re­
member to thank our Heavenly Fa­
ther every day.

IOWA, WEST BEND
Lori Skoglund
Sue Schneider

Our congregation sympathizes
with the family ofMarie Fisher who
passed away after many months of
serious health problems. Marie is
survived by two daughters, Anita
Fisher ofWest Bend and Carrie
Fisher ofTrenton, MO, and a sister,
Evelyn Massner (Bro. Dale), of
Oakville, IA.

"Blessedare they thatmourn; for
they shall be comforted."

Matthew 5:4
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JuliaFehr, theyoungdaughterof
Bro. Cory and Sis. Jennifer, and Sis.
PearlAnlikerwere surgical patients
this past month. We pray God's
healing power will continue to bless
them both.

Joel Kellenberger (Teresa) is un­
dergoing treatment for medical
problems. May God be with and
bless him and his family. Several
families in our congregation are
dealing with serious illnesses in
their families.We thinkespecially of
Joan Traub with her son, Jerry, and
Bro. Cameron Knobloch (Sis.
Tammy) and his father, Bro. Alfred,
from the Lester congregation. We
keep them all in our thoughts and
prayers.

Bro. Bill Dotterer (Sis. Sharon,
Lamar, MO) blessed our assembly
with a visit in late April. Bro. Bill
stressed the meaning of love. There
is a Godly lovewhich is shown in our
obedience to God, and a love that we
have for each other. This love is ex­
pressed in our efforts to help one an­
other get to heaven.

"Along the river of time we glide
... the swiftly flowing resistless tide
. .. "The swift passage oftime ismost
notable at the milestones in life.
Reaching their goal of high school
graduation are Trent Banwart (Bro.
Ken and Sis. Marlene), Becky
Bormann (Ralph and Melanie),
ClarkBruellman (Bro. Dave andSis.
Yvonne), Lena Bruellman (Bro.
Mark and Sis. Deb), Jessie Leman
(Bro. Dale and Sis. Lezlee), Logan
Metzger (Jerry and Joy), Betsy
Mogler (Bro. Chuck and Sis. Beth),
and Krisa Schmidt (Jamie and
Linda). Many others have reached
educational goals at this time also.
As they strike out on the new paths
created by the groundwork of this
schooling, may their futures be un-
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dergirded by God's will.

"My son, forget not my law; but
let thine heart keep my command­
ments: For length of days and long
life, and peace, shall they add to
thee."

Proverbs 3: 1-2

Two couples have been led in
faith to become engaged. Bro. Jor­
dan Knapp (Bro. Brian and Sis.
Lorna, Burlington, IA) and Sis.
Heidi Fehr (Bro. Jim and Sis.
Sharon) plan to marry in June. And
Bro. Greg Fehr (Bro. Dan and Sis.
Eunice) and Sis. Denise Lanz (Bro.
Ken and Sis. Janet, Oakville, IA) are
anticipating a July wedding. May
God bless this special time in their
lives.

Kiersten Ann was born on May
16 to thankful parents, Bro.Jeffand
Sis. LaRae Montag, and happy sis­
ters, Karissa and Jenna. Grandpar­
ents, Bro. Ken and Sis. Marlene
Banwart and Mr. and Mrs. Ed
Montag, enjoy the benefits of living
close by.

The following day, Bro. Jason
and Sis. Angie Fehr welcomedDrew
Douglas into the world. Caleb and
Kara will enjoy their little brother
alongwith grandparents, Bro. Den­
nis and Sis. Judy Fehr and Elder
Bro. Dennis and Sis. EstherWarner
(Lester, IA).

This correspondent would like to
share the message in the card pur­
chased for her father this year in
hopes it will encourage all fathers in
this most worthy role.

Thinking of You, Dad
It takes someone strong to stop

and listen to one along life's
way.

It takes someone wise to lead one
back when the heart's gone
astray.
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It takes someone special to be a
dad who's thoughtful, kind and
dear.

It takes a man to be a father ...
each day throughout the year.

JAPAN, SHIODA
Eiko Nozawa

OnApril 24, Bro.Willis Ehnle an­
nouncedthe engagement ofourdear
Bro. Akihiro Ito to Sis. Carrie
Sauder (Tremont, IL). We are re­
joicing with them, and are looking
forward to seeing them. Bro.
Akihiro is from our Shioda Church
but is presently attending our
church in Tremont. May God bless
and guide them when they prepare
for their wedding and their life to­
gether.

On Mother's Day a group of us
visited Ichinomiya Hot-SpringHos­
pital and handed a small gift and a
card to each lady patient. We wish
themquickrecovery so that they can
go home soon to be with a family
again. May God touch their hearts
with His love.

Sis. Haruko Saegusa still resides
at the Ichinomiya Care Center. She
doesn't speakverymuchbut she can
follow along in the Bible when it is
read to her. She also folds her hands
for prayer.

Four sisters in faith, from the
States, visited at the Shioda Church
for one day, Friday, May 13. They
were Sis. KristaBanwart, St. Louis;
Sis. Tina Fehr, Kansas City; Sis.
Crystal Klopfenstein, Peoria; and
Sis. Melissa Mangers, Morton.

JAPAN, TOKYO
Kay Kellenberger

We are thankful that Bro.
Yoshiyo Yamazaki is healing and
feeling better day by day. We con­
tinue to lift him in prayer and look
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forward to the day he will be able to
fellowship with us again at church.
We rejoice with Bro. Akihiro Ito and
Sis. Carrie Sauder in their recent en­
gagement. We pray God's richest
blessings as they grow together in
God's love. We anticipate their visit
to Japan.

We are thankful for Elder Bro.
Akito Inoue's safejourney as he vis­
ited Chicago, IL, for the Missions
Committee meeting and then trav­
eled to Croghan, NY.

We held our annual business
meeting. May each one receive a
blessing for the efforts they put
forth.

We were so thankful for the visit
of Sis. Tina Fehr, Sis. Krista
Banwart, Sis. MelissaMangers, and
Sis. Crystal Klopfenstein as they
stoppedbyJapan on theirway home
from visiting Sis. Stephanie Moser
in China. The brethren really en­
joyed their company and fellowship
as they traveled with them to many
different places in Japan.

Heart with heart in love united,
Seek upon God's heart repose.

Let your love, to flames ignited, To
the Savior upward flow.

He the Head and we His members;
He the light and we the glow;

He the Master we His brethren, In
true fellowship we grow.

Each should stimulate the other,
Childlike, tractable and meek,

In the steps of Christ to follow,
who in death our life did seek.

Let us ever be awakened, All our
powers day by day,

Willingly to give in service And His
kindness to repay.

Let us then be so united As Thou
with the Father art,

That not one of Thy weak mem­
bers Here on earth shall stand
apart.
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From the flames of Thy own burn­
ing May our light partake its
glow;

And that we are Thy disciples All
the world may surely know.
Zion's Harp #33, vs. 1,4,5

KANSAS, BERN
Sheri Edelman
Rita Menold

Emily Strahm (Bro. Curt and Sis.
Ellen), has given her life to God in
repentance, and has found the won­
derful peace that passeth all under­
st anding. We look forward to
witnessing her proving and, Lord
willing, baptism in the near future.

Bro. Terry and Sis. Dayra
Menold welcomed little Lucas Allen
into their home onApril 27! Big sis­
ters are Norea andMadison. Happy
grandparents are Bro. James and
Sis. Lou Menold and Bro. Jim and
the late Sis. Jeanne Meyer.

OnMay 9, Amber Jo Strahmwas
welcomed into the hearts and home
ofBro. Lynn and Sis. Sally Strahm!
Big sister Tessa is excited to have a
new playmate! Grandparents are
Bro. Dale and Sis. Shelby Strahm
and Bro. Dennis and Sis. Beth
Hartter, of the Sabetha congrega­
tion.

Benji Strahm and Kim Sander
have announced their engagement
and are planning a December wed­
ding. Parents of the couple are Bro.
Elwin and Sis. Mary Strahm, and
Glenn and Mary Sander. We wish
them God's blessings and guidance
as they plan their life together.

The weekend ofApril 15-17 our
congregation was so very blessed to
have ministering Bro. Ted Witzig,
Jr. and his wife, Sis. Donna, from
Morton, IL, with us. Bro. Ted held a
Bible Study at Kansas State Univer­
sity on Friday evening, then on Sat­
urday spoke to the church on
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different topics in the morning and
evening. Sundaywewere privileged
to hear him preach theWord ofGod
once again! We thankyou, Bro. Ted,
for lending ofyourself1

Those requiring medical treat­
ment this month were Bro. Dan
Edelman, Sis. Stella Moser (Bro.
Reuben), and Sis. Nancy Rokey
(Bro. Galen). We wish each ofthem
God's healing powers!

Bro. Alphia Strahm has recently
been moved into the Apostolic
Christian Nursing Home. We pray
that God will be with Bro. Alphia in
his new environment.

Sis. Anna Esslinger (Bro. Dennis
and Sis. Gerty) has completed her
schooling and graduated from
WashburnUniversity. We wish Sis.
Anna the best as she begins her em­
ployment in the Topeka, KS area.

As we thank our earthly fathers
for all they do as Father's Day ap­
proaches, may we always be thank­
ful to our Heavenly Father for
sendingHis onlybegotten Son to die
and shed His blood on the Cross for
our sins! What asacrificeHemade!

KANSAS, FORT SCOTT
Ethel Smith

God's grace and peace to all from
our Lord and Redeemer. As we ap­
proach this Memorial Day season,
we especially want to remember our
troops who are fighting for peace
and freedom. We are thankful that
through our Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ, we can have peace in our
hearts, even when there is turmoil
throughout the world.

April 23-24, our church hosted
the 5th and 6th grade Sunday school
classes from Colorado, KC and
Lamar, MO, and the Kansas
Churches. ElderBro.WayneGrimm
(Sis. Rose, West Bend, IA) was the
guest speaker. His topics included
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dangers of Internet, cheating-hon­
esty, lust-fornication, drugs-alco­
hol, choosing friends and careers.
He challenged them to use the Bible
as a guide the same way one would
use a road map to reach their desti­
nation. "Seek ye first the kingdom
of God and all these things shall be
added unto you." (Matthew 6:33).
The young people were very atten­
tive.

Our Elder Bro. John Lehman
(Sis. Connie) came for Wednesday
evening services, May 11, and to
visit with our converts. He lovingly
reminded us that if we stay in the
shadow of the cross, we will be pro­
tected from the evils of this
world... stay close to God andHewill
stay close to you. Other visiting
ministers this past monthwere Bro.
David Marquart (Sis. Lori, Taylor,
MO), and Bro. Brandon Emch (Sis.
Maria, Kansas City, MO). We are so
very thankful for their messages
from God's Word and the encour­
agementbrought tous, aswell as the
fellowship. May God bless each of
you and your families.

Earthly security is uncertain but
God is always faithful.

KANSAS, KIOWA
Jenny Stewart

Laura Wagenbach
Another school year has come to

an end, andwith it also comesgradu­
ation. A close to one part oflife, and
an exciting beginning to the future.
We wish to congratulate our high
school graduate, Sis. Chelsie Bahr
(Bro. Jeffand Sis. Janice). Graduat­
ing from middle school are LaNae
Wagenbach (Bro. Ken and Sis.
Laura) and John Reimer (Diedrich
andHelen). We pray for theseyoung
people as theyjourney onwith their
education.
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"I can do all things through
Christ which strengtheneth me."

Philippians 4:13

The junior Bible class and spon­
sors enjoyed a fun-filled weekend
fellowship held at Fort Scott for all
the area churches. Everyone had a
wonderful weekend and we would
like to thank Fort Scott for their
time and efforts.

As the summermonthspass, may
we all seek His grace for guidance
and safety in all that we do.

KANSAS
LAMONT-GRIDLEY

Eileen Bahr
May God be with our graduates

and may His blessings light their
lives. Sis. EsterKnobloch (Bro. Tom
and Sis.Jeri) received aB.A. inMed­
ical Technology from Wichita Uni­
versity; and high school graduates
are Sis. Marie Luthi (Elder Bro. Jay
and Sis. Jane), Kara Kraft (Bro.
Doug and Sis. Judy) and Nathan
Knobloch (Bro. Tom and Sis. Jeri).

There seems to be a special bless­
ing granted farmer grandfathers
and sons when they are blessedwith
a babyboy. Gavin Lee Isch was born
May 17 to Justin and Liz Isch.
Grandparents are Bro. Ron and Sis.
Jane Isch.

Bro. EldonMetzgerhas beenhos­
pitalized and scheduled to have sur­
gery today as I write this (5/18).

KANSAS, SABETHA
Dawn Strahm
Rebekah Beyer

Our congregation was thankful
to welcome Jacob Hartter (Bro.
Dave and Sis. Beth) into the body of
believers on the weekend ofApril 30
- May 1. Jacob's grandparents are
Bro. Virgil and Sis. Marie Hartter
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and Bro. Eldon and Sis. Waneta
Plattner (Bern). Sharing in the
proving of this dear soul was Elder
Bro. Wayne Grimm (West Bend, IA)
and Elder Bro. John Lehman (Bern,
KS).

On May 1 4 we were blessed to
spend the evening in remembrance
ofour Lord's suffering and death on
the cross as we partook ofHoly Com­
munion. Elder Bro. Don Braker
(Kansas City, MO) assisted our El­
der Bro. Gerry Hertzel in this work.
Bro. Dale Zeltwanger (Morris, MN)
shared God's Word with us on
Sunday, May 15. His ministry was
appreciated as he openedup to scrip­
tures of the Passover and then Je­
sus' crucifixion.

With mixed emotions we said
farewell to two dear couples this
past month. A potluck supper and
singing was held on Sunday, April
24, for Bro. Willard and Sis. Eloise
Bahr who are relocating to Detroit,
MI, to be near their children. On
Saturday, May 7, there was a fare­
well singing for ourministeringBro.
Brandon Plattner, his wife Sis.
Rhoda, and their son, Mason. They
will soon be moving close to Ames,
IAwhere Bro. Brandon plans to fur­
ther his schooling. There they hope
to gather with the Garden Grove
churchwhen services are not held in
Ames. While we are happy for these
couples and pray for them God's
richest blessings, they will truly be
missed in our church! A special
thank you to Bro. Brandon for min­
istering God's Word to us the past
few years.

There was a singing shower for
Sis. Karla Kaisner and Bro. Zachary
Anderson (Congerville, IL) on April
24. Sis. Karla will also be missed in
our congregation as she moves back
to Illinois.

Happyparents ofa new little girl,
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KateMariah, are Bro. Klint and Sis.
Kara Beyer. Welcoming Kate home
are brothers, Wyatt, Kody, and
Jake. Thankful grandparents are
Bro. Martin and Sis. Karen Beyer
and Bro. Rod and Sis. Arlene
Grimm. We wish God's blessings
upon this couple as they raise their
family in God's fear.

Graduation time is once again
here. From Kansas State Univer­
sity, Sis. Dixie Zeltwanger (Bro.
Dale and Sis. Rachel, Morris, MN)
graduated on May 13 with her mas­
ter's degree in school counseling.
May she feel God's nearness as she
now looks for new employment.
High school graduates this year are
Lyle Grimm (Bro. Rod and Sis.
Arlene), Renee Grimm (Bro. Kevin
and Sis. Nita), Darin Hartter (Bro.
Dennis and Sis. Beth), and Kenna
Kellenberger (Bro. Brad and Sis.
Teresa). Wepray forGod's nearness
in all oftheseyounglives also as they
look forward to their futures.

KANSAS, WICHITA
Emma Miller

Derek and Emily Funk were
blessed when little Dillon Bradley
was born April 18. His arrival made
it possible for Derek to take a
two-week leave from his duties in
Iraq. May they be reunited as a fam­
ily in the very near future.

April 30 was the date for the
Mother-Daughter Banquet.We look
forward to this event as it brings to­
gether women who had a common
bond at one time. The Glen Funk
family was able to have Glen's
mother, his aunt, and some of his
sisters present. Since the theme for
the evening was music, Sis. Violet
Funk and her daughters shared
their vocal talent with us.

Also on the same weekend, a
group ofyoungpeople fromK State,
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Kiowa, andFt. Scott spent Saturday
on someworkprojects such as build­
ing a deck for a handicapped couple
who needed a convenient way to get
theirwheel chairs in and out oftheir
home. They also worked at the
church doing some landscaping and
general maintenance. Bro. Cory
Metzger coordinated their activities
and realized they had the time and
energy to work in the yard of an
older Sister. After church services
on Sunday they went to sing for Sis.
Nellie Lambert. Young people, you
are welcome to come "brighten our
corner" again.

Eighty years ago in the Gridley,
Kansas, congregation six families
were blessed with the birth of
daughters. Now, three of those six
worship together in theWichitacon­
gregation. Sis. Judy Langhofer, Sis.
AnnWarner and I share in thatbond
offellowship that survived through­
out the years. The three of us are
able to manage our responsibilities
in ourhomes thoughwe admit that a
nap or two during the day is a wel­
come relief. We have reasons to
"Praise the Lord."

MEXICO, IXTLAN
Claudia Gonzalez

"Mercy unto you, and peace, and
love, be multiplied."

Jude2

Greetings and love dear ones. It's
really our wish that the peace and
love of God be multiplied in your
lives each day.

This past month there have been
some afflicted and in need of our
prayers. Bro. Javier Gonzalez (Sis.
Bertha) has been ill as he has liver
disease. May we continue to keep
him and his family in our prayers.
We have to remember that even
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when things are not going in theway
we want to, we need to trust in the
protection of our Lord and Savior
and stay close to Him.

We would like to thankNorberto
Chavez from Tecate who visited us
and was willing to help in God's
work in the past three months. He
made several trips to take the Gon­
zalez family to the hospital in
Guadalajara.

MICHIGAN, ALTO
Rose Watson
Terri Huber

We are always thankful for the
visiting ministers that allow God to
use them in preaching the Word.
Sharing time with us over the last
month were Bros. Brian Huber
(Francesville, IN) and Matt Rassi
(Chicago, IL) and their wives. Also
visiting and assistingwith Commu­
nion was Elder Bro. Jim Plattner
(Princeville, IL). It was a precious
opportunity for us to break bread
and drink ofthe cup as our Lord and
Saviour commands.

At home and experiencing slow
but sure recovery are Bro. Wes
Daniels (surgery) and Sis. Myrna
Steffen (car accident). We want to
praise God for the encouragement
Hehas provided for all thosewho are
suffering.

The Mother-Daughter Banquet
was attended by 120, from babies to
great - grandmothers. It is an event
that we look forward to every year,
and was held at our own Fellowship
Hall for the very first time! The fel­
lowship center has been completed
andusable for about sixmonths. We
are truly enjoying the convenience
andopportunity this affords. Awork
day was held to put in some land­
scaping, and this seems to mark the
read end of the building project.

We would like to express our
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gratitude for the Detroit congrega­
tion initiating and hosting the first
ever All-Michigan Hymn Sing.
Those ofus who made the trip over
were blessed to be able to joyfully
sing songs of praise and visit with
old friends.

MICHIGAN, BAY CITY
Sarah Knochel

Janelle Ramseyer
Wewereuplifted and encouraged

on Saturday, April 23, as we gath­
ered for the reading of the Memo­
randum. Elder Bros. Mark Bahr
(Sis. Bev, Detroit, MI), Aaron
Steffen (Sis. Loretta, Alto, Ml) and
Andy Stoller (Sis. Roberta,
Smithville, OH) were with us for a
blessedweekend.Wealso are thank­
ful that Bro. Don Gudeman (Sis.
Mary, LaCrosse, IN) was able to be
with us for Mother's Day.

As a congregation, we lift up in
prayer those who have been hospi­
talized. We pray for healing for Bro.
Fred Munsel (Sis. Delores), Sis.
Marlene Mosher and little Matisin
Wieland (Matt and Terri). May God
provide for each one.

"Trust in the Lord with all thine
heart; and lean not unto thine own
understanding. In all thy ways ac­
knowledge him, and he shall direct
thy paths."

Proverbs 3:5-6

This year, we have three high
school graduates: Amanda Knochel
(Bro. Bob and Sis. Rhonda), Caitlin
Long (Rick and Joan), and Carissa
Munsel (Bro. Greg and Sis.
Lynette). We entreat the Lord's
blessings on each of these students
that the Lord's will could be done in
their lives.
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MICHIGAN, DETROIT
Tiffany Wieland
Mary Weigele

In Psalm 92:1 we read: "It is a
good thing to give thanks unto the
Lord, and to sing praises unto thy
name, 0 most High." This was our
experience as we enjoyed hosting
the firstMichigan-Toledo, OH, sing­
ing on Sunday evening, May 15. It
was truly ablessingto see the dining
room at Woodpointe filled with
those of all ages and from all four
churches. Hopefully this can be­
come an annual event and we thank
those who participated. Also this
month was our Mother-Daughter
Tea held in the Woodpointe Dining
Room. It was a special time ofhon­
oring ourmothers and thosewomen
in our lives who hadan impact in our
up-bringing. Thanks to all who
helped with the organization and
food preparation for this delightful
event.

We were privileged to have two
visitingministers recently andwant
to express our gratitude for their
service. We thank Bro. John Jack­
son (Sis. Peggy, Bay City, MI) and
Bro.WallyRamsier (Mansfield, OH)
forbringingus the gospelmessage.

We are thankful to have Bro. Wil­
lard and Sis. Eloise Bahr as a part of
our Detroit fellowship. They re­
cently moved here from Sabetha,
KS, and we wish to extend a
heart-felt welcome to them. We
have come to knowthemwell as they
havemademanyvisits here over the
years to see their sons andtheir fam­
ilies, Elder Bro. MarkBahr andBro.
Phil Bahr.

We wish to extend our congratu­
lations to Bro. Marc Knepp and Sis.
Stacie Rumbold as they were re­
cently married in Peoria, IL. Bro.
Marc is at the University ofMichi­
gan Medical Center in Ann Arbor
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where they are making their home.
We pray for God's blessings upon
themas theybegin theirmarried life
together.

We would like to extend an invi­
tation to all who canjoin us to come
to Detroit for the 17th annual Choir
Benefit day of worship and fellow­
ship. It will be held at the Church on
July 17, 2005, and we look forward
to a special day ofsinging and prais­
ing God.

MINNESOTA
MINNEAPOLIS

LaRae Dill

" ... and I will cause the shower to
come down inhis season; there shall
be showers of blessing."

Ezekiel 34:26

Rain showers have certainly
been abundant in our area. While it
is tempting to complain about the
cloudy, gloomy days, the lush, green
vegetation certainly is beautiful.
My son was telling me about the
morning message in his Kindergar­
ten class - "Do you like rain -yes or
no?" He had the feeling that he was
one of the few students who wrote
"yes", as most of the children were
hoping the rain would stop so that
outdoor playtime could resume!
Sunshine and showers - we do need
both, both in aphysical and spiritual
sense.

Blessings are wished upon Bro.
Adam and Sis. Rachel Bjerkevedt as
they have completed their studies
here and are moving back to their
home area ofMorris, MN. Anumber
from our congregation were able to
be in Morris April 23 and 24 for
Adam and Rachel's testimony and
baptism. We have enjoyed the bless­
ing of seeing God's work in their
lives, and pray He will continue to
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shower His love and grace upon
them.

The weekend ofApril 30-May 1
was a blessing to us as the Chicago
congregation's annual bus trip trav­
eled to Minneapolis to share love
and fellowship with us. A short visit
to nearby Fort Snelling was made
before assembling at church for din­
ner and singing. We appreciated
Bro. Brad Eisenmann's spiritual
analogies ofbeing a soldier ready for
battle, and the necessary attributes
ofa strong fort. Bro. Brad as well as
Elder Bro. Dale Eisenmann (Chi­
cago, IL) ministered to us on
Sunday.

MINNESOTA, MORRIS
Heidi Nohl
Katie Koehl

We were thankful to have many
visiting ministers with us this
month. They were Elder Bros.
Wayne Anliker (Forrest, IL), Den­
nis Warner (Lester, IA), Lawrence
Luthi (Lamar, MO) and Bros.
Duane Rocke (Minneapolis, MN),
DaleWulf(Lester, IA), KentMogler
(Minneapolis, MN), Mike
Rinkenberger (Congerville, IL) and
Rex Frieden (Lamar, MO). May God
richly bless them for their many la­
bors.

Now I have vowed to fear and love
Thee

And to obey Thee, Lord, alone;
I feel Thy Holy Spirit move me
And freely pledge myself Thine

own,
Renouncing sin to keep the faith
And war with evil unto death.
Zion's Harp #41, vs. 3

We were blessed to have the
provings and witness the baptisms
of eight dear souls. They were Josh
and Marcy Sundheim, Adam and
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Rachel Bjerketvedt, Byron andAmy
Wulf, Myra Messner (Bro. Sid and
Sis. Cheryl) and Stephanie Schaefer
(Bro. Rod and Sis. Denise).

We rejoice that Corey Wulf
(Mike) has begun her repentance.

Hospitalized this month were
Sis. Esther Koehl, Bro. Doug Koehl
(Sis. Maxine), Bro. ChrisMoser (Sis.
Marion), Sis. Mary Koehl (Bro.
Jake), and Emil Greiner (Arlene).
We trustGodwillhealwhere it isHis
will.

Graduating fromhigh school this
year are: Tyler Fehr (Bro. Randy
and Sis. Lori), Austin Gramm (Bro.
Tim and Sis. Gwen), Bethany Jones
(Bro. Shane and Sis. Ruth), Harlan
Koehl (Bro. Arnie and Sis. Sharon),
Michael Koehl (Bro. Guy and Sis.
Lynette), Corey Schaefer (Bro. Stan
and Sis. Bev), Jesse Schmidgall
(Bro. TomandSis. Ruth), ScottWulf
(Bro. Dennis and Sis. Judy), Chris
Feuchtenberger (Bro. Gerald and
Sis. Karen), Bro. Kevin Nohl (Bro.
DeWayne and Sis. Janice) and Sis.
Stephanie Schaefer (Bro. Rod and
Sis. Denise). Graduating from
higher schools of learning are: Sis.
Myra Messner (Bro. Sid and Sis.
Cheryl), Sis. Stephanie Schaefer
(Bro. Rod and Sis. Denise), Bro. By­
ron and Sis. AmyWulf, RobynWulf
(Bro. Jeral and Sis. Linda), Crystal
Rinkenberger (Robert and Mary),
Brad Feuchtenberger (Bro. Robert
and Sis. Gwen) and Sis. Dixie
Zeltwanger (Bro. Dale and Sis. Ra­
chel). We trust that all goes well for
them in the future.

Note of Thanks:
My family and I want to thank

each one, far and near, for the sup­
port, love and prayers during my
treatments. It is comfortingto know
that we do not walk alone. God's
blessings to each one.
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Bro. Dick, Sis. Gail, Mason,
Connor and Chase Metzger

MINNESOTA,WINTHROP
Ginny Stoll

Rachel Steiner
We had the blessed privilege to

partake in Communion exhortation
and Holy Communion this past
month. We would like to extend our
thanks to Elder Bro. Ron Messner
(Sis. Pam, Washington, IL) for as­
sisting our Elder Bro. LeRoy
Messner

Our annualvotingtookplace this
past month. Sunday School substi­
tutes elected are Bro. Nick Schmidt
(Sis. Julie) and Sis. Rachel Steiner
(Bro. Glen).

As we remember Mother's Day,
let us reflect on all the love theyhave
shown us throughout the years and
may God bless them for the exam­
ples and precious memories they
have given us.

The single group invited com­
pany from Lamar, MO, and Lester,
IA, for a weekend. We would like to
thank the young brothers and sis­
ters and converts for coming and
spending time here in Winthrop.

The angels rejoice over each and
every sinner who answers His call.
Victoria Stoll (Bro. Ed and Sis.
Ginny) has answered the call and
has found peace. We are so thankful
that God is still calling souls and
that dear loved ones are willing to
answer.

Our hospital patients this month
were Darlene Schmidt (Bro.
Darrell) and Malakai Ebling
(Adrian and Beckie). We pray for
God's healing in their lives.,
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MISSOURI, LAMAR
Mindy Braker
Wendy Braker

"For as often as ye eat this bread,
and drink this cup, ye do shew the
Lord's death till he come."

I Car. 11:26

We were reminded of our Lord's
death and suffering when we par­
took of Holy Communion. We were
thankful to have Elder Bro. Dennis
Warner (Lester, IA) here to assist
our Elder Bro. Lawrence Luthi in
this solemn work.

Congratulations to Sis. Andrea
Banwart (Bro. Gene and Sis. Linda)
and Darin Braker (Bro. Jerry and
Sis. Carol) as they graduate from
high school. We wish them God's
blessings.

Our sympathy is extendedto Bro.
Dale Marti (Sis. Corrine) and Bro.
Joe Marti (Sis. Evelyn) on the death
of their brother, Bro. Ervin Marti
(Sis. Teresa), of Oakville, IA. May
the Lord comfort the families as only
He can.

MISSOURI, ST. LOUIS
Betsy Schrenk

Three families in our little
church experienced the pain ofsepa­
ration by the death of family mem­
bers within a few days in May. On
May 13, Sis. Cindy Baker said good­
bye to her father, Ray Sherrod, of
Clayton, MO. Bro. Bill Belsley (Eu­
reka, IL), father of Sis. Betsy
Schrenk, went to be with the Lord
on May 15. And Sis. Loree Plattner
(Sabetha, KS), grandmother of Sis.
Shayna Mangers, was gathered
home on May 17. So quickly a fu­
neral is over and life goes on, with a
gaping hole left for the family to ad­
just to. Our brothers and sisters in
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the Lord are such comforts at these
difficult times.

Visiting ministers this past
month were Elder Bros. Kent
Heimer (Sis. Jan, Taylor, MO),
Wayne Banwart (Sis. Charlen,
Champaign, IL) and Bro. James
Knapp (Congerville, IL). We had
our annual business meeting,
sharedHolyCommunion, andheard
the Memorandum on the weekend
ofApril 23 and 24.

We are thankful for traveling
mercies for Sis. Krista Banwart on
her recent trip to China and Japan.
Observing Christ's Name being
held forth in these difficult situa­
tions was an encouragement to her
and her traveling companions.

Christ challenged His hearers to
observe His deeds if they were not
willing to listen to His words (John
5:36). Recently we read in both Job
and Luke. Theminister pointed out
that in Job 38:8, God rhetorically
asked Job, "Or who shut up the sea
with doors when it brake forth ... ?"
When Christ calmed the sea as re­
corded in Luke 8:24, He demon­
strated that He is God. "Then he
arose, and rebuked thewind and the
raging of the water: and they
ceased, and there was a calm." We
were blessed again to see the conti-
nuity of the Old and New Testa­
ments, written somanyyears apart.
Deuteronomy 6:4 states: "Hear, 0
Israel, the Lord our God is one
Lord."

MISSOURI, TAYLOR
Sally Haerr

We are approaching vacation
time, school will soon be out for the
summer. We may have an exciting
trip/journey planned, we can hardly
wait! ... Are we that excited about
ourjourneyto Heaven? Let's all pick
up God's road map, the Holy Bible,
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and findjoy, that never ends, in His
plans/journey for us.

We feel so blessed here in Taylor.
We are witnessing miracles all
around us and what could be more
miraculous than the rebirth of pre­
cious souls? BethanyWiegand (Bro.
John and Sis. Mary, Roanoke, IL)
has been assembling with us for
many months, and on May 14 she
went home to Bloomington, IL, to
give her testimony and receive bap­
tism and nowwewelcome her as our
Sister in Christ. Also, this next
weekend (May 21-22), we are look­
ing forward to hearing the testimo­
nies and witnessing the baptisms of
Alexandra and Aubrey Hoerr. They
are the daughters of Bro. Scott and
Sis. Anna Hoerr.

Our high school graduates this
year are Sis. Ashley Hoerr (Bro.
Scott and Sis. Anna), Rita Yackley
(Bro. Joe and Sis. Jerilyn), Danielle
Graupman (Dennis and Donna),
Elizabeth Bryan (Joe and Cinda),
Rebecca Goellner (Bill and Nancy).
They were recognized and honored
with a Bible Study message and re­
ception on May 18. We thank Elder
Bro. Jim Plattner (Sis. Marlene,
Princeville, IL) for comingto deliver
this message. Also that same eve­
ning our Elder Bro. Kent Heimer
gave a spiritual send off, Luke
10:1-5, to Sis. Heidi Heimer (Bro.
Rod and Sis. Barb) and Sis. Lindsey
Yackley (Bro. Elwood and Sis.
Trudie) as they plan to leave for a 3
month mission in Knockpatrick
campus in Jamaica.

Another visiting minister that
we enjoyed this month was Bro.
Clark Stoller (Sis. Cindy, Gridley,
IL). He gave a tremendous topical
Bible Study on "Integrity". God's
Wordhas a lot to say about integrity.
Study it sometime. Thank you, Bro.
Clark and Sis. Cindy, for sharing
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your time and love with us.
Those sick or hospitalized this

month were: Sis. Charlene Sutter,
Jody Meyers (Danny), Cooper
Sutter (Bro. Roger and Sis. Dianne),
Nikki Haerr Miller (Adam), Evan
Wiegand (Phil and Lori), Sis. Nerys
Lightner (Peter). Our prayer for
each one is a swift and complete re­
covery.

We want to express our sincere
sympathy to Sis. Marian Pflum
(Lyle) and family in the death of
their dear mother and grand­
mother, Sis. Bernice Frank, of
Oakville, IA. Psalm 116:15 says,
"Precious in the sight of the Lord is
the death of his saints."

NEWYORK
CROGHAN-NAUMBURG

Hope Graves
We had our annual church clean-

ing on May 2 and were thankful for
each one thatwas able to lend ahelp­
ing hand.

Our church was blessed to have
Elder Bro. Akito Inoue with us for a
week from Tokyo, Japan. We held a
potluckand singingtogether on Sat­
urday, May 7, and then enjoyed a
picnic after church the next day at
Whetstone Gulf State Park. Words
cannot express our thanks to him
for remembering us here and for
having such a strong wish to visit
our congregation. We each received
a blessing from having Bro. Akito in
our midst and certainly hold fond
memories of our time together.

Our prayers went out to several
in our congregation who met with
surgery or hospitalization over the
past month. They are Sis. Linda
Graves, Bruce Hirschey, Kermit
Virkler, Bruce Richie, Sis. Bernice
Hirschey and Sis. Mae Virkler. May
they each feel God's healing hand
upon them in the days ahead.
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We are happy to have two birth
announcements to include this
month. Anthony and Erin Aubel
welcomed home a son, Isaac
Bradley, on April 24. Scott and Me­
lissa Greenwood added little
Brennan Scott to their family on
May 3. Each new little boy is being
welcomed home by an excited big
sister! May each family seek the
Lord's guidance in raising up these
new little blessings unto Him.

OHIO,AKRON
Joyce Gasser

We have two thatwill be having a
90th birthday this summer: Sis. Es­
ther Fritz and Kathryn Nagy were
both born in July 1915. Sis. Esther
will be 90 on July 17 and Kathryn
will be 90 on July 27.

Mothers were given a treat for
theMother's DaySundaynoonmeal
at church. The Sunday School
young people got together and did
somebaking, anddid someordering,
and prepared and served a very nice
noon meal for all at church. We ap­
preciate their efforts, as well as the
teachers that supervised them.

Bro. Tom Leman (Sis. Marlene,
Denver, CO) andBro. GaryMaibach
(Sis. Mary Ann, Smithville) both
gave us inspiring messages.

OHIO, COLUMBUS
Nancy Banks

Our church family was blessed
with the opportunity to take Holy
Communion. Sharing the loaf and
the cup, representing our Lord's
body and blood, Elder Bros. Mark
Masters (Sis. Jeannine, Mansfield,
OH) and Merle Hartzler (Sis.
Bonnie, Rittman, OH) were present
and we appreciate their kind exhor­
tation.

Our annual spring cleaning was
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held andwewere so thankful for the
many helping hands from the
Fairbury, IL, church who came to
help get the many tasks done. Our
love and thanks to all who traveled
the miles to work, especially the
small children of all ages. Bro. Dale
Stoller (Sis. Sandra) shared the
Word with us that weekend also.
Also sharingwith us this monthwas
Bro. Dwight Stoller (Latty, OH).

Several families from Columbus
were present May 15 to witness the
marriage vows of Travis and Sum­
mer Banks in Latty. We wish them
God's richest blessings as Travis,
Summer and Autumn travel life's
pathway as a family.

Bro. Bill and Sis. Becky Sauder
are thankful for the safe arrival of
their newest granddaughter, Sicilia.
Ourbestwishes are extendedto Bro.
Henry and Sis. Diane Pfeiffer
(Mansfield, OH) on their precious
addition to their family.

OHIO, JUNCTION
Cindy Schlatter

"Two ways Oman are there for
thee; There are two destinations... "
(Zion's Harp #106). We are thank­
ful that two more souls have found
the grace to choose the straight and
narrow way. Tara Schlatter (Bro.
Dennis and Sis. Laurie) and Renae
Schlatter (Bro. Ralph and Sis.
Sheila) brightened our daywhenwe
heard that they started repenting
this past month.

Blake Russell Koehl made Bro.
Russell and Sis. Vera Manz
first-time grandparents. Blake's
parents are Bro. Tom and Sis. Trish
ofMorris, MN. Bro. Ben and Sis.
Carolyn Manz were blessed with a
new grandson, Jacob Daniel, who
was born to Daniel and Angela
Manz. We pray for guidance and di­
rection for these couples as they
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raise their precious baby boys.
"Baptized into Thy name most

holy, 0 Father Son and Holy
Ghost ... " (Zion'sHarp#41). What a
blessed weekend we had when we
were able to hear the testimony and
view the baptism of our new Bro.
Fred Manz (Bro. Don and Sis. Con­
nie). We would like to thank Elder
Bro. Lynn Stieglitz (Leo, IN) for be­
ingwithus duringthisweekend. We
also appreciated the labors ofminis­
tering Bros. Greg Stoller (Forrest,
IL) and Larry Wenninger (Latty,
OH) during this weekend. May God
richly bless you each one.

Barb Brink (Rob) and Sis. Laurie
Schlatter (Bro. Dennis) spent time
in the hospital this past month. We
are thankful to ourHeavenlyFather
for being near them each one.

OHIO, LATTY
Amanda Steffen
Bonny Wenninger

It is always good to start out an
article like this with good news! Our
congregation was able to hear the
testimonies and witness the bap­
tisms of three souls on April 23-24.
They are new Sisters Crystal Stoller
(Bro. Ray and Sis. Carol), Janna
Sinn (Bro. Stan and Sis. JaNahn)
and Joni Sinn (Bro. Tom and Sis.
Kim). We rejoice with them all! El­
der Bro. Earl Ringger (Sis. Dixie,
Gridley, IL) was here to help Bro.
John with the weekend along with
visiting ministering Bro. Jeff
Neihouser (Sis. Sue, Francesville,
IN).

Other ministers that visited
Latty this past month were Bros.
Randy Gasser (Sis. Sue, Detroit,
MI), Justin Koch (Sis. Marsha,
Washington, IL) and Steve Stieglitz
(Sis. Jane, Leo, IN).

We rejoice with Summer Stoller
and Travis Banks (Columbus, OH)
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as they were united in marriage on
May 15. Their parents are Bro.
Mark and Sis. Shirley Stoller and
Bro. Larry and Sis. Nancy Banks
(Columbus, OH). May God be with
them as they make a home together
and for little Autumn.

Also thanking God are Cris and
Sis. AmyHopkins as theywelcome a
son into their family. Little Silas
Frederick was born on Mother's
Day (May 8) and is welcomed home
by sisters, Carli, Josi and Darci. Ma­
ternal grandparents are Bro. Phil
and Sis. Gloria Grant and paternal
grandparents are Kirk and Laurel
Hopkins of Antwerp, OH.

Two hospitalizations were re­
ported this month. Little Carson
Laukhuf (Bro. Chris and Sis. Ra­
chel) was hospitalized along with
surgery patient, Sis. Josephine
Wenninger (Bro. Don). May God be
with them as they heal.

We were saddened to hear of the
death of Sis. Frances Laidig of To­
ledo, OH. Surviving siblings are
Bros. Alvin, Raymond, and Marvin
Klopfenstein and her sister, Aldine
Price, all from Latty.

This writer needs to make a cor­
rection concerning a hospitaliza­
tion. It was stated that Sis. Marge
Laukhuf was hospitalized recently,
but it was actually Sis. Marge
Gerber (Bro. Jim) thatwashospital­
ized. This writer apologizes for any
confusion on this matter.

Congratulations to the 2005 high
school graduates: Sis. Laura Gerber
(Bro. Dave and Sis. Patty), Philip
Klopfenstein (Bro. Leon and Sis.
Deb), Kurt Plummer (Bro. Rick and
Sis. Denise), Blake Sinn (Bro. Tom
and Sis. Kim), Morgan Stoller (Bro.
Kirk and Sis. Eileen) and Sarah
Wenninger (Bro. Dave and Sis. Deb­
bie).

The outside structure of the new
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addition is near completion. Work is
going on inside the new addition,
and demolition of the old women's
foyer is under way. Accessible en­
trances now are only the north and
east entrances. The elevator is still
accessible.

Note of Thanks:
These fewwords ofthanks hardly

express our appreciation for all the
cards, gifts and especially the
prayers that we have received since
Jacob's lawnmower accident. We
have been overwhelmed by the out­
pouring of love and concern shown
to us from our church family across
the nation. May God bless each of
you abundantly as only He can.

In Christian Love,
Jerry and Cherry and Jacob

Klopfenstein and family

OHIO, MANSFIELD
Esther Baumann

"If ye shall ask any thing in my
name, I will do it. Ifye love me, keep
my commandments."

John 14:14-15

Praying our high school gradu­
ates will keep God's command­
ments and ask for direction
according to His will as they con­
tinue life's journey. The graduates
are: Andrea Baumann (Bro. Mike
and Sis. Lilly), Rebecca Baumann
(Bro. Mike and Sis. Lilly), Eric
Boliantz (Bro. Don and Sis. Joyce),
Christine Eriksson (RandyandPam
Sauder), Sis. Kristan Keever (Clair
andSis. Bev), CorbinMasters (Elder
Bro. Mark and Sis. Jeannine), Sis.
Elizabeth Ramsey (Bro. John and
Sis. Dawn), Sis. Betsy Rufener (Bro.
Ron and Sis. Kay), and Calvin
Sauder (Gary and Vicki).

On May 8, we were thankful to
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learn Edward Ramsey Jr. (Bro. Ed
and Sis. Laura) has foundpeace. We
pray he will continue to grow in
God's perfect way.

We welcomed two new precious
babies this pastmonth. Chloe Eliza­
beth was born to Sam and Angel
Sauder onApril 21. Excited siblings
are LaCrisha and Christian; grand­
parents are Bro. Ken and Sis. Sue
SauderandRick andDebbie Prince.

On May 16, Sicilia Ann was born
to Bro. Henry and Sis. Diane Pfeif­
fer. Also welcoming her home are
Austin, Ezekiel, Autumn and Na­
omi; grandparents are Bro. John
and Sis. Suzanna Pfeiffer and Bro.
Bill and Sis. Becky Sauder (Colum­
bus, OH).

We were blessed to learn of two
engagements onMay 1. Bro.Joshua
Boliantz (Bro. Doug and Sis. Con­
nie) is engaged to Sis. Jenna Older
(Bill and Joyce) of Smithville, OH.
Bro. Nathaniel Ramsey (Bro. Ed
and Sis. Laura) is engaged to Sis.
April Dotterer (Bro. Bob and Sis.
Mardel) of Rittman, OH. Please
pray for both couples as they con­
tinue to seek God's direction.

Also pray for our recently hospi­
talized patients, Roma Them and
Sis. Emily Went.

OHIO, RITTMAN
Anne Widmer
Hannah Beery

As the last few days of the school
year are ended, it's time to rejoice
with our many high school gradu­
ates. This year's class included:
Katherine Arnold (Bob Arnold and
Deanna Brown), Steven Baltic (Bro.
Dan and Sis. Betty, Indianapolis,
IN), Jared Bauman (Sis. Nancy),
Jeffrey Gerber (Bro. Tom and Sis.
Laura), Leslie Miller (Mervin and
Dawn), Andrew Raifsnider
(Douglas and Sis. Diana), Sis.
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KyannRufener (Bro.James and Sis.
Patricia), Esther Rupp (Bro. James
and Sis. Sharon), Isaac Steiner (Bro.
David J. and Sis. Lynn), Bradley
Stoller (Bro. Kenneth and Sis. Lori),
Sis. Brenda Stoller (Bro.Joseph and
Sis. Marian), Jordan Stoller (Bro.
Eric and Sis. Melanie) and Ruth
Tieche (Greg and Sis. Peggy). Con­
gratulations to each one! May all
seekthe direction ofthe Lordas they
journey forth.

In May, the Rittman congrega­
tion hosted the National World Re­
liefmeeting. A sincere thank you is
extended to all who put forth efforts
to attend and to those who partici­
pated in anyway. We were thankful
to have ministering Bro. Charles
Kellenberger (Elgin, IL) visiting us
that weekend and Bro. Tom Leman
(Denver, CO), Bro. Todd Stoller
(Latty, OH), ElderBro. Andy Stoller
(Smithville, OH), Elder Bro. Mark
Masters (Mansfield, OH), Bro. Ron
Palitto (Akron, OH), Bro. Paul Gas­
ser (Akron, OH), Bro. Steve Pamer
(Akron, OH) and Bro. Fred Domka
(Mansfield, OH) sharingin themin­
istry later in the month. May these
servants feel the blessings ofGod as
theyare spent for our souls' welfare.

Bro. Ethan Schar (Bro. Rowen
and Sis. Judy) and Bro. Troy Stoller
(Bro. Robin and Sis. Joanne) were
added into the fold on May 15. Our
congregation also reports that Kelly
Ramsier (Bro. Timothy and Sis.
Jonell) and Bradley Stoller (Bro.
Kenneth and Sis. Lori) have begun
to walk with our Lord. We rejoice
with each one who experiences this
true repentance and conversion.

On May 8, Bro. Scott Steiner
(Bro. Richard and Sis. Patricia) and
Sis. Cindy Hartzler (Bro. Kenneth
and Sis. Jane, Smithville) were
united inHolyMatrimony. Also, the
engagement ofSis. April Dotterer to
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Bro. Nathaniel Ramsey (Mansfield,
OH) was recentlymade known. Par­
ents of the engaged couple are Bro.
Robert and Sis. Mardell Dotterer
and Bro. Edward and Sis. Laura
Ramsey. May the blessings of the
Lord be upon these couples as they
seek to create Christian homes.

Bro. Marvin and Sis. Sue
Hartzler welcomed Ariel Jane into
their family, now joining Mason,
Baylor, Tory, Kya, Bennett and
Rustin. Grandparents are Bro.
Vince and Sis. Jane Hartzler and
Sis. Irma and the late Bro. Millard
Stoller (Latty, OH).

Kaitlyn Dorajoined the Bro. Na­
than and Sis. Mary Hoffman
(Rockville, CT) family and sibling
Levi welcomed her home. Grand­
parents are Bro. Mike and Luann
Hoffman (Rockville, CT) and Bro.
Matthew and Sis. Gail Steiner.

Bro. Tom and Sis. Gretchen
Stoller have a new addition to the
family with the birth of Amariah
Ruth. Older siblings are Esther and
Reuben. Grandparents ofAmariah
are Sis. Luella Stoller and the late
Bro. Harold (Smithville) and Bro.
Rowen and Sis. Judy Schar.

Glenn (Mary Jane) Winkler and
Bro. Milan (Sis. Amy) Baltic spent
some time in the hospital recently.
May all those in need find health
and healing in our Saviour!

Bro. John Calame Sr. (Sis. Mar­
garet) went to his eternal home of
rest this month. Surviving him are
three children, Sis. Paulette
Cochran (Bobby, Sarasota, FL),
Bro. John II (Sis. Jody) andJim. We
pray that each one who has lost a
loved one might feel the comfort of
our Lord during these difficult
times.
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OHIO, SARDIS
Jami Hartzler
Terry Zollinger

"But other fell into good ground,
and brought forth fruit, some an
hundredfold, some sixty fold, some
thirty fold. Who hath ears to hear,
let him hear."

Matthew 13:8-9

Using Spring as a theme, Sardis
hosted All Ohio Weekend on April
16-17. We would like to thank all
that came to visit and the fellowship
of like mind and faith.

"Then were there brought unto
him little children, that he should
puthishands onthem, andpray: ... "

Matthew 19:13

Grandparents, Bro. Bill and Sis.
MiriamBrake, are happy to report a
new grandson, Miles Douglas, to
Bro. Clifford and Sis. Gina Brake
(Smithville, OH). Sisters, Jayde and
Lorelle, and brother, Collin, are the
big helpers. The maternal grand­
parents are ElderBro. AndyandSis.
Roberta Stoller, also of Smithville.
May this couple continue to raise
their children in the ways of the
Lord andmay they be richly blessed
for their efforts.

And ye, the Church's members,
truly

Are folded in my heart's embrace!
In Christ ye are my brethren duly;
We share salvation through His

grace.
We drink one cup; we break one

bread;
One Saviour suffered in our stead.

Zion's Harp #25

What a blessing to be served
Communion and be reminded of
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Christ's cruel death and wondrous
resurrection. Elder Bro. Dave Graf
(Sis. Barb, Akron, OH) was willing
to humbly help Elder Bro. Ken
Indermuhle. May we continue to
pray for the Lord's mercy and keep
Him in our lives faithfully.

OHIO, SMITHVILLE
Ruth Gasser
Edith Miller

Peace, perfect peace,
In this dark world of sin?
The blood of Jesus whispers peace

within.
Hymns ofZion #26

We are thankful to report our
convert, Lydia Stoller (Bro. Dan and
Sis. Kim), has found this precious
peace. May her faith continue to
grow as she awaits baptism.

We thanktheministerswhohave
visited recently to share theWord of
God with us. May God bless the ef­
forts of Bros. Chuck Kellenberger
(Elgin, IL), Ron Palitto (Akron,
OH), Bill Brake (Sardis, OH) and
Art Ingold (Rittman, OH).

Wehave two newbabies to report
this month. On April 25, Miles
Douglas was born to Bro. Cliff and
Sis. Gina Brake. At home to wel­
come Miles are Jayde, Lorelle and
Collin. Grandparents, Elder Bro.
Andy and Sis. Roberta Stoller and
Bro. Bill and Sis. Miriam Brake
(Sardis, OH), are also thankful for
his safe arrival.

On May 13, Bro. Tom and Sis.
Gretchen Stoller became parents to
Amariah Ruth. Esther and Reuben
will be happy for another playmate.
Grandparents of Amariah are Bro.
Rowen and Sis. Judy Schar
(Rittman, OH) and Sis. Luella
Stoller. We trust Godwill bless both
homes and grant wisdom to the par-
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ents to train up their children in the
fear of the Lord.

OnMay 8, Bro. Scott Steiner and
Sis. Cindy Hartzler were united in
holy matrimony. Parents of this
couple are Bro. Richard and Sis. Pat
Steiner (Rittman, OH) and Bro.
Ken and Sis.JaneHartzler.Wewish
themGod's richest blessings as they
begin their marriage.

The engagement of Bro. Josh
Boliantz (Bro. Douglas and Sis.
Connie, Mansfield, OH) and Sis.
Jenna Older was recently made
known tous. May they feel the direc­
tion of God as they plan their Au­
gust wedding.

Several from our congregation
have been hospitalized during the
past month. Sis. Luanna Dotterer
(Bro. Dave), Michelle Zollinger
(Mark) and Logan (Doug and
Melaney Nieman) have all submit­
ted to surgery, while Sis. Shelly
Beery (Bro. Dwaine) was in for some
medical treatment.

Sis. Mildred Hartzler was re­
lieved of her earthly burdens at the
age of 97. Her funeral was con­
ducted on April 24. We extend our
sympathy to her children who so
lovingly looked after her for many
years, as Sis. Mildred became a
widownearly 50 years ago when her
husband, Bro. William, passed
away. Mayher sons, Glenn (Sandra)
and Earl, and her daughter, Lois,
feel God's comfort and may they be
rewarded for their kind deeds to
their mother.

We also extend our sympathy to
Bro. Dave and Shelly Colvin and
family on the death of Bro. Dave's
father, Dick Colvin, whose home
was in Iowa. May they likewise feel
God's nearness during this time of
loss.

"Trust in the Lord with all thine
heart and lean not unto thine own
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understanding. In all thy ways ac­
knowledge him, and he shall direct
thy paths."

Proverbs 3:5-6

We hope this is the goal ofeach of
our high school graduates as they
continue on through this journey of
life. Those who have reached this
milestone are Janelle Bauman (Bro.
Steve and Sis. Connie), Sis. Shan­
non Bauman (Bro. Roger and Sis.
Jennifer), Juliet Dotterer (Bro.
Dave and Sis. Luanna), Sis. Katie
Fetzer (Bro. Andy and Sis. Eliza­
beth), Laura Gasser (Bro. Ken and
Sis. Sue-Ellen Maibach), Angela
Hofacre (Bro. Steve and Sis.
Jolene), Erienna Indermuhle (Bro.
Brian and Sis. Bev), Greg Landis
(Bro. Harvey and Stephanie), Dan­
iel Maibach (Bro. Tim and Sis.
Mary), Rhonda Marty (Bro. Ron
and Tammy), Sis. Holly Stoller
(Bro. Ed and Sis. Verla), and Julie
Widmer (Bro. Jim and Sis. Karen).

OHIO, TOLEDO
Teresa Rywalski
Rebecca Beard

" And God shall wipe away all
tears from their eyes; and there
shall be no more death, neither sor­
row, nor crying, neither shall there
be any more pain; for the former
things are passed away."

Rev. 21:4

Sis. Frances Laidig passed from
this life and has left her earthly
cares. She served many years as a
Sunday School teacher andmany of
her former students remembered
all the love she gave them. Our
prayers are with her children, Sis.
Connie Sancraint (Dave), David
Laidig (Vanessa), and Sharon Har­
ris, her grandchildren, and great
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grandchildren.
Ryan andKristie Sancraint had a

baby girl on May 10 named Kilei
Elizabeth. Ethanwelcomeshis baby
sister home. Happy grandparents
areDave andSis. Connie Sancraint.
It has been over six years since our
last baptism. What a joy it was to
have a full and overflowing church
on the weekend ofApril 30 andMay
1. It was a blessed time as we gath­
ered together to hear the testimo­
nies and witness the baptisms of
Bro. Ben Harmon ( Bro. Doug and
Sis. Lanna) and Bro. Bob and Sis.
Dorothy Stevens. Among the many
visitors were: Elder Bro. Bill
Schlatter (Sis. Emily, Junction), El­
der Bro. Mark Masters (Sis.
Jeannine, Mansfield), Retired Elder
Bro. Ben Maibach (Sis. Lorene, De­
troit, MI), Bro. Art Ingold (Sis.
Bonnie, Rittman), Bro. Mark
Ramsier (Sis. Alice, Sardis), Bro. Vic
Bauman (Sis. Brenda, Smithville),
Bro. Sam Schlatter (Sis. Linda,
Junction), Bro. Ben Manz (Junc­
tion), Bro. Randy Gasser (Sis. Sue,
Detroit, MI), Bro. Dwight Stoller
(Latty), and retired minister, Bro.
Gene Fetter (Sis. Marilyn, Bern
KS). '

We are thankful for themanyvis­
itors who join us each Sunday to
help with our song leading.

May God grant his blessings to
Summer Stoller and Travis Banks
as they were married on May 15.
They are living in Bellveue Ohio.

We extend our prayers to Bro.
Dave Beard (Sis. Geri) and their
family on the death of his father
George Beard.

Note ofThanks:
We wish to thank everyone who

remembered our mother, Sis. Fran­
ces Laidig, during her illness and in
her passingwith cards, flowers, and
many prayers offered in her and the
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family's behalf.
Sis. ConnieandDaveSancraint
Sharon Harris, and family

OREGON, PORTLAND
Louisa Gallup

.. .Immersed with Christ, I'm dead
to sin:

Thy Spirit now shall live within.
Zion's Harp #41

We were privileged to hear the
testimonies and witness the bap­
tism of Bro. Allen and Sis. Jennifer
Knecht. Sis. Jennifer's parents are
Jim and Janet Loomis of Oregon
City, OR; Bro. Allen's parents are
Bro. Ed and Sis. Judie Knecht of
Silverton, OR. We rejoicewith them
and also with two other dear souls
who gave their testimonies and
were brought into the Brotherhood
that same weekend: Bro. Ilijah and
Sis. Nada (Vujicic) Gavrilovic. Bro.
Ilijah and Sis. Nada had been at­
tending the Portland and Silverton
congregations for a number ofyears
and we certainly appreciate their
support and are thankful to be able
to count them amongst our breth­
ren.

We do wish to thank the follow­
ing Elder brethren for their labors
duringthat specialweekend ofApril
30-May 1: visitingElder Bro. Ervin
Knecht (Sis. Sandy, Eureka, IL) and
Elder Bro. Art Metz (Sis. Betty,
Silverton). We appreciate their will­
ingness to serve and share God's
Word with us.

Since the number ofpeople pres­
ent that weekend more than tripled
our usual attendance, we needed,
and did receive, extra help in order
to have things run smoothly. We
thank all those involved, for the lov­
ing support you have shown.
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...When all those whom Thou hast
chosen

In His love He would enfold.
As Thou art with them united
They also as one should be
In true love should serve each

other,
Finding joy in unity.

Zion's Harp #33

OREGON, SILVERTON
Cindy Metzger
Melissa Kuenzi

We welcome Kristen Brockamp
(Matt), Travis and Tammy
Dettwyler, and Evan Sinn (Bro.
Mark and Sis. Elsie) as our new
Brothers and Sisters in Christ. We
appreciate Elder Bro. Jon
Schmidgall (Sis. Julie, Oakville, IA)
travelinghere tohelp Elder Bro. Art
with testimonies.

We are happy for our convert
'Kenton Sinn (Bro. Tom and Sis.

Edith) who has found peace and is
waiting for baptism.

There are two newbabies towel­
come. AshleyHeidi wasborn to Bro.
Dean and Sis. Heidi Sinn on April
27. Her siblings are Jonathan, Jor­
dan, Erika, Savannah, and
Samantha. Her grandparents are
Sis. Marion Sinn, and Bro. Ernie
and Sis. Frieda Aberle (Tremont
IL). '

Robert Jeffery was born to Bro.
Rick and Sis. MiriamRoach onMay
11. His siblings are Victoria and
Rebekah. His grandparents areJeff
and Joyce Jensen (Portland) and
Raymond and Eileen Kuenzi
(Silverton).

We are thankful to have Sis. Eliz­
abeth Peasley and Kathryn Walter
(Bro. Chad and Sis. Megan) home
after being in the hospital.

The engagement of Bro. Shawn
Schurter (Leonard and Cheryl) and
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Sis. Kimberly Kuenzi (Bro. Lynn
and Sis. Marilyn) was announced.

Congratulations to the following
high school graduates: Justin
Kuenzi (Bro. Jack and Sis. Janet),
Jordan Kuenzi (Bro. Art and Sis.
MaryBeth), Emily Sinn (Bro. Mark
and Sis. Elsie), Juanita Sinn (Bro.
Don and Sis. Linda), and Darwin
Sinn (Bro. Tom and Edith).

Thanks to Elder Bro. Wayne
Fehr (Sis. Kathy) and Bro. Ron
Jones (Sis. Liz) of Portland and to
Bro. Dale Wulf (Sis. Becky, Lester,
IA) forministeringtheWord to us in
the past month.

PENNSYLVANIA
PHILADELPHIA

Nathan and
MaryElizabeth Gasser

Despite being rained out on our
first two attempts, we were eventu­
ally blessed with a beautiful week­
end for church cleaning this month.
We appreciate each one who came
and labored in theupkeep ofour pre­
cious church building.

We were grateful to have Bro.
Paul Gasser (Akron, OH) and Bro.
Everett Gerber (Rockville, CT)
share theWordwithus recently. We
encourage all those who might be
visiting the east coast this summer
to join us in worship on Sunday or
Wednesday evenings.

TENNESSEE,NASHVILLE
Mike and Monica Fritz

We have been strengthened and
encouraged in our faith by God's
LivingWord. We are so thankful for
our visiting ministering brothers:
Bros. Brandon Emch (Sis. Maria,
Kansas City, MO), Byron Stoller
(Sis. Carol, Gridley, IL), Gary
Brown (Sis. Jane, Forrest, IL), and
FredWitzig (Sis.Nancy, Indianapo-

SILVER LINING

lis, IN). We have also been greatly
blessed by the fellowship of breth­
ren and friends visiting from At­
lanta, GA; Bloomington-Normal,
Elgin, Eureka, Forrest, and
Gridley, IL; Francesville and India­
napolis, IN; Kansas City, MO; and
Junction, OH.

Ifyou are traveling in or through
the Nashville area, please plan to
worship with us. The following
churches are scheduled for services
in the near future: Roanoke, IL
(6/26); Burlington, IA (7/3); Junc­
tion, OH (7/10); Bluffton, IN (7/17);
Princeville, IL (7/24); and Eureka,
IL (7/31). We do not have a visiting
minister scheduled forFather's Day
(6/19). If you are planning to wor­
ship with us, please call ahead to
confirm our schedule. We also usu­
ally meet on Wednesday evenings
for a song service and would wel­
come any midweek visitors. Con­
tacts are Bro. Don and Sis. Faye
Sauder, (615) 373-8928; Bro. Mike
and Sis. Monica Fritz, (615)
952-9933; and Sis. Gwen Leuthold,
(615) 356-5755.

TEXAS
DALLAS/FORT WORTH

Carrie Beyer
Many thanks to the ministers

andvisitors who blessed us by being
here over the past couple months.
Visiting ministers included Bros.
Tim Zimmerman (Sis. Barbara,
Lamont-Gridley), Mark Gerber
(Sis. Barb, Bluffton), and Kevin
Banwart (Sis. Sandy, West Bend).

We'd like to invite anyone living
near or traveling through the area
to worship with us. We currently
meet in Grapevine, TX, at the Holi­
day Inn Express just northwest of
the DFW airport, near the intersec­
tion of Highways 114 and 121. To
reach the hotel while traveling ei-
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ther direction on Highway 121, exit
on Main Street; the hotel is on the
south side ofthe highway. For wor­
ship times or other information,
please contact Bro. Ken and Sis.
Sharon Lawson (817.431.0832) or
Bro. Kyle and Sis. Carrie Beyer
(817.750.1028).

TEXAS, SAN MARCOS
Amy Ringger

Serenity Ringger
Work in the garden has occupied

much of our time the last month or
so, and now we're entering the sea­
son of fruit-bearing. Luscious to­
matoes, crisp green beans, and
succulent squash are all coming on,
and even thewild grapes at the farm
are getting full-sized, though they
are still green yet. I happened on
this verse recently; "For as the
earthbringeth forth her bud, and as
the garden causeth the things in it
to spring forth; so the Lord God will
cause righteousness and praise to
spring forth before all the nations."
(Isaiah 61:11) We know that the
Lord'swill forus is "beingfruitful in
every goodwork." (Col.1:10), and to
bear the fruits of the Spirit.

We've been learning a hymn at
home about a garden-Gethsema­
ne (Hymns of Zion #63) and while
we enjoy the music, the words are
thought-provoking, ending with
verse four:

"If we would Christ's disciples be
Our will with his must blended be;
Our very self must overcome
That we may say, "Thy will be

done."
As Jesus in Gethsemane
By pray'r attained the victory;
So shall we, when we seek His face
Still find in Him abundant grace."

While you are working in your
garden this summer, maybe you'll
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also enjoy the analogies that God
has given for us to consider. "Ifye
walk in my statutes, and keep my
commandments and do them; then I
will give you rain in due season, and
the land shall yield her increase and
the trees ofthe field shall yield their
fruit." (Lev. 26:3-4)

Many of us enjoyed a farewell
dinner for Sis. Tricia Hodel who fin­
ishedupher student teaching in San
Antonio. Sis. Tricia has returned to
her home church in Gridley, IL.
May God bless her in her future
pathway.

Our ministers this month were
Elder Bros. Lynn Stieglitz (Leo),
Bruce Hohulin (Goodfield), Ben
Wiegand (Philadelphia), Art Metz
(Sis. Betty, Silverton). We enjoyed
the visitors from Francesville,
Bluffton, Taylor, and SouthBend.

The following churches are on
the minister rotation for June: (3)
Rittman, (10) Taylor, (17) Oakville,
(24) Latty, and (31) Chicago.

We extend a warm welcome to
anyone who may be in the area to
worship with us. Please call ahead
to help us plan for serving lunch and
other activities. Ifyou are available
for fellowship on Saturday evening,
Sunday evening, or during the
week, we'd be happy to plan some­
thing then as well. See the minis­
ters' book for local contact
information.
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Our congregation continues to
meet for services at the Quality Inn
inSanMarcos, TX. SanMarcosislo­
cated on IH-35, approximately 20
minutes south ofAustin or about 50
minutes north of downtown San
Antonio. Take Exit #206; the hotel
is on the southbound frontage road.

VERMONT, NORWICH
Areli Reutter

"Consider the lilies ... Solomon
in all his glory was not arrayed like
one of these."

Luke 12:27

Greetings beloved inChrist! This
month four different visitingminis­
ters labored to serve us in the Lord:
Bro. Paul Gasser (Akron, OH) and
Bros. Dan Goric, Warren Zahner,
and Elder Bro. Kevin Ryan
(Rockville, CT). We praise the Lord
for their willingness to share the
gospel. We are also thankful for
their traveling companions and the
many other visitors whose very
presence helps to nurture the small
flock in Vermont.

FromApril until August, we will
be holding services bimonthly (on
the second and fourth Sundays of
each month). The following
churcheswill be participating in the
minister rotation: Rockville, CT;
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Akron, OH; Mansfield, OH;
Rittman, OH; Smithville, OH; and
Tremont, IL. We thank these be­
loved congregations for being will­
ing to share their servants.

Ifyou have plans to visit beauti­
ful NewEngland this spring, please
worshipwithus! Giveusacallinad­
vance to help us plan for your atten­
dance. Services start promptly at
10:15 in the morning and 12:15 in
the afternoon. Sunday school is
taught during the morning service.
Take exit 13 off Interstate 91 and
proceed to 344 Main Street,
Norwich, VT 05055. For more in­
formation or directions, please con­
tact MoreyWeiss at (802) 295- 5981
or Bro. Kirby Reutter at (802) 779-
7533. Ifyou are a songleader, please
do not forget your pitch pipe.

In Vermont, the God of creation
has finally planted His springtime
flowers. The Bible tells us that they
are very beautiful, but they won't
last very long. What a symbol ofhu­
man life!

"For all flesh is as grass, and all
the glory of man as the flower of
grass. The grass whithereth, and 1

the flower thereof falleth away"
I Peter 1:24
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Sermon continued frompage 2

come. How He even revealed here
the judgment that was going to
come. Daniel was brought in before
them. How right away the king
sought to give these gifts to Daniel
if he could interpret them. But
Daniel said, "... Let thy gifts be to
thyself, and give thy rewards to an­
other; yet I will read the writing
unto the king, and make known to
him the interpretation." (Daniel
5:17). Daniel's heart was not upon
the substance of this world. Dan­
iel's heart was, even though he car­
ried the flesh and walked upon
earth, his heart was in heaven,
communicating with his God. He
recognized that these gifts were
nothing. They had nothing to help
in the soul salvation. Rather he
saw how to be careful, to be lured
away by the desire of the gifts of
men. But rather how he desired
that he could walk close to the

ord of God.
God gave him the Word. He

brought forth the meaning of that
writing upon the wall. He told
Belshazzar, "But hast lifted up
thyself against the Lord of heaven;
and they have brought the vessels
of his house before thee... " (Daniel
5:23). And they fell and they wor­
shipped them and had these idols
that they made. Idols that they set
before them. They became their
idols.

How many things in this world
become idols to men? Who put
above God? Who praise and their
whole life is evolved around, what­
ever it may be. Here it became
these cups ofgold, they praised and
worshipped them. (Daniel 5:23)

Then it says, "...and the God in
whose hand thy breath is, and
whose are all thy ways, hast thou
not glorified:" (Daniel 5:23). God
desires that we glorify Him. In our
walk of life, in our conduct, by our
attitude. God brings forth the judg­
ment. He told, here in the sad case
of Belshazzar, it said, " ...God hath
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numbered thy kingdom, and fin­
ished it." (Daniel 5:26). God had
drawn the line and his kingdom
was brought to a close because he
was lifted up. He continued and fell
away from God rather than seek­
ing and turning to Him.

It says, "...Thou art weighed in
the balances, and art found want­
ing." (Daniel 5:27). How will it be,
dear ones, when we stand before
our God in judgment? We are going
to be weighed in the balances. We
are going to be weighed according
to this Word. Will we be found
wanting? Will we come short from
the Word that would grant us en­
trance into eternal life?

Yet we have the opportunity to
take of the precious substance of
this Word. That we would not be as
the chaff that is blown about. That
we would not be like the wind and
the clouds that are blown here and
there and to and fro. But we would
be grounded upon the rock of
Christ.

It says, "...Thy kingdom is di­
vided, and given to the Medes and
Persians." (Daniel 5:28).
Belshazzar's kingdom was of the
world. And it was given away. Ifwe
have our hearts upon this world, it
will be taken from us and it will be
given away. But if we have our
kingdom in heaven, if we put our
treasures in heaven, we will have
an inheritance that shall not be
taken away. But we shall inherit
eternal life.

Then we have to think of the
other lesson. As we think, here was
a ruler who was not following God.
Yet God allowed him to rule. Here
this Belshazzar had forgotten
about Daniel. It was his wife who
reminded him of Daniel and his
days and how he brought direction
to his father and how he had forgot­
ten. (Daniel 5:10-12).

Dear ones, I have to think, that
God knows and we know not what
rulers will be over us. We do not
know ifwe will come to a point and
time where we would maybe have a
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ruler such as this, who would turn
away and not be following God our
Father. Yet we need to seek the ex­
ample of Daniel. As he didn't seek
to be promoted of himself. He did­
n't continue to come and proclaim
his greatness and what he knew.
But when he was petitioned and
called forth, he looked to God and
waited upon God by His Spirit to
direct him what to speak. He had
his faith in God. So likewise, dear
ones, may we be encouraged to be
faithful to God. And know that all
things are in His power, Who gives
the glory to each kingdom as He
should give. And gives the power
that men do have.

Dear ones, we each have a power
given to us. By our conduct, what
will we do with it? Will we give our
hearts to Christ our Lord? Will we
give it to the Word of God? Again,
or are we filled upon the things of
this world and seek its treasures?

Then we find, when we, as we of­
ten carry the flesh, we find here a
warning in the New Testament. It
says, "Brethren, if a man be over­
taken in a fault, ye which are spiri­
tual, restore such an one in the
spirit of meekness; considering
thyself, lest thou also be tempted."
(Galatians 6:1). We find in the
Word of God such beautiful in­
struction. We find the love of
Christ our Lord. Who does not de­
sire that we would stray from the
fold. We know that Jesus is the
Shepherd true and we are His
sheep. A good shepherd watches
over his sheep. If the sheep would
stray into the thorns and the
thicket or away from the flock, the
good shepherd goes after his sheep.

Dear ones, we are seeing here
the direction given to us. That we
sometimes are caught up in a fault.
Not one ofus are exempt. But here
it says, if a man be overtaken in a
fault, ye which are spiritual ...then
we see the need to gather around
the Word of God. That by God's
grace that we can be spiritually
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minded and be seeing the way. It
says restore such an one. If we see
that brother that is falling, that is
straying, let us think of it as an op­
portunity. Not an easy one. But as
an opportunity.

First of all, we find here, by the
Word of God, it says in the spirit of
meekness. There is not one of us
can be lifted up and think well now
we are spiritual and that gives us to
be above our brother. That is not
so, dear ones. It is by God's grace
He gives us understanding and if
He gives us insight. Or perhaps
maybe we are the ones that we are
found in that fault. We all find our­
selves with a fault. We cannot see
our own selves. So we see a two fold
working that God is working to see
how we fulfill our love for one an­
other. If we follow the direction of
God's Word, it can be a blessing.
That when we can be in the spirit of
meekness, that is not going to come
with harsh accusations or anger.
But it is going to be in meekness.

It says, considering thyself, lest
thou also be tempted. There we
find the beauty. Because it brings a
self inspection. We consider our­
selves, our walk of life. We recog­
nize that we cannot say that we are
faultless in all that we do. But we
have our shortcomings.

But it is still that we have to go
when there is that which needs to
be encouraged then and to be
brought back and to be warned. We
have that opportunity that we are
watchful. And we are on guard.
That we are then even awakened
that we be not led astray. That we
remain with the precious fold that
we have been brought into.

He says, "Bear ye one another's
burdens, and so fulfil the law of
Christ." (Galatians 6:2). We know
that the household of faith is filled
with many members. We think of
God who has created and knows
each and every one. Yet He has
given each one our own attitude,
our own style, we may say. We find
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here and often in life, it says, bear
ye one another's burdens. Some­
times there are things that we need
to bear one another's burdens. We
think of it as patience. Or when we
think of the fruit of the Spirit, ifwe
read the chapter before, we read of
forbearance. There is times we
need to forbear them. It doesn't say
here it will be easy. It doesn't say it
will be without a struggle. But it
says, and so fulfil the law ofChrist.

Jesus was forbearing to each one
of us. Jesus was patient when we
were going astray. When maybe we
are upon the way, and maybe that
we often maybe become blinded.
We refuse to receive the correction
of the Word ofGod. The Lord bears
us along. He doesn't cast us off. But
He continually admonishes and
brings forth the Word that we
could be awakened. We need to all
realize the need to gather around
the precious Word, that we could
be awakened to ourselves. Not one
of us are exempt.

We find that, I believe, that God
places us as ministers first, be­
cause we are the weakest. The
Word comes forth and speaks to
our hearts first. We all need to be
awakened and to be reminded of
the precious Word and teaching
and to be willing to bear the bur­
dens. I think of Jesus. He says,
come after me and take up the
cross (St. Mark 8:34). There are
things that we take willingly. It
may bring a hardship or suffering.
But when it brings a patience,
when it brings us upon our knees in
sincerity, when it brings us where
we are broken perhaps and that we
realize the world is empty and
nothing and all we want is a closer
walk with our Father in heaven,
then we find the blessing of it. So
let us be willing to bear one an­
other's burdens. Let us be patient.
Let us be willing to go speak in
meekness. Let us be willing to con­
sider ourselves. There we find that
the household ofGodwill flourish.

It may be that it's, if we are on
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the side where we are the ones that
have a fault, again it is not easy. It's
maybe not something we will
quickly and readily receive. But if
we wait upon the Spirit and we look
to the Word of God and turn to the
Lord in prayer, praying for grace to
open our eyes and receive that cor­
rection, we find the blessing, we
find a growth in our Lord and Sav­
ior. Again, it is an opportunity.
Maybe it is not given to all of us.
But if it is given, may we take it
willingly that we may grow.

"For if a man think himself to be
something, when he is nothing, he
deceiveth himself." (Galatians
6:3). As we read of Belshazzar, is
not that what we saw and read
about? He thought himself to be
something. That is a terrible snare
to fall in, dear ones, when we think
that we are something. We know in
the time we live in, there are so
many proclaiming self esteem. Let
it be rather that we glorify our God.
That we realize it is God who gives
us the grace to go on. He gives us
the breath of life. He gives us the
means that we can continue on.

Here it says, when he is nothing.
That is the danger of it. When we
are lifted up in self. We are noth­
ing. We cannot even change the
hair ofour head. We cannot change
naught on this earth. We cannot
make the sun to stand still. We can­
not make the things that God
knows and has control over. It is
not in our power. But when we
yield to the Word of God, and we
flee from the things of the world
and we humble ourselves, then
God can grant the grace. And by
faith we press onward. Then we
find the closeness and a walk with
Christ our Lord a blessing.

It says, "But let every man prove
his own work, and then shall he
have rejoicing in himselfalone, and
not in another." (Galatians 6:4).
We have to prove our own work.
Fine if we can willingly, take
maybe these things that we've read
about and turn to the Lord, seek
Him through prayer. Praying for
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patience. Praying for forbearance.
Praying for the right attitude. That
as God works, that we can show
forth that beautiful attitude that
we see in Christ our Lord.

It says, "For every man shall
bear his own burden." (Galatians
6:5). How we bear our own burden,
each one of us, we have our strug­
gles maybe, but we take it to Christ
our Lord. Or turn to the Word of
God to find direction. Yet as we
gather together as members in the
precious church, we can help one
another. We can be encouraged.
We can be edified.

It goes on to say, "Let him that is
taught in the word communicate
unto him that teacheth in all good
things." (Galatians 6:6). How
needful to be teaching. To commu­
nicate. Those who are taught in the
Word, that they would show forth
an example in their walk of life.
Sometimes it is by observing a
faithful example that maybe im­
presses the heart and then would
encourage us to follow the same.
May that be our desire within the
church to do our part to exemplify
that example in our conduct. In our
walk of life. In our attitude.

He goes on to say, "Be not de­
ceived... " (Galatians 6:7). Again,
we've read much ofthat word ofde­
ceived. We read of Belshazzar who
fell into deception and following
the worshipping the gods of the
vessels of this world. Again, be not
deceived. As long as we carry the
flesh, we need to recognize we can
be deceived. Such is the need to
gather around the Word ofGod. To
fellowship among the believers and
in the household of faith.

It says," ...God is not mocked: for
whatsoever a man soweth, that
shall he also reap." (Galatians 6:7).
It seems that it is often the nature
of the man we do not want to be re­
minded of that. But here it is sim­
ple. It is straightforward. That
whatever we sow, that shall he also
reap. It brings really a, maybe an
awakening to us and a fear that we
be careful what we are sowing.
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What we are sowing forth, that
shall we reap.

What are we speaking? Are we
sowing words of kindness? What is
our action? Are we sowing forth
words and actions of humbleness
and meekness, temperance? Are
we showing forth actions of for­
bearance? Are we showing forth
and taking the burdens and bear­
ing them patiently and enduring
them? May it be that we would en­
dure some suffering, that we would
take it patiently. We bear that bur­
den within our selves. And we take
it willingly. We know that when we
do such, then we shall reap the
blessings of God.

But if we follow the way of self
that puts self first, that's lifted in
pride, that is sowing the way of self
gratification, then we find that we
will reap the treasures of this
world, which is only sorrow. Which
will come to naught. Which will be
taken away. Which is only for amo­
ment and will bring sorrow.

"For he that soweth to his flesh
shall of the flesh reap corruption;
but he that soweth to the Spirit
shall of the Spirit reap life everlast­
ing." (Galatians 6:8). The Word of
God puts it so simply. If we sow to
the flesh, we are going to reap cor­
ruption. Corruption is to me, it
seems parallel, it is death. Our nat­
ural man is going to die off. If we
sow to that, we are going to reap
that corruption. We are going to
reap death. But he that soweth to
the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap
life everlasting. When we turn and
hearken to the call of the Lord, to
the gospel message that comes
forth ofrepentance, we allow as the
Spirit would come forth, to repent
and be converted, it says he that
soweth to the Spirit, we begin to be
sowers of the spiritual things. The
fruit of the Spirit we can read of in
the previous chapter. The meek­
ness, the temperance, the gentle­
ness and goodness, those things we
are sowing forth. It says of the
Spirit shall reap life everlasting.
What a precious promise that we
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have. That we will receive life ever­
lasting when we sow those things.

But it is contrary to the nature of
our flesh, isn't it? There is a battle
that we have to go against our
flesh. There is abattle each day. We
know that Satan is going out to try
to lead us and pull us astray. We're
amongst people and society that we
recognize is so contrary. That is fol­
lowing self and lifted in pride. We
need to be on guard, the things we
see out there. We need to be careful
that we not allow ourselves to be­
come wrapped up in those things
that pull us away from the precious
faith.

It goes on to say, "And let us not
be weary in well doing: for in due
season we shall reap, if we faint
not." (Galatians 6:9). Again, pre­
cious, encouraging words. Let us
not be weary in well doing. It just
may be, we may feel ourselves as if
we are the only ones who are striv­
ing to do good. It may be that we
come to a time where we do not see
the way of faith. Where men seek
their own way. We become weary
in striving to do well. Maybe we
come ofthe attitude where we want
to throw up the hands and maybe
give up. But dear ones, in due sea­
son we shall reap if we faint not.

We read ofDaniel. I had to think
of all that he had been through. I
had to think of the kings that were
ruled over him. They did not be­
lieve. They followed after idols
time and time again. Yet his faith
carried him through. He often re­
freshed himself through the Word
of God and followed well doing.
And we know that in due season
the Lord shall return and there we
will reap.

It says, "As we have therefore
opportunity, let us do good unto all
men, especially unto them who are
of the household of faith."
(Galatians 6:10). We find the privi­
lege to be willing to help those,
where we have that opportunity,
again the opportunity that would

Sermon continued on page 46
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come forth. May it be in ways, at
the time at first don't recognize,
but then maybe our eyes are open
to it. Let us give ourselves to that
opportunity of doing good. It says
to all men, but especially the
household offaith because they are
brethren purchased by Christ and
our Lord and Savior and they are of
the household of faith.

It says here, "Ye see how large a
letter I have written unto you with
mine own hand." (Galatians 6:11).
As the Apostle Paul went forth
writing the letters and encourag­
ing the church, they had opportu­
nity there to read that letter, dear
ones. Likewise, we know that as
our Elders meet and gather to­
gether, that we will be reading a
letter. It is needful to be reminded
and be encouraged and to follow
that. As the letter would come
forth, that we too could be encour­
aged in the way of faith.

Satan wants to bring men to a
love of self. To the love of the pos­
sessions of this world, rather than
a love ofGod and love of the breth­
ren. That we can be encouraged to
be cross bearers. To bear one an­
other's burdens. To take patiently
those things that we suffer. That
we look to Christ quickly. Turn to
Him often in prayer. That we

If anyone is serving in our
Armed Forces that would ap­
preciate receiving a printed
sermon, please send their
name and address or email ad­
dress to:

would be willing to be admonished
and to admonish one another.
There we find the blessing. And to
be sowers ofthat which is good and
of the Spirit.

It says, "As many as desire to
make a fair shew in the flesh ... "
(Galatians 6:12). How we see many
times, many who want to make
that show in the flesh. Who want to
show of the outward nature.

It says, " ...they constrain you to
be circumcised; only lest they
should suffer persecution for the
cross of Christ." (Galatians 6:12).
How we find that here that again,
men who desired to make that
show of their ability. Rather it says
to suffer the persecution for the
cross of Christ. That is the joy that
we receive, when we can suffer,
perhaps for the cross ofChrist, that
our spiritual eyes can be open to
the heavenly calling, to the heav-

enly walk. To the straight and nar­
row way that will lead us to the
heavenly gates, where if we are
faithful, we can be entered in.

It says, "For neither they them­
selves who are circumcised keep
the law; but desire to have you cir­
cumcised, that they may glory in
your flesh." (Galatians 6:13). Here
they had the desire that they would
be circumcised, only that they
could glory in the flesh.

But the Apostle Paul said, "But
God forbid that I should glory, save
in the cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ... " (Galatians 6:14). May it
be dear ones, that we would glory
only in the cross of Christ. That
brings us closer to our Lord and
Savior and puts away this nature of
the flesh and helps us that we be
spiritual sowers of God's Word.

U.S.A. BOARD WORK PROJECTS
For area work projects, please contact the following Disas­

ter Work Project Committee Representative:

Kansas:

Iowa:

Illinois:

Paul Kaeb
Phone:
Cell:
E-mail:

Martin Zaugg
Phone/Fax: 515-379-1693
Cell: 515-320-2404

Marvin Sauder
Phone: 309-925-4171
Fax: 309-925-2409
Cell: 309-241-8171
E-mail:

785-284-3261
785-547-5269
paulkaeb@ksiconveyors.com

mmksblf@dpc.net

Printed Sermons
6082 N. 2800 East Rd.

Forrest, IL 61741
orphone (815) 657-8798

Indiana:

E-mail:

Gerry Waibel
Phone/Fax: 219-279-2582

glwaibel@hotmail.com

Gateway Woods Auction
August 20, 2005

Ohio: Ken Zollinger
Phone: 330-925-6370
Fax: 330-927-6370
Cell: 330-466-2247



-
June 2005 SILVER LINING 47

CARIBBEAN BOARD PROJECTS - 2005
Al? volunteers should contact theproject coordinator. Shouldyou not be able to contact the coordinator, forHaiti direct your

nquiry to Bro. TomHitz, Ph. 734-454-9229, Fax 1-734-454-9259 orE-mail thitzhome@@juno.com. ForJamaica, directyour in-
uiry to Bro. Kevin Sauder, Ph./Fax 309-263-4036 or E-mail kjs@a5.com.

II HAITI
!I ORG. I DATE I AREA I COORDINATOR I PROJECT I CAPACITY
!I JAMAICA
I CCCD I July 2-9, 2005 I DeafVillage I Dean Ramsier I Work Place I 40

COORDINATOR PHONE FAX E-MAIL
Jon Zeller 309-266-9009
Ron Palitto 330-336-5373
Bob Beebe 574-291-2158 574-299-8173 rbeebe@surfpure.com
Tom Hitz 734-454-9229 734-454-9259 thitzhome@juno.com
Phil Isabel 219-261-3541 219-261-2885

Dean Pashak 989-662-7685 989-662-7685 dwpashak@charter.net
Bill Rager 419-263-2989

Kevin Sauder 309-263-4036 309-263-4036 kjs@a5.com
Rich Bertschi 309-467-6110 lemangm@mtco.com
Ted Habegger 260-694-6765 th@parlorcity.com
Mike Reinhard 248-477-2287 248-427-0396 mlreinhard@msn.com
Troy Stuber 309-925-2603 tstuber@highstream.net

Rick Wuethrich 219-567-9488 219-567-2542 topnotch@home.ffni.com
Greg (Beth) Herman 309-243-5610 gbherman@juno.com

Warren Kloter 309-208-2785 wkloter@myexcel.com
Roger Stoller 309-747-3228 309-747-2566 rstoller@dtnspeed.net
Dean Ramsier 330-334-2561 ramsier@neo.rr.com

CCCD=Caribbean Christian Center for the Deaf A.W.A. - B.= Apostolic Water Aid/Bluffton
MEBSH = Missions of Evangelical Baptists of South Haiti A.W.A. - FRW = Apostolic Water Aid/Francesville,
Palm Grove = Mission of Haiti Remington, Wolcott
S.E.E.D. = An Agricultural School & Extension Service A.W.A. - T = Apostolic Water Aid/Tremont
TBA = To Be Announced (*) = Changes or additions since last issue
Palm Grove = Mission of Haiti (**)= Spring Break Timeframe

Mexico Work Teams 2005

Location Date Proiect Coordinator Phone E-mail
Magdalena June 25-July 2 2005 Construction Tim Lehman 765-474-1168 TLehman@ICONTrans.com
Rio Bravo June 18-25. 2005 Construction Dean Fiechter 260-565-3439 dafiechter@parlorcity.com
Magdalena Julv 16-23 2005 Construction Kent Mogler 651-452-8586 kent.mogler@genmills.com
Magdalena July 23-30, 2005 Construction Brian Ricketts 815-657-8308 brickett24@hotmail.com
Juarez September 14-21, 2005 Medical/Dental Cheryl Herrmann 309-385-1082 cherylh@mtco.com

Magdalena November 19-26, 2005 Construction Loren Dettwyler 503-873-5784 lmdettwyler@peoplepc.com

If anyone is interested in teaching health/first aid/medical/fire/EMT/dental skills in Magdalena, Imuris, or
Ixtlan, contact Sis. Cheryl Herrmann.
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- NOTICE -
Repair and Distribution of

Worn Bibles &
Bible Story Books

Hymns ofZion
Gospel Hymns &

Tabernacles

We again have places to send all
of these books.

Please get your books to us or"° Goodfield World Relief Cen­
ter.

Books aremainly distributed to
India, Philippines, and Africa.

Jerry and Arlene Banwart
307 First St

Congerville, IL 61729
(309) 448-2416

SILVER LINING

Ed Graf
Residential Program Director
PO Box 151
Leo, IN 46765
1-888-443-4283
ed.graf@gatewaywoods.org
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Lynn Stieglitz
Counseling Elder
15417 Doty Rd.
New Haven, IN 46774
260-65 7 -1033

A INTERESTED IN HOUSEPARENTING?

Houseparenting at Gateway Woods offers an
opportunity for a couple, directed of the Lord, to
come to work in a full-time on going ministry at

Gateway Woods. This position offers competitive wages and bene­
fits and a close relationship with brothers and sisters whose hearts
and lives are dedicated to a common mission with an eternal re­
ward. If you feel the call to explore these possibilities, please call
one of the brothers listed below.

Apostolic Christian
Counseling Services

73 East Queenwood Rd,
Morton, IL 61550

309-263-5536 (local#)
309-263-6841 (fax)

877-370-9988 (toll free)
www.accounseling.org

Counseling for depression, anxi­
ety, relationship problems, etc...

- Information about mental

I
health issues and relationship
problems

- Referrals to qualified mental
health professionals in your
area

- Telephone consultations with a
counselor

- Staffed by professional counsel­
ors and registered nurses

- All calls are strictly confidential

BIBLE DISTRIBUTION

The Bible Distribution Center which
was formerly in Leo, IN has been

moued to Bluffton, IN.

All books, includingBibles, in English and other languages, plus
Bible Story Books which have been approved by the Apostolic
Christian Mission Committee, are available for those who wish to
distribute them in the name of Jesus Christ.

The book inventory is computerized, and the personnel at
Bluffton can drop ship to nearly any address.

To order, contact,

Apostolic Christian Church
Bible Distribution

PO Box 30
1254 S. Main Street
Bluffton, IN 46714

Phone and Fax 260/824-5587
E-mail: bibledist@parlorcity.com

I
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Gateway Uoods Benefit Oution
Ougust 20, 2005

Faith & Fellowship, Caring & Sharing -
for the Whole Family!

Faith & Fellowship: Join over 2,300 fellow Apostolic Christians on
Auction day. It's a time of fellowship for our brotherhood.

Caring & Sharing: All proceeds go to fund the 6 Christ-centered
programs of Gateway Woods, which serve over 200 children and
families each year.

Food: Enjoy delicious homemade pies, sandwiches, breakfast items,
lemon shake-ups, potato curls, ice cream, and much more!

Children's Activities: Supervised children's activities are offered
throughout the day. Children have a wonderful time at the Auction!

Great Items: Already this year we've got a beautifully restored John
Deere tractor, a battery-operated John Deere Gator for kids, and a
vacation package to Montana - located in big sky country near
Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks!

For the Whole Family: Coming to the Auction is a great way to
wrap up the summer as a family. We hope to see you on August 20!

comeShare intheBlessing!
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This is the beginning ofa series ofarti­
cles entitled, "The Ties That Bind." It is a
history-related look at the events, patterns
and practices that have made our Apos­
tolic Christian fellowship a warm and
closely-related brotherhood.

Consistent, mutually-submissive pat­
terns of following God and His Word will
result in holiness among the brethren;
and will give life and strength to the ties
that bind us in our precious faith.

"Therefore we ought to give the more
earnest heed to the things which we have
heard, lest at any timewe should let them
slip."

Hebrews 2:1

Ours is a precious faith and fellowship!
Such an attitude has been expressed over
and over from our pulpits, and it resounds
daily in the hearts of truly converted be­
lievers. Appreciation for the beloved
church and the Biblical values it upholds
runs deep among the brethren.

In light ofthis, several questions arise:
Canwe retain the faith (for future genera­
tions, if the Lord tarries)? What special
characteristics have made our church so
special? Is it automatic that our brother­
hood will always exist (so long as God tar­
ries)? If our tradition lessens, will our
warm fellowship wane? These are indeed
relevant questions. The deep bond that
exists across the congregations is unique
and seemingly matchless.

In view of our special closeness - and
in being aware that Satan wants to tear
and demolish all that is good and pleasing
to God - it is beneficial to review and
thence define characteristics that seem­
ingly have made our church what it is.
There is no guarantee it will stand forever
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as it is. If we are casual in our under­
standing and practice, there is potential
that the ties of close Christian warmth
will cool as the years wear on. That is Sa­
tan's wish.

The special ties that bind us in love and
harmony through Christ Jesus are many.
A listing of some are given:

TheBible is seen as God's pure andun­
corrupted message to man. It is divinely
inspired. It is infallible (unfailing) and
inerrant (without error). By God's grace,
a converted believer is to follow its teach­
ings. It is the only rule of faith and life.

The KingJames Version is highly reli­
able today because of the authenticity of
ancient texts used in the translation from
Greek and Hebrew into the English lan­
guage (in 1611). Applying the New Testa­
ment texts as literally as possible, and
observing the wise principles of the Old
Testament, will help to preserve the faith.

The proliferation of so many different
versions of the Bible poses a threat to the
truth. By remainingwith the long-estab­
lished reliability of the Authorized King
James Bible, a common thread ofpercep­
tual and applicational unity has been re­
tained in the church.

Seeing the (birth in
Aistarical Cantet

Our spiritual outlook has its roots
like many other denominations - in the
Reformation of 1517, although we trace
our foundationalbeliefs to the Scriptures.

Our doctrinal essence found a deep in­
fluence in what is known as the radical
(or Bible-reaffirming) reformation of
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1525 when believers sought to flee false­
hoods and re-establish a church using
only theWord as their guide for faith and
life. This resulted in a Bible-rooted doc­
trine and church structure. Historically,
we as a church connect, in part, to the
God-inspired movement called
Anabaptism.

Anabaptism was a renewal movement
to follow Christ in everyday life. Disciple­
ship was intertwined with faith. Faith
and faithfulness were considered insepa­
rable. We have a similar doctrine and
church structure, but we are not tied di­
rectly to that movement.

Our immediate historical root stems
from the Froehlich movement that began
in the 1820's in Switzerland. Again, a
concerted attempt was made to re-estab­
lish a church based on a New Testament
model. The doctrine of repentance and
conversion (in a true sense) was invigo­
rated by Brother Samuel Froehlich. The
fervency and applicational sincerity (to
follow the Word) of those believers re­
sulted in the close brotherhood we have
today.

It is well that this be understood and
deeply appreciated to maintain the ties
that bind us. Ifwe become cut off, or par­
tially disconnected, from an understand­
ing of our heritage, and the special
insights and order it provided us (and this
is happening as the generations unfold),
we can becomemore andmore influenced
by less-meaningful and false Christian
ways.

We should be conscious that a histo­
rian once said that the Froehlich move­
ment "was like the time of the Apostles."
(Dr. Delbert Gratz, Bluffton College,
Ohio).

By Perry A. Klopfenstein

Next Issue:
More on "The Ties That Bind."
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From Across The Ocean

"You Are An Heir"
Elder Bro. Willis Ehnle, Shioda, Japan

51

We like to think about going
o heaven. There is every indi­
ation that it is a very peaceful
?Perience. We also hear of re-
eiving a reward ifwe have used
ur time and talent for the Lord.
For we must all appear before
he judgment seat of Christ;
hat every one may receive the
hings done in his body, accord­
ng to that he hath done,
hether it be good or bad."
owever, the teaching that we
e heirs of God takes us into a

pew dimension. This implies at
least partial ownership of

~

eaven.
Romans 8:16, 17 reads, "The
pirit itself beareth witness
vith our spirit, that we are the
{hildren of God: And if chil­
lren, then heirs; heirs of God,
ind joint-heirs with Christ; if soe that we suffer with him, that
ve may be also glorified to­
tether."r Usually, children are the
heirs to their parents' assets,
providing the parents have
omething for the children to in­
herit. Now if we are truly con-
erted to Christ, we are the

children of God. The Bible says
so in the verses quoted above. It
follows that we should inherit
God's assets, which is every­
thing, but especially, it is
heaven and heaven's treasures,
whatever they are. I should
think those treasures include
fellowship with God, with
Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
with angels, and with the saints.
That's what makes things so
peaceful and so pleasant. I as­
sume that the treasures are
non-material treasures, al­
though Revelation speaks of
streets made of pure gold. Here
on earth, gold can be used for
money but I don't think we will
be shopping for anything in
heaven.

It is customary that the heirs
only receive their inheritance
upon the death of the authors of
their last will and testament. In
the case ofbeingheirs ofGod, we
think that surely He will not
need to die, for us to become His
heirs. However, there is a sense
in which God did die in the per­
son of Christ, when Christ died
for our sins on the cross. We

read in II Corinthians 5: 19, "To
wit, that God was in Christ, rec­
onciling the world unto him­
self."

Basically, death means sepa­
ration, usually the spirit leaves
the body, they separate. The
way God experienced death is
that He and Christ were sepa­
rated, which is indicated by
Christ's words, "My God, my
God, why hast thou forsaken
me?" Mark 15:34. We often talk
about Christ dying for us but
God also experienced that ag­
ony. Not only did the Son expe­
rience separation from God, His
Father, but the Father experi­
enced separation from Jesus
Christ, His Son. That's a high
price to pay for our redemption
and for our inheritance in
heaven.

Someone has said, "If Christ
be God and died for me, then
there is no sacrifice too great for
me to make for Him." We are
richly blessed for any sacrifice
we do make. You are an heir of
the spiritual treasures and
blessings of heaven. Rejoice.
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