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Sermon by retired Elder Bro. Ed Lanz, Oakville, IA
Ecclesiastes 1 and St. Mark 8:27-38, 9:1
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No doubt, beloved ones, the Lord in
His sojourn here upon this earth met
many different situations, perhaps
many obstacles had to be overcome.
And He was not always sure whether
He was beingwell received or whether
He was beingmocked and ridiculed. In
this particular portion of scripture we
read this morning, He raised the ques­
tion there to His disciples that,
" ...Whom do men say that I am?" St.
Mark 8:27. There were differences of
opinion, as we could read there. Some
said" ...John the Baptist: but some say,
Elias; and others, One of the proph­
ets." St. Mark 8:28.

We are living, dear ones, in a time
perhaps far removed from the time
that Jesus Christ walked the shores of
Galilee and mingled with the people
here upon this earth. I believe as we
are gathered here in the Lord's house
this morning, we would be certain in
saying that everyone who is here be­
lieves in Jesus Christ and knows why
He came here to dwell upon this earth
for a short time.

It seems that even though many
years have elapsed since the Lord was
here, many things have come and
gone, we are so grateful that there is
one thing that we have that is stead­
fast and sure, and would even be as an
anchor to our soul. And that is the pre­
cious Truth, the Word of Life that we
have before us, this morning.

The Lord there in His conversation
with His disciples, even as Peter so
very boldly, if we can use that term,
says " ...Thou art the Christ" St. Mark
8:29, He told them that they should go
and tell no man. It is often somewhat
ofa puzzle to me as we read the record
ofthe Lord, the four Gospels. So many
times when He was able by the power
ofGod to perform amiracle, and there
were those who were recipients of it,
thatwanted to share it with others and
He would say that they should tell no
one. Perhaps we could take from this,
from the Lord's attitude there, thatHe

had a very humble attitude. He was
not one that was going around want­
ing to boast of the things that He did.
Because He realized that anything
that He could accomplish and do was
given unto Him from His Father in
heaven. I believe we can take a good
lesson from this as we are here this
morning. We know that God is able to
hear the prayer of a humble soul, and
on the other hand He will resist the
proud.

As we are here, dear ones, again this
morning and consider the plan of sal­
vation, the real mission and purpose of
our Lord and Savior coming here upon
this earth to pay the price for your sins
and mine, I believe it should humble
every one of us. I believe, first of all
those of us who have become con­
verted and become God's children, we
many times have to go back to the very
time in our life, whether it was just a
few months ago, a number ofyears, or
many, manyyears, and rememberhow
it was when we were walking, follow­
ing the ways of the world, being led by
Satan, the enemy ofthe soul. We know
we were not happy, we were not satis­
fied. We were seeking something that
would be good for us, something that
would be beneficial.

And we believe that there are per­
haps even amongus this morningdear
friends of the truth, children ofbeliev­
ing parents, whatever the case maybe,
who know theWord and know what is
expected. But we know dear ones,
there is also an enemy who is present.
And he likes in so many ways to cause
people upon the earth to become de­
ceived, confused, dissatisfied, and to
try to seek pleasure in the things that
are fleeting and temporal.

We know that when we consider the
way that we can reach the Father
heart of God through prayer, how
many times when the Lord was here
upon this earth, dear ones, did He re­
sort to prayer? We know in one place
there He went out into a place alone

and He prayed unto His Father and
He thanked Him that He was heard.

Again, whenwe consider the plan of
salvation, the reason for the Lord
coming here on this earth, and then
try to apply it to our very life, it be­
comes a very, very close matter to us, a
very, very serious matter. And again, I
believe those of us who have become
God's children, we cannot appreciate
enough that He was able to rescue us
even from the clutches andjaws of Sa­
tan, the enemy of the soul. And was
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"The entrance ofthy words
giveth light; it giveth under­
standing unto the simple."
(Ps. 119:130)
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Light From The Word
Writings based
on God's Word
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Jesus said to His disciples "...If any man
will come after me, let him deny himself,
and take up his cross, and follow me" (Mt.
16:24). He also said "And he that taketh
not his cross, and followeth after me, is not
worthy of me" (Mt. 10:38). These two ad­
monitions make it apparent that a willing­
ness to bear the cross for our Savior's sake
is very important.

What is a cross? How can we "take up"
a cross? Is every trial of a Christian a cross?
At various times in history, especially at
times in the Roman Empire, the cross was
an instrument of death. Itwas an extremely
cruel and painful means of death. The vic­
tim spent many hours, or even days, on the
cross before being claimed by death. The
term "cross" is also used to describe special
challenges or burdens that individuals, es­
pecially Christians, bear at times through­
out their lives.

As we look at the various references to
the cross in the holy scriptures, we come to
understand that taking up the cross and fol­
lowing Christ may not be an easy task.
There is no promise in the Word of God
that once we have made a commitment to
take up our cross, that our life will be easier
than before. In fact, we are cautioned that
there may be very difficult times in store for
the individual who tries to take up Christ's
cross.

Jesus appointed seventy disciples that
He sent to places He planned to visit later.
He told them "...behold, I send you forth as
lambs among wolves" (Lk. 10:3). He also
reminded us that before we build a tower, it
would be foolish if one "... sitteth not down
first, and counteth the cost, whether he
have sufficient to finish it" (Lk. 14:28). We
can certainly understand by these mes­
sages from Christ that taking up the cross of

Christ may be difficult. We know that
even a full grown sheep among wolves is in
great danger. But it wasn't a sheep that
Christ referred to. It was a lamb. A lamb
would never survive among wolves with­
out special protection.

Aswe go out into the world to try to take
up the cross of Christ, we will be destroyed
very quickly if we do not have special pro-

The Christian's Cross
tection. The only protection that we can
rely upon is the protection of Jesus Christ.
He will protect us if we stay close to Him.

Although God protects His servants, we
have no guarantee of freedom from diffi­
culties. God's protection only assures us
that we will not receive a heavier cross than
we can carry. It does not assure us that we
will not face harm or even death. Are we
willing to pay the cost?

We know that after we have "... received
the knowledge of the truth,...and willfully
sin ... there remaineth no more sacrifice for
sins" (Heb. 10:26). Therefore, before we
take up the cross, it is vital thatwe count the
cost to be sure we are willing and able by
the grace of God to pay the cost.

Sometimes we hear Christians talk
about their "cross" as though every hard­
ship in life is part of the cross of Christ.
Nearly every human being has hardships
and trials at some point in his life. This in­
cludes people who neither know nor pre­
tend to serve God. We must distinguish
between the burdens we have as human
beings who are living in a sinful world and
the cross we carry that is a direct result of
our faith in the shed blood ofJesus Christ.

We cannot count every trial, every bur­
den nor every hardship that we have as
"our cross". What is it that we suffer or sac­
rifice for the Lord? What pain do we en­
dure, what do we give up, what offerings
do we make for Christ that really causes us
to do without something that we really
need? Giving of our excess is hardly a
cross. Do many of us really have a heavy
cross?
The Apostle Paul cautioned the believ­

ers in Galatia to not confuse the "...desire
to make a fair show in the flesh ..." (Gal.
6: 12) with the cross of Christ, "But God for­
bid that I should glory, save in the cross of
our Lord Jesus Christ..." (Gal. 6:14).

Christians and unbelievers get sick.
Christians and unbelievers suffer accident
and injury, face financial difficulties, lose
their jobs or experience other problems re­
lated to our material or physical life. Chris­
tians and unbelievers may face depression,
experience family problems, feel very

lonely, or any of a number of other difficul­
ties in life. Many of our problems are not a
result of our desire to serve the one true
God. Many are simply a result of life. In
some situations, it may not be possible to
tell if a problem is a result of our faith or if it
is simply part of life.

The cross of Christ would then seem to
be those hardships or trials we face that are
a direct result of our faith. It is those hard­
ships or trials that we would not have to
bear if we were not a Christian.

If we suffer persecution or ridicule as a
direct result of our faith, that undoubtedly
is a part of our cross of Christ because we
probably would not have had to endure
those things if we would not have been a
believer. Being willing to give up some of
the entertainment and pleasures of this life
may be part of our cross of Christ because
in an unconverted state we probably would
have participated in those activities. Our
willingness to separate ourselves from the
vanities and pleasures of the world may be
part of our cross of Christ. As unconverted
people we could blend in with the world
and not feel a need to be separated from
these things. Using our time and talents to
serve God whenwe could spend more time
pursuing the riches or pleasures of this life
may also be a part of our cross.

Compared to many believers, our cross
is so light we hardly know if we are really
carrying one. We may even wonder if we
have the opportunity to carry a cross. We
sing in a hymn:

Must Jesus bear the cross alone and all
the world go free?

No there's a cross for everyone, and
there's a cross for me.

("Must Jesus Bear the Cross Alone?"
Tabernacle Hymns p. 304)

Bearing the cross of Christ is a privilege
as well as a duty. The cross of Christ has a
cost. The cost is the difference between the
hardships we bear as Christians and those
thatwe bear that are simply a result of life in
an imperfectworld. How faithfully we carry
our cross is one measure of our dedication
to God.

AA editorial committee of elder brothers is preparing articles for this section of the Silver Lining to address some of the special needs of our times.
Suggestions for subjects are welcome and can be sent to: Silver Lining Editorials, 1389 County Road 1600 N, Roanoke, IL 61561.



4 SILVER LINING May 2002

APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN

World Relief
As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men,

especially unto them who are of the household of faith. GALATIANS 6:10

Child Sponsorship
Program
Haiti
The classroomwas tightlypackedwith
students. The only lightwas thatwhich
filtered through open windows. Some
students sat onbenches withoutbacks.
All were packed together shoulder to
shoulder. This school, in one of the
poorest areas ofPort-au-Prince, Haiti,
has an enrollment of298 students. It
offers classes to children from pre­
kindergarten through 6° grade.
There are few textbooks and fewer

workbooks, paper and pencils. Most
teaching is done by lecture with the
teacher using ablackboard at the front
ofthe dimly lit, crowded classroom.
The school is situated on the side ofa
hill in the middle of this huge city,
surrounded by homes that have no
runningwater or sewer system and for
themost part, no electricity.
At the time ofthe Child Sponsorship
Board's visit, there was no sponsor­
ship program in place at this school.
All ofthe students were struggling to
pay their tuition and many could not
pay anything. Thepastorofthechurch
associated with the school relied on
prayer for funds to pay the teachers
and furnish material for the students.
This school was added to the Child
Sponsorship Program in late 2000.
Fiftyoftheneediest students nowhave
sponsors.
The sponsor's donation is used for

student uniforms (which are required
in all Haitian schools) and school
tuition which helps pay the teachers
and buy school supplies. A small
portion goes to the child's family for
food and clothing. Butmost important
is the Biblical teaching these children
are receiving. Theyhave Christian role
models in their teachers and pastor.
They have daily prayer with Bible
Class and devotions on other days of

the week. The enemy lurks very near
as the school and church are harassed
from time to time by awitch doctor's
church in the same vicinity. Sponsor
donations fight this darkness by
enabling children to learn the Truth
"Thy word is a lamp unto my
feet, and a light unto mypath. "

PSALMS 119:105.

Jamaica
In Jamaica the same Holy Spirit can
be seen and felt. The sponsored
Jamaican children are all deaf. Most
often, before they are able to attend
the deafschool, the child has had no
wayto communicatewith his familyor
the outside world. Often the child will
not even know his name and has not
been able to ask questions or receive
theWord ofGod. He lives in a silent
world. At the deafschools he is taught
sign language and for the first time he
has an opportunity to learn to read,
write, and study science and math­
ematics. The older students are taught
practical, vocational skills.

The students are also taught the
Bible. Their faces portray their love of
Godas they sign theirmemorized Bible
verses and "sing" songs ofpraise to
the Lord. Sponsorship donations pay
for the students' tuition (teacher salary
and classroom materials), room and

board, and some medical expenses.
When the Child Sponsorship Board
visited, the students wholeheartedly
expressed their thankfulness and
appreciation for the generosity oftheir
sponsors.

History
TheApostolic Christian Child Spon­
sorship Programbegan in 1998 to give
members and friends oftheApostolic
Christian Churches an opportunity to
be directly involved in the lives of
children that are born in economically
distressed areas of the world. The
program has been a blessing to
students and sponsors alike.
An important part ofthe sponsorship
experience is the prayers that are
offered by both the sponsor and the
student for one another. Commun­
icationbetween students and sponsors
is encouraged. Students write letters
to their sponsors periodically through­
out the school year. It is gratifying to
read oftheir deep appreciation for their
sponsors.
"... Verily Isay unto you, Inasmuch
as ye have done it unto one of the
least ofthese my brethren, ye have
done it unto me." MArTEw 26: 40

SponsorshipsAvailable
There are stillmany children available
for sponsorship in Haiti and Jamaica.
We also sponsor children inMexico,
but these sponsorships are currently
filled. Please consider becoming a
sponsor. Further information and
application forms are available in the
brochures sent to each church, or you
can contact the Child Sponsorship
office inMorton, IL.

ACWR Child Sponsorship
P.O.Box 36
Morton, IL 61550
Ph 309-266-6080
e-mail: acwr@mtco.com
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... The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few; Pray ye therefore the
Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest. MarrHEw 9:37-38

Building
Advisory Committee

In 1996, the Mission Committee,
with the support ofthe ElderBody,

appointed anational BuildingAdvisory
Committee (BAC). Thepurpose ofthe
BAC is to assist new and/or small
congregations to provide an adequate
place ofworship. Many ofour smaller
congregations do not have the
resources, expertise or adequate time
to give proper consideration to the
need ofa place ofworship.
The Committee consists ofbrothers

who have experience in the design and
construction ofchurchbuildings. The
current members are Bros: Brad
Eisenmann (Chicago) Chairman,
Wayne Grimm (West Bend, IA) Sec.­
Treas., Bill Masters (Bloomington,
IL), OrinRufener(Rittman, OH), and
Dennis Rassi (Fairbury, IL).
Counseling Elders are Bros. Phil
Stettner (Bluffton North) and Peter
Petrovic (San Diego).

History
Since its formation, theBAC has been
active in developing standards and
resources for use by our local
congregations.An Information Packet
was recently updated and includes
helpful sections such as Building
Programming Guidelines for the-use of
space in our church buildings. This is
an excellentwayto communicatewith
architectswhomaynot be familiarwith
our unique order of worship and
fellowship. Also included are Con­
struction Standards, which give
recommendations in areas such as
masonry, electrical, plumbing, and
Sound System design.
Prototypical architectural floor plans
and elevation drawings have been
designed that provide our small
congregations with a cost-efficient, yet
comfortable layout. Work is underway

to create additional drawings that will
expand the detail provided and save
on architectural and design costs on
future projects.
The BAC has helped several ofour

churches obtain new or remodeled
facilities including Atlanta, GA;
Prescott, AZ; Kitchener Ontario;
Portland, OR; Elgin, IA andBelvidere,
IL. The Committee is currentlyworking
with the congregations at Denver,
Colorado and Pulaski, Iowa as they
consider new places ofworship.

North American
Church Building Fund
In 1997, it was recognized that a
central fund that could be used to fund
projects for small churches would
allow forbetter stewardship andmore
efficient distribution. Formany years
we have used our European Church
Building Fund to assist our brethren in
Europe to finance houses ofworship
in several countries. It was felt that a
similar fund should be created for
projects in NorthAmerica. The Elder
Body supported the Mission Com­
mittee and the Building Advisory
Committee in the formation ofaNorth
American Church Building Fund
(NACBF) to further this effort.

Purpose of the fund
The purpose of the fund is to assist
new, small and/or needy Apostolic
Christian congregations byproviding
financial help and guidelines to
construct or purchase an adequate
House of Worship. The Building
Advisory Committee in consultation
with theMission Committee andElder
Body administers the NACBF.
Congregations desiring support from

the NACBF work with the BAC to
develop a financial and building plan.
Projects that are funded by the
NACBF utilize the BAC prototypical
drawings, which are adapted to the

specific location. Support is given by
direct grant and/or loans to cover local
pledges.

The source of the money
Monies available from the dissolution
of the National Assistance Funds
initially funded the NACBF. In
addition, collections have been taken
by many of our congregations and
generous support has been given.
Future collections may become
necessary as funds are distributed to
congregations eligible for assistance.

Small congregations
Local congregations who feel they
could qualify shouldproceed according
to the following method. The
information printed here is very
general, and specific needs should be
forwarded to the BAC at the address
listed at the end ofthis article.
■ The BACbecomes involved at the

request of the counseling elder.
They assist in developing aplan for
building or remodeling a suitable
facility.

■ The BAC assists in the develop­
ment ofa financial plan. Members
and friends ofthe congregationwill
be asked to estimate the amount
they hope to contribute over the
next 5 years.

■ The local congregation must be
incorporated and legal documents
submitted for approval to the
Mission Committee.

■ Approved projects can be fin­
anced from the fund to supplement
local resources.

CONTACT FOR BUILDING ADVISORY COMMITTEE:

Brad Eisenmann
12333 Cashlenan Lane
New Lenox, IL 60451
beisenmann@ieee.org
(815) 463-0697
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COUNSELING SERVICES

Part VII
Educational Services

"And moreover, because the
preacher was wise, he still taught
the people knowledge; yea, he gave
good heed, and sought out, and set
in order many proverbs. The
preacher sought to find out accept­
able words: and that which was
written was upright, even words of
truth. The words of the wise are as
goads, and as nails fastened by the
masters of assemblies, which are
given from one shepherd. And fur­
ther, by these, my son, be admon­
ished: ofmakingmany books there
is no end; and much study is a wea­
riness of the flesh."

Eccles. 12:9-12

Solomon's words are interesting
forus to consider. It is clear that the
value of God's knowledge and wis­
dom cannot be measured. It is also
clear thatman's knowledge is quite
limited.Wealsoknowthatwhenwe
receive advice from others we need
to be sure that the advice does not
contradict God'sWordorHis teach­
ings.

Previous articles about Apos­
tolic Christian Counseling Services
have focused on professional coun­
seling, the Mental Health Hotline
and telephone consultations with a
professional counselor. This article
is about the fourth part of the ser­
vices: Education about mental
health issues and relationship
problems.

The educational component of
ACCS started years ago with the
Church's Mental Health Commit­
tee. They asked churches to send
tapes ofanyBible studies orpresen­
tations they had about marriage,
families, mental health or related
topics. The tapes were reviewed,
cataloged and have been made
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available through Apostolic Chris­
tian Publications (309-467-3611).
The committee also reviewed, and
made available, several pamphlets
about mental health issues.

Currently, the ACCS educa­
tional services consist of print ma­
terial and presentations. ACCS has
pamphlets, books and information
sheets about mental health issues
and relationship problems.

Pamphlets are available, free of
charge, to anyone who requests
them. The nurses who answer the
MentalHealthHotlinehavea list of
available pamphlets. The pam­
phlets are on display forpeoplewho
visit the counseling center in Mor­
ton. Many times a selection ofpam­
phlets is sent out to people who
contact ACCS for a telephone con­
sultation with a counselor.

Books atACCS cover avariety of
topics and are for situations where
more specific or in depth informa­
tion is needed. The books discuss
emotional and relationship issues
from a Christian perspective. They
are not intended to replace Scrip­
ture inanyway. Oftenthebooks are
used in conjunction with profes­
sional counseling. They are avail­
able to clients who use the
counseling center and may be as­
signed as homework at times. The
books are also available to others as
requested and may be loaned or
purchased from the library.

The material prepared byACCS
staff is available as handouts,
homework for clients or to mail out
when information is requested. Be­
cause it is very time consuming to
prepare writtenmaterial, there is a
limited amount ofACCS produced
material available at this time.
However, there will steadily be
more ACCS produced materials
covering more topics in the coming
years.

TheACCS professional staffhas
done a variety ofpresentations for
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Apostolic Christian Churches and
facilities on topics such as depres­
sion and stress management. Pre­
sentationshave been done for
entire congregations as well as to
smaller Apostolic Christian groups
(e.g. topics to young people on rele­
vant issues). The staffhasdonepre­
sentations with the ministers of
someApostolic Christian churches.
These have included information
and suggestions about how to sup­
port and encourage struggling indi­
viduals, basic counselingskills, and
an overview ofmental health diag­
nosis and knowing when to refer
someone to professional counsel­
ing.

Overall, the goal of the educa­
tional component ofACCS is to en­
courage and support struggling
individuals, couples and families.

APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN
HOME FOR THE
HANDICAPPED

Spring is here! Flowers are
blooming and trees are budding.
The grass needs to be cut and fields
need to be planted. Are you where
God wants you? Are you blooming
where you are planted? God has a
purpose for all ofus, at times it is a
simple expression of compassion
and other times it is giving a great
deal of time to serve others. At our
homes, we see God's goodness in
the small and simple expressions of
love when an employee so tenderly
will feedanotherperson orwhenan
employee will walk with someone
whoneeds to takeawalkorwhenan
employee will visit with someone
who needs to talk. There are many
expressions oflove and compassion
that we see every day all around us.
God is the author of love and com­
passion who shows us His love
through the beauty of the spring­
time flowers and the wonderful in­
teraction between people who we
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love and care for. For us, it is a part
of our Mission Statement to "Re­
spond with Dignity". We see people
responding with dignity daily by
the lovewe see expressed to the peo­
ple we serve. We are thankful to
have a new friend, Julie Urish, liv­
ing at Timber Ridge.

JUNE birthdays at Timber
Ridge, 2125 Veterans Rd., Morton,
IL 61550 are: Dale Plattner (5),
Chris Rogers (5), Sara Baker (6), Al­
dine Winger (15), Donnie Parks
(18), Marianne McMenamin (19),
Janet Wilt (21), Kim White (23). At
Oakwood Estate, 2213 Veterans
Rd., Morton, IL 61550: Doris
Hutchison (18), Rodney Blaum
(15).AtLindenEstate, lO00Linden
St., Morton, IL 61550: Chip Johann
(22). At 241 Minnesota, Morton, IL
61550: Sharilyn Rowell (19). At
1001 E. Idlewood, Morton, IL
61550: Brandon Graham (12).

GATEWAYWOODS
APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN

CHILDREN'S HOME
Becky Stoller

Those ofus thatwerebrought up
in Christian homes take for granted
the stories our parents told us
about God as we grew up. As we fin­
ish the Easter season, I have to won­
der if people truly understand the
meaning of Easter Sunday. As we
were having devotion in our house
one evening after supper, one ofthe
children asked, "Why is Easter so
important? Jesus died and shed His
blood for our sins on Friday so that
day should be more important."
She knew the Easter story but did­
n't fully understand that it was the
day that He arose that is even more
important. Yes, Jesus shed His
blood and died for our sins, that is
very important. For man nailed
Him to the cross but God raised
Him from the dead. But, if He had­
n't risen from the dead, would peo­
ple believe He was and still is the
Messiah?
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" ... Fear not ye: for I know that
ye seek Jesus, which was crucified.
He is not here: for he is risen, as he
said."

Matthew 28:5-6

Just as He promised, Jesus rose
from the dead. We can be confident
that He will accomplish all He has
promised. If He hadn't risen from
the dead, wherewouldwebe today?

We are especially excited towel­
come Savannah Joy, born to Bro.
Erik and Sis. Carrie Wiegand. The
arrival ofa newborn can be exciting
and exhausting at the same time.
Bro. Erik and Sis. Carrie, we rejoice
with you on your new addition.

The time has come for Amber J.,
from the Meister house, to leave us
and go into one of our local Chris­
tian foster homes. We wish her
God's continued blessings as she
moves on to a new journey in her
life. We would also like to welcome
Amanda (7), Kenneth (6) and
Alexandra (3) to our foster care pro­
gram.

God's provision is wonderful. He
has brought to us Bro. Rich and Sis.
Amber Pfister from Bluffton to join
our staff as Alternate House­
parents. We thank them for an­
swering God's calling to serve here
at Gateway Woods. Sis. Becky
Stoller has been called to move on
from Gateway Woods after serving
faithfully as an Assistant House­
parent in the New House for two
years. Our heartfelt thanks and
prayers go with her. Please remem­
ber to pray and consider our need
for a sister to serve as an Assistant
Houseparent. See the notice in this
issue.

Let us continue to pray for Bro.
Kevin Fiechterwith ourHome Base
Services. Pray that Kevin would be
used by God in helping to make situ­
ations better, especially heart is­
sues, for families he comes in
contact with.

This month we had a couple of
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volunteers that we would like to
send a big thanks to. They were Sis.
Ibolya Reti from Breidenbach, Ger­
many, and Bro. Jim Klotzle from
Altadena, CA. The children at the
on grounds school were privileged
to have tried some German food
prepared by the staff, along with a
lesson about Germany from Ibolya.
They were excited to learn some
German words.

Our school building is steadily
appearing. As the flowers bud with
the spring weather, so does our
school! More equipment, trenches
and holes keep appearing. Call us or
check with your local Rep for ways
to get involved in our school build­
ing project.

"Although God loves the whole
wide world and blesses every part, I
think He has a special place for chil­
dren in His heart. I think He cher­
ishes their smiles, their eagerness
andmirth, and their appreciation of
the wonders ofHis earth ... All chil­
dren in a special way belong to God
above, and I am sure He favors
them with everlasting love."
-James Metcalfe

APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN
PRESCHOOL

Melinda Matuch

We're going to the zoo, zoo, zoo.
How about you, you, you?
You can come too, too, too.
We're going to the zoo, zoo, zoo.

This month we had the opportu­
nity to take our children to a local
petting zoo and then to a park for a
picnic lunch. With the help ofmany
parents we had an exciting time
seeing and, sometimes, petting the
exotic animals there. The children
were fascinated with the bear,
mountain lion, camels, zebras, fish,
llamas, birds, sheep, etc. They espe­
cially enjoyed the porcupine, the
white Burmese python and the goat
that tried to take a bite out of my
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skirt forhis lunch! Itwas awonder­
ful opportunity to see and experi­
encethevarietyofGod's creation.

The preschool board held its
semi-annual meeting on April 13.
At this time the staffwould like to
express our deep appreciation for
the hardworkand dedication ofEl­
der Bro. Ken Indermuhle and his
wife, Sis. Linda, as his five-year
term as chairman expires. May the
Lord bless you both. We met and
welcomed our new board chair­
man, Elder Bro. Bob Walder, and
his wife, Sis. Gloria (Congerville,
IL).

We also wish to thank Sis.
Monica Price (Bro. Daron) for all
her efforts on behalf of the pre­
school in her capacity as preschool
director as they prepare to move
back home to Milford, IN. We will
all miss you very much and pray a
special blessing upon you.

The preschool has a need for
summer volunteers. We can put to
good use anyone who is willing to
come to visit us. Please contact the
preschool at (256) 233-0591 ifyou,
your young group, or Sunday
School class would like to help us
out.

Aswebeginpreparations for the
next school year, we would like to
encourageanyonewhowouldbe in­
terested in financially sponsoring
our preschool, to contact us for
more information. Please call the
preschool at the number above or
write tous at the followingaddress:

Apostolic Christian Preschool
15284 Hastings Rd.
Athens, AL 35613

The preschool is still accepting
applications for the open position
of Director/Teacher for the next
year. Any interested individual
with a degree in education should
contact the administrator, Bro.
Tom Schrenk, at (256) 232-0027.
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ARIZONA, PHOENIX
Ron and Ev Hoerr

A lovely Easter program ofsong
and scripture was presented by our
dear Sunday School children on
Palm Sunday, March 24. Our
thanks to their teachers, too, and
may you keep God's love in your
hearts as you go to your class every
Sunday.

Bro. Jerry and Sis. June Tooley
announce the upcoming marriage
of their daughter, Jessica, to Seth
Maurer, son of Bro. Howard and
Sis. Eileen Maurer. They plan to
wed May 11. May God add His
blessings.

Wehave enjoyed fellowshipwith
our dear winter residents (who are
now leaving for their back East
homes) and numerous visitors
from coast to coast, plus Ixtlan,
Mexico, and Kitchener, Ontario,
Canada.

God's love is thegreatest gift one
can receive or give! After being in
declining health for several years,
and a fall on March 24, Floren
Klopfenstein passed away April 2.
His funeralwas onApril 6, with our
Phoenix ministers presiding. Our
sympathy to his wife, Mary Ela;
son, Bro. Dave, and family, includ­
ing numerous other relatives. May
we all find comfort in Psalm 23.

We extend sympathy to Sis. Lois
(Bro. Elsworth) Niemeyerand fam­
ily, and LaVonee (Jim) Anliker on
the death oftheir sister-in-law, Sis.
Marlys (Bro. Butch) Doorneweerd,
on March 26. They flew to Lester
for the services.

A grandson's wedding took Bro.
Bob and Sis. Eleanor Hill to
Mansfield on March 20. Bro. Bob
fell on the steps to the house and
broke a hip. As we write (4/13),
other health problems have set in
and his prognosis is not good. Both
families need prayers, in Phoenix
and Mansfield.

WhenSis.JanElsasser flewto Il­
linois on March 28, it wasn't her
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usual jaunt. God wills Sis. Jan to
spend part time in Illinois with her
many, many relatives, and part
time inAZ. Hermain residence will
be her home in Prescott when in
AZ. Sis.Jan, wemiss you, but being
in God's willmakes it tolerable, en­
joyingyourElsasser-Endress rela­
tives makes us thankful. Prayers
keepusunited; His love is ourbond.
See you soon.

A loving visitor shared this:
"Lord, help me to remember that
there's nothingthatwillhappento­
day that you and I together can't
handle."

ARIZONA, PRESCOTT
Jane Hodges

Memorial Day, a day to remem­
ber the sacrifices made by many
men andwomen, so that we can en­
joy our freedoms, especially the
freedom to go to church and wor­
ship our Lord the way we choose
without fear. Many have given
years of their lives, their health, or
have died to protect the freedoms
wehaveinourcountry. Ifyouknow
someone who has served our coun­
try, take the time to say thank-you.
In our congregation, Bro. Glen
Furrer served in the army for two
years after the Korean War, and
Bro. Henry Volz served for four
years duringWorld War II, spend­
ing four months in England before
being sent back to the States on a
hospital ship due to his health.

The ministering brethren this
last month included our Elder Bro.
Jon Kokanovich (Phoenix, AZ),
Bros. Chris Huber (Francesville,
IN), Ralph Garber (Morton, IL),
Dean Steffen (Belvidere, IL), Steve
Ringger (Bluffton North, IN), and
JimMeiss andKen Lawson (bothof
Phoenix, AZ). Two ofthe Sundays
we had two visitingministers. One
ofthemcommented that itmakes it
easier on the ministering brother
knowing he has another brother to
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help share the responsibility. We
thank theLord for continuingto al­
low the freedom to travel through­
out our country and that the
brethren are willing to travel and
serveour congregationandothers.

ARIZONA, TUCSON
Lisa Knapp

A precious baby boy was added
to the family of Tom and Heidi
Todd. Robert and Lukewere eager
towelcome theirnewbabybrother,
Jacob Thomas, into their family
circle on March 29. Bro. Bob and
Sis. Carole Haas are the happy
grandparents. Our prayers and
bestwishes go out to the expanding
Todd family.

Wewould like to sincerely thank
Bro. Ken and Sis. Sharon Lawson
(Phoenix, AZ) who traveledhere on
a recent Sunday so that Bro. Ken
could minister in Bro. Curt's ab­
sence. Avery special note ofappre­
ciation to Bro. John Reinhard
(Bluffton, IN) for his effort of love
and service in flyingto Tucson for a
very quick trip to serve as ourvisit­
ing minister on our rotation list.
We thank his family for sacrificing
their weekend with him so that the
Tucson church could be served and
Bro. Curt could sit and listen to
someone else speak. We enjoyed
meeting Bro. John, andwe hope he
will bring his family back when
they can stay longer. May God add
his blessing to both ofthese minis­
tering brothers and their families.

As we mark the middle ofApril,
we are enjoying SO-degree weather
again after a few days of 90's. I'm
afraid we've seen the last of win­
ter-if you can call it that-for
quite some time. Now it's just a
matter of trying to hold off 100!

We will be taking a vacation
fromSunday School for themonths
ofJune andJuly. Wenormallytake
these months off from Fellowship
Suppers also, but that may change
in order to accommodate visiting
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ministers traveling here on the ro­
tation list. Let us know ifyou're in
thearea sothatwe canupdateyou.

CALIFORNIA, ALTADENA
Jim Klotzle

Anyone who has lived for any
length of time can tell you that ev­
erything changes. Our environ­
ment, our authorities, even those
closest tous changewith time. Just
whenyou think events have settled
down, the unexpected happens.
Change stretches us and causes us
to flex, sometimes even to the
breaking point. Is there anything
solid to hang on to? Someone who
will always be there holding us up
on our darkest hour, an unfailing
presence inourmoments ofexuber­
antjoy? You knowHimas the Rock
on which you build, our Almighty
God, Everlasting Father. The Om­
niscient, Omnipotent, Omnipres­
ent Constant in a world of
variables. We sing: Leave to thy
God to order and provide; In every
change, He faithful will remain.

"Every good gift and every per­
fect gift is from above, and cometh
down from the Father of lights,
with whom is no variableness, nei­
ther shadow of turning."

James 1:17

We rejoice with Bro. Jeremyand
Sis. Sarah Ringger as they begin
their lives together, joined in Holy
Matrimonyin thepresence ofmany
witnesses. MaytheLordbless them
as they continue to walk side by
side. Parents of the bride are Bro.
Richard and Sis. LaNae Aberle.

Elder Bro. Ed Schwartz
(Bluffton, IN), along with his wife,
Sis. Jeni, visited to assist with the
wedding service. We thank him for
his labors on our behalf.

Ministering Bro. Frank Sauder
(Roanoke, IL), his wife, Sis. Kathy,
and their family visited us this
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month. Fellowship with believers
from other congregations and help
on our pulpit are always appreci­
ated.

We rejoice that God has given
new life. Anne Shirley was born to
Bro.Jeffand Sis. ShirleyLuthi, and
welcomed by siblings Daniel, Lydi­
an, Allison, Joel, and Micah. We
thank the Lord for the health of
motherandbaby, andpraydaily for
Bro. Jeff as he undergoes chemo­
therapy treatments.

Our friend, DorothyVermillion,
suffered minor injuries from a fall.
She was hospitalized for a short
time and is now fellowshipping
with us again on Sundays.

CALIFORNIA, SAN DIEGO
Peggy Jevremov

How we appreciate our many
visitors! This pastmonththeyhave
included the followingministering
brethren: Bro. Curt Kaufman (Sis.
Caroline, Tucson, AZ), Bro. Paul
Schmidgall (Sis. Shawn, Morris,
MN), Bro. Tom Klotzle (Sis. Jody,
Altadena, CA), and Bro. Ralph
Garber (Sis. Lynn, Morton, IL).
May the Lord's blessings be upon
each of these willing servants.

Our single group hosted the
Silverton, OR, and Altadena, CA,
single groups March 22-23. It was
such a blessing to have our sanctu­
ary full and to hear the beautiful
sound ofyoung voices praising our
Lord.

The weekend ofApril 13-14 was
so upliftingaswewereprivilegedto
hear the testimony andwitness the
baptism of our new brother­
in-faith, Brent Wagenbach (Bro.
Doug and Sis. Lillian). Elder Bro.
Mark Masters (Sis. Jeannine,
Mansfield, OH) and Elder Bro.
John Klotzle (Sis. Lois, Altadena,
CA) were present to assist Bro. Pe­
ter in this wonderfulwork. Wepray
the Lord will richly bless our dear
Elder brothers who so willingly
give of themselves in serving their
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flocks. Our cups were surely over­
flowing as we partook ofHoly Com­
munion on Sunday evening.

KITCHENER, ONTARIO
CANADA

Nathan Reutter
Greetings brethren. We have en­

joyed a month of blessed events in
our congregation. We had visiting
ministers. We were able to partake
of Communion. We enjoyed a night
of World Relief activities. We en­
joyed a few all church singings, and
we have a birth to announce.

We had four visiting ministers
come to preach God's Word to us.
OnMarch 17 Bro.Will Schieler (Sis.
Sue, Milford, IN) came to preach.
OnMarch 24, both Elder Bro. Mark
Bahr (Sis. Bev, Detroit, Ml) and El­
der Bro. LeroyMessner (Sis. Joann,
Winthrop, MN) were here to serve
Communion. On April 7 and on
April 14 Bro. Dan Stoller (Sis. Di­
ane, Rockville, CT) was here. We
again appreciated the doctrinally
sound preaching. We always pray
that theWord ofGod is preached ac­
cording to the unction of His Holy
Spirit.

We also appreciated the oppor­
tunity to fulfill Scripture in taking
Communion. We were reminded
that this is a blessed opportunity of
recommitment and renewal. Let us
not let things slip this year so that
next year will have to bring
recommitment and renewal again.

We had the chance to commit
ourselves to help the poor also. We
made many prenatal kits for those
who do not have these necessities.
We pray that God can bless the ef­
forts and add the increase to our ef­
forts. It was also a blessed time of
fellowship with believers. It is al­
ways good to have like minded peo­
ple working for a common goal in
helpingthelessfortunate. Wetryto
remember that to whom much is
given much will be required.

Time offellowship and singing
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was also enjoyed at a few home
singings this month. After one of
them we were shown a slide presen­
tation ofthe work that is beingdone
to help our brethren in Eastern Eu­
rope. We are thankful to be. re­
minded from time to time that our
efforts are appreciated and are do­
ing some good. May the Lord God be
thanked for this.

We are also thanking God for a
new birth in our congregation. Bro.
Mike and Sis. Barb Ursu had a little
boy, Joshua. His maternal grandfa­
ther is Guenther Walter (husband
of the late Julie). Paternal grand­
parents are Peter and Sophie Ursu.
Psalm 127:3-5 and Proverbs 17:6
seem to be appropriate verses for
the occasion of a birth.

We hope the Lord has also
blessed you through the past month
and that the Lord would always be
with you. May God bless and keep
you and cause His face to shine
upon you. Amen.

COLORADO,DENVER
Heather Katanic
Ann Gonglach

Greetings at this exciting time of
the year whenwe see the cycle ofthe
seasons renewing itself and one is
reminded of God's promise that
"While the earth remaineth, seed­
time and harvest, and cold and heat,
and summer and winter, and day
and night shall not cease" (Gen.
8:22). We have been enjoying some
of God's beautiful weather this
month.

We are happy to be able to con­
tinue to sing at a nursing home for
Sis. Elizabeth Shaefer (and other
residents) twice a month. We also
recently had a couple ofWorld Re­
liefwork days andmonthly singings
(ourmonthly singing is the 2nd Sat­
urday of each month).

One Saturday evening, Stevan
Zarkovacki (father of Sis. Tina Gal)
shared with us his experiences of
having suffered persecution for his
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Christian faith in Europe, where he
spent time in aYugoslavian prison.
It was a vivid reminder of how
blessed we are indeed to enjoy reli­
gious freedom. (Stevan is amember
of the Apostolic Christian Church -
Nazarean in Colorado Springs.)

We have kept little Gabriella
Wiegand (Bro. Chuck and Sis. Na­
omi) in our thoughts and prayers as
she had spent a few days in the hos­
pital with respiratory concerns. We
are also glad to report that Kerry
Berg (Bro. Bill and Sis. Mary) is re­
covering well after reconstructive
jaw surgery. It's so nice to have
them back in church and doing
well.

We rejoice with Bro. Verne
Lehman (Sis. Leona) who recently
had his seven year follow-up doctor
visit and has been given a wonder­
ful bill of health after his heart
transplant. What a joy he has
brought to anyonewho knows him!

On Easter, we were thankful to
have Bro. Duane Metzger (Sis.
Ruth, West Bend, IA) share the
Word with us and to have our
Sunday school present a special
program telling of the wonderful
promise God has given us through
His Son, Jesus, and singing many
beautiful songs.

As Mother's Day approaches, let
us thankGod for mothers who have
guided us in godly paths and been
examples to us.

Our high school graduates this
year are Caleb Leman (Bro. Mike
and Sis. Deb) and Bro. Britt Steffen
(Bro. Larry and Sis. Sue). May the
Lord bless and guide these young
men as they begin a new phase of
their lives.

CONNECTICUT
ROCKVILLE
Cherie Galat

"She riseth also while it is yet
night, and giveth meat to her
household, and a portion to her
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maidens."
Proverbs 31:15

Certainly this verse comes to
mindaswethinkofourdearsisters,
whether they are our biological
mothers or our mothers of faith,
who so often portray that example
to" ...give to drinkuntooneofthese
little ones a cup ofcoldwater..." St.
Matthew 10:42.

Two dear families welcome pre­
cious children into their lives. On
March 29, Clara Rose, was born to
Timothy and Jessica Mattson.
Grandparents are Clifford and Ka­
ren Mattson and Bro. Eric and Sis.
Sharon Kloter. Ryan Kevin was
bornApril 10 to Bro. Kevin andSis.
Katie Zahner. Grandparents are
Bro. Curt and Sis. SallyZahner and
Elder Bro. Kevin and Sis. Cheryl
Ryan. We pray for God's keeping
and care over these families as they
seek to raise their children.

"And they called Rebekah, and
saiduntoher,Wilt thougowiththis
man? And she said, I will go."

Genesis 24:58

Believing it is God'sWill, the en­
gagement of Bro. Michael Zahner
(Bro. Warren and Sis. Bonnie) and
Sis.JoyHany (Bro. RichardandSis.
Betsy) was made known unto us.
May they prayerfully consider the
decisions theywillmake in the days
ahead.

Where two join hand and heart,
We find a threefold cord,
Not lightly rent apart.
Zion's Harp #79

Bro. Walter Limberger and Sis.
Charlotte Luginbuhl were united
as husband and wife on March 31.
May God always be the center of
their marriage as they walk as one
on this pilgrim's pathway.

A reception was given for Dan
andMelindaFehronMarch 16. We
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also gathered on a Saturday eve­
ning, March 23, for a reception for
Bro. Derek and Sis. Darla Reutter
with a singing following. May each
dearcouple lookunto God for all fu­
ture plans in their lives.

We extend a warm welcome to
Bro. DougMangers (Champaign,
IL) whohasmovedtotheNortheast
here for employment. May he feel
the love oftheRockvillebrethrenas
he fellowships with us.

Our prayers are with our dear
Sis. Esther Kupferschmid (Bro.
Werner) as she was recently hospi­
talized. May God's healinghand be
upon her while she convalesces.

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
WASHINGTON
Henrietta Meyer

"The flowers appear on the
earth; the time of the singing of
birds is come."

Song ofSolomon 2:12

Some of our early flowers and
trees are already starting to fade,
but this time of the year promises
there will soon be others. God must
do this so we can appreciate each
and not be overwhelmed with all
the beauty.

Our ministers the past month
were Bros. Shawn Metzger (Phila­
delphia, PA) and Lynn Fiechter
(Bluffton, IN), and Elder Bros. Phil
Stettner (Bluffton North, IN) and
Ben Wiegand (Philadelphia, PA).
Other visitors this month were
from Bluffton and LaCrosse, IN;
Rittman, OH; Philadelphia, PA;
andElgin, IA.We are always glad to
have visitors whether they are here
visiting family, on vacation or for
business.

The Saturday evening Bro. Phil
was here, he sharedwithus some of
the areas in which the Mission
Committee is involved. Then on
Sunday, the Elders shared the
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Memorandum with us. We are
grateful for theircare and concern.

Services are usually held the
first, third and fourth Sundays of
the month at the Tysons Corner
Westpark (BestWestern) Hotel, lo­
cated about one mile west of the
Beltway (1-495) on Route 7. Song
service begins at 10: 15, worship
service at 10:30; afternoon service
begins at 12: 15.

IfyouareplanningtovisitWash­
ington, D.C. for vacation or busi­
ness, please call Bro. Barry Steffen
(410) 569-3635 for assistance and
to let us know how many to expect
for Sunday services. Ifyou would
like to get together on Saturday
evening, please let us know that
also. We would be happy to have an
evening of fellowship and/or sing­
ing.

FLORIDA
NORTH FORT MYERS

Leslie Masters
MaryMasters

Our numbers continue to dwin­
dle as our snowbirds go backhome.
Soon our small group of locals will
be few in number, and we value
each one who comes and worships
with us. Where two or three are
gathered together, Christ is in the
midst of them, and so we continue
to reap blessings throughout the
year.

This month we were blessed
with visits from visiting ministers
and their wives and families. They
were Bros. Tom Troxel (LaCrosse,
IN) and Randy Gudeman
(Francesville, IN). We thank them
for their visits and their service to
us.

We enjoyed a beautiful Easter
Sunday and Good Friday services.
On Easter Sunday, we had a deli­
cious potluck meal together at
Seven Lakes Community Room.
We want to thank the ones that
went to the effort to organize and
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plan it. We certainly enjoyed the
beautiful singing and music.

An update on our dear Bro.
Roland and Sis. Viola Keller: they
have moved into an assisted living
home located in Punta Gorda and
are quite happy and comfortable
there.

We would encourage anyone in
the Fort Myers area to look us up
and assemble with us.

FLORIDA, SARASOTA
Carol Koehl

We are happy to report two new
babies in Sarasota. Bro. Frank and
Sis. Angela, Gideon, Olivia, and
Johnny Kiefer welcomed James
Edward on March 25. Leon and
Rene DeRocher, Sarasota, FL, and
Walter and Elly Kiefer, Germany,
are his grandparents.

Little Clara Elizabethjoined the
family of Bro. Nathan and Sis.
Sheila, Nathan, Heidi, and Douglas
SaboonApril 16. Grandparents are
Elder Bro. Doug and Sis. Linda
Sabo and Bro. Bill and Sis. Miriam
Brake (Sardis, OH).

We wish to thank Elder Bros.
Dale Graf (Akron, OH) and Dale
Eisenmann (Chicago, IL) for assist­
ing with Holy Communion. Bro.
Dale also helped read the Memo­
randum this past month.

Itwas ablessingto attendEaster
Sunrise Services at Turtle Beach.
We all enjoyed the fellowship over
breakfast, following the service.

Other visiting ministers were
Elder Bro. ChuckHemmer (Peoria,
IL), Bros. Marvin Stieglitz (Leo,
IN), Brad Eisenmann (Chicago,
IL), Randy Gasser (Detroit, MI),
Keith Beyer (Detroit, MI), and
Carroll Gerber (Bluffton North,
IN).

We appreciate Bro. Terry
Miller's efforts in taking a con­
struction work team to Jamaica
once again in March. Two from
Sarasota also went on a medical
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GEORGIA, ATLANTA
John Brewer

Wewere blessedwithmany visi­
tors we have had the past month.
Visiting ministers for April in­
cluded Bros. Tom Leman (Sis.
Marlene, Denver, CO), Sam
Schlatter (Sis. Linda, Junction,
OH) and Steve Martin (Sis. Vicki,
Eureka, IL).

With summer beingjust around
the corner, ifyou arevacationingor
plan to be in the Atlanta area, we
would invite you to worship and fel­
lowship with us.

We start song service at 10:15.
Our church is in Fairburn, Georgia
off 1-85 southwest ofAtlanta. We
are 15 miles south ofthe airport on
exit 64 (Jonesboro Rd.) 4 miles due
west after you get off the exit.
Please contact Bro. TomWaldbeser
770-463-4788, Bro. KeithKaufman
770-304-8335, Bro. Linn Stoller
770-631-4554 or Bro. John Brewer
770-304-8706 if you need further
information.

ILLINOIS, BELVIDERE
Sheila McCoy
Doreen Moser

"A lot of kneeling will keep you
in good standing."

Our Easter Sunday School pro­
grammade PalmSunday extra spe­
cial. We are thankful unto our
students and their teachers for the
blessed hymns, verses and scrip­
ture presented to our congregation
reminding us that we were re­
deemed by the blood ofJesus.

Bro. Art Mueller expounded on
"Offence" at our April Bible Study
inMadison.Wethankyou, Bro.Art,
for preparing this topic. "Behold, I
lay in Sion a stumblingstone and
rock of offence ... " (Romans 9:33).

Bro.MatthewHeinhasmovedto
an assisted living apartment. His

new address is 1545 Temple Lane,
Rockford, IL, and new phone num­
ber is 815-332-2248.

Naomi Schock (Bro. Tedand Sis.
Heidi) and Bro. Dean Steffen (Sis.
Carol) continue to need ourprayers
for their health. Bro. Jason Moser
had surgery on his shoulder.

God Bless You!
I asked the Lord to bless you
As I prayed for you today,
To guide you and protect you
As you go along your way...

His love is always with you
His promises are true,
No matter what the tribulation
You know He will see you through.

So when the road you're traveling
on

Seems difficult at best,
Give your problems to the Lord
And God will do the rest.

ILLINOIS
BLOOMINGTON-NORMAL

Ann Kellenberger
Rebekah Kaufmann

Wewere thankful to haveminis­
tering Bro. Dave Zehr (Gridley, IL)
share God's Word with our Bible
Class onApril 7. Itwas a special day
for the Bible Class, aseach student
was asked to invite a friend to share
intheday's activities. Wetrust that
God will bless Bro. Dave and Sis.
Vicki for their labors of love.

Believing that the Lord has
brought them together in faith, the
engagement of Sis. Jessica Hodel
(Roanoke, IL) to Bro. Neil Beerwas
announced to our congregation.
Sis. Jessica is the daughter of Bro.
John and Sis. Linda Hodel
(Roanoke, IL), and Bro. Neil is the
sonofministeringBro. DanandSis.
Deb Beer (Milford, IN). May God's
love reign in their hearts as they
look to Him for direction and guid­
ance in the future.
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We have several dear sisters re­
covering at home after spending
time in the hospital this past
month. We continue to keep Sis.
MillieVogel andSis. AnnFrautschi
in our thoughts and prayers. We
trust they will continue to feel
God's strength and nearness each
day.

Many attended our monthly
Hymn Sing on March 1 7 and en­
joyed hearing the Mortonaires'
beautiful singing. May God bless
them for coming and lifting their
voices up to Him in praise.

Bro. Dennis Kaufmann con­
ducted our Topical Bible Study this
month onthe topic ofevolution. He
pointed out the beautiful way God
created each of us and how special
we were made. Bro. Dennis used
the human eye as an example of
how intricate and detailed we were
created. Many attended this infor­
mative evening of worship.

ILLINOIS, BRADFORD
Chad and LauraLee Plattner
We are thankful to have been

able to observe Communion this
month. What a precious time it is.
AssistingElderBro.Marvinwas El­
der Bro. LeroyMessner (Winthrop,
MN).

Other visiting ministers this
month were Elder Bro. Wayne
Banwart (Champaign, IL) and
Bros. Don Manz (Junction, OH)
andTomLeman (Denver, CO).May
God bless them for their unselfish
service.

Note ofThanks:
I want to sincerely thank every­

one who remembered me with
cards and gifts on my recent birth­
day. What a nice surprise! May God
bless each one in a special way.

Your least in Faith,
Bro. Ed Ehnle
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ILLINOIS
CHAMPAIGN-URBANA

Sam & Pam Furrer
OurSundaySchool childrenpre­

sented the EasterProgramentitled
"No Greater Love" on the after­
noon of Palm Sunday. The chil­
dren'sprogramtouched onChrist's
teachings about love, His giving of
His life as the greatest gift, thepres­
ence of Christ-like love in our
hearts, and the fact that we have
the opportunities for eternal lifebe­
cause ofHis love. It was a very nice
program with each child doing his
or her part to tell the story of the
Saviour's love.

Many ofour college students en­
joyed aweekend ofspiritual growth
and fellowship with students from
other schools throughout Illinois
and Indiana as they attended Col­
lege Weekend. This spring's gath­
ering on the first weekend ofApril
was hosted by the Purdue Univer­
sity group and was held at
Francesville, IN.

ILLINOIS, CHICAGO
Jill Rager

Wehavebeen experiencingsome
unseasonably warmweather in our
area lately and as a result it has
jump - started the spring growth.
Every bulb that blooms and every
tree that buds reminds me of the
blessed message of the recent
Easter season that new life does
shoot forth from something that
appeared dead. It was that way for
Christ in the tomb and is that way
for every soul that grasps onto the
redemption Christ offers. Two vis­
itingministers helped remind us of
that message at our Good Friday
services: Bros. Rick Plattner
(Peoria, IL) and Greg Lehman
(Wolcott, IN), and we express our
appreciation to them.

Bro. Kurt and Sis. Dana
Pflederer are experiencing the new
life of spring within their home as
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well as outdoors. We join the
Pflederers in rejoicing at the birth
of their daughter, Charity Rose, on
March 26. Charity is warmly re­
ceived by her two sisters, Hannah
and Gloria, and her brother, Adam,
as well as grandparents, Bro. Chris
and Sis. Ruth Pflederer and Nancy
Trumbower, and great - grand­
mother, Martha Perry.

We congratulate Sis. Sarah
Aberle (Bro. Richard and Sis.
LaNae) and Bro. Jeremy Ringger
(Bro. Kendall and Sis. Sandy) as
they began their married life on
April 7 in Altadena, CA. We pray
that God would bless this couple
and that our congregation can be a
support to them in their married
walk with God.

Now the drawback ofthe unsea­
sonablywarmweather Imentioned
earlier is that when the inevitable
change occurs, it usually does so
rather violently as we found out
this evening while waiting in our
basement for a tornado warning to
expire (during which God's protec­
tion of us did not).

Our prayers for healing and
comfort have gone forth for
LaVirra Lehman (Eugene) as she
has been experiencing some stormy
health conditions which required
her hospitalization and nursing
care.

We offer our sympathy to Sis.
Judy Eisenmann (Bro. Dale) in the
loss ofher brother, Gary Feller. He
had resided at the Home for the
Handicapped (Morton, IL) for the
past 30 years. We are thankful for
the blessed hope we have for such
dear souls, and we know that God
will bless the many helping hands
supporting those who depend on
others in so many ways.

We express our thanks to our
home Bro. Brad Eisenmann who
shared a topical Bible study regard­
ing "Encouragement". He pin­
pointed three sources of
encouragement: 1) God, 2) The
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Word, and 3) God's people. It is this
last point that makes farewells dif­
ficult, nonetheless, we bid a fond
farewell to Bro. Miklos and Sis.
Aranka Bozzay as theywill be relo­
cating to Sarasota, FL, after more
than 25 years in Chicago. We will
certainly feel their absence, but
wish them God's blessings as they
go.

Note ofThanks:
The family of Bro. John Koehl,

Jr. expresses sincere appreciation
to all for their many cards, visits
and especially all your prayers dur­
ing his last illness and since his
passing.

May God bless all of you.
Lucille Koehl
Judy and Bob Goist and family
John III and Debbie Koehl

Sunnyside Church
Memorial IReunion

We are thankful in our Chicago
congregation to be able to celebrate
our 30th anniversary in our "new"
building location. To honor God
and our 30th anniversary, we are
planning a memorial service in our
old Sunnyside church location.

People who lived in Chicago and
attended church at the Sunnyside
location are invited to a reunion
thatwillbeheldonSunday, July 14,
2002.

We are still in the planning pro­
cess for the daybutwewould like to
notify past residents of the date so
you can add it toyour calendars.We
will start the day with church ser­
vices at our present Hillside loca­
tion in the morning and will have a
memorial service during the after­
noon at the old Sunnyside church.

If you are able to attend, please
contact either Bro. LennyMeyer at
847-677-7028 or Sis. Heidi Haerr at
773-549-6205. Please let us know
your name, address and phone
number so we can keep you in-
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formed of details as they become
available. We look forward to see­
ing all prior "Sunnyside Chicago"
residents who are able tojoinus for
the day.

ILLINOIS, CISSNA PARK
Susan Waldbeser
Denise Walder

On the evening ofPalm Sunday,
we were privileged to have our
Sunday School students bring to us
the message of Easter. We thank
them for reminding us what Christ
did for us on Calvary.

Oh, the love that drew salvation's
plan!

Oh, the love that bro't it down to
man!

Oh, the mighty gulf that God did
span at Calvary!
Hymns ofZion #151

Our church was served Holy
Communion on March 27. Elder
Bro. Joe Stoller (Princeville, IL) as­
sisted our Elder Bro. Alfred Bahler
(Wolcott, IN) in serving us. As we
think of what our Saviour did for
each ofus, it should humble us and
make us thankful daily for the ag­
onyHe bore that wemight have the
hope of a Home in Heaven.

We thank the many brothers
that came andministered theWord
of God to us. They are Bros. Ken
Schneider (Remington, IN),
Fredrick Knapp (Congerville, IL),
Dennis Kaufmann (Bloomington,
IL), Pat Zaugg (West Bend, IA),
ClarkStoller (Gridley, IL) andJohn
Hartman (Fairbury, IL). We also
thank Bro. ArtMueller (Belvidere,
IL) forhis Topical Bible Studyonof­
fences and Elder Bro. RonMessner
for his study on forgiveness. May
God bless each one for their labors
of love.

"And all thy children shall be
taught of the Lord; and great shall
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be the peace of thy children."
Isaiah 54:13

We rejoice with first-time par­
ents, Bro. Dan and Sis. Pam
Walder, on the birth of a precious,
baby girl, Joanna Kay, born on
April 2. Happy and thankful grand­
parents are Bro. Ken and Sis.
Sharon Eisenmann and Sis. Wilma
and the late Bro. Charles Walder.
We pray that God will guide Bro.
Dan and Sis. Pam as they seek to
raiseachild in the fear oftheLord.

"Wait on the Lord: be of good
courage and he shall strengthen
thine heart: wait, I say, on the
Lord."

Psalm27:14

We were sad to hear about our
Sis. Arcelia Bauer (Bro. Herman)
who was in a train/automobile acci­
dent. We are thankful though that
she is out of intensive care, but we
know that she has a long recovery
ahead. May God ever stay by her
and her family during this time.

Otherhospitalpatientswere Sis.
Clara Hofer and Sue Walder
(Dave). We are thankful that both
are home and feeling better. Also,
Sis. Nettie Scharlach was trans­
ferred to Heartland Nursing Home
in Paxton. May God be with her in
her new place.

ILLINOIS, CONGERVILLE
Glenna Rinkenberger

Even as Christ arose from the
grave we are thankful that God's
children also have this hope.

Our sympathy and prayers are
extended to Sis. Martha
Rinkenberger(Bro.Charlie)inthe
passing from this life of her sister
from Latty, OH, Sis. Bertha
"Tootie" SinnStoller (Bro. Ralph).

Our Bible Class hosted the Tre­
mont and Cissna Park young peo­
ple. We would like to thank Bro.
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Frank Sauder (Roanoke, IL) and
Bro. Jim Vierling (Eureka, IL) for
sharing the day with us.

Other visiting ministers were
Bro. TomLeman (Denver, CO) and
Bro. Matt Rassi (Chicago, IL). We
appreciate these brothers pro­
claiming God's Word.

The Congerville congregation
would like to welcome Sis. Stepha­
nieAlrutz (Bro. AllenandSis.Janet
Indermuhle) fromSardis, OH, who
has foundemployment at theHome
for theHandicappedinMorton. We
hope she will soon feel a part ofour
church family.

The engagement of our Sis.
Becky Zimmerman (Bro. Fred and
Sis. Maryellen) to Bro. Bradley
Langhofer (Bro. Marty and Sis.
Lavilla, South Bend, IN) was an­
nounced. Also, our Bro. Kevin
Knapp (Bro. Denny andSis. Gay) is
engaged to Sis. Carrie Leuthold
(Bro. Chuck and Sis. Vicki, Lester,
IA). May God guide them as they
plan for their futures together as
one in Him.

Our prayers for God's healing
power are with Bro. Jake Miller
(Sis.Marion) ashehas spent time in
the hospital and is currently in the
Eureka Home.

ILLINOIS, ELGIN
Amy Gasser

Kay Kellenberger

"The Lord is my shepherd; I
shall notwant. Hemakethme to lie
down in green pastures: He leadeth
me beside the still waters. He
restorethmy soul: He leadethme in
the paths of righteousness for His
name's sake. Yea, though I walk
through the valley ofthe shadow of
death, I will fear no evil: for Thou
art with me; Thy rod and Thy staff
they comfort me. Thou preparest a
table forme in thepresence ofmine
enemies: Thou anointest my head
will oil: my cup runneth over.
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Surely goodness and mercy shall
followme all thedays ofmy life: and
I will dwell in the house ofthe Lord
forever."

Psalm23

The Elgin congregation rejoices
with Bro. Larry Knapp (Gridley,
IL) and Sis. Stephanie Welzein as
they were united in marriage on
March 24. May they continue to
feel the Lord's blessings in their
lives.

We were blessed by the willing
and faithful service ofthe following
visiting ministers: Bro. Jaye
Rinkenberger (Goodfield, IL), Bro.
Steve Baner, Bro. David Zehr, Bro.
Clark Stoller, Elder Bro. Earl
Ringger (all of Gridley, IL), Bro.
Brad Gudeman (Bradford, IL), and
Bro. Paul Zimmerman (Forrest,
IL).
I
"Therefore if any man be in

Christ, he is a new creature: old
things are passed away; behold, all
things are become new."

II Corinthians 5: 17

Rejoicing, we welcome Bro.
Chad Heiniger (Bro. Don and Sis.
Peg) into the fold. What an encour­
agement to again witness the work
of the Lord in the heart of a lost
soul. His provingandbaptismwere
April 13-14.

May we continue to lift our new
convert, Jacob Schambach (Bill
Schambach, Jr. and Melody
Lipscomb), up in prayer. May we
each look within our own heart,
longing to set a Christ-like exam­
ple.

May those who have spent time
in the hospital rest upon the Lord's
strength: Ryan Moser (Bro. Dan
and Sis. Ann), Sis. Pat Schifferer
(Bro. Howie), Bro. Don Stettner,
and Sis. Leola Schambach (Bro.
Charles).

We extend our heartfelt sympa­
thytoSis.JanMogler inthepassing

15

of her father, Bro. Nathan Mogler
(West Bend, IA). His funeral ser­
vice was held March 30 in West
Bend.

Faithful unto death remain! For
the crown of life be striving.

Break through bonds ofwoe and
pain, In His promise e'er confid­
ing,

Which through grace is kept in
store, For thee when thy jour­
ney's o'er.

For thee when thy journey's o'er.
Zion's Harp #105

ILLINOIS, EUREKA
Janet Zimmerman

Bro. Brian and Sis. TeriVierling
have a new baby, David Andrew,
born on March 15. He has one
brother, Brandon Levi. His grand­
parents are Bro. Lewis and Sis.
Arletta Martin and Bro. Jim and
Sis. Linda Vierling.

CalebDalewasbornonApril 3 to
Bro. Phil and Sis. Rebecca Braker.
He is welcomed by his sister,
Hannah, and brother, Daniel. His
grandparents are Bro. Charlie and
Sis. Karen Sinn and Bob and Sis.
Janice Stoller (Lamar, MO).

"I sought the Lord, and he heard
me, and delivered me from all my
fears. The Lord is nigh unto them
that are of a broken heart; and
saveth such as be of a contrite
spirit."

Psalm 34:4 and 18

Michael Blunier (Bro. Myron
and Sis. Elaine), Ross Blunier (Bro.
Ted andSis. Donna) and TobyFehr
(Bro. Ken and Sis. Sandy) have
sought theLord inrepentance.May
God grant them grace to build a
firm foundation.

Four dear souls gave their testi­
monies and were baptized the
weekend ofApril 6-7. Our new
brothers and sisters in faith are
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Bro. Doug Bradle (Bro. Roger and
Sis. Ila), Bro. Jonathan Wiegand
(Bro. Don and Sis. Jane), Sis. Mar­
sha Stoller (Bro. Stan and Sis. Lola)
and Sis. Sarah Stoller (Bro. Tom
and Sis. Edie). "... rejoice, because
your names are written in heaven."
(St. Luke 10:20) Our visitingminis­
ters were Elder Bro. Art Bahler
(Fairbury, IL), Elder Bro. Bob
Walder (Congerville, IL), Bros. Bill
Hodel and Tim Hohulin (Roanoke,
IL), Wayne Wiegand (Goodfield,
IL), Randy Mogler (Washington,
IL) and Brad Gudeman (Bradford,
IL).

We who in God's name are here as­
sembled,

solemnly do clasp our hands;
That Christ's death and suff'ring

be remembered,
faithfully for Him to stand.
Thus in unison our hearts have

spoken.
Lord, to show Thy favor give the

token;
Speak Thy blessing ever true;
"Amen," Peace - be unto you.

The Union in Jesus' Death,
Zion's Harp #11

Saturday evening, March 23, we
were blessed to partake of Holy
Communion. We are thankful El­
der Bro. Kevin Ryan and his wife,
Sis. Cheryl, of the Rockville, CT,
congregation could be with us. May
God richly bless them. We appreci­
ated his labors on Sunday also.

Bro. Floyd Frieden (Elgin, IA)
was our visiting minister on Easter
Sunday, March 31. May God bless
all who labor on our behalf.

We extend our sympathy to Bro.
Vernon and Sis. Vi Leman on the
death ofhis sister, RowenaHartter,
of Goodfield. She died March 13.

We likewise extend our sympa­
thy to Bro. Wilmer and Sis. Lavina
Leman on the recent death of his
brother, Bro. Irvin Leman, ofMor­
ton.

SILVER LINING

Sis. Wilma Huber was hospital­
ized recently for hip replacement
surgery. We are thankful her sur­
gery was successful. She plans to
have the 2nd hip surgery soon.

Bro. Richard Rocke (Sis. Marge)
spent some time in the hospital due
to a heart problem. We are thankful
he is doing good also.

Wednesday evening, March 27,
was our Easter Program.

Monday, April 7, was the day set
aside for our annual church house­
cleaning. We had a good turnout for
this which made working pleasant.
We enjoyed a lunch afterwards.

Note ofThanks:
We want to express our sincere

thanks and appreciation to our dear
relatives and friends who remem­
bered us with cards, visits, food,
gifts of love and especially their
prayers during Bro. Bill's illness
and passing. May God richly bless
each one for their many kind deeds
of love.

Sis. Clara Kempfand family

Where is Mother
0, where is the Mother, whose

house is so shocking?
She's not in the nursery blissfully

rocking.
The nurseries are bare - for here

babies have grown,
Now tell me where our Mother has

gone?

Perhaps she went walking to get
some fresh air -

Or see a sick neighbor to give her
some care

Oh, no Mother's not doing any of
these,

She's in her prayer closet, down on
her knees.

She's bathing each grown - up
baby with prayer,

Beseeching her God to keep them
in His care

Safe from the tempter's angry
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darts
Aimed at their tender youthful

hearts.

She's feeling again the pangs of
travail,

And she knows her own efforts do
nothing avail.

To bring her dear prodigal back to
the fold

Who's wandering out in the dark
and the cold.

She's thanking the Lord for each
faithful child

With disposition so sweet and mild

For the young man so helpful and
tall

She prays - "Don't ever let him
fall."

She's asking for grace for the mis­
chievous lad,

Whose delight is in doing some­
thing bad.

With thanksgiving she prays for
her husband, too,

Who's love is so constant, so kind
and true.

Oh, where is the Mother whose
house is so shocking?

The telephone's ringing - a neigh­
bor is knocking

She's in her prayer closet - down
on her knees,

Where burdens are lifted - then
carried with ease.
-by VeraMiller

Even a mother, whose little ones
are grown and are more or less on
their own, will not always maintain
a spotless house ifshe has her prior­
ities right.

There will be more free, uninter­
rupted prayer time and she'll use it
wisely in behalf of her children's
welfare. Will you? Will I?
-Author unknown
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ILLINOIS, FAIRBURY
Joann Zehr

Tammy Hinrichsen
Greetings to all of our loved

ones! Our sincere sympathy goes
out to the family of our dear friend
Salome Knapp. Salome leaves two
brothers, Ben Knapp (Eureka, IL)
and Norval Knapp (Forrest, IL),
and one sister, Martha Roth
(Fairbury, IL), along with many
nieces and nephews. Her fellow­
ship and smile will be greatly
missed by our congregation.

Bro. Tom Steidinger (Sis.
Dianne) is still recovering from his
shoulder accident. He continues to
be in our prayers. MayGod lift him
up with His healing touch.

Fairburywould like to thankthe
following visiting ministers for
coming and beingwilling to preach
the Word of God: Bros. Brian
Waibel (Champaign, IL), Jerry
Wagenbach (Oakville, IA), Duane
Rocke (Minneapolis, MN), Tom
Bolliger (Tremont, IL), Chuck
Kellenberger (Elgin, IL), Tim
Hohulin (Roanoke, IL), andWayne
Wiegand (Goodfield, IL).

"0 Praise the Lord, all ye na­
tions: praise him, all ye people. For
his merciful kindness is great to­
ward us: and the truth of the Lord
endureth forever. Praise ye the
Lord."

Psalm 117

ILLINOIS, FORREST
Jean Knapp
Linda Anliker

"Up from the grave He arose ... "
Our Sunday school children re­
layed to us the blessed story of
Christ's love in sacrificing Himself
onthe cross andbeingtriumphover
the grave, when presenting the
Easter program on March 29, fol­
lowing Good Friday service. May
this storybe planted deeply in their
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hearts, that it may take root and
grow when the time is right.

As we travel to Calvary's Hill in
recent observation of Easter, we
are thankful we could also remem­
ber Christ's suffering with partak­
ing of Holy Communion on April
13. We thank Elder Bros. Tom
Hoffman (Roanoke, IL) and Art
Bahler (Fairbury, IL) for assisting
our Elder Bro. Wayne Anliker in
serving the bread and wine, asym­
bol of Christ's broken body and
shedding of blood for remission of
our sins. Renewed in heart and
mind may we be bound in His love,
serving one another on our pilgrim
walk toward Zion.

Allowing the seed of life to
sprout and grow in their hearts, we
rejoice that Bro. Matthew Schaffer
(Bro. Kevin and Sis. Martha) and
Sis. Natalie Kilgus (Bro. Kevin and
Sis. Denise) gave testimony oftheir
faith in God and were baptized and
are now our new brother and sister
in faith. May they continue to blos­
som and bear fruit.

We thank Elder Bro. Marvin
Leman (Bradford, IL) and Bro.
Darren Plattner (Champaign, IL)
for lendingthemselves in God'sser­
vice. May the Lord bless them.

Putting their trust in the Lord
for direction in their lives, Bro. Em­
ery Gal (Akron, OH) and Sis. Erika
Schlatter believe God has directed
them to become united as husband
and wife. Eugene and Helen Gal of
North Port, FL, and Sis. Sherri
Schlatter are their parents. May
they continue to rely onGod as they
make plans for a July wedding.

April 13 was the wedding date
for Jeannie Mueller and Rich
Sanders. Jeannie's parents are Bro.
Ron and Sis. Loida Mueller.

Thankful for their new son,
Tyrel Wayne, Bro. Tory and Sis.
Wendy Zimmerman are given the
responsibility of parenthood. En­
joyingtheir first grandchild are Sis.
Kathy Dotterer and Bro. Wayne
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and Sis. Nancy Zimmerman.
Bro. Josh and Sis. Molly

Zimmerman welcome into their
hearts Jerrett Michael. Jerrett's
sister, Alli, and his grandparents,
ElderBro. Curt and Sis. Lyla Frank
(Lacrosse, IN) and Bro. Mike and
Sis. JeanetteZimmerman, are look­
ing forward to getting acquainted
with him.

After a lengthy pilgrimage on
earth and even enjoying the fifth
generation of family, our Sis. Ber­
tha Leman was laid to rest. We ex­
tend sympathy to her children,
Donald Leman (Columbus, OH),
Howard and Sis. Gloria Leman
(Morton, IL), Gary and Velda Fite
(Normal, IL), Bob and Judy
Zimmerman (Normal, IL) and Bro.
Allen and Sis. Carolyn Zimmer­
man, and their families.

We alsowant to express our sym­
pathyto Bro. NorvalandSis.Wilma
Knapp in the passing of his sister,
Salome Knapp (Fairbury, IL).

Spending time in the hospital
this pastmonthwasBro. Perry (Sis.
Dorothy) Zimmerman.

ILLINOIS, GOODFIELD
Heather Hohulin

Rita Bauman

"For I will restore health unto
thee, and I will heal thee of thy
wounds, saith the Lord;"

Jeremiah 30:17

It is our prayer that those who
are in need ofhealingwould feel the
hand of the Great Physician. Re­
cent hospital patients have been
Sis. Mary Wiegand (Bro. Simon),
Bro. Gary Wiegand (Sis. Karen),
Sis. ChristyWiegand (Bro. Ron and
Sis. Barb), Bro. Rob Wiegand (Sis.
Kelly), Sis. LisaWiegand (Ben) and
Monique Dingledine.

Our prayers are with Sis. Kim
Getz (Bro. Tim) and family, as God
has placed a trial in their life. May
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they feel God by their side as He
helps her through radiation treat­
ments.

We have felt the joy by having
new converts this month. Bethany
Wiegand (Bro. Art and Sis. Pam)
and Angie Schmidgall (Bro. Randy
and Sis. Cindy) have given their
lives over to their Creator. May
they feel God's presence in their
lives and know the peace that co­
mes from serving Him.

OnMarch 24, the engagement of
Sis. Diana Schieler and Bro. Tim
Currier was made known. Their
parents are Bro. Brian and Sis.
Teresa Schieler and Art and Sis.
Mary Currier. We wish them God's
blessings as they make prepara­
tions for their special day.

OurSundaySchool children told
the Easter story to us on Palm
Sunday. We thank each one who
took part in this special program.
May we stay focused on the cross
not only today but throughout the
year.

On Good Friday we held our an­
nual Communion service. It was a
blessed evening and a very special
time together as brothers and sis­
ters in Christ.

We thank our visiting ministers
for their visit and their willingness
to share with us the Word of God.
They were Bros. Walter Herrmann
(Sis. Betty, Princeville, IL), Darren
Plattner (Sis. Sue, Champaign, IL),
Clark Stoller (Sis. Cindy, Gridley,
IL) and Elder Bros. Earl Ringger
(Sis. Dixie, Gridley, IL) and Bob
Walder (Sis. Gloria, Congerville,
IL).

Two souls have washed their
robes in the blood of the Lamb. On
April 21, we welcomed Bros. Bob
Schieler (Bro. Brian and Sis.
Teresa) and Eric Fehr (Bro. Steve
and Sis. Deb) into the fold. May we
all continueto looktoThee forguid­
ance each day.

"Lo, children are an heritage of
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the Lord: and the fruit ofthe womb
is his reward."

Psalm 127:3

God has blessed three families
this month with precious little
ones. OnApril 5, Bro. Erik and Sis.
Carrie Wiegand became first-time
parents of little Savannah Joy.
Thankful grandparents are Mark
andConnie Rocke andBro. Ronand
Sis. Barb Wiegand. Bro. Brad and
Sis. Karen Wiegand are thankful
for the safe arrival of twins born
April 10. Siblings, Scott, Zach,
Marisa andWhitney, are excited to
help out with their new little
brother, Braden James, and sister,
Brooke Lauren. Grandparents are
Bro. Meland Sis. Marilyn Blunier
and Bro. Steve and Sis. Mary Ellen
Wiegand. Joiningthe family ofBro.
Tom and Sis. Jodee, Breana and
Noah Bauman on April 11 is little
BrinleeTanner. To share inthatjoy
are grandparents, Joe Tanner and
JaredandJanRodgers andBro. Les
and Sis. Helen Bauman.

ILLINOIS, GRIDLEY
Perry Klopfenstein

"Now the God of patience and
consolation grant you to be
likeminded one toward another ac­
cording to Christ Jesus. That ye
might with one mouth glorify God,
even the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ."

Romans 15:5-6

Our unity in the Lord is richer
and more precious when we are
yoked together in thought and
practice. Common perceptions of
faith and life help build closeness
among the brethren. The society
around us extols diversity, but
God'sWord exhorts us to beunified
and likeminded.

Endeavors for unity were ex­
horted in the reading ofthe annual
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Memorandum. Elder Bro. Charles
Sauder (Tremont, IL) was here for
that occasion to help Elder Bro.
Earl Ringger. Much helpful direc­
tion was given for which we are
thankful. The Word teaches to
"obey them" and "whose faith fol­
low." We are thankful for God's
Word.

Sis. Hulda Stoller, 87, died on
March 23. She had resided the last
several years at the Eureka Home.
Her husband, Bro. Virgil, had died
on October 12, 1993, in a car acci­
dent.

Survivors are Dick Stoller (La
Canada, CA), Joanne Stern (Aspen,
CO), Susan Steffen (Avon, CT) and
Anne Stoller - Lee (Colorado
Springs, CO) and eight grandchil­
dren. She is also survived by Sis.
Marie Kaufman (Morton, IL.)

Sis. Hulda was very devoted to
herhusband and family andwas ac­
tive inchurch service andvolunteer
activities. A noted characteristic of
her personality was her smile.

Bro. Paul and Sis. Arianne
Gramm became parents of their
first child on March 14. She was
named Olivia Morgan. Grandpar­
ents are Bro. Mike and Sis. Rosie
Gramm and Jim and Sis. Eloise
Howell. Great-grandparents are
Bro. Herbert and Sis. Jane Gramm
and Sis. Lucille Stoller.

Sis. Lucille Stoller fell and frac­
tured her hip. Sis. Sonia Endress is
bedfast with pregnancy. Bro. Dave
Steffen has returned home after
spending time in the hospital and
nursing home.

Bro. Mike Rieker (Peoria, IL)
ministeredhere onApril 7, andBro.
Brandon Emch (Kansas City, MO)
preached here on March 31.

I

ILLINOIS, MORTON
Christie Zeller

Once again we were encouraged
by the reading of the Memoran­
dum. Elder Bro. Joe Stoller (Sis.
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Emily, Princeville, IL) was here to
help with this important evening.
May God bless him for his labors of
love.

Christ our Lord is risen! What a
blessed Easter programwe enjoyed
on Palm Sunday and also our Bro.
Floyd Frieden (Elgin, IA) who
brought us God's Holy Word on
Good Friday. Our other visiting
ministers on Easter Sunday were
Bros. Dean Steffen (Belvidere, IL),
Greg Rassi (Chicago, IL) and Tim
Roecker (Peoria, IL). May God con­
tinue to bless these dear ones.

What a wonderful look from a
Christian perspective we were able
to share as our Bro. Ron Heiniger
(Bloomington, IL) brought us our
topic for familyworship - "Conflict
in the Middle East". We all need to
be in constant prayer for our coun­
try and loved ones everywhere as
God's prophesy continues to un­
fold.

Bro. Wes Knapp (Sis. Millie,
Goodfield, IL) was here to share
HolyCommunionwithus onSatur­
day, April 13. May God bless His
servants.

Sis. Mary Ann Klaus (late Bro.
Bill, Ft. Lauderdale, FL) has re­
cently made Morton her home and
resides at Parkside. We appreciate
her love and welcome her.

Bro. Todd and Sis. Wendy
Sauder had a new little bundlejoin
their family - a precious baby girl,
Tori Elizabeth. She is welcomed
home by brother, Caleb.

More loved ones havegonehome
to Heaven. Bro. Roy Rokey
(Sabetha, KS) passed away. He is
the fathertoourSis.MarettaRokey
who resides at our Timber Ridge
Home. Sis. Inez Steiner (Eureka
Home) passed away. She is a sister
to our Sis. Marie Kaufman (Bro.
Dan) and Sis. Wilma Wiedman
(Bro. Al). Clyde Getz (California)
passed away. He is a brother to our
Bro. Harry Getz and Anna (Getz)
Foster. Sis. Bertie Leman (Bro. Eli,
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Fairview Haven) also passed away.
She is the mother to our Bro.
Howard Leman (Sis. Gloria). May
our love and prayers go out to these
dear families.

Note of Thanks:
The family of Howard

Musselman wish to thank the min­
isters, relatives, and friends, for all
the prayers, cards, phone calls,
flowers and food received and pre­
pared for us at the funeral home
and church at the time of death of
our loved one. And most of all, the
outpouring of love shown unto us.
May the Lord richly bless each and
every one ofyou.

Irene Musselman
Roger and Nancy
Arlyn and Carol
Cheryl and Ed Duke

ILLINOIS, PEORIA
Peter and Mabel Weber
Easter is passed ... life rushes on

... nowand then God takes an ordi­
naryday andmakes a special event
of it, as on Palm Sunday, when we
could share the Lord's Supper:
"Anew, Lord, we are bound to
Thee" (ZH200/5). OurCommunion
coincides with the remembrance of
the Passover by the Israelites in
Egypt: "When I see the blood, I will
pass over you (Ex. 12: 13) which
they observed this year on Nisan
(March) 28/29, 5762.

Where is our tree planted? (Ps.
1:3). If we don't draw water from
that river (Vine)), the treeburns up
in the heat. The Lord didn't say the
cost was too great, but that we
should bring forth fruit in our daily
lives, be a benefit to others, follow
that still small voice, which guides
us, and the lighthouse beacon,
which sends clear signals so we can
stand up in the midst of the storm.
We thank Bro. Paul and Sis. Jan
Messner (Winthrop, MN) for their
visit and ministry on March 17.
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This season reminds us ofGod's
loveandthatHewantsus tomake it
to the end. The Holy Spirit gives us
the grace to live that overcoming
life. God sees us throughJesus and
we need to be connected to Him.
Stay close and be sanctified as we
are the temple ofGod andhave part
ofGodbesideus to showus theway.
(Bro. Craig Martin, Princeville, IL
3/20).

InMatt. 20, a householder hired
laborers into his vineyard, at vari­
ous times of the day, each for a
penny a day. We are 5 o'clockers,
poor souls hired at the 11th hour (5
p.m.), who need the Lord. At what
hour do we see ourselves coming to
work? Did Jesus show a temper in
Matt. 21: 12whenHeoverthrewthe
tables of the moneychangers? Not
at all; itwas theright timeandplace
to cleanup a sinfulcondition in the
temple. (Bro. Mike Rieker, 3/24).

There is abigdifferencebetween
knowing and doing. Repentance is
God opening the mind that a
change is necessary. We are thank­
ful PaulineHermanncould giveher
testimony on April 3 and be bap­
tized on April 7 and thank Elder
Bro. RonMessner (Washington, IL)
forhis assistanceandministry. God
is the most loving Lord, our best
friend, but we are not His equal be­
cause He is the Lord ofour life and
does not want us to reason with
Him. Part of the beauty ofHeaven
is that nothing unrighteous can be
tolerated there as He is holy, fear­
some and righteous.

Bros. Mike Rieker, Dave
Obergfel and KenHoerr conducted
the Good Friday and Easter ser­
vices. Isaiah described the crucifix­
ion 700 years before Jesus
mentioned it Himself. This scene
happened exactly as predicted and
is the most documented event in
history. Of the six hours on the
cross, God caused three hours to be
in totaldarkness, similar to Exodus
10:21: "And the Lord said toMoses,
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stretch out thine hand toward
heaven, that theremaybedarkness
over the land of Egypt, even dark­
ness which may be felt." "IT IS
FINISHED" ... and more impor­
tantly ... "HE IS RISEN" on the
Feast of the First Fruits. Pilate
committed suicide, his wife was
converted, according to tradition.
Our faith is not in vain; we can raise
up also some day with the hope of
eternal life. The next event will be
His coming back in the same man­
nerHeascended, togatherHis own.
Are we procrastinating, or receiv­
ingHimtoday,Who has risenand is
alive?

The topic of Bro. Will Schieler
(Milford, IN) for our family night
serviceonApril l0was "David's Se­
crets of Success" ... a man of con­
trasts, but behaving wisely,
displaying the divine, and permis­
sive, will of God. If we insist, God
will not override our personal will,
hence many are not changed due to
their ownwill. God used David in a
major way (he is mentioned over
1,100 times in the Bible) and he is a
pattern for the comingMessiah Je­
sus Christ, with many character
parallels. David was not perfect,
but available to God and His pur­
poses and plans. Divine mem­
ory-loss later never mentioned
David's shortcomings: Adul­
tery/Murder/Numbering the peo­
ple (1 ½ million drew sword, of
which 70,000 were killed)/Despair
andDiscouragement/Polygamy (18
wives) and excessive breakdown of
lawandorder (didn't speaktoAbsa­
lom for two years), which family
heads must address. On the posi­
tive side: David was available,
leapedforjoywhenhecameintothe
presence ofGod (more thanjust be­
lieving), delighted in His ways (To
be continued next month) ...

Brenna Marie, born March 11,
was welcomed home by brother,
Alec, andparents, Bro. Timand Sis.
Tricia Wagenbach, of Princeville,
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IL. Congratulations to them and
grandparents, Bro. Dean and Sis.
Judy Martin and Bro. Lawrence
and Sis. Elaine Wagenbach
(Princeville, IL). Parents are the
textbook children read ... what a
blessing when they are born into
Christian families.

Emery Zeller (87), who used to
assemble with us, passed away
March 15 and we express our sym­
pathy to his sister, Sis. Elma
Brustin. Sis. Inez Steiner (91) met
the Lord on April 4 and we convey
our condolences to her family.

The choir had an active month:
singing at Easter sunrise services,
travelingto Detroit onMarch 16/17
and presenting the 31st annual
Benefit Dinner and Musical Pro­
gram onApril 13 at the Fellowship
Hall. On March 14, we enjoyed the
Cissna Park choir and a quartet of
brothers from Bluffton, IN, and
thank Bro. Wayne Laubscher for
accompanying the choir and his
ministry: knowledge, love and
truth blend together into the wis­
dom of God.

Where are they now?
Sis. Jolyne Scholl is in her first year
ofmedical school at Rush Medical
College in Chicago and attends the
Chicago church.

RanaHermann (granddaughter
of Sis. Lydia Hermann) grew up at
Carmel, IN, graduated from Indi­
ana University and has been em­
ployed by Wyman & Co., a
recruiting and hiring agency in
New York City, traveling nation­
ally and in Europe. She attends
church when in Peoria.

ILLINOIS, PRINCEVILLE
Phyllis Knobloch

Crystal Streitmatter

"She openeth her mouth with
wisdom; and in her tongue is the
lawofkindness. She lookethwell to
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the ways of her household, and
eateth not the bread of idleness.
Her children arise up, and call her
blessed; her husband also, and he
praiseth her."

Proverbs 31:26-28

Many ofus have had mothers as
described in Proverbs 31, for which
we are thankful. Mayeach one con­
tinue to lookto the Lord for grace to
fulfill this scripture!

Elder Bro. Ted Witzig (Morton,
IL) was in our midst to help our El­
der Bro. Joe Stoller share Holy
Communionwith us onApril 6. We
received a great blessing from this
service in remembering our Lord
and Saviour's death and suffering.
We thank Bro. Ted for his willing­
ness to serve us. Other visiting
ministers this past month were
Bro. Fred Witzig (Indianapolis,
IN), Ed Fritz (Washington, IL),
Tim Hohulin (Roanoke, IL), and
Frank Sauder (Roanoke, IL).

We are thankful for God's heal­
ing hand upon Sis. Adele Martin as
she is recovering from a short hos­
pital stay. Our sympathy has been
with Sis. EdithMartin in the death
of her sister-in-law, Faye
Streitmatter. "Casting all your
care upon him; for he careth for
you" (I Peter 5:7).

"No other love thanmother love
could do the things required of the
one to whom God gives the keeping
of His wee lambs, awake or sleep­
ing."
-Helen Steiner Rice

ILLINOIS, ROANOKE
Joan Leman
Jenell Hodel

The grave of Christ, the risen
Lord,

is vacant where He lay;
the Son is victor over death;
whoe'er believes is saved.
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Christ Arose - Hymns ofZion

What a very special time ofyear
when we reflect upon the price Je­
sus paid for our salvation. We were
blessed to be able to share Holy
CommuniononPalmSunday. It is a
time to examine ourselves and re­
new our love and zeal for serving
our Saviour. We thank Elder Bros.
Jon Schmidgall (Oakville, IA) and
ChuckHemmer (Peoria, IL) for be­
ing willing to assist with this.

We were blessed to hear the
Easter story told to us with Scrip­
ture and songbyour SundaySchool
onWednesday evening, March 20.

At Easter time and as springhas
arrived, we think ofnew life andwe
rejoice to be able to share the news
of five precious souls who have
turnedtheirbacks onSatanandthe
world and have begun their repen­
tance. They are Marjorie Leman
(Bro. Clark and Sis. Lisa), Angie
Hodel (Bro. Brad and Sis. Patty),
Jared Stoller (Bro. Ed and Sis.
Boni), Travis Leman (Bro. Wayne
and Sis. Julie) and Brett Hodel
(Bro. Curt and Sis. Jenell). May
God grant each of them His grace
that they may build a firm founda­
tion on the Solid Rock ofJesus.

We appreciate Bro. Will Schieler
(Milford, IN) and Elder Bro. Kent
Heimer (Taylor, MO) for minister­
ingtous this month. MayGod bless
them, their wives and their fami­
lies.

Theweekafter Easter, our Bible
Class alongwith some parents and
our Elder Bro. Tom spent aweek in
Jamaica on a work project. Our
prayer is that this experience will
give glory to God and that He can
work in their hearts as they view
life from a much different angle
then howwe live here in theUnited
States. We are thankful they had a
safe journey.

The engagements of Sis. Kathy
Bradle (Bro. Bob and Sis. Mary) to
Bro. Mark Knapp (Bro. Larry and
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Sis. Stephanie, Gridley, IL) and Sis.
Jessica Hodel (Bro. John and Sis.
Linda) to Bro. Neil Beer (Bro. Dan
and Sis Deb, Milford, IN) was an­
nounced. We pray God's blessings
be upon each of these couples as
they now will serve the Lord to­
gether.

Our thoughts and prayers are
with thosewhowere in the hospital
this past month. They were Sis.
MaryHoffman, Sis. ThelmaHodel,
Sis. Alice Kempf and Jerry Getz.
Three of the Haitians staying with
families in our congregation also
had their surgeries and we are
thankful they are getting along
well. They are Jocelyne Merisier
(Bro. Bruce and Sis. Debbie
Fischer), Cathia Desvolieres (Bro.
Rich and Sis. Janet Knepp) and
JeanShilovePierre (Bro. Brent and
Sis. Marge Hodel).

ILLINOIS, TREMONT
Heather Rassi

LaVonne Wagenbach
Elder Bro. Ronald Schambach

(Elgin, IL) was withusMarch 23 as
we were privileged to take Holy
Communion in remembrance of
what our Saviour did for us. Other
visiting ministers this month were
Elder Bro. Marvin Leman and Bro.
Kenneth Dietz (Bradford, IL), El­
der Bro. Wes Knapp (Goodfield,
IL), Bro. Gene Lehman (Wolcott,
IN), and Bro. John Steiner
(Oakville, IA). A special thank-you
to these brothers and their families
for spending time with us.

We rejoice with Sis. Teresa
Beutel (Bro. Fred and Sis. Jean­
nette) and Bro. Landon Rowell
(Bro. John and Sis. Nelda,
Burlington, IA) on their engage­
ment. We wish them God's guid­
ance as they take this important
step in life.

We were blessed with five pre­
cious babies in our congregation.
Kendall James was born to Bro.
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Darrel and Sis. Brenda Ehnle.
Cameron and Vanessa welcome
him home. Grandparents are Bro.
Ed and Sis. Verla Ehnle (Bradford,
IL) and Sis. Kathy Rocke. Bro.
Scott and Sis. Janell Sauder be­
came first-time parents when
Ashley Rose was born. Grandpar­
ents are Bro. Marvin and Sis. Mary
Ann Sauder and Bro. Gene and Sis.
Joyce Strunk (Morton, IL). Bro.
Troy and Sis. Anne Stuber were
also blessed with their first baby,
MatthewDavid. Bro. Todd and Sis.
Beth Stuber and Bro. Roger and
Sis. JoAnnBeutel arehis grandpar­
ents. Curt and Kerrie Bolliger and
big sister Haley welcome Blake
Curtis. Happy grandparents are
Sis. AlmaBolliger and Bro. Warren
and Sis. Carolyn Prather. Also
blessed with a precious little boy,
Aaron Charles, were Bro. Ron and
Sis. ElizabethWagenbach. He was
welcomed home by Paul, Gary, Sis.
Holly, Lisa, Wendy, David, Emily,
Mary, Lydia, and Naomi. May God
be with each of these families as
they raise their precious children.

ILLINOIS, WASHINGTON
Marcia Koch
Dianne Wyss

Our congregation once again
united together to experience Holy
Communion. It is suchaprivilege to
experiencethis BlessedSacrament.
We appreciate Elder Bro. Ray Sinn
(Sis. Ann, Latty, OH) for assisting
and spending Sunday with us. The
following evening we enjoyed our
Sunday School children telling the
Easter story through Bible memo­
rization and song.

We thank Bros. Glen Braker
(Sis. Audrey, Princeville, IL) and
Ron Heiniger (Sis. Kayleen,
Bloomington, IL) for having our
monthly Bible studies. They were
both inspiringand interesting. Bro.
Ken Weerts (Sis. Myrna, Cissna
Park, IL) also shared thepulpit this
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month.
Sis. Martha Simon has recently

been hospitalized. We are praying
for restoredhealth and that she can
feel our Father's nearness.

Elder Bro. Ron Messner, along
with many from our congregation,
spent aweek in Rio Bravo, Mexico,
on a constructionwork trip. We are
thankful for their safe return.

INDIANA,BLUFFTON
Tonia Isch

Elizabeth Aschliman

"O Lord of hosts, blessed is the
man that trusteth in thee."

Psalm 84:12

We rejoice this month as Jason
Schwartz and Ben Girod have
turned their back on the world and
havebeguntherepentanceprocess.
Jason's parents are Bro. Dale and
Sis. Joni Schwartz. Ben is the son of
Sis. Carla Girod. We pray that they
will feel God's blessings and peace
as they start this new path.

Many families havebeenblessed
with new babies recently. Bro. Joe
and Sis. Tara Sprunger's first child
was born on February 20. Chloe
Mae is welcomed by loving grand­
parents, Bro. Kent and Sis. Sheila
Sprunger and Sis. Susan Byerly
(BlufftonNorth). Bro. Ross andSis.
Kara Frank welcomed Meryl Elise
to their family onMarch 5. Meryl's
grandparents are Bro. Herb and
Sis. Nancy Frank and Bro. Frank
andSis. Ruth Ifer (BlufftonNorth).
Andrew Jed Smitley was born on
March 19 to Shannon and Missy
Smitley. His grandparents are
Leon and Sis. Cindy Kauffman.
March 19 was also the day Jessi
Aliyah was born to Bro. Luke and
Sis. TinaGerke. JessijoinsJared at
home. Thankful grandparents are
Bro. Bruce and Sis. Mary Raber.

Ourprayers arewithBro. Denny
and Sis. Carol Klopfenstein in the
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death of his father, Bro. Floren
Klopfenstein (Phoenix, AZ). Betty
McAfee passed away on April 10.
Shewas themotherofBro. Jeff(Sis.
Linda) McAfee. Although she will
be missed on earth, we rejoice with
Bro. Jeff as he looks forward to a
wonderful reunion with her in
Heaven.

Wedding bells were ringing on
April 7 as Bro. Brian Drayer (Bro.
JerryandSis. Lois, BlufftonNorth)
took Sis. Shannon Compton (Bro.
Roger and Sis. Carol) to be his wife.
April 7 was also the day that Bro.
Jeremy Ringger (Bro. Kendall and
Sis. Sandy) and Sis. Sarah Aberle
(Bro. Richard and Sis. Lanae,
Altadena, CA) were united in mar­
riage. We wish these couples God's
richest blessings as they start their
new lives together.

Spending time in the hospital
this month were: Bro. Jack
Schwartz (Sis. Diane), Bro. Homer
Aschliman (Sis. Minnie), Bro. Har­
old Isch, Bro. Brent Hackenjos
(Bro. Carl andSis. Evelyn), andSis.
Diane Schwartz (Bro. Jack). We
prayGod's healingwillbe felt by all
of these dear ones.

We are thankful for the several
visiting ministers this month. El­
der Bros. Alfred Bahler (Sis. Fran­
ces, Wolcott, IN), Aaron Steffen
(Sis. Loretta, Alto, MI) and Phil
Stettner (Sis. Maureen, Bluffton
North) came to help Elder Bro. Ed
Schwartz serve Communion to our
congregationonApril 13. Alsovisit­
ing this month were Bros. Jaye
Rinkenberger (Sis. Peggy,
Goodfield, IL), Dan Beer (Sis. Deb,
Milford, IN), Doyle Frauhiger (Sis.
Jane, Bluffton North) and Steve
Frauhiger (Sis. Irene, Bluffton
North).

We will miss Bro. Rich and Sis.
Amber Pfister as they have felt the
call ofthe Lord to become alternate
houseparents at GatewayWoods.
Our prayers are with them as they
make the move to Leo, IN.
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Finally, as we close, we would
like to congratulate the 31 high
school seniors from the country
church who will be graduating this
month. We pray that God will lead
them and that they will follow His
will for their lives.

"In all thy ways acknowledge
him, andhe shalldirect thypaths."

Proverbs 3:6

INDIANA,BLUFFTON
NORTH

AnnMeyer
Rhonda Maller

"The Lord thy God in the midst
of thee is mighty; he will save, he
will rejoice over thee with joy; he
will rest in his love, he willjoy over
thee with singing."

Zephaniah 3: 7

The Lord has again beenmighty
in the midst ofus. We were doubly
blessed this past month as the Lord
used twovisitingministers to teach
us and challenge us in our walk
with the Lord. We are thankful for
Elder Bro. Bruce Hohulin (Sis.
Charlene, Goodfield, IL) and Bro.
Scott Schaefer (Sis. Gigi, South
Bend, IN). May the Lord continue
to bless them and their families for
their service to our church.

Our prayers have been with Sis.
Marge Ringger and Sis. Gladys
Fiechter, who both spent time in
the hospital. We also uplift Bro.
Keith Honegger (Sis. Nancy) and
Sis. Dee Steffen, who both went
through surgery. May God's heal­
ing hand touch each of them. We
continue to pray for Bro. Bob
Troxel (Sis.MaryJo) andtheir fam­
ily. Weare so thankful thatwehave
a Godwho has promised, "And lo, I
am with you always... "

Bro. Brian Drayer (Bro. Jerry
and Sis. Lois) was joined in mar­
riage to Sis. Shannon Compton
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(Bro. Roger and Sis. Carol,
Bluffton, IN) on April 7. We rejoice
with them and are confident they
will continue to honor God in their
life together. Congratulations,
Bro. Brian and Sis. Shannon!

"Be careful for nothing; but in
everything by prayer and supplica­
tion with thanksgiving let your re­
quests be made known unto God.
And the peace of God, which
passeth all understanding, shall
keep your hearts and minds
through Christ Jesus."

Philippians 4:6-7

INDIANA, FRANCESVILLE
Jessica Murray

"I will meditate also of all thy
work, and talk of thy doings."

Psalm 77:12

Many ofus at Francesville found
ourselves asking the question, Do I
really know what the Bible says?
And do I know how to share with
others the truths of the Bible? We
were given the opportunity to listen
to two wonderful topical Bible stud­
ies this past month. Bro. Jeff
Neihouser (Sis. Sue, Francesville)
talked to us about "Preparing to
share" with manyhelpful things we
can do today to help share theWord
with others. Bro. Bob Pflederer
(Sis. Eleanor, Morton, IL) had a
wonderful outline and taught us
how to make the best out of our
"Personal Devotions". Our time
with the Lord has to be the number
one priority in order to grow and be
able to share with others. Thank
you, Brothers, for your loving
words andmay the Lord continue to
bless you.

"But God commendeth his love
toward us, in that, while we were
yet sinners, Christ died for us.
Much more then, being now justi-
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fled by his blood, we shall be saved
from wrath through him."

Romans 5:8-9

Bro. Dan Kilgus (Sis. Jenna,
Remington, IN) was here on Easter
Sunday and shared a great story of
Jesus and His resurrection.

What ajoy it was to host the Col­
legeWeekend. It was good to see the
church full ofyoungbelievers eager
to hear the Word. Bro. Edward
Sauder (Sis. Bonnie, Roanoke, IL)
filled us with great teachings of
God's Word on Sunday morning.
We would like to thank all who
helped in the planning of the week­
end and all the visiting ministers
and to all the college students who
participated. May the Lord work in
your lives to help build a strong fu­
ture.

We had the opportunity to par­
take in Holy Communion this past
month. Here to help share in part of
the evening was Elder Bro. Wayne
Banwart (Sis. Charlen, Cham­
paign, IL). Thank you, dear broth­
ers, and may we continue with a
renewed spirit.

Maywe take a few minutes to re­
member and pray for our brothers
and sisters who have been feeling a
little down due to their health. Sis.
Marian Gutwein had foot surgery
this past month and is recovering
nicely. Sis. Helen Eshleman (Bro.
Morris) is preparing for more sur­
gery in the future. Sis. Chrisann
Gutwein (Bro. Edison) is recover­
ing from knee surgery. Our love and
prayers are the best we can give
with a loving heart; the Lord cares
for His family.

Note of Thanks:
A special thank you to my dear

family, brothers, sisters and
friends who remembered me with
special thoughts and prayers, food,
tapes, and flowers and visits I re­
ceived while in the hospital and
since returning home. May God
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bless you one and all for your love
and concern.

Humbly,
Sis. Helen Eshleman

INDIANA
INDIANAPOLIS

Sue Levy
Sandy Lichtle

The church was blessed with the
LivingWord shared to us by our vis­
iting Bro. Bob Beebe (South Bend,
IN) and by Elder Bros. Steve
Gutwein (Francesville, IN) and
Wayne Banwart (Champaign, IL).
How rich a heritage to be able to
share with others of like faith from
our various churches.

Our hearts were drawn to the
One who gave up His life to redeem
us by our Sunday School Easter
Program on March 24. The stu­
dents' love for Jesus was evident as
they sangwithjoy in their hearts to
the Lord. We were glad to hear the
retelling of the old, old story of Je­
sus and His love. We even had a spe­
cial songwritten by those in the 5th
and 6th grade classes.

On Easter Sunday we followed
our tradition of an early morning
service followed by a delicious
breakfast and then our second ser­
vice.

Communion was served to the
members on Saturday evening,
April 13, by Elder Bros. Steve
Gutwein and Wayne Banwart. We
thank Jesus for providing the per­
fect sacrifice for our sins. We wor­
ship Him for His redeeming work
on the cross and for the shedding of
His blood in atonement for our sins.

A wedding shower was held for
Sis. Julie Huber and Bro. Aaron
Zeller. We rejoice with them and
look forward to the home they will
establish where Christ will be the
head.

We are thankful that spring has
arrived and like the birds, we have a
song ofjoy to sing to the Lord who is



24

our Provider. He gives us renewed
strength as we call upon Him in
prayer.

"Therefore, if any man be in
Christ, he is a new creature: old
things are passed away; behold, all
things are become new."

II Cor. 5:17

INDIANA, LACROSSE
Eric and Bobbi Ann Heinold

Thy will and Thy commandments
Be done of us on earth
That each may learn with patience
Their value and true worth.
Forever there in heaven
Thy mandates forward go;
May we with Thy grace given
Do likewise here below.

Zion's Harp #85 vs. 4

As our congregation prepared
for Communion, we were reminded
once again of the blessings that we
have because of the precious sacri­
fice that Christ made for us on the
cross. We thank Elder Bro. Charles
Sauder (Sis. Miriam, Tremont, IL)
for sharing Communion with us
and for reminding us of the events
ofthe Last Supper and Christ's cru­
cifixion.

We are thankful for the Lord's
guidance and direction in providing
for us a new ministering brother.
We pray that Bro. Chris Wuethrich
(Sis. Carla) and their family will
feel the support of the LaCrosse
congregation as he takes his place
on the pulpit.

We are thankful that Sis. Sandy
Heinold (Bro. Glen) is feeling much
better after a short illness and hos­
pital visit.
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INDIANA, LEO
Ethelyn Schlatter

Mother
Mother of mine, an angel of grace
Always so loving, such a beautiful

face,
Always so tender, always so kind,
An angel from heaven, this mother

of mine.
Mother of mine, look down from

above,
And guide and protect the ones

that you love,
Who watch'd them in childhood

with tender care,
And taught them to say their eve­

ning prayer.
Mother of mine, look down from

the sky,
On your children that admired

you,
Your beauty of soul will always re­

main
With us on this earth till we meet

again.
-Nona G. Croxford

OldMothers
I love old mothers - mothers

with white hair and kindly eyes,
and lips grown softly sweet with
murmured blessings over sleeping
babes. There is a something in their
quiet grace that speaks the calm of
Sabbath afternoons; A knowledge
in their deep, unflattering eyes that
far outreaches all philosophy.

Time, with caressing touch,
about them weaves the sil­
ver-threaded fairy shawl of age,
while all the echoes of forgotten
songs seem joined to lend a sweet­
ness to their speech.

Old mothers! As they pass with
slow-timed step their trembling
hands cling gently to youth's
strength.

Sweet mothers! As they pass,
one sees again old garden walks, old
roses and old loves.
-Charles S. Ross
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I love all mothers, grandmoth­
ers, young mothers, busy mothers,
committed mothers, and new
mothers.

Sis. Carrie Wiegand is a new
mother. She and Bro. Erik are
first-time parents to Savannah Joy,
born April 5. Her grandparents are
Bro. Ron and Sis. Barb Wiegand
and Bro. Mark and Sis.' Connie
Rocke, all from Goodfield, IL. Con­
gratulations to all.

Visiting ministers were Bros.
Brian Huber (Francesville, IN),
Tom Schambach (Elgin, IL), Greg
Stieglitz (Indianapolis, IN) and
James Ramseyer (Bay City, MI).
Their families accompanied them
as they all have family here. We are
grateful for faithful brothers who
preach the truth ofGod'sWord and
praise Him for His love to us.

On the evening ofMarch 28, El­
der Bro. Mark Bahr and Sis.
Beverly visited. Elder Bro. Mark
and Elder Bro. Lynn served Holy
Communion. What a blessing for
renewal in our commitment to the
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

We are rejoicing with Bro. Jason
Pence and Sis. Heidi Hackenjos
(Latty, OH) who have announced
their engagement of marriage. His
parents are John and Marty and
Sis. Heidi's parents are Bro. Myron
and Sis. Lorine from New Haven,
IN (Latty, OH).

Our prayers are with Sis.
Thelma Schlatter and Sis. Helen
Zimmer, who are both in frail
health and not able to attend
church services.

INDIANA, MILFORD
Stacey Feller
Paula Haab

Easter is such a special time
when we can "go out to Calvary hill
where Jesus died" and rejoice in His
resurrection and know He lives.
Our young people reminded us of
Christ's suffering for us during our
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Easter program on March 24. Then
on Easter morning, just like the
women ofold who went to the tomb
as it began to dawn, we gathered to­
gether at sunrise for an inspiring
time of singing praises and wor­
shipping our risen Lord.

"And the Lord God said, It is not
good that man should be alone: I
will make him an help meet for
him."

Genesis 2:18

We were so happy and thankful
to hear of two engagements.
Planning July weddings are Bro.
Neil Beer (Bro. Dan and Sis. Deb)
and Sis. Jessica Hodel (Bro. John
and Sis. Linda, Roanoke, IL) and
Bro. Troy Wuthrich (Bro. Stan and
Sis. Linda) and Sis. Briana Furrer
(Bro. Brian and Sis. Lorene, West
Lafayette, IN). May they also care­
fully and prayerfully plan their
marriages so that they will be to­
tally committed to one another, be
able to trust one another and have a
home where God will e'er abide fill­
ing their hearts with love and last­
ing joy.

It is good to have Bro. Don Haab
(Sis. Martha) assemble with us af­
ter undergoing major surgery. Sis.
Millie Beer (Bro. Phil) remains
weak but has been able to make her
way to the house of the Lord re­
cently. After being home and com­
ing to church a few weeks, Bro.
Harold Emch (Sis. Kathryn) is once
again being cared for at Carriage
Manor in Goshen. Rick Bowerman
(Bro. Bob and Sis. Sue) had an ap­
pendectomy on a Thursday night
and was in Bible class on Sunday.
Sis. Kate Price (Bro. Glenn) has
again needed foot surgery. We pray
that God will strengthen these
loved ones physically and spiritu­
ally as well as the rest ofus who so­
journ here below.

Elder Bro. Ed Schwartz
(Bluffton, IN) came to Milford on a

SILVER LINING

Wednesday evening for a topical Bi­
b le study. He brought many
thought - provoking statistics. We
surely want to live a separated life
and not be part of the majority. We
must stay focused on the One
above. Our Elder Bro. Ray Sinn and
his wife, Sis. Ann, were able to
spend another weekend in Milford
and show their love for us. Thanks
be to God for these brothers willing
to be used for our benefit.

"Honour thy father and thy
mother: that thy days may be long
upon the land which the Lord thy
God giveth thee."

Exodus 20:12

Our country sets aside a Sunday
in May to honor our mothers. How
much better ifwe show love and ap­
preciation for our mothers every
day. Thiswould be pleasing to God.

INDIANA, REMINGTON
Beth Virkler

Rochelle Ward

"Lo, children are an heritage of
the Lord: and the fruit of the womb
is his reward."

Psalm 127:3

Loren and Jenni Honegger are
happy to announce the birth of
their son, Cory Peter, who was born
on April 2. Cory was welcomed
home by 2-year-old Troy, who is
very excited to have a little brother!
Grandparents are Kirk and Jeanie
Johnson ofMoro, IL, and Bro. Lloyd
and Joyce Honegger (Forrest, IL).

We appreciated Communion on
the evening ofApril 6. It was such a
time of renewing as we remem­
bered the pain and anguish our
dear Saviour endured so that we
may have life. A special thank-you
to Elder Bros. Ron Schambach (Sis.
Nancy, Elgin, IL) andAlfred Bahler
(Sis. Frances, Wolcott, IN) for giv-
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ingofthemselves to share withus.
Our thoughts and prayers are

with Sis. HelenWaibel (Bro. Ralph)
as she is recovering from a recent
surgery. May the Lord continue to
renew her strength daily.

Our other visiting minister this
month was Bro. Ed Fritz (Sis. Sally,
Washington, IL). We thank Bro. Ed
for his service in the Lord.

Another special thank-you to
our own Sunday School teachers
and students for all the efforts put
into this year's Easter Program.
The Easter Storywas told in its pur­
est form, through the mouths of
children. May God bless each one of
you and may the message remain in
your hearts!

As at this time of year our
thoughts are turned towards our
mothers, I have to think ofhow Je­
sus' own mother must have felt to
see her son hanging on that cruel
cross. As mothers, weneverwantto
see our children in pain. HowMary
must have wanted to comfort Jesus
as He suffered there. The love of a
mother is a wonderful example of
God's love for us. Let's thank our
mothers today and let them know
how much we appreciate them.

INDIANA,VALPARAISO
Darel and Janet Walker
Our thoughts and prayers have

been with Bro. Mike Thomas (Sis.
Claudia) and his family as Bro.
Mike's mother passed away last
monthafteralongillness. MayGod
comfort them in their sorrow.

Our church celebrated our Sav­
iour's resurrection with a nice
Easter program and dinner on
March 24. We wish to thank Bro.
Todd Feller (Sis. Karen, LaCrosse,
IN) for being with us and bringing
us an Easter message. We enjoyed
the singing of a group from the
Bluffton Church choir. The pro­
gram reminded us of how much Je­
sus has done for each ofus by giving
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us the gift of salvation. Thanks to
all of those that were willing to
come and make it a special day.

We extend our appreciation to
Bro. Steve Frauhiger (Sis. Irene,
Bluffton North, IN) for bringingus
the Word of God and visiting our
church earlier this month. He re­
minded us of the importance of
faith with amessage from the book
of II Kings. Naaman, the com­
mander of the Syrian army, was a
leper. He was cured because of the
faith ofa servant girlcaptured in Is­
rael, who told him of a prophet,
Elisha, who could cure him.
Naaman'sjourney offaith required
him to humble himselfby going .to
Israel and washing in the muddy
JordanRiver seven times. It took a
great deal offaith for him to believe
thathecouldbecured inthisway.

INDIANA
WEST LAFAYETTE

Diane Houston
Nettie Haab

"Keep my commandments, and
live; and my law as the apple of
thine eye."

Proverbs 7:2

This is our wish for our college
students as many of them go their
separate ways during the summer.
We look forward to their return in
the fall.

We appreciate all our visiting
ministers who traveledmanymiles
to share God's Word with us. They
have been Bros. Dan Stoller (Sis.
Deb, Remington, IN), Ben Manz
(Sis. Carolyn, Junction, OH), Allen
Stoller (Sis. Susan, Bluffton, IN),
Dan Beer (Sis. Deb, Milford, IN),
Curt Rassi (Sis. Kathy, Tremont,
IL) and Greg Lehman (Sis. Mary
Beth, Wolcott, IN).

We rejoice with Sis. Brianna
Furrer and Bro. Troy Wuthrich of
Milford as their engagement was
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announced. May they always look
to God for guidance as they plan
their lives together. Their parents
are Bro. Brian and Sis. Lorene
Furrer, and Bro. Stan and Sis.
LindaWuthrich.

INDIANA, WOLCOTT
Erica Wagenbach

March 24 was the day for the
dedication of the newWorld Relief
building in Wolcott. We thank El­
der Bro. Curt Frank (LaCrosse, IN)
and Elder Bro. Steve Gutwein
(Francesville, IN) for their part in
the dedication service, assistingEl­
der Bro. Alfred Bahler and Bro.
Gene Lehman. May God bless each
one who had a part in helpingwith
the building.

Visiting ministers bringing us
God'sWordwere Bros. FredWitzig
(Indianapolis, IN) and Fredrick
Knapp (Congerville, IL).

"And as they did eat, Jesus took
bread, and blessed, and brake it,
and gave to them, and said, Take,
eat: this ismybody. Andhetookthe
cup, andwhenhe hadgiven thanks,
he gave it to them: and they all
drank of it. And he said unto them,
This is my blood of the new testa­
ment, which is shed for many."

Mark 14:22-24

Wewere privileged to partake of
Holy Communion on April 17. As­
sistingourElderBro. AlfredBahler
were Elder Bros. Ron Schambach
(Elgin, IL) and Dan Kilgus
(Remington, IN). May God bless
them for their labors of love.

IOWA, BURLINGTON
Lana Metzger
Brenda Schulz

This month we had six visiting
ministers. TheywereBros. Howard
Plattner (Alto, MI), Vernon
Wettstein (Congerville, IL), Wayne
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Leman (Roanoke, IL), Dale Frank
(Oakville, IA), and Elder Bros. Ted
Witzig (Morton, IL) and Bob
Walder (Congerville, IL). Bro. Ted
was here for our Communion. We
thank these brothers for their will­
ingness tobeused inGod's service.

We also heard of the engage­
ment of Bro. Landon Rowell (Bro.
John and Sis. Nelda) to Sis. Teresa
Beutel (Bro. Fred and Sis. Jean­
nette). They are both from Tre­
mont, IL.

Also, our Sis. Edra (Bob) Kuntz
lost her father, Bro. Les Gerst, last
month. We apologize for leaving
this out.Wetrust andpraythatGod
will continue to comfort them.

IOWA, ELGIN
Gloria Frieden
Heidi Butikofer

"For lo, the winter is past ... the
flowers appear on the earth; the
time of the singing of birds is
come... "

Song of Solomon 2:11-12

What ablessingto againwitness
this new life appearing on the
earth. It reminds us of the "new
life" that we can see in a soul who
turns their back on sin and Satan
and begins to walk in the ways of
the Lord.

Our congregation is looking for­
ward to hosting the World Relief
Committee meeting this coming
weekend. Hopefully manywill stay
and spend Sunday with us. May
God bless each committee member
for their labor of love.

We have four seniors who are
looking forward to graduation.
They are: Aaron Butikofer (Bro.
Lon and Sis. Sandy), Molly Hanson
(AlbertandTrudy), BrendaSchnei­
der (Bro. Charles and Sis. Sue), and
Sis. Abby Schupbach (Bro. John
and Sis. Janet). We wish them
God's blessings and direction as
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they make plans for their future.
AsMay is the month we remem­

ber our Mother's, I would like to
share this poem:

When You Thought
I Wasn't Looking
(written by a child)

Whenyou thought I wasn't look­
ing, I saw you hang my first paint­
ing on the refrigerator, and I
immediately wanted to paint an­
other one.

Whenyouthought I wasn't look­
ing, I sawyou feed a stray cat, and I
learned that it was good to be kind
to animals.

Whenyou thought I wasn't look­
ing, I saw you make my favorite
cake for me and I learned that the
little things can be the special
things in life.

Whenyou thought I wasn't look­
ing, I heard you say a prayer, and I
knew there is a God I could always
talkto andI learnedto trustinGod.

Whenyouthought I wasn't look­
ing, I sawyou give ofyour time and
moneytohelppeoplewhohadnoth­
ing and I learned that those who
have something should give to
those who don't.

Whenyou thought Iwasn't look­
ing, I felt you kiss me good night
and I felt loved and safe.

Whenyou thought I wasn't look­
ing, I sawyou take care ofourhouse
and everyone in it, and I learnedwe
have to take care of what we are
given.

Whenyouthought Iwasn't look­
ing, I sawhowyouhandledyour re­
sponsibilities evenwhenyou didn't
feel good, and I learned that Iwould
have to be responsible when I grow
up.

Whenyou thought I wasn't look­
ing, I sawtears come fromyour eyes
and I learned that sometimes
thingshurt, butit'sallrighttocry.

Whenyouthought I wasn't look­
ing, I saw that you cared, and I
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wanted tobecomeeverythingthat I
could be.

IOWA, GARDEN GROVE
Willa Clark

The tender yellow daffodils had
only been nodding on their slender
stems a few days when they were
blasted with a hot dry wind that
withered the blooms. I felt sad­
dened, because the daffodils in my
yard always cheer me and remind
me of the hope of eternal spring­
time. Just like the hot winds on a
tender blossom, angry and harsh
words can wilt the tender spirit of
those around us. Are we careful
enough with the words that come
from our mouths?

We have had many visitors this
month, includingministeringBros.
Kenny Knapp (Taylor, MO), Curt
Rassi (Tremont, IL) and Darrel
Stoller (Bern, KS). We thank each
of you, the ministering brothers,
for sharing the Word of hope and
life, and each one who shared fel­
lowship with us.

IOWA, IOWA CITY
Diana Butikofer

Weare thankful for the brothers
who visited us and shared God's
Word with us during the past
month. Elder Bro. Jon Schmidgall
and Bro. John Steiner (Oakville,
IA) sharedthe eveningonGoodFri­
day, and Bro. Kent Getz (Elgin, IA)
served us last Sunday.

IOWA, LESTER
Dawn Knobloch
Dawn Metzger

It is a special blessing to be able
to share in the Lord's Supper as
Brothers and Sisters of Christ. El­
der Bro. Art Nohl was with us for
our Communion service on March
23. We thankhim and his wife, Sis.
Sandra, for making the effort to
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help in this work.
Those in our congregation who

have been hospitalized this month
were Sis. Martha (E.A.) Feucht,
Bro. Ezra (Sis. Marie) Knobloch
(surgical), and Bro. Andy (Sis.
Freida) Mogler (surgical). We are
glad to have them all assembling
with us again.

The morning of March 26
brought great sadness as we heard
that our dear Sis. Marlys (Metzger)
Doorneweerd had passed into eter­
nityat the age of43. Sis. Marlys dis­
played tremendous courage and
faith to all who met and knew her
during her illness. Marlys' family
includes her husband, Bro. Butch;
children, Sis. Sherri, Curtis, Sis.
Betsy and Cody; parents, Bro.
Elmer and Sis. Mariann Metzger;
five brothers and their wives, Bro.
Jim and Sis. Lois, Bro. Ray and
Kathy, Don and Pat, Bro. Gary and
Sis. Beth, and Arlyn and Nancy
Metzger. Bro. Rod Bajema, Elder
Bro. Jon Schmidgall (Oakville, IA)
and Bro. Roger Aberle (Sabetha,
KS) comforted the family and
friends through scriptural hope
given by the inspiration ofGod.

Our Good Friday message was
given by Bro. Virg Metzger (Chi­
cago, IL). That afternoon we again
felt the pain of sorrow as Lydia
Moser was called home reaching
the age of 81 years. She is survived
by her four sons, David, Dan, Sam
and Scott; her daughter, Sis. Sheila
(Sabetha, KS); along with four
brothers, Dietrich, Bro. Wilbert
andAdolph Knobloch; four sisters,
Sis. Emma and Sis. Paulina
Knobloch, Wilma Hoogeveen, and
Sis. Violet Luthi. Bros. Randy
Mogler (Washington, IL) and
Leland Plattner (Zapata, TX) con­
ducted her funeral service.

On March 27, Bro. Nathan
Mogler (West Bend, IA) passed
away. He was a brother to Bro.
Andy (Sis. Freida) Mogler of our
congregation. We extend our sym-
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pathy to their family.

Jesus knows thy sorrow,
Knows thine every care,
Knows thy deep contrition,
Hears thy feeblest prayers;
Do not fear to trust Him,
Tell Him all thy grief;
Cast on Him thy burden,
He will bring relief.

Hymns ofZion #74

We have two newlywed couples
this past month. Lonn and Jammie
Kellenberger took their vows on
April 6. Bro. Verlyn and Sis. Linda
Kellenberger are Lonn's parents.
Mark Leuthold (Bro. Bob and Sis.
Cindy) and Lee Howard werejoined
in marriage on April 13. We wish
them much happiness in their life
together.

April 14 was the day we heard
the engagement of Sis. Cari
Leuthold (Bro. Chuck and Sis.
Vicki) to Bro. Kevin Knapp (Bro.
Denny and Sis. Gay, Congerville,
IL). We look forward to sharing in
their special day. Cathy Meyer
(Bro. George) and Dan Aschliman
are planning a wedding as well.

Kailey Joy Rozeboom was born
to Jared and Amanda on April 15.
She is welcomed home by her sister,
Kourtney. Grandparents are Leroy
and Shelley Van Whye. Sis. Janet
Wysong is Kailey's great- grand­
mother. We rejoice with their fam­
ily upon her safe arrival!

IOWA, OAKVILLE
Melody Steiner

DebraWagenbach
We rejoice with our new·

brother-in-faith. Rob Steiner (Bro.
Tom and Sis. JoAnn) recently gave
his testimony of faith and was bap­
tized. We are so thankful that the
Lord is still reaching out His arms
ofmercy to those who are lost in sin.
Elder Bro. Joe Stoller (Princeville,
IL) assisted our Elder Bro. Jon. We
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were also blessed to have Bro. Paul
Eisenmann (Burlington, IA) with
us for the weekend. May God bless
Bro.Joe and Bro. Paul for theirwill­
ing service in His name.

Bro. Mark and Sis. Sally
Schmidgall became first-time par­
ents to Nolan Albert, who was born
on March 9. First-time grandpar­
ents are Elder Bro. Jon and Sis.
Julie Schmidgall. Nolan's mater­
nal grandparents are Bro. Gary and
Sis. Jean Heyer (Lester, IA). We
wish God's richest blessings and
wisdom to Bro. Mark and Sis. Sally
as they nurture their precious little
responsibility sent to them from
God.

Our sympathy and prayers are
sent to Sis. Hilda Gerst and Sis.
VernaRocke, whose sister, Sis. Inez
Steiner, has recently passed away
in Illinois.

We are grateful that Elder Bro.
Wayne Fehr (West Bend, IA) was
able to spend a weekend with us as
we partook of Holy Communion.
We are so thankful that the Lord
hears even our most feeble prayers,
andmaywe endeavor in this year to
serve Him more diligently and
faithfully.

We were happy to have some of
our brethren from Princeville wor­
ship with us in the past month dur­
ing their re-carpeting project.
Among themwas Bro. Glen Braker.
May God bless Bro. Glen, Sis. Aud­
rey, and their precious family.

IOWA, PULASKI
Katrina Knobloch

Ring the bells of heaven, there is
joy today,

For a soul returning from the wild;
See the Father meets him out

upon the way,
Welcoming His weary, wand'ring

child.
Glory! glory! how the angels sing;
Glory! glory! how the loud harps
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ring;
'Tis the ransomed army, like a

mighty sea,
Pealing forth the anthem of the

free.
Gospel Hymns #622

We are thankful that Robert
Wuthrichhas turned his backto the
world and is seeking the Lord in re­
pentance.

Bro. Glen Braker (Sis. Audrey,
Princeville, IL) shared the Word of
Life with us this month. We thank
him for bringing his family to wor­
ship with us.

Our prayers are with Sis.
Karoline Wuthrich (Bro. Russell)
as she has been hospitalized. We
are hoping she has a speedy recov­
ery and look forward to her assem­
bling with us once again.

IOWA, WEST BEND
Berniece Banwart
Lori Skoglund

"So when this corruptible shall
have put on incorruption, and this
mortal shall have put on immortal­
ity, then shall be brought to pass
the saying that is written, Death is
swallowed up in victory."

I Corinthians 15:54

This past month two of our el­
derly brothers have gone to their fi­
nal resting places. What a comfort
it is to their dear families that both
had turned to the Lord many years
ago. Bro.NathanMogler was called
from this life on March 27 after a
long struggle with failing health.
His wife, Sis. Lilly, preceded him in
death in 1991. Surviving are his
children, Eric (Dian), Bro. Tim, Sis.
Janet (Elgin, IL), Sis. Jackie, and
Melanie Bormann (Ralph), along
with nine grandchildren and a
brother, Bro. Andy Mogler (Lester,
IA). Bro. Randy Mogler (Sis. Evie,
Washington, IL) assisted in the fu-
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neral services.
April 10 was the final day in the

lifeofBro. Lyle Rick (Sis. Irene). He
had also endured a long bout offail­
ing health, and Sis. Irene is thank­
ful he could go to his reward. He
leaves behind a stepson, Jim Neigh­
bors (Sharon) of Ruthven, IA, two
grandchildren, one great- grand­
child, a sister, Evelyn Carroll ofMa­
son City, IA, and a brother, Lewis
Rick, also of Mason City. May we
continue to offer prayerful support
for those in sorrow, and may we
visit the fatherless and widows, as
prescribed in James 1:27.

We also extend our sympathy to
Adolph Knoblock (Jean) in the
death of his sister, Lydia Moser
(Lester, IA).

Marlene Banwart (Richard) was
a hospital patient for surgery and is
now recovering at home.

We were blessed with many visi­
tors from various congregations,
and we enjoyed the many children
who came with them. Among the
visitors on April 13 were Bro. Floyd
Frieden (Sis. Jan, Elgin, IA) and
Bro. Gerald Wagenbach (Sis.
Bonnie, Oakville, IA). May they be
blessed for their labors in bringing
forth the true Word of Life.

May all who are mothers strive
to be worthy of the following trib­
ute:

Thank You
For all the weary steps you took

for me
When I was much too young to un­

derstand,
For midnight vigils and for sympa­

thy,
For the cool touch of your remem­

bered hand,

For your low voice that echoes
down the year,

For patience and unshaken bound­
less trust,

For happy laughter and for healing
tears,
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For swift decisions that were al­
ways just,

For memories of days spent by
your side,

For hours of harmony achieved
through you,

For little rooms your presence
sanctified,

For high ideals and childish
dreams come true,

For health of body and for
strength to press

Forever forward on life's painful
way,

For all my heritage of happiness,
I thank you, Mother dear, on

Mother's Day.

JAPAN, TOKYO
Jana Klaus

Greetings of love once again
from Tokyo. As the new
school/work year begins here, so
does the tearing down and recon­
struction of our church addition. It
was with a bit of a strange feeling
that we assembled on the Sunday
after Easter with only the former
church sanctuary and fellowship
area still standing (which will re­
main as is and we will continue to
worship and have a simple lunch
there until the new building is com­
plete). I did not find out the exact
number of years, but I believe it is
around 28, that the Inoue's lived in
the connecting house and before
them Bro. Willis and Sis. Lois Ehnle
and John and Betty Klaus (Bro. An­
drew's parents) had lived there. So,
many memories were made there
and changes such as this do take
some adjusting time. We are thank­
ful the Inoue' s aremoved in to their
new home and we trust that they
feel the Lord's leading and peace.
We are also very thankful to a
friend, Yumi Takeda, for allowing
us to rent a room at her culture
school nearby for Sunday School.
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The Lord continues to faithfully
provide for our needs as He prom­
ises to those who ask and trust in
Him.

We are very grateful that we can
rest assuredly in one thing that will
not change, and that was brought
again to our attention on Easter
Sunday, March 31. That being, our
Lord is risen, to die no more!! What
peace and joy those who accept His
free, sacrificial gift of eternal life
with Him, can experience! May we
continue to pray and plead with the
Lord to open the understanding of
many more souls to His saving
power. Many from the congrega­
tion, along with the Sunday School
children, participated in the pro­
gram telling of our risen Lord, and
we believe hearts were touched
once again by the deeply meaning­
ful story, believers and unbelievers
alike. We are again thankful to Sis.
Marie for her continuous workwith
the Japanese children, teaching
them English through the week,
and encouraging them to attend
Sunday School. It is very precious
to see them say their parts, more
lengthy in Japanese, and then to do
their best with a short English
piece. Oh, that those words, in both
languages, would take root in their
hearts! May the Lord continue to
give grace to each of the Sunday
School teachers here who teach, as
we have 5 sisters who take turns
each week on a rotation basis.

We held our annual business
meeting on Sunday, April 14, with
most "job positions" remaining the
same. However, we cannot help but
notice that the number of able
brothers to fill in for responsibili­
ties has greatly decreased, so please
join us in prayer that the Lord
would raise up faithful men in our
little church.

I mentioned last month, Sis.
Unishino's grandson was sched­
uled for the second time to have his
cleft pallet surgery, but could not
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again because of high white blood
cell count. It is a bit discouraging to
her, so please hold her and her fam­
ily up in prayer as additionally, her
husband is still suffering pain in his
left arm since his heart surgery that
turned out unsuccessful. We do
hope and pray for brighter days for
her in the future. She still keeps her
trust in the livingLord, though, and
we know this is helping her
through.

Elder Bro. Akito attended a one
year memorial service at the grave
of our elderly Sis. Horiuchi-san on
the morning of Easter Sunday
where he said he could read from
the Word and pray, and then her
children and grandchildren once
again gathered and sang hymns.
We were all very thankful that they
still respected their mother's
Christian belief and we continue to
pray for her large family that her
faith would be passed on.

KANSAS, BERN
Lori Baumgartner

Sally Strahm

"I say unto you, that likewisejoy
shall be in heaven over one sinner
that repenteth ... "

Luke 15:7

We are rejoicing that another
soul, Ariana Esslinger, has an­
swered the call of God. May God
give her grace as she starts to build
a solid foundation. Ariana's par­
ents are Bro. Dennis and Sis. Gerty
Esslinger.

"Train up a child in the way he
should go: and when he is old he will
not depart from it."

Proverbs 22:6

Bro. Alan and Sis. ColleenMeyer
are thankful Olivia Ilene arrived
safely on March 18. Big brothers to
welcome Olivia home are
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Benjamin, Grant and Matthew.
Grandparents are Bro. Jim and Sis.
Jeanne Meyer and Bro. Roger and
Sis. Ilene Hartter (Sabetha, KS).

The Bern congregation joined
the Sabetha congregation for Good
Friday services.

We are always thankful to have
visiting ministers with us. Bro.
Roger Aberle (Sis. Lavonne,
Sabetha) shared the resurrection
story with us on Easter Sunday.

Our prayers have been with Eric
Meyer (Bro. Jim and Sis. Kristen)
who has spent time in the hospital.

"Take, eat: this is my body,
which is broken for you: this do in
remembrance of me."

I Cor. 11:24

We had a very solemn and
blessed evening as we partook of
HolyCommuniononApril 13. Holy
Communion is a time of remem­
brance of the deep suffering our
Saviour endured for each one ofus.
May we always remember the great
price our Saviour paid for us. Elder
Bro. Art Metz (Sis. Betty, Silverton,
OR) and Elder Bro. Gerry Hertzel
(Sis. Ellen, Sabetha, KS) helped
with this work.

March 23-24 was a blessedweek­
end as we hosted "invite-a-couple".
May we thank the Lord for the free­
doms we have that we can spend
weekends like these with those of
like mind and faith and be encour­
aged in our spiritual walk of life.

The Junior and Senior Bible
class was invited to Sabetha April
6-7 for a Sunday School gathering.
We pray that as the seed is sown
within these tender hearts that
someday it can bring forth much
good fruit.

With Mother's Day being this
month, may we give thanks to God
for the example our God-fearing
mothers are.

We wish to congratulate our
high school and college graduates.
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May they seek God's direction as
they pursue an education or occu­
pation. The high school graduates
are Bethany Strahm (Bro. Wilfred
and Sis. Verona), Brandon
Edelman (Bro. Earl and Sis.
Donna) and Emily Strahm (Bro.
Curt and Sis. Ellen). The college
graduates are Rebekah Rokey (Bro.
Galen and Sis. Nancy) and Bro.
Scott Bahr (Bro. Phil and Sis.
Dawn) of Detroit, MI. This poem
was given to me by a dear older sis­
ter who thought it was fitting for
graduates.

HAVECOURAGEMYBOYTO
SAY NO!

You're starting today on life's jour­
ney,

Alone on the Highway of Life.
You'll meet with a thousand temp-

tations,
Each city with evil is rife.
The world in a state of excitement,
There's danger wherever you go;
But if you are tempted in weak-

ness,
HAVE COURAGE, MY BOY, TO

SAY NO.
The siren's sweet smile may allure

you,
Beware of her cunning and art;
Whenever you see her approach-

ing,
Be guarded and haste to depart.
The inns and saloons are inviting,
Decked out in their tinsel and

show,
Should you be invited to enter,
HAVE COURAGE, MY BOY, TO

SAY NO.
Be careful in choosing companions,
Seek only the brave and the true;
And stand by your friends when in

trial,
Ne'er changing the old for the

new.
And when by false friends you are

tempted
The taste of the wine cup to know,
With firmness, with patience, and
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kindness,
HAVE COURAGE, MYBOY, TO

SAY NO.
The bright sparkling wine may be

offered;
No matter how tempting it be,
From poison that stings like an ad-

der
My boy, have the courage to flee.
The gambling halls are before you,
Their lights, how they dance to

and fro;
You may be invited to enter,
DO HAVE COURAGE, MY BOY,

TO SAY NO.
In courage of faith lies your safety,
When you your longjourney begin;
And trust in your Heavenly Father
Will keep you unspotted from sin.
Temptations will go on increasing
As rivers from rivulets flow;
But ifyou are true to your Saviour,

YOU'LL HAVE COURAGE, MY
BOY, TO SAY NO.
-Anon.

KANSAS, FORT SCOTT
Ruth Bahr

Elder Bro. Wesley Knapp (Sis.
Mildred, Goodfield, IL) waswithus
on March 23. May the Lord bless
theministerswho came thismonth
and gave of themselves on our be­
half.

We extend our sympathy to Sis.
Wanita Sinn (Bro. Wayne) on the
death of her mother, Lucy Davis.
She passed away on March 19.

Elder Bro. Kent Heimer (Sis.
Jan, Taylor, MO) brought the
Easter Sunday sermon. A group
from Taylor and Lamar, MO, ac­
companied them.

A first child was,born to Daniel
and Taira Williams. Maternal
grandparents are Bro. Lon and Sis.
Debbie Banwart. Paternal grand­
parents are Ron and JaneWilliams
andBearandLindaHall. Also, Bro.
Lon and Sis. Debbie's son, Timothy
Banwart, is ahighschool graduate.
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Fellowship flowed duringour in­
vite-a-friend weekend April 12-13.
Bro. Greg Rassi (Sis. Carla, Chi­
cago, IL) served on the pulpit.
Other visitors came from Lamar
and Kansas City, MO, Wichita, KS,
and Lester, IA.

KANSAS, KIOWA
Jenny Stewart

Laura Wagenbach
We were thankful to Elder Bro.

JohnLehman (Bern, KS) andElder
Bro. Gerry Hertzel (Sabetha, KS)
forhelpingus partake ofHolyCom­
munion this month. May the Lord
bless them for their effort for our
congregation.

Our dear Sis. Matilda
Schupbach went to be with the
Lord. Our sympathy is extended to
her family.

Our hospital patient this month
is Sis. Alice Tanner. We pray God
will grant her the strength to re­
turn home. Our thoughts and
prayers arewithherandherfamily.
Bro. Kelly Stewart had an outpa­
tient surgery this month. Every­
thing seems tobegoingwell forhim
at this time.

We are joyful that Tifani Bahr
has answered God's call to repen­
tance. We pray that God's grace
and understanding will be granted
to her. Her parents are Bro. Jeff
and Sis. Janice Bahr.

KANSAS
LAMONT-GRIDLEY
Sarah Somerhalder

Saturday evening, April 20, our
congregation assembled together
to partake ofHolyCommunion and
remember our dear Lord's death
and suffering. We appreciated the
labors of Elder Bro. Don Braker
(Kansas City, MO), who assisted
our Elder Bro. Jay. We were also
blessed on Sunday as Bro. Donpro­
claimed God's Word to us.
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Friday, April 5, was the funeral
of Paul Wernli. Our prayers and
sympathy are extended to his par­
ents, Bro. Roy and Betty Wernli,
and his brothers, sisters and their
families. Even though Paul will
certainlybemissed, we are glad the
Lord relieved Paul of his suffering
and took him Home. Paul, a very
special-needs individual, touched
the lives of all who knew him.

Congratulations to Bro. Eldon
and Sis. Dorene Metzger as they
have a new grandson. Harrison
Charles was born April 13 to
first-time parents, Bro. Cory and
Sis. Jodi Metzger (Wichita, KS).
Maternal grandparents are Or­
dained Deacon Bro. Max and Sis.
Judy Reimschisel (Wichita, KS).

KANSAS, SABETHA
Jeanelle Plattner
Mary KayWenger

On Good Friday, our neighbor­
ing Bern congregation assembled
withus. Wewere againremindedof
our precious Saviour's death and
dyingon the cross. We thankElder
Bro. John Lehman (Bern, KS) for
bringing forth the message. May
we daily thank our Lord for the
great price that was paid on Cal­
vary.

Bro. Roger and Sis. Eileen
Hartter welcome another grand­
daughter, 0liviaEileenMeyer, into
their family circle. Olivia's parents
are Bro. Alan and Sis. Colleen
Meyer (Bern, KS). We're happy to
have another baby added to our
congregation also. Collin Lee was
born April 3 to Bro. Kent and Sis.
Molly Grimm. Collin's brothers,
Micah and Kyle, also welcome him
home. His grandparents are Bro.
Rod and Sis. Arlene Grimm and
Bro. Doug and Sis. Joyce Wulf
(Morris, MN).

We extend our sympathy to Sis.
Sheila Moser in the recent passing
ofhermother, LydiaMoser (Lester,



32

IA). How thankful we should be
when we look forward to our heav­
enly home and its many glad re­
unions.

On April 6-7 we were privileged
to have the Bible Class students
from Lester, IA, and Bern, KS, in
our midst. We thank the teachers,
parents, and students for their
many efforts to make this a blessed
weekend. The hours of planning
and preparing are truly worth the
effort when we remind ourselves
that these young souls are our fu­
turechurch. ElderBro. DonBraker
(Kansas City, MO) gathered with
the students to discuss the doctrine
of eternal security. Also, a special
thank-you toministeringBro. Tom
Leman (Denver, CO) and Elder
Bro. Art Metz (Silverton, OR) for
sharing the Word with us this
month.

Our thoughts and prayers have
been with those who have had sur­
gery this month. They were Sis.
Sharon Strahm (Bro. Carl), Micah
Hartter (Bro. Tim and Sis.
Charleen), and Andrew Hartter
(Bro. James and Sis. Sandy). May
they all feel God's nearness as they
recover.

April 13 was a special day for Ra­
chel Krogmann and Jason Gibson
as theywerejoined together inmat­
rimony. Wewish themGod's bless­
ings as they begin life together as
husband and wife. Parents of the
couple are Frank and Sis. Julie
KrogmannandHowardandGinger
Gibson (Tribune, KS).

Our congregationhas discontin­
ued our Wednesday evening ser­
vices for the season, and our
Sunday evening song services have
resumed.

KANSAS STATE
UNIVERSITY
TamraKaeb

As we prepare ourselves for an­
other round offinal exams and pro-
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ject duedates, we lookbackoverthe
past school year and thank God for
the very blessed one we had. We
have had seven converts among us
this school year, andjust this week
another soul sought the Lord in re­
pentance. Anna Esslinger (Bro.
Dennis and Sis. Gerty, Bern, KS)
surrendered her will to the Fa­
ther's, and wewish her much grace
to begin her life anew in Christ. We
willingly give God all the glory and
credit for how He has multiplied
our young group here on campus.

Last weekend, April 13-14, we
were blessed to witness the testi­
mony and baptism of Bro. Luke
Knapp (Bro. Ralph and Sis. Linda,
Taylor,MO). Bro.KimSutter(Tay­
lor, MO) finished up the morning
service by namingfour thingswe as
believers can make a part of our
daily lifestyles to ensure that we
never fail in our walk with God:
read the scriptures daily, and per­
haps more than once a day; pray
without ceasing; attend Sunday
church andmidweek services faith­
fully; and spendwhatever free time
we have with God's people.

We wish Bro. Scott Bahr (Bro.
Phil and Sis. Dawn, Detroit, MI)
God's blessings as he concludes his
school career and returns to De­
troit, MI. Rebekah Rokey (Bro.
Galen and Sis. Nancy, Bern, KS)
and Bro. Brandon Plattner (Bro.
Don and Sis. Ada, Sabetha, KS) are
also graduating in May. Bro. Kyle
and Sis. Carrie Beyer (Bro. Martin
and Sis. KarenBeyer andBro. John
and Sis. Cornelia Aberle, all of
Sabetha, KS) will also be leavingus
this spring as Bro. Kyle is finishing
up his last semester. We're sad to
see the familiar faces leave us, but
we look forward to all the new ones
that'll be coming to K-State in the
fall.

Once again we want to express
our sincere thanks to the minister­
ing brothers who shared God's
Word with us on Wednesday eve-

May 2002

nings. These brothers were Elder
Bros. John Leman (Bern, KS), Jay
Luthi (Lamont-Gridley, KS), Don
Braker (Kansas City, MO), and
Bros. Ben Wysong (Sabetha, KS),
Jim Kaeb (Bern, KS), and Galen
Rokey (Bern, KS). Bros. Roger
Aberle and Ben Wysong (both of
Sabetha) also shared topical Bible
studies with us on "what we are to
be for Christ" and "beingaprisoner
for Christ", respectively. Bro.
Howard Plattner (Alto, MI) is plan­
ning to be here for this semester's
topical Bible study on Friday, April
26. The springpicnic is onMay 1 at
6:30pm.

KANSAS, WICHITA
Emma Miller

Harrison Charles Metzger was
bornApril 13. He is the first child of
Bro. Cory and Sis. Jodi and the sev­
enthprecious littleboytobeborn to
parents in our circle of fellowship.
His grandparents are Bro. Max and
Sis. Judy Reimschisel and Bro.
Eldon and Sis. Dorene Metzger
(Lamont-Gridley, KS).

Sis. Sally Funk and her daugh­
ters are hostingamother-daughter
round up onMay 4. We are looking
forward to this opportunity to
strengthen our fellowship with our
daughters and each other. How for­
tunatewe are to have had believing
mothers who encouraged our
Christian walk! They followed the
examples of Hannah and Naomi
rather than that of Herodias who
instructed her daughter to ask for
the head ofJohn the Baptist. To be­
come aworthywoman as described
in Proverbs 31 should be the goal
for each of us.

The first weekend in April, Bro.
Joe Koch and his family from
Rockville, CT, stopped inWichitato
worship with us before going on to
their business destination. We wel­
come and encourage more ofyou to
fellowshipwithus inWichitawhen-
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ever you are doingbusiness or vaca­
tioning in the surrounding area.

Bro. Godfrey Miller was hospi­
talized for treatment and minor
surgery the first part ofApril. He is
back at Beverly Health Care. Our
church family supported us with
prayers and concern and I am ever
grateful for their loving support.

KENTUCKY, LEXINGTON
Glenda Neukomm

Sis. Elaine Baltic (Bro. Dan and
Sis. Betty) and Bro. Tom Hill (Bro.
Chip and Sis. Sieda, Mansfield, OH)
were united in marriage on March
24. Wewish them the Lord's richest
blessings as they begin their life to­
gether and will be making
Mansfield their home church.

Congratulations to Bro. Dan and
Sis. Betty Baltic on the birth of
grandson, Nathan Roy Luginbuhl
(Bro. Ted and Sis. Stephanie,
Rittman, OH). May the Lord's
blessings be with their family.

Those who will be graduating
from High School are: Sis. Andrea
N eukomm (Bro. Jan and Sis.
Glenda), Emil Baltic (Bro. Dan and
Sis. Betty), Justin Huber (Ben and
June), Josh Huber (Mike and Su­
san), and Marcus Huber (Maurice
and Monica). As this chapter of
their lives comes to a close and High
School becomes a memory, may the
Lord continue to guide and direct
their pathway. We wish them God's
blessings at this special time and in
the future.

AsMother's Daywill be here this
month, it's a special time to recog­
nize ourMothers, who are very dear
to us:

I love you, Mother, for your quiet
grace,

For that dear smile upon your
kindly face,

For marks of toil upon each loving
hand

That worked for me ere I could un-
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derstand.
-Simpson

"No man is poor who has a Godly
Mother."
-Abraham Lincoln

We appreciate so much our visit­
ing ministers, Bros. Sam Schlatter
(Sis. Linda, Junction, OH), Walt
Steffen (Sis. Dorothy, Milford, IN)
and Keith Beyer (Sis. Alisa, Detroit,
Ml) who brought us the Word this
past month. May the Lord's rich
blessings be near them.

We always appreciate visitors
and extend a welcome to anyone.
Please contact Bro. Lester Huber
(859) 745-2541 or Bro. Jan
Neukomm (859) 273-8574.

MEXICO, IXTLAN
Gloria Gonzalez

"The Lord will perfect that
which concerneth me: thy mercy, 0
Lord, endureth for ever: forsake
not theworks ofthine own hands."

Psalm 138:8

On March 12, Bro. Jose Roque
and his family left for the state of
Sonora. They went to share God's
Word with children who need to
know about God's love andmercy at
the orphanage, Casa de Elizabeth.

We thank ministering Bro. Ron
Bollier (Indianapolis, IN) for shar­
ing the Gospel ofJesus Christ with
us. Bro. Ron and his family spent a
week here in lxtlan and we thank
them for their love and support.

Sis. Rosa Cabrera has felt called
by God to return to Casa de Eliza­
beth on April 9. We pray for Sis.
Rosa and Sis. Pauli Angelito as they
fill the role ofmother/sister to these
children who have never experi­
enced a true family and true love.
While we miss the Roque family,
Sis. Pauli and Sis. Rosa, we are
thankful that they are willing to fol-
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low God's leading and are confident
that the Lord will provide for each
of their needs.

"And we know that all things
work together for good to them that
love God, to them who are the called
according to his purpose."

Romans 8:28

Meet Sis. Silvia Cabrera:
My name is Silvia Cabrera. I am

16 years old and I live with my par­
ents and five siblings.

I began coming to church when I
was ten years old, but it was only to
have fun with the others in the
Young Group. When I was 11 years
old I began to rebel against God and
stopped comingto church. Through
the encouragement of several
brothers and sisters I returned to
church when I was 12 years old. I
was still very rebellious. I fought a
lot and usually I did not have peace
with others. Satan also gave me a
desire to listen to music that was
not edifying.

When I started attending
church, I could not understand
God's Word, but daily I asked God
for grace and He helped me under­
stand. My mom always encouraged
me to be at peace with God, because
she had experienced this peace in
her heart. In time, I was convicted
and finally found peace in my own
heart.

Sometimes I have temptations,
but the Lord with his mercy and
power helps me to continue walk­
ing in His way. With a humble and
repentant heart I came to Jesus
Christ. He is my best friend. I am
thankful to God because He forgave
my sins. I was baptized on February
25, 2001. Now my desire is that all
of humanity will come to know
about the Lord's mercy and love.
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MICHIGAN, ALTO
Rose Watson
Terri Huber

It is excitingto report severalen­
gagements in the past couple of
months. We congratulate Jared
Schutte (the late Sis. Brenda) and
his bride-to-be, Nellie DeWitt. Sara
Barry (Tom and Carolyn) has an­
nounced her engagement to Na­
than Galusha (Mr. and Mrs. Tim
Galusha). We are also happy to re­
port the engagement announce­
ment of Sis. Sarah Gerst (Bro.
Wally and Sis. Donna) to Bro.
Justin Ooms from Detroit, MI.
Justin's parents are Linda and Val
Janschutz from Houston, TX, and
Robert and Diane Ooms from San
Francisco, CA. We pray for God's
blessings and guidance as these
young couples look forward to be­
ginning their lives together.

Little Brooke Steffen (Dave and
Tanya) is recovering from outpa­
tient surgery. Allen Huber (Bro.
Ryan and Sis. Terri) is home after a
brief stay in the hospital resulting
from an accident.

A family work night was orga­
nizedbyourWorld Reliefrepresen­
tatives. The evening was
productively spent knotting quilts,
designing woodworking projects
and filling neonatal and health kit
bags as well as preparing craft kits
for a local children's hospital.

Most of our snowbirds have re­
turned from their winter resi­
dences. It is good to have them
home!

MICHIGAN, BAY CITY
Sarah Knochel

Janelle Ramseyer
Greetings to our loved ones both

nearandfar. We are glad to see that
spring has started arriving in
mid-Michigan and that once again
the Lord has blessed us with His
grace and mercy.

The Bay City congregation re-

SILVER LINING

centlysought the Lord'swillanddi­
rection to place a new minister in
His service. The charge fell to Bro.
John (Sis. Peggy) Jackson.Weoffer
Bro. John our love, prayers and
support in his new position. We
know that God is faithful and will
lead and direct Bro. John by the
Holy Spirit as he speaks from the
pulpit. We would like to thank El­
der Bros. Aaron Steffen (Alto, MI),
Mark Bahr (Detroit, MI) andAndy
Stoller (Smithville, OH) for their
support and guidance through this
process.

With Bro. John starting in the
ministry, an opening was left as
Sunday School Superintendent.
That responsibility has fallen to
Bro. Dan (Sis. Jane) Kaiser. We of­
fer Bro. Dan our prayers and sup­
port.

"Train up a child in the way he
should go: and when he is old, he
will not depart from it."

Proverbs 22:6

This past month, two sisters
have spent some time in the hospi­
tal. They are Sis. Hermine (Bro.
Alf) Kaeb and Sis. Lois (Bro. Jerry)
Wieland. We are thankful for the
Lord's healing mercies and that
both these dear sisters have been
able to be back at church.

Out onto Calvry's hill,
Where Jesus died I'll go,
To hear the words He speaks,
To see Him in His woe.
Zion's Harp #89

OnSaturday,April6, we remem­
bered the Lord's suffering on the
cross aswe gathered forHoly Com­
munion. Wewere thankful that the
LordopenedthewayforElderBros.
Aaron Steffen (Alto, Ml) and Bill
Schlatter (Junction, OH) tobewith
us for the weekend.

Werejoice withBro. Bill and Sis.
Carol Waibel in the birth of their
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grandson, MaxAlan Laukhuf. Max
joins the family of Bro. Mick, Sis.
Lisa and brother, Clark Laukhuf
(Latty, OH). Paternal grandpar­
ents are Bro. Duane and Sis.
Wanita Laukhuf.

We pray that God's blessings
will be with you during the coming
month.

MICHIGAN, DETROIT
Sarah Beard
Holly Barton

We thank Bro. Bill Waibel (Bay
City, MI) for ministering to us at
Woodhaven this month. Also a
thank-you to Bro. Neil Ramsier
(Bay City, Ml) for serving us on a
Wednesday evening.

Ourannual Easter Programwas
heldMarch 24. It was a blessing to
hear the children tell the Easter
storythroughScripture, poem, and
song.

Elder Bro. Dennis Warner
(Lester, IA) helped our Elder Bro.
Mark Bahr serve Communion on
April 13. We thank him for being
with us at this special service and
for the weekend ofworship and fel­
lowship. May we all be renewed in
our love for and our dedication to
our Lord and Saviour.

We rejoice with Bro. Leonard
and Sis. Audrey Hitz as they have
recently celebrated their 50th wed­
ding anniversary. May God bless
them in the years to come.

Note of Thanks:
The family of Bro. Ben Belsley

wishes to thankall during our loss.
Your love and support was very
much appreciated. God bless each
and every one.

In Love,
Lois and family
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MINNESOTA, MORRIS
Katie Messner
Cheryl Messner

Parker Jacob joined the family
circle of Bruce and Penny
Schmidgall on March 22. Other
children are Samantha, Bryce and
Mason. Praying God will bestow
His blessings on this young family.
Grandparents are Bud and Judy
Becker and Bro. Richard and Sis.
Corrine Schmidgall.

In our Easter program, the
Sunday School children related the
death and resurrection ofour Lord
andSaviour, Jesus Christ. Over the
Easter weekend, we appreciated
the exhortations ofElder Bro. Den­
nis Warner (Lester, IA), and Bros.
Mike Rinkenberger (Congerville,
IL) andJimKoehl (SanDiego, CA).

As they go forth upon life's way,
Sustain them by thy grace;
May they Thy holy laws obey
And live in joy and peace.

Hymns ofZion #286

Bro. Loren Schmidgall (Bro.
Dennis and Sis. Ruby) and Sis.
Melinda Koehl (Bro. Jim and Sis.
Hildy, San Diego, CA) were united
in marriage on April 7. Our hope
and prayer is that the Holy Spirit
may ever abide in their hearts and
home.

Hospitalized this month were
Bro. Hannah Nohl and Sis. Mabel
Schmidgall. We're grateful to God
for their recoveries.

Our congregation rejoiced with
five dear souls as they gave their
testimonies of faith and were bap­
tized on April 13-14. Sis. Hannah
Koehl (Bro. Guy and Sis. Lynette),
Bro. Joshua Schmidgall (Bro. Dave
and Sis. June), Bro. Rustin
Schmidgall (Bro. Mike and Sis. Di­
ane) and Bro. Mark and Sis. Lori
Mattson (Roger and PattiMattson,
Bro. Aldean and Sis. Charlotte
Luthi) are now redeemed children
of God. Elder Bros. Ervin Knecht
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(Eureka, IL) and Lawrence Luthi
(Lamar, MO) assisted our Elder
Bro. Art in this important work.

As we observe Mother's Day, let
us always find time inourbusy lives
for our beloved mothers.

I was so busy
And had not much time
For a sweet little mother
Who was doingjust fine.
Patiently she waited for a visit to

be,
My mother's hands
They prayed for me.

My mother's hands
Are now laid to rest
From doing the things
That she loved best.
Gnarled and wrinkled by time I see
My mother's hands
Had always loved me.

MINNESOTA, WINTHROP
Carol AnnMessner
Marilyn Messner

"Forasoftenasye eat thisbread,
and drink this cup, ye do shew the
Lord's death till he come ... For he
that eateth and drinketh unwor­
thily, eateth and drinketh damna­
tion to himself, not discerning the
Lord's body."

I Cor. 11:26

We are thankful for the labor of
love fromElderBro.WayneAnliker
(Sis. Judy, Forrest, IL) in helping
serve Communion to our congrega­
tion with Elder Bro. LeRoy
Messner. We were reminded that
weare allworthyofeternaldeathas
Barabbas, but set free by Jesus'
death on the cross who took our
place. We also should remember
that Communion is a feast for the
soul and not the body.

" ...Benotafraid ofthemthatkill
the body; ... Fear him, which after

35

he hath killed hath power to cast
into hell; yea, I say unto you, Fear
him."

Luke 12:4-5

This versewas fromthe exhorta­
tion given by Bro. Donald Miller
(Sis. Bernadine,Minneapolis,MN).
"Safely throughanotherweek, God
has brought us on our way. Day of
all the week the best, emblem of
eternal rest." Thank you.

A most beautiful portrait of a
Christian mother is given in chap­
ter 31 of Proverbs. Those qualities
ofheart andmind that make a true
mother: Wisdom (Prov. 31:26); In­
dustry (Prov. 31:15-17); Generos­
ity (Prov. 31:20); Faithfulness
(Prov. 31:11-12); Character (Prov.
31:25); Faith (Prov. 31:30). A
mother with these qualities is to be
thanked (Prov. 31:28-29).

Several from our congregation
havebeen in andout ofthehospital.
Somehave had same day surgeries.
We pray for God's healing in their
lives.

Note of Thanks:
Sis. Hazel Schmidt (Bro. Elmer)

wishes to thank all who remem­
beredher 80thbirthdaywithcards,
gifts and prayers.

MISSOURI, KANSAS CITY
Garry and Marty Rokey

"Who is the wise man and en­
dued with knowledge among you?
let himshowout ofagood conversa­
tion his works with meekness of
wisdom."

James 3:13

Wewere blessed to have Bro. Ed
Strahm (Sis. Ramona, Bern, KS)
and Bro. Greg Rassi (Sis. Carla,
Chicago, IL) share the gospel with
us. Many thanks to Bro. Ed and
Bro. Gregfor their labors onourbe­
half.
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Our deepest sympathy to Don
Wales in the recent loss of his
mother, Dorothy Wales of
Clearwater, FL, and to Sis. Holly,
Amity, and Bro. JonathanWales, in
the loss of their grandmother.

Recently hospitalized for sur­
gery at Mayo Clinic in Rochester,
MN, is ministering Bro. Randy
Kellenberger. Our prayers and love
go out to him and his dear family.
May the Great Physician guide his
recovery.

"Now therefore arise, 0 Lord
God, into thy resting place, thou,
and the ark of thy strength: let thy
priests, 0 Lord God, be clothed with
salvation, and let thy saints rejoice
in goodness. 0 Lord God, turn not
away the face of thine anointed: re­
member the mercies of David thy
servant."

II Chronicles 6:41-42

MISSOURI, LAMAR
Kristen Leman
Becky Marti

My Lord, an offering do I bring;
My heart I give to Thee.
I gladly give this heart of mine,
Which Thou dost ask of me.

Zion's Harp #163

The weekend ofMarch 23-24 we
were privileged to hear the testi­
mony and witness the baptism and
then greet Andrea Banwart (Bro.
Gene and Sis. Linda) as our new Sis­
ter - in - Faith. Elder Bro. John
Lehman (Bern, KS) was here to as­
sist with this work. Other visiting
ministers this past month have
been Bros. Jeff Bahr (Kiowa, KS),
Dale Frank (Oakville, IA), Larry
Bahr (Ft. Scott, KS), Pat Zaugg
(West Bend, IA) and Bill Emch
(Lamont-Gridley, KS). We appreci­
ate the-willingness of these broth­
ers to be used in God's service.

We want to express our sympa-
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thy to those who have lost loved
ones. Sis. Violet Luthi (Bro. Ray­
mond) lost a sister, Lydia Moser
(Lester, IA); and Sis. Linda
Banwart (Bro. Gene) lost her
grandmother, Lucy Davis (Ft.
Scott, KS).

Our prayers are with Jack
Thiebaud (Betty) as he has been in
the hospital much of the month.

MISSOURI, ST. LOUIS
Betsy Schrenk

"Do this in remembrance ofme."
We thank Elder Bro. Bruce
Hohulin (Sis. Charlene, Goodfield,
IL) for exhorting us to prepare for
Holy Communion. We remember
Christ in so manyways: as the Babe
in Bethlehem; as the 12 year old in
the temple with the elders; as the
teacher, healer and forgiver of sins;
as the One who calmed the raging
sea; as the Lamb ofGod, the perfect
sacrifice for your sin and my sin;
and as the risen Lord who sits at the
Father's right hand, interceding
for us. Thank you, Lord Jesus.

Also serving us on the pulpit was
Bro. Matthew Rassi (Sis. Bridget,
Chicago, IL). We are thankful that
these faithful brothers and sisters
in the Lord are willing to come and
be used of God for our benefit. We
are blessed with the teachings, the
fellowship, and the encouragement
of our visiting ministers and their
families.

MISSOURI, TAYLOR
Susan Haerr

It has been another month of
blessings here in Taylor, and we
praise God for each one.

On March 31, Easter Sunday,
our Sunday School children shared
the Easter story with us through
their annual program. Their exam­
ple ofchild-like faith and hard work
truly blessed us. It's so encourag­
ingto watch and listen to the future
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church praising God.
The following weekend, April

4-5, was another very special week­
end for us here in Taylor and espe­
cially for Bro. Ralph and Sis. Linda
Knapp and their family as we were
able to hear the testimony and wit­
ness the baptism of their son,
grandson, brother, and cousin,
Luke Knapp. The story of.how God
worked in his heart was so wonder­
ful to hear. May God bless Bro.
Luke with many years in Hisser­
vice. We were thankful to have Bro.
Luke's uncle, Bro. Roger Aberle
(Sis. LaVonne, Sabetha, KS), here
to share God's Word with us.
Thanks also to all of the family
members and friends that made the
effort to be here.

The weekend ofApril 13-14 was
a bittersweet one for our Taylor
congregation. This weekend
marked the official retirement of
our dear Elder Bro. Roy Grimm
(Sis. Dona) from the eldership and
ministry. We held a special appreci­
ation program on Saturday night
and were so thankful that much of
their family was here to be a part of
it, as well as for themeal on Sunday.
We were thankful that Bro. Kenny
Dietz (Sis. Mardell, Bradford, IL)
was here to help share God's Word.
Again, God bless you, Bro. Roy and
Sis. Dona. Weloveyouandappreci­
ate you so much.

Jody Haerr (Stacy) spent time in
the hospital in the last month. We
pray for God's healing touch for
her.

In LovingMemory of
(Uncle) Bro. Nathan Mogler

God saw he was getting tired,
And a cure was not to be.
So He put His arms around him
And whispered, "Come with Me."
With tearful eyes we watched him

suffer
And saw him fade away;
Although we loved him dearly,
We could not make him stay.
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A golden heart stopped beating,
Hard working hands to rest.
God broke our hearts to prove to

us
He only takes the best.
-author unknown

Note ofThanks:
We would like to thank all those

who sent us sympathy cards and
words of comfort in the passing of
our dear uncle, Bro. Nathan
Mogler, from the West Bend, IA,
congregation.

In Christian Love,
Sis. Janet Schaer
Mrs. Jane (Schaer) Rieman,

Edie andMelissa

NEWYORK
CROGHAN-NAUMBURG

Hope Graves
On Friday evening, April 22, we

met together for a World Relief
Work Night. Throughout the eve­
ning we worked on assembling
health and prenatal kits. May the
Lord bless the many individuals
whohaveapart ingettingthesekits
to the people who are in so great a
need of them. We pray that the ef­
forts going forth in this work will
provide not only for the physical
man but for the spiritual.

But still they're some found here
below

Whose hearts like fields are fruit­
ful.

Wherein that seed will start and
grow

In hearts upright and truthful.
The seeds which in these hearts

are sown
Will thrive until good fruit is

grown.
They are the true believers.

Zion's Harp #108 us. 8

Our prayers have extended to
Sis. Berdena Widrick, Bro. John
Rauhe, and Renata Dawson this
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past month. Sis. Berdena was
moved from her home in extended
careto thehospital for surgeryafter
breakingherhip, andBro. Johnhas
beenhospitalizedwith severe heart
problems. Renata is home recover­
ing well after having surgery. We
pray for the Lord's continued com­
fort and strength upon them and
their families.

"Blessed be God, even the Fa­
ther of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father ofmercies and the God ofall
comfort; Who comforted us in all
our tribulation, thatwemaybeable
to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith
we ourselves are comforted ofGod.
For as the sufferings of Christ
abound in us, so our consolation
also abounded by Christ."

II Corinthians 1:3-5

We rejoice with Daniel and
Tracie Getman in the birth oftheir
daughter, Kierstin Nichole.
Kierstin came into this world on
March 27, much to thejoy ofgrand­
parents, Elder Bro. Duane and Sis.
Karen Farney and George and
Theresa Getman. May the Lord
guide themintheupbringingofthis
precious new life.

We were richly blessed to have
Elder Bros. Ron Schambach (Elgin,
IL) and Ben Wiegand (Philadel­
phia, PA) withus on theweekend of
April 20-21. We assembled to­
gether on Saturday evening for a
potluck dinner followed by the
reading oftheMemorandum. How
thankfulwe are that this letter con­
tinues to be prepared annually by
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit
and read to all the churches. We
were thankful for the many other
visitors that were with us for the
weekend, and we look forward to
many more as the spring sunshine
begins to work its wonders in the
budding of new leaves and the
greening of the grass around us.
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May our hearts reflect the same in
the renewingofour spirits with the
one true light that can lighten even
the darkest of our days-our Lord
and Saviour.

OHIO,AKRON
Joyce Gasser

The engagement ofBro. Emery
GalandSis. ErikaSchlatterwas an­
nounced Easter Sunday, March 31.
Bro. Emery's parents are Eugene
and Helen Gal of Florida, and Sis.
Erika's mother is Sis. Sherri
Schlatter (Forrest, IL). We wel­
comeSis. Erikato ourcongregation
andwishthemtheLord'sblessings.

Jodi Grawunder (Bro. Fred and
Sis. Eva) was united in marriage to
Andy Lovell on March 23. Andy's
parents areRonandMarilynLovell
of Harrison, MI.

Stanley Katanic is being trans­
ferred in his work to Indianapolis,
IN, and we will miss him, but hope
he gathers with us as often as he
can.

Bro. John Graf has returned
home from being hospitalized.

Several ofour congregationhave
been onworkprojects: Sis.Michelle
Steidl, Sis. Susie Katanic, Bro.
Gregory Henico, and Stanley
Katanic were to Jaurez, and Sis.
Gerri O'Brienwas toJamaicato the
deaf school, where she can use sign
language and communicate with
them.

We appreciated Bro. Gary
Maibach (Smithville, OH) being
with us and bringing an inspiring
message.

Our graduates from high school
this year are Michael Berbakov,
Alec Greenback, Adam Henico,
Beth Pamer, and Jared Rufener.
We wish them well in their future
studies and work.
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OHIO, COLUMBUS
Nancy Banks

We take time this month to
honor our dear mothers, showing
love and gratitude for theiryears of
caring and devotion.

My Mother
I with that I could find some

words, some fitting verse or
line,

Or lovely song, endearing sweet, a
noble thought in rhyme,

To show my love and gratitude
unto my mother dear;

A loving tribute I would bring to
fill her heart with cheer.

How often as such words withheld
till death has claimed its own,

So I would give my tribute now,
before her life is gone.

Her pilgrimage is nearly done; full
three score years and more.

She journeyed here, and now has
come to Jordan's beckoning
shore.
Bro. Henry Beer
"My Garden ofVerse"

We were fortunate to have sev­
eral ministering brothers visiting
with us this month. Elder Bro. Bill
and Sis. Emily Schlatter (Junction,
OH) spentaSundaywithus, andwe
received many timely warnings to
"beware of the winds of doctrine"
as Bro. Bill read from Galatians 5.
We also received visits from Elder
Bro. Mark and Sis. Jeannine Mas­
ters (Mansfield, OH) and Bros.
Doyle and Steve Frauhiger
(Bluffton North, IN) and their
wives, Sis. Jane and Sis. Irene. We
appreciate the many family mem­
berswho travelwith thesebrothers
when they come to Columbus.

We are thankful for God's call­
ing, as our dear friend, Jessica
Price, is seeking the Lord in repen­
tance. MayGod's gracebewithher
duringthis specialtime inher life.
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OHIO, JUNCTION
Cindy Schlatter

"And the Lord God said, It is not
good that the man should be alone;
I will make him an help meet for
him."

Genesis 2:18

Wewere happy to hear ofthe en­
gagement of Bro. Trent Stoller
(Bro. Craig and Sis. Ruth) of the
Latty congregation to Sis. Jodi
Manz (Bro. Dave and Sis. Kathy).
May God continue to be with them
as they make plans for their wed­
ding and future lives together.

OHIO,LATTY
Heidi Hackenjos

Kathy Sinn
We were blessed with many vis­

iting ministers this past month.
They were Bros. Fred Domka
(Mansfield, OH), Dale Wulf
(Lester, IA), Jerry Bauman
(Rittman, OH), Ben Manz (Junc­
tion, OH), Doug Harmon (Toledo,
OH), and Elder Bro. Lynn Stieglitz
(Leo, IN).

Wewelcome our new sisters and
brother, Mindy Graf (Bro. Bob and
Sis. Joan), Carmen Eisenmann
(Bro. Bill and Sis. Carol), and Ryan
Stoller (Bro. Todd and Sis. Pam),
into the fold. What ablessedweek­
endwehadwhile hearingtheir tes­
timonies and witnessing their
baptisms.

Three dearbabieswere added to
our congregation. Bro. Mick and
Sis. Lisa LaukhufwelcomeMaxAl­
len. His older brother Clark is
happy for a playmate. Grandpar­
ents are Bro. Dwain and Sis.
Wanita Laukhuf and Bro. Bill and
Sis. Carol Waibel (Bay City, MI).
Bro. Tim and Sis. Marlene Sinn
have added another little girl to
their family. Zachary, Daniel, and
Sophie are the siblings ofMiriam
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Rose. Bro. Walt and Sis. Renee
Sinn and Bro. Dan and Sis. Dolores
Reinhardt (Bluffton, IN) are
thankful for another grandchild.
Kalin Gerber has a new little
brother to play with. Shawn and
ShaneGerber have a little boy, Na­
than Robert. Nathan's grandpar­
ents are Bro. Rod and Sis. Edie
Laukhuf and Bob and Konnie
Gerber.

Several coupleshaveannounced
their engagements. We rejoice
with each one: Bro. Trent Stoller
(Bro. Craig and Sis. Ruth) and Sis.
Jodi Manz (Bro. Dave and Sis.
Kathy, Junction, OH); Nicole
Steffen (Bro. Don and Sis. Karen)
and Paul Suvar (George and
Becky); Reid Stoller (Bro. Bill and
Sis. Barb) andAmanda LaBoundy;
Kim Stoller (Bro. Ray and Sis.
Carol) and Derrick Miller (Dennis
and Sis. Janet). May each one look
to the Lord as they establish their
new homes.

We lend our sympathy to Bro.
Raymond Klopfenstein (Sis. Kath­
erine), Bro. Marvin Klopfenstein
(Sis. Mary), and Aldean Price on
the loss of their brother, Floren
Klopfenstein. Also, we extend our
sympathy to Bro. Loren Stoller on
the loss of his brother-in-law,
Elmer Lanz (Clara).

Spending time in the hospital
this past month were Bro. Wayne
Stoller (Sis. Dorothy) and Bro.
Charles Dunham. May the Lord
grant healing to each one.

OHIO, MANSFIELD
John and Marci Pfieffer
Bro. Tom and Sis. Elaine Hill

were married on March 24 at our
Rittman, OH, church. Their par­
ents are Bro. Dan and Sis. Betty
Baltic (Lexington, KY) and Bro.
Chip and Sis. Sieda Hill. We pray
for God's continued blessings as
they begin their married life to­
gether.
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Our Sunday School students re­
mindedus ofJesus who came down
to save us fromour sins. They sang
ofHis death andhowHe arose from
the grave. We appreciated all who
took part in this year's Easter Pro­
gram.

We rejoice that Tecca and
Kristin Keever have found peace
with God and man. We look for­
ward to hearing their testimonies.
They are the daughters of Bro.
Clair and Sis. Bev Keever.

We are very thankful that Kristi
Hill has turned unto God in repen­
tance. We pray that He would con­
tinue to give her grace for each new
day. Kristi is the daughter of Bro.
Mick and Sis. Delores Hill.

We were happy to hear ofthe en­
gagement of our Sis. Elizabeth
Masters (Elder Bro. Mark and Sis.
Jeannine) and Bro. Kurt Walter
(Bro. Charles and Sis. Karen) of
Silverton, OR. We pray they will
feel God's guidance as theyplan for
their marriage.

Those experiencingphysical ail­
ment and hospitalization recently
are Sis. Millie Gerber (Bro.
Wilbur), Sis. Lore Stuenzi (Bro.
Art), and Sis. Helen Bricker (Bro.
Richard).

I am going to a city
Where the streets with gold are

laid,
Where the tree of life is blooming,
And the roses never fade.
Here they bloom but for a season,
Soon their beauty is decayed;
I am going to city
Where the roses never fade.

Gospel Hymns #764

Bro. Bob Hill (Phoenix, AZ)
passed away onApril 17. Our sym­
pathy and prayers are extended to
his dear wife, Sis. Eleanor, and
sons, Bro. Mick (Sis. Delores) and
Bro. Chip (Sis. Sieda).
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OHIO, RITTMAN
Anna Schar

Sandy Zollinger

"Let all those that seek thee re­
joice and be glad in thee: let such as
love thy salvation say continually,
The Lord be magnified."

Psalm 40:16

We rejoice to report that Jacky
Barkerhasbegunhiswalkwith the
Lord, joining his wife, Kelly, in re­
pentance. Jacky's parents are
Wilbur and Dorothy Barker (Co­
lumbia, SC). Kelly's family, Greg
and Sis. Peggy Tieche, and Sis.
Peggy's parents, Bro.Andyand Sis.
LillianMaibach, have reason to be
thankful!

We were blessed to be able to
gather Saturday, March 16, for
Communion. Elder Bros. Aaron
Steffen (Alto, MI), Andy Stoller
(Smithville, OH) and Dave Graf
(Akron, OH) assisted our Elder
Bro. Merle with the service and
partaking of the supper.

On March 24, many were gath­
eredtowitness themarriage ofBro.
TomHill (Bro. Chip and Sis. Sieda,
Mansfield, OH) andSis. ElaineBal­
tic (Bro. Dan and Sis. Betty Baltic,
Lexington, KY). May they always
help each other prepare for the
heavenly wedding feast.

Bro. Scott Hartzler (Richard
and Sis. Karen) and Bro. Joe and
Sis. Ann Gerber were added to the
bodyofChristonMarch 14. ltwasa
blessing to listen to their testimo­
nies the night before, hearing how
the Lord works in lives when they
surrender to Him. May God bless
Bros. Andy Stoller (Smithville,
OH) and Dave Graf (Akron, OH)
for once again allowing themselves
to be used in God's work in assist­
ing our Elder.

"Lo, children are an heritage of
the Lord... "

Psalm 127:3
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My apologies as I missed report­
ing the birth of Doug and Kelly
Hanzie's first "heritage", Jacob
Douglas Hanzie. Born January 21,
Jacob's grandparents are Ron and
Bev Hanzie and Bro. Dan and Sis.
Diane Gasser. Bro. Rowen and Sis.
JudyScharwere thankful to have a
granddaughter, Esther Marie,
added to their family circle on
March 24. Esther's parents, Bro.
Tom and Sis. Gretchen Stoller, at­
tend Smithville Church. On April
1, Bro. Mark and Sis. Natalie
Hartzler were blessed with a boy,
ColbyMark. Colby isjoiningbigsis­
ters, Kendra and Marisa. Colby's
grandparents are Elder Bro. Merle
and Sis. Bonnie Hartzler and Bro.
Rowen and Sis. Judy Schar. An­
other couple has added their first
little one. Bro. Doug and Sis.
Joanna Ingold welcomed Tori Lyn
on April 11. Tori's grandparents
are Bro. John and Sis. Joyce
Schamback (Akron, OH) and Bro.
Art and Sis. Bonnie Ingold.

Thanksto themanyministering
brethren that served our congrega­
tion. May the Lord fill Bro. Fred
Domka and Elder Bro. Mark Mas­
ters (Mansfield, OH) along with
Bros. Mark Gerber and Jim
Rinkenberger (Bluffton, IN), Elder
Bro. Dave Grafand Bro. Paul Gas­
ser (Akron, OH), Bro. Todd Stoller
(Latty, OH), Bro. Marvin Dotterer
(Forrest, IL), and Elder Bro. Aaron
Steffen (Alto, Ml) with His Holy
Spirit and peace.

We are thankful that hospital
patients, Erica Gasser (Bro. Mike
and Sis. Kristen) and Sis. Ella
Miller (Glenn), were able to return
home again.

OHIO, SARDIS
Terry Zollinger

"My flesh and my heart faileth:
but God is the strengthofmyheart,
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and my portion for ever."
Psalm 73:26

Extended hospital patient is
Martha LaCava. She has been in
thehospital sinceMarch22withlit­
tle improvement. Shewould attend
services with her dear sister Clara
Stalder, andwemiss their presence
and smiling faces. May the Lord
comfort and bless Martha and her
family.

"The Lord our God spake unto
us in Horeb, saying, Ye have dwelt
long enough in this mount:"

Deuteronomy 1:6

Sis. Stephanie Alrutz felt led to
move to the Congerville, IL, area.
She found a position at the Home
for the Handicapped. Prayers are
for Sis. Stephanie as she makes a
big change moving away. We miss
her but feel that the Congerville
congregation will be blessed.

"The wicked plotteth against
the just, and gnasheth upon him
with teeth."

Psalm 37:12

The Elders had a regional con­
ference in Bay City, MI, onApril 6.
One of the things that our Elder
Bro. Ken Indermuhlehadwarnings
to report was regarding worldly
materials ofmodern technical sys­
tems. May the brethren take heed
to these warnings and be ever so
careful andkeep ourhomes safeha­
vens. Let's pray for our Elder
brethren consistently to do the
Lord's will and follow the Holy
Spirit in leadership.

"Lo, children are an heritage of
the Lord:"

Psalm 127:3

Grandparents Bro. Bill and Sis.
Miriam Brake are thankful to re­
port that a new granddaughter,
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ClaraElizabeth, arrived safely into
theworld. Parents are Bro.Nathan
andSis. SheilaSabo (Sarasota, FL).
Paternal grandparents are Elder
Bro. Douglas and Sis. Linda Sabo.
Clarawillhaveplaymateswhenshe
is old enough. They are Nathan,
Heidi, and Douglas.

"For as the earth bringeth forth
her bud, and as the garden causeth
the things that are sown in it to
spring forth; so the Lord God will
cause righteousness and praise to
springforthbefore all thenations."

Isaiah 61:11

The weather and signs of spring
have been more beautiful than
words can express lately. Flowers
are blooming, trees are getting
leaves, and, of course, the grass is
green and growing. All things are
bright and beautiful; the Lord God
made them all!

"Well reported of for good
works: if she have brought up chil­
dren, if she have lodged strangers,
if she have washed the saints' feet,
if she have relieved the afflicted, if
she have diligently followed every
good work."

I Timothy 5: 11

Maywehonorall our dearmoth­
ers on Mother's Day as well as all
the year through.

OHIO, SMITHVILLE
Edith Miller
Ruth Gasser

"So shall myword be that goeth
out ofmymouth: it shall not return
unto me void, but it shall accom­
plish that which I please, and it
shall prosper in the thingwhereto I
sent it."

Isaiah 55:11

Wepray that God'sWordwill be
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fruitful as it was shared with us by
His servants. In the past month,
we have appreciated the labors of
visiting Bros. Bill Brake (Sardis,
OH), Paul Gasser (Akron, OH),
andLarryWenninger (Latty, OH).

God has blessed three homes
with the miracle of a new life. On
March 20, Nathan Roy joined the
family ofBro. Ted and Sis: Stepha­
nie Luginbuhl, Brandon, and
Justin. Thankfulgrandparents are
Bro. Marvin and Sis. Rose
Luginbuhl and Bro. Dan and Sis.
Betty Baltic (Lexington, KY). Also
on March 20, Bro. Tom and Sis
Gretchen Stoller became first-time
parents with the birth of Esther
Marie. Grandparents are Sis.
Luella Stoller (the late Bro. Har­
old) and Bro. Rowen and Sis. Judy
Schar (Rittman, OH). On March
28, Shem Joseph arrived to bless
the lives of first-time parents, Bro.
Brian and Sis. Alyssa Miller, and
grandparents, Bro. Larry and Sis.
Edith Miller and Bro. Jeff and Sis.
WendyGutwein (Forrest, IL). May
the Lord bless these homes and
give each parent the grace to instill
His love into the young and tender
hearts.

As miraculous as is the birth of
an infant, is the rebirth of a soul
through repentance. We are
thankful that Holly Stoller (Bro.
Ed and Sis. Verla) has answered
God's call and is seeking to become
a child of God. We wish her God's
grace inher conversionexperience.

Another beginningwas made as
Bro. Kirby Stoller and Sis. Carrie
Miller became one in the Lord as
marriagevowswere said onApril 7.
Parents are Elder Bro. Andy and
Sis. Roberta Stoller and Bro. Larry
and Sis. EdithMiller. Wepraythat
they feel God's guidingpresence in
a three-fold cord.

Our prayers are with Sis.
Berniece Bauman (Bro. Herbert),
as she has been hospitalized, and
her condition and treatment pre-
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vents her fromassemblingwithus.
Also, Shania Nieman (Doug and
Melaney) was hospitalized, andher
fragile condition warrants our
prayers. We miss Sis. Clara
Hartzler, who has been unable to
assemble with us for some time.

Our hearts were saddenedwhen
Sis. Shirley Klotzle (Bro. Bob) lost
her mother, Sis. Bertha "Tootie"
Stoller. May each ofher loved ones
be comforted by the Holy Spirit.

OHIO, TOLEDO
Rebecca Beard
Edie Fetter

We appreciated mid-week visits
from two visiting ministers in the
past month and pray that their
work will be rewarded by God. El­
der Bros. Mark Masters
(Mansfield, OH) and Bill Schlatter
(Junction, OH) served us from
God's Word.

Sis. Janet Kipfer is thankful for
the safe arrival of twin grandchil­
dren. Cameron Michele and
ZacharyPaulwere born to Tim and
Michele Merritt. They are wel­
comed home by their sisters, Madi­
son and Mackenzie.

OREGON,PORTLAND
Louisa Gallup

Greetings everyone!
Recently, our annual business

meeting was held, and voting took
place as several brethren finished
their terms. Because of the small
number of brethren available in
our congregation, there were no
major changes. The three brothers
holdingtrusteepositions rotated as
follows: Bro. John Kinsinger
moved from second trustee to head
trustee; Bro. Ray Moser moved
from third trustee to second; and
Bro. MarkGallupmoved fromhead
trustee to third. MayGodguide and
direct them as they assume their
duties, andmaythey feel the appre-
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ciationandprayers ofthe restofthe
congregation.

We had the pleasure oflistening
to our Sunday School students a
few weeks ago, as they presented
this year's Easter Program to us.
We heard the familiar story of
Christ's crucifixion and resurrec­
tion in word and song. Looking at
these dear children as they sang
hymns and recitedmessages oflove
andhope, wepray that theywill not
forget what they learned in Sunday
School and hopefully some day
open their hearts to our Lord and
Saviour.

Our gratitude to all the visitors
who came to worship with us this
past month. We especially thank
the ministering brethren who
made the extra effort to come to
Portland with their families and
share theWordwithus. Theywere
Bros. Harvey Kuenzi (Sis.
Jennifer), Todd Zollinger (Sis.
Michele), Ed Knecht (Sis. Judie),
and Don Sinn (Sis. Linda), all from
Silverton, OR. May the Lord bless
themall for theirkindness andwill­
ingness to serve.

OREGON, SILVERTON
Kelsey Kuenzi

On Palm Sunday, the Sunday
School shared with us the account
of our Lord's lonely walk to Cal­
vary. Theirmessage was a good re­
minder of the price that was paid
for our sins by Jesus' blood. A spe­
cial thanks to the Sunday School
teachers, children, and parents for
their efforts to bringthis storytous
again.

"Peace I leave with you, my
peace I give unto you: not as the
world giveth, give I unto you. Let
not your heart be troubled, neither
let it be afraid."

St. John 14:27

This month, three souls believe
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theyhavebeen given thepeace that
passeth all understanding. We re­
joicewithBarbDragon (Alan), Pete
Schroder, and Becky Von Flue
(Dan), and wewill remember them
in our prayers as they begin to
make preparations for baptism.

Our love shall not diminish
Nor fade nor wane away;
Bind us till life we finish
And in the grave we lay.
Zion's Harp #137

Believing that God has directed
their lives together, Bro. KurtWal­
ter (Bro. ChuckandSis. Karen) and
Sis. Elizabeth Masters (Elder Bro.
MarkandSis. Jeannine,Mansfield,
OH), are engaged to be married.
They are planning to be married
August 4 in Mansfield, OH. We
wish them God's blessings as they
prepare forthisunionoftheir lives.

PENNSYLVANIA
PHILADELPHIA

Nathan and
MaryElizabeth Gasser

This month we were blessed
with the opportunity to spend time
together cleaning in and around
our church building. Whatever
workwe find ourselves in, let us re­
member to work "as to the Lord."

"And whatsoever ye do, do it
heartily, as to the Lord, and not
unto men; Knowing that of the
Lord ye shall receive the reward of
the inheritance: for ye serve the
Lord Christ."

Colossians 3:23-24

Wewere thankful this month to
have many visitors, includingmin­
istering Bros. Lenard Meyer (Chi­
cago, IL) and his wife, Sis.
Charlotte, andBro. Everett Gerber
(Rockville, CT) and his wife, Sis.
Nancy. We appreciate all our visi­
tors and encourage anyone with
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travel plans out east to come and
worship with us.

TENNESSEE,NASHVILLE
Mike andMonica Fritz
We were encouraged as the

Memorandum was shared with us
by Elder Bros. Ed Schwartz (Sis.
Jeni, Bluffton, IN) and Phil
Stettner (Bluffton North, IN) on
March 23, and then on the follow­
ing day we were thankful for the
blessed privilege of sharing Holy
Communion.

Also, we were blessed by the
Word brought forth by our other
visiting ministers: Bros. Bill Emch
(Sis. Susan, Lamont-Gridley, KS)
and Marvin Stieglitz (Sis. Joan,
Leo, IN). We have also been greatly
blessed as we enjoyed the fellow­
ship of many brethren and friends
from Bradford, Congerville,
Fairbury, Forrest, and Princeville,
IL; Bluffton, IN; Junction and
Latty, OH. What unfathomable
riches we have in our Christian
brotherhood and fellowship!

Ifyouare travelingin or through
the Nashville area, please plan to
worship with us. The following
churches are scheduled for services
in the near future: Roanoke, IL
(5/19); Wolcott, IN (5/26); Brad­
ford, IL (6/2); Bern, KS (6/9);
Congerville, IL (6/23); and
Francesville, IN (6/30). We do not
have a visiting minister scheduled
for Father's Day on Sunday, June
16. We also usually meet on
Wednesdayevenings for a song ser­
vice. Ifyou are planning toworship
with us, please call ahead to con­
firm our schedule. Contacts are
Bro. Don and Sis. Faye Sauder
(615) 373-8928; Bro. Mike and Sis.
Monica Fritz (615) 952-9933; and
Sis. Gwen Leuthold (615)
662-2946.

TEXAS, SAN MARCOS
Dale and Amy Ringger
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"The flowers appear on the
earth; the time of the singing of
birds is come, and the voice of the
turtle (dove) isheard inourland;"

Song ofSolomon 2:12

In Central Texas we are enjoy­
ing the springtime. The wild­
flowers are splendid in awide array
ofcolors. We've had amockingbird
visiting our backyard the past few
weeks singingforhours at a time in
the same spot on the phone line;
and it sings awide variety ofsongs,
even repeating our whistles.

It is profitable for us to observe
and be thankful for nature. "For
the invisible things ofhim from the
creation of the world are clearly
seen, being understood by the
things that are made, evenhis eter­
nal power and Godhead;" (Romans
1:20). It seems that nature is one of
theways God intends forus to learn
about Him.

Bros. Steve Ringger (Sis. Myra,
Bluffton, IN), Art Ingold (Sis.
Bonnie, Rittman, OH), Glen Funk
(Sis. Sally, Wichita, KS) and Tim
Gerber (Sis. Wendy, Mansfield,
OH) werehere to serve inthepulpit
ministryduringthe lastmonth.We
were blessed with visitors this
month from various places: Bern,
Sabetha, Kansas City, and
Bloomington.

The schedule of ministers for
June is the following: June 2 -
Smithville, OH;June9-Lester, IA;
June 16 - Gridley, IL; June 23-
Lamont-Gridley, KS; andJune 30-
Goodfield, IL.

We continue tomeet for services
at the Quality Inn in San Marcos,
TX. SanMarcos is located on IH-35
approximately 20 minutes south of
Austin or about 50 minutes north
of downtown San Antonio. Exit at
#206 and find the hotel on the
southwest side access road.

We extend awelcome for anyone
who may be in the area to worship
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with us. Also, let us know if you
wouldbeavailable forfellowship on
Saturday or Sunday evening or
during the week. Please call ahead
to help us plan for serving lunch
and other activities. Contacts are
Bro. Bill Zeltwanger (979)
249-5102; Brian and Terri Kaisner
(512) 266-0178; DaleKaisner (512)
255-7583; Bro. David and Sis.
Shella Brummitt (512) 360-3379;
Sis. Dorothy Martin (210)
658-1968; and Bro. Dale and Sis.
Amy Ringger (512) 933-1380.

TEXAS,ZAPATA
JoyceNohl

"Who can find a virtuous
woman? She openeth her mouth
with wisdom; and in her tongue is
the law of kindness. She looketh
well to the ways of her household,
and eateth not the bread of idle­
ness. Her childrenariseup, andcall
her blessed; her husband also, and
he praiseth her."

Proverbs 31:10, 26

May we give thanks and praise
to God for our dear mothers who
raisedusup in theways oftheLord.
Our mothers are a special part of
our lives. Let us showour apprecia­
tion to them on Mother's Day for
their love and kindness.

If anyone plans to come visit us
this summer for Sunday worship,
please contact Bro. Leland
Plattner at (956) 765-5612 or Bro.
Lloyd Nohl at (956) 581-8266. The
location for Sunday worship may
vary for the summer months.

The following was written and
submitted by Sis. Jennifer
Kellenberger:

"Even there shall thy hand lead
me, and thy right hand shall hold
me."

Psalm 139:10
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What a blessed promise and
comfort fromtheLord toknowthat
no matter where we are or where
we go that He will be there for us
and that His right hand shall hold
us. God continues to show His
faithfulness time and time again
down here in Rio Bravo, Mexico. It
is truly amazing to see Him work­
ingin the lives ofsomanyon adaily
basis and remaining faithful to
each one.

The months ofMarch and April
brought with them many wonder­
ful servants that gave oftheir time
and energyto help on the construc­
tion of the school for the deaf. We
were blessed with two Apostolic
Christian teams in March. Bro.
Josh Johnson (Remington, IN) led
a teamMarch 2-9 that consisted of
only 7 people. Bro. Tom Schrenk
(Athens, AL) was the team minis­
ter. It was a small team, but they
still accomplished a lot and we
praise God for their willingness to
serve. Many thanks to those seven
willing servants.

March 30-April 6 brought a sec­
ondAC team, one that is very close
tomyheart. Sixtypeople, ledbymy
father, Bro. Ron Kellenberger
(Washington, IL), joined together
to help work on the school. Elder
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Bro. Ron Messner (Washington,
IL) served as the team's spiritual
leader. It was such a time of re­
freshing for me to have almost my
entire family (including my grand­
parents) and several brothers, sis­
ters, and friends from my home
church here laboring with me.
There were people of all ages from
youngsters to grandparents, rang­
ing from ages 7 to 83. They all
worked together as a team and ac­
complished a great deal and they
were truly an encouragement to
me. Thank you all for your hard
work, your many gifts of love, and
your support and prayers. May the
Lord bless you all.

The months ofApril and May
have been spent making prepara­
tions for the summer, our busiest
time. Things are really starting to
pick up as we prepare for all ofour
large summer teams. We also look
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forward to having several young
peoplejoinus this summer as sum­
mer staff. Among themwill be two
ofmy brothers, Bro. Phil and Bro.
Tom Kellenberger (Washington,
IL), and Sis. ErinKnobloch (Wash­
ington, IL). We are thankful for
theseyoungpeople that are willing
to giveup their summer for thebet­
tering of the Kingdom.

There are two AC teams sched­
uled for June and I invite you all to
come. They are scheduled for June
1-8 andJune22-29. Ifyouare inter­
ested, please contact Bro. Joe
Maller (Bluffton, IN) by e-mailing
him at. We hope that all ofyouwill
prayerfully consider supporting
the work of Mexico, Centros
Cristianos para Sordomudos
(MCCS) through intercessory
prayer and/or by servingor leading
a work team, so that the deafmay
know Christ.

USED EYEGLASSES
ARE NEEDED

FOR FREE IXTLAN
CLINIC

A free eye clinic is being estab­
lished in Ixtlan, Mexico, by Bros.
Dr. Loren Schrenk and Dr.
Bryan Stoller. Used eyeglasses
are needed to support this effort.
Please send your used prescrip­
tion eyeglasses (with cases if
available) to:

Bryan Stoller
817 S. Locust
Pontiac, IL 61764

Call To Subscribe
Please call the Gateway Woods' Office at 888/443-4283 to receive

The Gate Post, a free newsletter about Gateway Woods published
three times yearly.

Gateway Woods Auction
August 17, 2002
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Sermon continued from page 2
able to cause us to realize that if we
were to continue to walk the way we
were going, that we would not have
the hope of eternal life.

It is unusual how the Lord is able to
work in the hearts of souls, and we are
grateful that here among you at
Rockville there are those who are
seeking their salvation. I would just
like to relate a little account, I hope it
would be in order, of a couple back in
our congregation, perhaps forty years
of age. They very, very faithfully at­
tended church since they were mar­
ried. Shewas ofour faith, originally he
was not. They brought their children
to Sunday School

every Sunday. When noon came,
they would go home. Finally about six
months ago they got to the placewhere
they knew that something was lack­
ing, somethingwas not as it shouldbe.
They were not able to communicate
one with another about the problem.
The husband finally realized that
what he needed was to turn unto the
Lordandhewas able to begthe Lordto
help him. And his wife also felt this
need. In visitingwith them, theymen­
tioned that in the twentyyears oftime
that elapsed since they were married,
they each one had no other desire, no
other longingbut to become amember
of the household of faith, to become
one ofGod's children. They wanted to
bring their children to Sunday School
that they could be taught in the right
ways. But they were not able to visit
with each other about this situation,
and so the years went by. But the time
finally came that they were able to
break down and admit what the prob­
lem was and admit that they needed
help.

I believe the only purpose in men­
tioning this would be that I had many
thoughts when the man told me that
Sunday after Sunday he would go
home at noon and realize that there
was something lacking. And even the
youngest daughter who was about ten
years old got to the place where she
would beg her parents, "Why can't we
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stay all day?" And I've oftenwondered
as we gather in the Lord's house, no
doubt there are many just in this very
situation, perhaps among us every
Sunday. They have a longing and a de­
sire to become one of God's children.
They have a desire to be heirs of the
promises, to be able to some day live in
heaven and dwell throughout the end­
less ages.

But it seems like Satan has many
ways andmany deceptive devices. And
just one other point that comes to my
mind in visiting with this man. He
said, "During those twenty years of
our married life I kept setting goals. I
thought, well at this point in my life
would be a good time to repent. I
thought when the oldest boy would fi­
nally finish his senior year of high
school and football season would be
over, I would no longer be more or less
obligated to attend the games, this
would be a good time. And then a year
or two more elapsed and another goal
was set." And I believe that all of us
were somewhat in this sort of a situa­
tion. It didn't seem like the present
time was the proper time, but some­
time down life's road was going to be,
as the hymn writer in one place said
"some more convenient day on Thee
I'll call". We knowthat the enemy, Sa­
tan, would like to cause a person to
spend a whole lifetime here upon this
earth serving him. And then be taken
from this life without a hope and have
to spend eternity in that place that we
do not like to speak about and we do
not like to talk about.

Again, thinking of the time the
Lord spent here upon this earth, His
purpose for cominghere andHismany
contacts He had with people, there
was so many different types of people
that He visited with, that came and
visited with Him. It seemed like there
were those who were interested, those
whowanted to knowmore about Him.
There were those who had physical af­
flictions who it seems, at that time the
Lord was given the power in many
cases, to heal them, to see that they
could again have good bodies and per-
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haps be able to see well. I had to think,
this particular chapter that we read
here, I believe inthe earlierpart ofit, if
I am not mistaken, there was the blind
man who could not see and the Lord
saw fit to give him his eyesight back
again. I often think dear ones, that
many of these illustrations that were
given to us here, were left for us. They
had physical impacts at thattime but
they had a very, very deep spiritual
teaching, I believe, for those ofus who
live here upon this earth. We believe
every one of us, in a measure, was
blind spiritually speaking. We were
not able to see, grasp, or fully under­
standwhat the Lord had in store for us
or what He wanted us to do.

Towards the latter part of this
chapter that we read here together,
the Lord mentioned that whosoever
would follow Him, that they should
take up their cross daily, and deny
themselves the pleasures ofthis world
and follow Him. Often when we visit
with converts and ask what their un­
derstanding is of repentance, they tell
us that it is a very sorrowful feeling for
the sins they have committed. Which
is awonderful thingthat God is able to
cause to take place in a person's heart.
But then along with it, there is the
conversion that must take place that
certainly has to be done and accom­
plishedby God. And in this conversion
process, and Ibelieve again, those ofus
who are here this day, we will readily
agree that during the time of our life
when we were repenting and becom­
ing converted, there were things in
our life that we had done, places we
had gone and associates that we had
that we had to break these thingsfr
And we realize, beloved ones, that a
change had to take place. And we, as
the Lord said here, had to take up the
cross and deny ourselves.

I believe that, again now speaking
to those of us who have become con­
verted, that we are living in a time
again, where Satan would like to even
come into the precious church, the
precious faith. And I don't believe any
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ofus are immune to the temptations of
Satan. But we know that down life's
road somewhere or other, he is going
to try to tell you and he is going to try
to tell me that some ofthe things that
we once thought were important and
some of the things that we felt so very
strongly about when we came into the
faith, that we could no longer partake
of or no longer could be a part of our
lives, Satan is going to try to tell us,
"Well, maybe that was your imagina­
tion. Times are changing and let's not
take these things quite so serious." I
believe each one of us as God's chil­
dren should ever be on guard and ever
be alert, because as we mentioned be­
fore, weknowthat Satan is verydecep­
tive. He has been at this work many,
many years.

I don't believe we can speak about
Satan without going back to the very
early record there in the BookofGene­
sis where it relates so very clearly and
plainly there how he came into the
garden and in that very deceivingway,
caused that sin could enter in to that
peaceful and that wonderful place
there that hadbeen provided for those
first parents. But then again on the
other hand, when we think of the
works of Satan, we again have to be
thankful that God was able as it says
there, I believe the old prophet Isaiah
spoke of it many years before the
Lord's coming, that there would be
one who was going to come and crush
the head of the serpent. I often think,
when we see a snake or a serpent, how
they crawl so easily along the ground,
an animal, ifwe can say that, that is so
very different than many other of the
animals that we are familiar with.
That there is avery, very good compar­
ison between the way that even a
snake can slither through the grass
and very slyly creep upon an individ­
ual, some ofthe more vicious varieties,
in comparison to the way that Satan
also is able to, in this very same way
and in this very same manner, try to
approach we as believers and even as
God's children.

And also in this particular chapter,
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we read there of Peter. And we know
Peter, a man we believe, whose inten­
tions were right, his motives were
right, but considering that he was not
yet converted, he was always quite a
person to speak out. He was the one
that even said there, we knowthat you
are the Christ, the Son of God. We
knowwhatwas goingtohappen a little
later on there to Peter and hewas even
reminded in one place that he was go­
ing to deny sometime that he ever
knew the Lord. And he very, very seri­
ously stated that this would never
happen. He would always support and
he would always confess that he knew
the Lord. But we know the account
there, evenwhen the Lord told himbe­
fore the cock should crow twice, I be­
lieve, he would deny him thrice. This
happened and we know that after it
happened, it says Peter went and he
wept very bitterly.

I believe we can also take a lesson
from this dear ones, that as we are
gathered here this morning and again
those who have not yet tasted of the
mercies and the love of the Lord, not
yet become God's children, that in our
life time, no doubt all of us experi­
enced in a measure that we wanted to
walk in the ways of the Lord. We had
desires that were pleasing in God's
sight, no doubt, and we said we were
no longer going to do this and we were
no longer going to do that. But by our
own power, by our own ability, by our
own efforts we were not able to do it.
We were not able to keep, perhaps,
some of the promises that we had
made.

We know there are various resolu­
tions that people make in their life­
time. It occurs to me that even
sometimes on New Year's we hear of
New Year's resolutions and people
look back over the year gone by and
perhaps analyze their life and in a
measure try to set up some guidelines
or some goals in the year ahead. They
are going to try to do better. We be­
lieve that this is all well meaning and
people have good intentions. But we
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do not take into consideration that we
ofourselves are not able to do this. We
even have the weakness of the flesh.
Many times the resolutions that peo­
ple make are perhaps broken before
the first week of the new year is
passed. And so we want to take into
consideration and again lay to the
hearts of each one of us who are here
thismorning, the very, very important
time that we are spending here upon
this earth.

I don't believe sometimes we are
able to quite get through or quite able
to fathom, and I certainly speak for
myself, the importance of the time
that we are living here. We cannot see
the long range picture, so to speak.
Whenpeople areyoung, theyhave a lot
ofambitions, theyhave a lot ofdesires,
a lot of goals in life that they want to
meet. Life seems to hold a lot out in
store for young people. But as time
goes on, as we grow older, we soon be­
gin to realize that many of these
things that seem to glitter and glisten
in younger years are losing their at­
tractiveness. There are things that we
perhaps once thought were important
and meant a lot to us that they no lon­
ger meant anything to us.

So I believe what happens in the life
of an individual, people who know the
truth and have been brought up in the
faith and have been exposed to it, I be­
lieve that throughout the lifetime, if
the person has been taught the truth
in their youth, that there comes back
from time to time, the very annoying
feeling, the very conviction that we are
going in thewrong direction. And I be­
lieve that again, to those of our dear
friends, that when we feel this prick­
ing and this conviction upon our heart
that we should take it seriously. I go
back to my unconverted days, and al­
though I was perhaps not as old as
some when I repented, never the less,
after graduating from high school, I
remember that this is one thing I want
to do, is to repent and turn to the Lord
and this would be a convenient time to
do it. Perhaps almost two years

Sermon continued on next page...
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Sermon continued from page 45
elapsed till I was able to break down
and admit that I was lost. But we had
this feeling, we had this conviction.

And I can remember so well when
we would sit in church. The brothers
who faithfully brought forth theWord
ofLife, they have gone on to their rest
and to their reward - wewonder some­
times they did not get discouraged -
Sunday after Sunday they would re­
mind us and they would warn us and
they would read scriptures that
seemed like they were speaking di­
rectly to us, telling us of the very im­
portance of the plan of salvation.
Reminding us that we were here for a
time, wewouldnot be here forever. We
believe that these seeds that were
sown sank into our hearts. Sometimes
perhaps theywere as the seedthatwas
sown there upon stony ground or even
amongthe thorns, that it was crowded
out. But I believe, again, those of us
who are God's children, we go back to
those days in our life and are so thank­
ful and so appreciative that the Word
of Life was spoken to us in truth. And
we were not comforted in our sins.

We believe we are living in a time,
no doubt, where there are many reli­
gions, there are many organizations,
there are many doctrines. But the
very, very simple faith that you and I
possess is Jesus Christ and Him cruci­
fied. We believe from the very depths
of our hearts, that if we come to Him
and acknowledge our lost condition in
true repentance, feeling the burden of
sin upon us, that He will hear us. I be­
lieve sometimes this plan of salvation,
the Book ofLife that we have beforeus
can be made to sound too complicated.
We know that there are scriptures,
and I am sure we all would confess it,
that we cannot fully understand. We
do not always know the exact mean­
ing. Perhaps there are some scriptures
that would have different meanings.
But to those of us who have become
God's children, I believe we will agree
that duringthe timeofour conversion,
what was essential and what was nee-
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essary for us to know, God gave it to us
and He revealed it to us.

It seems like sometimes converts
have the thought, the feeling at first
that they have such a small knowledge
of the scripture.

And they don't understand a lot of
it. I have to thinkmany times ofthe il­
lustration there, I believe the Apostle
Paul spoke of, wherehe spoke ofbabes.
He used an illustration that was famil­
iar to everyone. We know that even lit­
tle babies in the natural sense, are not
able to eat strongmeats. They have to
have milk, food that can be digested
easily. We believe also in the spiritual
sense that God is able to grant unto us
what we might be in need of, the very
sincere milk of the word, the very
teachings that are contained within
the Word of Life that can be helpful,
and canbe beneficial to us that we can
work out our soul's salvation.

The Lord also in the latter part of
this chapter said "For whosoever will
save his life shall lose it; butwhosoever
shall lose his life for my sake and the
gospel's, the same shall save it. For
what shall it profit a man, if he shall
gain the whole world, and lose his own
soul?" Mark 8:35,36. And then the last
verse that we read, the first verse in
the ninth chapter, he said "There shall
be some of them that stand here,
which shall not taste ofdeath, till they
have seen the kingdom of God come
with power." Mark 9:1. We perhaps
could take two interpretations from
that as I think ofit. The Lordwas here
for a while and then he was going to
leave this earth. We believe that the
kingdom of God was going to be ush­
ered in in that sense, that there was
goingtobe anewdispensation, the day
of grace was going to be open to man­
kind and they could find forgiveness
for their sins. But the scripture seems
to have such a wide range and can ap­
ply to various areas oftime. Webelieve
it can also apply to the time in which
we live, beloved ones. Many prophetic
scriptures have come into fulfillment,
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that there are certainly going to be
those upon the earth alive when the
Lord returns again.

There is a warning sounded to us
andwe could read it there in one ofthe
gospels. It tells us " ...ifthe goodman of
the house had known in what watch
the thiefwould come, ...he would have
watched, and would not have suffered
his house to be broken up." St. Mat­
thew 24:43. And the warning was left
there by the Lord then for those of us
who live here upon this earth, that we
shouldwatch, we should not be among
the foolish virgins. We can read it
there, I believe in the twenty-fifth
chapter of St. Matthew. It tells us
therewere five that were wise and five
that were foolish. I believe we should
also take this into consideration, that
there were those who let the oil go out
of their lamps. It tells us the bride­
groom came and therewere those who
did not have oil in their lamps. They
became desperate and they pleaded
and they begged that they could have
oil from those who had retained it and
it was not granted.

Sowe are living, beloved ones, in se­
rious times. We are living in the times
that are prophesied, we believe, even
in OldTestament scriptures, the latter
times of the day of grace. It says there
that men shall gain much knowledge.
Men shall go to and fro upon the earth
and we are living in a very, very busy
time, as I mentioned before. But I
don'tbelieve, on the other hand, that it
shouldnecessarilybe ahindrance to us
workingout our soul's salvation. But if
we can remain close to the Lord and if
we can stay close by His side and ask
Him to help us, we certainly can be
blessed. We can prosper spiritually
and then reach that land, that better
home for which we are striving.
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CARIBBEAN BOARD PROJECTS - 2002
All volunteers shouldcontact theproject coordinator. Shouldyou not be able to contact the coordinator, forHaiti directyour in­

quiry to Bro. TomHitz, Ph. 734-454-9229, Fax 1-734-454-9259 or E-mail thitzhome@juno.com . For Jamaica, direct your in­
quiry to Bro. Kevin Sauder, Ph./Fax 309-925-2409 or E-mail ksss@dpe.net .

HAITI
ORG. DATE AREA COORDINATOR PROJECT CAPACITY PERCENT FILLED

MEBSH May 16-24. '02 Les Caves Phil Isabel Grade School 9 0%
AWA-FRW Mav 9-17. '02 Les Caves Duane Schieler Voe.School 4 100%
AWA-T Mav 9-17. '02 Les Caves Derek Sauder Water Aid 5 100%
AWA-B Mav 9-17. '02 Les Caves Bill Rager Voe. School 2 100%

Palm Grove (*) Oct 4-12, '02 Puit Sales Tom Hitz Grade School 11 (*) 60%
JAMAICA

CCCD Mav 17-25. '02 Deaf Village Tim Lehman Work Place 40 (*) 100%
CCCD Mav 31-June 8 02 Deaf Village (2) Taylor/Princeville BC Work Place 50/60 100%
CCCD June 1-8. '02 Montego Bav Jon Knapp Deaf School 40/50 (*)100%
CCCD July 6-13, '02 Knockpatrick (3) Mansfield Bible Class Deaf School 40 (*) 100%

COORDINATOR PHONE FAX E-MAIL
Bob Beebe 574-291-2158 574-299-8173 rbeebe@surfpure.com

(1) Kevin Fisher 309-923-7684
(2) Kent Heimer 573-393-2440 573-769-5516 janheimer@hotmail.com

Tom Hitz 734-454-9229 734-454-9259 thitzhome@iuno.com
Phil Isabel 219-261-3541 219-261-2885
Jon Knapp 309-359-4213 ikplan@hotmail.com
Mark Criss 309-693-2532 redemedl@aol.com
Craig Emch 330-939-4591 330-939-4591
Terry Miller 309-923-9154 or 941-485-4302 309-923-9154 tbmiller@mymailstation.com
Dean Pashak 517-662-7685 517-662-7099
Bill Rager 419-263-2989

Derek Sauder 309-925-7502
Kevin Sauder 309-925-2409 309-925-2409 ksss@dpc.net
Duane Schieler 765-567-2922 765-567-2922
Jim Walter 815-692-3158 815-692-2851

(3) Pete Webel 419-756-2587 815-692-2851
Nate Wiegand 309-645-1104 NATEWIEG@hotmail.com
(4) Jon Schwab 219-261-2935 jschwab@ind-pallet-corp.com
Tim Lehman 913-648-3069 tlohman99@vahoo.com

CCCD=Caribbean Christian Center for the Deaf
MEBSH= Missions of Evangelical Baptists of South Haiti
Palm Grove= Mission of Haiti
S.E.E.D. = An Agricultural School & Extension Service
TBA = To Be Announced
Palm Grove = Mission of Haiti
A.W.A. - B.= Apostolic Water Aid/Bluffton

A.W.A.-_FRW = Apostolic Water Aid/Francesville,
Remington, Wolcott

A.W.A. - T = Apostolic Water Aid/Tremont
(*) = Changes or additions since last issue
(**)= Spring Break Timeframe

Attention:
SundaySchool Superintendents: Now is the time to reserve your place for a 2003 Sunday School work

project at the Caribbean Christian Center of the Deaf in Jamaica, which is already filling its 2003 project
calendar. We do not want you to be disappointed by not getting the schedule date you want. All interested
in scheduling a project should feel free to contact Bro. Kevin Sauder, PO Box 354, Tremont, IL
61568-0345. Phone/Fax (309) 925-2409 or e-mail: ksss@dpc.net.
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- NOTICE -
Repair and Distribution of

Worn Bibles,
Bible Story Books,
Hymns of Zion,

Tabernacle or Gospel Hymn
Books

WE DO NOTACCEPT ZION'S
HARPHYMNALS SINCE WE DO
NOTHAVEANYPLACE TOms­
TRIBUTE THEM,

Please get your books to us or
the Goodfield World Relief Cen­
ter.

Books are mainly distributed to
India, Philippines, and Africa.

Jerry and Arlene Banwart
307 First St

Congerville, IL 61729
(309) 448-2416

Apostolic Christian
Counseling Services

73 East Queenwood Rd,
Morton, IL 61550

309-263-5536 (local#)
309-263-6841 (fax)

877-370-9988 (toll free)

Counseling for depression, anxi­
ety, relationship problems, etc...

- Information about mental
health issues and relationship
problems

- Referrals to qualified mental
health professionals in your
area

- Telephone consultations with a
counselor

- Staffed by professional counsel­
ors and registered nurses

- All calls are strictly confidential

Following is part ofa letter ofappreciation from Cote'd Juaire, West
Africa:

"Wewish to express our sincere gratitude and appreciation to the be­
nevolence group and individuals who haveworkedhard to ship donated
books to us. We wish to thank all men, women and children who have
worked tirelessly over the years, and indeed up to date to move the dis­
tribution and evangelism forward. Thank you.

Yours in Christ,
Rev. Awortwe Paul Kojo"

A pastor from the Philippines writes:
"I need your support, not only in prayer, but also in material things.

Please send us Sunday School materials in all departments. We need
Bibles for our young people. They cannot buy it because they are poor.
Pleasehelpus to provide ourneeds especially for our SundaySchool."

BIBLE DISTRIBUTION

The Bible Distribution Center which
was formerly in Leo, IN has been

moved to Bluffton, IN.
All books, including Bibles, in English and other languages, plus

Bible Story Books which have been approved by the Apostolic
Christian Mission Committee, are available for those who wish to
distribute them in the name of Jesus Christ.

The book inventory is computerized, and the personnel at
Bluffton can drop ship to nearly any address.

To order, contact,
Apostolic Christian Church
Bible Distribution

PO Box 30
1254 S. Main Street
Bluffton, IN 46714

Phone and Fax 219/824-5587
E-mail: bibledist@parlorcity.com
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World Relief Child Sponsorship Program
In 1998 the World Relief Child Sponsorship Program was established

by the National World Relief Committee to give the members and friends
of the Apostolic Christian Churches an opportunity to be directly involved
in the lives of children that are born in economically distressed areas of
the world.

At this time the program offers students for sponsorship in Haiti, Ja­
maica and Mexico. The Lord has blessed this work and we now have ap­
proximately 550 students and 63 schools sponsored through this program.
The small monthly donation enables the student to receive a Christian ed­
ucation and learn a basic academic curriculum. The donation helps with
the student's school tuition, school uniforms, supplies, and more, depend­
ing on the country.

An important part of the sponsor's contribution is to pray for the stu­
dent on a regular basis. The students, in turn, are encouraged to pray for
their sponsors. Blessings are received by both the students and the spon­
sors.

We are thankful our God has blessed this work. Ifyou would like infor­
mation on sponsoring a child, please see the Child Sponsorship Brochure
made available in your church. Or you may write, Child Sponsorship
Board, PO Box 36, Morton, IL 61550 to request a brochure.

Mexico Work Teams 2002
Location Date Project Coordinator

Juarez June 1-8, 2002 Construction Joe Maller

Juarez June 5-12, '02 Construction Milford Bible Clss

Juarez June 8-15, '02 Construction Dan Beer

Rio Bravo June 22-29, '02 Construction Joe Maller

Juarez or October 23-31, '02 Medical Cheryl Herman
Copper Canyon

Juarez Nov. 9-16, '02 Construction Bruce Aschliman

Phone & (e-mail)

260-565-3211
jmaller@adamswells.com
260-831-4684

574-457-4633

260-565-3211
jmaller@adamswells.com
309-385-1082
cherylh@mtco.com

260-824-5160
aschliman@onlyinternet.net

Ifanyone would desire to go to Imuris at a time not listed on the schedule, please contact Bro. Jerry Tooley

4
SCHOLARSHIPS

AVAILABLE

Gateway Woods offers three $2,000.00
scholarships to students enrolled in un­
dergraduate or postgraduate work lead­
ing to a degree in a social services field.
The scholarships are available to any
member of the Apostolic Christian
Church or friend who attends on a regu­
lar basis. A description of the scholarship
and application are available by writing
or calling Joe Gerber at 260-627-2159.
Applications need to be returned to Gate­
way Woods.

Volunteers are Needed
The USA Board urgently needs

volunteers, for the Navajo "Faith
House" Project, to finish a group
dwelling for abused children. The
project is located at Dilkon, AZ,
which is 90 miles east of Flagstaff,
AZ. The current need is for drywall
installers. A later need will be finish
carpenters, painters, and carpet in­
stallers. Please contact Bro. Arnold
Gerst by phone (217) 223-8424, fax
(217) 223-0116, or E-mail
agerst@net.com.

a Assistant Houseparent
Needed

Gateway Woods has appreciated the
Lord's blessings of being fully staffed with

Houseparents for some time now. Sis. Becky Stoller
(Roanoke, IL) will be leaving Gateway Woods in July of
2002, sowe will have an opening for a single sister, led ofthe
Lord, to work in a full-time ministry with troubled children.
The Assistant Houseparent position offers competitive
wages and benefits and a close relationship with brothers
and sisters whose hearts and lives are dedicated to a mission
with an eternal reward. Ifyou feel the call to explore the pos­
sibilities, please call one of the brothers listed below:

Ed Graf
Childcare Supervisor
PO Box 151
Leo, IN 46765
260-627-2159 or 888-443-4283

Lynn Stieglitz
Counseling Elder
260-493-6711 (home)
260-657-5461 (work)

Preschool Coordinator Needed
The Apostolic Christian Preschool in Athens, AL, has an

immediate need for a coordinator/teacher. The position is
open the first ofJune and needs to be filled by the middle of
August, for the school year. We would ask a brother or sister
with a degree in early childhood education or a degree in an­
other type of education (elementary, secondary, etc.) to
prayerfully consider this position. If you have questions or
an interest in this position, please contact the preschool at
(256) 233-0591 or Bro. Tom Schrenk (Administrator) at
(256) 233-0037.
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Our Spiritual Heritage
The following is a continuation of a

3-part series on the life of Bro. Joseph
Bella, a Hungarian native, who was in­
strumental in helping establish the Apos­
tolic Christian Church in America.

ANative of Hungary
Joseph Bellawas born in Hradek, Hun­

gary, a village in the northern highland.
Because of being brought up in that re­
gion he could speak both Hungarian and
Slovak. He learned to speak German
when living in Budapest and in Vienna,
Austria.

He was a bosom friend of Bro. Louis
Henesey, who became the driving force in
establishing the new faith in Hungary.
Both menwere the same age, and both re­
mained single their entire life.

Present at Baptism
As a young man in Hungary, Joseph

Bella was present on May 8, 1840, during
the first baptism (of our faith) in that na­
tion. It was held in a workshop owned by
John Pecznik. After work four men gath­
ered for the baptism of Louis Henesey.
They were Bro. John Denkel and Bro.
John Kropacsek (both of whom had em­
braced the new faith while traveling in
Switzerland), and young Joseph Bella.

It was a solemn occasion. The four men
sang, and a prayer was offered. John
Denkel, after asking Louis Henesey five
covenantal questions, then baptized him.
Joseph Bella watched this secret cere­
mony, and wept. He was deeply moved.
Although a convert at that time, he was
not ready for baptism.

Bella's Baptism
Joseph Bella was baptized several

months later - in the fall of 1840. There
are no details of this event, other than
when it took place. As timewore on, he be­
came Louis Hencsey's most faithful and
useful assistant (in the ministerial work
in Hungary).

The Lord's Work
As the preaching work was begun in

Hungary, Bella and others faced many
hardships. These men were humble and
poor, and faced many hardships. They
walked from town to town, and across na­
tions. Food and clothing were meager.
But they were rich in faith and devotion.
As poor journeymen, they would often
find a room in an inn, lay in a corner, and
use their coat for ablanket! Or theywould
sleep outside in a suitable place. Luxury
was unknown to these ministers of the
Gospel.

Assaulted by Thieves
Once, Brothers Henesey and Bella

were walking late at night (around 11:00
p.m.), when thieves confronted them.
They threatened to rob and kill them.
These humble men had little in material
resources. They offered to purchase some
grape juice for the robbers. This appeased
the thieves.

Near dawn the next morning they
(Bella and Henesey) were arrested by the
police. They were chained and taken to
the police station in Fehervar. It took
them a long time to convince the authori­
ties they were not up to any mischief.
Such were the perils ofministry.

Meetingwith Froehlich
These men traveled to Switzerland (on

foot). It was a long journey walking
through mountains and valleys, and
through cities. It took inner zeal and dedi­
cation to endure such amonumental chal­
lenge, but this was customary for those
times. Their motive in going to Switzer­
land was to meet with Bro. Samuel
Froehlich, who was in his late thirties or
early forties.

Hencsey's and Bella's visit with Bro.
Froehlich resulted in a unity of heart.
Bro. Henesey wrote the following letter to
his younger brother regarding the meet­
ing at Bro. Froehlich's apartment:

"I inform you briefly that I discussed

the essentials of divine truth with
Froehlich. He speaks in the same manner
and in the same spirit as I did in the book­
let I left with you. We have the same foun­
dation."

In another letter home, he (Henesey)
mentions Joseph Bella:

"Joseph Bella found a job, but I have
not found one yet. I am writing this letter
to you in Froehlich's apartment on Octo­
ber 12. In these last days God has begun
building His church through Froehlich.
His message to you is to continue faithful
to the words of our Lord and to the work
we started in Hungary."

Hencsey's Last Days
Joseph Bella was present when Louis

Henesey endured 21 days on his deathbed
and finally died. At about 9:00 one morn­
ing, Henesey said, "I want to sit up." Jo­
seph Bella helped prop him up. He
exclaimed, "Stay alert and love the One
who died and yet He lives." These were
Hencsey's last words. He died an hour
later. Joseph Bellawas present at the end.
He was buried in a pauper's cemetery.

Coming to America
In 1850, Bella came to America where

he continued in the ministry; and helped
the American church develop and grow.

After 1860, he returned home to Hun­
gary every other year to visit his loved
ones. His last visit to his homeland was in
1871.

By: Perry A. Klopfenstein

Next Issue:
Concluding data on Bro. Joseph Bella
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From Across The Ocean

"Unconditional Love"
Elder Bro. Willis Ehnle, Shioda, Japan
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It has been said that God's love
is unconditional, and that is true,
inasmuch as He loved us before
we loved Him and that He con­
tinues to love us and offer us sal­
vation even though we reject
Him. Romans 5:8 "But God
commendeth his love toward us,
in that, while we were yet sin­
ners, Christ died for us."
Parents have unconditional love
toward their children. No matter
what they do, we can't help but
love them. I suppose you can dis­
own a child who has become an
adult and does many bad things,
but the sorrow only increases
and the tears roll down your
cheeks.

Married people should have
unconditional love for their
spouse. Marriage vows indicate
as much. This is not a matter
where we can think that we will
love our mate if he or she meets
certain conditions. We must
work on helping our mate to be
comfortable in our presence, and
thereby able to return our love.

Ephesians 5:25 "Husbands, love
your wives, even as Christ also
loved the church, and gave him­
self for it."
However, the concept of uncon­
ditional love can be
misunderstood. If your child is a
slave to illegal drugs and you say
that your love is unconditional so
you will continue to supply the
money to support the habit, obvi­
ously that is a mistake. Ifwe have
true love for our children and for
one another, we do not support
that which is wrong and in error,
which would only lead to misery,
sorrow, and possibly death, on
the part of the individual con­
cerned. I Cor. 10:31 "Whatsoever
ye do, do all to the glory of God,"
and that includes how we sup­
port and influence others.

God's tolerance is not uncondi­
tional. There is a limit to what He
will put up with if there is no re­
pentance. Hebrews 10:30-31
"The Lord shall judge his people.
It is a fearful thing to fall into the
hands of the living God."

In the story ofthe prodigal son,
we read in Luke 15:20, "And he
arose, and came to his father. But
when he was yet a great way off,
his father saw him, and had com­
passion, and ran, and fell on his
neck, and kissed him." This does
not at all mean that the father
approved of what the son had
done, it only means that his love
was unconditional. Fortunately,
the son repented and was for­
given and was reinstated as a
member of the family.

It is all right for us to love our­
selves unconditionally; I suppose
we all do, or should. It should
lead us to repentance and righ­
teous living. However, we are not
to think of ourselves more highly
than we ought to think. Romans
12:3

Let's do what we can to have
love for all people at all times, but
we must remember that uncon­
ditional love does not mean un­
conditional approval or
tolerance.
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