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"THE GOD OF ALL COMFORT"
Sermon by Elder Bro. Ron Messner, Washington, IL

Psalm 42 and II Corinthians 1
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Let's start at the beginning of the
chapter. There are different thoughts
that Paul was introducing to them in
this letter. Let's go to thebeginning and
find our way through those. Paul starts
out the letter that with this church he
had a personal relationship. It was one
that he knew well, in fact, probably
knew a number of the people well.

We think about today, as we travel
from one church to another, ifwe were
to call up someone orwrite, we would go
directly to those personal relationships
and ask, "How is so-and-so doing? We
remember so-and-so who is a good
friend and wonder about what was hap
pening." It is not that we need to do as
Paul did, but where you can see his
heart and he went directly to the real
relationship he had with them. The real
relationship is the one that was estab
lished through the Father and that his
real concern for them was notwho had a
baby and who is engaged. You know
how we do.

In fact, you might think about this a
little. There is nothingwrong in doing it
but when you get the Silver Lining or
something like that, what is our first in
terest? We want to know what is going
on and what is happening there. That is
because we care about each other, be
cause we love each other and because
we want to know that. Paul's relation
ship to the church was the same as what
ours should be. His relationship was
that he was directly tied to them
through the grace of the Father in the
common faith that they had. He went
directly to it.

"Grace be to you and peace from God
our Father, and from the Lord Jesus
Christ." II Corinthians 1:2. It is a re
minder to us because we know each
other so well and travel so freely. We
have families in so many different con
gregations and have all those links. It is
easy for us to get caught up in, like
sometimes whenwe talk about the faith
we share. We all know what we mean,
but our interest in each other can al
most take the place of that, can't it?We
sometimes forget that. What is the real

link we have between each other?What
is the real thing we share? Is it because
we were in the young group together or
because so-and-so married your best
friend? Those things are definitely im
portant to us.

Godmade us apeople andmade us to
have a concern for each other. What is
the tie that brings us together? What is
it that makes us sit down together and
feel comfortable being in the same
church and in the same building?What
is it that makes us comfortable travel
ing to another church and sitting down
there? Is it because we knew them or
met them on a trip or have family rela
tionships and those kinds ofthings? Or,
do you remember that it is the common
faith which we share in the faith of the
shed blood of Christ? Those other links
do not mean anything.

It sounds like I am taking down those
family relationships, but I am not doing
that at all. We love them and they are
important to us, but they can become so
interesting and so captivating that we
forget that, if we didn't know that soul
at all and sometimes this happens.
Sometimes we notice it more when we
go to a church that is a little further
away and where there is just not any of
those kind of ties that we have. We go
and then we are reminded that we are
glad to be there and that they are glad to
have us because we share the same faith
in Christ and the same sense of God's
love for us.

If we plan to come to church on a
Sunday morning, there is no question
we look forward to it in the samewaywe
would when we get together with fam
ily, our family reunion, or our friends
becausewe are going to get to see people
and find out what happened during the
week. It is a good place to do it. It is part
of what we enjoy, but let's be sure it
doesn't override the grace and peace
from God our Father and the gift of life
through Jesus Christ. Think about it.
What is it you share with the people sit
ting around you? What is most impor
tant to you that you share? Probably
most ofyou are sitting by someone that

you could think ofanother list ofthings
you share. Ifnot blood lines, then other
things that you share. What most im
portantly do you share? Isn't that what
knits us tightly together? Isn't it the
real reason that we care a lot about
what happens to somebody else? Some
times whenwe doubt that a little or get
moved away from it, maybe it helps us

Sermon continued onpage 44
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"The entrance ofthy words
giveth light; it giveth under
standing unto the simple."
(Ps. 119:130)

December 2001

SILVER LINING

Light From The Word
Writings based
on God's Word
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Am I Your Enemy Because I Tell You the Truth?
One would think that the truth could

hardly be controversial. If something is
the truth it should be verifiable and,
therefore, quite easy to settle upon.

Unfortunately, there are those who
deny the truth, distort the truth, and even
persecute those who stand for the truth.
The world may make light of the truth,
but Christ said "...the truth shall make
you free" (Jn. 8:32). Pilot, in a state ofcon
fusion, asked "...What is truth?..." (Jn.
18:38) and as Jesus He prayed for His dis
ciples, He answered that question "...Thy
(God's) word is truth" (John 17:17).

Sometimes we are faced with situa
tions about which we would rather not
know the truth, perhaps thinking in the
back ofourminds that ifwe don't knowwe
won't have to deal with it. There are times
when an individual doesn't feelwell physi
cally. There may be fear that something is
very wrong and as a way of denial, the in
dividual tries to convince himself that
there is nothing wrong.

Eventually, however, in those situa
tions the individual must face reality. Per
haps they have put off seeing a doctor for
so long that when circumstances finally
force them to face reality, they find that
the situation has become so serious there
is little that can be done. Perhaps earlier it
could have been dealt with successfully,
but by denying the warning signals for too
long, the situation became hopeless.

In the physical sense this is sad, but in
spiritual situations it is disastrous.

When Ahab, King of Israel, wanted to
go to battle against Syria, he sought the
counsel of about 400 prophets who said he
should go to battle. Although these proph
ets told Ahab what he wanted to hear,
Jehoshaphat, King ofJudah, who was go
ing to battle withAhab, was not sure these
prophets were really saying God's will.
Jehoshaphat asked if there was another
prophet they could consult. Ahab said
"...There is yet one man, Micaiah ... but I
hate him; for he doth not prophesy good
concerning me, but evil..." (I Kings 22:8).
The King preferred to hear false good
news prophesied, rather than the truth. It
cost him his life.

Isaiah wrote of rebellious children who

would not hear the law ofthe Lord "Which
say to the seers, See not; and to the proph
ets, Prophesy not unto us right things,
speak unto us smooth things, prophesy
deceits:" (Is. 30:10). Again, they preferred
short term comfort rather than the truth.
In the long term, they suffered because
they did not want to know the truth.

In the writings of Ezekiel, Chapters 33
and 34, the prophet warned of the results
of not sending a clear signal and of refus
ing to listen to warnings. The shepherd
and the watchman on the wall were
warned of their responsibility to sound a
clear alarm and to feed the sheep. Those
who would not fulfill their duty were se
verely reproved. Those who refused to
heed the warningwhen the truth was spo
ken were told that "...his blood shall be
upon his own head" (Ez. 33:4).

In addition, as Jesus was explaining to
the scribes and Pharisees His relationship
to His heavenly Father, they became very
angry and took refuge in the fact that they
were Abraham's seed. Jesus reminded
them that if they were Abraham's seed
they would do the works of Abraham.
"But now ye seek to kill me, a man that
hath told you the truth, ..." (Jn. 8:40).
They denied that they planned to kill Him
but a fewminutes later they were so angry
"Then took they up stones to cast at
him: ..." (Jn. 8:59). They could not stand
the truth.

What about our brotherhood? Do we
still stand for the truth? Do we avoid lis
tening to Conference tapes and to the
reading of the Memorandum? Do we stay
away from provings so we don't have to be
reminded ofour commitment to God? Oc
casionally we hear of those who stay away
because they don't want to hear what is
said. Ifwe choose to not hear the truth, it
does not reduce our responsibility to do
what is right. Those who have the oppor
tunity to hear and to know the truth will
be accountable for their behavior even
though they may have tried to not be re
minded of the truth.

Many of Christ's followers have also
felt anger from those who did not want to •
hear the truth. As Paul was lovingly ex
horting the Galatians, whom he feared

were trusting too much in the flesh, he
asked, "Am I therefore become your en
emy, because I tell you the truth?" (Ga.
4:16).

The Apostles often risked their lives by
standing up for the truth of God's Word.
Paul described the persecution he faced as
a minister of the gospel: "...in stripes
above measure, in prisons more frequent,
in deaths oft. Of the Jews five times re
ceived I forty stripes save one. Thrice was
I beaten with rods, once was I stoned,
thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a
day I have been in the deep;" (II Cor.
11:23-25). He goes on to describe the per
ils ofwater, robbers, his own countrymen,
by heathen, in the city, in the wilderness,
at sea, among false brethren and so on. All
of these were suffered because of his de
sire to be truthful in "...the care of all the
churches" (II Cor. 11:28).

History tells us that all ofChrist's orig
inal disciples who remained faithful ex
cept John gave their lives for the truth of
the Gospel ofJesus Christ. Although John
was not killed for his faith he was ban
ished to"...the isle that is called Patmos, ...
for the word ofGod, and for the testimony
of Jesus Christ" (Rev. 1:9).

Throughout the world even today
there are those who must suffer for their
faith. Persecution is very severe in many
parts of the world. In our own land many
government regulations have changed
which makes it more difficult to stand for
the truth. We are told that there is
strength in diversity, that we need to tol
erate (which is often interpreted as em
brace) those of a different faith. The
purity of the Gospel of Jesus Christ is be
ing threatened by those who would oppose
the truth.

"Wherefore putting away lying, speak
every man truth with his neighbor: for we
are members one of another" (Ep. 4:25).

Are we enemies of some who do not
want the truth? Jesus said ".. .If ye con
tinue in my word, then are ye my disciples
indeed; And ye shall know the truth, and
the truth shall make you free" (Jn.
8:31-32).

An editorial committee of elder brothers is preparing articles for this section of the Silver Lining to address some of the special needs of our times.
Suggestions for subjects are welcome and can be sent to: Silver Lining Editorials, 1389 County Road 1600 N, Roanoke, IL 61561.
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World Relief
As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men,

especially unto them who are of the household of faith. GALATIANS 6:10

European Board
Meets with CAM
and ICM in Ohio
On October 18, 2001, all the

members ofthe EuropeanBoard
met in the offices of Christian Aid
Ministries in Berlin, Ohio, to discuss
matters pertaining to our ongoingwork
in Europe. Elder Ernst Pfister from
Breidenbach, Germany, also was with
our brethren throughout the day and
everung.

Christian Aid Ministries
For many years our brethren have
workedwith this organization to carry
on efforts not only in Eastern Europe,
but also in the Caribbean area and
throughout the USA. Christian Aid
Ministries handles shippingofour food
packages to Romania each month.
It is the practice of our European

Board to meet with this group in the
autumn ofeach year. Since all Board
members were able to be present,
they used the opportunity to meet in
the morning in a room that CAM so
graciously provided from 9:00 AM
until noon. The afternoonmeetingwith
CAM's representatives was used to
discuss the many areas where we
work together.

Food packages to Romania
At this timewe are shippingwell over
400 parcels, consisting of two
packages each to the needy brethren
in Romania. Brethren from a wide
area come together on a regular
schedule to assemble these packages
inBluffton. The final destination ofthe
shipment is CAM'swarehouse in Cluj,
Romania, fromwhich they are taken
to places where our own brethren
distribute them to the needybrethren
across Romania. The program seems
to be working well, and is certainly

appreciated by all of the recipients
across Romania.

Iron Curtain Ministries
Some years ago a group ofAmish in
Holmes County, Ohio, established an
organization throughwhich theycould
channel assistance to struggling
believers throughout thenationsbehind
the "Iron Curtain". Representatives
from the European Board try to meet
with them each year. They cover one
halfofthe costs ofthe food package
program to Romania, up to $10,000
permonth.

Garden tiller project
Several years ago ICM made
arrangements to ship high-quality
garden tillers and attachments to
Ukraine from Italy. This excellent
program is working quite well. Last
year we agreed to send one of the
tillers to our own brethren inUkraine.
Cost of these units is about $2,500
each, and we provided necessary
funding for this initial trial shipment.
The group ofourbrethren that visited
Ukraine inMay ofthis year was able
to see first hand the results ofourjoint
efforts with ICM.
They visited in the home ofBrother

Grisa Jacobits on Monday, May 21.
As they entered the cluster ofbuildings
thatmake up the home ofthis family
of 12 children, they saw the mother
carrying milk from the cow into the
house.As reported lastmonth, shewas
already in labor and deliveredher child
later that day. The family had to pay
$200 before she could be accepted in
the hospital. Theyhad been given the
money for this on the previous
Saturday.
Bro. Grisa is a deacon ofthe church

in Mahalia, and had reported in the
meeting heldwith ourbrethren on the
previous Saturday that normally the
government is supposed tomake child

support payments. However, this year
he had received only one payment in
threemonths, and the total sum could
not buy enough bread alone for one
month for his large family. Theyhave
no idea how they would manage
without the support they are receiving
from theAmerican brethren.
As our brethren looked at the tiller

and attachments and saw the tears of
gratitude from this family, they shed
tears oftheir own. There is no way to
express howmuch amachine like this
helps them to subsist as well as to help
their brethren and neighbors.
At this time, arrangements have been
made to ship six more machines into
Ukraine and brethren have already
been chosen to be the recipients. Since
there is over 50% unemployment in
Ukraine, people of necessity have
learned to live off the land. A
representative from the organization in
Kiev, Ukraine, who oversees the
distribution ofthese tillers says, ''I think
it is impossible for someone inAmerica
to fullyrealize what the tillers mean to
these people without being along on a
delivery."
It is common to see people working

the ground byhand. With thismachine
they can accomplish far more.
Wherever it is possible, people keep
a cow for milk, cheese, and butter.
They can cut grass in the fields for
fodder to feed these valuable animals.
Families now can cut asmuchhaywith
this machine in three hours as they
couldbyhand in three days. The trailer
will carry the hay.

If you want to help
Anyone wishing to help provide a
garden tiller to ourUkrainianbrethren
may send a contribution to:
BRO. LEON GRAF, TREASURER
EUROPEAN BOARD
180 PARK PLACE
WADSWORTH, OH 44281
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Mission Committee
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... The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few; Pray ye therefore the
Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest. MATTHEW 9:37-38

Church Buildings in
Eastern Europe0 ver the years the Mission

Committee has established
communication with our brethren in
Eastern Europe and has funded
numerous new church buildings
throughout the area that was formerly
under Communist domination. During
2001 two new churches in Hungary
and one in Romania have been
dedicated to the honor and worship
ofGod.
Funding for these projects has been

taken from the East European Church
Building Fund, through which our
brethren have contributed large
amounts offinancial support over the
years.

Learning of the needs of
our brethren in Ukraine
After the fall of Communism, our
brethren were able to establish
communicationwith our members in
Ukraine. There have beenbelievers in
this area since around 1920, but due
to the political circumstances our
American brethren knew little, if
anything, about them. However, since
1989 there has been much contact,
and the relationship with this group
continues to improve.

New churches
have been built
As the year of2001 draws to a close,
there are nine congregations in the
province ofBukovina, Ukraine. Two
of these congregations are now
assembling in new buildings con
structed with funds from the Mission
Committee. One is in Korovia and the
other in Dimka, each ofwhich has
around 100 members plus children.
A congregationwas established in

Lukovita in 1924, and now has about

73 members. Thebelievers in this rural
area enduredmanyhardships over the
years, and although the flame offaith
perhaps grew dim under the oppres
sive regimes, it did not go out. By the
grace ofGod and the support ofour
American brethren, the small building
used for a church for this congregation
was remodeled and improved during
2001. The team of brethren who
visited Ukraine this year visited this
facility, and were entrusted with the
thanks ofthe faithful pilgrims living
there. The building is quite simple, but
seems to be adequate for their needs.
As one observes the tranquil setting
of this small building, it is hard to
imagine that the believers have
endured so much overmany years.

Ostrita is the
largest congregation
Since their first visit into Ukraine in
1991, our American brethren have
held services in the building in Ostrita
each time they have been in the
country. This congregation is in a semi
rural areajustto the eastofChemovic,
a city of about 200,000. With about
300 members plus many friends and
children, this is the largest congregation
inBukovina Thebuilding inwhich they
hold services is an additionbuilt on the
house of Elder Vasile Paladean. In
about 1988 he and his familywere able
to plant a private plot ofwatermelons
that they sold on the openmarket. The
profit they made on this project
enabled them tobuild the addition onto
their home.
The room serving as their assembly
area is far smaller than anything we
would consider adequate for the size
oftheir congregation.Abalconyhangs
over the rear portion ofthe assembly
room, and the entire area has always
been filled with people as our own
brethren visited them.

Building a new church
Through the years we have en
couraged this group ofsouls to build a
new place to worship, and bythe grace
of God they were able to make a
beginning in construction early in 2001.
Plans were submitted to theAmerican
brethren in advance, and prior to
construction a number of suggested
alterations were made.
As is typical in Eastern Europe, the
buildinghas several stories because the
building site is small. It is also typical
that the entire structure is masonry
construction. As the project evolved,
the Mission Committee and the
European Board approved using our
own unemployed brethren to do the
construction. We have agreed to pay
them modest wages which accom
plished the double purpose ofgetting
the building built and providing a
means of income to those who
otherwise had nojobs. Unemployment
in Ukraine is over 50%. It is hard for
us to understand this, but the problems
are real for those who are living there.

Seating for about 500
The building under construction
provides an assembly room for about
500 people, which is only slightlymore
than the number who now attend
services. The plans include full
restrooms, which is a bit unusual in
Ukraine, but our brethren thought it
necessary for such a large group.
Rooms for the children to assemble in
Sunday School are also included.

Completion in 2002
It is hoped thatwith the grace and help
of God the new church can be
completed sometime during the year
of2002. Estimated costs are around
$400,000. Anyone who wishes to
contribute to this project forourneedy
brethren may do so through the
Mission Committee.
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APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN
COUNSELING SERVICES
History and Development

Part II

I John 3:17- "But whoso hath
this world's good, and seeth his
brother have need, and shutteth up
his bowels ofcompassionfrom him,
how dwelleth the love of God in
him?"

The Bible is very clear that as a
part of being Christ-like and as a
part of our service to God we are to
have compassion on those who are
suffering. Specifically, the body of
believers is called to support, en
courage and assist those who are
struggling. In the New Testament
Scriptures we are taught by
Christ's example and teachings as
well as other scriptures (Paul's let
ters) that service to others should
be given a high priority.

Matthew 5:45 - "That ye may be
the children ofyourFatherwhich is
in heaven: for he maketh his sun to
rise on the evil and on thegood, and
sendeth rain on thejust and on the
unjust."

We also know by Biblical teach
ings and by experiences in life that
adversity and struggles happens in
the lives ofbelievers and unbeliev
ers as well as to the most faithful
and the weakest.

Because of the need around us
andbecause ofthe scriptural call to
serve and to do good to others, the
Apostolic Christian Church has
looked for ways to meet some of
these specific needs. This was the
impetus for developing Apostolic
Christian Counseling Services.

ACCS offers four types of ser
vices. Each one is designed to help
people understand and get assis
tance dealing with mental health
issues and relationship problems.

SILVER LINING

The types of concerns most often
referred to ACCS are depression,
anxiety, adjustment difficulties
and relationship problems of all
kinds.

The Apostolic Christian Mental
Health Hotline has been in exis
tence for over 10 years. The Hot
line was started by the church's
Mental Health Committee who re
cruited and trained sisters who
were registered nurses. In March
of 2000 the Mental Health Hotline
became part of the ACCS. The
same five sisters continue to pro
vide services and coordinate their
efforts with theACCS professional
staff. The sisters take phone calls
from struggling individuals or con
cerned family members/friends.
The sistershelp callers by listening
to their concerns and then provid
ing them with a referral to a coun
selor or sendingprint information.
The print information available
covers a wide variety of areas such
as depression, anxiety, parenting,
etc. The sisters are available to
help callers find qualified counsel
ors and/or physicians near the
caller's home area. The Mental
Health Hotline is available to all of
our churches by callingthe toll free
ACCS number 877-370-9988.
There is no charge for these ser
vices.

Apostolic Christian Counseling
Services also provides individual,
marital and family counseling for
those who can travel to the office at
73 East Queenwood Road in Mor
ton, IL. There are currently three
counselors working out of the cen
ter. Hours are by appointment
only. The counselors are trained
mental health professionals who
provide counseling from within a
Christian framework that sup
ports and encourages the doctrine
and traditions of the Apostolic
Christian Church. Many people
choose to come to ACCS because
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they have the assurance that their
faith will be respected and pro
tected. Fees for counseling are
basedonaslidingfeescalebasedon
family size and annual family in
come. No one will be denied ser
vices because of inability to pay.
The fees charged do not cover the
full cost of providing the counsel
ing services. The fees were set be
low actual cost so that a financial
burden would not prevent individ
uals needing counseling from seek
ing services.

People callingACCS can receive
a consultation by the professional
counselors. Calls are received from
people needing assistance for
themselves, family members of
those struggling and Elders/minis
ters who are assisting people.
Counselors can help callers under
stand mental health issues and re
lationship problems and develop a
plan of action to deal with these is
sues. The counselors do not pro
vide diagnosis or treatment over
the phone. This part of the service
has greatly increased in the last
year and a half and is available to
all of our churches by calling the
ACCS toll free number
877-370-9988. There is no charge
for this service.

Finally, ACCS offers an educa
tional component that supports
the other functions. Counselors
from ACCS have provided presen
tations to churches that have re
quested them. Presentations of
this type are requested or approved
by the Elder of the church and
cover mental health or relation
ship issues. At times, presenta
tions are given to smaller groups
such as the ministers of a specific
church. These talks may be about
how to deal with specific issues or
more general information about
how tobe helpfulwhen counseling.
In addition, ACCS has print mate
rials available that cover awide va-



December 2001

riety of mental health and
relationship issues. These materi
als have been screened by the
ACCS staffand, when appropriate,
the overseeing Elders. Some ofthe
materials have beenwritten by the
ACCS counselors. Print materials
are available by calling the Mental
Health Hotline through the ACCS
toll free number 877-370-9988.
Print material are sent out in a va
riety of situations including: pro
viding additional education
following a telephone consulta
tion, being "homework" during
the course of counseling and/or to
addressing specific requests for in
formation about an issue. Some of
the print materials are specifically
intended for support ofElders and
ministers who are working with
people dealing with particularly
difficult issues.

For each of these services there
is aneed for donations or subsidy to
cover the ongoing costs. The next
article will go over costs and fund
ing in more detail.

Galatians 6:10 - "As we have
therefore opportunity, let us do
good unto all men, especially unto
them who are of the household of
faith."

APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN
HOMEFORTHE
HANDICAPPED

Aren't we interesting? Think
about how unique each one ofus is.
Then think about human tenden
cies and how so often we "tend" to
ward them. It seems that perhaps
these tendencies are being rather
vividly expressed these days
throughout the human race from
one end of the world to the other.

We are taught from theWord of
Life that we should do unto others
as we would have them do to us.
(Matthew 7: 12). But so often we do
to one another that which tends to
discourage, disappoint, or degrade.

SILVER LINING

We tend to brag, belittle, and best.
We experience jealousy. We criti
cize.Wecomplain(Galatians5:15).
How dare we.

It is only by the grace andmercy
ofGod that we can be more like Je
sus. Life is too short to be anything
less. (Matthew 7:20)

In these days as we experience
the uncertain times ofthis genera
tion, let us lift up and encourage
one another asmutual pilgrims in a
world wanting for peace and joy.
Let us ask tobemademore like our
Saviour, Jesus.

January birthdays at Timber
Ridge, 2125 Veterans Rd., Morton,
IL 61550 are: Nicole Delicath (6),
Stephen Penn (8), Edith
Wagenbach (8), Bruce Steffen (19),
JackieWillett (19),JohnEddy(27),
Tom Sides (31). At Oakwood Es
tate, 2213 Veterans Rd., Morton,
IL 61550: Laverna Zobrist (25). At
Linden Estate: Mary Schramm
(13), Karen Blunier (14). At 650
Detroit: Rhonda Gerst (12).

GATEWAY WOODS
APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN

CHILDREN'S HOME
Dan and Susan Meister
As we enter the Christmas sea

son atGatewayWoodswe are again
reminded of those less fortunate
than ourselves, the children that
we minister to whose memories of
this time of year might not be so
fond.Whereaswemight remember
fellowshippingwith family and our
friends, their experiences might
not have been so positive. At the
same time, it is very hard for many
of the residents to be away from
their families during this holiday
time.

As we remember with fondness
Christmases with our family, it is
important to remember those that
didn't grow up hearingabout a lov
ing God that sent His Son and it is
His birth that is celebrated.

This is the time of year when
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most children are concerned with
what things theywill be getting for
Christmas. It is worth trying to
convey to them that the gift of our
salvation has already been pur
chased and is ready to be un
wrapped anytime by the laying
down of our lives. As He has prom
ised, His yoke is easy and His bur
den is light. Ifwe deny ourselves,
take up our cross and follow Him,
He will gladly pay the penalty for
our sins. When we consider what
we have to gain, the sufferings of
this present life are notworthmen
tioning, especially when He has
promised to walk with us every
step of the way. It is such a short
time to stay faithful to Him consid
eringHewill staywithus forever.

We want to welcome Erin G. to
campus. We also want to say
good-bye to Amanda J. (both girls
from the Lehman House), praying
that we have sown the necessary
seeds and trusting for God to give
the increase. When the children
leave, they might not have the
structure or guidance to the extent
we give, so it is important to pray
for them to have the internal disci
pline to do what is right. Hopefully
we would have shown them God
and His perfect way through the
Bible throughout their stay. We
are also thankful and thrilled for
Bekki who has "graduated" from
the Plattners and our campus and
has become part of one of our local
Gateway Woods Christian foster
families for the remainder of her
high school career.

We want to thank Bro. Bill
Eisenmann for his years of service
as our Business Manager. He will
be leaving sometime after the be
ginning of the New Year. He has
been greatly appreciated for his or
ganization and patience with
Houseparents that don't always
get petty cash correct (namely us).
Thanks again, Bill, and God bless
you wherever God leads you next.
(Please see the job notice in this is-
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sue.)
Congratulations to the Gate

way Woods School faculty for
achieving Freeway Accreditation
from the Indiana Board ofEduca
tion. Construction on our new
school building has been delayed
this fall due to wet weather, state
reviews and permits, and busy ar
chitects and contractors. The
earth movingmachines are due to
show up any time now. Pray that
we can get a good start before win
ter totally moves in.

Our meetings for our Local
Church Representatives are
scheduled for February 23 in Illi
nois and March 23 in Indiana. We
want to welcome anyone who has
an interest in learningmore about
the programs, opportunities and
future plans for our ministries of
GatewayWoods. Markyour calen
dars and look formore details next
month. In the mean time, feel free
to call us at (888) 443-4283 to ask
for any of our new brochures de
tailing our various services.

APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN
PRESCHOOL

Melinda Matuch

Little children, can you tell?
Do you know the story well?
Every girl and every boy,
Why the angels sing for joy?
On this Christmas morning.

Children sing ofthe birth ofan
other child. This is what makes
Christmas so very special. Their
sweet innocent voices raised, they
sing "Away in a Manger" or "O
ComeAll Ye Faithful" while Dads,
Moms, grandparents and friends
watch and smile. During the
month of December, we focus all
our lessons on the story of the
birth of Jesus and the wonderful
songs that go along with it as we
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prepare for our Christmas pro
gram. ByChristmasmorning, they
should know the story well.

Our purpose and our goal are
that every girl and boy in our care
will know what Christmas really
means. We hope and we pray that
they carry the message home with
them. That, as the Bible teaches us
in Isaiah 11 :6, "...a little child shall
lead them" and they will share the
good news of Jesus' birth with
their families.

At this time we would like to say
"Thank you and God bless you!" to
all of our brothers, sisters and
friends for their support during
the past year. We could not con
tinue to operatewithout the finan
cial support AND the volunteer
support we receive every year. We
humbly ask that you remember
our little ones duringthis season of
giving.

Have a Blessed Christmas!

ALABAMA, ATHENS
Joan Reinhard
Louise Hall

We would ask for your prayers
for those of our congregation who
have been sick or hospitalized
lately. Sis. Joan Schrenk (Bro.
Tom) had surgery and is recover
ingwell. Bro. Buddy Lynn also had
surgery and they are hopeful that
this will solve his health problems
that he has had for some time. Sis
Amanda Glass spent some time in
Huntsville Hospital and is now re
covering in a nursing home until
she can gain enough strength to re
turn to her home. Sis. Ruby Ross
(Bro. Don) also spent some time in
the hospital, but she is home now
and feeling better. We also extend
our prayers. to Bill Coulter, father
ofBro. David Coulter, who has had
surgery and is recovering. As time
marches on our physical bodies
continue to deteriorate, but
thanks be to God, that our spiritual
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life can continue to grow and be re
newed day by day.

The weekend of the 27 and 28
was a busy and blessed one for us.
It was the semi-annual Preschool
Board Meeting so we had some ex
tra company here because of that,
and it was also the weekend for the
testimony and baptism of our Bro.
Josh Johnson. Bro. Josh gave his
testimony on Saturday night and
then his baptism was held on
Sunday with a potluck lunch fol
lowing church. It is such an en
couraging time for us to get
together for a testimony. Our
thoughts go back to the time when
we gave our own testimony to the
church, and the special peace we
expressed. What a valuable item
that peace is to a war torn world
more precious than treasure. We
would continue to ask that God
wouldgrant each ofyouHisperfect
peace. We are also thankful for El
der Bro. Andy Stoller (Sis.
Roberta, Smithville, OH) and El
der Bro. Ken Indermuhle (Sis.
Linda, Sardis, OH) who helped
with this work and for Bro. Sam
Schlatter (Sis. Linda, Junction,
OH) who had our Adult Sunday
School class and for Bro. Victor
Bauman (Sis. Brenda, Smithville,
OH) who had the morning service.
Thereweremany others that came
to show their support for Bro.Josh
that weekend and we are thankful
for each one. We would ask that
God would continue to bless Bro.
Josh and keep him safe from the
snares ofSatan while he is going to
college at Purdue.

ARIZONA, PHOENIX
Ron and Ev Hoerr

"Have not I commanded thee?
Be strong and ofa good courage; be
not afraid, neither be thou dis
mayed: for the Lord thy God iswith
thee whithersoever thou goest."
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Joshua 1:9

In these troubling times is it not
the greatest assurance and com
fort that we can find instant peace
and solace in the Bible!

A personal note: All those years
ago, you didn't mark up a new Bi
ble. Sometime in the last 49 years
we had lightly marked Joshua 1:9.
For which major catastrophe was
it? But strong and courageous we
all need to be, dear ones, at all
times.

Our annual Sunday School
church picnic was October 28. It
was was a beautiful day with blue
skies and 91 degrees. Fellowship,
fun and food were enjoyed by
many. The children singing before
the group was fit for the Lord!

Singing- where are the birds?
At one time we read that cellular
phones, hardware, and reflections
were part ofthe trouble. Even Inca
doves are rare, even sparrows,
grackles, woodpeckers, catbirds,
Sambel quail. Glad the blue sky
and themountains are so peaceful,
but we miss our numerous birds.

We have other blessings to
count, along with Bro. Randy and
Sis. Stefanie Wuethrich's. Alexa
Helyn was born October 8. Her sib
lings are Jared and Kailey. Grand
parents are Bro. Robert and Sis.
Christine Baum and Bro. Richard
and Sis. Nola Wuethrich
(Francesville, IN).

Our World Relief workers are
busy making comforters and sea
sonal gifts for many who rejoice to
receive some love.

We enjoyed hearing the engage
ment of Bro. Jeremy Ebert to Sis.
Janelle Hohulin. Their wedding
will be December 30th in
Goodfield, IL.

Our visiting ministers were
Bros. Curt Kaufman (Tucson, AZ),
Tom Troxel (LaCrosse, IN), Jeff
Bahr (Kiowa, KS) and Walter
Herrmann (Princeville, IL).
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Thanks so very much and come
back soon.

Seasons Greetings to all our
readers from your loved ones in
Phoenix.

ARIZONA, PRESCOTT
Jane Hodges

The marriage of Bro. Tim
Furrer (Bro. Jim and Sis. Rowena)
and Sis. Janon Fiechter (Bro. Don
and Sis. Suzie) was held in
Bluffton, IN, on November 11. The
couple plan to reside in Prescott
andwewarmlywelcomeSis. Janon
to our congregation.

Bro. Henry Volz was hospital
ized with pneumonia for almost
two weeks at the Veterans Hospi
tal in Prescott, butwas releasedbe
fore Thanksgiving and is
continuing to regain his strength
at home.

Our ministering brothers this
month included Bros. Jeff Grimm
(Goodfield, IL), Walter Herrmann
(Princeville, IL), Ken Lawson and
James Emch (both ofPhoenix). We
thank them all for traveling the
miles and giving of their time to
serve us. May God richly bless
them and their families.

ARIZONA, TUCSON
Lisa Knapp

Elder Bro. Jon Kokanovich
(Phoenix, AZ) spent the day with
us recently. As it happens, Bro.
Curt was home sick that day, so
Bro. Jon's visit was especially ap
preciated. We thank Bro. Jon for
allowing God to use him as a ser
vant on the pulpit that day. God's
timing is really perfect.

Bro. Jim Meiss (Phoenix, AZ)
and his familyjoined us for the day
on October 21. Bro. Curt and his
family were traveling, so there
would have been an empty pulpit
here. We pray God will bless Bro.
Jim and his family for allowing
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God to change their schedule in or
der to be used in His plan.

It was good to see Bro. Floyd
Banwart assemblingwith us again
after spending some time in the
hospital. We pray God will watch
over Bro. Floyd and Sis. Clara as
they are home together again.

Many thanks to everyone who
took time out of their busy Satur
day to come to our semi-annual
church cleaning on November 3.
It's nice to see different genera
tions offamilies working together
to keep our church building clean
and orderly. May God add His
blessing.

Our version of winter is finally
here with temperatures in the 70' s
and even a little rain and cloudi
ness once in awhile.

CALIFORNIA, ALTADENA
JimKlotzle

Greetings from southern Cali
fornia!

Looking back on every
Thanksgiving and Christmas sea
son that has come and gone in our
lives, we can get a good picture of
our spiritual walk. Truly, no two
years have ever been the same.
Where and with whom did we cele
brate? Howwereourrelationships
with our family and friends? Was a
new life just beginning in our
midst or a loved one missing from
the circle? Had we grown closer to
the Lord or felt the hollow lone
someness of separation? Times of
joy and times ofpain come to mind.
Where are we today?

"For which cause we faint not;
but though our outward man per
ish, yet the inwardman is renewed
day by day. For our light affliction,
which is but for a moment,
worketh for us a far more exceed
ing and eternal weight of glory;
While we look not at the things
which are seen, but at the things
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which are not seen: for the things
which are seen are temporal; but
the things which are not seen are
eternal."

II Corinthians 4:16-18

The Altadena congregation
held an engagement shower for
Sis. Sarah Aberle and Bro. Jeremy
Ringer this month. We ask God's
blessings on them as they step for
ward together in their walk with
the Lord. Thanks to all who
worked to make that evening pos
sible.

Our visiting ministers this
month were Bro. Dale Stoller
(Fairbury, IL) and Bro. Jim Koehl
(San Diego, CA). We extend warm
thanks for their service on our be
half.

We welcome Bro. Reuben and
Sis. Crystal Luthi back to our area
for the winter. Their presence in
our congregation is a blessing.

CALIFORNIA, SAN DIEGO
Peggy Jevremov

We were very blessed this past
month with many visiting minis
ters. Among themwere Elder Bro.
John Lehman (Sis. Connie, Bern,
KS), Bro. Rick Plattner (Sis. Mary
Ann, Peoria, IL), Bro. Randy Gas
ser (Sis. Sue, Detroit, MI), Bro.
Mike Rieker (Sis. Carol, Peoria,
IL), and Bro. Tom Waldbeser (Sis.
Susan, Atlanta, GA). We appreci
ate their willingness to serve us
during their visit and pray the
Lord will continue to bless their
ministry.

As the Christmas season ap
proaches, our Sunday School chil
dren are beginning to practice
their songs and pieces for our pro
gram. They are always eager to
speak and sing about Jesus. It
causes us to stop and think. Are
we, also as His children, eager to
speak about Jesus to those with
whom we come in contact in our
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daily walk oflife? Are we truly let
ting our lights shine or are we hid
ing it under a bushel?

In the world in which we live,
Christ is almost taken out of
Christmas by all the rushing about
in gift-giving and get-togethers.
May we each do our part to keep
Christ the foremost part of our
family's Christmas. As our
thoughts go far beyond the humble
manger to the old rugged cross,
may our hearts be flooded with
thankfulness for God's gift to us,
His only begotten Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord and Saviour.

KITCHENER, ONTARIO
CANADA

Nathan Reutter
Greetings in the name of our

dear Lord Jesus, brethren. We
have had a relatively quiet month
here in Kitchener. We had two vis
iting ministers, two all church
singings, and a death. The good
Lord has been with us by allowing
us the blessings of fellowship and
singing and comforted us in the
sorrows that camewith thedeath.

Our two visiting ministers this
month have been Bro. Keith Beyer
(Sis. Alisa, Detroit, MI) and Bro.
Ron Palitto (Sis. Lynell, Akron,
OH). We were againjoyful that the
preaching was of the Holy Spirit.
We just pray that our friends will
understand and know that they
must repent andbecome converted
if they are to see yonder shore so
bright!

We also enjoyed the singings,
and the families that hosted them.
It takes some effort to host a sing
ing and yet the blessings experi
enced from it always outweigh the
work put in to make it happen. The
fellowship we experience during
these times is also very encourag
ing and strengthening. These
times give us an opportunity to talk
to brethren of our concerns and
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cares and gives them opportunity
to share their experiences andbur
dens, too. It always seems to be a
mutually beneficial time.

Another beneficial time in a be
liever's life is told us in Ecclesias
tes 7 :2. Here it says that it is better
to go to the house of mourning
than to go to the house of feasting:
for that is the end of all men; and
the living will lay it to his heart.
This month we had the opportu
nity to do just that. Our dear Sis.
Barb Ursu lost her mother this
month. JulieWalter was a beloved
and cherished sister in our sister
church in Kitchener (there were
over four hundred lines signed in
the guest book at her viewing). She
will be missed by her family and
church family. We wish all of the
grieving souls the comfort and
peace of the Holy Spirit.

May those of us left behind not
neglect to visit thehouse ofmourn
ingwhen the opportunity presents
itself. It offers the chance to re
member the sobering reality that
we will not be living forever and
thatwemustmakepreparation for
eternity if we are to enjoy it. The
house ofmourning also helps us to
realize the impact people make in
the life of others. When there are
many tears it shows us that the
person had made a difference in
many lives.

May God's peace, love and grace
rest upon you in the days ahead.
May we not be terrified by the
things happening in the world
around us. Instead let us be fo
cused onbeingthebright and shin
ing light to a sinfulworld. Let usbe
full of good works and full of the
fruit of the Spirit.

COLORADO,DENVER
Mike and Heather Katanic
Our congregation recently had

several people travel to Imuris,
Mexico, to help with construction
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needs at the orphanage. We are
thankful they had a safe and
blessed trip. It is so rewarding to
see the children and their happi
ness with so little.

This past month we sang famil
iar hymns to Sis. Elizabeth
Schaeffer (Bluffton, IN) who is in a
nursinghome in Colorado Springs.
Wewere touched to see her so alert
and talkative. She perked up and
sang along with us for many of the
songs she remembered and she
asked us to take her greetings back
to church with us.

We look forward to listening to
the Sunday School children pres
ent their Christmas program to us.
Wishing you a blessed Christmas
season as we remember Jesus'
birth.

"Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace, good will to
ward men."

Luke2:14

CONNECTICUT
ROCKVILLE
Cherie Galat

"The heart of the prudent
getteth knowledge; and the ear of
the wise seeketh knowledge."

Proverbs 18:15

Elder Bro. Robert Walder
(Congerville, IL) assisted our El
der Bro. Kevin Ryan in the service
of reading the Memorandum. We
are so thankful for wise counsel
and direction. May we continue to
uphold each other in the faith aswe
seek outHiswill. Also servingus as
aminister ofthe gospel inpast days
was Bro. Gary Anliker (Elgin, IL).
May God richly bless his efforts to
serve us.

We gathered on a Saturday eve
ning for a reception for Bro. Ste
phen and Sis. Julie Lanz with a
singing following. We entreat
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God's blessing upon them and
hope the Lord continue to guide
and direct them as they walk to
gether as husband and wife.

At home, 'tis well!
There palms of peace abounding
Are gently cooling us, hot from

the strife;
O'ercome now are all pains of pil

grim life;
The cries of fear give way to

psalms resounding.
Zion's Harp #170

Our prayers and sympathy ex
tend to the family of Sis. Emma
Herzig, who passed from this life.
She leaves her sister, Sis. Anna
Thompson, her brothers, Henry
(Agnes) and Walter Limberger, a
sister-in-law, Dorothy Limberger,
and extended family. MayHe com
fort and console each one.

"Blessed be the Lord, who daily
loadeth us with benefits, even the
God of our salvation. Selah."

Psalm 68:19

Wehave so much to be thankful
for ...that He sent Jesus to die for
our sins, for daily food and drink,
for freedom of worship. We truly
are a blessed people.

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
WASHINGTON

Henrietta Meyer
"TheLordwill provide" appears

in several hymnswe sing. This was
again shown to us this month. Bro.
Mike Rieker (Peoria, IL) was out
here to serve as minister but was
too sick to leave his hotel room un
til time to get the plane back home.
Bro. Everett and Sis. Nancy
Gerber (Rockville, CT) were in the
area for ten days with her grand
children so we did have a minister
that Sunday and the next one. Our
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otherminister thismonthwas Bro.
Bruce Hohulin (Goodfield, IL). We
are so thankful for these brothers
coming to serve us.

Our church services are usually
held the first, third, and fourth
Sundays of the month at the
Tysons Corner Westpark (Best
Western) Hotel, located about one
mile west ofthe Beltway (I-495) on
Route 7. Song service begins at
10:15 a.m., worship service at
10:30; afternoon service begins at
12: 15 p.m. There will be no service
December 23, 2001.

If you are planning to visit
Washington, DC for vacation or
business, please call Bro. Barry
Steffen (410) 569-3635 for assis
tance and to let us knowhowmany
to expect for Sunday services. If
you would like to get together on
Saturday evening, please let us
know that also.Wewouldbe happy
to have an evening of fellowship
and/or singing.

FLORIDA
NORTH FORT MYERS

Dorothy Beer
Wewelcome many ofour winter

residents who have returned and
are again worshipping with us.

Notmany couples have thepriv
ilege ofcelebrating 70years ofmar
riage as Bro. Roland and Sis. Viola
Keller will on November 26. Also
Sis. Viola had her 91st birthday on
November 7. Our congratulations
and best wishes to them. We pray
that God will continue to bless and
keep them in His care.

A time of good fellowship and
good food was enjoyed by all who
attended the annual church picnic
at our home (Vic Beer) on Novem
ber 4.

Bro. Rob and Sis. Anjie Baum
and three sweet children are mov
ing back to Morton, IL. We will
miss them, and sincerely wish
them God's richest blessings.
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At this season ofThanksgiving,
let us always remember every
blessing comes from God.

FLORIDA,SARASOTA
Carol Koehl

Bro. Jeremy and Sis. Melissa
Miller are happy first-time parents
of twin boys, David George and
Jonathan Douglas, born October
25. Grandparents are Elder Bro.
Doug and Sis. Linda Sabo.

We also want to sincerely wel
come Bro. Nathan, Sis. Sheila, Na
than, Heidi, and Douglas Sabo,
who have recently moved here
from Mansfield, OH.

Hospital patients have been Sis.
Marie Reardon, Bro. Ernie Buser,
and Bro. Pete Plattner (Peoria,
IL).

Bro. Virgil Kaeb has been cho
sen for the ministry in Sarasota.
We pray that God's abundant
grace, strength, and blessings will
be with Bro. Virgil as he assumes
this serious responsibility. Elder
Bro. DaleEisenmann(Chicago, IL)
was here to assist Elder Bro. Doug
during this special time.

Other visiting ministers this
past month were Elder Bro. Aaron
Steffen (Alto, Ml) and Bro. Ron
Heiniger (Bloomington, IL). We
thank all of our ministers for lend
ing themselves so unselfishly in
God's service.

We are happy to see our winter
residents returning, and we are
very appreciative for all they do for
our little church.

GEORGIA, ATLANTA
John Brewer

With the hurry and bustle ofthe
holiday season, it is so easy to lose
focus on the important things that
we hold dear. The Christmas holi
day activities keeps us busier
which is addedwith our normal ob
ligations in lifewhich gives us a full
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schedule already. Add the stress
and uncertainty of the past few
months, and you have a whirlwind
of activities, thoughts and respon
sibilities. David gave us some ad
vice in Psalm 46 about staying in
focus when circumstances get
busier and more uncertain. In
verse 10 it is written:

"Be still and know that I am
God. I am exalted among the hea
then, I am exalted in the earth."

Our congregation was blessed
with many visiting ministers this
past month. We would like to
thank Bros. Frank Sauder (Sis.
Kathy, Roanoke, IL), Virgil
Metzger (Sis. Mary, Chicago, IL)
and Wallace Ramsier (Sis. Helen,
Mansfield, OH). We appreciate the
love and the time they have given
to bring us the Spirit inspired
Word.

Ifyou are in the Atlanta area or
passing through, our church fam
ily enjoys the added fellowship
from other believers. Our Sunday
service starts with singing at 10: 15
and midweek services are on the
2nd and 4th Wednesdays of each
month. Our church is located in
Fairburn, GA, southwest of At
lanta. We are approximately 15
miles southwest of the airport on
1-85 south at exit 64 (Jonesboro
Rd). Onceyou get offwe are exactly
four miles west of the exit. Please
contact either Bro. TomWaldbeser
(770) 463-4778, Bro. Linn Stoller
(770) 631) 4554, Bro. Keith
Kaufman (770) 304-8335 or Bro.
John Brewer (770) 304-8706 ifyou
have any questions orjust to tell us
you are stopping through.

ILLINOIS, BELVIDERE
Doreen Moser
Sheila McCoy

"Enter into his gates with
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thanksgiving, and into his courts
with praise: be thankful unto him,
and bless his name."

Psalm 100:4

As our nation has celebrated
Thanksgiving, may we as servants
of the most High thank the Lord
every day for our many blessings.

I am never weary reading,
hearing of His wondrous love:
How His loving tender mercy,
draws us to His home above.

Hymns ofZion #75

Our visiting ministers this
month that have read and ex
horted on God's Holy Word were
Bros. Tom Schambach (Elgin, IL),
Wayne Laubscher (Cissna Park,
IL), Tom Troxel (LaCrosse, IN)
and Paul Zimmerman (Forrest,
IL). May ourministers never tire of
reading the Bible and may we as
hearers nevergrowweary oflisten
ing.

I prize the friendship highest
of the one whose heart is true,
Friends who live by truth and

goodness
and who live in Him anew,
Friends whose hearts are up in

heaven
Thou their feet traverse this sod,
Find a place of highest merit
in our fellowship with God.

Hymns ofZion #91

Our church was filled with visi
tors on the weekend of invite - a -
friend. Christian friendships were
strengthened and we thank all of
you who took the time to share the
weekend with us.

"Death is not extinguishing the
light; it is putting out the lamp be
cause dawn has come."
-Apples ofGold
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Our sympathy is extended to
Bruce Banwart and his family as
his grandmother, Eunice Koehl,
passed away on October 23. May
the manymemories make the days
ahead easier to bear.

"Trusting in God" was Bro.
Dean Steffen's topic at the
monthly Bible Study in Madison.
Bro. Jim Jepson held the Bible
study in Belvidere and focused on
"Redemption". Without trust in
God, would redemption be possi
ble?

0, may I seek the souls who stray
And save them from destruction,
And through Thy holy love still

lead
Them to Thy congregation,
May pray'rs and pleadings pene

trate
To warn them of their lost estate.

Zion's Harp #113

As a congregation we gathered
together on the weekend of No
vember 17-18 to install a new min
ister. Bro. Ted Schock (Sis. Heidi)
was chosen to preach the Word.
Our prayers are with their family
as new responsibilities have come
their way. As a congregation, we
were also reminded ofour duties to
support our ministers. We were
blessed to have Elder Bros. Ron
Schambach (Elgin, IL) and Art
Bahler (Fairbury, IL) in our midst
to do the Lord's work.

Life Without a Purpose...
Life without a purpose is barren

indeed
There can't be a harvest unless

you plant seed,
There can't be attainment unless

there's a goal
And man's but a robot unless

there's a soul.
Ifwe send no ships out, no ships

will come in,
And unless there's a contest, no-
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body can win...
For games can't be won unless

they are played,
And prayers can't be answered

unless they are prayed ...
So pray for a purpose to make life

worth living,
And pray for the joy of unselfish

giving...
For great is your gladness and

rich is your reward
When you make your life's pur

pose the choice of the Lord.

As we approach another holiday
season, may we let others know the
purpose of our life here on earth
and share with others thejoy ofthe
Lord.

ILLINOIS
BLOOMINGTON-NORMAL

Shawn Masters
Ann Kellenberger

We were blessed to have Bros.
DavidZehr (Gridley, IL) andGlenn
Dill (Tremont, IL) worship with
our church family this month.

Bro. Larry and Sis. Jeannine
Mariani are very blessed parents.
Their two sons, David and Brian,
have turned to the Lord in repen
tance. We rejoicewith their family.

Our church family was very
busy with several activities this
month. The Sunday School chil
dren enjoyed a harvest party on
October 31. This gives our chil
dren an excellent alternative to
other secular activities. Bro. Kevin
Knapp spoke at our family night
Bible study. His topic was "Living
in Troublesome Times". We also
had several from our congregation
leave on a work team to Jamaica.
Several collections were taken to
remember those less fortunate this
holiday season. We donated items
for Thanksgiving Day baskets and
Christmas shoeboxes. This was a
good reminder of what our focus
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should be this holiday.
We are thankful to hear that

Bro. Bill Denick (Sis. Shirley) is
home and recovering from heart
surgery. We pray for God's healing
hand upon him.

ILLINOIS, BRADFORD
Chad and LauraLee Plattner

On October 28, Bro. Bill Stahl
(Bro. Lyle and Sis. Betty,
Princeville, IL) and Sis. Kristal
Wagenbach (Bro. Lawrence and
Sis. Elaine, Princeville, IL) were
united in Holy Matrimony. We
pray that God will bless them as
they fulfill God's purpose for their
lives.

May God bless the followingvis
iting ministers who have recently
been with us: Elder Bro. Dennis
Warner (Lester, IA) and Bros. Glen
Braker (Princeville, IL), Craig
Martin (Princeville, IL), and
Vernon Wettstein (Congerville,
IL).

Note of Thanks:
I would like to express my sin

cere thanks to all for the kind deeds
shown to me after my knee sur
gery. May God bless you.

Sis. Lucille Kieser

ILLINOIS
CHAMPAIGN-URBANA

Samuel and Pamela Furrer

"For by grace ye are saved
through faith; and that not ofyour
selves: it is the gift of God.. ."

Ephesians 2:8

The last Sunday in October was
very special forus as KurtMetzger,
son of Sis. Jeanne (Schlatter)
Metzger, gave a testimony of his
conversion and was baptized into
the family of believers. We wel
come our Bro. Kurt and ask for
God's continued blessings on his
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walk. Shortly after her son's bap
tism, Sis. Jeanne had surgery on
her shoulder. She did quite well
and is back to her normal busy
schedule.

Just prior to Thanksgiving, our
Sunday School children shared
their blessings by preparing sev
eral boxes offood for two local fam
ilies. The younger children stayed
at church with a few teachers and
colored pretty Thanksgiving pic
tures to decorate the boxes which
wouldhold the food. The older chil
dren accompanied their teachers
to do the grocery shopping. The
families receivingthe food had sev
eral young children and were quite
thankful for the boxes of food.

Our University of Illinois stu
dent grouphosted several students
from Illinois State University
(Bloomington-Normal) to prepare
Christmas gift boxes for children
in the Casa de Elizabeth orphan
age in lmuris, Mexico. The stu
dents prepared agift box for each of
the children there (about 60 cur
rently and they are expecting 10
more). These boxes will be shipped
to Phoenix and the church there
will see that they get to the orphan
age and are distributed. This was a
very nice way for the students to
help the local church, the Mexican
orphans, and World Relief! Over
the next month, our Sunday
School children will also be prepar
ing some packages for children
through theWorldReliefprogram.

Elder Bro. Chuck Hemmer
(Peoria, IL) spent the day with us,
then assisted our Elder Bro.
Wayne Banwart in the reading of
the Memorandum from the Elder
Conference. Other visiting minis
ters this pastmonth includedBros.
Chuck Kellenberger (Elgin, IL),
Bob Pflederer (Morton, IL), Jeff
Thames (Washington, IL), and
Dave Zehr (Gridley, IL). We sin
cerely appreciate each minister
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who came to be with us during the
past month.

ILLINOIS, CHICAGO
Jill Rager

When you hear the word "free"
are you skeptical? We are taught
"there is no such thing as a 'free
lunch'". Well,duringthisseasonof
gift-giving and receiving, the Sav
iour offers us much more thanjust
a lunch.

",..by the righteousness of one
the free gift came upon all men
unto justification of life."

Romans 5:18

We rejoice that Hope Nenadov
(Bro. Paul and Sis. Marilyn, Eu
reka, IL) has grasped hold of this
free gift of salvation. We pray that
her faith can grow strong during
this repentance process.

The blessing of visiting minis
ters certainly can feel like agift. El
der Bro. Everett Hari (Blooming
ton-Normal, IL) assisted in our
Communion services. Elder Bro.
Ron Schambach (Elgin, IL) and
Bro. TomWaldbeser (Atlanta, GA)
shared the inspiration of God's
Word with us, and Bro. Byron
Stoller (Gridley, IL) presented a
topical Bible study regarding "Ac
countability". We want to express
our gratitude to these brothers for
serving us in these ways.

We feel like we are giving a gift
away as we bid farewell to Sis.
Ashley Wiegand who will be at
tending college in central Illinois.
We wish her God's blessings and
know she will be a blessing in her
new home.

As we consider the gift we were
given at Christmas, let us respond
as did the wise men, diligently
seeking the King to present Him
with their finest and to humbly
worship Him.

)
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ILLINOIS, CISSNA PARK
Denise Walder

Cheryl Eisenmann
Our congregation was once

again saddenedby the loss ofadear
brother. Bro. George Winger
passed away on November 8 at the
age of 101. We extend our sympa
thy to his children, Sis. Irma Jean
Knapp, Sis. Marilyn Winger, Sis.
Lila Winger, and Gordon Winger
(Aldine).

On October 21 Bro. JoshWalder
(Bro. Denny and Sis. Sharon) was
united in marriage to Sis. Tina
Knobloch (Bro. Roger and Sis.
Janet, Lester, IA). May God direct
this dear couple and each couple
who takes this step in life. We will
miss Bro. Josh as they make their
home in Lester.

We rejoice with Bro. Phil and
Sis. Charlotte Waldbeser on the
birth of their second daughter,
Molly Marie. Big sister Lisa and
grandparents, Bro. Fred and Sis.
JoanWaldbeserandBro. Gene and
Sis. ShirleyNester (Lester, IA), are
enjoying this precious gift from
Heaven.

We were blessed with visits
from the following ministers: Bro.
David Obergfel (Peoria, IL), Bro.
Art Mueller (Belvidere, IL), Bro.
Bob Beebe (South Bend, IN), Bro.
FredWitzig (Indianapolis, IN), El
der Bro. Everett Hari (Blooming
ton, IL), and Bro. Vernon
Wettstein (Congerville, IL).

Hospital patients thismonth in
clude Sis. Ilene Greiner, Sis. Sandy
Kaufmann, and Bro. HarryYoung.
May God's healing be with each
one.

ILLINOIS, CONGERVILLE
Glenna Rinkenberger

In my weakness He's my power;
In the darkness He's my light;
And when good deeds are accom-
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plished,
It is only through His might.
What good things my heart de-

sires,
It in Jesus Christ acquires.
Oh, the joy that He shall be
All and everything to me!

Zion's Harp #231 vs. 3

Oh, the joy that He shall be, all
and everything to Wendy
Rinkenberger (Bro. Mike and Sis.
Pat) who has left the world behind
and is seeking her salvation. We
rejoice with her and her family.

The Spirit's course was not re
strained nor the Word of God con
cealed by our visiting ministers.
We were inspired and instructed
by Bros. Bill Dotterer (Lamar,
MO), Glen Braker (Princeville,
IL), Rick Plattner (Peoria, IL), and
Wayne Wiegand (Goodfield, IL).
May God's blessings be on these
brothers who serve so diligently.

Undergoing surgery were Sis.
Kathe Hasty (the late Bro. Rich
ard) and Bro. Jay Steffen (Sis.
Melinda). Bro. Jay has been back
in church buthas had some compli
cations. Sis. Kathe is still recover
ing at home. May God's healing
hand be on them.

ILLINOIS, ELGIN
Amy Gasser

Kay Kellenberger

The Elgin congregation has
been encouraged, uplifted, chas
tised, and blessed as we listened to
the Brotherhood Conference
tapes. May we each earnestly heed
to thepromptingoftheHolySpirit.

The blessed story of the Christ,
The babe of Bethlehem,
Is worthy of our song and praise,
And stirs the hearts of men.
The fullness of God's love divine
Surrounds the Christ so mild.

SILVER LINING

Alas, how many only know
The Saviour as a child.

Our saving hope is all in vain,
If here our love should cease,
For in the man of Galilee,
We find the gift of peace.
'Tis not the babe but Christ the

man
Who walked in Galilee;
'Tis not the manger but the cross
That sets the spirit free.

Be not content this babe to know,
Nor stay at Bethlehem,
But go with Christ to Calvary's

brow
Beyond Jerusalem.
'Tis there men learn to know the

Christ,
For there He bore man's sin.
Then open wide the door of

heart,
And let the Saviour in.

Hymns ofZion #36

May our hearts be fully focused
on the most precious gift ever
given: Christ Jesus our Lord.

We were recently exhorted to
rejoice in the Lord, for His bless
ings are abundant. It is easy to be
come too focused on the road we
travel rather than the blessed
hoped-for destination. May we
continue to pray for our ministers
as they faithfully bring forth the
Word. We thank Bro. Ken Dietz
(Bradford, IL) and Elder Bro. Wes
Knapp (Goodfield, IL) for their
willing service for the Lord.

Our prayers are with the family
of Sis. Bertha Lauber, who passed
into eternity on November 3. Our
prayers are also extended to Sis.
Marge Wewetzer (Bro. Bill) in the
passing ofher nephew, Clyde Dan
iel Cooper; andto Sis. Ann Reber in
the loss of her brother, Eugene
Schladenhauffen.

May we pray for a speedy recov-
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ery for all of our dear loved ones
who have recently undergone sur
gery: Sis. Evie Gudeman (Bro.
Bill), DorothyJones (mother ofSis.
Sandy Kinsinger), Clint
Schambach (Bro. Bob and Sis.
Jeanne), Sis. Marge Wewetzer
(Bro. Bill), and Bro. Nathan
Steffen (Sis. Marilyn).

Loni Schock (Bro. Norm and
Sis. Ginny) and Tim Axford (John
and Joyce) were married on Octo
ber 13. Lynwood Schambach (Bro.
Don and Sis. Leann) and Jamie
Weiss (Bro. Roger and Sis. Karen)
recently have announced their en
gagement. Also, Marianne Cox
(Bro. Robert and Sis. DeAnne) is
engaged to Kevin Power (the late
Francis and Mary L. Power). May
each couple diligently seek the
Lord's guidinghand in their lives.

First-time parents, Jim and
Christine Berntsen, welcomed
Kaitlyn Rebecca into their family.
Her grandparents are Arnold and
June Berntsen and Bro. Frank and
Sis. Lois Schock. Also, first-time
parents are Wayne and Jennifer
Sauder as they welcomed their
first child, Ariana Lorraine, on
September 19. Her grandparents
are the late Roger and Sis. Gert
Sauder and the late Frank and Do
lores March.

'Twas grace that taught my heart
to fear,

And grace my fears relieved;
How precious did that grace ap

pear
The hour I first believed.

Hymns ofZion #97

Our hearts rejoice with Ben and
Stephanie Standish and Lucas
Young (Morris and Pat) who have
recently begun their repentance
and are turning their life to the
Lord. May they remember daily to
put on thewhole armor ofthe Lord,
standing fully equipped to resist
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the devil.

Note ofThanks:
I would like to give special

thanks to all for the prayers, cards,
and gifts oflove duringmy hospital
stay and recovery at home. May
God bless each and every one of
you.

Your least brother-in-faith,
Bro. Delbert Schmidt

ILLINOIS, EUREKA
Janet Zimmerman

There is yet room, our Lord is
not content,

though many guests are there.
He calls to all with love and kind

intent
His feast with all to share.
And by His loving interceding
He calls all men with earnest

pleading.
For yet there's room, for yet

there's room.
Hymns ofZion #129

We rejoice with the angels in
Heaven when a soul repents and
this month we are thankful we can
report several. Our new converts
are Pete Wettstein (Bro. Jake and
Sis. Mary), Evan Schmidgall (Bro.
Paul and Sis. Kris), Jonathon
Stoller (Bro. Jim and Sis. Janet),
Ben Rocke (Bro. Robyn and Sis.
Jan), David Knecht (Elder Bro.
Ervin and Sis. Sandy), Jarod
Leman (Bro. Chris and Sis.
Marlene),andHopeNenadov(Bro.
Paul and Sis. Marilyn). Hope re
cently moved to the Chicago area
and assembles with the Chicago
congregation. We wish each one
God's grace and guidance as they
begin to build a solid foundation.

Come to the feast, the Master has
prepared,

for there is room for all.
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He welcomes you, His glories He
will share,

Oh, heed His loving call...

Our thoughts and prayers are
with Bro. Sam Blunier, Sr. (Sis.
Liz) and Sis. Corine Hartter who
are in the hospital. May God be
with them and provide for their
needs.

On November 3 we listened to
the reading of the Memorandum.
We heard so many good exhorta
tions and timely warnings. Maywe
strive to walk a closer walk with
our Lord. We are thankful Elder
Bro. Roy Grimm and his wife, Sis.
Dona (Taylor, MO), could be here
and help Elder Bro. Ervin in this
duty.

Thankful for a precious baby
boy are Bro. Keith and Sis.
Michelle Knepp. Galen Keith was
born on November 18. His sister,
Emily, and brothers, Ross and
Grant, welcome him into their
hearts and home. Grandparents
are Elder Bro. Ervin and Sis.
Sandy Knecht and Gary Knepp
and Sis. Nancy Knepp (Washing
ton).

We wish Bro. Rich and Sis.
Marge Rocke God's richest bless
ings as they recently celebrated
their Golden Wedding Anniver
sary.

"I will lift up mine eyes to the
hills, from whence cometh my
help. My help cometh from the
Lord, which made heaven and
earth... "

Psalm 121

Our dear Sis. Evelina Sinn was
called to her Heavenly Home No
vember 10. We are thankful she
could be relieved of her earthly
cares and trials and now webelieve
she is resting peacefully in Jesus'
nearness. We have many precious
memories of Sis. Evelina as she
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lived to be 97. She was a very good
baker and will be remembered for
making delicious glazed dough
nuts for many different gather
ings. We extend our sympathy to
her sons, Richard (Roanoke) and
Bill (Florida), and to her many
other close relatives.

We also extend our heartfelt
sympathy to Bro. Ben Knapp on
the death of his sister, Anne
Strunk. She diedNovember 7. Bro.
Ben had recently been bringinghis
sister from the nursing home over
to church. May God fill this va
cancy left in his life.

Bro. Mike Rinkenberger
(Congerville, IL) was our visiting
minister November 11. May God
bless him for his labors. We are al
ways thankful for visiting minis
ters and likewise for our home
ministers who labor for us from
Sunday to Sunday. May God's
blessings be upon each one and
their families.

Bro. Mark Nenadov (Bro. Paul
and Sis. Marilyn) and Sis. Brenda
Grimm (Bro. Gerald and Sis.
Ruby) of Sabetha, KS, were united
in HolyMatrimony on October 28.
May God richly bless their union
and we extend a warm welcome to
Sis. Brenda to our congregation
and hope it won't be long before
she feels at home here.

Josh Knecht (Bro. Ernie and
Sis. Judie) and Shannon Weeks
(Dale and Debbie) ofMackinaw be
came husband andwife on Novem
ber 17. May God bless them as they
begin their new life together. We
likewise welcome Shannon to our
church.

Note of Thanks:
Dear Brethren and Friends,
The outpouring of God's love

has been shown us through the
many gifts, flowers and cards since
Leroy's illness.

A quote from my mother comes
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to mind. "A bud to the living is
worth more than a wreath to the
dead."

We thank each one and pray
God's blessings upon you.

Sincerely,
Bro.LeroyandSis. ClaraHuber

Note: Silver Lining collection
for Eureka subscribers is due in
January.

ILLINOIS, FAIRBURY
Tammy Hinrichsen

Joann Zehr
Several from our congregation

have spent some time in the hospi
tal, and we wish God's healing
strength to Sis. DonnaHuber (Bro.
Jesse) and Bro. Tom Steidinger
(Sis. Dianne).

One of our dear and faithful sis
ters, Sis. Lena Zehr, reached her
100th birthday on October 13, and
one week later, on October 20, she
was able to go to her eternal re
ward. We extend our sincere sym
pathy to her three remaining
sisters, Sis. Anna Steffen, Sis. Al
dine Steffen, and Fannie Steffen.

WealsowanttowishGod'scom
fort and our sympathy to Sis.
Gladys Slagel (Bro. Raymond) in
the death of her brother, Richard
Fehr.

Marion Rieger, 78, passed away
on November 3. Again, we extend
sincere sympathy to his son, Steve
Rieger (Sandra), and daughter,
Sis. Karen Steffen (Bro. Albert).
He was very sick in the last weeks
of his life, and we are so thankful
that he could turn to God in repen
tance and was able to acknowledge
that he was ready to die. What a
wonderful God and Saviour we
have!

Two homes were blessed with
baby boys. David James was born
on October 31 to Bro. James and
Sis. Carrie Tate. He has one
brother, Jonathan, and his happy
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grandparents are Bro. Harlan and
Sis. JeanKnapp andDonandMari
lyn Tate.

Also, Landon Leewas welcomed
into the home of Bro. Jason and
Sis. Joy Kilgus. He is a brother to
Courtney and Tyler, and his happy
grandparents are Bro. Dennis and
Sis. Jane Steidinger and Bro.
Duane and Sis. Arlene Kilgus.

We are happy for Charles and
Arlene Farley as they will be cele
brating their 50th wedding anni
versary in November 24. May God
bless them in their future years to
gether. They are the parents of
James Farley (Karla) ofOmaha,
NE, and Julie Bazzell (Gregg) of
Fairbury.

On Sunday, October 28, our Bi
ble Class hosted the Eureka Bible
Class. Visiting ministers for that
occasion were Bros. Mike
Rinkenberger (Congerville, IL)
and Dan Koch, Jr. (Tremont, IL).
Other visiting ministers the last
month have been Bros. Curt Rassi
(Tremont, IL), Erik Givens
(Princeville, IL), JerryWagenbach
(Oakville, IA), and Ralph Garber
(Morton, IL). We thank each one
for theirwillingness to serve on our
behalf and to bring us the living
Word ofLife. It is such ablessing to
be able to go to church andhear the
truth.

ILLINOIS, FORREST
Jean Knapp

Linda Anliker

Baptized into Thy name most
holy,

0 Father, Son and Holy Ghost,
I claim a place, though weak and

lowly
Among Thy seed, Thy chosen

host.
Immersed with Christ, I'm dead

to sin;
Thy Spirit now shall live within.
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Zion's Harp #47

May the light of our Lord for
ever shine in the lives of our new
brother and sisters in faith.
Making their covenant with our
Lord in baptismal waters were Sis.
Rebekah Stoller (Bro. Greg and
Sis. Jill), Sis. Leah Knapp (Bro.
Harlan and Sis. Jean) and Bro.
Corbin Anliker (Bro. Bob and Sis.
Linda).

We are thankful that the call of
the Lord is still going forth and an
other soul is seekingthe light ofthe
Lord in repentance. We pray God
will grant Courtney Livingston
much grace as she makes this
change in her life, submitting her
will unto His.

May God grant Bro. Troy (Sis.
Kathleen) Lanz and Bro. Karl (Sis.
Bethany) Edelman much grace
and wisdom as they have been
given the responsibility to teach
our children in Sunday School.

Visiting us for different occa
sions, we thank Elder Bros. Jon
Schmidgall (Oakville, IA) and Art
Bahler (Fairbury, IL) and Bros.
Glen Braker (Princeville, IL), Tim
Hohulin (Roanoke, IL), Todd
Stoller (Latty, OH) and Ken
Eisenmann (Cissna Park, IL) in
lending themselves in God's ser
vice.

Taking vows to be joined to
gether as husband and wife on Oc
tober 27 wereMark Steidinger and
JaNae Drayer. Their parents are
Bro. Dennis and Sis. Jane
Steidinger (Fairbury, IL) and Bro.
Wayne and Sis. GloriaDrayer. May
the Lord bless their marriage.

Time swiftly glides past. As one
couple has just begun married life
another couple, Bro. Clarence and
Sis. Doris Koehl, is reflecting on
the sixty years that has passed
since their wedding day. May they
continue to feel the Lord's blessing
and nearness.
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The precious gift of life was
given to Bro. Stan and Sis. Kristen
Mueller with the birth ofWade
Thomas. His siblings, Allison, Lin
coln, Nicole, and Stanton, and his
grandparents, Bro. Alfred and Sis.
Wanda Kupferschmid and Bro.
Ron and Sis. Loida Mueller, are
thankful for his arrival.

Spending time in the hospital
this past month were Sis. Viola
(Bro. Chris) Metz and Sis. Louise
(Bro. Les) Zimmerman. May God
grant healing and restoration.

Our sympathy is extended to
Bro. Norval and Sis. Wilma Knapp
in the death of his sister, Ann
Strunk (Morton, IL).

Note ofThanks:
I wish to thank everyone for the

cards, flowers and gifts oflove I re
ceived on my 95th birthday. God
bless each one.

Sis.Hazel Karcher

ILLINOIS, GOODFIELD
Heather Hohulin

We have had several weddings
the last few months. In October,
Chanel Zacha married Greg
Heuer. Parents are Bro. Gary and
Sis. Connie Allen, and Kenneth
and MaryEllen Heuer. In Novem
ber, Megan Colclasure and Robert
Schmidt were married. Their par
ents are the late Ron Colclasure
and Betty Colclasure and Wayne
and Marleen Schmidt. Also in No
vember, Sis. Jenni Grimmmarried
Bro. Matt Sauder. Their parents
are Bro. Jeff and Sis. Ruth Grimm
and Bro. Dale and Sis. Joann
Sauder. We rejoice with each of
these dear couples and pray that
God will bless their marriages.

Our prayers are with our hospi
tal patient this last month, Bro.
Tim Blunier (Sis. Susie). We pray
he is feeling much better and on
the road to recovery. Kristen Davis
(Bro. Noel and Sis. Molly) under-
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went surgery and we hope she is
healing fast. We also think of Bro.
Ivan Nohl (Sis. Pearl) and Sis.
Phyllis Zobrist (Bro. Howard) who
have been ill. We pray that God
would be with them all.

I failed to report the birth of a
baby boy. Justin and Sheri Zobrist
are first - time parents of Coleron
Matthew. May he be a blessing to
their lives.

Visiting ministers this month
were Bros. Allen Schambach (Sis.
Sarah), Steve Baner (Sis.
Donnalou), Brian Huber (Sis.
Jacki), Chuck Kellenberger (Sis.
Debbie) and Elder Bro. Charles
Sauder (Sis. Miriam). We are very
thankful for their service to us.

As we approach the Christmas
season, may we never forget the
reason we celebrate - the birth of
our Saviour.

Notes ofThanks:
Wewant to express our appreci

ation and sincere thanks to all who
helped bring in the harvest and for
the meals, gifts, cards and visits,
and especially all the prayers on
our behalf since Rick's accident.
MayGod keepyou andblessyou for
all your acts of love and kindness.

Love,
Bro. RickandSis. KathyKnapp

We would like to thank each of
you who sent cards, flowers, gifts
and food to help make my 70th
birthday special. We also appreci
ate the love, support andprayers of
each of you during my recent ill
ness. May God richly bless you for
your deeds of love and kindness.

Bro. Howard and Sis. Phyllis
Zobrist

ILLINOIS, GRIDLEY
Perry Klopfenstein

With a new year a short span
away, it illustrates how fast time
passes. Already we are nearly two
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years into a new century.
Because time is fleeting, and

passes quickly, the Word teaches
us to, "Redeem the time, for the
days are evil." That is good direc
tion for the believer, whose calling
is to build up thekingdomofGod.

On November 4, Sis. Maria
Klopfenstein was announced to be
married to Bro. Brandon Emch of
Kansas City,MO. She is the daugh
ter of Bro. Perry and Sis. Carol
Klopfenstein:. His parents are Bro.
Bill and Sis. Susan Emch
(Lamont-Gridley, KS). God works
in marvelous ways if His direction
is sought with a pure heart.

Bro. Dave Steffen had heart
by-pass surgery while in Florida.
Sis. Lucille Wagner is recovering
from hip surgery. Sis. Kay Hock
had foot surgery, and Sis. Kathy
Taylor is recovering from her re
cent surgery. Bro. Keith
Zimmerman is dealing with an ill
ness and he surely has our prayers
for recovery.

We were blessed with three vis
iting ministers on November 4:
Bros. Fred Eberhardt (Burlington,
IA), Brace Wieland (Leo, IN) and
Ted Hirstein (Morton, IL). On No
vember 11, we had Bro. Bill Emch
(Lamont-Gridley, KS) and Bro.
BrandonEmch (Kansas City, MO).
It was a blessing to have all these
dear brothers with us.

On the evenings ofNovember 4
and November 11, Gridley was the
host to ACYF. Our youth are our
"fond expectation" for the future,
and may God give us grace to nur
ture and train them up so when
they hear God's call to repentance
they will submit to His will.

Sis. Lulu Schlipf recently
moved into Sunrise Manor.

Several of our young members
attended theHigh Schoolweekend
at Peoria on November 3.

One of our ministers told an in
teresting account of an intended
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"deathbed conversion". Aman told
him of an experience he had. This
man always intended to wait until
he was near death to repent. A
short time ago he was on an air
plane flight, and the plane got into
trouble. The pilot announced the
plane was going down, and would
likely crash. Flight attendants had
the passengers strap on their seat
belts and position pillows behind
their necks, as a plane crash
seemed imminent.

With what seemed like certain
death, did theman repent and turn
to God? The answer is no. Rather,
he became angry and actually
cursed God. Panic and terror
seized him and repentancewas im
possible.

Somehow, the pilot was able to
gain control ofthe airplane, and di
sasterwas averted. The incident il
lustrates the folly of waiting until
just before the end of one's life to
repent. Circumstances then are no
more convenient than the present.
There is never a more "convenient
day" than today to seek God in a
true repentance.

Maymultitudes hear the tender
call of the Lord today!

ILLINOIS, MORTON
Phyllis Farney

Cheryl Wuthrich
The funeral for LaVern

Rinkenberger was held at Morton
church November 7. We rejoice
that he was able to make peace
with his Lord before his passing.
The Lord is merciful. Lavern has
four brothers, Verden (Elma), Bro.
Cleo (Sis. Esther), Ed (Dorothy)
andGlenn (Ginger). His sisters are
Waunita (Sam) Hirstein, and Sis.
Bernice (Bro. Henry) Rapp. May
the Lord comfort each and every
one of them and draw them to
Him.

Bro. Alvin Heiniger is now
walking the streets of gold in the
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presence of the Lord. He died on
November 8. May the Lord
strengthen and comfort his wife,
Sis. Laverne; his son, Keith; and
his daughter, Shirley Wilson; his
brother, Bro. Lester Heiniger; and
his sisters, Sis. Larene Heiniger
and Viola Huette.

On November 10 the engage
ment of Bro. Tate Kaiser to Sis.
Melissa Criss (Peoria, IL) was
made known. Bro. Tate's parents
are Bro. Fred and Sis. Chelly. Sis.
Melissa's parents are Bro. Mark
and Sis. Linda. We wish them
God's richest blessings and contin
ued guidance as they join their
lives.

We are happy to welcome two
families who have decided to make
Morton their home church. They
are Bro. Andy and Sis. Holly
Kieser; and Bro. Rod and Sis.
TeresaBlunier and their children.

Bro. Bob and Sis. Marvel
Knobloch celebrated their 50th
wedding anniversary this month.
We are thankful for the Godly ex
ample of a loving family.

November 10-11 our young
group hosted brothers and sisters
from several churches throughout
the land. It was a blessing to have
them with us for the weekend and
it was an opportunity for many
lasting friendships to be estab
lished.

Morton held a Benefit Dinner
November 17-18. This project in
volves the Sunday School Bible
Class as well as all others who wish
to participate. It is held every other
year. It is a time of fellowship and
worship through song. Blessings
were abundant for all who at
tended and participated.

We wish to thank Bros. Kevin
Knapp (Bloomington, IL) and Ron
ald Allenbach (Kiowa, KS) for
bringing the Word to us this
month.
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ILLINOIS, PEORIA
Peter and Mabel Weber
Especially in troubling times,

God, the main factor in our lives,
draws our attention to sin and evil
andwhatmust be done about it. Is.
14:14 states, "I will ascend above
the heights of the clouds; I will be
like the most High" and verse 12,
"How art thou fallen from heaven,
0 Lucifer, son ofthe morning, how
art thou cut to the ground, which
didst weaken the nations!" Gene
sis 3 describes the fall ofAdam and
Eve, turning the world around and
causing mankind to be born of sin
and, by nature, contributing to sin
while going through life. They
were created to live forever but
their sin contaminated their bod
ies and they began to deteriorate.
God forgives sin but there is agreat
price to pay, which cost the life of
Jesus. He promised to shed His in
nocent blood for our sins, but "in
the sweat ofthy face shalt thou eat
bread, till thou return unto the
ground" (Gen. 3:19). Don't flirt
with sin as there is no way you can
win. After it is committed, God
puts on the pressure andwe cannot
hide and run from Him. We must
serve the Lord with what we were
given (Matt. 25:15-46). How dowe
use our (the Lord's) resources, the
talents we were given? Search
what the Lord wants us to do, use
our mind to lift Him up. Are we
willing to have faith for a moment
and then quit, or have a believing
faith, which sustains us? A life in
Christ is a process of growth and
letting the peace of God, which
passes all understanding, come
into our lives. He who overcomes
will escape the second death (Elder
Bro. Chuck Hemmer, Bros. Tim
Roecker, Mike Rieker, Dave
Obergfel, Rick Plattner, Tim Funk
10/21 and 28).

Special thanks to the Young
Group for their annual Senior Citi-
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zens Dinner on October 27 at the
FellowshipHall, followed by aspir
itual and patriotic liederkranz and
appropriately concluding with
"God be with you."

Jesus tells Peter in Luke 5 to
launch out into the deep and let
down the NETS (4). Peter replied
they had fished all night, taken
nothing but would let down the
NET at His command (5). The
catch was so great they had to call
another ship for help (7). Let's let
down ALL the nets and carry out
what the Scriptures tell us to do
(Elder Bro. ChuckHemmer 10/31).

The focus of the November 4-5
High School weekend was "The
Beatitudes - Where true Happi
ness begins." We thank Bros. Ted
Hirstein, Jaye Rinkenberger and
Mark Streitmatter for their in
spired presentations and Sis. Ka
ren Waibel and her committee for
organizing this event.

101 + was Jack Hemmer's age
when he passed away recently at
the home of a grandson in Boise,
ID. He was Elder Bro. Chuck
Hemmer's uncle and came to
Princeville in 1923 with Chuck's
father, Bro. Max Hemmer, from
Niedereggenen, Germany.

We thank Bro. Darren Plattner
(Champaign, IL) for his family
night service on November 7 about
"Honoring our Relationships" ...
with God (because He is worthy
and showed us Hismercy), parents
and others. To honor means to re
vere someone above and beyond
the call of duty and is a matter of
the heart. We honor God by honor
ing His Son and the relationships
He has placed into our lives.We are
called to "in honour preferring one
another" (Rom. 12:10) and must
make a choice to honor or dis
honor, like God honored us by giv
ing us eternal life.

Recent nonagenarian birthdays
were: Bros. Irvin Leman (96), Les
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Wagenbach (93), Roy Sauder (92),
Sisters Katherine Knapp (99),
Anna Schneider (98), Marie Hoerr
(91), Veralrions (90), Lillian Koehl
(90 - gone to Zapata, TX, for the
winter) and Edna Binkele (94). We
wish them the Lord's blessings to
their further walk of life. All but
Sis. Lillian are Skylines residents.

There is no guarantee oflife and
God will provide the time-table for
our lives. The sting of death is di
minished by feeling not alone as
many are sharing the loss of loved
ones and praying for the bereft
families. Bro. Herb Schwenk (91)
went to his reward on November 9
and we express our sincere sympa
thy to his wife, Sis. Ida; son, Bro.
Doug; and daughter, Paula Sloan;
and their families. Sis. Gertrude
Sauder, beloved wife of retired El
der Bro. Roy Sauder, went to be
with the Lord on November 10 at
the Skylines after 63 years of de
voted married life. We wish Bro.
Roy the nearness and sustenance
of the Lord and express our deep
condolences to him, sons, Bro. Ken
and Steven, and the other family
members. Sis. GloriaHeiniger (69)
passed away at Restmore on No
vember 7 and we express our sym
pathy to her sister, Eldora Young,
and brother, Vernon.

Hospital patients were Bro.
Walter Merkle and Sisters Marie
Hohulin, Lillian Koehl, Mick
Koehl, Pam Ober and Mabel
Schafer.

Congratulations to Sis. Melissa
Criss and Bro. Tate Kaiser (son of
Bro. Fred and Sis. Chelly Kaiser,
Morton, IL) on their engagement
announcement on November 11.

Thanksgiving: Ephesians 5:20
says, "Give thanks always for all
things unto God and the Father in
the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ." We are thankful for hav
ing enjoyed great abundance again
in the past year ... "Thou, 0 God,
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didst send a plentiful rain,
whereby thou didst confirm thine
inheritance, when it was weary."
(Psalm 68:9).

The annual Silver Lining collec
tion of$11.00 will be on January 6.
Please put your contributions into
the boxes in the church foyer or
mail them to Ken Hoerr, 9819 N.
Rt. 91, Peoria, IL 61615.

Where are they now?
Bro. David Sceggel graduated

from ISU last May and has been
teaching Technology Education in
London, England, since August.
He hopes to spend Christmas with
his family and then return to his
teachingjob until July 2002. Ifyou
don't get to him over the holidays,
you may send him wishes for the
Lord's blessings in the New Year
via e-mail: sceggel@hotmail.com.

Also expecting to be home for
the holidays is his brother, Bro.
Philip Sceggel, who is attending
Phoenix church while going to
school there. His e-mail is:
scegg@hotmail.com.

Note of Thanks:
Sis. Anna Schneider wishes to

thank everyone for their kind
wishes, cards and gifts for her 98th
birthday on October 29. May God
bless you all.

The Schneider family

ILLINOIS,PRINCEVILLE
Phyllis Knobloch

Crystal Streitmatter

To dwell among the restless,
where peace is so despised,
where evil spirits govern,
it fills my heart with sighs.
My home is up in heaven:
I am a stranger here.
Oh, God, I'll praise Thee ever,
When I am with Thee there.

Zion's Harp #242
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May our thoughts be "up in
heaven" this holiday season and
may we let the peace of God dwell
in our hearts.Jesus came as a little
babe but through His shed blood
we can look forward to life with
Him in Heaven.

Abeautifulbabygirlwas born to
Bro. Matt and Sis. Deanna Steffen
onOctober 17. Shehas been named
Liberty Jane and joins her sisters,
Myca, Olivia, Paige and Cherelle,
and brothers, Quinn and Ethan.
Grandparents are Elder Bro.
Aaron and Sis. Loretta Steffen
(Alto, Ml) and Bro. Howard and
Sis. Mary Ann Herrmann.

Also a sweet baby girl was born
to Bro. Mike and Sis. Julie Martin
on November 12 named Morissa
Nicole. Mitchell, Marshall andMe
lissa are so happy to have a baby
sister. Grandparents are Bro.
Kenny and Sis. Donna Gehrig and
Bro. WaltandSis.JanetJoos.May
God bless these happy families.

Our visiting ministers have
been Bros. Rick Plattner (Sis.
Mary, Peoria, IL), Bill Waibel (Sis.
Carol, Bay City, Ml) and Keith
Beyer (Sis. Alisa, Detroit, MI). We
thank themfor theirwillingness to
serve us.

TheDetroit choir andmany oth
ers visited us the first weekend in
November. Thankyou! Our hearts
rejoiced with them as they sang
manybeautiful hymns. Many ofus
joined in with the singing and felt
blessed as the voices blended to
gether. As I read the stories ofDa
vid, his singing becomes vivid to
me.Myfamilyhas alwaysbeenmu
sical, growing up as a child and
then raising our own family. Not
only evenings, but also many noon
hours in the summer were spent
singing. Our precious Zion's Harp
is my favorite hymnal and I still en
joy singing from it every morning.
How wonderful it is to know that
God hears our singing even if our
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talent is limited! With music in our
hearts it is well with our souls!

Open house was held at the
Heartland School on November 3.
Thank you to the many volunteers
who made this a reality! There are
38 precious children with four lov
ing teachers, Bro. Scott Endress,
Sis. Darcy Stoller, Sis. Mary Ehnle
and Sis. Rachel Knapp.

Surgical patients have been Sis.
LuannEndress (Bro.Jerold), Beau
Martin (Bro. Mike and Sis. Julie),
Sis. Jane Ehnle (Bro. Kurt), and
Travis Wieland (Bro. Bob and Sis.
Nancy). Ourprayersarewithyou!

The testimony of Ben Martin
(Bro. Sam and Sis. Mary) is sched
uled forDecember 1.May thepeace
of God continue to dwell in his
heart all the days of his life.

We wish for each ofyou many
Christmas blessings! Glory to God
in the Highest!

ILLINOIS, ROANOKE
Jenell Hodel
Linda Hodel

Silent night, holy night,
Son of God, love's pure light.
Radiant beams from Thy holy

face,
With the dawn of redeeming

grace,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.
Amen.

Hymns ofZion #42, vs. 3

We once again quickly near the
time where believers throughout
the world remember the birth of
our Lord and Saviour, Jesus
Christ, and truly what a special
and beautiful time it is to reflect on
the love of our Heavenly Father to
send us the most precious gift -
the salvation through His perfect
and Holy Son.

We trust Bro. Brad and Sis. Jill
Sauder are enjoying the birth of
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their son, CarterJon, born Novem
ber 14, as well as big sister, Elly,
and grandparents, Elder Bro. Tom
and Sis. Kathy Hoffman and Bro.
Bob and Sis. Jan Sauder.

We ask for healingmercies to be
extended to those who have been
hospitalized and also "injured"
this past month. They include: Sis.
Kathy Hoffman (Elder Bro. Tom),
Bro. Dick Bowald (Sis. Molly), Sis.
Jennifer Feucht (Bro. Matt), Colin
Hodel (Bro. Curt and Sis. Jenell)
and Bro. Larry Neukomm (Sis.
Sharon).

We are blessed to have six new
brothers in faith. They are: Luke
Fischer (Bro. Kevin and Sis.
Annette), Donnie Tolan (Don and
Jill), Mike Hodel (Willis and the
late Sis. Margaret) who gave their
testimonies and were baptized on
October 28; and Dustin Hodel
(Bro. Brad and Sis. Patty), Joshua
Lindberg (Bro. Rich and Sis. Julie)
andNate Sauder (Bro. Bob andSis.
Jan) who gave their testimonies
and were baptized on November
18. We were thankful to see Bro.
Bill Hodel be able to go to the pulpit
to assist with this!

Our visiting ministers this past
month were: Elder Bros. Earl
Ringger (Gridley, IL), Marvin
Leman (Bradford, IL) and Jesse
Beer (Milford, IN), and Bros. Erik
Givens (Princeville, IL), Tim Funk
(Peoria, IL) andEdKnecht (Silver
ton, OR).

Roanoke hosted College Week
end the third weekend in October,
theyoung group hosted a "Harvest
Party" as an alternative to Hallow
een for the children, the Bible
Class hosted a "Harvest Supper"
onNovember 3 to help raise money
for a work project coming up, and
we had our annual "Thanksgiving
singing" on November 18. Having
various occasions like this remind
me ofa saying: The church is full of
willing people - those willing to
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work, and thosewillingto let them!
Maywe ever look for opportunities
to be useful in the service of the
Lord.

And may each one reflect on the
true meaning of Christmas as we
gather together with our loved
ones and come together to worship
our Lord and Saviour, Jesus
Christ.

ILLINOIS, TREMONT
Heather Rassi

LaVonne Wagenbach
Many visiting brothers and sis

ters assembledwith us forthe Over
25 weekend. We pray a blessing on
all who attended, organized, and
brought forth the message. Minis
tering brethren were Bro. Mike
Rieker (Peoria, IL), Bro. Dewayne
Dill (Minneapolis, MN), and Bro.
John Stoller (Leo, IN).

Additional visiting ministers
this month included Bro. John
Hartman (Fairbury, IL), Bro. Ed
Fritz (Washington, IL), Bro. Jeff
Grimm (Goodfield, IL), Bro. John
Rowell (Burlington, IA), and Bro.
Roger Sauder (Fort Lauderdale,
FL). May God richlybless each one
for their service in ministering the
Gospel.

Two souls were united as one in
marriage on November 4. Bro.
JohnDill (Bro. Glenn and Sis. Mar
ilyn) and Sis. Jamie Koch (Bro.
Ken and Sis. Amy) gave their vows
in the presence ofmany witnesses
and God the Father. May Christ be
the center oftheirmarriage as they
walk hand in hand on the path of
life.

Because Bro. Chris Woerner
(Sis. Wilmina) recently spent time
in the hospital, we want to remem
ber him in prayer. Our hope is that
he will recover quickly and be re
stored.

Bro. Ray and Sis. Cleda
Rinkenberger and Glen and Kay
Heflin rejoice at the arrival oftheir
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most recent grandson, Blake Al
len. Shawn, Stacy, and Bryce
Rinkenberger are the thankful
parents andbigbrother ofthis new
babyborn on October 6. MayGod's
blessings be showered upon this
little one.

ILLINOIS, WASHINGTON
Dianne Wyss
Marcia Koch

"In every thing give thanks: for
this is the will ofGod in Christ Je
sus concerning you."

I Thess. 5:18

As the Thanksgiving holiday
approaches, I am reminded of the
encouragement of Bro. David
Wiegand years ago to give atten
tion to that one little word "in".
While we are in the midst of both
pleasant and unpleasant circum
stances, let us give thanks. Follow
ingthe struggle, it is not difficult to
look back and see His goodness.
Lookingahead to a struggle, we en
vision the growth that could ac
company it. But to give thanks in
the midst ofa struggle is the test of
our faith.

We thank Elder Bro. Earl
Ringger and his wife, Sis. Dixie
(Gridley, IL), for their encourage
ment as Bro. Earl recently minis
tered at our topical Bible study. He
addressed "The Doctrine ofPerse
verance" with many biblical refer
ences for us to "press toward the
mark for the prize of the high call
ing of God in Christ Jesus."
(Philippians 3:14).

We're also thankful for Bro.
Greg Lehman (Sis. Mary, Wolcott,
IN) and Bro. Ken Weertz (Sis.
Myrna, Cissna Park, IL) for spend
ing a Sunday with us and sharing
God's Word.

Our Elder Bro. Ron Messner
spent a week in Haiti with a group
and we're thankful for their safe
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return.

INDIANA, BLUFFTON
Tonia Isch

Beth Aschliman

Help this feeble child, I pray
As I travel that narrow way.
Teach us, Lord, just how to love
As we view those things above.
And as we journey to life's end,
Clearly teach us our truest

Friend.
May we not faint; may we not de

spair
With hopes to meet Thee in the

air.
And as we journey all along,
May we have a precious song.
And join the angels of heaven fair
As we wend our way up there.
Truly behold us as we fight,
And keep upon us that heavenly

light.
No matter how dark the path

maybe
We know we can make it some

day with Thee.
So continue to lead this child as

is best
Until we can reach our heavenly

rest.

Heavenly rest, doesn't it sound
wonderful?
Leah Baumgartner (Bro. Craig
and Sis. Beth), Amber Steffen
(Bro. Eric and Sis. Marcia), Lisa
Frauhiger (Bro. Lynn and Sis.
Jenny) and ShaundaBedwell (Bro.
Bruce and Sis. Nancy) look to their
Heavenly Father in repentance.
We're so thankful for each soul
that can come out ofthe world and
take God's hand. We continue to
pray for all of our converts.

We rejoice with Bro. Dan
Dubach (Bro. Ken and Jodi) and
Sis. Bethany Furrer (Bro. Jim and
Sis. Rowena) of Prescott, AZ, as



December 2001

they were united in marriage on
October 21. Also becoming one in
the Lord is our Sis. Janon Fiechter
(Bro. Don and Sis. Suzie) and Bro.
Tim Furrer (Bro. Jim and Sis.
Rowena) of Prescott, AZ. Their
vows were taken on November 11.
We wish both these couples God's
richest blessings as they make
their homes in Prescott, AZ.

On October 26, Bro. Bill and Sis.
Heidi Carrico were blessed with a
daughter, Megan Jo. Caleb and
Joel welcome home their new little
sister and Bro. Lyle and Sis. Con
nie Kaehr and Pat Carrico are
thankful for a healthy grand
daughter.

Kristen Kaehr is a new mother
to a precious son, Cane Marcus.
Cane was born November 1. Bro.
Steve and Sis.Janice are happy for
their first grandbaby. We rejoice
with you.

Our thoughts and prayers are
extended to loved ones as theyhave
been hospitalized for illness or sur
gery. Sis. Ann (Bro. Les)
Frauhiger, Bro. Kendall (Sis.
Sandy) Ringger, Sis. Doris
Frauhiger and Morgan Pulver
(Bro. Chris and Sis. Kara) spent
time in the hospital andwepray for
God's healing in each oftheir lives.

We want to thank Bros. Jim
Ramseyer (Sis. Marlene, Bay City,
MI), Dwight Stoller (Sis. Lori,
Latty, OH) and Jerry Isch (Sis.
Linda, Philadelphia, PA) for offer
ing God's Word through the Holy
Spirit in Bluffton. Wewelcomeyou
back again to visit us.

We alsowereblessed to have the
children from the Galilean Home
sing for us and worship with us on
Sunday. We thank you for sharing
with us.
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INDIANA
BLUFFTON NORTH

Rhonda Maller
Ann Meyer

What can wash away my sin?
Nothing but the blood ofJesus;
What can make me whole again?
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.

Tabernacle Hymns #223

We had four souls that gave
their testimonies that the blood of
Jesus cleansed them so they were
baptized on October 28. We wel
come Sis. Mandy Schladenhauffen
(Bro. Gary and Sis. Nancy), Bro.
Kyle Reinhard (Bro. Roger and Sis.
Maureen), Sis. Jenna Francesi
(Bro. Len and Sis. Mary) and Bro.
Ryan Steffen (Bro. Keith and Sis.
Kay) into the fold. We appreciated
having Elder Bro. Ben Wiegand
(Sis. Michelle, Philadelphia, PA)
come and share in this special
weekend.

We were also blessed with other
visitingministers that brought in
spiring messages. Many thanks go
to Bros. Bill Dotterer (Lamar,
MO), Ben Manz (Junction, OH),
Mark Streitmatter (Bloomington,
IL) and Clark Stoller (Gridley, IL),
along with their wives, for their
visit and act of service.

We rejoice that Brittany
Aschliman (Bro. Kelly and Sis.
Lisa) is claiming the blood ofJesus
to wash away her sin in repen
tance. We're also thankful that
Kathy Meyer (widow of Ron) has
asked to give her testimony andbe
come part of our fellowship. Our
prayers are with Kathy as she re
cently had a major surgery along
with losing her husband in Sep
tember. May she feel the Lord's
love and strength to carry her
through.

"I will never leave thee, nor for
sake thee."
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Hebrews 13:5

May Sis. Rochelle Gerber (Bro.
Rod) feel the Lord's presence and
healing touch as she has been in
the hospital over amonth. Wemiss
her at church. We are thankful
Bruce Harris (Bro. Mark and Sis.
Susie) escaped serious injury in his
car accident and we hope his arm
will heal soon. Sis. Velma
Fulkerson has also spent time in
the hospital.

"And now abideth faith, hope,
charity, these three; but the great
est of these is charity."

I Cor. 13:13

Love is what brought Andy
Rupel (Bro. Fred and Sis. Rhonda)
to claim Veronica Saldivar (Louie
and Gloria) as his wife on Novem
ber 10. May they love and esteem
each other, as Christ loves the
church. We wish God's blessings
on their marriage.

Love and commitment were
demonstrated when Howard and
Goldie Stettner celebrated their
60th wedding anniversary. Thank
you for your shining example and
we wish you many more.

INDIANA,FRANCESVILLE
Pam Huber

"For now we see through a
glass, darkly; but then face to face:
now I know in part; but then shall I
know even as also I am known."

I Cor. 13:12

We awoke just before 4:00 a.m.
hoping to catch a glimpse of the
Leonids meteor shower. But as we
stepped outside, we knew we
would have to wait another 33
years. A thick fog had swallowed
up our view ofany stars that morn
ing! This brought the wise men to
mind, traveling far from home, led
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only by a star, to find the King of
the Jews. When they could no lon
ger see the star, they did what
seemed logical. Herod would
surely know where this king could
be found. Had they came all this
way in vain? "When they saw the
star, they rejoiced with exceeding
great joy." (Matt. 2:10). How pre
cious is the reassurance of God's
leading in our lives. Help thou our
unbeliefon those cloudy days, dear
Father.

What joy we have had this past
month as Danielle Wuethrich
(Bro. Bruce and Sis. Kathy) and
Caleb Wuethrich (Bro. Mark and
Sis. Lynne) were announced to be
at peace with God and man. We
pray for your continued growth in
the Lord and look forward to your
day of baptism.

There has been more rejoicing
in Bro. Bruce and Sis. Kathy's fam
ily as Sis. Kayla Wuethrich and
Bro. Aaron Kilgus (Elder Bro. Dan
and Sis. Jenna) have announced
their engagement. May your love
for the Lord be the firm foundation
foryour relationship in theyears to
come.

Many prayers of thanks have
been offered up to the Lord for His
protection of little Courtney Isch
(Bro. Burt and Sis. Karlene) while
she was in the hospital. Bro. Glen
Boehning (Sis. Eileen) is also in
need of our prayers as he has been
ill and unable to come to church.

Our thanks to Elder Bro. Ron
Schambach (Elgin, IL) who joined
us this past month to read the let
ter from the Elder Conference.
"Verily, verily, I say unto you, Ex
cept a corn of wheat fall into the
ground and die, it abideth alone:
but if it die, it bringeth forth much
fruit." (John 12:24)

Note of Thanks:
Thanks to everyone who re

membered me with cards, prayers
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and telephone calls while I was in
the hospital and since returning
home. Also to the J.O.Y. group for
the beautiful tapes they sent me.
Your love and thoughtfulness will
always be remembered. May God
bless each ofyou.

Sis. Helen Eshleman

INDIANA
INDIANAPOLIS
Gail Bradford

Sue Levy
In this season of renewal and

hope, we rejoice with parents, Bro.
Matt and Sis. Missy Ackerman, on
the birth of their second son,
Joshua Matthew, on November 5.
Little brother, Jacob, and grand
parents, Bro. Roger and Sis.
Margie Ackerman (Morton, IL)
and Bro. Mike and Sis. Cheryl
Stratton (Taylor, MO), are happy
to see the new arrival, too.

We were gratified by the ser
vices of several visiting ministers
in the last few weeks: Bros. Erik
Givens (Sis. Debbie, Princeville,
IL), Steve Sauder (Sis. Mary, Tre
mont, IL), Brace Wieland (Sis.
Brenda, Leo, IN) and Garry
Bucher (Sis. Lois, Valparaiso, IN).

Recently a group of young peo
ple visited Indianapolis as they do
twice a year to participate in com
munity outreach services. All
agreed that, "it is more blessed to
give than to receive."

We appreciated the efforts of
our Elder Bro. Wayne Banwart,
and former Elder Bro. Alfred
Bahler who shared the 2001 Mem
orandum with us. Words of wis
dom remindedus ofthemanyways
we can worship our Lord. Our
thoughts, words and deeds reflect
our commitment to the lifelong
vowswemade in the waters ofbap
tism.We should afford ourselves of
God's grace so that we may reflect
His love in our families, among our
brethren and in the world.
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Especially in the Christmas sea
son we should share our blessings
with others.WehonorChristwhen
we do so. Let us also avail ourselves
of opportunities to share the Gos
pel as well as material gifts.

"Let your light so shine before
men, that they may see your good
works, and glorify your Father
which is in heaven."

Matthew 5:16

INDIANA, LACROSSE
Eric and Bobbi Ann Heinold

Lord, I am fondly, earnestly long
ing

Into Thy holy likeness to grow;
Thirsting for more and deeper

communion,
Yearning Thy love more fully to

know.

Dead to the world would I be, 0
Father!

Dead unto sin, alive unto Thee;
Crucify all the earthly within me,
Emptied of sin and self may I be.

I would be Thine and serve Thee
forever,

Filled with Thy Spirit, lost in
Thy love;

Come to my heart, Lord, come
with anointing,

Showers of grace send down from
above.
Hymns ofZion #171

We rejoice as another soul has
come to the Lord in repentance.
Ryan Elcock (Bro. Keith and Sis.
Ruth) has made a beginning in a
life of service to the Lord. We re
joice with their family and pray
that he will feel God's nearness
during this time of repentance.

God is gracious to provide spiri
tual nourishment each Sunday,



December 2001

and how privileged we are that He
grants us this day of rest from our
earthly cares. Our visiting minis
ter this month was Bro. Doyle
Frauhiger (Sis. Jane, Bluffton
North, IN). We appreciated the
thoughts that were shared and
pray that Bro. Doyle received as
much ofablessingas our small con
gregation did.

INDIANA, LEO
Ethelyn Schlatter

We gathered together at Bro.
Tim and Sis. Jenny Sauder's home
for our annual wiener roast on Oc
tober 21. We had an enjoyable eve
ning concluding with singing
praises to the Lord.

Bro. Steve and Sis. Marsha
Scheitlin's three - year - old son,
Phillip, is in a cast to immobilize
his hip in order to tighten the liga
ment. The next step is a brace for
six months. Phillip is doing well,
but needs to be carried. Our
prayers are with the family as they
face this adjustment in their life.

Elder Bro. Phil Stettner
(BlufftonNorth, IN) presented our
Topical Bible Study onWednesday
evening, November 14. He said
there are many lists in the Bible:
Ten Commandments, genealogies,
beatitudes, fruits of the Spirit,
gifts given by the Spirit. He chose
to elaborate on the Ten Command
ments. The first commandment
tells us Whom we should worship.
There is only one Lord God - we
are owned by God. The second:
How we should worship. We
should worship in Spirit. "Turn ye
not unto idols, nor make to your
selves molten gods: I am the Lord
your God" (Lev. 19:4). We should
reverence the Lord in holy awe.
"Thou shalt not take the name of
the Lord thy God in vain" (Ex.
20:7). Remember the sabbath day,
to keep it holy (Ex. 20:8), a day of
rest, freedom from labor, to rest
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and pray. "Rest from your labor on
this Holy Day and give thanks to
God." The fifth commandment
was given for children, "Honour
thy father and thymother: that thy
days may be long upon the land
which the Lord thy God giveth
thee." (Ex. 20:12). We should al
ways honor the authority ofprinci
ples they taught us. The next five
are covered under, "... thou shalt
love thy neighbor as thyself: I am
the Lord" (Lev. 19:18b). "Ifye ful
fill the royal law according to the
scripture, Thou shalt love thy
neighbor as thyself, ye do well: But
if ye have respect of persons, ye
commit sin, and are convicted of
the law as transgressors." (James
2:8,9). His thoughts were very
thought - provoking and convict
ing. It was all very impressive since
it was only three days before we
partook of Holy Communion. It
was ablessingto have Bro. Phil and
Sis. Maureen visit us again.

Saturday evening, November
17, Elder Bro. Earl Ringger
(Gridley, IL) came to help Elder
Bro. Lynn Stieglitz and Bro. John
Stoller serve the Lord's Supper.
Wewere deeply moved and blessed
as we remembered the great sacri
fice and love ofGod the Father and
our Lord Jesus Christ. Elder Bro.
Earl and Sis. Dixie stayed for
Sunday. We thank them for com
ing and pray God bless all who
served us this week.

Robert and Sis. Jan Pfister's
son, Rob, passed thebar in both the
State of Indiana and Connecticut.
He graduated from both Indiana
University and NYU, and is estab
lished in Connecticut at present.

We welcome Sis. Terri Gramm
back to Leo fromher stay in Tokyo,
Japan, where shehelped Bro. Andy
and Sis. Jana Klaus.

What is Christmas?
Christmas is more than a day
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at the end of the year,
More than a season ofjoy and

good cheer,
Christmas is really God's pattern

for living
To be followed all year by unself

ish giving;
For in giving to others and being

kind
Man finds true joy and peace of

mind;
And peace on earth will come to

stay
When we live Christmas every

day.
-Helen Steiner Rice

Note of Thanks:
Bro. Marvin Fischer wishes to

thank all those who remembered
him in prayer, and with cards and
visits during his surgery and recu
peration.

INDIANA, MILFORD
Stacey Feller
Pam Beer

We want to say a special thank
you to Bro. Gary Tonner (Bluffton
North, IN) and Bro. Wayne Leman
(Roanoke, IL) for coming to
Milford this past month andminis
tering to us over the pulpit. We ex
tend an open invitation to them to
come back and visit anytime.

Congratulations to Bro. Tom
and Becky Price as they got a new
grandson named Ryan Thomas
born to their daughter and
son-in-law,JennyandDanaKreft.

As 2001 comes to a close and a
new year approaches, may we all
feel the presence of the Lord Jesus
in our daily lives and decisions.

Note of Thanks:
I would like to thank each one

that sent me cards, gifts, food, and
prayers while I spent several
months in thehospital and nursing
home. Godbless each one ofyou for
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your deeds of kindness.
Sis. Eleanor Beer

INDIANA, REMINGTON
Rochelle Ward
Beth Virkler

The angels in heaven rejoiced
three times this month as three
dear souls began repenting, seek
ing their eternal salvation. We re
joice with Brian and Kristen
Schneider and Dean Waibel (Sis.
Tammy).

Bro. Curt Rassi (Tremont, IL)
and Elder Bro. Wendell Gudeman
(Francesville, IN) shared our pul
pit this month. Also, Elder Bro.
Wayne Fehr (West Bend, IA) trav
eled many miles to help with the
reading of the Memorandum. Do
we appreciate enough the many
long hours our ministers and El
ders give so unselfishly to brethren
they hardly know, often at the ex
pense oftheir own health and fam
ily life?

Sis. Eliza Getz, 94, went to her
eternal rest on October 30. She
was the widow ofthe late Bro. Phil
Getz, who passed away in 1966.
Her children are Sis. Lucille
Steffen, Sis. Marilyn Bahler (Bro.
Elmer), Bro. Maurice Getz (Sis.
Eileen), Bro. Eldon Getz (Sis.
Charlene), Ron Getz (Sis.Jean), all
of Remington, and Kathryn Beer,
of Milford, IN. Elder Bros. Art
Bahler (Fairbury, IL) and Alfred
Bahler officiated at her funeral.

January 6, 2002, is the date cho
sen to hear the wedding vows be
tween Sis. Lea Stoller (Bro. Dan
and Sis. Deb) and Bro. Dana
Nieman (Bro. Denny and Sis. Kay,
Smithville, OH). A marriage of
faith remains so strengthening to
the whole church.

This week the radio newscaster
mentioned that one industry
rarely affected bya recession or na
tional insecurity is the marriage
industry. In hard times, people re-
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alize the value of enduring rela
tionships over everything else.
During this Christmas season,
may we value our enduring rela
tionship with the Lord Jesus
Christ over the temptation to in
dulge in material things around us
as substitute comforters during
these soul-searching times.

On October 27 and 28 we wit
nessed the testimony and baptism
ofMelanie Bahler (Bro. Mark and
Sis. Benita). Bro. Don Gudeman
(LaCrosse, IN) ministered to us.
That evening, weheld an apprecia
tion singing for Bro. Alfred and Sis.
Frances Bahler who served our
congregation for 29 years in the
Eldership. May God richly bless
their labors as they gave their time
and energy in many unseeing
ways.

Note of Thanks:
We wish to thank you for your

calls, cards ofsympathy, manyacts
of kindness, and for your prayers
and love shown to our dear mother
in many ways during her fourteen
years ofresidency at ParkviewHa
ven. All was very much appreci
ated, and God bless each one.

The family ofSis. Eliza Getz

INDIANA, SOUTH BEND
Lavilla Langhofer
DeAnn Schlatter

"And when they were come into
thehouse, theysawtheyoungchild
with Mary his mother, and fell
down, and worshipped him: and
when they had opened their trea
sures, they presented unto him
gifts; gold, and frankincense, and
myrrh."

Matthew 2:11

Our goal should be to present to
God gifts of a life pleasing to Him.
At Christmas, we give each other
gifts in remembrance of that most
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wonderful Gift, God's Son.
We were very blessed by the vis

its of several visiting ministers:
Bro. Greg Lehman and his family
(Wolcott, IN), our Elder Bro. Jesse
Beer (Milford, IN), and Bro. Walt
Rager andhis family (Toledo, OH).

Our prayers are with Bro.
Wayne and Sis. Shirley Lehman
and their family as Sis. Shirley bat
tles cancer. Their family has been
through a great deal recently, so
we pray God will give them an ex
tra measure of strength.

There is reassurance in the
knowledge that God never leaves
us, no matter where we are in the
world. Bro. Marty Langhofer had a
safe and blessed trip to Romania.
Bro. Bob, Sis. Sue, and Sis. Kara
Beebe are spending the month in
Haiti.

INDIANA, VALPARAISO
Darel and Janet Walker
We are thankful that two of the

Lord's servants visited our congre
gation this past month. Bro. Tom
Troxel (LaCrosse, IN) and Bro. Ar
nold Gerst (Taylor, MO) shared
the Word with us. May the Lord
richly bless them for being willing
to serve us and the Lord.

We enjoyed a special day Octo
ber 28 along with friends from the
Francesville and Bluffton
Churches who joined us for a har
vest program and dinner. We wish
to thank Bro. Jeff Grimm
(Goodfield, IL) for his message on
celebrating the harvest and for be
ing with us for the morning ser
vice. We enjoyed listening to
several inspiring singing groups,
includingtheWard sisters, ayoung
men's quartet from Francesville,
and amen's quartet fromBluffton.
We wish to thank everyone who
helped make this a special pro
gram.

Nothing But Leaves?
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The farmer was weary at evening
time,

His work for the day was now
past.

With anticipation he had started
the day

To gather the harvest, but alas-

He found many plants that were
barren and frail

As he set out to bring in the
sheaves.

Few plants had come to fruition
And many had nothing but

leaves.

From spring through the sum
mer he provided these plants

With his all, he had nourished
with care.

And now at the time of ingather
ing

Precious few of those plants did
bear.

He was physically tired, emotion
ally drained,

His countenance sad and grieved,
As with fond expectation to reap

of the harvest
And many had nothing but

leaves.

Now think of our Saviour and
our Father above,

As we as their plants here below,
They have planted us, watered

us, tended with care,
So we, plants of honor, may

grow.

Think of the Saviour who died on
the cross;

Think too, how His loving heart
grieved,

Would anyone here want to add
to His burden

By bringing Him nothing but
leaves?
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Remember the fig tree in St.
Matthew's gospel,

As the Lord came, some fruit to
receive,

How he cursed it, said, "Let no
fruit grow thereon"

Because He found nothing but
leaves.

The disciples looked on at the
now-withered tree,

Their eyes they could scarcely be
lieve,

As the Master said henceforth no
fruit grow thereon,

Because it had nothing but
leaves.

Unlike the fig tree, let's come to
fruition,

Be it thirty, sixty, or one hundred
fold.

We then, when we come to that
great harvest supper

Will walk on streets of pure gold.

How happy we'll be then, to be
with the Saviour

Of His blessings our hearts can't
conceive,

Forever and ever to share in His
glory,

'Cause we brought Him more
than just leaves.
-Anonymous

INDIANA
WEST LAFAYETTE

Geoff and Angie Ginzel

"That ye may with one mind and
onemouth glorify God even the Fa
ther of our Lord Jesus Christ."

Romans 15:6

On November 21, we held our
first Thanksgiving service. Elder
Bro. Curt Frank ministered unto
us for this special service. He read
from Psalms and Romans, encour-

27

aging us to be thankful for all God
has provided, especially His Son
Jesus Christ.

We would like to thank the fol
lowing ministering brothers and
their wives for visiting us and al
lowing God to use them to bring
forth His message: Bro. Todd and
Sis. Pamela Stoller (Latty, OH),
Bro. Ron and Sis. Kayleen
Heiniger (Bloomington, IL), Bro.
Todd and Sis. Karen Feller (La
Crosse, IN) and Bro. Dan and Sis.
Deb Beer (Milford, IN).

Ifyou are in the area, pleasejoin
us at 10:00 a.m. for services. For lo
cal correspondence, contact our lo
cal ministering Bro. Neil Widmer
(765) 497-4709. Our counselingEl
ders are Bros. Curt Frank and
Wendell Gudeman.

INDIANA, WOLCOTT
Erica Wagenbach
MaryBeth Lehman

As Christmas approaches, it is
so easy to feel overwhelmed with
all the extra busyness that we put
upon ourselves. It's important to
quiet ourhearts, keep the true rea
son in the forefront of our minds,
and rejoice in the birth ofour Sav
iourandKing. What aprecious gift
God gave us!

November was a busy month
also. Thereweremany things to be
thankful for. Wewere thankful El
der Bros. Wayne Fehr (West Bend,
IA) and Dan Kilgus (Remington,
IN) were willing to share the read
ing of the Memorandum with our
Elder Bro. Alfred Bahler. Wewere
thankful God provides counsel to
help us grow spiritually and re
main true to Him.

We welcomed our new brother
and sisters in Christ after they
shared their testimonies and were
baptized the weekend of Novem
ber 10-11. They are Bro. Brad
Widmer (Bro. Neal and Sis. Kris),
Sis. Briana Furrer (Bro. Brian and
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Sis. Lorene), and Sis. Sheila
Schwab (Bro. Tim and Sis. Rachel).
We were blessed to hear the Word
from visiting uncles, Bro. Tom
Schambach (Elgin, IL) and Elder
Bro. Steve Gutwein (Francesville,
IN), who came to help along with
Elder Bro. Dan Kilgus (Reming
ton, IN).

Bro. Ron Heiniger (Blooming
ton-Normal, IL) shared his under
standing ofthe conflict in the Mid
dle Eastwith us at our topical Bible
study in October. There were
many hours put into his research,
and we appreciate his willingness
to share it with us. Bro. Al
Schambach (Remington, IN)
preached the Word to us on a
Sunday afternoonwhen Elder Bro.
Alfredwas alone. We pray God will
bless all the brothers who came
and shared messages of hope, in
spiration, counsel, and encourage
ment.

We rejoice with Bro. Dana
Nieman (Bro. Denny and Sis. Kay,
Smithville, OH) and Sis. Lea
Stoller (Bro. Dan and Sis. Deb,
Remington, IN) in the announce
ment of their engagement. We
have appreciated Bro. Dana as he
works and lives in our area, and we
know Godwill continue to lead and
guide him and Sis. Lea in His per
fect will.

IOWA, BURLINGTON
Brenda Schulz
Karla Gerst

Once again we were thankful to
have visitors with us last month.
Among them were ministering
Bros. Ed Lanz (Oakville, IA) and
Steve Sauder (Tremont, IL). May
God reward them for their labors
in His service.

Note of Thanks:
Sis. Charity Scheitlinwould like

to extend a special thank you to all
those who remembered her on her
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birthday in some way - whether
with cards, gifts, or prayers.

IOWA,ELGIN
Gloria Frieden
Heidi Butikofer

God has surely been blessing us
with beautiful Novemberweather,
which makes it hard to think of
Christmas being so soon upon us.
Actually, the true Christmas spirit
should be with us every day of the
year: the spirit oflove, compassion,
and the giving of ourselves to the
needs of others. May we each do
our part to keep this season holy
and free of materialism, commer
cialism, and unscriptural activi
ties.

Wewant towishGod's blessings
to those who have recently an
nounced their engagements and
trust the following have sought
God's will and direction in this ma
jor step in life: Sis. Darla
Schupbach (Bro. John and Sis.
Janet) and Bro. Derek Reutter
(Bro. Duane and Sis. Kay,
Rockville, CT); Bob Frieden (Bro.
Floydand Sis. Jan) andJulie Berns
(Gary and Carol); Brian Frieden
(Bro. Floyd and Sis. Jan) and Su
san Ostert (Burt and Marge); and
Danette Moore (Bro. Dale and Sis.
Cheryl) and Kurt Kramer (Lloyd
and Marlene).

We appreciate all our visitors,
butwant to extend a special thanks
to God's servants who willingly al
low themselves to be used in His
service to our benefit. Visiting
ministers this pastmonth included
Bro. Joe Gerst (Iowa City, IA) and
Bro. Gary Brown (Forrest, IL).

IOWA, GARDEN GROVE
Willa Clark

As the Sunday School children
tell the story of Jesus' humble
birth in their programs, and the
carolers proclaim His coming to
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earth, it is wonderful to bask in the
warmglow ofthis season ofJoy and
Peace. This Christmas season
Americans as a nation are at war
and havebeen attacked on our own
soil so recently, and almost daily
we hear of more threats of terror.
Yet we as Christians can still have
the peace of salvation that is the
most powerful gift of all. Hope
fully, we can share this precious
gift with others throughout this
Christmas season.

Visitingministers have been El
der Bros. Ken lndermuhle (Sardis,
0H) and Doug Schock (Pulaski,
IA), and Bros. Duane Rocke (Min
neapolis, MN), Ben Wysong
(Sabetha, KS), and Steve Baner
(Gridley, IL). We are so thankful
for their efforts to travel and share
God's Word with us. Our faithful
Elders read the Memorandum of
the Conference.

Wewere richlyblessedwhen the
Gridley Choir visited in Novem
ber. As they sang of the joy of
Heaven, a listener could sense joy
radiating from deep within, and
read it on their faces. To gather
with brothers and sisters who love
the Lord is truly a blessing.

We at Garden Grove wish each
and every one ofyou a blessed New
Year.

IOWA, IOWA CITY
Diana Butikofer

We thank Bros. John Rowell
(Burlington, IA) and Ed Fritz
(Washington, IL) for visiting us
and sharing from the Word with
us.

Our special thoughts and
prayers are with Bro. Larry and
Sis. Emily Peterson following the
death of Bro. Larry's mother, Ha
zel Peterson. We pray that God
will also comfort Sis. Rhoda Reker
(Bro. Roger) and Karla Grimsman
(Doug) and their families in the
passing of their grandmother, Sis.
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Eunice Koehl (Morris, MN).
Bro. Brad and Sis. Joyce Eland

welcomed two new granddaugh
ters into their family. AlexisMarie
and Jordan Nichole were born to
Keith and Lisa DuBrava on No
vember 8. May God guide them as
they raise their daughters.
If anyone is interested in em

ployment in our area, please con
tact Bro. Jim Butikofer (319- 373-
4384) for information. We enjoy
visitors, but havingyou makeyour
home here would be even better.

IOWA, LESTER
Dawn Knobloch
Dawn Metzger

We want to thank the visiting
ministers who shared the Word
with us this past month. Theywere
Elder Bro. Bob Walder (Conger
ville, IL), Bros. Roger Aberle
(Sabetha, KS), Larry Bahr (Fort
Scott, KS) and Randy Mogler
(Washington, IL).

We are thankful to hear Rachel
Messner (Bro. Henry and Sis.
Charlene) has found her peace
with God and man. May God con
tinue toblessheras sheawaits bap
tism.

October 21 was theweddingday
for Bro. JoshWalder and Sis. Tina
Knoblock. Parents of this couple
are Bro. Dennis and Sis. Sharon
Walder (Cissna Park, IL) and Bro.
Roger and Sis. Janet Knoblock.We
welcome Bro. Josh and Sis. Tina as
they have decided to make their
home in our community. Anumber
from our congregation traveled to
Bradford, IL, to witness the mar
riage vows of Bro. Bill Stahl and
Sis. KristalWagenbach on October
28. Parents of this couple are Bro.
Lawrence and Sis. Elaine
Wagenbach and Bro. Lyle and Sis.
Betty Stahl (both from Princeville,
IL). We enjoyed having Bro. Bill in
our fellowship for a time and wish
them many blessings as they wor-
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ship with the Bradford, IL, congre
gation. Jeff Knobloch (Bro.
Delbert and Sis. June) was united
in marriage to Heidi Sandholm on
November 3. May God be with
them as they begin their married
life together.

Three precious babieswere wel
comed intohearts and lives ofloved
ones in our congregation.
First-time parents are Bro. Benji
and Sis. Leah Kellenberger.
Larinda Mae arrived on October
23. She had an extended hospital
stay but we're thankful she is now
home and doing well. Grandpar
ents are Bro. Dennis and Sis. Shir
ley Kellenberger and Bro. Sid and
Sis. Cheryl Messner (Morris, MN).
Great-grandmother is Sis. Elaine
Kellenberger. Also welcoming
their first child into their lives are
Brian and Angie Metzger. Cade
Thomas arrived on October 28.
Grandparents are Bro. Tom and
Sis. Deb Metzger and Sis. Esty
Metzger is a great-grandmother.
Bro. Dean and Sis. Linda Meyer
alongwithAlvie, Lanna, Jacob and
Tarah were happy to welcome
Blake Raymond into their family
on November 15. Grandparents
are Bro. Raymond and Sis. Twyla
Meyer and great-grandmother is
Sis. Emma Meyer.

Our thoughts and prayers are
with those who were hospitalized
this past month. Sis. Zelma
Knoblock submitted to surgery
andwe are thankful she is recover
ing well. Others were Sis. Viola
Kellenberger, Sarah Feucht, Bro.
Paul Leuthold and Sis. Paulina
Knobloch. We continue to pray for
Bro. Butch and Sis. Marlys
Doorneweerd and their family as
Sis. Marlys battles a serious ill
ness.

Our congratulations are ex
tended to Arlyn Metzger (Bro.
Elmer and Sis. Mariann) on his en
gagement to Nancy Beverage. May
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God be with them as they plan for
their future.

We extend our sympathy to Jim
Moser in the passing of his sis
ter-in-law, Margaret Moser.

Note ofThanks:
I would like to thank each one

who remembered me with cards
and gifts onmy 60th birthday. I did
not expect to receive so many kind
remembrances.

Bro. Ron Kellenberger

God gave us adversity,
So that we could enjoy accom-

plishment.
He gave us war,
So we could enjoy peace.
He gave us illness,
So we could enjoy health.
He gave us hunger,
So we could enjoy food.
He gave us friends,
So we could enjoy fellowship.
He gave us his Son,
So we could have life to come.
We thank our children, families

and host of friends for their re
membrance on our 50th anniver
sary. May God bless you all.

Bro. Wilbert and Sis. Helen
Knobloch

IOWA, OAKVILLE
Debbie Wagenbach

Melody Steiner
Our dear friend Mitchel Schulz

(Bro. Roger and Sis. June) was in a
serious 4-wheeler accident. His in
juries were great, but we are
thankful He has made almost a
complete recovery and is now seek
ingthe Lord in repentance. Mayhe
feel God's nearness each day.

The hearts and home of Bro.
Roger and Sis. June Schulz have
beenblessedagainwith thebirth of
their eighth daughter and ninth
child, Kendra Beth. Welcoming
her are her brother, Mitchel, and
sisters, Sis. Bethany, Sis. Betsy,
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Janae, Wendy,Marie,Briannaand
Amy. May the Lord continue to be
with this dear family. Also rejoic
ingwith little Kendra's arrival are
her grandparents, Bro. Myron and
Sis. Dorothy Schulz and Bro. Phil
and Sis. Donna Mogler (Lester,
IA).

The betrothal of Bro. Brent
Frank (Bro. Dale and Sis. Tina) to
Sis. Bethany Schulz (Bro. Roger
and Sis. June) was recently an
nounced.Maythe Lordbe near this
dear couple as theyprepare to walk
as one with Him.

We wish the Lord's blessings to
Mark (Bro. Ed and Sis. Patty) and
Jackie Stoller as they were re
cently joined in marriage. They
will be making their home in the
Phoenix area.

We are thankful for each of the
visiting ministers that have been
with us in the last couple of
months. They were Bros. Rod
Bajema (Lester, IA), Bill Gerst
(Alto, MI), Dan Stoller (Rockville,
CT) and Jeff Thames (Washing
ton, IL).

Notes of Thanks:
Dear Brothers, Sisters and

Friends,
Wehave beenhumbledbyGod's

mercy and the countless prayers of
you, ourBrotherhood, onMitchel's
behalf. God has shown us miracles
both spiritually and physically.

May the Lord's name be
praised, and may He graciously re
member each of you for your
prayers and other kind deeds.

Humbly,
Bro. RogerandSis. JuneSchulz

Dear ones far and near,
I was overwhelmed and richly

blessed by the many who remem
bered me with cards and notes on
my 90th birthday. It was so good to
hear from each of you. May the
Lord continue to bless you for your
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many kind thoughts and prayers.
In Christian love,
Sis. Rose Steiner

IOWA, PULASKI
Katrina Knobloch

Our sympathy is extended to
the family ofJulia Kinsinger. She
passed away on October 20 at the
age of 108. Her son, Roland
Kinsinger, and brothers, Bro. Emil
Strahm (Bern, KS) and Reuben
Strahm (California) survive her.

Bro. Cleo Rinkenberger (Sis.
Esther) also laid to rest a brother,
Laverne Rinkenberger. It is com
fortingto know that Lavernemade
peace with his Lord shortly before
he died.

We are thankful to those who
shared God's Word with us this
month. They were Bro. Wayne
Grimm (Sis. Rose, West Bend, IA)
and Bro. Brad Funk (Sis. Laura,
Garden Grove, IA). We also appre
ciate all theothervisitorswehad.

IOWA, WEST BEND
Berniece Banwart

Lori Skoglund

"There is one body, and one
Spirit, even as ye are called in one
hope ofyour calling; one Lord, one
faith, one baptism, one God and
Father of all, who is above all, and
through all, and in you all."

Ephesians 4:4-6

It was a weekend full of bless
ings when Elder Bro. Jolin
Lehman (Sis. Connie, Bern, KS)
traveled here to bring us the Word
and to assist in the bringing forth
of the testimonies and then the
baptism of Nancy Zaugg (Bro.
Norm and Sis. Polly) and Jeremy
Leman (Bro. Dale and Sis. Lezlie).
We are happy to have them as our
brother and sister in faith.

Also bringing us the Word was
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Elder Bro. Curt Frank (Sis. Lyla,
LaCrosse, IN), who came to spend
time with Sis. Lyla's father, Bro.
Silas Metzger (Sis. Della), who had
just been released from the hospi
tal. Bro. Silas is now residingat the
West Bend Care Center. May we
keep him and Sis. Della in our
prayers at this time ofgreat adjust
ment in their lives.

Sis. Nima Fehr and Sis.
Berniece Banwart have required
hospitalization this pastmonth, no
doubt making them especially
thankful for nurses who kindly
and patiently care for others in
their times of need.

A daughter, Autumn Joy, was
born on November 11 to very
happy, first-time parents, Cory
and Konni Cantrall. Her grand
parents are Don and Mona
Haverman and Charles and Mary
Ann Cantrall. Cory and Konni live
inWaterloo, IA, but assemble with
us whenever they can.

Sis. Eunice Koehl, who had re
cently moved here from Morris,
MN, passed away. We extend our
sympathy to her daughters and
their families here: Sis. Marilyn
Banwart (Bro. Vic), Sis. Kathy
Fehr (Elder Bro. Wayne), and
Becky Banwart.

Bro. Leonard and Sis. Helen
Anliker and Mr. and Mrs. Roger
Hohensee have announced the en
gagement of their children,
Charles Anliker and Alyse
Hohensee. They plan to be mar
ried on November 1 7. We wish
them much love and contentment
in their life together.

"But godliness with content
ment is great gain."

I Timothy 6:6

May we all strive toward that
goal in life ... to be godly and con
tent. Those words can be espe
cially good guidelines for the
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choices we make at this time of
year when we commemorate the
birth ofJesus.

JAPAN, TOKYO
Jana Klaus

Greetings oflove frombeautiful
Tokyo! Yes, we have the change of
seasons here also, and because the
climate is not so harsh, the leaves
are at or just approaching their
loveliest at the time ofthis writing.
Even in the city, men take care to
plant many trees along the streets
and God's artwork really beauti
fies! If you would drive out to our
country church in Shioda at this
time, you would see breathtaking
beauty as you pass through the
mountains.

I personally extend a big thank
you to Sis. Marie Inoue for writing
this report for me the last several
months while we were in America,
and then since we returned and
moved to a new house. I believe
that all you readers enjoyed a
change inwriters as it doesn't hap
pen too often here. Our family also
extends a big thank you to the five
young brothers from Ohio (men
tioned in a previous writing) who
were here visitingBro. Matt Brake
just during the time that we
moved, and were such wonderful
helpers. It truly was the Lord's
timing we believe, and praise Him
for that. We can testify ofHis per
fect leading inmanyways concern
ingour recentmoveandbuyingofa
house. It is truly humbling and
heart lifting. Among His provi
sions was that of leading Sis. Terri
Gramm (Leo, IN) here for ten
weeks to help out with the move.
Shewas agreatblessingandwe ap
preciatedherwillingness tohelp so
much, not only to our family, but to
our church family also. At the time
ofthis writing, she is safely back in
Indiana and we will miss her!

Bro. Matt Brake (mentioned
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above) is still a part of our congre
gation for a couple more months
until his internship finishes. His
support, fellowship and calm per
sonality are so much appreciated.
He has brought many guests our
way, the most recent being his sis
ter, Sis. Julia, and her husband,
Bro. Dean Ramsier (Rittman, OH),
whowere able to worship andhave
supperwith us on Sunday, Novem
ber 11. It was so refreshing to have
a young, energetic couple amongst
us who is committed to serving the
Lord wholeheartedly.

Sunday, October 21, was an im
portant day as we partook of Holy
Communion together in a very sa
cred service. Elder Bro. Willis
joinedus fromShiodaand spoke on
Exodus 12, challenging us,
through the Holy Spirit, to exam
ine ourselves iftheblood has really
been applied to our hearts. This
time together is always strength
ening for us members and brings
us closer together and to our pre
cious Lord.

Our dear Sis. Urushino-san's
husband has returned home from
the hospital and is recovering
there. Sis. Urushino is lovingly and
selflessly caring for him. Please
pray for her to have strength and
for the whole family to be drawn
closer to the Lord through this
great trial. We know the "Lord
works all things together for good
for those who love him... " and we
believe our dear Sis. Urushino does
indeed love Him andhas that same
faith.

Our prayers arewith Sis. Ayako
Inoue (Elder Bro. Akito and Sis.
Marie) as she has been transferred
to ahospital several hoursup north
in Fukushima-ken for a couple
years to further her medical train
ing as a doctor. We trust that the
Lord will bless her time up there
and pray that she can be a strong
witness for Him.
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Bro. Akito and Sis. Marie were
happy tomeet the two daughters of
Bro. Gerald and Sis. Joan Rudin
(Cissna Park), Julie and Jodi, as
they stopped by through the week
on their way down south to aglobal
conference with Pacific Institute.
They are both students, but also
dedicated to helping others
through this program. We hope
they come again sometime so more
of us can meet them!

KANSAS, BERN
Sally Strahm

Lori Baumgartner

"Foruntoyou is born this day in
thecityofDavidaSaviour,which is
Christ the Lord. And this shall be a
sign unto you; Ye shall find the
babe wrapped in swaddling
clothes, lying in a manger."

St. Luke 2:11-12

We never seem to tire of the
beautiful old story of the humble
birth ofourLord. How sad it seems
that there was no room in the inn
for our Lord as He made His entry
on the earth. But sadder yet it is
that in many hearts today there is
still no room for our risen Lord.
TheLord onlymakes his entry into
a heart that is receptive and hum
ble. Hearts that are "full ofworldly
desires" have no roomforHim,just
as the crowded inn could not wel
come him years ago. May we each
examine ourhearts andallow room
for Christ to come in and dwell.

On October 28 we were thank
ful to have Bro. Tom Leman (Sis.
Marlene, Denver, CO) here to
shareGod'sWordwithus. Maythe
Lordbless him forhis labors on our
behalf.

Although none of us desire ill
health or injury, we realize that
God has a purpose for all that He
sends into each of our lives. Sev
eral from our congregation spent
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time in the hospital this month.
They are Bro. Galen Rokey (Sis.
Nancy), Kathy Baumgartner, Les
Baumgartner, Sis. Linda
Esslinger, Sis. Darlene Meyer
(Earl), and Sis. Anna Ulmer. We
trust that God knows the needs of
each individual, and we are thank
ful for His healing hand.

There are friendships that we
cherish

In our daily walk of life ...
Hymns ofZion #91

Webid a fond farewell to Sis. Su
zanne Hoffman, who has spent a
year in our area and is now return
ing to her home church of
Rockville, CT. We pray for God's
blessing on her upcoming mar
riage to Bro. Gardy Moreau
(Rockville, CT). May they feel wel
come to come back and worship
with us anytime.

We wish everyone a blessed
Christmas season.

KANSAS, FORT SCOTT
Ruth Bahr

In October, we finished listen
ing to the Conference tapes. As a
body ofbelievers, let us be brought
closer together through the exhor
tations and encouragements.

Always thankful for visiting
ministers, we heard from several
this month. Elder Bro. Marvin
Leman (Sis. Jane, Bradford, IL),
Bro. Pat Zaugg (Sis. Julie, West
Bend, IA), retired Elder Bro. Ed
Lanz (Sis. Joan, Oakville, IA), El
der Bro. Dennis Warner (Sis. Es
ther, Lester, IA), and Elder Bro.
John Lehman (Sis. Connie, Bern,
KS) ministered to us.

On the 16th we had an
all-church Thanksgiving dinner at
the church and ended the evening
with hymn singing. Who can't say
they don't have much to be thankful
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for?

KANSAS, KIOWA
Jenny Stewart

Laura Wagenbach
Our hospital patient this month

was ourdear Sis. Soph Kircher. We
pray for God's will and care in her
life.

It is always a special blessing to
have visiting ministers in our
midst on Sunday. We would like to
thank Bro. RogerAberle (Sabetha,
KS) and Elder Bro. Jay Luthi
(Lamont-Gridley, KS) for bringing
us God's precious Word.

A wedding reception was held
for Bro. Rick and Sis. Komari
Aberle. Many friends and family
attended. We pray for God's bless
ings as they start a new life to
gether.

What Child is this, who, laid to
rest,

On Mary's lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems

sweet,
While shepherds watch are keep

ing?
This, this is Christ the King,
Whom shepherds guard and an

gels sing:
Haste, haste to bring him laud,
The babe, the Son of God.

The birth of our Lord and Sav
iour Jesus Christ is a wondrous
time for us to remember the pre
cious gift God sent to us.

KANSAS
LAMONT-GRIDLEY
Sarah Somerhalder

Thanks to visiting ministering
Bros. Arthur Ingold (Rittman,
OH) and James Kaeb (Bern, KS)
for bringing us God's Word this
month.

Bro. Glen and Sis. Lorean
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Anliker hosted a farewell dinner
and singing for Sis. Clara Anliker
(the late retired Elder Bro. Sam
uel) on Sunday, October 28. Sis.
Clara is moving to West Bend, IA,
to live with her sister, Sis. Lela
Banwart. We certainly will miss
her, but we wish her the Lord's
richest blessings.

We rejoice with ministering
Bro. William and Sis. Susan Emch
in the recent engagement of their
son, ministering Bro. Brandon
(Kansas City, MO), to Sis. Maria
Klopfenstein (Bro. Perry and Sis.
Carol, Gridley, IL). May the Lord
be with them as they prepare for
this important occasion in their
lives.

As the Christmas season nears,
let us focus upon its true meaning,
rejoicing in the birth of Jesus
Christ, and thanking God for the
gift of His only Son.

KANSAS, SABETHA
MaryKay Wenger

We appreciated Winthrop, MN,
hosting our Sunday School group
for a blessed weekend.

Bros. JimVierling (Eureka, IL),
Darrel Stoller, and Edwin Strahm
(both of Bern, KS) were with us
during the wedding of Sis. Brenda
Grimm (Bro. Gerald and Sis.
Ruby) and Bro. Mark Nenadov
(Bro. Paul and Sis. Marilyn, Eu
reka, IL) on October 28. May God
bless their home in Eureka. We
will miss Sis. Brenda but hope they
return often.

Sarah Aberle (Bro. John and
Sis. Cornelia) and Thomas Angel,
Jr. (Thomas Angel, Sr., Monroe,
MI, and Lori Angel, Carleton, MI)
have announced their engage
ment. An April 20, 2002, wedding
is planned.

We are happy to announce the
birth of a daughter, Ivy Ione, to
Bro. Lafe and Debra Bailey on No
vember 2. She is welcomed home
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by herbrother, Landon, and sister,
Grace Isabel, as well as grandpar
ents, Bro. Larry and Sis. Linda
Bailey andHarold and Carol Bauer
(Fairview, KS).

We had an early Thanksgiving
potluck on November 4, during
which everyone enjoyed an abun
dance of food. It was uplifting to
sing songs of praise. These mo
mentshelp us keep our focus on the
heavenly goal we are seeking.

We plan to have World Relief
sewingin our churchbasement the
first and third Tuesday of every
month, beginning in November
and continuing until spring.

Sis. Caroline Banwart remains
a hospital patient after suffering a
slight stroke. May she look to God
for her strength in time of need.

We were taught from Christ's
sermon on the mount, found in
Matthew 5:3-11. If we do what is
right, someone will dislike us for it.
A politician may say something
that fits the situation. That leads
to distrust and makes him hypo
critical.

Aswe look toward anotheryear,
"Take therefore no thought for the
morrow: for the morrow shall take
thought for the things of itself.
Sufficient unto the day is the evil
thereof." (Matthew 6:34)

Wepraythat those that feel they
are "almost Christians" will be
come true Christians in the next
year. There is no "almostheaven".

KANSAS, WICHITA
Emma Miller

On November 3 Bro. Max and
Sis. Judy Reimchisel became
grandparents to Elizabeth Grace
Nelson. She was born to Andrea
and Stuart Nelson, and her sib
lings are Lauren, Rhea Lyn, and
Samuel.

We are enjoying an extraordi
narily beautiful Indian Summer
this year. The colorful foliage has
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remained with us much longer
than usual. Much aswe needmois
ture, we still need to thank God for
His blessings in all things. He is
ever present and we need to be
aware that our blessings are a re
sult of His goodness rather than
something we have earned or
caused to happen. Just take the
time throughout the day to send
prayers ofgratitude to Him. Let us
keep ThanksgivingDay on the tra
ditional holiday and every other
day throughout the year.

Plans are to have the Sunday
School Christmas program on the
second Sunday of December.

I have a special need, and I hope
you will forgive me for using this
space for it. As you may know, my
husband, Bro. Godfrey Miller, is a
patient in a health care facility.
One ofhis few pleasures is to listen
to soft music that he is familiar
with. If anyone can help me locate
some CD's of Zion's Harp songs, I
would like to purchase them. We
have some on tapes, but they re
quire constant attention whereas I
can load his player with five CD's
and leave, knowing that he is lis
tening to something desirable.
Contactme at 320 South Taylor, El
Dorado, KS, 67042.

MEXICO, IXTLAN
Rosario Gonzalez

Our Sis. Luz Brenes de Avina
hasbeen blessed to receive another
granddaughter in her family who
was born October 20, 2001. Her
parents are Celia and Gonzalo
Avina. We pray that the Lord con
tinue to bless them and guide them
so that they can come to know Him
and do His will.

"Who will have all men to be
saved, and to comeunto the knowl
edge of the truth."

I Timothy 2:4
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Meet Sis. Lourdes Leon de
Sibaja:

After a time ofcomingto church
and listening to the Word ofGod, I
realized that what I had believed
before was all vanity. I began to
have a desire to know more and
have a hope of salvation. I realized
that Jesus Christ was the only way
since He was the one who came to
the world and gave His life for us. I
had a desire to repent ofmy former
life, to beanewperson, and to serve
the Lord. I also enjoyed the fellow
ship among the

brethren of the church and all
this encouraged me to continue in
the way ofthe Lord Jesus Christ. I
could see that our three older
daughters had found thepeaceand
happiness that all of us need. To
see them was a great motivation
for me and encouragement for me
to come and share in the joy they
were experiencing. I used to won
der why they wanted to spend so
much time in the church and then
when I understood the reason, I too
wanted to spend more time there.
Now the time in church seems
short and I really would like to be
there more but need to fulfill my
obligations with my family. I am
praying that the Lord will helpmy
husband and two younger daugh
ters to also open their hearts to
Him some day.

I was baptized on July 9, 2000.
Godhas transformedmy life since I
left the things of this world and
now I want to live a life pleasing to
Him and in accordance with His
will. Now I have the joy ofbelong
ing to the family of Christ. My
greatest desire is to share theWord
of God with everyone so that they
too can experience the changed life
that is pleasing to the only true
God. I have much joy in my heart
and would like for everyone who
doesn't know Jesus Christ to draw
near to Him and to search out the
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Scriptures because only in this way
can we knowwhat really is truth. I
want to invite everyone to come
and share thejoy thatwe feel in His
Word. It is a beautiful thing to live
in the love of Christ.

"Let your light so shine before
men, that they may see your good
works, and glorify your Father
which is in heaven."

Matthew 5:16

MICHIGAN, ALTO
Kristen Plattner
Sandy Schutte

"The man who has God for his
treasure has all things in One.
Many ordinary treasures may be
denied him, or if he is allowed to
have them, the enjoyment of them
will be so tempered that they will
never be necessary to his happi
ness."

"Jesus is the reason for the sea
son" is a greeting card cliche.
Tough to remember when you
have ten lists of things to do and
people to see during the holidays.
We lose the meaning hidden in the
lists.

"And Joseph also went up from
Galilee, out ofthe city ofNazareth,
into Judea, unto the city ofDavid,
which was called Bethlehem...To
be taxedwith his espousedwife, be
ing great with child. And so it was,
that while they were there, the
days were accomplished that she
should be delivered. And she
brought forth her firstborn son
and wrapped him in swaddling
clothes, and laid him in a manger,
because there was no room for
them in the inn."

Luke2:4-7

Let's take time to celebrate joy
fully the birth ofour Saviour. Take
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time to listen to the old great
hymns of the birth. Let's let this
season be a time ofrenewal, a time
ofgreat thankfulness that God did
give His only begotten Son.

Alto hosted the Elder Agenda
Committee Meeting this last
month and after a day ofmeetings,
we were fortunate that Elder Bro.
Kevin Ryan (Sis. Cheryl, Rockville,
CT) could stay over and present
the Memorandum along with El
der Bro. Aaron Steffen. We are
thankful for his time and effort.

Sunday School superintendent,
Bro. Nathan Steffen, organized a
leaf raking day for the Bible class.
The childrenwent tohouses ofpeo
ple who were unable to do their fall
clean up. Afterwards, the entire
church was invited for an evening
of fellowship at Bro. Jim and Sis.
Julie Blough's home. Thankyou to
all involved.

Congratulations go out to Bro.
Aaron and Sis. Loretta Steffen on
the arrival of granddaughter, Lib
erty Jane, born October 17 to Bro.
Matt and Sis. DeannaSteffen.Wel
coming Liberty home are brothers
and sisters, Myca, Quinn, Olivia,
Paige, Ethan and Cherelle.

Prayers for healing go out for
Bro. Wes Daniels, Denny Koehl,
Sis. MargaretWingeier, Sis. Chris
tine Wingeier, Sis. Donna Oesch
and Sis. Loretta Steffen. Each has
had their share ofhealth problems
this fall.

"Now the God of hope fill you
with all joy and peace in believing,
that ye may abound in hope
through the power of the Holy
Ghost."

Romans 15:13

MICHIGAN, BAY CITY
Rhonda Knochel
Peggy Jackson

With Thanksgiving come and
gone we all begin looking forward
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to Christmas. To many of us, the
two holidays really meld into one.
For Christians, the greatest thing
we have to be thankful for is the
birth and death of our Saviour.
Only our Loving Father could de
sign a plan so tender as to send a
baby in lowly estate, to speakto our
heartfelt needs. It is our prayer
that as you celebrate His birth,
that youwill take the time to pause
and reflect onwhat it isyou're cele
brating - a baby, who became a
man, who paid the penalty for our
sin and curse on the third day! Oh,
what a Saviour!

We rejoiced with the births of
two new little ones thismonth. Bill
and Lori Bateson and big sister,
Mallory, welcomed home Beau
Thomas. Pleased grandparents
are Bro. Dean and Sis. Connie
Pashak. We were also thrilled to
hear of the arrival ofJack Christo
pher. His parents are Brandon and
Kaly leBourdais (Okinawa, Ja
pan). Excited grandparents are
Norm and Sis. Linda Andrze
jewski. It is our prayer that these
two little ones continue to bringjoy
to those around them.

Jesus' first recorded miracle
took place at a wedding feast. His
very presence at the feast spoke of
God's approval on the marital un
ion between two people. Bro. Andy
Wieland of Detroit (Bro. Rod and
Sis. Evelyn) and Sis. Krista
Bauman ofDetroit (Bro. Steve and
Sis. Connie, Smithville, OH) were
united in Holy Matrimony this
past month. We pray that their
marriagewill continue to haveGod
at it's center and that their love for
one another will grow.

We were blessed to experience
the singing of the Morton mixed
choir and the Mortonaires. The
singing was wonderful, but what
was especially appreciated was
that all praise, honor andglorywas
given to God, for He alone is wor-
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thy ofour praise. With the Morton
choirs came ministering Bro. Jon
Zeller. We appreciated his willing
ness to be used to preach the Gos
pel to our congregation. May God
richly bless all those who put forth
the effort to come-itwill not soon
be forgotten.

Sisters Leah Ramseyer and
Helen Meylan (Bro. Henry) both
spent time in the hospital this
month. We know that God is the
Great Physician and so it is to Him
that we turn and ask for their heal
ing. It is our sincere hope that both
Sisters will be able to come to
church again soon.

MayGod touchyourheartswith
His love this Christmas season.

MICHIGAN, DETROIT
Sarah Beard
Holly Barton

We rejoice that another Chris
tian home is beingestablished here
in Detroit. Bro. AndyWieland and
Sis. Krista Bauman were united in
marriage November 11 in
Smithville, OH. May God richly
bless them and use their marriage
to glorify Him. Parents of Bro.
Andy and Sis. Krista are Bro.
Rodney and Sis. Evelyn Wieland
(Bay City, Ml) and Bro. Steve and
Sis. Connie Bauman (Smithville,
OH).

As one couple establishes their
home in our area, another has felt
God's call to move. Leland and
Katie Haines, for many years an
active part of our congregation,
plan to relocate to the Elkhart, IN,
area. We will greatly miss their
support and fellowship, but they
will always remain close in our
hearts.

Our choir traveled to
Princeville, IL, the weekend ofNo
vember 3-4.Weverymuch appreci
ated their hospitality and enjoyed
the opportunity to shareGod's love
in song.

SILVER LINING

Bro. Ben Helsley (Sis. Lois) un
derwent surgery this month. He
remains in our prayers. We extend
sympathy to Glen (Lisa) Krieger
and Bro. Kevin (Sis. Kristine)
Krieger on the death of their
great-aunt, Eva Kniesel.

We were blessed to have Bro.
Bill Gerst (Alto, Ml) minister to
our residents at Woodhaven this
month. Thank you for making the
trip, Bro. Bill!

Our society is usually so focused
on material things at Christmas.
Indeed, it seems the retail season
starts earlier every year. With the
events of September 11 and since,
will this year be different? Even a
columnist in one ofour local news
papers, who generally seems no
friend to Christianity, noted that
the decorations and trinkets in the
stores seem meaningless and triv
ial this year. This seems a perfect
opportunity to share the true
meaning ofGod's Christmas gift of
His Son with those who may now
be disillusioned with what this
world has to offer.

He's the Saviour of the World
All the world has heard the story
of the little Christ Child's birth;
But too few have felt the mean-

ing
of His mission here on earth.
Some regard it as a story
that is beautiful to hear,
A lovely Christmas custom
that we celebrate each year.
But it is more than just a story
told to make our hearts rejoice,
It's our Father up in heaven
speaking through the Christ

Child's voice,
Telling us of Heavenly Kingdoms

that He has prepared above
For all who trust His mercy
and live only for His love ...
And only through the Christ
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Child
can man be born again,
For God sent the Baby Jesus
as the Saviour of all men.
-Helen Steiner Rice

MINNESOTA
MINNEAPOLIS
Diane Stewart

Visiting ministers this past
month that we are thankful for are
Elder Bros. Joe Stoller (Sis. Emily,
Princeville, IL), Leroy Messner
(Sis. JoAnn, Winthrop, MN) and
Gerry Hertzel (Sis. Ellen, Sabetha,
KS).

Our prayers continue for Sis.
Rachel Kent as she has undergone
a bone marrow transplant. In
prayer, we also want to uphold
each family member.

Wishing each of you a very
blessed holiday season!

MINNESOTA, MORRIS
Cheryl Messner

Dianne Kellenberger
We're so thankful that Rustin

Schmidgall has found grace unto
repentance. Rustin is the son of
Bro. Mike and Sis. Diane
Schmidgall. May God help him to
build a firm foundation.

We're so thankful to Bro.Myron
Knobloch (Lester, IA) for sharing
God's divine teachings with us this
past month.

On November 11, we witnessed
the marriage vows of Sis. Savan
nah Gramm (Bro. Tim and Sis.
Gwen) and Bro. Kurt Wulf (Bro.
Dennis and Sis. Judy). May God
bless theirunion ofhearts and ever
be with them.

Enjoying a precious baby girl in
their home are Lane and Elizabeth
Koehl. Kate Lee was born October
23. Bridget is happy to have a little
sister to play with. Grandparents
are John and Dorothy Plummer of
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Martinez, CA, and Bro. Ken and
Sis. Karen Koehl.

We extend our condolences to
the family of our dear Sis. Eunice
Koehl who passed from this life on
October 23. She is survived by
three sons, Bro. Jacob (Sis. Mary),
Bro. Doug, and Bro. Arnold (Sis.
Sharon), all from our congrega
tion; four daughters, Sis. Marilyn
(Bro. Victor) Banwart, Rebecca
Banwart, and Sis. Kathy (Elder
Bro. Wayne) Fehr, all of West
Bend, IA, and Charlotte (Ward)
Werpy ofTucson,AZ; three sisters,
Sis. Ruth Sinn (Fort Scott, KS),
Sis. Esther Koehl and Sis. Dorothy
(Bro. Wayne) Schmidgall, both of
Morris.

Sis. Mabel Schmidgall was re
cently hospitalized. We pray God
in His tender mercy will ease her
pain and suffering.

"And the angel said unto them,
Fear not: for, behold, I bring you
good tidings of great joy, which
shall be to all people. For unto you
is born this day in the city ofDavid
a Saviour, which is Christ the
Lord."

Luke 2:10-11

MINNESOTA,WINTHROP
Carol Ann Messner
Marilyn Messner

Christmas
What can I give Him poor as I

am?
If I were a shepherd, I would

bring a lamb;
If I were a wise man, I would do

my part;
Yet what can I give Him?
Give Him my heart.

God opened His heart to the
world when Jesus was born.

Visiting ministers welcomed
this past month were Elder Bro.
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Earl Ringger (Sis. Dixie, Gridley,
IL), and Bro. Duane Rocke (Sis.
Bonnie, Minneapolis, MN). Elder
Bro. Art Nohl (Sis. Sandy, Morris,
MN) was also here to assist Elder
Bro. LeRoyMessner in the reading
of the Memorandum. We are
thankful these brothers and their
families are willing to lend them
selves to help in the Lord's work.

There is joy in Heaven when a
seeking soul repents, turns his
back on the world and now pro
fesses peace with God andman.We
rejoice with Nick Schmidt and his
parents, Bro. Verl and Sis. Jamie.

Hospital patients this past
month were Bro. Paul Messner
(Sis. Jan) and Shirley Demm
(Lowell). We pray for God's heal
ing touch in their lives.

A Prayer For the New Year
Grant me the strength from day

today
to bear what burdens come my

way.
Grant me throughout this bright

New Year
More to endure and less to fear.
Help me to live that I may be
From spite and petty malice free.

Let me not bitterly complain
When cherished hopes ofmine

prove vain,
Or spoil with deeds of hate and

rage
Some fair tomorrow's spotless

page.
Lord, as the days shall come and

go
In courage let me stronger grow.

Let me with patience stand and
wait,

A friend to all who find my gate,
Keep me from envy and from

scorn;
As shines the sun with every

morn
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On great and low, so let me give
My love to all who round me live.

Lord, as the New Year dawns to-
day

Help me to put my faults away.
Let me be big in little things;
Grant me the joy which friend-

ship brings.
Keep me from selfishness and

spite;
Let me be wise in what is right.

A happy New Year! Grant that I
May bring no tear to any eye.
When this New Year in time

shall end
Let it be said I've played the

friend,
Have lived and loved and labored

here,
And made of it a happy year.

Note of Thanks:
The family of Sis. Florence

Messner wishes to thank everyone
for their expressions of sympathy
in her passing.

MISSOURI, KANSAS CITY
Garry and Marty Rokey
Even with the world in turmoil

and the forces ofevil seemingly dis
rupting our lives, we can see the
Holy Spirit at work. Two of our
friends of the Truth have ex
pressed their desire to seek the
Lord and His spiritual good. May
we encourage and pray forVenetta
Banwart (Bro. Alfred and Sis. Car
olyn, Lamar, MO) and Tom Fehr
(Bro. Bob and Sis. Barb, Philadel
phia, PA). Maywe thank ourHeav
enly Father that the day ofgrace is
still at hand.

On October 26, the Kansas City
singles group held their organiza
tionmeetingat Elder Bro. Don and
Sis. Eileen Braker's home. Elected
correspondent was Bro. Brandon
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Emch; secretary, Sis. JamieMarti;
and treasurer, Bro. Neil
Kellenberger. MayGod's blessings
be upon our wonderful group of
single brothers and sisters.

We certainly appreciated visit
ing ministering Bro. Galen Rokey
(Sis. Nancy, Bern, KS) sharing
God's Word with us on November
11. May God bless Bro. Galen and
his family for their service in the
Lord.

In recent times it seems that ev
ery month we have rejoiced in an
engagement. Once again, on No
vember 4, our hearts were glad
dened when we heard of the
engagement of our ministering
Bro. Brandon Emch (Bro. Bill and
Sis. Susan, Lamont-Gridley, KS)
and Sis. Maria Klopfenstein (Bro.
Perry and Sis. Carol, Gridley, IL).
May God bless and guide this
young couple as they prepare to
walk the rest of their pilgrim jour
ney together.

Praise and Thanks
For God's Blessings

Lord God, we honor Thee
and praise Thy mild compassion,
That Thou so graciously
dost hear our supplication!
Thy love is truly great;
Thy mercies are untold;
Thou givest food and drink
for Spirit, flesh and soul.

We sing our heartfelt thanks,
Thy truth and love adoring.
For guidance and for light
Thy Spirit we're imploring.
Our hearts we offer Thee
for life and every day,
that with Thy grace we tread
the straight and narrow way.

Zion's Harp #13
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MISSOURI, LAMAR
Kristen Leman
Kristi Huber

Jack Thiebaud (Betty) spent
some time in the hospital this past
month. We are thankful he is able
to be at home again.

On October 23, Wyatt Luke ar
rived to bless the home of Bro.
Jerry and Sis. Carol Braker. Also
welcoming him home are his sib
lings, Sis. Mindy, Darin, Evan, and
Jesse, and his grandparents, Bro.
Raymond and Sis. LuEtta Braker
and Bro. Leroy and Sis. Clara
Huber (Eureka, IL).

Bro. Randy Kellenberger (Kan
sas City,MO) andhis family visited
our congregation recently. We ap
preciated his willingness to minis
ter God's Word to us.

The weekend ofNovember 3 we
were privileged to have Elder Bro.
Jay Luthi (Lamont-Gridley, KS)
with us to assist in reading the
Memorandum on Saturday eve
ning. He again ministered to us on
Sunday. May God bless these
brothers for their labors.

MISSOURI, ST. LOUIS
Betsy Schrenk

When you set out in your car for
a destination, you cannot just
make agood start by gettingon the
right road, takingyour hands offof
the wheel, gawk around, and ex
pect to drive safely. You must re
main alert, make steering
corrections, and avoid potholes for
the entire trip.

A ministering brother recently
made this analogy to our spiritual
life. We must daily focus on our
destination ofHeaven, not go offto
the right or to the left, and not
leave the straight and narrow for
the broad way that leads to de
struction. We are on ajourney, not
a coaster ride, and our travel re
quires diligence.

Bro. Gary Anliker (Sis. Edie,
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Elgin, IL) and Bro. Jim
Rinkenberger (Sis. Jean, Bluffton,
IN) were our visiting ministers
this past month. We were blessed
by their messages and loving fel
lowship.

At this Christmas season, we
ponder God's unsearchable love as
we celebrate the birth ofJesus. We
have indeed been blessed beyond
measure.

MISSOURI, TAYLOR
Peg Haerr

A harvest celebration was held
October 30 at Bro. Shon and Sis.
PegHaerr's home. After ahayrack
ride in the beautiful, fresh fall air,
the kids were all given a sack of
treats to take home!

Nikki Haerr (Bro. Norm and
Sis. Sally) is turning her back on
sin and this world. We pray for
abundant grace to be showered
upon her and that spiritual fruit
might come forth.

November 17-18 was a blessed
weekend as we were privileged to
hear the testimony andwitness the
baptism of Sis. Angie Sutter (Bro.
Steve and Sis. Deb). Many visitors
were here to share in this special
event, and we especially want to
thank Elder Bro. Jon Schmidgall
(Sis. Julie, Oakville, IA) for lending
his services.

Bro. Fred Knapp (Sis. Marjorie,
Congerville, IL) also visited Taylor
this month and spoke God's pre
cious Word to us.

Sis. Loida Hodel is thankful for
another great-grandson. Joshua
MatthewAckermanwaswelcomed
into this world on November 5 by
Bro. Matthew and Sis. Melissa and
big brother Jacob (Indianapolis,
IN). His grandparents are Bro.
Mike and Sis. Cheryl Stratton.
Happy grandparents of Isabelle
Marie are Dean and Gaye Redd.
She was born October 15 to Josh
andJulie. Great- grandparents are
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Gene and Irene Riney. We pray for
God's blessings upon these fami
lies.

Sis. Ruthie Hoerr (Bro. Louis)
and ChadMessner (Lisa) were our
hospital patients and are recuper
ating at home.

NEWYORK
CROGHAN-NAUMBURG

Hope Graves
We were thankful for the pres

ence of Elder Bro. Ben Wiegand
and his family (Philadelphia, PA)
on the weekend of October 21. A
potluck and singing was held on
Saturday evening, and we wish
him the Lord's richest blessings
forministeringuntousfromGod's
Word.

"Make a joyful noise unto the
Lord, all ye lands. Serve the Lord
with gladness: come before his
presence with singing. Know ye
that the Lordhe is God: it is he that
hath made us, and not we our
selves; we are his people, and the
sheep ofhis pasture. Enter into his
gates with thanksgiving, and into
his courts with praise: be thankful
unto him, and bless his name. For
the Lord is good; his mercy is ever
lasting; and his truth endureth to
all generations."

Psalm 100

Funeral services were held for
Elizabeth Stockburger on October
26, Everett Farney on October 30,
and Sis. Emma Herzig on Novem
ber 15. Elizabeth passed from this
life on October 24 at the age of 89,
Everett on October 28 at the age of
88 and Sis. Emma onNovember 11
at the age of 90. Sis. Emma was
from Rockville, CT, where she has
resided for the past several years.
She is survived by a sister, Sis.
Anna Thompson (Ellington, CT),
andbrothers, Henry (CT) andWal
ter Limberger (NH). Ministering
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Bro. Everett Gerber and others
from Rockville, CT, were present
ather funeral. Wewish these fami
lies God's comfort in their losses.

Our prayers continue to go out
to Sis. Berdina Widrick who was
hospitalized this pastmonth and is
nowaresident ofthe extended care
facility. Sis. Anna Mellnitz also
underwent surgery this month
and is nowhome recovering. Linda
Hirschey (Martin) was admitted to
the hospital with pneumonia, and
we pray that the Lord will grant
her a speedy recovery as well.

As the holiday season ap
proaches, it is our prayer that we
will always be mindful of the rea
sons we celebrate Thanksgiving
and Christmas. May parents con
tinue to instill in their children the
love which God manifested in the
sendingofHis onlybegotten Son to
this lowly earth forthe sins ofman
kind.

The love of God is greater far
Than any tongue can ever tell;
It goes beyond the highest star,
And reaches to the lowest hell.
The guilty pair, bowed down

with care,
God gave His Son to win;
His erring child He reconciled,
And pardoned from his sin.
Oh, love of God, how rich and

pure!
How measureless and strong!
It shall forevermore endure-
The saints and angels' song.

Hymns ofZion #289

OHIO, AKRON
Joyce Gasser

We appreciated visiting Elder
Bro. John Klotzle (Sis. Lois,
Altedena, CA) for a long weekend
of October 26-30 and Bro. John's
inspiring messages. Also, we en
joyed Bro. Jerry Bauman and Bro.
Mark Steiner. We thank these
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brothers for their labors.
Bro. Eric and Sis. Erika Gnu's

young daughter, Annaliese, was
admitted to Children's Hospital.
Prayers are forgood results for her
and a speedy recovery.

We are looking forward to hav
ing the Regional Elder Meeting at
our church on Saturday, Novem
ber 17. We welcome all our Elder
brothers, who will be attending
and wish them the Lord's wisdom
and blessing in their labors on be
half of our Churches.

omo, COLUMBUS
Anita Steiner

On November 2 we had aWorld
Reliefnight. We enjoyed a night of
fellowship with pizza after our
work was accomplished.

This past month we were
blessed by two visiting ministers:
Elder Bro. Chuck Hemmer
(Peoria, IL) and Bro. Gary Tonner
(Bluffton, IN). May God bless
them for their efforts.

We are thankful for God's pro
tection overBro. TroyBaltic, a stu
dent at the Ohio State University,
whose apartment burned down
one night this past month and
caused the death of his neighbor.
Our prayers are with him.

omo, JUNCTION
Cindy Schlatter

We are thankful to have Sis.
Cheryl Manz (Bro. Don and Sis.
Connie) and Sis. Caroline Manz
(Bro. Ben) back in church with us.
Both spent time in the hospital
this past month. May God con
tinue to be with both of you and
grant healing to your bodies as
only He can.

Elder Bro. WayneAnliker (For
rest, IL) recently spent a weekend
in our midst to aid our Elder Bro.
Bill Schlatter in the reading and
exhortation of the Memorandum.
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It is so encouraging to hear of
God's direction through our dear
brothers. I pray that we can all see
it as their love tohelpus toward the
kingdom of God.

OHIO, LATTY
Kathy Sinn

Heidi Hackenjos
During the month we have en

joyed the presence of visitors to
worship with our congregation.
We thank Bro. Doug Harmon (To
ledo, OH), Bro. Jerry Bauman
(Rittman, OH), Bro. Paul Gasser
(Akron, OH), Bro. BillWaibel (Bay
City, MI), and Bro. Ron Kipfer
(Bluffton, IN) for ministering the
Word to us during their recent
visit. MayGodbless themnowand
much more in eternity.

Bro. Glen Stoller (Sis. Edie) fell
and fractured his hip. Bro. Ralph
Stoller (Sis. Tootie) submitted to
surgery during the past month.
Our prayers are with them and
their families. We look forward to
again having them amongus as we
worship. May God's presence be
felt as their bodies heal.

Bro. George and Sis. Sharon
Keysor welcome two grandsons
into their family. Alex David was
born to David and Elaine Keysor.
Kaleb Matthew was born to Chad
and Jennifer Keysor. Our prayers
are with them as they raise their
sons in the fear of God. On Satur
day, November 10, the Latty con
gregation hosted the Eastern
World Relief Review meeting. We
thank all those who contributed to
theweekend. May God richlybless
each one. We also express appreci
ation to those who attended. As
the ideas and thoughts that were
shared are pondered and followed
through, maywe thankGod forthe
opportunity to serve Him in such a
manner.

On Saturday, November 3, we
met for the reading of the Memo-
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randum of the Conference conclu
sions. We are grateful that the
Lordopened theway forElder Bro.
Steve Gutwein (Francesville, IN)
to assist our ElderBro. Ray Sinn in
this endeavor.

Bro. Aaron and Sis. Jennifer
welcome home another precious
soul. Savannah Brooke is also
gladly received by her siblings,
Shayla and Simeon. Her grand
parents are Bro. Dave and Sis. Deb
Wenninger and Dave and Judy
Shepherd.

As the holiday season ap
proaches, let us give earnest care
to retain the true meaning of this
season.

omo, MANSFIELD
John and Marci Pfeiffer
Elder Bro. Art Bahler

(Fairbury, IL) assisted our Elder
Bro. Mark Masters in the reading
of the Memorandum on Saturday,
October 27. Bro. Art also minis
tered unto us on Sunday. Elder
Bro. Peter Petrovic (San Diego,
CA) was also one ofGod's messen
gers this past month. We are very
thankful for Elders that encour
age, warn, and watch over us.

Our sympathy is extended to
the family of Ella Erhart who was
laid to rest. May God be with them
during this time of sorrow.

Bro. Henry and Sis. Diane Pfeif
fer were blessed on October 19
with the arrival of a precious
daughter, Autumn Eilene. Big
brothers are Austin and Ezekiel.
Grandparents are Bro. John and
Sis. Zuzanna Pfeiffer and Bro. Bill
and Sis. Becky Sauder (Columbus,
OH).

Matt Domka (Bro. Dan and Sis.
Mary Ann) has found peace with
God and man. Our prayers are
with our converts that it would be
well with their souls.

Recent hospital patients have
been Sis. HelenBricker (Bro. Rich-
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ard) and Nehemiah Garunovic
(Bob and Maryann). Nehemiah is
the grandson ofBro. Mike and Sis.
JelenaGarunovic. Ourprayers are
with them.

We thank the Sunday School
teachers and many others for all
their efforts during our annual
Fall Outing at the Richland Rural
Life Center. It was a wonderful
time offellowship for the children
and adults

Bro. Nathan, Sis. Sheila, Na
than Jr., Heidi, and Douglas Sabo
have moved to Sarasota, FL. We
wish them the Lord's blessings as
they relocate and always.

On November 4, the engage
ment of Bro. Tom Hill and Sis.
Elaine Baltic (Lexington, KY) was
announced to our congregation.
We rejoice with them and wish
themGod's guidance as theymake
futureplans together. Theparents
ofthis couple are Bro. Dan and Sis.
Betty Baltic andBro. Chip andSis.
Sieda Hill.

The Spiritual
Railway to Heaven

The road to heav'n by Christ was
made,

With heav'nly truth the rails
were laid,

From earth to heav'n the line ex-
tends,

To life eternal, where it ends.
Repentance is the station then,
Where passengers are taken in,
No fee for them, is there to pay,
For Jesus is Himself the way.
The Bible is the engineer,
It points the way to heav'n, so

clear,
Thro' tunnels dark and dreary

here,
It does the way to glory steer.
God's love the fire, His truth the

steam,
Which drives the engine and the

train,
And all who would to glory ride,
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Must come to Christ, in Him
abide.

Come, then, poor sinner, nows
the time,

At any station on the line,
If you'll repent and turn from

sin,
The train will stop and take you

in,
And land you on that peaceful

shore,
Where sorrows will be o'er,
Eternal life will there be giv'n,
To all who are the heirs of

Heav'n.
--author unknown

OHIO, RITTMAN
Beth Beery

Cheryl Hartzler

Now thank we all our God
With hearts and hands and

voices,
Who wondrous things has done,
In Whom the world rejoices,
Who from our mother's arms
Has blest us on our way
With countless gifts of love,
And still is ours today.

Zion's Harp #236

This time of the year we are re
minded ofbeing thankful. What a
blessing it is to reflect on all the
reasons we have to be thankful.
God has many ways of blessing us
here in this life.

We rejoice with Bro. Matt and
Sis. Darlene Csapo in the birth of
their baby girl, Aubrey Joy. She
was born on October 24. Thankful
grandparents are Frank and Rose
mary Csapo and Bro. Virgil and
Sis. Lois Gasser.

"For thou, Lord, hast made me
glad through thy work: I will tri
umph intheworks ofthyhands."

Psalm 92:4
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What a blessing in the works of
God's hands as He calls souls to re
pentance. We are thankful that
John Kries (Sheila) has answered
that call and begun his walk with
the Lord.

We appreciate the many visit
ing ministers that have preached
God's Word to us in this past
month. They have been Bro. Paul
Gasser and Elder Bro. Dave Graf
(both of Akron, OH), Elder Bro.
Phil Stettner (BlufftonNorth, IN),
Bro. Mark Ramsier (Sardis, OH),
Bro. Lynn Fiechter (Bluffton, IN),
Bro. Steve Martin (Eureka, IL),
and Bro. Wallace Ramsier
(Mansfield, OH). May the Lord
bless these brothers for their la
bors of love.

We are thankful also when God
directs two souls together to be
come husband and wife. We wish
God's blessings to Bro. Tom Hill
(Bro. Chip and Sis. Sieda,
Mansfield, OH) and Sis. Elaine
Baltic (Bro. Dan and Sis. Betty,
Lexington, KY) as they have been
announced for marriage.

In our lives, there are times of
joy, but there are also times of sor
row and concerns. How thankful
we can be to have the faith to be
lieve that the Lord does standbyus
in any situation. Ifwe only trust in
Him we can have the assurance
that He will provide for us. Sis.
Norene Miller (Bro. Mike) and
TravisMills (Dean andHeidi) have
been hospitalized, and we pray for
God's healing on their behalf.

OHIO, SARDIS
Alice Ramsier

Visiting ministers this past
month have been Elder Bro. Merle
Hartzler (Rittman, OH), Bro.
Jerry Bauman (Rittman, OH) and
Bro. Lenard Meyer (Chicago, IL).
We are thankful that ourminister
ing brothers are willing to travel.
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May they each know God's bless
ings for serving us.

There are loved ones among us
needingour extraprayers. Sis. Ha
zel Riggenbach fell and spent some
time in the hospital. She is now at a
rehabilitation center in
Parkersburg, WV, and is making
good progress in her recovery. Sis.
Janet Indermuhle (Bro. Allen)
also spent some time in the hospi
tal. We are glad Sis. Janet is back
home.

In critical condition is our
friend, Robert Stalder (Clara). Bob
is at the Morgantown, WV, hospi
tal suffering injuries due to an au
tomobile accident. May God
comfort each of these dear ones
and their families as only He is
able.

Feeling loss, yet able to be com
forted because of God's promises,
is Sis. Karen Indermuhle (Bro.
Robert) in the passing ofher aunt,
Monell Stoll (Huntington, WV).

" ... seek and ye shall find..."
Matthew 7:7

Able to have announced that
she has peace from God in her
heart is our young friend, Kristy
Miller (Bro. Dennis and Sis. Do
ris). We rejoice with Kristy and
pray God's continued leading in
her life.

OHIO, SMITHVILLE
Ruth Gasser
Edith Miller

O dwell within me, Lord, I pray!
I'll strive to live for Thee each

day.
O, may my faith in Thee be true;
Unto Thy image me renew!

Zion's Harp #123 us.7

This would certainly be the de
sire of Bro. Mike and Sis. Robin
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Miller (daughter of Bro. Ron and
Sis. Ruth Steiner, Rittman, OH),
as they brought forth their testi
mony andwere baptized the week
end ofNovember 3-4. Wewelcome
them into the brotherhood and
wish them God's rich blessings as
they strive to live that overcoming
life. Elder Bro. Merle Hartzler
(Rittman, OH) assisted our Elder
Bro. Andy with this important
work. Also visitingus that daywas
Bro. Ron Steiner (Rittman, OH).
May the Lordbless the efforts ofall
His servants.

On November 11, Bro. Andy
Wieland (Detroit, MI) and Sis.
Krista Bauman (Detroit, Ml) were
joined in Holy Matrimony. Par
ents ofthis couple are Bro. Rod and
Sis. EvelynWieland (Bay City,MI)
and Bro. Steve and Sis. Connie
Bauman (Smithville, OH). We
trust Godwill be the center oftheir
home, which they have now estab
lished in Detroit. Many visitors
were present with us that day,
among whom were Elder Bro.
Mark Bahr, Bros. Randy Gasser
(both of Detroit, MI), Neil
Ramseyer, James Ramseyer (both
of Bay City, MI) Dan Stoller
(Remington, IN), and Elder Bro.
DaveGraf(Akron, OH). We thank
each one for lending themselves in
God's service.

The engagement of Bro. Dana
Nieman (Bro. Denny and Sis. Kay)
to Sis. Lea Stoller (Bro. Dan and
Sis. Debra, Remington, IN) was re
cently made known. May they feel
the Lord's direction as they make
plans for their upcoming wedding
and lifelong marriage.

Bro. Herbert Bauman (Sis.
Berniece) recently spent some
time in the hospital. We're thank
ful he is feeling better again.
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omo,TOLEDO
Rebecca Beard
Edie Fetter

We enjoy the guests who come
to visit college students in our area
andgathertoworshipwithus. Bro.
Art Ingold (Rittman, OH) was
amongrecentguests to our congre
gation. We are thankful for his
willing service in the ministry.

"For I will restore health unto
thee, and I will heal thee of thy
wounds, saith the Lord;"
Jeremiah 30:17

We are thankful that Dorothy
Stevens (Bob) is recovering from
knee surgery. We wish her contin
ued strength each dayas sheheals.

OREGON, PORTLAND
Louisa Gallup

"Create in me a clean heart, 0
God; and renew a right spirit
within me ... "

Psalm 51:10

OnNovember 11 wehad the op
portunity to partake ofHoly Com
munion. Elder Bros. Ron
Schambach (Sis. Nancy, Elgin, IL)
and Art Metz (Sis. Betty, Silver
ton, OR) led the Communion Ser
vice for us, and we sincerely
appreciate their efforts. We also
thank them for their sermons that
day. It was ablessing to have them
and their dear wives spend that
Sunday with us.

We thank all visitors who came
to Portland this past month, espe
cially Bros. Todd Zollinger (Sis.
Michele) and Ed Knecht (Sis.
Judie), both of Silverton, OR.
Thankyou forministeringunto us
and for your unfailing support.

Since it is that time of year
again, we wish everyone a blessed
Christmas season.
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OREGON, SILVERTON
Rosa Lee Kuenzi

It is so encouraging to see that
God is still sending His abundant
grace and mercy in these latter
times to seeking souls. There have
been a goodly number of converts
in the pastmonths-fromteenag
ers to those in their nineties; some
who were carried into church in
their mother's arms many years
ago and some who are very thank
ful to have foundthis way in recent
years. Seems we used to hear the
older brothers or sisters say that
hopefully more will come "while
the waters are stirred".

We rejoiced to hear that Cathy
Stadeli (Chad) has found thatwon
derful peace that she has been
seeking in her sincere repentance.
May she feel our Lord's nearness
and strength as she awaits her op
portunity to bring her testimony
before the brethren. She will cer
tainly be in our prayers.

Also bringing great joy to the
church, their families and each
other was the recent baptism of
Bro. Elmer and Sis. Verna
Bolliger. Bro. Elmer and Sis.
Verna appreciate the many
prayers in their behalf, through
the years and even now as they en
dure the frailty of high age. Even
this month Sis. Verna fell and
broke herhip andwas hospitalized
for a time. Such is this life where
"joy here alternates with woe" but
now theyholddear a livelyhope for
that realm above where there will
be no pain, no tears and they will
be ever with the Lord.

Our thanks to Elder Bro. Ron
Schambach (Elgin, IL) for his will
ingness to stand and proclaim the
HolyWord to the Silverton church
on aWednesday evening. Bro. Ron
and Sis. Nancy were here for Holy
Communion at the Portland
church on the previous Sunday.
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PENNSYLVANIA
PHILADELPHIA

Nathan and
MaryElizabeth Gasser

This month we rejoiced as we
welcomed healthy baby Cole Ken
neth Beyer to our congregation!
We rejoice with his parents, Bro.
Ken and Sis. Amy, and wish them
God's guidance and richest bless
ings throughout his life. He joins
big sister, Sophie Claire, and
grandparents, Bro. Martin and
Sis. Karen Beyer (Sabetha, KS)
and Elder Bro. Mark and Sis.
Beverly Bahr (Detroit, MI).

We were blessed to have many
visitors this month, including El
der Bro. Mark Bahr (Detroit, Ml)
who shared God's Word with us,
and retired Elder Bro. Joe Braker
(Morton, IL) who encouraged us in
uncertain times to leave our cares
with the Lord and not toworry, but
rather to trust inHimandHis care.

TENNESSEE,NASHVILLE
Mike and Monica Fritz

Wewere privileged, as a church,
to partake ofHoly Communion to
gether, along with our Elder Bro.
Phil Stettner, on October 31.

The Lord has provided for our
needs so bountifully, especially our
spiritual needs as we have been en
couraged in our Christian walk by
our visiting ministers in this past
month: Bros. Jaye Rinkenberger
(Sis. Peggy, Goodfield, IL), Jeff
Streitmatter (Sis. Lynne,
Sarasota, FL) and Bill Brake (Sis.
Miriam, Sardis, OH). Also, wehave
been encouraged by the fellowship
of brothers and sisters visiting us
from Athens, AL; Bradford, Chi
cago, Goodfield, Gridley,
Princeville, and Roanoke, IL;
Lester, IA; Latty, and Sardis, OH;
and Philadelphia, PA.

If you are traveling in or
through the Nashville area, please
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plan to worship with us. We will
notbehavingservices on 12/23 and
12/30, but then as we begin the
new year, the following churches
are scheduled for services: Wash
ington, IL (1/6), Rockville, CT
(1/13), Bluffton North (1/20),
Smithville, OH (1/27). We also
usually meet on Wednesday eve
nings for a song service. If you are
planning to worship with us,
please call ahead to confirm our
schedule, especially during the
holiday season. Contacts are Sis.
Gwen Leuthold (615) 662-2946;
Bro. Mike and Sis. Monica Fritz
(615) 952-9933; and Bro. Don and
Sis. Faye Sauder (615) 373-8928.

TEXAS, SAN MARCOS
Dale and Amy Ringger

"Blessed is the people that
know the joyful sound, they shall
walk, 0 Lord, in the light of thy
countenance."

Psalm 89:15

What is that joyful sound? We
read this verse at home someyears
ago and Dad asked the children
that question. One of the children
thought it might be the sound of
the trumpet when Jesus comes
back.

"Joy to the world, the Lord is
come!" Many of our Christmas
hymns express the joy at Christ's
first coming. Will we know that
trumpet sound as joyful when
Christ returns? If we do, we shall
be a blessed people, walking in the
light of the Lord's countenance
looking for His return.

We have appreciated the visits
of these ministers: Bros. Alan
Schambach (Sis. Sara, Remington,
IN), Todd Zollinger (Sis. Michelle,
Silverton, OR), Shawn Metzger
(Philadelphia, PA) and Paul
Messner (Sis. Jan,Winthrop,MN).
Wewere blessedwith visitors from
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Indianapolis, Fairbury, Phoenix
and West Bend.

The schedule for the beginning
of the year 2002 is the following:
January 6 (Congerville, IL); Janu
ary 13 (Leo, IN); January 20
(Goodfield, IL) and January 27
(Cissna Park, IL).

We continue to meet for ser
vices at the Quality Inn in San
Marcos, TX. San Marcos is located
on IH-35, approximately 20 min
utes south of Austin or about 50
minutes north of downtown San
Antonio. Exit at #206 and find the
hotel on the southwest side access
road.

We extend a welcome for any
one who may be in the area to wor
ship with us. Also, let us know if
you would be available for fellow
ship on Saturday or Sunday eve
ning or during the week. For your
benefit, please call ahead to con
firm our schedule. Contacts are
Bro. Bill Zeltwanger (979)
249-5102; Brian andTerri Kaisner
(512) 266-0178; Dale Kaisner
(512) 255-7583; Bro. David and
Sis. Shella Brummitt (512)
360-3379; Sis. Dorothy Martin
(210) 658-1968; and Bro. Dale and
Sis. Amy Ringger (512) 933-1380.

TEXAS, ZAPATA
JoyceNohl

As we were traveling to Illinois
this pastmonth, wewere delighted
to view the season of fall in action.
The view was, to say the least, pic
turesque. Our six - year - old
daughter looked out the window
and with a deep sigh of delight ex
claimed, "It is beautiful, it's just
beautiful!" We haven't seen fall in
color for several years and this was
Erika's first time to see it. I had
forgotten how beautiful God's
handiwork really is. When I saw it
every day, I took it for granted and
it was just something that hap
pened. Is this what happens in our
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spiritual life? Do we as Christians
sometimes forget how delightful it
was as the heavy load of sin was
lifted and that peace that passeth
all understanding came into our
hearts? Maybe now that the holi
days are upon us, we could reflect
back for a moment and remember
the beauty and delight of God's
peace and blessings He has given
each of us; during the time we
called outto Him in sorrowanddis
tress and as we now journey to
wards our heavenly home.

God's plan fulfilled as He had
willed,

Then came the Christ on earth.
The star so bright in deepest

night
Foretold His blessed birth.
The angels' throng with joyous

song
Appeared to shepherds meek
The angels' word the shepherds

heard
Then went they forth to seek.

The blessed Child so meek and
mild

At Bethlehem they found,
In manger low where cattle low
And sheep did gather round.
In swaddling clothes there to re

pose
And lying on the hay
What glorious sight in that dark

night
Where Christ the Saviour lay!

From lands afar led by the star
The wise men came to see
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The Saviour King rich gifts they
bring

For Christ's nativity,
This story sweet I would repeat
And praise Him with my voice.
For he who finds Christ's peace

of mind
He cannot but rejoice.

Hymns ofZion #35

We wish each one a blessed and
joyous Christmas season.

The following article was sub-
mitted by Sis. Jennifer
Kellenberger:

"It is of the Lord's mercies that
we are not consumed, because his
compassions fail not. They are new
every morning: great is thy faith
fulness."

Lamentations 3:22-23

That is a promise that has be
come very real to me during my
first year down here working with
ICCD in Rio Bravo, Mexico. I can
hardly believe that it has already
been one year. During this past
year I have learned just how faith
ful our Heavenly Father is. What
an awesome Lord we serve.

The past twomonths downhere
in Rio Bravo have been busy ones.
Although we have not had any
work teams come down for a cou
ple ofmonths now, we never seem
to run out ofthings to do. OurMex
ican laborers keep busy with the
construction of the school and our
deaf students continue to advance
in their studies. It is so exciting to
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watch the deaf children sign their
names for the first time. God never
ceases to remind us ofwhy we are
here: so the deafmay know Christ.
What a blessing to think the first
name they will hear will be the
name of Jesus.

God has had many lessons for
all of the staff here in Rio Bravo,
myself included. We have been
learning a great deal about what it
means to be a team and to be
united. As our team continues to
expand, we all have to adjust to the
changes and the new personali
ties. Speaking of our expanding
team, Corry Moore will be joining
us in December or January. Corry
graduated in May from the Uni
versity of Tennessee with a Mas
ters in Deaf Education. She will
become our head teacher and we
are looking forward to her arrival.
We believe that with God's help
andthe skills shehas acquired that
she will be able to take our stu
dents to the next level. That is an
encouraging thought for all of us:
one step closer to understanding
language means one step closer to
learning more fully who Jesus is.

As the holiday season ap
proaches, we wish all of you a
blessed time with family and
friends and may Christ's grace
aboundmore fully to each ofyou in
the upcoming year. We ask that
you continue to pray for theminis
try ofICCD and seek God's will as
to how you may become more di
rectly involved. Feel free to visit
our web page at iced.net.
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Sermon continued frompage 2
ifwe think about who is missing in that
link, but who we knowwho is not saved,
the person who is not there.

Then we are reminded about the
true fact. Family or not, whether we
knew them in the young group or not,
or whoever they are, the real thing we
miss in someone who is not saved, is
that they are not saved. They are not
one with us. We don't have a promise of
eternity with them and that we don't
sense our common bond - not a com
pleted common bond - even now, do
we?We long to reach out and touch in a
spiritual and emotional way. Some
times even in the physical life and
sometimes wewant to do it thatway be
causewe want to take someone and say,
"Here, let me hold your hand and I'll
show you where we need to go." Surely,
it is something that we share.

I don't want that in any way to be
heard in this message that it is missing
in who we are. I don't think it is miss
ing; I think we just want to be sure we
focus on it and that we understand the
immensity of the gift that we have. The
joy of being able to say when we greet
one another, we know what that is
about, that it can become a formality of
something that we practiced from the
time we were young. When we were
first converted, when we saw our par
ents do it, what we say when we greet
someone as a brother or sister, what do
we mean by that?Whenwe think about
it, do we just mean that we greet them
because they are amember in theApos
tolic Christian Church? Or, do you
greet them and call them that because
they recognize God as their Father like
you do and then that establishes them
as a sibling? Do you recognize that and
are we thankful for it that we share the
same Father?

"Blessed be God, even the Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
mercies, and the God of all comfort;" II
Corinthians 1:3. These next two verses,
I have always felt a little bit like they
were a tongue-twister to me. But when
we undo that and think about what he
is saying, and think about what our re
sponsibility is, it is God! The God of all
comfort. "Who comforteth us in all our
tribulation, that wemay be able to com
fort them which are in any trouble," II
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Corinthians 1:4. I want to stop there for
just a moment. When you go through a
hard time (even as we read this morn
ing in the Psalm when David went
through those), andyou feel God's hand
on you and stuff starts to come to
gether, even if there are not any an
swers, but then you feel the comfort of
God around you.

Why do you think God is doing that?
What is he saying here? We have a ten
dency (maybe I should owe it as I have a
tendency) but I think it is a pretty com
mon trait of human nature. It is a ten
dency to feel like God is doing it to help
us feel better. That is what it feels like,
isn't it? He is doing it to help us feel
better.

But what does he say here? He said,
''Who comforteth us in all our tribula
tion, that we may be able to comfort
them which are in any trouble," II Co
rinthians 1:4. Maybe this is just to
think about, and maybe it would take a
little study, but I wonder ifthere is any
gift that God gives uswhich isn't for the
purpose of sharing it. I can't think that
fast up here, but maybe some of you
can. I wonder if there is any gift God
gives us that He doesn't give us so we
can share it, which doesn't mean it is
not for us, too. But when we were given
the gift of salvation, do you believe that
any person is given the gift of forgive
ness and salvation to keep it? Do you
think there is any one of us that when
we repented and God forgave us and we
knew it, do you think there is any one of
us that was given that without a re
sponsibility to then give it to someone
else?

Do you think there is any one of us
that feel the realness ofGod's love, that
wasn't given that love specifically to
give it to someone else? There is an old
phrase. I wish I could think who said it
but it was some old, old church father
who said this phrase (maybe some of
you know it), Abell isn't abell until you
ring it, and love is not love until you
give it away. You knowwhat you feel in
side you isn't really happening until
you share it with someone else. In the
same way, it is not literally true but
there is no purpose to a bell until you
ring it. God's love in your heart is for
you, but the realness is for you to share
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it with someone else.
So he said that God comforted us so

that you can comfort someone else in
need. Do you do that? If the purpose of
these gifts is to share them, then the
question for us is not do you have the
gifts, but do you share them? In some
way tell or let it be seen that the shed
blood of Christ rests upon you. Do you
in some way comfort another person?
We are different andwe don't expect ev
eryone to act like everyone else and
comfort is not only given by a big warm
hug or some warm wonderful thing to
say to them. There are other ways to do
it, but doyou see when someone is hurt
ing? Do you remember thinking, "I was
hurting, too, and God reached out and
touched me? So I should reach out and
touch that person some way."

We can be awfully intimidated about
doing that in fearful of responses but
whenyou think about it, do you remem
ber how hungry other people are to be
comforted? You did and they sent you a
card. It did not make any difference
what was on the card. In fact, in some
ways it mattered more what was on the
return label, who it was from. Isn't that
really what mattered-that someone
you knew cared enough to send it to
you? Ifl asked you right now to remem
ber what people said to you in those
cards, my guess is very few ofyou could
remember what was said. My guess is
you could remember who sent it.

Let's remember to do those things
and to notice what Paul teaches in the
New Testament. He teaches clearly
that we have different gifts, but there
are some things we are all responsible
for. Some things we can't say are just
the gifts of others and this is one. We
cannot say it is the gift of others to wit
ness. It may be the gift of others to
preach or to teach or to heal, but it is not
the gift ofothers to witness. It is the gift
of all to witness. I would say from what
Paul shared here, it is not the gift of
others to comfort either. It is the gift of
all to comfort others which isn't any
trouble in the same way that we are
comforted ofGod.

"For as the sufferings of Christ
abound in us, so our consolation also
aboundeth by Christ." II Cor. 1:5. Let's
just stop there for a moment. What is it
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that gets in the way for us reaching out
to other people? If I were to ask that
question again for all ofus, some ofyou
would say, "I'm just not good at it."
Some of you would say, "I'm afraid of
what I am going to say." Some of you
would say, ''Well, I don't know how and
I don't know what to do."

But howmany ofus, ifwe were hon
est, would say, "It is because we are fo
cused on other things?" How many of
us know that you should have said
something, stopped and talked to some
body, sent something but you were on
your way to somewhere else or doing
something? Howmany ofyou do not no
tice other people who are hurting be
cause you are so wrapped up in your
own responsibilities?

Howmany ofyou are in thebusyness
ofwhatever? Let's just go down to fam
ily for aminute. Howmany ofus as par
ents and as spouses don't notice when
our spouse or our kids need some com
forting because we are so focused on
getting the crops out of the field or get
ting to work or getting home from work
or bringing problems home from work
or making phone calls or not work at
all? Sometimes we don't notice people
around us who need comforting be
cause we are so caught up in the fun we
are ready to have or the trip we are off
to take or the people wewant to go with
or the good times we are going to have.
What really stands in the way of us
reaching out to otherpeople? Is it really
a lack ofconfidence? Or, is itfairly often
because we are so busy we don't prac
tice noticing?

I wonder if it is enough to just wait
and see ifsomethingcomes ourway or if
we ought to be specifically focused on
looking for needs. I wonder ifwe should
think specifically about who is around
us and look for it.

"For as the sufferings of Christ
abound in us, so our consolation also
aboundeth by Christ. And whether we
be afflicted, it is for your consolation
and salvation, which is effectual in the
enduring of the same sufferings which
we also suffer: or whether we be com
forted, it is for your consolation and sal
vation. And our hope ofyou is stedfast;
knowing, that as ye are partakers ofthe
sufferings, so shall ye be also ofthe con-
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solation." Paul goes on and talks about
his own struggles a little. "For we
would not, brethren, have you ignorant
ofour trouble which came to us in Asia,
that we were pressed out of measure,
above strength, insomuch that we de
spaired even oflife: Butwehad the sen
tence of death in ourselves, that we
should not trust in ourselves, but in
God which raiseth the dead:" 2 Corin
thians 1:5-9.

I don't know specificallywhat Paul is
thinking of here, but when I read that,
howmany ofus remember thatwe have
the sentence of death upon us? Some
body asked someone at work, what is
the one condition that is always fatal? It
is life. Did you remember that ...that
you are going to die from living? Of
course we remember it but we lose fo
cus of that, don't we? Now we are talk
ing of physical death. The sentence of
death rests upon every one of us and
sometimes we become so caught up in
needing to have good health or having
our resources built up or whatever is
coming or being concerned about prob
lems that are coming that we forget
that the sentence of death rests upon
every one ofus. All we are talking about
is the difference of a few years.

In the big scene of time, the differ
ence of ten or twenty or thirty years is
not a lot, is it? The sentence of death
rests upon every one of us. I wonder if
that is a bit ofwhat Paul was saying in
the fear of all that was happening.
There was a reminder that if some peo
ple take a life (or in this case he doesn't
talk about that) but a wild animal or

health condition or whatever it is, do
you remember really how much does
that matter? You are going anyway and
in a sense not all that long from nowyou
are going. We should not use that as an
excuse to give up. We have work to do
but we need to use it as a reality base of
how we are dealing with it spiritually.
We are not talkingabout it in aphysical
way. We are not talking about a tiny
eternal life. We are talking about pur
chasing a few more years.

Even a really good health plan when
we are in trouble (I don't mean insur
ance part, but agoodplan for cancer, di
abetes or whatever it is), all we are
talking about is buying a few years
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whatever the response is. Good things
to do and we are thankful that God has
given them, but let us not lose focus on
the fact we all have the sentence of
death upon us.

I suspect that Paul also (and maybe
he is not referring to it here) but re
minding that the sentence of eternal
death is upon all who do not purchase
salvation. We don't purchase salvation;
Godpurchased it forus. We don't attain
unto salvation. There is not a soul (the
Bible is clear) on the earthwho does not
have the sentence of death of sin upon
them. That sentence we can remove,
can't we?We can remove eternal death,
but we cannot remove physical death.
We are going to die fairly soon of our
physical afflictions. Even if you don't
have any, you are going to get them
fairly soon andyou are going to die from
them. We do not have to die of spiritual
affliction. That we can remove.

Why don't we focus a little different
when we think about it? Why do we in
vest such huge amounts of money and
time and emotion on buying a fewyears
physically and invest so little (that is a
little too strong but sometimes it is
true) in purchasingfor ourselves or oth
ers eternal life? Why the disparity
there? Well, I think it has something to
do with the fact that when you poke
yourself with a pin, you feel it right
now. When you experience something
spiritually, it is not so acute andyou can
ignore it, can't you? Too bad.

I wonder how our response would be
ifwe felt with that kind of acute or that
physical the spiritual things that hap
pen to us, ifwe might not respond a lit
tle bit better. We need to remind
ourselves of which is more important,
to not just respond to the pain that we
feel that makes us think, "I'm not giv
ing into that and I'm not giving into
that." The sentence ofdeath rests upon
us so let us think about and talk about
how I can have a few good years. A few
good years doesn't mean good health. A
few good years means years lived well
for the Lord. Be sure and keep our focus
right there.

"But we had the sentence ofdeath in
ourselves, that we should not trust in
ourselves, but in God which raiseth the

Sermon continued on nextpage...
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Sermon continued frompage 45
dead: Who delivered us from so great a
death, and doth deliver: in whom we
trust that he will yet deliver us; Ye also
helping together by prayer for us... For
our rejoicing is this, the testimony of
our conscience, that in simplicity and
godly sincerity, not with fleshly wis
dom, but by the grace of God, we have
had our conversation in the world, and
more abundantly to you-ward." II Co
rinthians 1:9-12.

Again, Paul is really just talking
about priorities, isn't he? Just listen as
we spend a little time on this verse. He
said, "For our rejoicing is this, the testi
mony ofour conscience, that in simplic
ity and godly sincerity, not with fleshly
wisdom, but by the grace of God, we
have had our conversation in the
world." It goes back to a question we
have asked lots and lots oftimes, where
do you put your trust? How bright do
you think you are, really? How much
wisdom do you think you really have?
How much do you think you really
know? How much do you really think
you have things figured out? Again, I
thinkwemight feel a little embarrassed
ifwewere forced to honestly admit how
much we trust in ourselves. We all like
to say that is not true; we put our faith
in the Lord, andwe don't really trust in
ourselves.

But I wonder ifwewere really honest
if we wouldn't all be embarrassed with
the answer about how much we do
think we have things figured out and
know what to do and work them
through and how littlewereally depend
upon faith. Really, we ought to be de
pending on the grace of God, not in
yourself, that in simplicity and godly
sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom.

"And in this confidence I wasminded
to come unto you before, that ye might
have a second benefit; And to pass by
you into Macedonia, and to come again
out of Macedonia unto you, and of you
to be brought on my way toward
Judaea. When I therefore was thus
minded, did I use lightness? or the
things that I purpose, do I purpose ac
cording to the flesh, that with me there
should be yea yea, and nay nay?" JI Co
rinthians 1:15-17. Let us talk about this
a little bit. Paul says that there should
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be yea yea and nay nay.
"But as God is true, our word toward

you was not yea and nay. For the Son of
God, Jesus Christ, who was preached
among you by us, even by me and
Silvanus and Timotheus, was not yea
and nay, but in him was yea." II Corin
thians 1:18-19. Whatagainishetalking
about? I don't claim to have deep wis
dom in this, but I think about he said it
was not yea and nay, but it was yea. It
seems that what he is teaching is our
salvation is not yes and no and it is not
maybe. It is not sometimes and some
times not. It is certainly yea.

The things that are uncertain are our
response to it. The things which are un
certain is ourwillingness to repent. The
things which are uncertain is our will
ingness to be obedient and our willing
ness to stay close to God. But there is no
uncertainty in the power of His shed
blood. There is no uncertainty in the
salvation of a believer. There is not yea
and nay. It is not yes on some days and
no on others. It is not therewhenwe feel
good and not there when we feel bad.
Again, whenwe read through thePsalm
which we read this morning, David ex
pressed the heaviness of heart, didn't
he? He talked about being far from God
and the heaviness on his soul. Some
times whenwehave that, we go through
this thing of wondering where God is
and I wonder if I am right with God and
I wonder if I am saved. We begin to take
away the absoluteness of the power of
Christ's shed blood.

We don't need to wonder if we are
saved. The only thing which could re
move that is our willing disobedience
and abandonment of it. This yea and
naywhichwe feel is the doubtwhichSa
tan puts on our soul and we feel it, don't
we? We can be honest. We feel some
times this tug of where we are and
doubt creeps in anduncertainty tests us
and our faith is pulled here and there,
but the power of Christ's blood is not
pulled here and there. It is yea. It is cer
tain. It is not yes sometimes and no
sometimes. It may be hard for us to lay
hold on that and hang onto it, but even
if we can't always remember in our
heart, at least remember in our head
the truth. The truth is that ifwe are re-
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deemed by the shed blood ofChrist and
continue to live with Him and for Him
that we are saved. We don't lose it on
our bad days.

God doesn't take it away on our days
when we struggle a bit. I don't want to
take away from the fact that it can be
lost. I am not talking about that. The Bi
ble is clear that ifwe turn against God,
turn away from God, it is not talking
about our bad days, but ifwe turn away
from God and willingly serve Satan and
abandon Him, it can be lost. But let us
remind ourselves and remind each
other of the strength and power of
Christ's shed blood. Satan has no tool
against it. Satan cannot take that away.
He cannot reduce the effectiveness of it
or make it maybe. It is not yea and nay.
Our salvation is yea.

"For all the promises of God in him
are yea, and in him Amen, unto the
glory of God by us. Now he which
stablisheth us with you in Christ, and
hath anointed us, is God;Who hath also
sealed us, and given the earnest" or the
down payment "of the Spirit in our
hearts. Moreover I call God for a record
upon my soul, that to spare you I came
not as yet unto Corinth. Not for that we
have dominion over your faith, but are
helpers of your joy: for by faith ye
stand." II Corinthians 1:20-24. Paul
wanted to make clear that he was there
to help. He was there to encourage. He
was there to admonish. He was there to
correct, but by faith ye stand. We stand
and we will stand alone. We stand to
gether today.

Wewere told clearly in the beginning
part of this chapter we are responsible
for each other, to comfort, to
strengthen, and to hold each other up.
But wewill stand before God alone with
just the shed blood ofChrist. Unless we
turned against God or thrown away
that mantel, if will be a simple yes.
Think about it. Think about standing
before God and giving an answer for
your sins. You know there will be no an
swer except uncovered by the shed
blood of Christ. Yes. It will be yes.
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CARIBBEAN BOARD PROJECTS - 2002
All volunteers shouldcontact theprojectcoordinator. Shouldyou not beable to contact the coordinator, forHaiti directyour in

quiry to Bro. TomHitz, Ph. 734454-9229, Fax 1-734-454-9259 orE-mail thitzhome@juno.com. ForJamaica, directyour in
quiry to Bro. Kevin Sauder, Ph./Fax 309-925-2409 orE-mail ksss@dpc.net .

I HAITI
ORG. DATE AREA COORDINATOR PROJECT CAPACITY PERCENT FILLED

MEBSH Jan. 4-11., '02 Les Caves Craig Emch Grade School 9 (*) 40%
AWA-FRW Jan. 17-25. '02 Les Caves Duane Schieler Voe. School 4 100%
AWA-T Jan. 17-25. '02 Les Caves Derek Sauder WaterAid 5 100%

I AWA-B Jan. 17-25. '02 Les Caves Bill Ra~er Voc. School 2 100%
SEED Jan. 24 - Feb. 1, '02 Les Caves Art Mueller AgricultureAid 9 0%
MEBSH Jan. 31 -Feb. 8. '02 Les Caves Dean Pashak Grade School 9 (*)100%

Palm Grove Feb. 15-23. '02 Les Caves Tom Hitz Grade School 11 100%
SEED Mar. 7-15. '02 Les Caves RobertBeebe Agriculture Aid 11 0%
MEBSH Mar. 14-22, '02 Les Caves JimWalter Grade School 9 (*)100%

Palm Grove TBD Puit Sales Tom Hitz Grade School 11 0%
MEBSH Mav 16-24. '02 Les Cayes Phil Isabel Grade School 9 0%

AWA-FRW Mav 9-17. '02 Les Caves Duane Schieler Voe. School 4 100%
AWA-T Mav 9-17, '02 Les Caves Derek Sauder Water Aid 5 100%
AWA-B Mav 9-17, '02 Les Cayes Bill Rager Voc. School 2 100%

JAMAICA
CCCD Jan 2-11, '02 Montego Bay Mark Criss DeafSchool 50/60 90%
CCCD (**) Mar 8-16 Kingston Terry Miller DeafSchool 40 (*)40%
CCCD (**) Mar 8-16 DeafVillage Nate Wieand Work Place 40 70%
CCCD May 17-25, '02 DeafVillage Kevin Sauder - TBA Work Place 40 20%
CCCD (*) Apr 1-8, '02 Kingston ( 1) Roanoke Bible Clase DeafSchool 50/60 95%

CCCD Mav 31-June 8, 02 DeafVillace (2) Taylor/Princeville BC Work Place 50/60 100%
CCCD July 6-13. '02 Knockpatrick (3) Mansfield Bible Class DeafSchool 40 80%

CCCD=Caribbean Christian Center for the Deaf
MEBSH= Missions of Evangelical Baptists of South Haiti
Palm Grove = Mission of Haiti
S.E.E.D. = An Agricultural School & Extension Service
TBA = To Be Announced
Palm Grove = Mission of Haiti
A.W.A. - B.= Apostolic Water Aid/Bluffton

A.W.A. - FRW = Apostolic Water Aid/Francesville,
Remington, Wolcott

A.W.A. - T = Apostolic Water Aid/Tremont
(*) = Changes or additions since last issue
(**)= Spring Break Timeframe

COORDINATOR PHONE FAX E-MAIL

Bob Beebe 219-291-2158 219-299-8173
(1) Kevin Fisher 309-923-7684

' (2) Kent Heimer 573-393-2440 573-769-5516 janheimer@hotmail.com
Tom Hitz 734-454-9229 734-454-9259 thitzhome@juno.com

Phil Isabel 219-261-3541 219-261-2885
Mark Criss 309-693-2532 redemedl@aol.com
Craig Emch 330-939-4591 330-939-4591
Terry Miller 309-747-2212 or 941-485-4302 tbmiller@mymailstation.com

Dean Pashak 517-662-7685 517-662-7099
Bill Rager 419-263-2989

Derek Sauder 309-925-7502
Kevin Sauder 309-925-2409 309-925-2409 ksss@dpc.net

Duane Schieler 765-567-2922 765-567-2922
JimWalter 815-692-3158 815-692-2851

(3) PeteWebel 419-756-2587 815-692-2851
Nate Wiegand 309-744-5252 NATEWIEG@hotmail.com



48 SILVER LINING December 2001

- NOTICE -
Repair and Distribution of

Worn Bibles,
Bible Story Books,
Hymns of Zion,

Tabernacle or Gospel Hymn
Books

WE DO NOTACCEPT ZION'S
HARP HYMNALS SINCE WEDO
NOTHAVEANYPLACE TOms
TRIBUTE THEM.

USED EYEGLASSES ARE NEEDED
FOR FREE IXTLAN CLINIC

A free eye clinic is being established in Ixtlan, Mexico, by Bros.
Dr. Loren Schrenk and Dr. Bryan Stoller. Used eyeglasses are
needed to support this effort. Please send your used prescription
eyeglasses (with cases if available) to:

Bryan Stoller
817 S. Locust
Pontiac, IL 61764

Please get your books to us or
the Goodfield World Relief Cen
ter.

Books aremainlydistributed to
India, Philippines, and Africa.

Jerry and Arlene Banwart
Box 181 C, 307 W. First St.

Congerville, IL 61729
(309) 448-2416

Call To Subscribe
Please call the Gateway Woods' Office at 888/443-4283 to receive

The Gate Post, a free newsletter about Gateway Woods published
three times yearly.

I
I

I
l ~

Gateway Woods Auction
August 17, 2002

Apostolic Christian
Counseling Services
73 East Queenwood Rd,

Morton, IL 61550
309-263-5536 (local#)
309-263-6841 (fax)

877-370-9988 (toll free)

Counseling for depression, anxi
ety, relationship problems, etc...

- Information about mental
health issues and relationship
problems

- Referrals to qualified mental
health professionals in your
area

- Telephone consultations with a
counselor

- Staffed by professional counsel
ors and registered nurses

- A1l calls are strictly confidential

BIBLE DISTRIBUTION

The Bible Distribution Center which
was formerly in Leo, IN has been

moved to Bluffton, IN.
All books, includingBibles, in English and other languages, plus

Bible Story Books which have been approved by the Apostolic
ChristianMission Committee, are available for those who wish to
distribute them in the name ofJesus Christ.

The book inventory is computerized, and the personnel at
Bluffton can drop ship to nearly any address.

To order, contact,
Apostolic Christian Church
Bible Distribution

PO Box30
1254 S. Main Street
Bluffton, IN 46714

Phone and Fax 219/824-5587
E-mail: bibledist@parlorcity.com
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World Relief Child Sponsorship Program
In 1998 the World Relief Child Sponsorship Program was established by

the National World Relief Committee to give the members and friends of the
Apostolic Christian Churches an opportunity to be directly involved in the
lives ofchildren that are born in economically distressed areas ofthe world.

At this time the program offers students for sponsorship in Haiti, Jamaica
and Mexico. The Lord has blessed this work and we now have approximately
550 students and 63 schools sponsored through this program. The small
monthly donation enables the student to receive a Christian education and
learn a basic academic curriculum. The donation helps with the student's
school tuition, school uniforms, supplies, and more, depending on the coun
try.

An important part of the sponsor's contribution is to pray for the student
on a regular basis. The students, in turn, are encouraged to pray for their
sponsors. Blessings are received by both the students and the sponsors.

We are thankful our God has blessed this work. Ifyou would like informa
tion on sponsoring a child, please see the Child Sponsorship Brochure made
available in your church. Or you maywrite, Child Sponsorship Board, PO Box
36, Morton, IL 61550 to request a brochure.

World Relief - USA Board Announces New Project
The USA Board has a new building project, located on the Navajo Indian

Reservation in northeastern Arizona. The project is to build a housing unit
for abused and neglected Navajo children. The Navajo Christian Foundation
will use the facility, as a social outreach, in their mission to bring "Jesus
Christ to the Navajo people." The need for the facility is very great due to alco
holism, which is exacerbated by the lack of opportunity for meaningful em
ployment, on the reservation. The current rate ofunemployment is 50-55%.

The 4,112 square foot living area of the buildingwill be a single level frame
built slab-on-grade. The design is patterned after the homes at Gateway
Woods, near Leo, Indiana.

Work teams will be needed throughout the coming volunteer season. It is
hoped that the project can be completed by the spring season. This is an op
portunity to volunteer to fulfill a need to help disadvantaged children. The
project will require all construction disciplines. Experienced work team lead
ers will be necessary. Teams of framing crews are currently being scheduled
for the week beginning December 31, 2001, and week ofeither January 28 or
February 4, 2002. Please contact Bro. Arnold Gerst, 1107 Madonna Drive,
Quincy, IL 62305-7149; phone (217) 223-8424, Fax (217) 223-0116; or e-mail
agerst@rnet.com.

Heft Cassette Tapes

Selling these lovely tapes has
proved to be such a blessing to us, and
we hope to all who have purchased
them as well. We enjoyed "meeting"
all ofyou who ordered them by phone,
mail, or in person.

Though we still have a nice supply
on hand for sale, we will not be reor
dering any more tapes. These cas
settes make wonderful gifts for all
occasions.

The early proceeds from the sale of
these tapes were donated to the Vi
enna church renovation project, then
for reliefwork in our churches in Ro
mania after "the wall" came down,
and now the moneys are being used
for the Hallein, Austria church addi
tion and remodeling effort.

Through the years, $32,000.00
from the sales of 4600 tapes has been
sent to Bro. Josef Farkasch, the pro
ducer of these lovely cassettes. The 3
cassettes contain the first 48 hymns
from our old "Heft Long Book", most
of which are instrumental in nature.
Bro. Farkasch is now the elder of the
Hallein church and it appears these
demands will prevent him from pro
ducing the 4th cassette. However, we
will make them available should he
complete this project.

Cassettes now available as long as
the supplies last may be obtained
from:

Dennis and Beth Feucht
317 N. Third Street
Morton, IL 61550
(309) 266-9498

Tim Sauder
PO Box 15
Leo, IN 4676
(219) 627-2159
(888) 443-4283

Lynn Stieglitz
Counseling Elder
(219) 493-6711 home
(219) 657-5461 work 4

or

Don and Lorna Schrock
100 Forest View Road
Morton, IL 61550
(309) 266-6810

Cassettes I, II, and III cost $8.00
eachplus $. 75 shipping for each tape

Business Manager Needed
Gateway Woods has an opening on our administrative team for a brother or sister to

manage our financial operations. We are seeking someone who desires to serve in a min
istry that serves hurting children and reunites families. The Business Manager is a key
full-time position that offers responsibility, management and creativity. If you have
training and experience in the areas of accounting and/or finance and possess good ana
lytical, organizational, communication and computer skills, please contact one of the
brothers listed below for more information and a job description.
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Our Spiritual Heritage

This is the second in a three -part se
ries entitled, "Applying God's Word", a
historical analysis ofthe origins and de
velopment ofour church.

Fulfilling Scriptures
To fulfill the Scriptures the church

helped define its teachings with respect
to standards, styles and boundaries.
This was done both in lifestyle (conver
sation) and in liturgy (worship). In both
categories, the intent was to establish a
Godly order that met the Word's stan
dard; and which would provide an order
for future generations because they
knew Satan would seek to
incrementally undermine and/or water
down the church's sense of sanctifica
tion.

The order that followed became an
expression of how they interpreted the
Word. The lifestyle definitions they
gave (regarding separation, nonconfor
mity, chastity, shamefacedness, holi
ness, humility, submissiveness, etc.)
were put into practice. Their doctrinal
applications thus reflected the Word's
instructions.

The believers of Bro. Froehlich's
time (i.e., the first generation of our
brethren) saw the devoted attempt to
"follow" Christ and the Apostles as be
ing fulfilled by their liturgical and life
style practices (in everyday living).

The brethren surely caught the eye
of their social counterparts as they re
flected a humble, outward holiness, and
a lifestyle that disdained a love for
worldly things.

ResistingDeception
As the Word was applied in a practi

cal way, and a visible tradition of holi
ness resulted, Satan tried - and
continues to try - to dismantle and/or
dilute such a Bible-expressing obedi-

ence.
The enemy is sometimes skillful in

this by persuading people they are only
following tradition instead of theWord
of God. In this, some fail to perceive
that practical holiness and separation
from worldliness propose only to ex
press/reflect the Word.

The first generations of the faith -
who were devotedly willing to support
this newly-formed church body- could
clearly comprehend the applica
tion-tradition equation that was initi
ated (i.e., holiness patterns, separation,
nonconformity, etc.). For clarity, the
leaders defined the Word. The "defini
tions" the brethren embraced per holi
ness were seen as following the Word.
The interpretation-application link was
verywell understood, and a lure to souls
seeking a true faith.

Thousands of people fled the state
church along with the Catholic and Lu
theran bodies, to repent and become
converted in amanner that fulfilled the
WordofGod.

Close adherence to the Word's in
structions, and fervent preaching, led
to a new denomination called the Evan
gelical Baptists (changed to Apostolic
Christian in America). Actually, the
proper German name was Gemein
schaft Evangelisch Taufgesinnter.

A total of 110 new congregations
were formed in 35 years, from nothing!
This amounted, incredibly, to an aver
age of a new congregation every 4
months for 35 years. Fervency, not ca
sualness, led to this awakening. A
Bluffton College historian said, "It was
like the time of the Apostles."

This was a church order born out of
brotherly esteem where lowliness of
heart and annihilation of self bred a
Godly closeness among the believers. A
deep Spirit-led sensitivity allowed the

brethren to comprehend what was
Godly and what was worldly. They pro
posed to avoid the latter and embrace
the former with all their hearts.

When the forefathers came to Amer
ica, the application-tradition under
standingwas very much alive and their
sense of holiness and doctrinal separa
tion (from all that was false) continued
to see our faith remain as closely-knit.

Contending for the Faith
But as time unfolded - and the

church began experiencing growth and
prosperity- it began to face the forces
of pluralism and diversity (which were
developing ideals of the culture at
large). The church was affected by the
society's influence sincemore andmore
members were becoming integrated
into the educational and occupational
spheres ofAmerican life.

As this happened, and decade after
decade passed by, there was always the
possibility that some would have a var
ied view of how to apply Scriptures. In
consistency wanted to manifest itself.

In this, the applications (of the
Word) had become normative to the
point that it was possible for some to
conclude that brethren were following
traditioninsteadoftheWord.Asenseof
not being linked, understanding-wise,
to the original intent (of the early days
of our church) to define and follow the
Word, could have led, in part to this atti
tudinal pattern.

By: PerryA. Klopfenstein

Next issue:
The concluding remarks on
"Applying God's Word."
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From Across The Ocean

"Fulfillment"
Elder Bro. Willis Ehnle, Shioda, Japan
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Doyou have fulfillment in life?
Do you have the feelingthatyour
station in life is important and
that you are accomplishing
something worthwhile? Life
without any fulfillment is a bit
disconcerting.
When Christ was born, the an

gels had fulfillment because they
could announce His birth. "And
suddenly there was with the an
gels a multitude of the heavenly
host praising God." (Luke 2:13)
When Christ was born, the

shepherds had fulfillment be
cause they did go to Bethlehem
to look for the child. "And they
came with haste, and found
Mary, and Joseph, and the babe
lying in a manger." (Luke 2:16)
When Christ was born, the

wise men had fulfillment be
cause they followed the star,
"Which stood over where the
youngchildwas." (Matthew2:9)

Joseph and Mary had a mea
sure of fulfillment because their
baby had been born safely but
they probably had some anxiety

about the future and their re
sponsibilities. Thirty - three
years later after Christ arose
from the grave, Mary must have
had a great measure of fulfill
ment, while it is assumed thatJo
seph had already died because he
isn't mentioned at the time of
Christ's crucifixion.

On the cross, Christ suffered
an eternity of hell for us, but af
ter the resurrection He must
have experienced a great sense of
fulfillment, such as, "It is done, it
is accomplished."

It is important that you and I
also have fulfillment in life. I may
not be able to domuch butmaybe
I can be kind to someone, includ
ing members of my own family.
Maybe I can speak softly and lov
ingly in cautioning someone
about his or her failures, realiz
ing that I also sometimes fail.
The way we speak and the way
we do should give us a sense of
fulfillment. Life can be rather
cruel to some people and we all
need to be like angels of mercy,

while gently exhorting each
other.

Maybe all we can do is pray for
others. That, too, should bring a
sense of fulfillment. Prayer is a
very precious activity, according
to God's Word. "The effectual
fervent prayer of a righteous
man availethmuch." James 5: 16
If you can manage to smile,

there is great fulfillment in smil
ing. You yourself feel better and
those aroundyou get abigboost.
Ifyou can greet someone with

love and respect, you are ful
filled, that is, you have accom
plished something very
worthwhile.

This Christmas, let's be very
humble and obedient to the
Word of God. There is a great
deal offulfillment in being obedi
ent. That obedience should in
clude the best Christmas gift you
can give anyone, your love and
respect.
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