
.·-: .·

And I wept much, be
cause no man was found
worthy to open and to read
the book, neither to look
thereon.

And one of the elders
saith unto me, Weep not:
behold, the Lion of the tribe
of Juda, the Root of David,
hath prevailed to open the
book, and to loose the seven
seals thereof.

And I beheld, and, lo, in

the midst of the throne and
of the four beasts, and in
the midst of the elders,
stood a Lamb as it had been
slain, having seven horns
and seven eyes, which are
the seven Spirits of God
sent forth into all the
earth.

And he came and took
the book out of the right
hand of him that sat upon
the throne.

....the word of God, uhich liveth and abideth for ever.
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"THE COLONEL'S WORD WILL STAND"
During my military service in

India, in those times of mutiny and
murder, I had in my regiment a
little bugler who was weak and del
icate for the life he had to lead, but
he was born in the regiment. His
father had been killed in action,
and then his mother drooped and
died. After his mother died, his
life was made miserable by the
scoffing sneers and ribald jokes of
the men.

When little Willie Holt was 14
years old, the regiment was bivou
acking some miles from camp for
rifle practice. I had intended
leaving the lad behind, but my ser
geant-major begged hard to "take
him along." "There is mischief in
the air, Colonel," he said, "and,
rough as they treat the lad, his
pluck and his patience tells on 'em;
for the boy is a saint, sir ; he is, in
deed."

I had a rough lot of recruits just
then. Before we had been out a
fortnight, several acts of insubor
dination had been brought to my
notice, and I had pledged to make
an example of the very next offence
by having the culprit flogged.

One night targets were thrown
down and otherwise mutilated. On
investigation, the act was traced to
occupants of the very tent where
Willie Holt was camped. In vain I
appealed to them to produce the
man, and at last I said : "If any one
of you who slept in number 4 tent
last night will come forward and
take his punishment like a man,
the rest will get off free ; but if not
there remains no alternative but to
punish you all, each in turn to re
ceive ten strokes of the cat."
For the space of a couple of min

utes, dead silence followed; then
from the midst of the prisoners,
where his slight form had been
completely hidden, Willie Holt

LATTY
Connie Stoller - LeAnn Laukhuf

Bro. Chuck and Sis. Debbie Dun
ham are the happy parents of a
little boy, Jason Craig. He has a
brother and a sister to welcome him
home.

We were glad to have Minister
ing Bro. Ben Manz from Junction.

came forward. "Colonel," said he,
"you have passed your word that
if any of those who slept in number
4 tent last night comes forward to
take his punishment, the rest shall
get off free. I am ready, sir; please,
may I take it now?"

For a moment I was speechless,
so utterly was I taken by surprise ;
then, in a fury of anger and disgust,
I turned upon the prisoners : "Is
there no man among you worthy of
the name? Are you all cowards
enough to let this lad suffer for
your sins ? For that he is guiltless
you know as well as I."

But sullen and silent they stood,
with never a word.

Then I turned to the boy, whose
pleading eyes were fixed on me,
and never in all my life have I
found myself so painfully situated.
I knew my word must stand, and
the lad knew it, too, as he repeated,
"I am ready, sir."

Sick at heart, I gave the order,
and he was led away for punish
ment. Bravely he stood with bared
back, as one, two, three strokes de
scended. At the fourth a faint moan
escaped his white lips, but ere the
fifth fell, a hoarse cry burst from
the crowd of prisoners who had
been forced to witness the scene,
and with one bound Jim Sykes, the
black sheep of the regiment, seized
the whip, as with choking utter
ances he shouted: "Stop it, Colonel,
stop it, and tie me up instead! He
never did it, but I did". With con
vulsed and anguished face he flung
his arms around the boy.

Fainting and almost speechless,
Willie lifted his eyes to the man's
face and smiled. Such a smile! "No,
Jim," he whispered, "you are safe
now; the Colonel's word will
stand." Then his head fell forward.
He had fainted.

The next day I visited the hospi
tal tent where the boy lay dying.

Many good teachings were brought
to our attention.

A blessed week-end was exper
ienced by our young group in
Francesville on Dec. 9-10. Thanks
to all for their kind hospitality.

Hospital patients were Bro.
George Keysor, Charlotte Lauk
huf, and Bro. George Sinn. They

The shock had been too much for
his feeble strength. He lay propped
up on the pillows, and at his side,
half kneeling, half crouching, was
Jim Sykes. I saw the drops of sweat
standing on his brow as he mutter
ed brokenly: "Why did ye do it,
lad? Why did ye do it?"
"Because I wanted to take it for

you, Jim,'' Willie's weak voice an
swered tenderly. "I thought it
might help you to understand why
Christ died for you."
"Christ died for me?" the man

repeated.
"Yes, He died for you because He

loved you. I love you, Jim, but
Christ loves you much more. I only
suffered for one sin, but Christ
took the punishment for all the sins
you have ever committed. The pen
alty was death, Jim, and Christ
died for you."
"Christ has naught to do with

such as me, lad; I'm one of the bad
'uns; you ought to know."
"But He died to save the bad

ones," answered Willie. 'Though
you have sinned against Him, He
loves you so much that He came all
the way from heaven, and suffered
and died in your place, and now He
is calling you. He wants to cleanse
you from every stain of sin and
make you fit for His presence. He
wants you to live with Him in glory.
He was wounded for your trans
gresions. He was bruised for your
iniquities ; the chastisement o f
your peace was upon Him. How can
you resist such love as that? ...

. . . He laid his hand gently on
the man's bowed head.
After a little while we saw a

strange light in his dying eyes, and
with a happy cry he flung out his
hands as if in welcome. Then grad
ually the weak arms dropped, the
light faded from the shining eyes
and his spirit passed over fimi
earth to heaven.

are now home and doing well.
Dec. 23, Mary Ann Breitwieser

and Gene Baughman were united
in marriage. Mary Ann is the
daughter of Henry and Sis. Katie,
and Gene is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. A. L. Baughman. May God be
with them in their life together.

The engagement of Ed Wennin-



ger and Alice Coomer has been an
nounced. Ed is the son of Bro. Don
ald and Sis. Josephine, and Alice is
the daughter of Cletus and Alice. A
March wedding is planned. We wish
them God's blessings.

FRANCESVILLE
Mrs. Herman (Chris) Wuethrich

Mrs. Otto Wuethrich
With hand in hand, Sis. Linda

Bucher and Bro. John Hodel hap
pily became husband and wife, the
last Sunday in 1972. They have left
their father and mothers' home,
but they have not left their hearts.
These were the words of Bro. Ben
Fehr, as he started the services,
and then Bro. Wendell Gudeman
performed the wonderful wedding
ceremony. They will have the clos
est thing to Heaven on this earth,
their "Christian Home". The morn
ing services were so touching,
given by Bros. Bob Meyer and
Merle Bucher.

Isn't this good to hear, a baby
named Joy was born to Bro. Ron
and Sis. Diane Vogt. We can be
lieve she will bring a lot of joy to
her three sisters.

Bros. Alfred Bahler and Edward
Frank so willingly assisted Bro.
Wendell in the reading of the year
ly church meeting. We certainly
thank all the dear elders who try
so hard to keep us going on a
straight road, where all the signs
direct us to heaven.

Our dear Sis. Martha Pelsy wish
es to thank her relatives and
friends for the many beautiful
Christmas cards and gifts she re
ceived at the Care Center, and that
God may bless you all.

Our dear Sis. Julia Boehning
must be in the hospital again. We
are so thankful that dear Sis. Nola
(Richard) Wuethrich could return
home. Also Larry (Sidney) Leman
had to have knee surgery, but is
able to come to church on his
crutches.

Our good neighbor, Bro. Earl Kil
gus, said he felt joy when he walk
ed in our church, and then he gave
it back to us in his services.

Our Sis. Doris (Keith) Getz did
much for her father many years,
and now he could go to his reward.
He always served his community
well.

A sign in one of our business en
trances would be good for 1973-
"If you can't say something nice,
don't say anything at all."
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SARDIS
Karen Indermuhle

"For I the LORD thy God will
hold thy right hand, saying unto
thee, Fear not; I will help thee."

Trust His love and trust His care
Every day and everywhere.

Several have been sick or hos
pitalized during the past weeks. Sis.
Hazel Riggenbach has returned
home, following tests taken at the
hospital. Isaac Gehring has been in
the hospital, being treated for a
possible coronary.

Bro. Joe Ramsier, Rittman, had
the funeral services for Bro. Carl
Indermuhle, who passed away Dec.
13. Carl was the father of Bro.
Delbert, our minister here, Sis.
Rosella Figel, and Sis. Almeda
Brake. He had been well cared for
by his dear wife, Sis. Wiletta, hav
ing been blind for eleven years.
How wonderful that he could be
called home to "see" our Saviour
face to face.

The Lord sees our deeds of kind
ness which we do while here on
earth. Let us give freely of our
selves to care for others, as our God
in caring for us so freely sent His
Son, Jesus.

Just a deed a kindly deed,
Though it may seem small,

Yet may blossom like a flower
For the Lord of all.

Ev'ry little kindly deed
Is just like a tiny seed.

May we sow as best we may
Seeds of kindness every day.

Sis. Wiletta wishes to thank all
the loved ones and friends for their
expressions of sympathy, cards,
letters, and loving concern during
this time.

The Christmas season is over,
but may we keep in our hearts all
year round the love and Christian
spirit we experience during the
holidays.

WOLCOTT
Marjean Lehman - Arles Kropf

Another year is dawning;
Dear Master, let it be
In working or in waiting
Another year with Thee.

Bro. Wendell Gudeman was with
us for afternoon services one Sun-
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day in December. It always brings
us joy when he visits us, and we
welcome him anytime he can come.

We rejoice with our dear friends,
Glenna (Blume) Minniear and her
brother, Larry Blume, that they
have found grace to repentance and
now have peace in their hearts. We
all look forward to their proving
and baptism in the near future.

Several from our congregation
visited families "away" over the
holidays and others came home,
sharing with us in our worship
services on Christmas and New
Years.

Jennifer Hopkins, little daughter
of Sis. Diane Hopkins, had the mis
fortune of stepping on a needle,
requiring surgery to get it re
moved.

We are thankful that Sis. Irene
Lehman was able to spend a day in
her home again, and is now with
her daughter in Lafayette.

CONGERVILLE
Nonna Stahil - Linda Knapp
All of us enjoyed hearing the

Christmas story on Dec. 20. Our
program was titled, "Christ, the
Greatest Gift." When we think of
His humble birth, then all He has
done for us, we truly realize Christ
is the greatest Gift.

Bro. Jerry and Sis. Arlene Ban
wart were blessed with a little girl
on Dec. 12. Denise Joy is welcomed
home by Peggy Ann, 21%. Grand
parents are Bro. Paul and Sis. Sara
Tanner of Eureka and Bro. Harvey
and Sis. Sylvia Banwart of La
Crosse. May God lead, guide and
direct them in raising their chil
dren.

Our sincere sympathy goes to the
family of Sis. Elizabeth Hartter,
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who passed away Dec. 18. A me
morial service was held here. She
will be greatly missed by our whole
congregation.

Over the holidays, we have en
joyed meeting and greeting those
we love. Tim Zimmerman, son of
Bro. Orville and Sis. Lula, was
home from the service. He has
about a year of service yet. Doris
and Marge Knapp, daughters of
Bro. Ben and Sis. Elsie, both were
home also, Sis. Marge from Atlan
ta, Georgia, and Sis. Doris from
Brazil, where she is with Project
Hope. As they each go back to their
places, may God's blessings go with
them.

Sis. Marge (Fred) Knapp was in
the hospital for a few days for
surgery. We are thankful she is
now feeling better and is able to be
with us again.

Bro. Simon Wagenbach from Tre
mont and Bro. Gene Lehman from
Wolcott were our visiting ministers.
We are so thankful that they come
bringing the true word. May their
blessings be many.

Another dear soul has made a
very important decision. Mi k e
Schieber, son of Bro. Harold and
Sis. Alma, has left the way of the
world to walk in His way. We pray
he will have God's grace sufficient
for each day.

Summary of 1972: 7 births, 1
death, 11 converts, and 3 marriages.

PRINCEVILLE
Ruth Ricketts

Once in a manger lowly
Hundreds of years ago
A little Babe so holy,
Came to this world below
Near was a crowded city,
Bethlehem dark and old.
Here Joseph sought for pity,
Chill was the night and cold ...
Glory to God in the Highest,
Peace and good will to men,
Glory to God in the Highest,
Ever Amen! Amen!

This was sung by a group of girls
when the Sunday School presented
the Christmas Program Dec. 17.
Many of the little ones were very
eager to speak of the Saviour's
birth, and sang with much enthu
siasm. How many lessons these in
nocent little ones teach us. Many
of the shut-ins and older folks were
gladdened when several groups
went about singing the beautiful
Christmas carols before Christmas.
We had much ice, and the air was
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very cold, but the young folks
didn't seem to mind and were
warmed in their hearts by bring
ing ioy to others.

We were happy to have Bro. Wm.
Funk from Garden Grove, Iowa
spend the Sunday before Christmas
with us, and appreciate William's
heart-warming m e s s ages . On
Christmas Day we had a number
of visitors, among them Bro. Lynn
Klopenstein from Alabama. Lynn
delivered the Christmas message
to a large number of attentive hear
ers. We welcome them back.

There has been quite a lot of
sickness, with several being in the
hospital. Sis. Marie Kieser spent
two weeks at the Arthritic Clinic
in Ottowa and received treatments.
Bro. Fred Schafer had surgery and
is convalescing at home, being able
to be out a bit. Bro. Silas Leut
hold had knee surgery at Mayo's
the first part of December and is
getting along nicely. He feels the
operation was successful, for which
we are all thankful. He is expec
ting to get home the first of the
year. Sis. Louise Baurer is able to
worship with us again, after sev
eral weeks treatment in the hos
pital, getting home just before
Christmas. One Sunday afternoon,
as Sis. Lydia Feucht was going into
her home after getting home from
church, she slipped on the ice and
fell, breaking her arm just below
the shoulder. She spent a few days
in the hospital (her arm was in a
cast). She returned home, and a
few days later had terrible pains
in her leg, and had to return to the
hospital for treatment of blood
clots. She is still in the hospital
and getting along as well as she
can. Since she must stay in bed,
the cast was removed from her
arm and she is more comfortable.
Bro. Dan Siebenthal hasn't been
feeling so well and has been confin
ed to his home for several weeks
since returning from the hospital,
where he received treatments fol
lowing a stroke.

Early on the morning of Dec. 26,
an aged sister, Rosina Koelling, 83,
closed her eyes to this weary world.
She was born in Germany Feb. 24,
1889, a daughter of Peter and Ma
rie Schneider Glaser. She married
Charles Koelling in Oakville, Aug.
18, 1912. Following his death, Rose
was taken to a nursing home,
where she lived for the past seven
years. Surviving are five sons;

Levi and Carl of Bradford; Samuel
of Venice, Florida; Daniel of Zion,
Illinois; and Frank of Lakeland,
Florida. . . five daughters. Hulda
of Eureka: Mrs. Ji1ion Miller of
terling Height, Michigan; Mrs.
Esther Graham of Jacksonville,
Florida; Mrs. Clara Reed of Chil
licothe, Illinois; and Mrs. Frances
Mekowski of Lemont.

Funeral services were held by
our local ministers and Bro. LeRoy
Ehnle of Bradford, on Dec. 28, and
she was laid to rest in the church
cemetery beside her husband. Our
sympathy is extended to the fam
ily, yet we rejoice knowing she has
something so much better than she
had here.

Our benches were well filled the
last Sunday of the month and last
day of the year, when a number of
young folks from Oakville, Good
field and Congerville spent ihe day
with us and then returned for
New Year's Eve services. How
good it is to have so many young
folks who enjoy being a part of
God's family, our church of tomor
row. As we heard how we should
keep the true faith burning, may
these young folks walk close to God
and be satisfied to keep the old tra
ditions and not desire new ones.

To help another on life's way,
To smile and chase a frown away,
To hide a fault, reveal the good,
To love my neighbors as I should,
To bring good cheer to one who's

sad,
To make a lonely body glad,
To share my joys and blessings too,
This will I try each day to do !

Bro. Charles Schafer spent the
holidays with his parents, Bro.
Fred and Sis. Esther, and sister
Judy, and leaves Jan. 5 for Ger
many and a new assignment.

The year of 1972 was one of
many blessings, with a few heart
aches and disappointments. We had
eight funerals; three brothers in
faith, two sisters in faith and
three friends. Seven families wel
comed babies. three girls and four
boys. Five of our young members
were united in marriage, two
couples making Princeville their
home church. Four brothers and
one sister were added to the fold,
and we have five new converts
awaiting to be taken into the fold.

A Thank You: I wish to thank
my many friends and relatives for



the cards and gifts, to those who
visited me while in the hospital,
also to those that remembered me
at the Christmas Season. May God
bless you. Dan Siebenthal.

PEORIA
Emily Tanner

Mrs. Michael Weyeneth
"Let the words of my mouth, and

the meditation of my heart, be ac
ceptable in thy sight, O LORD, my
strength, and my redeemer." These
words ended our New Year's eve
services, and our hope and prayer
for the New Year is the same. May
all you dear readers have a very
blessed 1973.

We're very happy to welcome Sis.
Erma Schlatter See and Bro. Herb
Schwenk in our precious faith. On
Saturday evening they gave testi
monies of their repentance, forgive
ness of sins, conversion and peace
in their lives, and on Sunday, Dec.
17, they were baptized. Bro. Ed
Hohulin assisted Bro. Roy Sauder
in this important work. Bro. Elmer
Witzig was also a guest minister
on Sunday. We thank both these
dear brothers for the many deep
and sincere messages they impar
ted to us.

Bro. Daniel and Sis. Miriam
Messerli announced the engage
ment of their daughter, Brenda
Kay, to Willie Junior Moore, son of
James R. Moore of rural Peoria.

Bro. Leslie and Sis. Eunice Un
sicker of Peoria announce the en
gagement of their daughter, Ann
Kathryn, to Jim Kellenberger, son
of Bro. Gene and Sis. Marian Kel
lenberger of rural Sabetha.

Karen Joy Geyer, daughter of
Bro. Walter and Sis. Hazel Geyer,
and Ricky Don Kellenberger, son of
Sis. Marie C. Kellenberger of Sa
betha were united in marriage at
the Fellowship Hall on Dec. 30.
Their address is Apt. R 1 Jardine
Terrace, Kansas State University,
Manhattan, Kansas 66506.

Bill and Ruth Tanner Hoerr are
the happy parents of Brett Alan,
born Dec. 7.

A daughter, Rebekah Joy, born
Dec. 15, brought joy to the home
of Bro. Mike and Sis. Dorothy Ho
del Meister. The miracle of birth
brings great joy and many bless
ings in the home where love is
abounding.

The evening of Dec. 17, our Sun
day School classes presented their
Christmas program in song and
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verse. The children were all so
sweet as they relayed their mes
sages of Christ's birth.

Bro. David Kieser came to share
the conference conclusions with our
Bros. Roy Sauder and Chuck Hem
mer. We thank our dear brothers
for their labors of love and sharing
these matters with us.

Sisters Mazie Thomas and Dee
Metzger and Bro. Howard Herman
were chosen to be new Sunday
School teachers, and Bro. Willis
Hunziker our new trustee. We wish
for these dear ones God's grace and
guidance in their new duties.

Sis. Lillian Koehl is a patient in
Mennonite Hospital in Blooming
ton, where she had a corneal trans
plant. So far, everything has gone
well. Bro. Al Thomas is also a hos
pital patient. Let us remember
these folks in our prayers.

Note of thanks: We wish to ac
knowledge with grateful thanks
the many expressions of sympathy
at the death of our father and hus
band. The Chris Sauder family.

REMINGTON
Anna M. Waibel

"Grace be with you, mercy, and
peace, from God the Father . . .
and the Son ..."

Where is the treasure, lasting and
dear,

That shall insure thee a happy new
year?

Faith that increaseth, walking in
light,

Hope that aboundeth, happy and
bright.

Love that is perfect, casting out
fear,

These shall insure thee a happy
new year.

Peace in the Saviour, rest at His
feet,

Smile on His countenance, radiant
and sweet;

Joy in His presence, Christ ever
near,

This will insure thee a Happy New
Year!

For the New Year: God's perfect
will, nothing more, nothing less,
nothing else !

Bro. Ben Braker received a
severe hand injury while working
with the corn picker. We are all
thankful it was not worse. Due to
very wet weather, some of the
beans and corn are not harvested.
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My sister, Louise has cleaned the
church for 15 years, with my sis
ters Eunice and Sarah helping her.
Sisters Michaleen (Marvin) Braker
and Martha (Harlan) Braker are
taking over the work as of now.

Bro. Merle Kaisner and others
from Fairbury were with us one
Sunday in spite of the icy roads.

Kathy Kilgus, Bro. Earl and Sis.
Arlene's daughter, was married to
Robert Gretencord of here on Fri
day, Dec. 15, by Bro. Edwin Bahler
at the Fellowship Hall. They will
live in an apartment here.

We spent a blessed Wednesday
evening when Bros. Herman Kel
lenberger and Wendell Gudeman re
vealed the conclusions of the Con
ference.

Our Sunday School held their
Christmas program on Sunday
afternoon, Dec. 17.
We were blest by the visit of Bro.

Verlin Stoller on the last day of the
year.

RITTMAN
Florence Hartzler

1973 has come. What are you go
ing to do about it? Treat it like
1972, or are you going to make
some changes in your life. Why not
decide to give your life to the Lord,
and serve him? What a very won
derful way to start the new year!

A call in the evening, a voice com
ing from across the water, Leon
Rufener calling from Germany say
ing, He is repenting. What a won
derful gift to mom and dad, Bro.
Orin and Sis. Anna. We also re
joice with them, and pray the Lord
will give him grace sufficient for
all his needs. For those of you who
would like to write to Leon, his ad
dress is as follows: PFC Leon Rufe
ner 274-44-5488, 31st Surgical Hos
pital (MA), APO New York 09045.

A son, Scott Allen, was born to
Betty and Zane Bachman. Little
Scott's grandparents are Bro. Roy
and Sis. Mabel Maibach; Bro. Ben
Gasser is the great-grandfather.

Funeral services for Bro. John
Bauman were held on Dec. 18. He
passed away suddenly at his home
near Sterling. Surviving are one
daughter, Sis. Mabel; three broth
ers, Bros. Noah of Sterling, Ben of
Rittman, Joe of Bremen; one sis
ter, Sis. Martha Beery, Sterling.
We pray the Lord will be near our
dear Sis. Mabel, as she is left alone.

Jim Laukhauf is in a Cleveland
hospital, where he was sent, soon
after coming home from the serv-
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ice to spend the holidays with his
folks. He had been sick at Camp
Polk, La., but was getting along
good enough to be able to come
home, but it didn't last long. Our
prayers are with him and his folks,
Bro. Alvin and Sis. Katherine.

In this year just past, we have
had five baptisms, four weddings of
members, twelve weddings of
friends, twenty-two births, and ten
funerals. We each one can do our
part to make this world a better
place to live, and to keep Christ
first in our life.

ROANOKE
Erma Moser - Doris Mangold
Happy New Year! We are again

exposed to a new year. What are
you going to do, take it lying down
until it runs its course? Or are you
going to demonstrate that you are
strong and powerful in the Lord
and will come out a better person?

Our thanks to Elder Bro. Ed
Hohulin from Goodfield for his
faithful service in helping our El
der Bro. Gene Bertschi with the
reading of the memorandum.

A baby girl was born to Bro. Bob
and Sis. Mary Bradle on Sunday,
Dec. 10. Three sisters and one
brother welcome little Kathy Jane.

A blessed Saturday evening was
spent in hearing the testimonies of
six souls who have given their
hearts to the Lord. On Sunday, bap
tismal services were held for Gary
Blunier (Bro. Walter and Sis. Mar
ion), Judy and Kathy Sauder (Bro.
Bill and Sis. Dorothy), Eileen Hohu
lin (Bro. Bob and Sis. Marie), John
Huschen (Brach and June Sauder) ,
Beverly Leman (Bro. Sam and Sis.
Ann). Helping in this important
work was Elder Bro. Ed Ringger of
Gridley, Ill.

Sunday, Dec. 17, the Sunday
School Christmas program was
held. Even tho the roads were icy
and the weather cold, we enjoyed
hearing the little ones-through
the young adults sing and speak
His praises.

Those who have spent some time
in the hospital and are able to be
home again are: Sis. Pat Sauder,
and Bro. and Sis. Herb Blunier's
little son, Brian.

Sis Bina Bertsch is in Eureka
Hospital. Sis. Marie Blunier has
been confined to her home.

The family of Sis. Hulda Beer
celebrated her 95th birthday with
a dinner.

Graveside services were held for
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Baby Raub Braker, son of Bro. Jim
and Sis. Marge. May God comfort
them in their loss.

We were blessed with visits from
Ministering Bros. Steve Rinken
berger, Cissna Park; Elmer Witzig,
Gridley; Vernon Leman, Eureka;
Art Baurer, Princeville; and Elder
Bro. David Bertsch, Leo.

Bro. Richard and Sis. Erma Mo
ser announce the engagement of
their daughter, Janice, to Jim
Bates, son of Sim and Virginia
Bates.

TOLEDO
Lydia Meister

A Prayer for the New Year

Dear Lord,
Give us through the coming year,

Quietness of mind.
Teach us to be patient,

And always to be kind.
Show us that in quietness,

We can feel your presence near.
Filling us with joy and peace,
Throughout the coming year.

Sunday evening, Dec. 17, our
Sunday School classes gave their
Christmas Program. It was deligh
fully dedicated to our Lord's birth.
All recitations were precious, and
the choir's anthems lovely. The fel
lowship meeting after the program
was so nice. One gets to meet the
parents of the children and the
friends who are always so welcome.

The following evening, in spite
of misty rainy weather, the carol
ers went singing. They visited nur
sing homes, the homes of some of
us "oldsters", and the ill at home,
making a bright spot in the gloom
for all who heard them. A warm
"thank you" to the Sunday School
teachers and all who make the two
evenings so rich in the joy of the
Spirit.

At our annual meeting, Rolf
Kaeppler was voted in as a trustee.

Sis. Chloris Burkholder and Em
ma Sclick are still on the invalid
list, but making progress toward
health, we are happy to report.

ALTADENA
Judy Hackenjos

"Come," they said, "let's worship
the universe!"

But the universe was as lonely as
I was.

"Come," they said, "let's worship
the sun!"

But the sun disappeared at night.
"Come," they said, "let's worship

the seal"
But the sea cared only for itself.
Then I met the Perfect Son ; and

the universe, the sun, and the
sea all bowed down to their
Creator,

And so did I.

The Christmas season has truly
been a blessed one. As we celebra
ted, the story of the life of Jesus
became more real. God sent His only
begotten Son to be born as a mortal
man. He lived a life, perfect and
sinless, setting an example for all
to follow through His teachings.
Jesus was born, died for our sins
and now is risen from the dead, liv
ing in Heaven and in the hearts of
all believers ! Hallelujah I

Our Sunday School Bible Class,
along with many others, enjoyed
an evening of Christmas caroling.
They visited a nursing home and
many individuals from our congre
gation, sharing the joy of Christ
mas through praises to the Lord.

On Dec. 24, we were blessed by
the word Ministering Bro. Robert
Miller shared with us. That after
noon, our Sunday School presented
their Christmas Program. We hope
the congregation enjoyed it as
much as we teachers and students
involved.

May the Lord richly bless all you
dear brothers and sisters through
out this new year I
"Even so, come, Lord Jesus."

ELGIN, IL.
Louise Steffen - Katie Kachelmuss

Heavenward, e'er heavenward let
us wend our way.

What the righteous seek is there,
found without delay,

But not on earth. Joy here alter
nates with woe.

Lift on high from earth below thy
heart and mind.

And this we experienced during
the past year, loved ones laid to
rest, precious souls added to the
Fold, and dear little ones born into
this world. Our oldest member, Sis.
Sarah Braun, passed away, but we
still have a Sarah Braun among us,
the little daughter of Bro. Herman
and Sis. Sharon Braun, with a dif
ference of about 95 years in their
ages. Sis. Sarah was a great, great
aunt of little Sarah.
... And we rejoice that Terry



Metzger was added to the Fold and
is now a sister in Christ. She is the
daughter of Bro. Larry and Sis.
Bernetta Metzger of 389 Prairie
St .. Elgin Ill 60120.

John, husband of Esther Giezel
Koch, has been at Mayo's in Roches
ter, and we hope he will soon be
able to return to his home feeling
better. Esther has been with him
there. They live at 1026 Morton
Ave., Elgin Ill 60120.

Our Christmas program was en
joyed by many, and we are grate
ful and thankful to the teachers
who put forth such efforts in this
important work of sowing the seed
in the tender hearts. Also the
groups of carollers who visited the
shut-ins and others, may God bless
them all.

Bro. Gerald and Sis. Marylin Kel
lenberger have announced the en
gagement of their daughter Connie
to Thomas, son of Bro. John and
Sis. Elizabeth Schambach. A March
10 wedding is planned.

Bro. Wm. and Sis. Cora Scham
bach have announced the engage
ment of their daughter Joyce to
Wayne, son of Fred and Sis, Louise
Schifferer. A Feb. 10 wedding is
planned.

Mark Steffen, son of Bro. Na
than and Sis. Marylin, was married
to Barbara, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. LeRoy Elvin, on Dec. 28. At
present they will make their home
in Denver, where Mark is attend
ing college. Address: 1107 Penn
sylvania Apt. 9, Denver Colo 80203.

We wish all these young people
God's blessing in their undertak
ings.

Births: A son, Anthony Lee, was
born on Dec. 1 to Chuck and Caro
lyn Feucht, who live at 602 Lucille
St., South Elgin Ill 60120. The
grandparents are John and Flor
ence Feucht of Elgin, and Bro. Her
man and Sis. Oleda Menold of Mor
ton ... A daughter, Lania Marie,
was born Nov. 26 to Bro. Richard
and Sis. Janice Schock, who live
in Guadalaiara, Mexico. The grand
parents are Bro. Richard and Sis.
Lyla Schock of Elgin, and Bro. Al
bert and Sis. Edith Joos of Han
cock. Richard, Janice and little
Lania visited the grandparents, on
both sides, over the holidays, and
are now going back to Mexico,
where Richard is attending college.
Are you changing your address? Send

in ahead, letting know when to change.
Send zip number.
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DETROIT
Bonnie Popp

Wonderful story of love;
Tell it to me again;
Wonderful story of love ;
Wake the immortal strain!
Angels with rapture announce it;
Shepherds with wonder receive it;
Sinner, 0 won't you believe it,
Wonderful story of love.

The world with lights aglow and
with shouts of love, is still in spiri
tual darkness. Oh that the light
of the TRUE Prince of Peace may
find its way into the hearts of
many now lost in darkness.

Let us rejoice at His coming and
much more at His saving power. He
is the faith, hope and light of our
lives. Let us, as believers, keep a
Christmas spirit daily.

Our Christmas program was
held on Dec. 17. We were so glad
to have our friends and neighbors
gather with us to hear the little
ones tell of the story of the Babe
in Bethlehem. May we have been
humbled at the childlike faith and
simple trust so evident in these lit
tle innocent ones.

Alan Maibach (son of Bro. Ben
and Sis. Lorene) and Sharon Zum
mach were married on Dec. 16. Our
best wishes go with this young
couple as they make their journey
of life together.

As this year comes to a close and
a new one begins, we see so many
making plans and resolutions for
the coming months. Do we really
know what lies ahead? Have we
sought the kingdom of God first
that all the rest might follow? Let
us place our trust in the Heavenly
Father, and pray that His will. and
not our own, would be fulfilled in
the days ahead.

Take Thou my hand and lead me,
Choose Thou my way.

Not as I will, 0 Father,
Teach me to say.

What though the storms may
gather,

Thou knowest best.
Safe in Thy holy keeping,
There I would rest.

FAIRBURY
Joyce Huber

George Hibsch, 81, passed away,
and funeral services were held by
Bro. Joe Kaisner. Recently George
fell in the kitchen of his home,
breaking his hip. Surviving are his
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wife, Louise (Aellig); a daughter,
Mrs. Barbara Melvin of Calif.; and
a son Douglas. George was a re
tired building contractor. He will
be missed by his family and many
friends.

The Christmas Season is a time
when a special spirit of love pre
vails and extra charitable deeds
were wrought. The Sunday School
teachers also took time to have
their classes present the Christmas
Story in a program, Sunday eve
ning at church.

We are sorry that Russell Wen
ger suffered a stroke, but the doc
tor says he is responding well.
Chris Haab was hospitalized.

Bro. Ernie Gerber was with us, a
Sunday, giving us inspiring mes
sages.

LACROSSE
Pearl Nuest - Gwen Bucher

A Christmas Prayer

0 God, our help in ages past,
Our hope in years to be

Look down upon this present
And see our need of Thee ...

We need Thy help and counsel
To make us more aware

That our safety and security
Lie solely in Thy care ...

And so we pray this Christmas
To feel Thy presence near

And for Thy all-wise guidance
Throughout the coming year . . .

And keep us gently humble
In the greatness of Thy love,

So some day we are fit to dwell
With Thee in peace above.

Sunday, Dec. 17, with the as
sistance of Elder Bro. Al Fisher,
Chicago, many heard the testimony
of true repentance and witnessed
the baptism of Curt Frank. His
father, Elder Bro. Edward Frank,
had the great joy of baptizing him.

In verse and song, the Sunday
School children presented the story
of Christ's birth and the effect this
great event had on all mankind. We
were happy to have Bro. Gene Leh
man (Wolcott) with us for services
on Christmas morning.

Bro. Virgil and Sis. Ruth Hein
old are happy to announce the ar
rival of a new granddaughter, Holly
Ann, born Dec. 29 to Bro. Jay and
Sis. Jill (Heinold) Plattner of the
Goodfield congregation.

Mr. and Mrs. Art Luthi are
happy to announce the marriage of
their son, Capt. Arthur Luthi, and
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Barbara Nation, daughter of Mr.
Robert Falkenstein of A 1 a n t a ,
Georgia. They were married on
Thanksgiving Day. May God bless
this union of hearts. He is stationed
at Alanta, Georgia in the Air Force.
Their home address is: Capt. Ar
thur Luthi, 2107 Woodlake Dr.,
Marietta, Georgia 30060.

NEUHUETTEN, GERMANY
Tom and Tammy Speicher

The birth date of our Saviour,
Jesus Christ, has come and gone
for 1972 with some of us away
from our loved ones in a foreign
land. Yet as our service group as
sembled at the residence of Bro.
Heinz and Sis. Trude Maurer to
commemorate this most holy oc
casion, the touching spiritual edi
fication of a Christmas at home
was not absent. It served to remind
us that regardless of our national
ity, or orientation to a given cul
ture, that "There is neither Jew
nor Greek, there neither bond nor
free, there is neither male nor fe
male: for ye are all one in Christ
Jesus."
After several months without

meetings, we have begun to meet
again, due to the arrival of four
new individuals for their tour of
duty. They are George Sauder from
Morris, Leon Rufener from Ritt
man, my wife Tammy and myself
from Milford.

The Maurers make their home
open to us any week-end that we
are off duty. We have singings,
Bible reading, and hear the word
preached from tape by our minis
tering brethren in the States. Any
one who receives orders for Ger
many and would want to be a part
of our Christian fellowship should
contact the Maurers at the follow
ing address: Heinz Maurer, 7116
Walklensweiler. Post Neuheutten,
Germany. Telephone 079-45-479.

We are all grateful to the
Maurers for their Christian kind
ness and are thankful to you for
your prayers, because in our time
of adjustment to our new surround
ings, love from God and those we
love are our Refuge. May God bless
you with the spirit of Christian
love.

SILVERTON
Judith Knecht

Winter weather settled over our
western state during the middle of
December. Snow was a beautiful
sight on our trees and mountains.
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During this time, our water pipes
froze in Silverton. We wish to
thank the Portland congregation
for their loving and kind hospital
ity, as we assembled with them for
two weeks.

Sis. Mildred Dietrich (Bro. Clar
ence) was hospitalized during the
month of December, but we are
happy to report she is able to as
semble with us again. Sis. Helen
Liebig joined her sister, Sis. Mil
dred and family for the holidays.
We are thankful she had a safe and
blessed journey.

Christmas Day found our little
church full. Following services was
our Sunday School Christmas pro
gram. It was very touching as the
chlidren sang songs of praise and
recited. We pray it will also touch
their hearts, as it did ours, and
that these memories will linger as
they grow older. May the Lord
bless our Sunday School teachers
for all their efforts.

As the new year begins, may we
strive each day to serve our Lord
and Saviour more faithfully.

WICHITA
Glennis Allenbach

Praise the Lord! we had to add
extra chairs for church last Sunday.

We have been blessed with many
visitors during December.

Mr. G. H. Franzen from Corning,
New York, spent the holiday and
attended church with his son, Rick,
prior to Rick's leaving for Thai
land. Mr. Franzen stated that he
was very thankful that his son has
found a church and people such as
we.

Jerry and Donna Farney and
family attended church while visit
ing his parents, the Harvey Far
neys.

Sis. Carol and Earl Carter wel
come a new son. He has an older
sister and brother.

We're looking forward to a fruit
ful year with many plans to com
plete and much work to do for the
new addition to our church.

We search the world for truth. We
cull

The good, the true, the beautiful,
From graven stone and written

scroll,
And all old flower-fields of the

soul;
And, weary seekers of the best.
We come back laden from our quest,
To find that all the sages said
Is in the Book our mothers read.

A thought for the New Year

Another year to follow hard,
Where better souls have trod,
Another year of life's delight;
Another year of God! Amen.

EUREKA
Cathryn Wettstein
Salome Schumacher

As we all are starting into a new
year,

May God send his blessings from
above;

As He has always d o n e so
faithfully,

Now let's all show Him more love
in 1973.

Our visitors were Bro. Earl Kil
gus-Remington, Bro. V e r n on
Schwab-Wolcott. These three
brothers were with us when we had
the provings on Dec. 2: Bro. Silas
Leuthold-Princeville, Bro. Ezra
Feller-Cissna Park, Bro. Edwin
Ringger-Gridley. We did appre
ciate their visit and labors of love.

One death in December: William
Sinn Sr., who died in Eureka Hos
pital on Dec. 19. He is survived by
his wife, Sis. Evalina, and two
sons-Will Jr of Fairfield, Iowa,
and Richard of Roanoke. Bro. Ver
non Leman had the services at the
church on Dec. 22. Will had been
staying at the A.C. Home.

On Dec. 24, Bro. Leroy Huber
performed a wedding ceremony,
uniting Sis. Marjorie Fehr and Bro.
Tom Clauss as man and wife. Her
folks are Bro. and Sis. Ralph and
Lula Fehr. They are living in Fran
cesville, where he is employed.

Hospital patients are Sis. Cora
Schumacher, Bro. Joe's wife. She
is in Methodist Hospital. Kenneth
Hinrichsen, son of Bro. and Sis.
Thurman and Laydene Hinrichsen,
was hospitalized but is now home.
Sam Blunier Jr. was also a patient
a few days in Eureka Hospital, af
ter having an accident. He is now
repenting. Also Debra Biunier,
daughter of Bro. and Sis. Lewis
and Clara, is repenting.

The annual Christmas program,
by the Sunday School classes, was
given Dec. 17. It is always wonder
ful to hear the children of all ages
express themselves, in word and
songs of Jesus wonderful birth.

Services were held on Christmas
Day with a large crowd in attend
ance. Church services were held



New Year's eve, with Bro. Vernon
Leman giving the message.

Bro. Philo Fehr was a hospital
patient awhile, due to a broken hip,
after a fall at the "Home". He is
now back at the "Home" getting
along quite well.

Sue Hinrichsen was married on
Dec. 2 to Michael Hodges. Her par
ents are Bro. and Sis. Thurman
and Laydene. Kathy Getz was mar
ried on Dec. 30 to Bob Nicholson.
They were married by Bro. Ed Ho
hulin. Kathy's parents are Bro. and
Sis. Melvin and Margaret.

The following is a summary of
last years happenings: 7 funerals,
8 baptisms, 13 more converts (4 of
these are announced to be proved
now), 3 church weddings-4 wed
dings of some of our friends, 5 new
babies.

Note of Thanks : I wish to thank
each one who has remembered me
in any way, with cards, gifts,
prayers, and visits the past several
months and at this blessed Christ
mas season. May each one be
blessed for their kindness and love.
Sis. Martha Wettstein.

Birth-A baby girl to Bro. and
Sis. Joel and Sonia Banwart, born
Dec. 27. She has been named Ellen
Sue. Two brothers and two sisters
are happy to have a new sister.

ALTO
Joyleen Blough

Two hands unite in love today
Their inner state expressing
In love and trust to walk always
And seek through life a blessing.
Yet to unite such sacred band
There must prevail another hand;
God's hand must lay caressing
On yours to find a blessing.

As the new year began a new
chapter of time, Bro. A. Curtis
Kaeb, son of Bro. Alpheus and Sis.
Hermine of Bay City, and Sis. Lu
anne Blough, daughter of Bro. Noah
and Sis. Marguerite, also began a
new chapter in their lives. On Dec.
31 they were joined in Holy Matri
mony by Elder Bro. Joe Waibel.
May their life together be filled
with much happiness, and the
Lord's blessings be ever with them.

Several of the Sunday School
classes collected money, food and
clothing for two needy families in
the Alto area. Then the Sunday
before Christmas, the S u n d a y
School teachers took their classes
with them to deliver the goods to
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these families. The children enjoyed
making some needy families happy.

Many people gathered with us
for our Christmas program, given
by our Sunday School classes. The
songs and readings brought us to
the true meaning of Christmas.

CHICAGO
Our Sunday School children pre

sented an inspiring Christmas Pro
gram. They conveyed feelings of
joy and hope, as they described
the meaningful events surround
ing the birth of the Christ Child.

We enjoyed the beauty of a
white and glistening landscape
throughout much of December.
However, the icy conditions contri
buted to a number of accidents,
which led to fractures and hospital
izations for several of our congre
gation. Bro. Earl Feller, Sisters
Doris Kuerth and Ida Laubscher
are now doing well as they recover
from their various mishaps.

ELGIN IOWA
Mrs. George Butikofer

The blessings of the Christmas
season, the reaccounting of the
Saviour's birth, the gifts, the fel
lowship and warmth of kin and
friends and the happiness of the
children, all these are now only
memories. We begin to realize how
important time is and how speedily
it passes away.

How to Find Happiness
Through the Year

Everybody everywhere
seeks happiness, it's true,

But finding it and keeping it
seems difficult to do.

Difficult because we think that
happiness is found

Only in the places where wealth
and fame abound-

For in making Others Happy we
will be happy, too.

For the happiness you give away
returns to shine on you.

We did so enjoy listening to the
program the Sunday School pupils
presented. It consisted of readings
and songs appropiate for the Christ
mas season. The selfsame evening
found quite a large group of folks
carolling at the homes where older
folks dwell. A lunch was later en
joyed in the dining area of our
church. We feel inclined to mention
of how Lucy Christen seemed to
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enjoy the singing. She has been af
flicted with arthritis, and due to
this, is not able to come and go as
she formerly did. She however re
mains very active in her home,
cooking, etc., and gathers the news
for our local paper. Walter, her
brother, shares the old home with
Lucy, doing the outside chores. We
were impressed when, after the
singing session had been completed,
Lucy asked that a prayer be offered
in their home. May God bless these
folks for their hospitality.

Whatever the New Year has in
store,

Remember there's always a good
reason for

Everything that comes into our life
For even in times of struggle and

strife
If we but lift our eyes above
We see our cross as a gift of

love ...
For things that cause the heart to

ache
Until we find that it must break
Become the strength by which we

climb
To higher heights that are sublime.
And in the radiance of God's smiles
We learn to soar above life's trials.

Mother hasn't been dismissed
from Rochester as yet, but in view
of the fact that she is gaining in
strength, we are thankful.

Two more varieties of feathered
songsters are being seen at our
feeding station, namely the purple
finch and golden-crowned kinglet.

Our weekly Wed. evening Bible
study sessions have been susnended
on account of weather conditions,
as per usual, and will not be re
sumed until next spring.

IOWA CITY
Patty Stoller - Joan Mogler
Our ministers for December were

Bros. Uriel Gehring (Burlington),
Cleo Rinkenberger (Pulaski), and
Harvey Heiniger (Oakville). An
interesting comparison was made
between a car approaching a stop
sign and a man's spiritual walk of
life. At a stop sign we must not on
ly stop, but must look well before
driving onward. Often in our spirit
ual walk of life, God causes us to
stop. We must not only watch at
that stopping-point, but must pray
for direction before proceeding.

We rejoice that Wayne Herman
(Princeville) has found the need to
seek his soul's salvation. Wayne is
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a sophomore at the University of
Iowa. We wish him God's richest
blessings in his new walk of life.

GRIDLEY, KANSAS
Edna Somerhalder-Wilma Young

The Sunday School children pre
sented an inspiring Christmas pro
gram, consisting mainly of songs
and Bible readings . . . The same
old story, yet so refreshing.

Sympathy is extended to Glen
and Faye Kraft in the passing of
her father, Grant Sherman in Okla
homa.

Bro. Sam and Sis. Esther Kraft
observed their 50th wedding anni
versary on Dec. 24. Both have lived
in this area since birth. Their seven
children hosted a reception at the
grade school. The guest book was
signed by 245. Their children are :
Glen, John, Sam, Bros. Lloyd and
Harold of Kansas, Richard (Ariz.),
and Virginia Morrison from Colo
rado, also 26 grandchildren, two
great-grandchildren. All were pres
ent except Glen's family, who were
absent due to the funeral of his
father-in-law. This saddened the
day. They wish to express appreci
ation to friends and relatives for
173 cards received.

Tammy, 11% years old, the daugh
ter of Sis. Janiece and Dale Isch,
was hospitalized for double pneu
monia ... was happy to see her in
church.

Bro. Joseph Somerhalder is re
cuperating from a broken arm, due
to a fall on the ice. Sis. Lydia
(Andy Sr.) Young is hospitalized
for tests and observation.

. . . Have had several weeks of
wintry weather, snow, ice, and zero
temperature. The snow had melted
before Christmas, temperatures in
the 60's during the holidays. This
morning we have a beautiful sight.
A freezing rain covered trees, fen
ces, etc., then a snow blanketed the
entire area.

PULASKI
Nancy Musselman
Ernestine Wuthrich

We welcome Howard and Sis.
Irene Musselman, who have moved
here from Morton. They have pur
chased a farm near Bloomfield.
A little boy, Chad Jason, was

born to Bro. Bill and Sis. Ernestine
Wuthrich on Dec. 27. Kristy and
Montie are his sister and brother.
Bro. Albert and Sis. Elizabeth
Wuthrich of Pulaski and Bro. Ed
and Sis. Frieda Gerber of Rock
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Rapids are his grandparents.
Bro. Albert and Sis. Elizabeth

Banwart Wuthrich were married
50 years on Dec. 31. In observance
of their Golden Wedding anniver
sary, a reception, hosted by the
couple's children, was given for
them. Thank You: We wish to
thank our relatives and friends for
the nice gifts and cards received.
Bro. Albert and Sis. E 1 z abet h
Wuthrich.

As we begin a fresh new year,
let us keep in mind these words of
a hymnwriter :

I don't know about tomorrow;
I just live from day to day.
I don't worry o'er the future,
For I know what Jesus said.
I know who holds tomorrow,
And I know He holds my hand.

SHIODA, JAPAN
Willis R. Ehnle

On Christmas night we went car
oling to four different homes in the
Shioda area. At Grandfather Sae
gusa's home we went in and had
tea. He is about 84 years old, but
still has a lot of energy. He said
that when you get to be his age, all
you can do is pray. He also does
some work, because we know he
carried a large planted crysanthe
mum flower over to us earlier in
the fall. He had raised it with ten
der care and wanted us to enjoy it.
Saegusa San has been a professing
Christian for many years, and in
his younger years suffered some
persecution because of his profes
sion of faith in Christ. When you
go to visit him, you can certainly
tell he loves to talk about God's
word, prayer, and heaven.

Eric Langhofer of Wichita, who
is stationed in Thailand with the
U.S. Air Force, was with us Christ
mas caroling. We certainly welcome
guests such as Eric, who might
have the opportunity to visit us.

I was persuaded by our nine
year-old son, Tommy, to go with
him to the woods beside the river,
which is rather a short distance
from our home. He rode the new
bicycle which he and Jewel received
for Christmas, and I came along on
an older and more dilapidated bi
cycle. Why was Tommy anxious to
go to the woods? To look for shot
gun shells which bird hunters have
discarded. As I watched his eyes
sparkle when he spied a red shell, I
wondered what was so wonderful
about a shotgun shell. I concluded

that it is simply the joy of seeking
and finding. Jesus said concerning
spiritual treasures, Seek and ye
shall find. Knock and it shall be
opened unto you. There is great joy
in seeking and finding. When you
get to the top in business and there
is nothing more to seek after, the
joy diminishes, I am told. In the
spiritual life of serving Christ, we
never get to the top until we get to
heaven, and then I am sure that
God has a plan to make it very joy
ful without us seeking after any
thing. For the present, there is
much to seek after, more holiness,
more spirituality, more joy, more
service. and a closer and more re
spectful fellowship in our Lord.

We have been unsuccessful in ob
taining certified teachers to come
to Japan, and are still in need of a
kindergarten teacher to come in
August of 1973, this year. The re
quirement of certification is being
waived, and we can only say that
we prefer that the sister have a
college education, but we aren't go
ing to be particular about details.
If any of our ministers or elders
know of a sister who might be will
ing to come, who would be ap
proved by the local elder and the
missionary committee, we humbly
request that it be reported to Bro.
Ben Maibach in Detroit at the
earliest possible date. We would
like to start working on the visa
immediately.

TAYLOR
Mrs. Eli Sutter

The Christmas program was en
joyed by all. It is an inspiration to
all of us to hear the beautiful carols
sung and the scriptures read by our
youth. In the evening, a group went
caroling at the hospital and at some
homes. It was a very cold evening
and icy under foot. We had no
snow, but ice everywhere. We were
thankful to have a few warmer
days, and the ice is all gone.

We are grateful to have three
young friends turn to the Lord in
repentance. They are Danny, son
of Bro. Gerald and Sis. Marjorie
Sutter; Kent, son of Sis. Naomi and
the late Bro. Bill Heimer; and
Penny, daughter of Bro. James and
Sis. Lois Sutter. They are all our
grandchildren, an experience that
makes one truly humble.

Rich, son of Bro. Gerald and Sis.
Marjorie Sutter, received an injury
to his leg and ankle when he step
ped into an auger. It was quickly



stopped, otherwise it would have
caused much more severe injury.

We were glad to have visiting
ministers for our Christmas serv
ice. They were Bro. Lenny Meyer,
Chicago; Bro. Kenny Deitz, Brad
ford ; and Bro. Bob Pohl, Burling
ton, on the 24th ; and on Christmas
morning, Bro. Bert Butikofer, El
gin, Iowa ; also Bro. Kenny was
still here. Their wives are all from
our congregation, so they were ac
companied by their families. There
were others visiting their families,
including the young people that
are away at school. They are Cindy
Hoerr, Sandy Cottrell and Becky
Hodel.

WINTHROP
Delores Messerli - Carol Messner

Our Christmas program was held
the Sundav before Christmas. If
only we could always be childlike in
faith.

A group of members and friends
sang Christmas carols at two of
our retirement homes. What great
joy is shown in the faces of these
elderly people. It was a twofold
blessing. One evening, we sang at
several different homes of member
families.

Duane and Mona Messner are the
parents of a new son, Jeffery
George. Paternal grandparents are
Bro. George and Sis. Esther.

We extend our sympathy to Sis.
Mabel Schmidgall and family in
the loss of their loved one, Bro.
Francis of Morris. Sis. Mabel is
from our community and her moth
er, Sis. Carrie, is here with us.

A New Year's wish from us ...
Let the desire of your disciplined
heart be this, "Let me die, living
life to the fullest, working, pursu
ing, producing, and achieving good
deeds great or small for my own
satisfaction and the betterment of
my fellow beings.

You cannot live wrong and die
right.

A group sang in the New Year at
Bro. Dennis and Sis. Carol Mess
ners' home.

January is collection time for the
Silver Lining.

AKRON
Katherine Ries

On Dec. 10 Helen Burr was added
to the fold. Welcome Sis. Helen ...
on Dec. 17, we were happy to hear
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young voices singing in German the
Christmas song "Silent Night', as
a part of the Christmas program of
the Sunday School. Since a very
few speak German ordinarily,
listening to their voices and watch
ing the expressions on their faces
was most joyous. They too recog
nized it was something special, as
it was to everyone of us. Thanks to
all that were a part of this pro
gram.

Sis. Anna Hanla underwent
major surgery Dec. 6 and is now
convalescing at her home. Bro.
Stanley Francis was hospitalized a
week for tests, where it was found
he needed a change in treatment,
and is now progressing satisfac
torily at home. Bro. Fred Burr is
still under treatment at St. Thomas
Hospital.

We are grateful for the messages
of visiting ministers and thank
Bros. Merle Laukhuf of Latty and
Gary Maibach of Rittman.

The following have requested
Thank You notes be extended in
their names: Sis. Anna Hanla, Bro.
Stanley and Ann Francis, Bro. Fred
and Sis. Helen Burr and Sis. Eva
Emery: We are most grateful for
the prayers, cards, gifts, visits, and
well wishes received by us. Thank
You.

BERN
Esther and Stella Moser

Bro. Alvin and Sis. Mildred
Strahm have a new grandson, An
drew Christonher, born Dec. 8 to
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Strahm, 6051
Ea«le Height Apt., Madison Wis
53705. Lisa, 4, is eager to help care
for him.

Hospital patients were Sis. Lena
Baumgartner (Bro. Lou), with a
broken arm due to a fall ... Wanda
Esslinger (Bro. Martin-Sis. Ar
lene), brain concussion . . . Sis.
Julia Plattner, Bros. Paul Grimm
and Darrel Stoller. all surgical.

Bro. Leonard Baumgartner was
elected our new trustee. He will
serve with Bros. Harland Stoller
and Edw. Lehman.

The time flies on and death draws
nigh ;

Unite us, Lord, with Thee on high!
Prepare us now to live with Thee,
Forever in eternity!

In a short span of time, we lay
two aged sisters to rest. On Dec. 18,
Sis. Elizabeth Hartter passed away
in a Bloomington hospital, at the
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age of 89 years. Lizzie, as we all
knew her, was born to Abraham
and Lena (Speheger) Meyer on
Dec. 6, 1883 near Bern. In 1907
she was united in marriage to Bro.
Jacob Hartter, who passed awav in
1960. In 1962, Lizzie moved to Con
gerville, where she made her home,
until ill health made her move to
the home of her daughter, Sis. Lu
ella Zimmerman and Bro. Sam,
where she was lovingly cared for.
Of the eleven children born to them,
eight survive: Sis. Ione Rokey,
Mesa, Ariz. ; Sis. Velma Leman,
Metamora ; Elda Mae Craig, Con
gerville ; Sis. Luella Zimmerman,
Bloomington . . . four sons, Bro.
Leonard, Morton ; Harvey, Carlock ;
Art and Eli, Sabetha; . . . two
brothers, Bros. Lou and Will Meyer
. . . three sisters, Sisters Mary
Hartter, Emma Edelman and Lena
Wenger. Memorial services were
held Dec. 21, Bros. Fred Knapp
(Congerville), Lester Hartter and
Harvey Grimm officiating.

On Dec. 29, our oldest sister,
Leah Bauman, passed away in the
hospital after a short illness. Leah
was born May 24, 1880 in Gridley,
Illinois, to Jacob and Maggie (Kie
fer) Zehr. The family later moved
to Burlington, Okla, where, on Feb.
21, 1909 she was married to Bro.
John Bauman. They made their
home on a farm near Oneida. John
passed away in 1942. Also preced
ing her in death were two sons
and a daughter. Survivors include
sons: Edwin, Will and Alvin, Sa
betha ; John, Okinawa; Joe, Bern;
three daughters, Ella Domnick,
Morton; Emma Waterman, Bern;
Priscilla Williams, Barstow, Calif.;
two sisters. Sis. Priscilla Anker,
Wolcott: Mrs. Naomi Roades,
Provo. Utah. Bros. Lester Hartter
and Harvey Grimm conducted the
funeral service Jan. 2. Both sisters
were laid to rest beside their hus
bands in the church cemetery. Both
sisters turned to the Lord in their
early vouth, faithfully serving Him
until life's end. Leah will be missed
from her usual place in church, as
she missed very few meals from
the Lord's table. It was only the
last two or three weeks that she
was unable to maintain her own
home and had to stay with her
daughter, Emma.

Sis. Sarah Meyer is getting along
well after eye surgery. Sarah has
asked me to extend her heartfelt
thanks for prayers. cards and gifts.
All was appreciated.
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BLUFFTON
Imogene Steffen - Pat Isch
Irene Kaehr and Steve Frauh

iger were united in marriage at the
FeUowship Hall. Their parents are
Bro. Frederick and Sis. Naomi
Kaehr and Bro. William and Sis.
Betty Frauhiger. May God be with
this couple as they travel life's
pathway together.

Ryan Douglas is the brand new
son of Bro. Steve and Sis. Karen
(Fiechter) Aschliman. Bro. Tom
and Sis. Kay (Aschliman} Fair
child welcomed their third child, a
daughter, Lori Ann. We wish God's
richest blessings on these families.
Those of our congregation hosni-
talized have been Sis. Priscilla
(Dan) Steffen, Bro. Clifford Ger
ber and Bro. Dovle Frauhiger.

It was so good to gather in God's
house on Christmas Day, being so
richly reminded of the true serious
ness of keeping Christ in Christ
mas, by Ministering Bro. Elmer
Hartter from Milford.

On Sunday, Dec. 31, the an
nouncement was made of the en
gagement of Sis. Imogene Steffen
to Bro. Barry Isch. Imogene is the
daughter of Wilmer and Sis. Ida
Steffen, and Barry's parents are
Bro. Ervin and Sis. Anna Isch. May
the blessings of our Lord be show
ered on them as they seek to con
tinue in His will and ways, for as
He has led them to this step, He
will surely be their Shepherd fur
ther on.

Just recently many young mem
bers and friends enioyed a Bible
discussion at the Fellowship Hall.
Small groups, each led by a minis
ter, discussed topics of a spiritual
nature, striving to obtain a better
understanding of the scriptures and
the way to salvation.

The waters are indeed troubled,
and several young souls have
turned to the Lord in faith and re
pentance.

What a wonderful inspiration to
begin a new year by spending an
hour in the house of worship on
New Year's Day morning. We were
indeed uplifted and instructed for
the coming year.

A New Year Prayer

May the Lord make my new year
a happy one... Not by shielding me
from sorrow and pain, but by
strengthening me to bear it, if it
comes... Not by making my path
easy, but by making me sturdy

THE SILVER LINING

enough to tread any path... Not by
taking hardship from me, but by
taking all cowardice and fear from
my heart as I meet hardships. . .
Not by granting me unbroken sun
shine, but by keeping my face
bright even in the shadows... Not
by making my life always pleasant,
but by showing me where men and
His cause need me most and by
making me zealous to be there and
to help. . . God, make my year a
happy one.

The following names are or were
also shut-ins:

Bro. William Kaehr, Bro. Obed
Steffen.

Dear Lord, amidst our changing
times,

Unrest and discontent
We look to Thee for guidance for

The night is truly spent.

The wars rage on about us and
Men's hearts fail them for fear

But. precious Father, we but look
To thee for hope and cheer.

We know that on the threshold
stands

Our Savior, Christ the Lord,
His soon return cannot be long;

We'll soon reap our reward.

Dear Lord, amidst a changing
world,

Amidst adversity,
This prayer for the seventies

We dedicate to Thee.

BRADFORD
Rebecca Endress

Funera] services were held »t the
Princeville church for Sis. Rosina
Koelling. We svmnathize with her
son and family. Levi and Mary
Koelling and children, who assem
ble with us at Bradford. They are
thankful she covld at last be re
leased from suffering. I was sur
prised to discover that she was
formerly a Glaser and was married
in 1912 at Oakville, my native
church.

Bro. Herman Dietz is still a pa
tient at Proctor Hospital in Peoria.
He is hopeful that he can go home
in a few days.

Dick and Marilyn Tanner became
happy new parents, when Wavne
Richard was born Dec. 27. Bro.
John and Sis. Margaret Tanner and
Bro. Simon and Sis. Mary El1en
Wiegand (Goodfield) are his grand
parents.

Four brothers were elected to
new offices at our annual meeting:
Bros. George Kieser and Jim Knob
loch, trustees, and Dave Knobloch
and Fred Endress, ushers.

BURLINGTON, OKLAHOMA
Janice Frieden - Janice Springer

This past month has been a busy
time. but I think most will agree
that Christmas is one of the hanpi
est times of the year. It is a time
of giving and being rewarded by
the hapniness that can be found in
giving. God has given us all a gift,
but what will we do with it? Some
will receive it. and make it a perma
nent fixture in their home. Some
will find it. but will Jay it aside and
forget it in time. Then, there are
some who will not even bother to
open this precious gift. What will
YOU do?

Our month]v sining was held in
the home of Ministering Bro. Ron
ald and Sis. Shirley Nelson. May
they be blessed for opening their
home, where we were able to enjoy
such a lovely evening of fellowship.

Sis. Anna Miller is now residing
in a rest home at Stroud, Oklaho
ma, where her daughter and family
live. We miss having her to wor
ship with us, and hope we may
again see her soon.

We were reminded of o u r
Saviour's humble birth, on Dec. 17
when our Sunday School presented
their annual Christmas Program.
It is a beautiful story, and as the
children said, it doesn't end at
Christ's birth.

On Dec. 23, a group of us went
caroling, to share with the shut-ins
the beautiful message of Christ's
birth. Although it was very cold,
many shared in the singing. After
ward, Dale and Sis. Marie Tucker
opened their home for refresh
ments.

Elder Bro. Raymond Banwart of
Ft. Scott was with us on Dec. 24
and also on Christmas Day, when
services were held. We welcome
this fellowship with those of like
faith, and are happy when visitors
can worship with us.

CHAMPAIGN-URBANA
Jan Blunier

"And he said unto me, My grace
is sufficient for thee: for my
strength is made perfect in weak
ness. Most gladly therefore will I
glory in my infirmities, that the
power of Christ may rest upon me."

The words of life, words of



Christ, lift us up and push us an
other step, as we begin a fresh new
year and tie up the loose ends of the
first semester. Bro. Dave Wiegand
has reminded us so often, He has
given an for us He has given us
all things in Him May we allow
Him to dwell freely within us dur
in this new year, to work the will
of the Father . . . Him being our
love, peace. truth, our Joy.

Praises were given to God, for
sending His Son on Dec. 17, as the
whole church went Christmas carol
ing for the shut-ins in the Cham
paign-Urbana nursing homes and
hospitals. We recognize this as be
ing just one of the opportunities
we have to share Christ's love to a
lonelv world.

Then, Dec. 20, we had a Christ
mas Program, in which the chil
dren, lifted their voices to tell us
the whole Christmas story in song
and memory verse. Bro. Vernon
Leman of Eureka brought us a
timely inspirational message dur
ing the evening.

Visiting ministers during De
cember were Bros. Clarence Kachel
muss of Forrest, Ken Dietz of
Bradford, Don Sauder of Roanoke,
and Bob Walder of Congerville.

CISSNA PARK
Mary Young - Margaret Rudin
Dec. 10, we were privileged to

partake of Holy Communion.

To break Thy bread we now have
gathered,

In covenant to drink thy wine.
That unto death we might be thine.
This promise we, with heart and

will,
Give grace our promise to fulfill.

Bros. Leroy Huber and Perry
Zimmerman assisted our elder. It
was a very impressive and solemn
service.

Dec. 16, our Sunday School chil
dren brought forth The good Tid
ings of Great Joy. It was all en
joyed, from kindergarten to adults.
There were groups that went carol
ing, which brought joy to the sick,
aged and shut-ins.

We have had a lot of ice here
these past few weeks; there is still
much grain in the fields to harvest.
It has indeed been a trying time for
the farmers. We have to trust The
Lord will provide. Bro. Walter An
liker was a guest minister. Bro.
Robert Walder brought us the
Christmas message. He was indeed
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welcome in our midst, as this is
Bro. Robert's home church. On
New Years eve, Bro. Roy Grimm
was our minister. The message
again went out to the friends.
"Won't you come?" We thank
them all for coming and sharing
the word with us, and hope they
will come again soon.

The Golden wedding Anniver
sary of Bro. Emil and Sis. Esther
was observed Dec. 31, with open
house at the home of their daugh
ter and husband, Bro. Eldon and
Sis. Blanche Steffen.

Our annual meeting was held
January 4. We trust evervone of
the chosen will be gifted with hu
mility to carry out their duties.

If God is willing, Sis. Anna
Baumgartner will have her 98th
birthday this month. She is still
able to come to church and is still
quite alert.

Sis. Emma Reutter, who has been
a hospital patient, is now at St.
Francis Hospital, Peoria. Sisters
Mary Schupbach and Elise Maul
are still confined to their homes.

Thank you note: Sis. Leah Ae
schliman wishes to thank her many
relatives and friends for remem
bering her at Christmas time with
cards and gifts. Leah is able to as
semble with us, and gets around
with the aid of a walker.

CROGHAN-NAUMBURG
Alice Virkler - Eleanor Herzig

Now it is accomplished! I'm no
longer mine;

Lord, I will forever and always be
Thine,

For Thou hast cr e ate d an d
purchased me. too.

Baptized with Thy Spirit, Thou
makest me new.

What a wonderful day was
granted to us on Sunday, Dec. 17,
when four dear souls could be taken
into His fold by baptism and can
truly say, Now it is accomolished !
I'm no longer mine." After hearing
their testimonies and witnessing
the fulfillment of the word, we
could not help but remember the
day when we experienced this won
derful death and rebirth. Our new
brother and sisters in Christ are
Sisters Terri Steiner, Linda Virkler
and Pam Herzig, and Bro. Paul
Schamback. Our Elder Bro. John
Bahler was with us for this day.
In the evening, we were reminded
of our duties, when Bro. John
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shared the memorandum with us.
May each of us strive to live up to
our promises and duties throughout
the new year.Many friends and rel
atives were with us on Sunday,
Dec. 17, from Rockville, Akron, and
Bay City.

On Dec. 24, the Sunday School
children presented their Christmas
programs to both congregations.

The following have been medical
patients: Bros. William Schneider,
Joe Ebersol, Sisters Lucy Hany
and Dorothy Herzig. Sis. Corrine
Virkler is a surgical patient, and
Sisters Rachel Snyder and Minnie
Taube were confined at their
homes.

FORREST
Juanita Schneider
Eleanor Honegger

"Brethren, I count not myself to
have apprehended: but this one
thing I do, forgetting those things
which are behind, and reaching
forth unto those things which are
before, I press toward the mark for
the prize of the high calling of God
in Christ Jesus."

Sis. Lizzie Geyer broke her wrist
when she fell at her home. Sis.
Martha Honegger spent two weeks
at the Ottawa Arthritis Hospital.
Sis. Emma Ifft, Sis. Ida Kaisner
and Bro. Ernie Gerber were
patients at the Fairbury Hospital.
Sis. Ruth Schlatter remains a
patient at Fairbury Hospital at this
time.

We were richly blessed when our
Sunday School children reminded
us of Jesus' birth in word and song.
We trust God will bless them for
their efforts.
Yearly report: 1 death in 1972,

compared to 5 in 1971; 4 baptisms
in 1972, compared to 3 in 1971; 8
births in 1972, compared to 16 in
1971.

No man can tell whether he is
rich or poor by turning to his ledg
er. It is the heart that makes a
man rich. He is rich according to
what he is, not according to what
he has.

FT. LAUDERDALE
Henry H. Schwartz

On Christmas Day we assembled
to hear the beautiful story of the
birth at Bethlehem. We were happy
to have so many visitors from our
northern churches to worship with
us, and to rejoice these many years
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later, that the promised Messiah
had been born into the world.

Over the holidays we enjoyed the
messages of Bro. Roy Luginbuhl
from Rockville, Bro. Roy Weiland
from Bay City, Bro. Marvin Steig
litz from Leo, Bro. Lennie Meyer
from Chicago, and Bro. Ed Alt
from Cissna Park. In addition, we
had many visitors who brought
greetings from their churches in
Illinois, Indiana and Ohio. We felt
it a real blessing to greet old
friends and make new, and to find
in each case a common bond in our
love and faith in Jesus Christ.

Our Sunday School presented
their program on Wednesday night,
Dec. 20. They put a lot of time and
work into the program and the re
sult was an insniration to us all.
The narrator, Dick Klonfenstein,
son of Bro. Bud and Sis. Billie, read
the prophecies of the coming of the
Messiah in the Old Testament, and
the children then read the fulfill
ment of these prophecies in the
New Testament. The S u nda y
School teachers, Bro. Bob Yergler,
Bro. Richard Sutter, and Sis. Doris
Huber treated their students to a
pizza supper before the program.
They ended the evening with ice
cream and cookies prepared by Sis
Carolyn Yergler. We certainly ap
preciate all the work she and Bro.
Bob have done for the Sunday
School.

Earlier in the month of Decem
ber, we were blessed with the visit
of Bro. Ed Aeschleman from Umon
City. We enjoyed their fellowship
and hope they come again.

Looking back over the year, we
thank the Lord for his goodness.
Our church has grown in number
and, we feel, in faith. We've prayed
often that the Lord would touch the
hearts of the young people in our
congregation, and rejoiced when
our prayers were answered and two
dear souls gave their hearts and
lives to the Lord. This is again our
greatest desire and wish for the
coming year. We will be praying
that the work of salvation will con
tinue on, in this new year, in men's
hearts everywhere.

FT. SCOTT
Ida Sinn

We have crossed the threshold
of another year. We do not know
what the year of 1973 has in store
for us, but we do know that only
what we do for the Lord will last.
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On Dec. 20, we gathered at the
church for the Christmas program
which was presented by the Sun
day School Children. We enjoyed
the messages they brought to us in
word and song.

We have had quite a measure of
ice and snow this season. Bro. Fred
Sinn escaped injury, when a pick
up truck he was driving slid on an
icy road and overturned.

Little Diana Kraft has been in
the hospital for several days with
the flu.

JUNCTION
Betty Manz - Henrietta Manz

Bro. Adam and Sis. Kate Man
are announcing the wedding of
their daughter Pauline to Jerry,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Pete Carnahan
of Paulding, Ohio. They were mar
ried Dec. 2 at the Bluffton Apos
tolic Christian Fellowship Hall,
Bluffton, by our elder, Bro. Loren
Stoller of Latty. We wish them
much hanpiness in their new life to
gether. They are at their own home
at 512 East Perry St., Paulding
Ohio 45879.
Visitors were Walter Steffen,

Milford, Alfred Bahler of Wolcott,
Ken Souder of Mansfield, Walter
Rehklau of Toledo, Henry Dotterer
of Rittman, Loren Stoller of Latty
and Elmer Hartter of Milford. We
surely thank and appreciate our
visiting ministers.

Sis. Mary Sauder of Mansfield
is now making her home with her
daughter, Sis. Evelyn Manz. She
has been having the flu. but is some
improved. Sis. Anna Manz was in
volved in an automobile accident.
She is much better now and again
assembling with us. Sis. Martha
Laukhuf has been dismissed from
the hospital and is now in a Van
Wert rest home: Van Wert Manor
Rest Home, Fox Rd., Van Wert Oh
45891.

Our business meeting was held
Jan. 1, with Bro. David Manz and
Sis. Henrietta Manz put in as new
teachers ... Bro. Alvin Manz,
sound system. Bro. Bill Schlatter as
trustee, church secretary, and
church treasurer.

We were privileged to hear Bro.
Loren Stoller of Latty and Bro.
David Bertsch of Leo read and ex
plain the memorandum. We appre
ciate the love and concern of our
dear brothers, who so freely give
of themselves to help and guide us
on our heavenly journey.

LAMONT
Betty Wernli

"Love worketh no ill to his neigh
bour: therefore love is the fulfill
ing of the law. And that, knowing
tie time, that now it is high time
to awake out of sleep: for now is
our salvation nearer then when we
believed."

Another year has dawned, but
we as believers know there is not
even a promise of tomorrow. The
world has many reasons to fear and
tremble, but let us ever strive to
serve Him more faithfully and true.

Larry and Joslin Beyer of Kan
sas City are the parents of a son,
Brandon Derek. Sis. Mary Isch is
the paternal grandmother.

Jennifer Ann is the new baby
daughter of Bro. Ron and Sis. Jane
Isch. Little Jennifer remained in
the hospital for several weeks due
to complications, but is doing quite
well now. Big sister Jody Lynn
was also in the hospital several days
due to pneumonia, but was home in
time to welcome her little sister.
Bro. Floyd Isch is the paternal
grandfather and Bro. Virgil and
Sis. Marie Hartter of Sabetha are
the maternal grandparents.

Our friend, Martha Hughes, un
derwent emergency surgery and is
getting along as well as expected.
Sis. Kathryn Anliker remains a
patient at the Madison Manor. Al
though quite ill, she continues to
ever draw nearer to the Lord, and
her faith in Him seems to never
waver.

The Sunday School children pre
sented a Christmas program on
Christmas eve. They told of the
blessed birth of Christ in verse and
song. It was quite enjoyable. May
God bless these children and their
teachers for their efforts.

LEO
Mrs. Elias Souder

We had Christmas services on
Christmas morning, and New Years
services on New Year's morning.

Loren Stoller from the Latty
congregation was our guest visitor
for the Sunday he assisted David
Bertsch in explaining the memor
andum.

We held our Christmas program
in the afternoon instead of evening
which had been planned, because of
weather conditions.

Christmas has come and gone,
and we still have lovely memories
of the Christmas carolers.

We enjoyed the young people



who were home for Christmas and
New Years, Gary and Christie Bol
lier and Lynn Klopfenstein from
Ball State, Mark Souder from
South Bend and Nancy Souder from
Indianapolis.

It was very nice to have Dorthy
Norr (Mrs. Robert) back at church.
Aaron Schwartz, who has been in
the hospital, is improved also.

Ernie Stoller was honored with a
farewell at the fellowship hall.
Ernie left to serve in the Air Force
for six years.

John Hassig passed away. He
lived at Leo until 1945. He has four
sons living here in Ft. Wayne.

A year has gone by since our
little Kalisa went to be with Jesus.

In Memory Of Kalisa Souder

As we go through this life
Dark clouds often cross our path.

We hardly can describe them,
For they are usually filled with

wrath.

I met the sunshine one day,
A little girl I'll not forget.

This little friend spread sunshine
To every one she met.

Her life was short and happy,
What a dear friend she was to me.
Her mission in life was filled,

When she spread her love so free.

She was just a ray of sunshine,
Wherever she would go;

The finest little friend to me
I'd ever want to know.

When she'd ask, "Grandpa how are
you ?"

Then her little giggle came on
the phone.

The joys we shared together,
We were never just alone.

To know Kalisa as she was,
So sweet and so demure.

Whatever cares you might have
had,

She unknowingly gave a cure.

God just couldn't let us have her
But just for a short, short while,

Because Heaven needed an "angel",
With such a darling little smile.

The little Christmas presents she
sent me

Have a special place on a shelf,
Along with her picture and last let

ter,
Telling me about herself.
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Her letters were most unusual,
Composed so very neat,

And always a line of hugs and kis
ses,

Just to make the letter sweet.

Her family and I miss her,
As through life we trod,

But Kalisa is so much better off,
For she is living now with God.

No one felt as bad as I,
When I lost my little flower,

And no one can take the place,
Of my friend, Kalisa Souder.

Written by "Grandpa Russell
Kauffman.

MILFORD
Marguerite Hoerr

Its been a cold January day, but
a cheerful one . . . Cheerful, be
cause we can see harvesting equip
ment busy at work in the fields
that have been too wet these
months. January's cold has at last
made a crust hard enough for the
heavy pieces of machinery to travel
over the fields. We know the men
running the equipment have thank
ful hearts, and so do we all.

Sis. Louise Rapp is hospitalized
for treatment.

Brent Lee was the name chosen
for the little son, born prematurely,
to Bro. Bob and Sis. Linda Beer.
After a stay of several weeks in
the hospital, he is now at home
with his parents and big sister.
We're happy to report, he is gain
ing steadily each day and is a
healthy little boy who, we pray,
will be a joy to his parents always.

Bro. Maurice and Sis. Betty Beer
have welcomed another grandson
into their family. Jeremy Michael
was born to Sis. Lynn and Bro. Ken
Beer of Indianapolis on Dec. 13.
May God bless this happy little
family.

Christmas seemed so special this
year. All of our family could be
home, and we counted it a wonder
ful blessing. It makes us all mind
ful of those families where it is not
possible, and my thoughts especial
ly turn to my nephew, Bro. Tom
Speicher and Sis. Tammy, who
found a family to spend Christmas
with in Germany, even though they
were a long way from home. They
report a blessed time spent with
the Maurer family and we ask God
to bless them for their kindness to
our loved ones.
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Tom's new address is: Pvt. Tom
Speicher 316-60-9336, 5th General
Dispensary, APO New York 09050.

LESTER
Alice Metzger -Donna Metzger
Our barren countryside was

blanketed with a layer of fresh
snow to begin the New Year. The
landscape was as clean and unspot
ted as the new calendar we hung on
the wall. Our wish is for the hearts
of those we love to be as pure and
free of spot or stain.

The farmers in this area ex
perienced a bountiful harvest, and
although we did not have ideal
weather conditions, the crops were
finally all gathered in. In our
church we welcomed the 19 new
babies that were born, we mourned
for 2 souls that were laid to rest,
and rejoiced for the 1 baptism that
took place. It is a natural time of
the year to look back, to try to look
ahead, and to evaluate our succes
ses and failures. It is also a time to
take an inventory of our relation
ship with God. His love far sur
passes that which we give in re
turn, but He is satisfied if we un
conditionally surrender our hearts
to Him.

Elder Bro. Noah Schrock minis
tered to us upon his return trip
from Canada. We thank him and
Sis. Hattie for their visit. Shirley
DeHaan was hospitalized for tests.
It was found she was suffering
from mono, and although she is
home, she must have complete bed
rest for several weeks. She is a re
cent convert, and we trust the Lord
is ever at her side.

This is the month of the com
bined collection for the Silver Lin
ing for this congregation.

MORRIS
Esther Schaefer - Ann Meiss
Bro. Leo Moser of Lester came

on the very cold day of Dec. 9, to
solemnize the marriage of Lois
Nohl (daughter of Bro. Noah and
Sis. Shirley), to Jim Willert. The
wedding was held at the home of
the bride's parents. Lois and Jim
are now in Spain, where Jim is
serving time for his country. We
wish them God's blessings in their
life together.

We thank Bro. Leo for his mes
sages on Dec. 10, and pray for
grace each day to apply the timely
warnings to our own lives.
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We were privileged to learn of
our dear Saviour's love and concern
for us, when our dear Sunday
School children presented God's
plan of salvation in word and song
on the evening of Dec. 17. All praise
and honor to God our Father in
Heaven. May His love abide in the
hearts of these our children, that
they may yearn to love and obey
Him who gave His only Son for our
redemption.

Bro. Noah Gerber of West Bend
and Bro. Ken Lawson of Minne
apolis brought the Christmas mes
sage to us. They created a desire in
our hearts to love and serve Him
more sincerely.

If Jesus should come at this
moment
To catch up with Him in the air

All those who love His appearing
Forever to be with Him there,

How would. He find you, I wonder-
Watching, waiting, faithful,

true?
Dearly beloved, consider

How would it be with you?

Clark, the small son of Roger
and Judy Hemming spent 5 days
in the hospital. Bro. Lloyd Fehr is
hospitalized for a week or 10 days,
where he is in traction in an effort
to correct a spinal ailment. Nancy
Dogotch spent some time in the
hospital following a car accident.
Nancy wishes to thank all who re
membered her with cards and gifts
and deeds of love.

The family of Francis Schmid
gall wishes to express our heartfelt
thanks for the many prayers of
fered our loved one during his ill
ness and while he was a hospital pa
tient, for the many cards, gifts,
flowers, birthday cards, and Christ
mas cards and gifts.

Bro. Francis W. S c h m i dga 11
passed away on Dec. 29, in the
Morris Hospital. He was 53 years
old on Dec. 7, and had been in fail
ing health since the end of July.
Francis is the son of the late Bro.
Henry and Sis. Emma. He leaves to
mourn his passing: his wife, Sis.
Mabel (Messner), Bro. Keith of
Portland, Kevin, Craig and Karen
at home; six brothers, Bro. Wayne
and Bro. Gilbert of Morris, Bro.
Hartzell of Oakville, Bros. Richard,
Dan and Gene of Hancock; three
sisters, Sisters Gladys (Mrs. Frank
Messner) of Hancock, Stella (Mrs.
Cal Moser) of Morris, and Darlene
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(Mrs. Richard Voeller) of Wash
ington. We will all miss our dear
brother in our congregation. May
God comfort the bereft ones and fill
the vacancy in their home with His
love and presence.
Address : P.F.C. George Sauder

471680853, Headquarters & Co. A.,
45th Med. Battalion, APO New
York 09165.

We wish to express our sincere
thanks and appreciation for the
sympathy and many kind and lov
ing deeds rendered to us in the loss
of our dear husband and father. In
Christian love, Sis. Mabel, Bro.
Keith, Kevin, Craig and Karen.

MORTON
Mrs. Keith Stevig
Mrs. Harry Kaiser

"I say unto you, that likewise
joy shall be in heaven over one sin
ner that repenteth, more than over
ninety and nine just persons, which
need no repentance."

We rejoiced with Diane Schmid
gall as she gave her testimony to
the congregation, and was baptized
Dec. 10. Her parents are Bro. Bruce
and Sis. Lucy. Bro. Simon Wagen
bach of Tremont ministered to us
the evening of Diane's proving.

Bro. Fred Hermann and Sis.
Kathy Roeschley were united in
marriage on Dec. 17. May the Lord
bless their future together.

Bro. Robert and Sis. Dorothy
Frank have announced the engage
ment of their daughter, Ginger, to
Dennis Hermann, son of Robert
and Helen Hermann. An August 5
wedding is planned.

Our Sunday School students pre
sented the annual Christmas pro
gram, telling the story of the birth
of Christ on Sunday evening, Dec.
17. Approximately 260 children
participated in the program.

Those sick or convalescing this
past month are Sis. Nettie Kaiser,
Bro. Walter Freidinger, Howard
Dockus and Joe Staker.

Thank You Note: I wish to thank
everyone for their cards, gifts,
visits, and prayers during my stay
in the hospital and since returning
home. Sis. Frances Sauder.

A Thought for the New Year

Give us through the coming year
Quietness of mind,
Teach us to be patient
And always to be kind;
Give us reassurance

When everything goes wrong,
So our faith remains unfaltering
And our hope and courage strong,
And show us that in quietness
We can feel your presence near,
Filling us with joy and peace
Throughout the coming year.

PHOENIX
Mrs. Allan Freed

Our church is being blessed with
many visitors. We welcome them
all, some we have known for many
years, and some we never met be
fore. The wonderful part is that
we have the common bond of fel
lowship in our precious faith.
Those elected to offices at our an

nual business meeting early this
month were: treasurer-Bro. Don
Emch, Sunday School superinten
dent--Bro. Kenneth Schmidgall,
usher-Bro. Jon Kokanovich,
Lunch fund-Bro. Earl Sanders,
Director of song leaders-Bro. Bill
Dotterer.

Elder Bro. Ben Maibach, his wife
and daughter were with us the
week-end of the 9th and 10th. Sat.
evening we gathered to hear the
memorandum. We are humbled by
the love that prompts the concern
of our elder brethren as they watch
for our souls. On Sunday after reg
ular services, we were privileged
to partake of the Lord's supper.
Later on we gathered for a cov
vered-dish dinner and again assem
bled for evening services. We cer
tainly had a spiritually refreshing
week-end, and we appreciate the
visit of Bro. Ben.

Our Sunday School Christmas
program was Sunday evening, Dec.
17. Our thanks to the Sunday
School children and their teachers
for their efforts. A group from our
congregation went Christmas carol
ing to a number of shut-ins the eve
ning of the 21st.

Bro. John Dotterer, son of Bro.
Joe and Sis. Lavina, has been caIJed
into the Army and will be leaving
Jan. 5. We will all miss him and
pray that God will be with him.

Bro. and Sis. Albert Scheitlin of
Elgin and Bro. and Sis. Kenneth
Knepp of Roanoke were visiting
relatives here. We thank these
brothers for ministering to us from
the word.

Our deepest sympathy goes to
Sis. Ione Rokey, whose mother, Sis.
Elizabeth Hartter, passed away.
Sis. Ione could not attend the fun
eral because of illness, but we are



glad she is on the road to recovery
and was able to assemble with us
on New Year's day, after an ab
sence of many weeks.

By faith, Sis. Chelly Schupbach
and Bro. Fred Kaiser were united
in marriage by Elder Bro. Roy Far
ney on Wed. evening, Dec. 27. Their
parents are Bro. Richard and Sis.
Barbara Schupbach and Bro. War
ren and Sis. Matilda Kaiser of Mor
ton. We will miss Sis. Chelly, as
they will be making their home in
Morton. May the love and blessings
of God go with them as they travel
life's road together.

Bro. Ernie Elsasser was a hos
pital patient again this month, but
has been dismissed and is home
now. He hasn't been able to assem
ble with us for many months and
we all miss him.

Our services on New Year's Day
were ended with the song "Close to
Thee", which is a good reminder of
how we should walk every day. May
the Lord richly bless you, is the
New Year's prayer and wish of the
Phoenix congregation.

TREMONT
Lydia Rassi

Mary Jane Leuthold
The engagement of Sis. Jan Bol

liger, daughter of Bro. Harlan and
Sis. Carolyn, and Bro. Roy Wei
gand, son of Bro. Willis and Sis.
Betty, of Goodfield was made
known. May the Lord's blessings
be with them in their future union.

Dec. 17 we were privileged to
listen to our Sunday School chil
dren as they told us that blessed
story of old, the Babe of Bethlehem.
It surely stirs our hearts and minds
anew, when we are reminded of our
Saviour's entry into this evil world,
that through His life of perfection,
death, and shedding of blood, we
too can be born anew through water
and spirit.
We rejoice with Bro. Elmer Kaeb,

who is again home, having spent
ten weeks of suffering and pain, as
burns on his back, leg, and arm
were healing. He is gaining new
strength every day.
We welcome humbly four souls

into our precious body of Christ,
Howard Sauder, Roger Koch and
Fred and Jeannette Beutel. May
they be richly blessed with the
grace and faith of our Lord Jesus
Christ. We were richly blessed with
ministering brethren for th is
blessed occasion. Bros. Roy Sauder,
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Ed Hohulin, George Wagenbach,
John Steiner and Steve Rinken
berger expounded to us the needed
daily word of life. Bro. John also
was with us for services New
Year's Day.

Bro. Chris Frank is enduring the
weakness of the body and has been
unable to assemble with us.

Bro. John and Sis. Rose Schurter
had their 65th wedding anniversary
the 5th of January. May grace,
health and the blessings of God be
with them further on.

Thank you notes: I wish to ex
press my humble thankfulness for
all who remembered Betsy and me
with cards, gifts, prayers and also
the carolers that came. Lena Aberle
. . . I wish to express my thanks
and appreciation for the prayers,
cards, gifts and many deeds of kind
ness done for us. Our brethren have
lovingly fulfilled the teaching of
Galations 6 :2. Elmer Kaeb.

PORTLAND
Art and Betty Metz

Early in December we had sev
eral weeks of unusually cold weath
er for this area.

We enjoyed the fellowship and
also the labors of the Silverton min
istering brothers, Clarence Dietrich
and Ed Knecht. May the Lord bless
them and all who strive to bring
forth the word in its truth.

Our Ministering Bro. Robert Mil
ler and family visited Tucson, Phoe
nix, and Altadena during a trip
over the Christmas holiday. We are
thankful that they have returned
safely home, although their car
struck a deer on the Interstate 5 in
southern Oregon, as they were
homeward bound. In Bro. Robert's
absence, Bro. Ed Knecht ministered
to us Sunday the 24th, the day of
our Sunday School Christmas pro
gram. Then on Christmas Day, the
Portland congregation assembled at
Silverton for services and for their
Sunday School program.
We were sorry to hear that Bro.

Francis Schmidgall of the Morris
congregation had passed away.
Truly the Word is of great comfort.
"For if we believe that Jesus died
and rose again, even so them also
which sleep in Jesus will God bring
with him."

TUCSON
Mrs. Loren Knapp

Now, as we are entering a new
year, we can all stop and give
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thanks to the Lord for all the rich
blessings received in the past year.

You could feel the love of our
dear Saviour, as the Sunday School
children presented the annual
Christmas program. They again
conveyed in verse and song the
beautiful story of the birth of the
Lord Jesus Christ, That the world
through Him might be saved.

Many dear friends and brethren
have been visiting our little church
in the last few weeks, and the Lord
provided exceptionally beautiful
weather throughout the week of
Christmas. If you happen to come
this way, we invite you to come and
fellowship in the Lord with us.

Visiting ministers were Bros.
Clarence Yackley a n d Richard
Schupbach of Phoenix and Bro.
Kenneth Knepp of Roanoke.

A note of thanks and apprecia
tion: We wish to express our
thanks and appreciation to those of
the Tucson and Peoria churches for
their sympathy and kindness
shown in the passing away of Sis.
Alice Gray, and to the Peoria
church for the time and labors
which they have given so freely for
our family. The Noah Herman fam
ily.

VALPARAISO
Bro. Bill & Sis. Camille Feller
Let us humbly turn our hearts to

the Lord in these moments of con
flicts and confrontations. Through
His love and mercy, God has grant
ed upon mankind another day of
His wondrous grace, but men have
unwisely abused this great gift. We
must not conform to the world, but
keep our faith and trust in the
blessed Trinity. "Now faith is the
substance of things hoped for, the
evidence of things not seen", as it
is written in our blessed scriptures.
With the Lord's blessing, we

were able to chorale this season to
area homes. Among them were Sis.
Alma Morris of Chesterton, Bro.
Sam Frank in the· Canterbury
Home in Valparaiso, Mrs. Doud {in
valid friend of Sis. Irene Nuest),
and the Porter County Home in
Valparaiso. What an inspiration it
is to lift up hearts of all in great
exaltation to our Saviour and Re
deemer.
"One Solitary Life" was the

theme our Christmas program con
veyed. What joy it is to listen to
one's Sunday School sing praises to
our Lord Jesus Christ. We pray
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everyone received a blessing on this
joyous occasion. Rejoice! For unto
us a Saviour is given by His Fath
er, our Almighty God. We give our
warm-hearted thanks to Bro. Ray
and Sis. Marie Heinold for their
participation.

Bro. Harry Bucher's sermon,
which preceded our program, fo
cused on the sad increase of the
commercialization of Christmas.
Harry clearly stated that we should
all do our part to convey to the
world the real meaning of Christ
mas. He specifically pointed out
that we should especially tell our
children this and lead them solely
to the righteousness of Jesus
Christ. Bro. Harry, the following
week, conducted services at the
Porter County Home, with the help
of brothers and sisters from La
Crosse and Valparaiso. We pray
that more services will be held. The
gift of fruit was sincerely appre
ciated by the residents.

We are pleased to hear that our
dear friend, Bill Ringger is recov
ering nicely from his operation.

The members of our congrega
tion wish to thank our beloved Sis.
Irene Nuest for her devotion in
writing the Silver Lining. Every
one recognizes the wonderful job
she has done. May the Lord be
with her in future endeavors.

ZAPATA, TEXAS
Rekie Anliker

"Blessed is every one that feareth
the LORD;. . , "

Greetings, and a big welcome to
you, from us here at Zavata. We
hone many of you can visit us here.

There are several here acain,
from different areas, so we have
rented the Hobbv Center at Zaneta
for onr Sundav services. 10:30
AM. If there is no visiting. min
jsterin brother we nlav tanes.
There were 23 in attendance last
Snav. Bro. Silas and Sis. Pella
Kiefer from Gridlev. J1l. and Sis.
Anna Cndeman from Cissna Park.
who were at McAllen. came to
snend Sundav with us. We are look
ing forward to other visits.

BLOOMINGTON-NORMAL
Eunice Schunbach
Kayleen Heiniger

One Wednesday a man was in
a barn, where a mule was working
a piece of farm machinery. He went
to pat the animal, when a cog wheel
caught his sleeve, dragging his arm
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into the machine, and tearing it
off. On the following Sunday,
immediately before his death, he
was asked if he desired to send any
message to his congregation. He
then uttered his last words, "Tell
them to stand up for Jesus." One
of his friends, George Duffield, was
inspired by this final message to
write the well-known hymn:

Stand up, stand up for Jesus,
Ye soldiers of the cross.
Lift high His royal banner;
It must not suffer loss.

We were blessed with visiting
ministers who "stood up for Jesus."
They were Bros. Dale Eisenmann,
Chicago; Dan Koch, Tremont ; Ver
non Leman, Eureka; Harold
Schmidtgall, Gridley ; Joe Stoller,
Princeville; Merle Kaisner, Fair
bury; and Clarence Kachelmuss,
Forrest. May God be their reward
er for the continued support of our
flock.

We were saddened to hear of the
head-on collision near Eureka on
Nov. 30, involving eight Eureka
College students. One was Douglas
Stimeling, 18-year-old son of
George and Shirley Stimeling of
our congregation, who suffered fa
cial bone fractures and cuts. Three
others were treated for minor in
juries, and the remaining four
youths w er e unharmed. How
thankful we can be for God's pro
tective wing.

Sis. Emma Grusey has been hos
pitalized at Mennonite Hospital in
Bloomington for five months. This
faithful sister has extended her
greetings weekly to our congrega
tion through our ministering
brother, Everett Hari. She sincere
ly appreciates the cards and visits
she has received during her stay.

During the past few months, the
Lord has called to repentance seven
precious souls: Glen and Jane
Gudeman, Dale and Mary Leman,
Chum and Dora Kilgus, and Herbie
Cheng. We pray for the Lord's
guidance that they can always
stand up for Jesus.

We heartily welcome Sisters Lu
Miller, Goodfield, and Amy and
Ruth Leman, Roanoke, to our con
gregation. They have recently
found employment in the area.

On Sunday Dec. 17, the annual
Sunday School Christmas Program
was held. In addition to the story
of Jesus' birth in verse and song by

the Sunday School children, we
were privileged to hear several se
lections from a quartet of Nuss
baum sisters, Cara, Connie, Joy,
and Heather.

The final remarks of 1972 were
expounded to us in a New Year's
Eve service by Bro. Clarence Kach
elmuss, who stressed how grateful
we should be to end the year wor
shipping in the house of the Lord.

Bro. Virgil and Sis. Shirley Funk
have concluded a year as Silver
Lining reporters, and we are in
deed grateful for the many efforts
they extended.

Visitors are always welcome to
attend our services, which are held
at 12:30 and 2 :30 at 918 S. Univer
sity, Normal.

BREMEN
Karen Feldman

"Oh LORD . . . in thee do I put my
trust .. 2

New Years eve, we gathered to
gether for a time of fellowship and
sharing. Many reflected on the past
year, its mountains and valleys:
some looked forward to 1973 and
what it holds; some brought their
message in son~s and poems. Each
one expressed Christ's presence in
their lives now, in the past, and a
desire for a closer walk in the fu
ture. We had many visitors who al
so shared their thoughts with us.
A blessed evening was enjoyed by
all.

The Lord has blessed our church
this past year. We had 5 births;
1 went to be with her Lord, and
many surrendered their lives to the
Lord and were baptized-th e
youngest being 15, the oldest 80.

Bro. Henry and Sis. Leah Sou
der wish to express their thanks
to each one for cards, gifts, and
prayers during her time of illness
and convalescence . . . and this
Christmas season. They wish each
one of you a blessed new year.
Sis. Kate (Gene) Sauder and Bro.

Louis Gerber Sr. are both hospital
ized for surgery.

Sis. Lydia Heuberger went home
to be with the Lord on Jan. 1, after
an extended illness. For some time
now, she has expressed a desire to
go Home. What a beautiful way to
start the new year. Our prayers are
with the loved ones left behind.

One of Thy children is coming
home,

Open Thy merciful arms;



One of Thy children's too tired to
roam,

Open Thy merciful arms.
Send out a shepherd; open the gate.
Jesus has called, and His sheep

must not wait.
Oh what a joy to be traveling

home;
Open Thy merciful arms.

Wishing a blessed new year to
you.

BURLINGTON IOWA
Edna Pohl - Elaine Eisenmann
Another new baby has been wel

comed to our congregation, Scott
Alan, born December 21.He is the
son of Bro. Dale and Sis. Evelyn
(Siegle) Massner. Grandparents
are Bro. Joe and Sis. Minnie Siegle
and the late Bro. Adolph and Sis.
Rose Massner. He has two older
brothers, Keith and Duane.

Correction to last month's re
port: The new son born to Bro.
Paul and Sis. Elaine Eisenmann
has been named Matthew Paul, not
Michael, as was previously report
ed. Grandparents are Bro. Orel and
Sis. Rose Steiner of Oakville, and
Bro. Jesse and Sis. Bertha Eisen
mann of Burlington. He was born
Nov. 3. A new baby is truly a bless
ing from God.

On Dec. 17, our Sunday School
children presented their Christmas
program to the congregation. Af
terwards, some of us journeyed to
the Columbus Junction area to sing
to our Sis. Garah Gerst, who lives
with her son, George. That evening
many of us sang carols to several of
our older members. We met at the
church basement after the caroling
for more singing and a chili supper.

Bro. Richard and Sis. Edna Pohl
are taking a few months' vacation
in Zapata and surrounding areas.
Zapata is where some of our Bur
lington and Oakville members
spend the winter, and they plan to
spend some time with them while
there.

On Saturday evening, Jan. 6, we
joined the Oakville members to
hear the testimony of Dave Weg
man, son of Bro. Sam and Sis. Rose
mary of the Oakville congregation.
They often meet with us here for
Wednesday evening services. Fol
lowing this, we heard the report of
the conference. Bro. Dan Koch of
Tremont assisted Bros. Harve
Heiniger and Noah Schrock of Oak
ville in these important affairs. Af-
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ter such a blessed evening, it makes
us want to try harder to do His will
and to be ready when He comes.

The year 1972 has gone, leaving
many memories with each one of
us, some happy, others sad. We do
not know what 1973 will hold in
store, but hope with the grace of
God that we can walk closer to Him
and, as our elder often reminds us,
''Watch and pray".

NEW MARTINSVILLE
Mrs. Gus Weltz

Miss Della Witschey
Mr. and Mrs. Delbert Inder

muhle and children, Joyce and Al
len, of Sardis visited with relatives
and friends here on Dec. 24.

The annual meeting of the Apos
tolic Christian Church organization
here was held at the home of Mrs.
Carl Berger on Jan. 1. Delbert In
dermuhle and son Kenneth of the
Sardis church attended the meet
ing. The annual all-day meeting
will be held at the country church
on June 24.
Airman Timothy Lee Murdock,

grandson of Mr. and Mrs. Elza Ritz,
spent twelve days leave here with
his parents and grandparents at
Christmas-time, leaving on Jan. 1
for Keesler Air Force Base in Bi
loxi, Miss., where he will be station
ed for eight months.

Mr. and Mrs. Leo Witschey of
Doylestown, 0., were guests of the
Witschey families during the holi
days. Mr. and Mrs. Robert Broth
ers of Mt. Vernon, 0., were New
Years guests in the home of Mr.
and Mrs. Gus Weltz. Mr. and Mrs.
Verda Fankhouser of Easton, Md.,
spent the holidays here, the guests
of Margaret Witschey and Eliza
beth Hawkins. Mr. and Mrs. Ar
thur Peoples of Martins Ferry, 0.,
were holiday guests of Pearl and
Hazel Frei of Limestone Ridge.

Ralph Young of Mannington,
husband of the former Martha
Witschey, suffered a heart attack
in early December, but is able to
be back home and doing nicely. Mr.
and Mrs. Harry Burton became
great-grandparents in December,
when their granddaughter, Janet Jo
Willett gave birth to a baby girl.

James J. Wade of Columbus vis
ited with his grandparents, Mr. and
Mrs. C. O. Wade the last of De
cember.

Edward Berger, who has been
quite ill for some time, continues
to improve.
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ROCKVILLE
Carlton J. Lanz

TIME GOES ON! The word
time, in the dictionary, is defined
as the duration of this present life
as distinct from the life to come,
or from eternity. We have entered
another year. In the past, as in
1972, there may have been difficul
ties or disappointment, yet the will
or spirit of man is such that, con
sidering his salvation, he devoutly
hopes to improve upon his past
from year to year, with the grace
of God. His renewed effort and
hope is most certainly for a happier
new year on which he has embark
ed. Faith is essential; with it goes
eternal hope for the true believer.

As we sat and witnessed the im
pressive program of the Christmas
exercises by the Sunday School
children, which had been prepared
by the superintendent, Bro. Eman
uel Schneider, and the teaching
staff, we truly felt that their ac
complishments were to be com
mended. The assembly and balcony
was solidly filled for this worth
while seasonal event. It always
takes us back to the days when we
were yet in our somewhat innocent
time of life and were taught the
same beautiful stories of the
Saviour, as these children are be
ing told of Him today.

Because of a change in his busi
ness undertaking, Bro. Richard
Aberle and his family have moved
to Cincinnati. We regret his leav
ing and shall miss him and his wife,
Sis. LaNae. She is the daughter of
Bro. John and Sis. Esther Moser of
Rockville.

As a result of a mishap, Bro. Al
fred Luginbuhl has a couple of
broken ribs. He has been able, how
ever, to attend services.

Death came to Bro. John Hoff
man quietly, after a somewhat
lengthly illness, at the age of 71.
He leaves his wife, Gertrude Scho
ber Hoffman; a daughter, Ruth at
home; four sisters, Sis's. Anna
Ruch, Lena Ludwig and Elizabeth
and Frieda Hoffman. His family
were close to him and cared for him
kindly in his time of sickness. Of
ficiating at the funeral were Bros.
John Bahler, Ernest Luginbuhl, and
Albert Schneider offered the grave
side prayer. Burial was in the El
lington Cemetery.

Bro. Edwin Kloter was our guest
minister, and brought some very
impressive words, especially he re-



ferred to the searching of the
young people of today and what is
being accomplished by this type of
searching.

SABETHA
Mrs. Joe Steiner

To thy saints while here below,
With new years new mercies

come,
But the happiest year they lnow

Is the last, which leads them
home.

In this new year that has just
begun, let us all strive toward that
goal, that we will be ready for the
happiest year whick will lead us
home.

Our Sunday school gave a short
program of verse and song over the
noon hour on Dec. 24. It is always
a pleasure to see the iuterest that
the children take in presenting
their program to us. We thank
them and their teachers for their
efforts.

The Bern congregation assem
bled with us on Christmas eve for
services, instead of Christmas
morning.

Sis. Ilene and Bro. Roger Hart
ter are the parents of a new
daughter, Kalynn Dawn, born Dec.
9. She has three sisters to welcome
her home, Connie, Karen and Col
leen... Sis. Jane and Bro. Ron Isch
of Gridley, Ks., also had a daugh
ter, on Dec. 18. Sis. Marie and Bro.
Virgil Hartter are grandparents to
both little girls... Shawn Michael
is the name selected for the new
son born Dec. 19, to Beth (Meyer)
and Jere Herold. Sis. Vila and Bro.
Velmer Meyer are the grandpar
ents.

0 sinners, hear his gracious call;
His mercy's door stands open

wide.
He has enough to fill you all,

And none who come shall be de
nied.

We rejoice that two couples did
hear His gracious call and have
turned to the Lord. Carl and Shar
on Strahm and Rodney and Arlene
Grimm have made a good begin
ning. With the two reported last
month, this gives us six converts...
And yet there is room.

Sis. Evelyn Wysong and her fam
ily wish to thank everyone for all
expressions of sympathy in the ill-
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ness and death of Bro. Roy Wy
song.

Our midweek services begin
again at the first of the year, al
though we did not assemble this
week due to the heavy snow and
bad weather. As has been our cus
tom, we alternate with the Bern
congregation. Services begin at
7:30; everyone is welcome.

TAMAHATA
Akito and Marie Inoue

"Suffer the little children to
come unto me, and forbid them not:
for of such is the kingdom of God."
What precious words are there and
how true it is that in the attitude
of children we find many things to
learn.

All of our Sunday School chil
dren at Tamahata, except two of
them who are grandchildren of Sis.
Shinkai, are from families that
have no Christian background.
Therefore, most of these children
have no encouragement from their
parents for coming to Sunday
School, and apparently they must
see to it themselves that they make
it in time for their classes on Sun
days. Our Sunday School starts
from 9 :30 a.m., but children start
coming as early as 8 :00. They each
carry in their hand a small bag that
contains Sunday School material,
and come walking or by bicycle. In
talking to them we find that they
must get up themselves on Sunday
morning and push their mothers to
prepare early breakfast that they
may not miss their class. Long be
fore their teacher even arrives,
they gather at church and go into
their room, take out their material
and read and talk to each other
about the lessons. It is truly a
beautiful and heart-warming sight.
We are very pleased that these pre
cious children could enjoy their
special Christmas program, and we
thank the high school-age girls of
Francesville church for sending
handwork for the class.

Oue guest this month was dear
friend Eric Langhofer, the third
son of Bro. Al and Sis. Judy Lang
hofer of Wichita. Eric is stationed
in Thailand for a part of his 4-year
Air Force service, and had 2 weeks
holidays in Japan. We enjoyed him
very much, and trust God will di
rect him till he safely returns to
his country and to loved ones.
On Sunday, Dec. 24, our car didn't

start in the morning, and after we

desperately tried, we gave up. So
we missed Christmas service at Ta
mahata, and Bro. Saegusa had a Bi
ble reading for the place of service.
Marie and I were, however, most
warmly welcomed at Tokyo congre
gation when we surprised them by
our sudden visit. It takes 3 hours
by car to our Tamahata church,
and since this was impossible that
morning, we were able to make
good train connections to our To
kyo church. The previous night we
had talked about our small box
(car) being able to take us every
where and that it runs 40 miles per
gallon. We wish the Merry Christ
mas and blessed coming year to
you all.

WEST BEND
Mrs. Melvin Fehr
Mrs. A. Banwart

In sorrow and pain
Thy trust do retain
In Jesus the merciful Saviour.

These words were lived to the
fullest by our dear Sis. Amy Ban
wart, especially during the last
months of her journey here below.
May we follow this example and
put forth sincere effort to put com
plete trust in God in all things.
Emelia Elizabeth Feucht was born
March 23, 1922 at Larchwood, Ia.,
to Bro. Carl and Sis. Pauline
(Knobloch) Feucht. She and Ervin
Banwart were united in marriage
in 1943 and lived in this commun
ity until she entered her eternal
rest Dec. 15. May God grant her
husband Ervin and daughters, Sis.
Charlotte, and family (Marvin
Fehr) the grace and strength to
carry on through the lonely hours
ahead. We extend our sympathy to
them as well as to Sis. Amy's
brothers and sisters : Ernest; Ben
jamin, Sis. Emma (Ted Gerber),
Sis. Lydia (Phil Mogler)-all of
Lester ; Emil of Hills, Minn. ; Bro.
August, Bro. Carl, Bro. Alfred, and
Bro. Raymond of Larchwood; Sam
uel of Portland, Paul of Canton,
South Dakota; Sis. Martha (Les
Wagonbach) of Washington, Ill.;
John of Elgin, Ill. and Sis. Pauline
(John Schick) of Morton. Elder
Bro. Leo Moser of Lester assisted
Bro. Noah Gerber with the funeral
services.

Bro. Dale Moore (Elgin Iowa),
Elder Bro. Paul Fehr (Morris), and
B r o . Al Langhofer (Wichita)



brought God's word to us in accents
clear. May we apply our ways unto
His teachings. We thank these
brothers for their time spent with
us, and we welcome their return.

Bro. and Sis. Elmer and Esther
Banwart of Morton announce the
engagement of their daughter,
Marilyn, to Wayne Shellhammer of
West Bend. A June wedding is be
ing planned.

Reuben Anliker, Sis. Anna Fehr,
Johnnie Bruellman (son of Bro.
Gene and Sis. Evie), and Judd
Fehr (son of Lowell and Sis. Jan)
are improving at home, after their
hospital stay. Bro. Walter Banwart
is hospitalized at Rochester, Minn.,
for medical reasons, and Bro. Gary
Schneider remains in the Iowa City
Hospital following surgery.

The duties of teaching the youth
have been passed on to Sis. Carolyn
Gerber, Sis. Sue (Gary) Schneider
and Bro. Harley Bruellman. May
help from above be ever near as the
holy teachings are brought to our
Sunday School children.

Among the many blessings we
have already received in this new
year is the birth of two little boys.
Bro. Jim and Sis. Sharon Fehr have
a new son, John James. and Bro.
Ken and Sis. Jill Rinkenberger had
a new son the same day, Jan. 4.

We want to express our thanks
and gratitude for all the love shown
us during Amy's illness and since
her passing. The many prayers,
cards, gifts, flowers and many kind
deeds will be remembered forever.
Ervin Banwart, Marvin, Charlotte
Fehr and family.

GARDEN GROVE IA
Willa Funk

"Consider the lilies of the field,
how they grow; they toil not, neith
er do they spin: And yet I say unto
you, That even Solomon in all his
glory was not arraved like one of
these." A beautiful lily blooming on
our table reminds us daily of
Christ's words ... Therefore take
no thought for the morrow . . . but
seek ye first the kingdom of God,
and his righteousness. Let us not
become so concerned with attaining
the material goods of this world
that we push aside spiritual mat
ters.

We were richly blessed on Dec.
31 to have Bro. Noah Schrock from
Oakville with us, to bring the good
word of our Lord. He reminded us
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that man is to live by every word
that comes from God, not just the
loving words, but the stern words
also.

Pvt. Dave Peasley, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Clarence Peasley, was
home on leave over the holidays. He
was sent to California and will have
a new address.

GOODFIELD
Elna Grimm

Bro. and Sis. Jay and Jill Platt
ner of Morton are the parents of a
baby girl, Holly Ann, born on Dec.
29. Grandparents are Bro. and Sis.
Walter and Hannah Plattner, Mor
ton, and Bro. and Sis. Virgil and
Ruth Heinold, La Crosse.

A baby boy, Justin Michael, was
born to Bro. and Sis. Mike and
Barb Meece, Bloomington, on Dec.
26. Bro. and Sis. Stan and Verna
Hodel, Roanoke, and Bro. and Sis.
Ernie and E l o i s e Diggleman,
Bloomington, are the grandparents.

We of the Goodfield congrega
tion were pleased to have Bro. Gene
Lehman of Wolcott minister to us
on New Year's Eve. Also, we were
very happy to have the Congerville
brethren assemble with us that
evening.

SARASOTA
Philip Wingeier

"How shall we escape, if we ne
glect so great salvation; which at
the first began to be spoken by the
Lord, and was confirmed unto us
by them that heard him; God also
bearing them witness, both with
signs and wonders, and with divers
miracles and gifts of the Holy
Ghost, according to his own will?"

The month of December, which
contains the Christmas season has
brought a good number of loved
ones to Sarasota, many traveling
with their families . . . for which
we are always thankful to the Lord,
when they come and worship with
us while here.

Bro. Joe and Sis. Esther Schrock
are with us and plan to stay for
some time. Bro. Harry Sutter came
to visit us one Sunday. Among the
other ministers for the holidays
were as follows: Bros. Roy Lugin
buhl, Rockville; Roy Grimm, Tay
lor; Ed Alt, Cissna Park; Bro. Ed
win Bahler, Remington ; and Bro.
Phil Sauder, Cissna Park. We wish
to express our thanks and appre
ciation for wonderful way that
God has to bring the good gospel
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to the hearer. May God even bless
each one of them.

There were also many others
that traveled with their families
during the holiday season. We also
thank them for worshiping with us.

We are also thankful to God for
a young friend, namely Fisher
from Roanoke, who has felt the
need of his Saviour. He was work
ing here in Sarasota for a short
time, has returned to Roanoke. May
God ever help him ; we of the Sara
sota area pray for him.

We again extend our invitation
to all who travel this way to come
and worship. The Women's Club
Building, located on corner of Palm
Ave. and Coconut St., one block off
U.S. Highway 41. Time of service,
1:00 EST.

LANDERSVILLE
Ann Klopfenstein

About thirty-five people met at
church on Thursday night, Dec. 21,
to go Christmas caroling. One
group of around fifteen teenagers
caroled at the local rest home and
at the homes of other elderly peo
ple or shut-ins in the area, while
the other group of carolers went
singing for shut-ins in the rural
areas. A bag of fruit was given to
each person caroled for. After
wards, everyone enjoyed refresh
ments at church.

The night before, which was
Wednesday, Dec. 20, the Sunday
School students presented their
Christmas program. Through songs
and Bible verses, the story of why
our Saviour came to earth was told.
The program was an inspiration to
all who attended.

The annual New Year's Eve
watchnight service was held at our
church this year. We were glad to
have Bro. John Wagler bring some
of the folks from the Huntsville
church over for the service. Bro.
John Byars gave a very inspiration
al message, and at midnight the
new year was welcomed in with a
word of prayer.

OAKVILLE
Martha Steiner

Best wishes to Sis. Edra Gerst
(Bro. Leslie and Sis. Sarah) and
Bro. Robert Kuntz (Sis. Ruth and
the late Bro. Roy), who were
united in marriage. The new couple
is now living in Mediapolis.

We enjoyed the visit of Minis
tering Bro. Arnold Gerst (Chi-
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cago), who came for his sister's
wedding and at Christmas. Bro.
Duane Metzger (West Bend) spent
the last Sunday in 1972 with us,
and we appreciated hearing the
word of God proclaimed by His
grace.

Shawna Renee is the name given
the newborn daughter of Robert
and Donna Perdelwitz ; she is wel
comed by a brother. Paternal
grandparents are Bro. John and
Sis. Viola Perdelwitz.

Tom and Jean Jeffrey have a
daughter, Angela Jean, born Dec.
27. Maternal grandparents are Bro.
David and Sis. Kay Eisenmann Sr.

We have a new brother in faith,
Dave Wegman, who is a student at
the University of Illinois in Cham
paign. His parents are Bro. Sam
and Sis. Rosemary.

We enjoyed the visit of Elder
Bro. Dan Koch (Tremont) on that
week-end as he also helped our el
der, Bro. Noah Shrock, and Bro.
Harvey Heiniger in presenting the
conference report. It strengthens
our faith and renews our determi
nation to be obedient to our Heav
enly Father as He speaks to us
through His servants.

We rejoice with four friends who
have been announced for proving
in the near future: JoAnn Schmid
gall (Bro. Hartzell and Sis. Mar
ian), Michelle Wiegand (Bro. Al),
Pam Moser (Bro. Roger and Sis.
Mary), and Linda Dykstra (Mr.
and Mrs. John Dykstra).

BAY CITY
Carolyn Schamback

"Oh tidings of comfort and joy
..." ... in the Christmas season,
now past, everyone's thoughts turn
to giving and sharing and love ; how
great this world would be if all
would remember this feeling and
nourish it all through the year ! We
have a brand new year now; let's
do our part to make it a better
world.

On Dec. 31, Bro. Curt Kaeb and
Sis. Luanne Blough were married
in Alto. Bro. Curt's parents are
Bro. Alf and Sis. Hermine.

On Jan. 7, two new sisters joined
our fold: Sis. Pam Wieland, daugh
ter of Bro. Howard and Sis. Mil
dred, and Sis. Susan Jackson,
daughter of Bro. Richard and Sis.
Yolanda. Bro. Floyd Wieland (De
troit) was with us for his neice's
baptism and shared many blessings
from God's word.
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The engagement of Bro. Ron
Erismann was announced to Sis.
Penny Julien of Maywood. Bro.
Ron's parents are Bro. Erwin and
Sis. Della. We ask the Lord to
bless their future life together .

PURDUE
Kris Leman

Our Christmas program was
held Wed., Dec. 13, with Frances
ville as our host. A few song selec
tions were ... song by a girls' and
men's groups from Francesville...
The Purdue group then sang sev
eral Christmas songs, and poems
were read. Bro. Wendell Gudeman
left an inspiring message of how
we should keep the true meaning of
Christmas deep in our hearts all
year long.

"For God so loved the world,
that he gave his only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have ever
lasting life."

Our prayer is that many might
accept this greatest gift and start
the new year by having God's only
Son lead and direct their lives.

FT. WAYNE
Mary Eisenmann - Marge Gerber

We were stirred in heart anew of
the blessed story of Christ, as a
baby in Bethlehem. May we not
only known Him as a child, but as
the Saviour of all mankind. His
blood was shed on Calvary's Cross
for all man's sin, if we but open
wide our heart's door and let Him.

We are happy to have Sis. Anna
Gudeman back in our assembly,
having been confined to her home
a number of weeks with a heart
ailment. Sis. Clara Stoller stepped
outside her door following one of
our very icy days, fell and broke
her right arm, which has been in
a cast since Dec. 13. She planned to
return to work this week, even tho'
she still has on a cast, but a short
er one. Nancy Pfister, daughter of
Bob and Sis. Janice, submitted to
surgery the afternoon of Dec. 14,
having a greatly inflamed appen
dix, but recovered quickly. How
ever, the day of her dismissal from
the hospital she began breaking
out with the chicken pox, and she
and her little sister, Elaine, shared
them together.

In conjunction with our New
Year's Eve services, Ministering
Bro. Norman Stoller presented a

Travelogue of the Holy Land,
which he and his wife, Sis. Joan and
son, Neil recently experienced.

We sympathize with Sis. Emma
Unsicker in the passing of her sis
ter, Sis. Lydia Heuberger of Bre
men. May the Heavenly Father
comfort the bereaft ones.

We truly enjoyed the fellowship
of the young members from Latty
and Junction, and welcome them
back soon, as well as any other vis
itor.

As we begin this year anew,
May we cast aside our every

care;
For whether skies be dark and blue,

Or if they be both sunny and
fair,

There's one who's watching from
above,

Sending down His everlasting
love.

May you trust in Him, ever,
And cease to thank Him never

May your faith grow ever stronger,
As each day you serve Him long

er!
May your hope become more

brighter,
And each heavy load be lighter!

For if faith and hope continue to
grow,

So shall His love forever flow.
Love, which no one can take
from us-

Love, which can ever give
Love, which knoweth no

offence-
Love, which cannot ever hurt.

Let every thought and deed this
year anew

Reflect to others our love for
Him.

May we strive ever for that
heavenly view,

That this love we harbor shall
never grow dim ;

And may He bless each reader dear,
As we all strive onward in this

new year.

LAMAR
Mrs. Arthur Banwart
Mrs. Charles Marti

As the curtain has been drawn on
1972, a new year is open before us.
How this chapter in our lives will
read at the end, whether it be pleas
ing or displeasing in the sight of
God, is entirely up to us. Perhaps



if we prayerfully ponder the words
of this unknown poet, it might help
us to write a chapter to the honor
and glory of our Heavenly Father.

If Jesus came to your house to
spend a day or two, If He came un
expectedly, I wonder what you'd
do? I know you'd give your nicest
room to such an honored guest and
all the food you'd serve Him would
be the very best. And you would
keep assuring Him you're glad to
have Him there, that serving Him
in your own home is joy beyond
compare!

But, when you saw Him coming,
would you meet Him at the door
with arms outstretched in welcome
to your heavenly visitor? Or would
you have to change your clothes
before you let Him in? Or hide
some magazines and put the Bible
where they'd been?

I wonder if the Saviour spent a
day or two with you, would you go
right on doing the things you al
ways do? Would you keep right on
saying the things you always say?
Would life for you continue as it
does from day to day ?

Would your family conversation
keep up its usual pace? And would
you find it hard each meal to say a
table grace? Would you sing the
songs you always sing and read the
books you read, and let Him know
the things on which your mind and
spirit feed?

Would you take Jesus with you
everywhere you'd planned to go?
Or maybe would you change your
plans for just a day or so? Would
you be glad to have Him meet your
very closest friends, or would you
hope they'd stay away until His
visit ends?

It might be interesting to know
the things that you would do if
Jesus Christ in person came to
spend some time with you.

Bros. Dale Marti and Virgil
Frieden were hospitalized. Brenda
(Tim) Frieden was a surgical pa
tient. All are home and about again.
Jeffrey Marti, son of Bro. Leonard
and Sis. Evelyn, is recovering from
the mumps.

MANSFIELD
Aaron A. Sauder

Our brother, Clarence C. Sauder,
loved Christmas Day. He was so
pleased when he could give a gift
to someone, and he was happy
when dear ones gave him presents.
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And so on this past Christmas,
what complete joy was given to
him that he could go Home to be
with the Lord, the Giver of all
gifts. We his family, Sis. Anna
Hoffman (Earl) and Aaron, Her
man, Ora all of Mansfield, Albert
of Morton, Silas of Peoria, Lewis of
Bluffton and Noah of California,
as well as many nieces and nephews
thank each one for the love and
kindness shown to C 1 a r enc e
through the years. He was born
September 11, 1896. His life was
a testimony to those around him
that he loved his Lord, as often
in spite of ridicule he spent many
hours in reading God's word and in
prayer. He was always so happy to
be able to come to church and to
join in singing hymns.
Bro. Andy Kissel was admitted to

the hospital, after suffering a
severe heart attack; Sis. Bertha
Matthes is in the hospital, follow
ing a stroke ; both seem to be im
proving. Other hospital patients
were Sis. Wilma Sauder (Bob),
with inner ear infection and Bro.
Dick Sauder for teeth extrac
tions and tests. We are thankful
that after many months in the hos
pital, Bro. Dave Beer has been re
leased and is able to be home with
his family.

Dec. 16 was the wedding date of
Claudia Jane Dolce and Jerry L.
Gadd. The bride is the daughter of
Mildred Sauder Dolce and the late
Bro. Gabe Dolce. Our love and best
wishes to this young couple that
God bless the home they are estab
lishing.

Our prayers go with Sisters Judy
and Sharon Sauder (daughters of
Bro. Bob and Sis. Wilma), who are
leaving our community to make
their home in the Elgin area. We
will miss you both and hope you
come back to visit us often.

What shall I ask for the coming
year?

What shall my watchword be?
What would'st Thou do for me,

dear Lord?
What shall I do for Thee?

Lord, I would ask for a holy year,
Spent in Thy perfect will.
Help me to walk in Thy very steps ;
Help me to please Thee still.

Lord, I would ask for a year of
faith;

Give me thy faith divine,

Taking my full inheritance,
Making Thy fulness mine.

Lord ,I would ask for a year of love.
Oh let me love Thee best!
Give me the love that faileth not
Under the hardest test.

Lord, I would ask for a year of
hope,

Looking for Thee to come,
And hastening on that Year of

years
That brings us Christ and Home.

A Swarm of Bees Worth Having

B patient, B prayerful, B modest,
B mild,

B wise as Solomon, B meek as a
child,

B studious, B thoughtful, B loving,
B kind,

B sure you always keep others in
mind.

B temperate in argum e n t ,
B hateful of crime,

B careful of conduct, of money, of
time.

B cheerful, B grateful, B hopeful,
B firm,

B peaceful, benevolent, willing to
learn.

B courageous, B gentle, B liberal,
B just,

B aspiring, B humble, because thou
art dust.

B honest, B holy, transparent, and
pure,

B dependent, B Christlike, and
you '11 be secure.

B penitent, circumspect, sound of
the faith,

B active, devoted, B faithful to
death.

Like a letter that's unwritten,
Like a book that lies unread,
Like a field unplowed-untended
Is the prayer that's left unsaid.
Though God knows the thoughts

and wishes
That are secrets of the heart,
Yet the prayer must still be ut

tered
For His healing power to start . . .
Though at times we might neglect

Him
And refuse to hear His call . . .
When we think that we don't need

Him-
Then we need him most of all !

Moving? Drop a card. Tell both old and
new address.
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Time's countdown continues.
Moments move. We should look for
every opportunity. Let love write
its verse in our lives and those we
love. Is there someone that would
read The Silver Lining and does
not receive it? Send in their ad
dress; include the zip number. Let
them meet the words of the Master

The submission of God to God ..
the awful price that breathes the
cost of blood ... we who stand and
ponder, we can measure but in part.
This was a historic, eternal mo
ment. It stands on the brink, sees
the destruction, the deepest of the
deep . . . and the bravery of One
who laid down His life for others.
"And they came to a place which

was named Gethsemane: and he
saith to his disciples, Sit ye here,
while I shall pray." The fires on
the altar were burning. The knife,
ready. Where was the sacrifice ?

Man had sinned. After death,
judgment. Man MUST be judged.
As we look at the place of the
press, Gethsemane, we see wonder
ful love. The lines of kindness and
sacrifice express most beautiful
features of God in His great love.
Look into that dear face. The spot
less Lamb of God !

Forging the bond of eternal hap
piness, He forded the hot stream
of judgment. It would have forever.
separated. "And he taketh with
him Peter and James and John, and
began to be sore amazed, and to be
very heavy,". . . He took them
along.

He wants to take us along too.
He wants us to be happy. He
wants us to know each feature of
His kindly face, and be happy with
Him through endless ages. This
making his soul an offering for
sin, not one of us can estimate the
depths of the press. He began. . . .
There were terrifying, frowning
clouds . . . angry, billowing judg
ment... tremendous ferocity. Be-

in this way also.

A Gift That Keeps On Giving
Looking for a gift for a birth

day present or other special occas
ion, for someone? If they do not
have a Zion's Harp hymnal, why
not give them one or more of these.

GETHSEMANE
Henry Souder Jr.

fore, and now so different. Before
there was a calm. Tho often and
much in sorrow, His look now is
heavy, weighed down, even unto
death. That death, a familiar ring
-our deserving, our sin. He took
our cause!

He was from everlasting. He had
known the joy and beauty of the
angel's praise... loved the joy of
the Father's face. Now the look of
the dreadful morrow was not only
mirrored in His heart, but was
there! Look! "And saith unto
them, My soul is exceeding sorrow
ful unto death: tarry ye here, and
watch."

It began in Gethsemane. Life is
real. Why box with the thin whisps
of nothing passing away? Or play
in the meadows of man's fancy?
See the sinless soul, pouring out
his soul unto death! The real surges
break on one that knew what we
knew, felt as we feel. He loved to
live. "And he went forward a lit
tle, and fell on the ground, and pray
ed that, if it were possible, the
hour might pass from him."

This offering is of his own free
will. No one takes His life from
Him, He lays it down. Look at the
cost of our own freedom. Death,
cold, sullen, silent. . . harsh, pain
ful, bloody... our death in his soul,
sorrowful unto death. "And he said,
Abba, Father, all things are possi
ble unto thee; take away this cup
from me: nevertheless not what I
will, but what thou wilt." This cup
... not that remote, far cup, but
the one here, now. Abba, the He
brew for His Father, and then the

Zion's Harp Hymnals . . . The
price of the new, hard cover white
edge (available in December '72 or
later) is $2.25 postpaid. The gold
edge in the old soft cover is also
$2.25 postpaid. To order write: Ray
Gerber, R. R. 4, Bluffton Ind 46714,
or Sam Aeschliman, R. R. 3, Bluff
ton Ind 46714.

Greek word ... Intimate, more so
than baby to dad. If there was any
other way the Father would rejoice
to give it.

When it costs the blood ot the
soul of the eternal Son, that is cost.
Anguish tears across the heart, and
the soul pours . . . and after the
sun was up it would be seen.
0 precious Jesus, who can find

such love, written by starry hand,
spanning the sky ? Can we slumber,
or be sleepy or sluggish of spiritual
things? "And he cometh, and find
eth them sleeping, and saith unto
Peter, Simon, sleepest thou? could
est not thou watch one hour ?"
Would your stand have been dif

ferent ? This is the best of us. Of
the travail of His hour, we were in
different. Some things and some
times we are still not fast to grasp.
What are we doing? Slumbering,
groggy in our own desires and
pasttime? 'Watch ye and pray,
lest ye enter into temptation. The
spirit truly is ready, but the flesh
is weak."

Our Light didn't fail us. "And
again he went away, and prayed,
and spake the same words." He
needed to pray again. How much
more us? . . . and the shipwrecked,
forlorn, those who feel they are
slipping under for the last. For
these the light beams, the cord
holds.

We went again. We follow again,
and again. We feel in His suffering.
The familiar features of the One
who prayed in Gethsemane become
our own.

There is victory and peace. This
is the Way to happiness forever!


