
0 God, thou art my God;
early will I seek thee: my
soul thirsteth for thee, my
flesh longeth for thee in a
dry and thirsty land, where
no water is;

To see thy power and thy
glory, so as I have seen thee
in the sanctuary.

Because thy lovingkind
ness is better than life, my
lips shall praise thee.

Thus will I bless thee
while I live: I will lift up my
hands in thy name.

My soul shall be satisfied
as with marrow and fat
ness ; and my mouth shall
praise thee with joyful lips:

...the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.
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MY WILL:OR GOD'S?
Part I

Willis R. Ehnle
We are looking for an elementary

teacher and a kindergarten teacher
to come to Japan in the summer of
1973. It is necessary that whoever
comes has the approval of their
local elder and be willing to cooper
ate.

Teaching here offers you the op
portunity to do something out of
the ordinary in an out-of-the-ordin
ary setting and culture which may
count for eternity. It broadens your
understanding of the world and
some say it strengthens them
spiritually. We do have English
services, attended by Bro. andSis.
Akito and Marie Inoue, almost
every week.

Transportation, medical expenses
and living expenses are paid from
the Missionary Fund, and you may
take a vacation somewhere within
Japan twice a year, also at church
expense. A one-year term is accept
able, but almost everyone prefers to.
stay two years after being here.
Anyone interested in considering
the matter should so inform their
local elder and Elder Bro. Ben Mai
bach. For some the way may not be
open, but for others it may be we
need to ask ourselves the question,
"Am I seeking my will, or God's?"
Jesus said, ". . . not as I will, but as
thou wilt." Matthew 26 :39

We would like to find teachers
within this summer so we know
whether we can plan on continuing
our schools beyond the 1972-73
school year.

The two sisters who are teaching
here have volunteered to relate
their experience in making the de
cision and in coming to Japan.

Part II Judy Bauer
When I first received a request

to come to Japan, I laughed. I
couldn't leave home and go so far
away. After all, I had had major
surgery and was still recovering.
What would I do about a job when
I came home? I knew, though, that
I should pray about it and try to
decide if the Lord agreed with me.
I was a little afraid to, because I
thought I might be wrong. I re
membered what my grandmother

had told me. "Be sure you mean
what you pray." She prayed that
God would grant her patience, and
then that He would remove her
from a situation. She broke her hip
and was removed. She had many
months on her back to learn pat
ience.

The Lord answers our prayers,
but not necessarily in the way we
would like. I often prayed that I
might do God's will and that He
would use me in some way for His
glory. Now I had an opportunity to
test if I really meant that ... But
I had a contract to teach for that
year. I just couldn't leave. What
would they do for another teacher
at that late date? How would it look
on my records? Would it affect my
chances of getting a job when I re
turned? God answered me through
the first chapter of Mark. Jesus
called Simon, Andrew, James and
John to do His work, and "straight
way they forsook their nets, and
followed him."

I wasn't asked to go immediately;
I had time to find solutions to my
problems. I knew I must go ... If
we aren't willing to step beyond our
known surroundings when God
calls, and trust Him for the solu
tions to the details that interfere,
we can't expect Him to bless us
spiritually or materially. He has
promised, Seek ye first the kingdom
of God and all these things shall be
added unto you.

I shed a lot of tears, but I finally
accepted God's calling to Japan. He
has supplied the answers to my
problems through good health and a
teacher to replace me at home. I
have been tremendously blessed
through my association with our
Japanese brothers and sisters. I still
have many things to learn about be
ing humble and following God's will,
but He is being patient and gentle
with me. There are others far more
talented for this position, but I have
the peace of heart that I am doing
what I can with God's help and
where He has put me.

Part III Sue Schock
One day in the mail I received a

Jetter from Bro. Willis. It started
out as a thank you, but about half
way through he asked me if I would

consider coming to Japan to teach
kindergarten. My uncle had visited
Japan in October and said he didn't
see why you had to be a teacher to
teach kindergarten, and he sug
gested they ask me. My profession
is nursing.

I had to read the letter over a
few times. I couldn't believe it. Me?
Go to Japan? I'm not the person for
that. I'm too quiet. I wouldn't talk
enough . . . I was very confused. I
didn't want to, but I knew I had to
consider it. After c h u r c h o n
Wednesday evening, I decided to
talk to my grandfather, Elder Bro.
Herman Kellenberger; I was feeling
discouraged. He told me to think
about it and pray about it. I did
pray, very hard. I didn't feel I could
say no, but I didn't want to say yes.
Then one Saturday evening we were
singing from the Gospel Hymns
No. 664 ("Come"). I was thinking
about Japan, when in the third
verse we sang, "Then, oversea and
mountain, Far from or near my
home, I'll take Thy hand and follow,
At that sweet whisper 'Come".

I knew then that I couldn't say
No! One thing made me hesitate.
That was that I had had no training
in teaching. I talked with my grand
father again. He did not like to see
me go, but if I felt it was God's will,
he wouldn't stop me. We decided
that if they couldn't find a teacher,
I would go.

I wrote my answer back to Japan
and waited about four months, not
knowing if I was going or not. Dur
ing that time I had periods when I
didn't want to go at all and periods
when I did want to go. One song in
the Zion's Harp gave me courage
during this waiting ... No. 244 ...
"Waiting is to be our earthly
schooling". Many times that went
through my mind ; also, "Ready to
go, Ready to stay" in the Hymns
of Zion. I knew when I received the
letter stating they could not find a
teacher, that it was surely God's
will that I go.

I started my preparations to
come. When I went to get my visa
at the Japanese Consulate in Chi
cago, they decided they couldn't
give me a missionary visa, I needed
a teacher's visa. That required
more papers, which they sent to



Japan. It takes a minimum of two
months to get a teacher's visa. I
wanted to leave in that time, but
there was nothing to do but wait
again.

Bro. Willis went to the Ministry
of Justice in Japan, in Tokyo, and
asked if they couldn't speed things
up a bit. He kept after them until
finally, about two weeks after I had
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first planned to leave, my visa came.
During that time everyone kept
asking me if I had gotten it yet and
then would say, "Maybe they won't
give it to you." I believed that God
would send it when He wanted me
to go and I wondered why people
couldn't understand and accept the
will of God.

Now that I'm here, I'm glad. I
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still sometimes wonder why I'm
here when others would be better
suited, but I know God wants me
here and I have the peace of heart
that I am doing God's will. I am
learning much about the people and
country of Japan and am gaining
much spiritually. I think I am gain
ing more and learning more than I
can possibly be giving.

The beauty of Christmas is meant for every day. Love has no seasons. Easter has a loveliness that should
be constantly carried. With great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection. Our hearts need to grow
toward a constant Best. Wouldn't it be nice if it could be said, At this house Christmas is every day?

IN SEASON, OUT OF SEASON
Detroit

Wouldn't it be wonderful if many
more would accept this "Priceless
Gift of Christmas" as the author
so beautifully expresses in the fol
lowing ...

Now Christmas is a season
for joy and merrymaking,
A time for gifts and presents,
for giving and for taking,

A festive, friendly, happy time
when everyone is gay-
But have we ever really felt
The greatness of the Day .. .

For through the centuries
the world has wandered far away
From the beauty and the meaning
of the holy Christmas Day . . .

For the Priceless Gift of Christmas
is meant just for the heart,
And we receive it only
when we become a part ...

Of the kingdom and the glory
which is ours to freely take,
For God sent the Holy Christ Child
at Christmas for our sake ...

So man might come to know Him
and feel His presence near,
And see the many miracles
performed while He was here ...

It can't be bought or bartered;
it can't be won or sold.
It doesn't cost a penny and
it's worth far more than gold ...

It isn't bright and gleaming
for eager eyes to see;
It can't be wrapped in tinsel
or placed beneath a tree.

It isn't soft and shimmering
for reaching hands to touch,
Or some expensive luxury
you've wanted very much ...

And this p r i c e l ess Gift of
Christmas

is within the reach of all,
The rich, the poor, the young and

old
the greatest and the small.

Morton

The memories of bygone years,
My mother's love, my mother's

tears,
The tho't of all her constant care
Doth bring the answer to her

prayer.

0 mother, when I think of thee,
'Tis but a step to Calvary;
Thy gentle hand upon my brow
Is leading me to Jesus now.

Spring Came

Spring came to my window
And smiled into my eyes,
And set my lips to singing ;
Then hastened to depart ...
Spring came to my window
And smiled into my heart!

Latty

Bluffton

Thy Will Be Done

If all the sunsets would be fused
In one celestial scroll,
Or all the love on earth were pour

ed

Into one golden bowl,
If all the tears congealed into
One iridescent pearl,
While all the restless winds rushed

on
In never-ending whirl. ..
The beauty and triumphant power
Of all would not compare
With Jesus of Gethsemane,
With His one yielded prayer.

Bluffton

Faith

Your faith should not be narrow,
But broad and high and long;
Faith must have length and breadth

and height,
Be steady and be strong.

The length of faith encircles
The future and the past,
And links them with the present...
A faith must last and last.

The breadth of faith is measured
By interest in others,
Those near at hand, those far away.
AU men must be as brothers.

The height of faith goes upward ;
It suirals from the sod,
And climbs its way to Heaven
To reach the throne of God.

Wolcott

Remember

Whenever you know a desolate hour
And are steeped in misery,

Remember Christ was lonely too,
In bleak Gethsemane ;

Whenever you feel that all the
world



4

Has turned its back on you
Remember that Christ knew what

it was
To feel abandoned too.

Whenever you feel that your bur
den

Is greater than you can bear,
Remember He too heartbreakingly

knew
A moment of dark despair,

And remembering these things
just bear in mind

His victorv was finally won.
He bowed His head & humbly said,

But Thy will, not Mine, be done.

Valparaiso

Show love and compassion for oth
ers today,

And do as the Saviour would do ;
For men may reject Him and turn

from His grace
If they fail to see Jesus in you.

Bromen

Up from the grave He arose
With a mighty triumph o'er His

foes ;
He arose a Victor from the dark

domain,
And He lives forever with His

saints to reign.
He arose! He arose!
Hallelujah ! Christ arose!

Burlington Okla.

He left the splendor of Heaven,
Knowing His destiny;
Twas the lonely hill of Golgotha,
There to lay down his life for me.
Even in death He remembered
The thief hanging by His side.
He spoke with love and compassion;
Then He took him to Paradise.

Wichita

Eternity

Your soul is precious in His sight;
In love He calls to thee.
He gave His all in grief and pain
That you might ransomed be.

The day of grace is hastening on
And soon 'twill be too late.
Come give your heart to Him today
Lest "lost" may be your fate.
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Gridley Kansas

Peace

One of our new sisters wrote this
poem to her unconverted friends,
shortly after her repentance:

I've looked for peace,
in my former life.

I finally found it,
for all my strife.

I turned to God,
not knowing why.

But now I'm so happy,
I just want to sigh.

God gave me the peace,
of true love with Him

And all the world,
when He forgave my sins.

So listen, my friends,
if you're looking for peace.

Don't turn to the world,
and the things that will cease.

Just turn to my Lord,
and I truly can say,

He'll give you the peace
that I feel today.

Peoria

The following poem expresses
gratitude and

Devotion

Today I partook of the manna
A portion from Thee, Lord on high ;
Receiving a source in good fortune
Through blessings, for Thy

presence was nigh I

Today I was quenched of a thirst;
The living waters freely flowed,
From words sincerely spoken,
A message the Gospel bestowed.

Today as I knelt in prayer
With friends in the faith side by

side;
In the house where I worship, a

Temple of peace
There life's stormy seas subside.

Today in my Christian endeavor,
Another step forward I take
Traveling over life's long rocky

road,
Praying Lord, never do me forsake.

By Sis. Louise Finck

Two dollars is suggested to be given
per year, for The Silver Lining.

Princeville

We may not know, we cannot tell
What pains He had to bear,

But we believe it was for us He
hung and suffered there.

There was no other good enough.
To pay the price of sin ;

He only could unlock the gate of
Heaven and let us in.

Oh dearly, dearly has He loved, And
we must love Him too;

And trust in His redeeming blood,
And try His works to do."

Western Ill. Univ.

When God wants to mold a man
To play the noblest part,
When He yearns with all His heart
To create so great and bold a man
That all the world shall be amazed,
Watch His methods, watch His

ways!

Detroit

Speak Gently

Speak gently: It is better far
To rule by love than fear.

Speak gently ; Let no harsh words
mar

The good we might do here.

Speak gently to the little child;
Its love be sure to gain.

Teach it in accents soft and mild;
It may not long remain.

Speak gently to the aged one;
Grieve not the careworn heart.

The sands of life are nearly run;
Let such in peace depart.

Speak gently, kindly to the poor;
Let no harsh tone be heard.
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They have enough they must
endure

Without an unkind word.

Speak gently to the erring; know
They must have toiled in vain.

Perchanca unkindness made them
so;

Oh win them back again.

Eureka

Creation

Sis. Caroline Moser, Written on
the way home from California

As we travel on the highways
The ever-changing scenes behold ;

Through prairie, desert, mountain
ranges,

What mystery lies there untold.

These the wonders of creation
Our God's might and power

proclaim,
Valleys verdant, tinted mountain,

Hills, forest, river and terrain.

Awe-inspiring mountain heights
As sentinels they stand,

Reminding us how great is God
Who governs sea and land.

All this beauty He created
For humble man to share,

More beautiful if we are faithful,
Will be, the Upper Garden there.

Remington

Written by a sister-in-faith about
my brother who took care of the
church yard for many years and
now is getting to that age when it
is too much for him.

Sunday after Sunday to church we
came,

The young and old, the meek and
the lame,

Seeking comfort and blessing, from
time to time.

As we drove into the church yard,
we often said in chime,

How beautiful the yard and bushes
are always kept in trim.

Certainly there was someone who
worked with every limb.

Many long, hot and tiresome hours
were spent.

Willing labor, strength and time
was lent.

THE SILVER LINING

This hard-working man never com
plained,

Even tho' often by evening his
walk was lamed.

May God bless this good faith
worker,

For he certainly never was a
shirker.

No metal or roses or special fuss,
Just a heartfelt "thank you" from

all of us.

Elgin IL

Renascence

Awake! Awake!
Wintry spirits are now revived;
The gloomy world is reborn.
The sun is brightly shining
On the dawn of a springtime morn.

Awake! Awake!
The wintry winds are hushed now:
Arise from the cold tomb.
Joyous life is triumphant;
Dead is the dismal gloom.

Awake! Awake!
Spring has conquered death;
Life it now does give.
Awake thou weary soul
Awake ! Believe! and Live!

Forrest

A. Mother's Prayer

Oh give me, God, the wisdom that
I need

To mold the tender lives within my
care;

Give me the power that I may lead
Them into righteous fields to

settle there.
I ask for them no rainbowed paths

of ease;
I ask for them no store of wealth

or fame;
I only ask that by their lives they

please
You and the world with an un

tarnished name.
I know that man is weak and life is

strong,
And sometimes honest roads look

very drear;
That winning laurels often takes
"too" long,

And luring vistas from all sides
appear ;

But while I have my young beneath
my wing,

God, help me guide them right in
everything.
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Mansfield

And weary from this earthly strife,
The pilgrim there finds rest ;
Throughout that everlasting life
God's holy name be blest.

Rittman

As when across the dreary waste,
the winged messenger of peace

Sped on her way in joyful haste, to
hail a sunken world's release,

So Easter angels pure and bright,
your message bear to waiting
ears:

The Lord is risen! In Easter light
a new created world appears.

Rittman

I have an heritage of bliss, which
yet I may not see:

The hand that bled to make it mine
is keeping it for me.

Tremont

For resurrection living There is
resurrection power,

And the praise and prayer of trust
ing May glorify each hour.

For common days are holy And
year's an Easter-tide.

To those who with the living Lord
In living faith abide.

Goodfield

A Mother's Prayer

I pray dear Lord, that you will give
My children grace, their lives to

live in peace.

I wouldn't want for worldly wealth
Or fame and foolish love of self, to

spoil them.
Please keep them from the crafty

snares
That often creep in unawares to

tempt them.

And when the way is rough and
steep,

Dear blessed Savior, guide and keep
them near you.

Correction: The April issue of The
Silver Lining: Page 6, Princeville news,
3rd column, 4th paragraph [not count
ing top] 11th line-should have been on
the same page, 1st column, 3rd para
graph, after the 6th line.
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If they must suffer earthly loss,
Just help them, Lord, to bear the

cross in patience.

That some day in eternity
We all might meet and live with

Thee in Heaven.

Lamar

Lord for tomorrow and its needs I
do not pray;

Keep me, my God, from stain of
sin, just for today.

Now set a seal upon my lips, for
this I pray;

Keep me from idle words, just for
today.

Let me be slow to do my will,
prompt to obey,

And keep me, guide me, use me,
Lord, just for today.

Morris

Across the world there is singing,
Melodic voices send a cry

Of joyousness, of great rejoicing
Across the rafters of the sky.

There is a note of triumph ringing
That brightens every heart that

hears,
And ever shall this song of gladness

Peal out across the coming years.

The Christ is risen! 0 this message
Proclaim that victory is won;

Death could not hold Him with its
coldness,

And he walked forth, God's holy
Son.

Radiant hope bursts forth with
gladness,

Triumphant, joyous, filled with
power.

The Christ is risen! Cease all
weeping;

There is a glory in this hour.

Alto

Two Groups

Two groups there were that Friday
morn,

when Christ was crucified;
Two groups that stood on Calvary,

and watched Him as He died.
One group was large, a surging

throng
that had come to pass the time;

One group was small, composed of
few

who knew His love sublime.
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'Twas easy to stand with the larger
group,

for no one could see you there,
But only a Christian could stand

with the few,
only a Christian would dare.

Two groups there were and only
two--

there was no middle ground,
And those Judeans had to choose

with
which they would be found.

And though two thousand years
have passed,

all men must still decide
Whether to stand with the larger

group,
or with the few abide.

Janetion

What Is a Mother
She's made up of lots of things,

soft hands, a warm heart, tears of
joy ... Mothers are different from
other ladies. Their hair isn't done
in the latest style-sometimes it
isn't done at all. •. A mother is dif
ferent. She never takes the last
chop on the plate. She likes chicken
ribs and backs. . . A mother is a
person who can change diapers all
day long, feed the baby at two in
the morning, and still share daddy's
delight when baby's first word is
'da-da". . A God-fearing mother
is a very dear blessing. Those of us
who still have them are truly
thankful and those of us who can
no longer see them have hopes of
meeting them again in that Great
Day.

Lamont

Since Jesus rose, there's strength
and life

To help me through this earthly
strife.

0 Saviour, grant that I may be
Thy faithful servant, pure and free.

Bay City

The Master stood in His garden,
Among the lilies fair
Which His own right hand had

planted,
And trained with tend'rest care.

My lilies need to be watered,
The Heavenlv Master said;
Wherein shall I draw it for them
And raise each drooping head?

Close to His feet on the pathway,
Empty and frail and small,
An earthen vessel was lying,
Which seemed no use at all;

But the Master saw, and raised it
From the dust in which it lay,
And smiled, as He gently whis-

pered,
This shall do My work today.

It is but an earthen vessel,
But it lay so close to Me;
It is small, but it is empty
That is all it needs to be.

So to the fountain He took it,
And filled it to the brim.
How glad was the earthen vessel
To be of some use to Him!

He watered the drooping lilies
Until they revived again,
And the Master saw with pleasure
That His labor had not been in vain.

His own hand had drawn the water
Which refreshed the thirsty flow-

ers,
But He used the earthen vessel
To convey the living showers.

And to itself it whispered
As He laid it aside once more,
Still will I lie in His pathway,
Just where I did before.

Close would I keep to the Master;
Empty would I remain,
And perhaps some day He may use

me
To water His flowers again.

Elgin Ia.

My Old House

I hail once more my natal day
Still in my tenement of clay,

With many favors blest;
How He Who placed the structure

here,
Can prop it up another year,

If He should think it best.

Long hath it stood through snows
and rains,

And braved life's fearful hurri
canes,

While many a stronger fell;
The reason why I cannot see,

But to us what seems mystery
The builder knows full well.

But now, 'Tis weather-worn and
old;



The Summer's heat, the Winter's
cold,

Pierce through the walls and roof;
'Tis like a garment as worn out,

To mend there seems no where
about

So gone is warp and woof.

The tottering pillars are all weak ;
The poor old hinges creak ;

The windows too are dim.
These slight discomforts we'll let

pass,
For looking through a glass,

We catch a hopeful gleam.

Nature and Scripture tell us all
This withered frame 'ere long

must fall,
When, where, or how's unknown;

We'll leave that to the architect,
And trust His Wisdom to direct

The taking of it down.

And when you see it prostrate lie,
Let not sad tears bedim your

eyes,
The tenant is not here,

But just beyond time's little
space,

She finds with Christ a resting
place,

No more to date her year.
Ft. Scott

The Old Clay House

When I get through with this old
clay house of mine

When no longer through i t s
windows the beacon light shines:

Just box it up and lay it away
With other clay houses of

yesterday.

Just study this house; no tears
should be shed;

It's like any clay house when the
tenant has fled.

I have lived in this house many
days all alone,

Just waiting, and oh how I long to
go home.

Don't misunderstand me; this old
world divine

With love, birds, flowers and
glorious sunshine

Is a wonderful place a n d a
wonderful plan,

And a wonderful, wonderful gift
to man.

Yet somehow we feel when the
cycle's complete

There are dear ones gone on whom
we are anxious to meet,
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So when I am through with this old
house of clay

Just box it up tight and lay it
away ...

It's the kind of material we each
send across,

And if we build poorly, of course,
'tis our loss.

You ask, "What material is best
to select" ?

'Twas told you long since by the
Great Architect.

A new commandment, I give unto
you ...

That ye love one another, as I have
loved you...

So the finest material to send up
above

Is clean, straight-grained timber
of brotherly love.

Submitted by deceased Bro. Otto
Norr, RR, Grabill, Indiana... Found
written in the back of one of the
old song books, Songs of Praise and
Worship by Sis. Louisa Banwart.

Ft. Wayne

Mommie, "Did you know there
are buds in the front yard ?'

Another month has swiftly flown
past-

How much longer will God let them
last!

How much longer to hear Him say,
Come, follow me ! Do not delay!

Only God knows!

Will your call come to leave this
earth

As buds of Spring with new-found
birth,

Or will He grant many years to
you,

To mellow with time, and work for
Him, too?

A loving God knows !

Someday, will our dear Lord stand
At the door of Heaven with His

angel band ?
To welcome you with arms spread

wide,
For all eternity, There to abide!

Please, Lord, make it so !

Ft. Wayne

The Little Things are most worth-
while,

A quiet work,
A look, a smile,
A listening ear

7

That's quick to share
Another's thoughts,
Another's care.

Lamar

The Way to God

If my days were untroubled
and my heart always light
Would I seek that fair land
where there is no night;
If I never grew weary
with the weight of my load
would I search for God's peace
at the end of the road ;
If I never knew sickness and never
felt pain
Would I reach for a hand to help
and sustain ;
If I walked not with sorrow
and lived without loss
Would my soul seek sweet solace
at the foot of the cross ; . . .
For God's sought more often
in times of distress,
And no one knows God or sees Him
as plain
As those who have met Him
on The Pathway of Pain.

Morris

God, give to us the simple faith
That little children find,

The faith to hope, the faith to see
The clouds are silver-lined

Give us the faith to dream bright
dreams

Upon the darkest day,
And most of all give us the faith
To clasp our hands and pray...

For if we pray as children do,
We who have journeyed far

May find the warm reflection of
A glowing splendid star,

And if we wear this simple faith
Wrapped like a cloak around us

We will be blessed as children are
And feel that peace has found us.

Urbana

For Spiritual Strength
O God,
You have sent us
Into the arena
Of spiritual struggle.
May no staleness
Or complacency
Keep us from victory.
Give guidance
Into Your will
And grace to follow.



8

Make us strong to serve
And steady to live.
Free us
From every false hope
And from habits which hinder.
Grant that we may know
Your forgiving grace
And walk in the assurance
Of living faith. Amen.

To those who will be in Europe
the last week of June and the first
two weeks of July, a special note:
Bro. Ben Maibach-our elder from
Detroit, his wife. and two of his
children plan to visit. This is a good
opportunity (on our vacation. it is
a highlight to meet and sit with the
brethren). Now, some wil1 have an
opportunity to stop on their journey
through life. Here are some words
from Bro. Ben: "We would like to
notify the servicemen and those of
our brethren who are in the area
that we hope to be at Neuhutten
the second Sunday in July to hold
services there, and we would cer
tainly welcome the opportunity to
meet our beloved brethren and
friends."

AKRON
Katherine Ries

Bro. Leon Graf. superintendent
of our Sunday School, has an
nounced Summer Vacation Bible
School Beginning June 19 through
23. Hours will be from 7 :30 p.m. to
9 :30 p.m. and are for children age
3 to adulthood. All are welcome.

It is with feelings of mixed emo
tions that we approach the report
ing of activities of our members
and friends. We are joyful to wel
come those who have been absent
for some time due to illness : Sis.
Carol (Don) Gasser and children,
friend Richard Messner, Bro. Stan
ley an d Ann Francis, Sis. Grace
Schuckert, Sis. Mary Stanovevic,
and to vacationing friend Bill and
Sis. Fredda Von Gunten, who have
returned from Florida.

We are happy to report that after
successful surgery, but with a feel
ing of sorrow they cannot meet
with us, Sis. Edna Von Gunten, 319
House Ave., Akron 0. 44319, and
Noah Baumgartner, 874 Greenwood
Ave., Akron 0. 44320, as they re
cuperate at their respective homes.
Friend Fred Burr, 1355 Roslyn Ave.
Akron O. 44330, is home again, but
friend Helen (his wife) has been
hospitalized because of a fall in
their home . . . condition satisfac-
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tory. Sis. Anna Hanla, 324 N. Haw
kins Ave., Akron 0. 44320, was ab
sent May 7 due to illness.

And we regret that Bro. Dan
(Sis. Eva) Emery has been con
fined to his bed for the past month
at the Mennonite Home in Ritt
man.

ALTADENA
Marilyn Graf

Our friends, Judy Hackenjos,
daughter of Bro. Glen and Sis. Kay,
and Don and Ken Cooper, sons of
Bro. Ray and Sis. Gini Cooper, have
found peace with God and hope to
give their testimonies in the near
future. We rejoice with them.

Emily Minger, daughter of Bro.
Bill and Sis. Freda, and Bill Kessler
were united in marriage Feb. 25.

Gary MacDonald, son of Earle
and Sis. Lois (Klotzle) MacDonald
is in basic training. His address is
Gary Ian MacDonald S.R. 573-80-
1885, Company 122, Naval Training
Center, San Diego Calif 92133.

Bro. Bill and Sis. Freda Minger
have received the address of their
son, Emil who is receiving Army
schooling. Sp. 4 Emil Minger, DCO
36-N USAE5BDE, SSAN. 549-92-
2562, Ft. Belvoir Va 22060.

Sis. Marie Kaupp is enjoying her
retirement and her new apartment.
Her address is 122 N. Oak Apt. B.,
Pasadena Ca. 91107.

Sis. Elizabeth Kaisner and Sis.
Helen Klotzle wish to thank every
one who remembered them with
cards and letters during their
surgery.

AMES
Charlen Banwart

Bro. Duane Metzger of West
Bend was our guest minister in
April.

Several of us attended the wedd
ing of Sis. Carol Wuthrich and Bro.
Don Schmidgall in Morton on April
9. We welcome Sis. Carol to Ames.

As the school year draws to a
close, we wish to remember those
who are completine their education
here. Bro. Galen Metzger received
his bachelor's degree and has ac
cepted a position in DeKalb, Ill.,
near Elgin. We have enjoyed Bro.
Galen and Sis. Mary Jo's stay in
Ames.

Bob Siegle and Keith Kuntz, both
of Oakville, have received their
bachelor's degrees also. We have ap
preciated their support during their
stay here.

Since most of our students will be

returning to their homes for the
summer months, no services will be
held here in June, July and August.
We hope to resume services Sept.
10.

ALTO
Joyleen Blough

" .until death do us part." On
Sat., April 22, many of us were
privileged to witness the impressive
wedding ceremony of Bonnie Oesch
to David Stouffer. Her parents
are Bro. Joseph and Sis. Celva; he
is the son of Mrs. William Stouffer
and the late Mr. Stouffer. They
were united in marriage at the
home of the bride's parents by El
der Bro. Ben Maibach.

Hospitalized are Sis. Donna Stef
fen and Friend Gay Erlinger. We
are very thankful that little Audrea
Lanz, daughter of Carry and Kathy
Lanz, only received a few scratches
when she was hit by a motorcycle.

BERN
Esther and Stella Moser

Our friends, Elmer and Eldora
Isch are rejoicing over their first
grandchild, Clara Janelle, born
March 31, to Jerlynn and James
McCune, Rockville. Sis. Emma
Wittmer is the great-grandmother.

We enjoyed several visiting min
isters. Bro. Ben Maibach-Detroit,
served us one Sunday morning. Bro.
Loren Strahm-Gridley, Bro. Sam
Huber-Sabetha on another Sun
day.

Sis. Lucy Hartter is still a hos
pital patient, although getting
along well. Clarissa. 8-year old
daughter of Friends Hal and Nina
Strahm was hospitalized for tests
and observation. Leland Esslinger,
(Bro. Martin and Sis. Arlene) was
a medical patient. Their daughter,
Diane, was also hospitalized a short
time for stitches on a leg due to a
car wreck. Diane and five other
young folks escaped through the
windshield opening, after the car
rolled and burst into flames.

Sis. Leah Bauman had a fall in
her home. A neighbor checked on
her, and found her on the floor un
able to get up. She was stiff and
sore. but no broken bones. Sis. Leah
will be 92 May 24 and was quilting
at the time.

BLUFFTON
Imogene Steffen - Pat Isch
On April 9 we had several visit

ing ministers: Bro. Eugene Fetters
and Bro. Homer Reineck from To-



Iedo, Bro. Merril Laukhuf from
Latty, and Bro. Henry Dotterer
from Rittman. Most of our home
ministers had made plans to lend
themselves in other congregations
that day, so it was a special privi
lege for us to be so richly instruct
ed.

Becoming the parents of their
third child, Bro. Ken and Sis. Judy
(Isch) Kipfer welcomed little Nata
lie Gay. A brother, Hal, and sister,
Gwen gladly receive a new sister.
Cathy (Fichter) and Dave Bussel
became the parents of their first
child, a son, Jason Alan. As with
all family circles, may we always be
gentle, controlling our anxieties
that we may learn to love one an
other.

As we go along in life, we find
that sickness is no respector of age.
Bro. Ralph Troxel is now able to be
up and around at home after spend
ing some time in the hospital. Bro.
John Schaefer remains hospitalized,
receiving treatment. Sisters Ella
(John) Yergler and Lydia (John)
Kaehr have been dismissed and are
convalescing at home. We are grate
ful that we are permitted to live
in such a time, filled with vast
modern medical knowledge, that the
health of our loved ones can be im
proved wherever the Lord permits
His touch of healing.

On April 29, Rose T o n n e r
(daughter of Harry and Clara) and
Charles Dalio were united in a mar
riage ceremony in our Fellowship
Hall Chapel. Bro. Orville Ringger
received their vows to be true to
one another throughout life. "What
therefore God hath joined together,
let not man put asunder."

We believe her prayers were
answered when the Lord chose to
call Sis. Fredie Schaefer, aged 86,
to her eternal reward of peace and
joy in Heaven, after suffering froma stroke. She had been an invalid
fourteen years and patiently en
dured her lot as a true soldier of the
cross. Survivors include two broth
ers, Bro. John and Bro. Joel, and
two sisters, Mary and Elizabeth.
Her loved ones have been truly de
dicated to her care and needs dur
ing her long bed-ridden years.
"Repent, and be baptized every

one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of sins,
and ye shall receive the gift of the
Holy Ghost." This was the reason
for rejoicing when on Sunday, April
30, Elaine Kipfer, daughter of Bro.
Martin and Sis. Marguerite, gave
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her testimony of her spiritual ex
perience with her Maker. Seeking
the Lord, repenting and confessing
our sins, forsaking the broad way
which leads to destruction, prom
ising to be a faithful child of God
through the grace He bestows, and
being baptized in a watery grave to
bury the old sinful life-thus our
blessed salvation is obtained. May
our new sister in faith grow in
grace throughout life, and may we
all ever strive to enter our Heaven
ly Home, which lasts forever with
out end.

BAY CITY
Carolyn Knochel

"Love of all gifts is the greatest
..." On April 16, our congregation
and many visitors witnessed the
marriage vows of Bro. Don Schneid
er and Sis. Sandra Schlatter. Don
is the son of Bro. Al and Sis. Gladys
of Rockville; Sandy's parents are
Bro. Dave and Sis. Margaret of our
congregation. The newlyweds will
be making their home in Rockville;
we wish them much joy and happi
ness in their life together. Visiting
minister with us for this occasion
(along with Bro. Al) was Bro. Art
Gudeman of La Crosse.

Hospitalized for surgery and as
sembling with us again was Bro.
Don Wieland.

BLOOMINGTON-NORMAL
Virgil and Shirley Funk

Our visiting ministers for the
month include: Robert Walder, Con
gerville ; Orville Ringger, Bluffton;
Ernest Gerber and Perry Zimmer
man, Forrest; James Hoerr, Peoria,
and Nathan Steffen, Elgin. May the
precious word of God come across
our pulpits in its truth and purity
until the Lord's return.

Our friend, Ralph Endress is con
verting to the Lord. We wish him
God's grace and blessings.

BRADFORD
Rebecca Endress

We thank Elder Bro. Eugene
Bertschi (Roanoke) and our elders,
Bros. Dave Kieser and Silas Leut
hold for preaching the word to us
and serving us Holy Communion.
I am so glad that our Lord provided
this way of reminding us of His
death for us. At least I know I am
prone to begin measuring myself by
myself and comparing ourselves
among ourselves. At Communion
time we must look and see what we
really are according to the word;
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and then just as I realize in despair
how far I am from what I should be
-I remember that this wonderful
hope we have is by grace I It is the
gift of God by grace, ''Not by
works, lest any man should boast."
This is just what the Lord intended
for us to remember at this time!

Ministering Brothers Carl Kipfer
and Wendell Gerber of Bluffton
spent a Sunday with us, as did Bro.
Joe Stoller, Princeville.

Many of the brothers have been
spending much time at our church
house this spring, painting the in
terior and installing the new air
conditioning system.

Our midweek services have been
discontinued for the su m mer
months, with the onset of Daylight
Savings Time. Many of us look for
ward to assembling with Princeville
on Wednesday nights, until we re
sume services the first of Novem
ber.

BURLINGTON
Edna Pohl - Elaine Eisenmann
As the earth again has awakened

to life and beauty, so are we, re
newed in the spirit, who were all
able to partake of the Holy Sacra
ment of Communion. On the Lord's
Day of April 29, our congregation
celebrated the Lord's Supper. Those
of Oakville church who weren't able
to partake with their congregation
joined us, and we were happy to
have them in our midst. Our Elder
Bro. Noah Schrock was assisted by
Bro. Harvey Heiniger.

We are so thankful the Lord in
stituted this sacred moment in our
lives, to remember Him and His
death for the saving of our souls. It
surely refreshes the spirit to do
works more earnestly and pleasing
to our Saviour and Redeemer . . .
Truly a privilege, to be a child of
God.

Our sister in the Lord, Ann Mass
ner (Allan) underwent major surg
ery April 26. She is doing quite
well, and is home to recuperate.

BURLINGTON
Janice Frieden - Janice Springer

An old Christian woman, whose
age began to tell on her memory,
had once known much of the Bible
by heart. Eventually only one prec
ious bit stayed with her: "... I
know whom I have believed, and am
persuaded that he is able to keep
that which I have committed unto
him against that day." By and by
part of that slipped, and she would



10

quietly repeat " . . that which I
have committed unto him . ." As
she hovered on the borderland be
tween this and the spirit world, her
loved ones noticed her lips moving.
They bent down to see if she needed
anything. She was repeating over
and over again to herself the one
word: Hirn-Him-Him. She had
the whole Bible in that one word.
"Make a joyful noise unto the

LORD, all ye lands." Our monthly
singing was held in the home of
Bro. Huber and Sis. Helen Farney.
There with voices of love, we came
before God's presence with singing.

The engagement of Rhonda Nel
son to Kirk Riedel was announced.
Rhonda is the daughter of Bro.
Ronald and Sis. Shirley Nelson.

Sis. Anna Miller is a hospital
patient in Kiowa.

I tried-I tried so very hard to
pray,

To thank God for this lovely, lovely
day ...

But as I knelt, so many blessings
grew,

It seemed as though my heart
would burst in two

With thankfulness-so many bless
ings there

To crowd into just one small
Thank you prayer,

But as my lips groped haltingly to
find

The words to speak my humbly
grateful mind,

I heard God's gentle whisper,
kneeling there,

Arise my child, thy heart has said
thy prayer.

CHICAGO
We were privileged to partake of

Holy Communion recently. May the
blessed atmosphere of unity which
was felt prevail in the days ahead.

On April 30, Jim Grivet was
proved and baptized. We rejoice
with the angels of Heaven over
every dear soul which is added to
the fold.
Visiting ministers were Bros.

Maurice Frank, Leo; E l m er
Schrenk, Alto; and Earl Zelt
wanger, Bremen. The Lord has rich
ly blessed us through the sounding
of His precious gospel.

Jenny, daughter of Bro. Arnie
and Sis. Marge Gerst, broke her
foot, in an accident at school. She
will be wearing a cast for several
weeks, but we hope will soon be
back to normal.
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CONGERVILLE
Norma Stahl - Linda Knapp
We are so happy to have Sis. Ida

(John) Rokey assembling with us
again. She had been confined to her
home for some time due to illness.
Andy Zimmerman, son of Bro. Or
ville and Sis. Lula had surgery and
is home and feeling fine.

Ralph and Joyce Zobrist have de
cided to make a change and live for
our Lord and Saviour. Rusty is the
son of Sis. Clara Zobrist of Good
field. Joyce is the daughter of Bro.
Merion and Sis. Esther Miller. We
wish them all of God's grace.

Bro. Don Sauder and Bro. James
Leman of Roanoke were our visit
ing ministers.

CISSNA PARK
Mary Young - Margaret Rudin
We are happy that our dear, aged

friend, John Otto has found peace
with God and man, and hopes to
bring his testimony before the con
gregation soon.

Bro. Robert Greiner and Sis. Ei
leen Schlipf were united in Holy
Matrimony April 16 by our elder.
We will miss Sis. Eileen, but our
loss will be the Elgin congregations'
gain.

The engagement of Sis. Sharon
Sauder and Bro. Kenneth Eisenman
was announced. Sharon is the
daughter of Bro. Phil and Sis. Anna,
and Kenneth is the son of Sis. Lydia
Eisenman.

A son, David Philip, was born to
Sis. Rosie and Bro. Vernon Martin
April 10. He has three brothers to
welcome him. Sis. Kathryn Martin
and Bro. and Sis. Alfred Hoerr of
Peoria are the grandparents. A son,
Timothy Joseph, was born to Sis.
Jean and Bro. Larry Kaufman
April 23. Bro. Robert and Sis. Marie
Kaufman and Sis. and Bro. William
Belsley of Eureka are grandparents.
He has two sisters to welcome him.
A girl, Joni Rae, was born to Roland
and Mary Ann Young on May 4.
George and Marie Young and Mr.
and Mrs. Fred Ifft from Fairbury
are the grandparents. She has two
sisters to welcome her in her home.
We are so thankful Sis. Leah

Aeschliman could return to her
home. She is in good spirits and is
getting along nicely. Sis. Ida Rocke
was a hospital patient, having had
eye surgery. Bro. Elmer Bauer was
a hospital medical patient. Philip,
infant son of Bro. and Sis. Fred
Waldbeser, was a hospital patient a
few days ... happy to report, they

are all home and doing well. Susan,
small daughter of Sis. Wilma and
Bro. Charles Walder was a hospital
medical patient. Bro. Joe and Sis.
Lillie Waldbeser were hospitalized
due to an automobile accident. We
are happy they are getting along
nicely.

Our visiting ministers were Bros.
Al Scheitlin, Henry Beer, Raymond
Roth, John Bahler Noah Bauman,
Rudy Graf.

On midweek service, a group
from Champaign and Purdue Uni
versity attended an hour of worship
with us, accompanied by Bro. Ed
win Bahler and Bro. Earl Kilgus.

CROGHAN - NAUMBURG
Alice Virkler Eleanor Herzig

On Sunday afternoon, April 20,
our family and congregation was
saddened when our father, Bro. F.
Clifton Virkler, was taken home
from this earthly life of toil and
care after a short, sudden illness of
only a few hours. Funeral services
were held at the Croghan Church
on May 3, by Elder Bro. John Bah
ler of Rockville. He is survived by
his wife, Sis. Charlotte ; f o u r
daughters, Sis. Alice, Sis. Carol,
Sis. Eleanor (Bro. Ronald) Herzig,
and Barbara; three sons, Andrew,
John, and Rudolph; his father, An
drew S. Virkler; one sister, Mrs.
Julia (Urban) Karcher; and two
brothers, Perry and Everett. He
will be missed by our congregations,
as he was one of our singing lead
ers. Friends and relatives attended
the funeral from Rockville and Bay
City.

Our Sunday School children pre
sented a short Easter program dur
ing the noon hour on Easter.

Mid-week services have resumed
for the summer months, being held
on Wed. evening at 7 :30, alterna
ting between the two churches. We
cordially invite any visitors to wor
shiv with us.

Those who have been hospitalized
and have returned to their homes
are: Emerson Schneider, Sis. Leda
Farney, Bro. Howard Virkler, Todd
Farney, Craig Virkler, Bro. John
Hany, Pearl Colgrove, and Julia
Karcher. Vincent Hirschey is a
surgical patient, and Sis. Minnie
Rauhe is a medical patient at the
hospital.

Note of Thanks: We would like
to express our heartfelt thanks to
our many friends and relatives for
their prayers, cards, and deeds of
kindness shown to us in our time of



sorrow. The Family of Bro. Clifton
Virkler.

DETROIT
Bonnie Popp - Linda Shaw
"And it shall be said in that day,

Lo, this is our God; we have waited
for him, and he will save us: this is
the LORD; we have waited for him,
we will be glad and rejoice in his
salvation." These were words, writ
ten in prophecy, of the Saviour to
come. They portray the love of God,
the honor and praise due Him.
These words also show the joy and
gladness in anticipation of the Lord.

The story of Easter has so much
to say to all ... Of Christ's prayer
in Gethsemane . . . of the suffering
and death upon the cross ...Of this
humiliation and pain, the resurrec
tion which offers life eternal to all
who would be willing to believe and
follow the way of the cross.

We can then see that through
prayer and self-denial, which at
times means humiliation and pain,
this way of the cross will lead us
home to a mansion above.

We were privileged to have Bro.
Roy Ehnle with us for services on
Good Friday and Easter. His words
ministered to us reminded us of the
joy of Easter.
... so glad to have Larry Novak

home from the service. His tour of
duty is completed. Larry is the son
of Harvey and Sis. Kay Novak.

Our sympathy goes out to the
Walter Bauer family of our congre
gation at the passing of Walter's
mother. Mrs. Catherine Bau er
passed away in the Restmor Home
in Morton at the age of 90. The fun
eral was held on April 24.

ELGIN, ILLINOIS
Louise Steffen

Katie Kachelmuss
Our guest ministers were Bros.

Harvey Grimm of Bern and Ernest
Graf of Akron.

Sis. Bena Gudeman fell and suf
fered a broken hip. She is 85 years
old, and getting along as well as
can be expected.

Lester, husband of Esther Grein
er Batt has had open heart surgery
at the Mayo Clinic, getting along as
well as could be expected. They live
at 1425 Eagle Rd., Elgin Ill 60120.

Reuben, brother of Sis. Nina and
Ida Moser and Sis. Lydia Messer
schmidt, suffered a heart attack, &
is at Sherman Hospital, but will
soon be at home with his sisters at
681 Lillie St., Elgin Ill 60120.
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We welcome into our church
circle the newly-weds, Bro. Robert
(Bob) and Sis. Eileen Schlipf
Greiner. Eileen comes from the
Cissna congregation. They will be
at home at 656 Park St.,Elgin Ill
60120.

Birth : A son, Andrew Lloyd, born
on April 27 to Lloyd (Herman) and
Carol Kellenberger. They live at
50 River Bluff Rd., Elgin Ill 60120.

EUREKA
Cathryn Wettstein
Salome Schumacher

The evening of April 8, our three
friends were given the opportunity
to tell of their experience in repent
ing. They were Madolyn Hartter,
daughter of Bro. and Sis. Dan and
Dorothy; Rosemary Klaus, daugh
ter of Bro. and Sis. Joe and Miriam ;
Steven Martin, son of Bro. and Sis.
Nelson and Maryellen. Bro. Roy
Sauder helped Bro. Leroy Huber
with the proving. The next day
they were baptized and are now our
new sisters and brother in Christ.

April 16 was the day set aside for
Communion. In this very important,
impressive service, Bro. No a h
Schrock from Oakville and Bro.
Herman Kellenberger from Elgin
Ill assisted Bro. Leroy. It was in
deed a solemn hour as we broke the
bread and drank the wine, thinking
of how He suffered and died that we
might live; if we stay true and
faithful until death. Jesus said, Do
this in remembrance of me until I
come again.

Other visitors have been-Bros.
Art Bauer, Princeville; Willis Wie
gand, Goodfield; Henry Grimm,
Francis Rother, Morton; Raymond
Roth, Burlington, Oklahoma.

Announcement: Sis. Ila Huber
and Bro. Roger Bradle. He is from
Roanoke. She is the daughter of
Bro. and Sis. Leroy and Clara ; he is
the son of Bro. and Sis. Chris and
Anna.

Birth : to Bro. and Sis. Curtis and
Beth Rocke, a daughter, Joyce
Elaine, born April 10. They also
have a son.

Another friend is seeking her
Lord by renenting. She is Dianne
Crawford. Her parents are Maurice
and Joyce Crawford.

Hospital patients: Sis. Martha
Wettstein, wife of Bro. Charles,
underwent surgery at the Proctor
Hospital, where she is still a pat
ient. William Sinn is a patient in
Methodist Hospital. His wife is Sis.
Evalina.
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FAIRBURY
Joyce Huber

We praise the Lord for Sandy
Zimmerman, giving her testimony
of her faith in our Saviour and Lord
Jesus Christ, and she was baptized.
Sandy is the daughter of Bro. Lloyd
and Sis. Margaret Zimmerman.

We enjoyed visiting ministers
Bro. Dan Koch and Bro. Raymond
Roth.

Sis. Mary Kaeb had surgery, and
Sis. Lydia Aberle and Andy Stef
fen were hospitalized.

Sis. Esther Miller, 73, passed
away, being stricken suddenly at
her home. She lived in Cissna Park,
Gridley, and Chatsworth before
moving to Fairbury two years ago.
Surviving are a sister, Sis. Emily
Miller, with whom she made her
home; two brothers, her twin-Bro.
Ezra and Bro. Frank.

Bro. Roy Sauder and Bro. Perry
Zimmerman assisted Bro. Josh
Broquard in serving communion.
Note: I wish to express my heart

felt thanks and appreciation to all
of the loved ones for the prayers,
the many cards, and gifts received
in my stay at the hospital and since
I am home again. Marie Broquard.

Note : I would like to express my
thanks and appreciation to all my
friends and relatives who remem
bered me with cards and letters and
other kindnesses while I was a pat
ient at St. Mary's Hospital in Ro
chester, Minn. Laura Weisser, of
Colorado.

Thank You: Your deeds of kind
ness and sympathy will always be
remembered . . . Robert and Edna
Mae Moser, Eli and Bertha Moser.

FORREST
Juanita Schneider
Eleanor Honegger

Our two dear friends, Leland and
Mariorie Kuntz, were proved and
baptized. Assisting Bro. Perry Zim
mmerman in this wonderful under
taking were Bro. Joshua Broouard
of Fairbury and Bro. Eugene Bert
schi of Roanoke.

Bro. Ezra Feller of Cissna Park
and Bro. Joshua Broquard of Fair
bury assisted our Bro. Perry Zim
merman in serving us The Lord's
Supper. Renewed in spirit, may we
go forward in our spiritual walk of
life, that we may someday partake
of the mansion above. The cup was
filled to overflowing when we were
privileged to have as visiting min
isters, Bros. Merle Kaisner-Fair
bury, Art Gudeman-La Crosse and
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Bro. Everett Hari-Normal. Bro.
Bert Butikofer of Elgin, Iowa min
istered to us on a Wednesday eve
ning. What a blessing it is when we
can sit in heavenly places to hear
of God's unsurpassing love for us.
Bro. Wayne and Sis. Roberta Bro

quard have a new little bundle of
joy since Sally Jo arrived. Also to
welcome her is Tess and Lorelei.
Grandparents are Bro. George and
Sis. Clara Broquard and Carl and
Sis. Dorothy Bachtold.

The engagement of Bro. Ronnie
Koehl was announced to Sis. Carol
Laukhuf of the Latty congregation.
Bro. Kenneth and Sis. Marjorie
Laukhuf and Bro. Leroy and Sis.
Janita Koehl are their parents.

Bro. Sam Zimmerman had eye
surgery at Bloomington but is home
again. Bro. Wilbur Wiegand was a
patient at Carle Hospital in Ur
bana; his wife, Sis. Ruth was also
confined to her home; both are im
proving. Bro. John Stoller spent
some time in the Pontiac Hospital
for tests. Bro. Sam Maier and Bro.
Willis Nussbaum were patients at
Fairbury Hospital; both are home
again.

Bro. Roger and Sis. Janet Far
ney's home was struck by lightning,
doing enough damage so that it
could not be repaired ... so thank
ful are we that they nor their chil
dren were hurt.

Note of thanks: My humble and
heartfelt thanks to the many loved
ones who remembered me while at
Carle Hospital and since returning
home, with your prayers, visits,
cards and gifts, also the food that
was brought to our home. It was so
much appreciated. Sis. Ruth Schlat
ter.

FT. LAUDERDALE
Henry H. Schwartz

The hospital patients from Fort
Lauderdale have returned to their
homes, after having surgery, and
are improving satisfactorily. Bro.
Ed Gerber has returned to church
the last two Sundays. Sis. Bille
Klopfenstein plans to retu r n
to church next Sunday. We surely
welcome them back. Sis. Klopfen
stein wishes to thank all her friends
and relatives for so kindly remem
bering her with prayers and cards
during her recovery.

Bro. and Sis. Don Snyder from
Rockville spent Sunday, April 23
here, while honeymooning in Flori
da.

Bro. and Sis. James Wieland
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from Bay City have moved here and
plan to make this their future
home.

Bro. Ben Maibach from Detroit
spent Sunday, May 6 with us ; we
enjoyed very much receiving Bro.
Ben's inspirational messages for
the day.

FT SAM HOUSTON
Steve Elsasser

A believer has many blessings
to behold. Included in these won
derful gifts is the blessed fellow
ship that is often ours, even when
only two or three gather together,
during their time of separation
from loved ones. Many loved ones in
the past have enjoyed this beloved
fellowship here at the church apart
ment. To many (as it is to me), it
is a place of refuge, where God's
children and friends of the truth
can gather unhindered from with
out and partake of God's rich bless
ing.

The church apartment has served
its purpose, and now comes a time
when the brothers are only a few
and it must be closed down. We are
thankful that the government has
deleted a draft call for many
months, so that many could escape
the service. However, since the
draft has again continued, it may be
that a number of brothers will
again be here. Then an apartment
would be feasible. From the 30th of
May 1972, there will be no one at
463 Eleanor St. If anyone has this
address for any of their business
transactions, they should have it
changed immediately. If anyone has
any question, they should notify
me by writing to Edelstein III.
61526.

I would personally (and in be
half of the others who have gone
on before me) like to thank all who
have supported us, not only with fi
nances, but much more for sustain
ing prayers. Our many blessings
were the result of your efforts.

We were again blessed with min
isters to speak unto us the holy,
unadulterated, word of God. We
thank Bro. John Steiner (Oakville)
and Bro. William Funk (Pulaski) for
letting themselves be so freely
spent for our sakes.

A few individuals have been as
signed permanent duty stations.
Friends Deryll Ringger (Bluffton)
went to Germany, Tim Zimmerman
(Congerville) is going to Ft. Bragg,
N. Carolina, and Roger Roeschley

(Morton) is permanently assigned
to Ft. Sam.

Those that do attend here are
Bros. Greg Stoller and Gary Ifft
(both from Forrest) from Ft. Hood
Tex., Mr. and Mrs. Mike Bender and
Nancy (Alto), Roger Roeschley,
Doug Wulf, Harold Stickling and
myself.

Any brother who might be draft
ed in the coming months, is sta
tioned here at Ft. Sam, and feels
the need for an apartment should
then contact Elder Bro. Sam An
liker (Lamont), who has the over
sight.

May the God of love be with you
all, now and forevermore.

FT. WAYNE
Mary Eisenmann - Marge Gerber
"What's Important" was written

by our daughter's third grade class
and put in a booklet by their teach
er-Her report of "What's Impor
tant": The important thing about
our church is that we learn about
God. We read the Bible. We sing
songs. We also listen to the preach
er. But, the important thing about
our church is that we learn about
God.

The testimonies of five young
friends were heard Saturday eve
ning, April 8, with Elder Bros. Sam
Aeschlimen and John Yergler of
Bluffton and Loren Stoller of Latty
here for this blessed evening. The
following day our Bluffton elders
were again with us to fulfill their
desire for baptism, and we wel
comed into the fold as children of
God and sisters in Faith, Sharla
and Jane Stoller (Verlin), Marjorie
Pfister (Levi), Lori Steffen (Luth
er), and Rose Stoller (Gene) .

We extend our sympathy to Sis
ters Caroline and Anna Gudeman in
the sudden death of their sister and
sister-in-law, Mary Gudeman of Ft.
Wayne; to Bros. Jesse and Gene
Stoller in the loss of their aged
mother, Sis. Minnie Stoller (Eure
ka Home), formerly of Latty; and
to Betty Schulz, whose cousin, Bro.
Clifton Virkler of Croghan departed
this life very unexpectedly. We
know not when nor how this life
here on earth will end for us, which

Moving? Send former address and new
address. Send zip number.

The amount suggested for the
Silver Lining, $2.00 per year.
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really does not matter-BUT what
does count is that when the Lord
comes, we will all be ready.

We were happy to have Elder
Bros. Sam Aeschliman and John
Yergler with us on April 16, and
following services blessed to par
take of Holy Communion. May we
ever appreciate the love and kind
ness of our beloved elders and their
willingness to serve us!

In a short visit with our friend,
Leon Schulz last evening, we re
joiced that he has recovered so
quickly from a "mild stroke" of 2
weeks ago, and is now able to be at
home with his family, who greatly
missed "Dad" while he was a pa
tient at Lutheran Hospital.

We experienced a blessed week
end with the Mansfield Choir as our
guests, and realize ever anew the
treasure we find in our Christian
walk of life and the love and fellow
ship found therein.

FRANCESVILLE
Mrs. Herman (Chris) Wuethrich

Mrs. Otto Wuethrich
This is Mother's Day month, but

dare we call it Grandmother's also.
... will tell you that our dear

Sis. Julia Boehning, who is like a
grandmother to all our younger
Sunday School children, as she
nearly always comes to church ear
ly, so she can fix the lunch trays
for the little children. She knows
the kind of rolls they like, and picks
those for them. But now she is ab
sent (had to have surgery), which
makes us all feel sad.

Sis. Barbara Wuethrich's son,
Bro. Richard was hospitalized fol
lowing a mishap with ammonia
fumes, but all are so thankful for
him and his family, that he has re
covered real well.

We have two happy Grandmas
one is Sis. Velda Overmyer, whose
son Richard gave her their first
granddaughter, naming her Gretch
en. Sis. Viola Von Tobe! is now
Grandma the first time, as their
daughter, Virginia, and Richard
Masten have a baby son, Benjamin.
Sis. Sara Anliker is a happy Great
Grandma, Bro. Mick and Sis. Col
leen Culp have a second son named
Eric.

Grandma Katie Gutwein has an
other granddaughter, Ellen, who is
now the wife of Harvey Bob Gut
wein. Sis. Mary (Carl) Gutwein is
grandmother again, as Gregory
Westfall, the son of our minister,
Karl, married Tanna Turner.

We can really say we had "April
Showers" of so many loving elders
and ministers, and in naming them
all may miss some, so all can say
that words are not sufficient to tell GRIDLEY, ILL.
the joy our hearts received from Ruth Gramm
them all,the old and the young. The We have had the privilege the
last day ofthe month was untold past two Sundays of having our
blessings, sharing the Communion high school Bible classes from Mor-
Services. ton, Tremont. Princeville. Peoria

A1l's well that endswell. Roanoke, Bradford, Congerviii'
-Goodfield, Fairbury, Forrest,

GIRARD ~Cissna, Eureka and Nonnal present
Kathryn Emch us programs in song. We felt a real

We visited with Sis. Anna Hafely love forourdearyoung people who
at the nursing home recently. Af- used their voicestopraiseGadin
ter the Bible was read she said, "I song.
knew just what was going to be Om visiting ministers were Bro.
read. The first thing I do every Sam Aeschliman and Bro. John
morning after breakfast is read my Aupperle.
Bible. Sometimes I read 7 or 8 chap- Bro. Ezra Stoller is in the hos
ters before I quit." I had to think: pita! for tests. He anticipates possi
What a blessing to have the word ble surgery.
as our companion. We are never Our Vacation Bible School will
alone as long as we have Jesus start June 5.
Christ as our Friend. "Go often to
the house of your friend, for weeds
choke up the unused path." Sis. An
na is keeping this path open.

We were blessed with the pres
ence of Bro. Ben Hartzler from Ritt
man and Bro. Eugene Pamer from
Akron to bring God's word to us.

Beth Ann Jardine, 14-year-old
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John W.
Jardine, 1963 Mitten St., Dover
Del. 19901, underwent surgery for
curvature of her spine on April 10.
Beth Ann will be in a body cast for
6 months and a smaller cast for 4
months. She is the granddaughter
of Bro. Jess and Sis. Marie Emch.

GOODFIELD
Elna Grimm

Vicki Heinold, daughter of Bro.
and Sis. Howard Heinold, and Judy
Zobrist. daughter of Bro. and Sis.
Howard and Phyllis were baptized
and added to the fold on Sunday.
April 23. They gave their testimon
ies on Sat. evening, April 22.

Our visiting ministers have been
Bros. Gene Bertschi and Ben Fehr
from Roanoke and Bro. Charles
Hemmer from Peoria.

Sis. Nettie Knapp, wife of Bro.
Kores has been transferred to the
Eureka A.C. Home, where she is
now a resident.

Bro. Harold Plattner was admit
ted to the Methodist Hosuital on
May 4 for knee surgery, and will be
laid up for several weeks.

Our friend, Glenn Bauman. son
of Bro. and Sis. Elmer and Mildred
of R.R. Congerville, is being mar-

ried to Becki Wagenbach, daughter
of Bro. and Sis. Simon of Tremont,
on May 28.

GRIDLEY, KANSAS
Edna Somerhalder-Wilma Young

Another school year is coming to
a close. High school graduates are:
Raymond Beyer, son of Bro. Ivan
and Sis. Ada; Leland Kraft, son of
Glenn and Faye; Sis. Donna Lu
Somerhalder, daughter of Bro.
Joseph and Sis. Edna; Sis. Vola
Young, daughter of Sis. Wilma and
Junior. At present Raymond and
Leland are helping on the farm, per
haps will attend school later. Don
na Lu and Vola are employed at
Newman's Hospital for the summer,
plan to attend Nurse's Training in
the fall. Eighth grade graduates
are: Mary Jane Kraft, daughter of
Bro. Lloyd and Sis. Nadine; Dee
Ann Kraft, daughter of John and
Jean.

Mathias (Bud) Strahm, son of
Sis. Lena, and Mrs. Dorothy Mc
Neal were united in marriage, April
26. After a brief honeymoon, they
will live in Chicago, where (Bud)
is employed. Dorothy's three chil
dren of a former marriage will live
with them, namely Jeannine, Brett
and Michelle... hope they visit us
often.

Our World Relief meetings are
discontinued until fall.

Hospital patients are: Carol
Kraft, wife of Sammie ( spent two
davs for tests), Helen Bahr. wife of
Sylvan, six days after major sur
gery. Happy to report, both are
attending church again.

Driving through the country is
so rewarding, especially in the
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spring ; green pastures with various
breeds of cattle grazing, alfalfa
fields soon ready to cut, corn is up,
the trees and flowers are beautiful.
We do sympathize with a neighbor
ing town, who experienced baseball
size hail that lasted about fifteen
minutes, did considerable damage
to homes, cars and crops. . . How
thankful we are to have escaped.

ILLINOIS STATE UNIVERSITY
Sandy Pfaffman

April showers, showers of bless-
ings. As we sit down a · bac
ovexi fonths, were'u
{e how fast time flies by, and how

richly the Lord has blessed us. We
must daily remember to thank Him
and ask for His guidance all along
life's pathway. On the path we trod
there may seem to be many days
in which we don't feel as though the
Lord has blessed us or even remem
bers that we are here, but when we
stop to take a look at our day, we
have to admit that there is a lot
to be thankful for. It is truly a
blessing to realize we have one
another to fellowship with and to
share our love with. We have been
blessed with having Bro. Dave Wie
gand (Champaign), Bro. Uriel
Gehring (Burlington, Iowa), Bro.
Bob Mever (Bluffton), and Bro. Al
Langhofer (Wichita). We want to
thank the Prairie Choristers and
the Gridlev Choir for sharing with
us songs of praise.

The grass is turning green and
the trees are finally budding forth
unto a new season. Hopefully there
will be many more souls that will
bud forth to a new season of their
lives, before the day of grace is no
longer here.

INDIANAPOLIS
Tom and Carolyn Frank

We appreciated the visits of the
following brothers: Merrill Lau
kauff, Latty; Marvin Steiglitz, Leo;
Uriel Gehring, Burlington; Carl
Kipfer, Bluffton ; Earl Kil~us, Rem
ington; Theo. Beer, Milford; Ed
Hohulin, Goodfield; Elmer Witzig,
Gridley ; Elmer Bucher, Frances
ville.

With the building site for a new
church now being a reality, the
brethren at Indianapolis are pro
ceeding in the first planning stages
for a new edifice. We thank those
who have supported this goal and
have given us added hope and en
couragement for a new church
building.
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We extend our appreciation to El
der Bro. Theo. Beer for the reading
of the memorandum on Sunday, Ap
ril 16.

IOWA CITY
Patty Stoller - Beverly Mogler
Bro. Noah Schrock brought God's

word to our small group here on
Easter. As wu"iaaFa hie blessed
story of Christ's suffering, we were
reminde at He not only suffered
in th flesh, but He also felt an-

• of soul, being separated from
od. May we never forget the price

Christ paid at Calvary.
At our Thursday evening meet

ing, Bro. Harvey Heiniger read and
meditated upon Romans 5,". . . but
we glory in tribulations also: know
ing that tribulation worketh pa
tience ; and patience, experience;
and experience, hope". Every ex
perience is necessary, and it is
through our trials and tribulations
that we grow in the spirit.

JUNCTION
Betty Manz - Henrietta Manz
"For, lo, the winter is past, the

rain is over and gone; The flowers
appear on the earth; the time of
the singing of birds is come, and the
voice of the turtle is heard in our
land". These words were read by
Bro. Henry Beer of Milford; it
seems fitting to begin our news
with them. Also with us was Bro.
Henry Dotterer of Rittman.

We were privileged again to par
take of Holy Communion. Elder
Bro. Loren Stoller of Latty was as
sisted in this work by Elder Bros.
Sam Aeschliman, Bluffton, and Le
roy Huber, Eureka. We were re
minded that spiritual food, like na
tural food, is best for us when it
is used as it comes to us, nothing
added to it or nothing taken away
from it. Following the Lord's Sup
per, a brother was chosen to help
serve in the ministry. (We were
thankful to have Bro. George Sinn
of Latty help also in this work.)
Our young Bro. Sam Schlatter, son
of Sis. Esther, was chosen for the
ministry. Bro. Sam's father was our
dear ministering Bro. Ben, who was
taken from us so suddenly nearly 3
years ago. Now he is following in
his father's footsteps.

Sis. Martha Laukhuf, who has
been unable to attend church for
sometime joined us for Holy Com
munion, for which we rejoiced. That
same evening our cups overflowed
again, for we had another joyous

service with visiting ministers,
Bros. Jim Ramseyer, Bay City;
Merrill Laukhuf and Elder Bro.
Loren Stoller of Latty.

Bro. David Manz has been chosen
to fill the unexpired term of Bro.
Sam's Sunday School class and
Bro. Don Manz will be superintend
ent. Bro. Ken Manz, son of Bro.
Eli and Sis. Evelyn, will be home
for the summer from college.

Sis. Mary Sauder of Mansfield,
who has been very ill is spending
a couple weeks with her daughter
here, Sis. Evelyn and Bro. Eli Manz.
She is improving.

Sisters Hulda, Anna and Frieda
Manz have moved to their new
home. New address is Route 1,
Paulding, Ohio.

KANSAS STATE UNIVERSITY
Libby Meyer

Visiting ministers for this final
month of services were Bros. Joe
Aberle, Gene Marti, Sam Huber
from Sabetha and Bro. Alfie
Strahm from Bern. Certainly we
feel that God has blessed our meet
ings. We received the teachings as
recorded in John I, II, and Luke
4. The apostle John has written a
lot about love and instructs us on
how we can live close to God by do
ing His will. In chapter 4, Luke, we
read about Jesus's temptations and
how He overcame them. One teach
ing this story imparts is that the
Lord not only taught the word but
carried it out by His actions as well.
Bro. Alfie reminded us that we, too,
must be doers of the word and not
just hearers.

LA CROSSE
Pearl Nuest - Gwen Bucher
April 9 we received many bless

ings from God's word expounded to
us by Elder Bro. Noah Shrock
(Oakville) . . . trust his message
was not in vain, but that the word
fell on good soil.

Happy to report ... the engage
ment of Sis. Diane Bucher and Bro.
Andy Moser, daughter of minister
ing Bro. Merle and Sis. Leona and
son of Bro. Roger and Sis. Mary.

Many put forth an effort to help
with the annual cleaning of our
church.

LAMAR
Mrs. Arthur Banwart
Mrs. Charles Marti

It was surely a blessing to our
congregation when we were privi
leged to have Bro. Pete Fankhouser
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assemble with us and lead in pray
er two Sundays in April. He made
mention how he missed seeing so
many faces he used to enjoy fel
lowshipping with, as ofttimes in
the past he would minister unto us,
bringing God's word in all its truth
and purity. Our thoughts were led
back to precious memories of many
loved ones, whom we hope and pray
some day to meet again on that
heavenly shore. We were sorry Bro.
Pete's visit was shortened, when
he had the misfortune of a fall at
the home of his grandson, and was
transferred to an Emporia, Kansas,
hospital. Sis. Edna Frieden, daugh
ter of Bro. Pete, has had word that
he is doing fine and expected to be
dismissed to go home soon.

Sis. Lizzie Remm spent a couple
of days in the hospital when she
required I.V.'s. She has gained
strength again, and is able to sit in
a chair some each afternoon.

Jerry Braker, 12-year-old son of
Bro. Raymond and Sis. LuEtta, is
recovering from a broken collar
bone, occurring in a mini-bike ac
cident. He was able to attend Sun
day School Sunday.
We missed having the Bakers

from Bentonville, Arkansas, assem
ble with us for a time. This past
Sunday Sam and Sis. Betty were
with us, but Sam's mother was un
able to come with them. Mrs. Baker
has been ill for a few weeks.
There are two high school gradu

ates from our midst this spring.
Bro. William Stefan, son of Bro.
William and Sis. Hilda, a n d Ted
Frieden, son of Bro. Virgil and Sis.
Bernice.

LAMONT
Betty Wernli

"I give my heart alone to Thee;
Use it for Thy design! This vain
world's I would never be, Dear Lord,
but wholly Thine." This was our
dear convert's testimony, as Max
Burnham became our brother-in
faith. May we all again have re
newed ourselves to be wholly the
Lord's, as we heard his testimony
and witnessed his baptism.

And as the waters are stirred,
our dear friends, Martin and Mary
Jane Emch are seeking the Lord
in true repentance. Oh may your
heed the call today, dear friends,
that the Lord not pass you by. In
deed, our cup runneth over with
joy, as we feel the Lord's work in
our midst. Even then there are
those in our midst who must suffer

in the body and feel that even in
joy must be some sorrow.

Bro. Pete Fankhouser s pen t
several days in the hospital as the
result of a fall, but is out again
and improving.

Sis. Kathleen Gallatin, her hus
band, Joe and two daughters have
departed from our midst to go to
Wichita, where they have purchased
a motel.

was sincerely brought to our atten
tion.

Thank-You Note: The family of
Sis. Minnie Stoller wishes to thank
all who helped in any way during
the death of their loved one.

LESTER
Alice Metzger - Paulette Meyer
In this graduation month, we

give special thought to our young
people, who are our joy and hope.

LATTY• May they ask for God's will and
Connie Stoller - LeAnn Laukhuf direction as they seek to find their
We are happy to report that a place in the world. High school gra

daughter, Pamela Rose, was bornuates are Terry Knobloch (Bro.
to Bro. Millard and Sis. Irma Stol- August and Sis. Florence), Gayle
er on April i3. fo welcome her Knobloch (Bro. Martin Ad,SIS
home are three sisters and one Zelma), Dan Knobloch (Sis. Iola),
brother. Lamar and Shirley Stol- Jeff Gerber (Bro. John _and Sis;
ler are also the happy parents of a Donne), Joyce Mogler (Bro. Phil
daughter, Angela Anette, born on and Sis. Lydia), Pam Leuthold
Apru 14. One sister welcomes Ange- (Bro. Alvin and Sis. Estelle), Shir-
la home. ley DeHaan (John and Sis. Ione),

On April 9, the engagement of Colleen Wulf (Bro. Jake_and Sis.
Sis. Carol Laukhuf to Bro. Ron Alice), Mary Leuthold_(Bro. Art
Koehl of the Forrest congregation And Sis. Emile), Donna Feucht (Er
was announced. Carol is the daugh- nie and Sis. Martha), Dean Roeman
ter of Bro. Kenneth and Sis. Marge, (Eddie and Amelia), Beth Metzger
and Ron is the son of Bro. Leroy (Bro. Freddie and Sis. Esty), Patsy
and Sis. Janita. Metzger (Bro, Roy and Sis. Eve-
The world Relief Sewing has lyn), [aryey Metzger_(Bro. Ernst

been completed for this year, and Sis. Ella), and Sis. _Narjean
Thanks is expressed for all the Metzger (Bro. Jake and Sis. Don
help and cooperation extended dur- na). We are happy to have Sis. Kay
ing the weeks of work. Lynn Knobloch in our midst again,

• + r.-tr as she has completed her internshipBro. Louis and Sig, Mildred Sto] in a Des Moines hospital and ii
ler, their daughter Dixie, and their employed at the Sioux Center Hos
niece Darlene were able to go to Ha- pital as a technician.
waii to meet with their son, Mark, <:. 1:.who was on his R and R from Viet Sis. Lydia Knobloch was released,
Nam. We'll be happy when Mark {fter several weeks of hospitaliza
will be able to come home and as- tionfollowing a stroke. She is im-
semble with us. proving after some paralysis. Short-

. . ly after her return home, her hus-
Sis. Minnie Stoller, who was 88 Eand, Bro. Jake, was hospitalized,

years old, passed avay_on April 18 and after receiving treatment is
in the Apostolic Christian Home, home again. Sis. Elizabeth Nester
Eureka. She was a resident there was hospitalized a few days and is
about fouryears. Funeral servie® home again. We are thankful there"e held in Latty April 28, with were no serious injuries when Orvie
Ministering Bros. Loren Stoller and and Lauretta Knobloch were in
Merle Laukhuf officiating. She was volved in a car accident.
precededin death by her husband, We are thankful for the safe
Bro. Daniel, and three sons, Arthup, return of Gary Feucht, son of Er
Harvey and Clyde. Surviving her is nie and Sis. Martha after serving
ope daughter, Aldine Leman, and 4 years in the Navy.
six_ so1S, Jesse, }avid, Eugene, Chuck and Vicki (Stoller) Leuth
Louis, Glenn, and Victor; three sis- old are the parents of a baby boy,
ters and three brothers. Bradley Charles. He has one broth-

Hospital patients are John Metz- er, and the grandparents are Bro.
ger and Sis. Naomi Metzger. Art and Sis. Emilie Leuthold, and

We very much appreciated the Bro. Nathan and Sis. Martha Stoller
visit of Ministering Bro. Jim Ram- of the Bradford congregation.
seyer from the Bay City congrega-
tion on April 30. The importance of Moving? Send former address and
being ready for the Lord's coming new address. Send zip number.
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MANSFIELD
Aaron A. Sauder

On Saturday evening, May 6, we
heard the testimonies of Larry En
derle and James Zimmer Jr., telling
of their surrender to our Lord; El
der Bros. Rudy Graf and Noah Bau
man were with us for this joyful
week-end, with baptismal services
being held Sunday afternoon. Our
new Bro. Larry is the husband of
Sis. Darlene Ramsier Enderle and
the son of Henry and Sis. Martha
Sabo Enderle; Bro. Jim's parents
are Bro. Jim Sr., and Sis. Clara Sabo
Zimmer.
ERG453-+a 4A,vg, ch

hove ba~one parents roYEkesecond
time, with the birth of a daughter,
Valerie Suzanne, born April 19; lit
tle Michelle also welcomed the ar
rival of her baby sister. Sis. Louise
Steffen Sabo (Henry) and Mae
Zimmer (Clarence) are the paternal
great-grandmothers.

Sis. Mary Fuhrer Sauder (Wm.)
was hospitalized, but has been re
leased to go to the home of her
daughter, Sis. Evelyn Manz (Eli) in
Paulding, to recuperate. Sis. Kath
erine Wahl Fuhrer (John) fell and
suffered a fracture, which required
surgery; she is reported to be pro
gressing satisfactorily. Shelli Banks
daughter of Bro. Dick and Sis. Ma
bel) was also a hospital patient.

We extend our sincere love and
sympathy to Sis. Elizabeth Reiter
and to Martha and Tom Graszl and
their families in the death of their
loved one, Mary Reiter Lamberton,
following many months' of pain
and suffering. Mary was the moth
er of Marty and the daughter of
Sis. Reiter.

MILFORD
Marguerite Hoerr

We're so happy Bro. Lou Rassi
has been able to return home from
the hospital, following his auto ac
cident. He asks that we convey the
following message: "I wish to
thank each one for remembering
me with prayers, cards and visits
during my stay in the hospital and
since I am home. All are greatly ap
preciated and will never be forgot
ten." Louis B. Rassi.

Jim and Debbie Beer have wel
comed their first child, a son, on
April 25. He has been named Jared
Andrew. Bro. Don and Sis. Ruth
Beer are the paternal grandparents.
We offer our congratulations.

Sis. Tammy Sheets had major
surgery. We're glad to report she
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is making a very satisfactory re
covery and has been able to return
home to complete her convalescence.

Each time we report an illness or
accident with a happy ending we
are so grateful, because as any of
our congregation are taken from us,
even for a short time, we feel their
absence very keenly and feel so re
warded when we know they can be
back with us.

Crops are being planted rather
late this year due to excessive
spring rains, but at last all fields
see to be under cultivation.

MINNEAPOLIS
Alma and Gus Baum

Pondering over how to begin the
news, the words of a brother who
visited in our home are remember
ed; as he sat gazing out over the
lake, enjoying its solitude and beau
ty, quoting the words of the up
lifting hymn.

Come my Friend and take me
sunder,

From all tumult make me free;
Let me sit as Mary yonder

In true solitude with Thee....

Bros. LeRoy Messner, Winthrop,
and Floyd Schmidgal, Morris, were
our April visiting ministers. We
thank them, and pray that God ever
bless and encourage the efforts of
those He chooses to proclaim His
holy word.

Sis. Sophie Sickaparija surprised
us when she managed to assemble
with us on Easter. Her warm smile
is evidence of the love she holds
dear in her heart. We are sorry to
learn she has since then been com
pelled to return to the hospital.

The children of the Esterlings,
Josie and Don, gave a reception in
honor of their parents 25th Anni
versary, held in the Meri-Manor Ca
fe, the restaurant operated by Bro.
and Sis. Noah and Laura Miller.

Our winter tundra land is almost
frost free again, the last snow dis
appeared this week, May 3; how
ever, a good deal of ice remains on
the lake. The garden is a busy place,
and we look forward to again ob
serve and enjoy the miracle of a
seed.

MORRIS
Ann Meiss - Esther Schaefer
We were inspired by the mess

ages brought to us by Bro. LeRoy
Messner of Winthrop on April 9.
We are happy to have Alvin Nohl

Jr. and family, who moved here
from Peoria recently, assembling
with us.

Our hospital patients were Ruby
Luthi and Jimmy Domnick, son of
Bro. Gary and Sis. Velma.

Bro. Lloyd and Sis. Joyce Nohl
are the parents of a son, Lloyd Hen
ry, born on April 19.

We extend our sympathy to Bro.
Alphai and Sis. Pearl Moser and
family for the loss of her father, Ed
Trost.

Sis. Pauline Tohm is now being
cared for at the Vila Rest Home in
Morris. Bro. John Schaefer is re
covering nicely from his heart sur
gery.

A Thank you: We want to thank
everyone for the prayers, cards, and
gifts. This chain of prayers, love
and concern of those of our precious
faith is truly a wonderful blessing.
Bro. John and Sis. Esther Schaefer,
Bro. Steve and Sis. Pam Schaefer.

Thank You: Bro. Alphai and Sis.
Pearl Moser wish to thank all the
dear ones for their prayers and
deeds of love and kindness during
this time.

MORTON
Mrs. John Oberlander
Mrs. Kenneth Getz

Our congregation enjoyed the
blessings of communion April 16.
Bros. Dan Koch and Edwin Hohulin
participated in the breaking of the
bread and drinking of the wine. We
appreciate the love extended to us
and the giving of their time. Other
visiting ministers were: Bros. Wal
ter Anliker, Joshua Broquard, Le
Roy Huber and Albert Aberle.

Those sick or convalescing are:
Sisters Shirley Wuthrich Grimm,
Betty Moser, Jane Ebach Martin
and Rose Musselman; Pam Wuth
rich, daughter of Bro. James and
Sis. Eunice Wiegand Wuthrich; Vic
ki Greene, daughter of Richard and
Sis. Phyllis Stoller Greene; Nancy
and John Hauter, children of Bro.
Edward and Sis. Shirley Witzig
Hauter; Wendy and Jennifer Bel
sley, daughters of Bro. Louis and
Sis. Vilas Birkey Belsley ; and Rudy
Kilgus.

Bro. Howard and Sis. Delores
Beyer Rapp announce the engag
ment of their daughter, Nancy, to
Dave Shelbourne of Gary, Indiana.
Sis. Carol Wuthrich and Bro. Don

ald Schmidgall were united in mar
riage April 9.

Joseph Rapp, 77, passed away
April 8. He is survived by his wife,



Sarah ; a daughter, Mrs. Louis
(Marilyn) Stokes; and a brother,
Albert Rapp.

Sis. Lena Rapp Ackerman, 88,
passed away April 14 at her home.
She is survived by four sisters, Sis
ters Lydia Pflederer, Katherine
Pflederer, Amma and Salome Rapp;
and three brothers, Bro. Sam, Dan
iel and Andrew Rapp.

Sis. Kathryn Waldbeser Stieglitz,
76, died April 21 at the Methodist
Hospital in Peoria. She is survived
by her husband, Henry; four daugh
ters, Sis. Verla (Mrs. Rouland) Le
man, Ella Marie (Mrs. William)
Bartelmay, Ila Jean (Mrs. Harold)
Kaiser, and Eunice (Mrs. Millard)
Hufford; one son, Bro. Glenn; and
one brother, Edward Waldbeser.

Sis. Elizabeth Huette, 77, passed
away April 25 at Restmor. She is
survived by three sisters, Sisters
Mary, Lillian (Mrs. Joe) Waldbeser
and Dorothy (Mrs. John) Martin;
and three brothers, Bros. Carl, Fred
and John.

Sis. Mabel (Mrs. Robert) Helsley
wishes to express her thanks for
all the prayers, kind deeds, cards
and gifts extended to her and her
family during her illness and hos
pitalization.

Note of Thanks: I wish to express
my sincere thanks to friends and
neighbors for the many kinds of
expressions of sympathy, cards,
gifts and prayers in my long illness
and confinement of four months at
home, and now, in the death of my
only sister, Olga ... followed fifteen
days later by the death of my
youngest brother, Ernest. Bro.
Gottlieb Hari.

NEW MARTINSVILLE
Mrs. Gus Weltz

Miss Della Witschey
The annual all-day service at the

country church will be held on Sun
day, June 25. There will be several
visiting ministers, and all friends
of the church and community are
invited to attend. The regular
hymn-sing will be held at eleven
o'clock; lunch will be served begin
ning at 11:30.

Mr. and Mrs. Wilmer Lord of Gi
rard spent Sunday, April 30 here
with the Barth families.

Alvin C. Renner, 75, passed
away on May 1, after a short ill
ness. He was preceded in death by
his first wife, Elizabeth Durig Ren
ner in 1957, and his second wife,
Edna Berger Renner in 1969. He
leaves one step-daughter, Mrs. Pa-
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tricia Berger Marshall; two step
grandsons ; one sister and one
brother. Services were held on May
3, and interment was in Northview
Cemetery.

Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Durig,
Mrs. Sidney Smith spent the week
end of April 30 with Mr. and Mrs.
B. F. Thomas in Niles, Ohio. Mrs.
Elizabeth McGuier of Washington,
Pa., was a guest of her aunt, Miss
Della Witschey.

Miss Della Witschey, Miss Mar
garet Witschey, Mr. and Mrs. Clar
ence Durig attended the funeral of
Mrs. Elizabeth Gray on May 2. She
was a niece of Miss Della Witschey.

Roy Riggenbach of Limestone
Ridge is not too well.

Mr. and Mrs. B. F. Thomas of
Niles, 0., attended the funeral of
Mr. Alvin Renner on May 3.

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Berger, Mr.
and Mrs. Edward Berger, Mr. and
Mrs. C. O. Wade, Mrs. Elza Ritz and
Mrs. Gus Weltz attended services
at the Monroe Church on April 23.

OAKVILLE
Martha Steiner

Announcement was made of
the engagement of Bro. Andy Mos
er (son of Bro. Roger and Sis. Mary
Miller Moser) to Sis. Diane Bucher
(daughter of Bro. and Sis. Merle
Bucher) of LaCrosse.

Bro. Edward Lanz Sr. was laid to
rest at the age of eighty years.
He was born in 1891 at Ellington,
Conn., the son of John and Anna
Kammerer Lanz. He married Anna
Bahler at Manchester, Conn., in
1929, and thye were baptized to
gether in the Lord in 1936. Bro. Ed
lived in Oakville for over fifty years
of his life.

Besides his dear wife, Sis. Anna,
he is survived by two sons, Minis
tering Bro. Edward Jr. and Bro.
Robert, both of Oakville; three
brothers, John, Albert, and Henry,
all of Ellington; a sister, Sis. Hattie
(Bro. Noah) Scrock of Oakville. We
will greatly miss Bro. Ed.

Sis. Gail Eisenmann and Bro.
Dennis Massner were united in mar
riage on April 23 by Bro. Noah
Schrock. We enjoyed hearing Bro.
Vernon Schwab of Wolcott, who
was here for the occasion.

Sis. Julia Ellenson wishes to
thank everyone for their thought
fulness & many kindnesses shown to
her during her recent bereavement
and illness. We are happy to report
that she is again at home and able
to attend church.
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"Our sincerest thanks to all our
dear friends and relatives who so
kindly remembered us in their
prayers and with all the wonderful
gifts, cards, flowers, food, and mon
ey in memory of our loved one who
has gone to his eternal rest." The
family of Edward Lanz Sr.

PEORIA
Emily Tanner

Mrs. Michael Weyenetl
Bro. Michael and Sis. Carol Riek

er have a darling little daughter,
Amy Elizabeth, born April 10. Ma
ternal grandparents are Herb and
Sis. Christianne Erkert, and pater
nal grandparents are Fred and Sis.
Norma Rieker.

We are so thankful and happy to
have seven more dear sisters-in
faith, who were all baptized the
same Sunday: Joanne Hemmer,
daughter of Bro. Chuck and Sis.
Marian Hemmer ; Mary Sue Rieker,
daughter of Fred and Sis. Norma
Rieker; Ann Louise See, daughter
of Bill and Erma See (these three
brought their testimonies before
our congregation on Wed. evening,
and the following four were proved
on Saturday night: Myrna Herman,
daughter of Bro. Joe and Sis. Lu
cille Herman: Susan Hoerr, daugh
ter of Bro. Wilbur and Sis. Eldora
Hoerr; Susan Hoerr, daughter of
Bro. Joe and Sis. Wilma Hoerr; and
Christine Hunziker, daughter of
Bro. Dale and Sis. Barbara Hunzi
ker. Bro. Eugene Bertschi assisted
our Bros. Roy Sauder and Chuck
Hemmer. It is really wonderful to
have new life in our congregation.

Bro. Jesse Shrock was a guest
minister.

Mary Margaret Baer, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Roy Baer, became the
bride of Harold Montgomery Doty,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Harold W. Doty
of East Peoria, on April 8.

Rose Martha Schlatter has ac
cepted a job offer in California and
will be at home at 650 Dartmouth,
San Carlos California 94070, after
May 12. We will certainly miss Mar
ty in our assembly. She said this
was one of the hardest parts of
making this move, the fact that she
will be so far away from our
churches. Perhaps some of you
know of someone affliliated with
our faith living in the San Francis
co area. I'm sure Marty would be
happy if they would contact her.

It is nice to see Bro. Will and Sis.
Mayme Erkert back home in our
assembly again.
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Bro. David A. Hoerr, 75, died Ap
ril 11 in Methodist Hospital. Bro.
Dave founded the D. A. Hoerr and
Sons Nursery and Landscaping 47
years ago. He last worked there in
Dec. 1971. Born in Fairbury, a son
of John C. and Marie Rapp Hoerr
Sr., he married Rose Yoder Dec. 23,
1918 in Muscatine, Iowa. She died
May 12, 1969. He then married Sis.
Barbara Pfister Jan. 7, 1970. Sur
viving are his widow and six sons:
David, Ralph "Rudy", Bros. Carl,
James and John Hoerr, all of Peor
ia, George of Lucerne, Mo. ; and
four daughters, Mrs. Reuben (Sis.
Marie) Huber of Fairbury, Mrs. Ar
thur (Mildred) Moser and Mrs. Ste
phen (Eloise) Meister, both of Pe
oria, and Miss Florence Hoerr of
Manaus, Amazonas, Brazil. Also
surviving are four brothers, Bro.
John C. of Milford, Peter W., Alfred
A. and Edward C. Hoerr, of Peoria;
one sister, Mrs. Vernon (Sis. Marie)
Schumacher of Morton. He was pre
ceded in death by one son and one
daughter. We will certainly miss
Bro. Dave; he was loved by all.

Lawrence Merkle, 56, died April
20 in Proctor Hospital, where he
had been a patient since March 10.
Born in Cissna Park, a son of John
and Julia Scholz Merkle, he is sur
vived by two sons and one daugh
ter; one sister, Mrs. John (Sis. Mar
garet) Tanner of Speer, and two
brothers, Bro. Walter and Alton of
the Peoria area. A brother preceded
him in death. Funeral services were
held at Wilton Mortuary by Bro.
Chuck Hemmer.

Mrs. Frank (Sis. Martha) Lam
bert, 69, died April 22 in Methodist
Hospital. She was born in Morton, a
daughter of Ben and Anna New
komm Yentes and was married Nov.
17, 1929 in Morton. Surviving are a
daughter, Mrs. Paul (Virginia) Bo
dine of Charleston; four brothers,
Peter of Morton, Oscar of Sibley,
Joe of Milwaukee, Wis., and Benja
min Yentes of Decatur; and two
sisters, Sisters Anna and Hilda
Yentes, both of Morton. Her hus
band died June 5, 1971. Two broth
ers preceded her in death. We will
certainly miss Sis. Martha's cheer
ful and gracious manner, but we
realized she also missed her beloved
husband and now they, too, are at
rest in the Lord, together.

"In God is my salvation and my
glory : the rock of my strength, and
my refuge, is in God. Trust in him
at all times; ye people, pour out
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your heart before him: God is a ref
uge for us. Selah."

Bro. Fritz Pfaffmann, Adolph
Roecker Sr., and Sis. Marie Belsley
are hospital patients. Sis. Naomi
Haefli was a patient in the hospital,
but is home now recuperating. She
wishes to express her thanks for
all the prayers, cards and well-wish
es while in the hospital.
Note of thanks: We wish to ex

press our heartfelt thanks and ap
preciation to everyone for the love,
prayers, cards, flowers and gifts
during the illness and death of our
beloved mother. The Bertha Peters
Family.

Peoria readers, please note: The
collection boxes in the foyer at
church will be designated to receive
subscription dues for the Silver Lin
ing the first Sunday in July. The
date will be 7-2-72. Suggested
amount per year is $2.00. This will
be the first of annual collections for
this purpose in our congregation.

PHOENIX
Mrs. Allan Freed

The congregationwas privileged
to hear the testimony of Alana
Schrenk of Tucson on Saturday eve
ning, the 8th, and she was granted
her wish to be baptized the follow
ing day. It was a truly blessed week
end. Ministering Bro. Noah Herman
was with us.

Bro. Richard and Sis. Marie
Beery were called to Rittman by the
death of Sis. Marie's father. Our
sympathy is extended to the family.

Lori Wirtz was involved in a car
accident a couple of weeks ago. She
received some cuts on her forehead,
but was fortunate to have escaped
serious injury.

Bro. Harry Roths have moved
from their apartment into a home.
The new address is 1302 W. Oregon,
Phoenix 85013.

On Sunday, April 16 we were
pleasantly surprised by the visits of
Ministering Bros. Noah Miller of
Minneapolis and Elmer Hartter of
Milford. They were also with us for
evening services. Bro. Roy Lugin
buhl from Rockville visited the last
Sunday of the month.

Ron Getz, son of Sis. Eliza, was
married to Jean McNally on April
30. We extend a wish for much hap
piness as they begin their life to
gether.

Sis. Eliza Getz, who had been liv
ing here for several months, has re
turned to her home in Remington.
We will miss her and hope if it's

the Lord's will that she can come
again.

A Sunday School picnic was held
in Monfort Park on the 23rd, with
the whole congregation invited to
take part. After the meal, we enjoy
ed the blessings of song worship in
the park building.

It was announced to the congre
gation that Sally Wullschleger and
Don and Kathy Emch have found
the peace which passeth under
standing, and we are looking for
ward to hearing their testimonies
on May 14.

Bro. Jim Gramm, who recently
graduated from DeVry's, has found
employment in Tucson, and he and
Kathy will be moving there the
first week in May. We are sorry
to have them leave us, but since
Tucson is just a two-hour drive
from Phoenix, we hope to see them
often.

PORTLAND
Carol Miller

"Except the LORD build the
house, they labour in vain that
build it..." The Lord has certainly
been in our midst and blessed us
richly. For this we should be for
ever grateful. Without His blessing
we are nothing.
Each Monday evening, Bro. Garth

and Sis. Connie Steffen have a
group of Sunday School children
into their home for a session of arts
and crafts. Garth has an interest in
agates and other stones and occu
pies the boys in his shop behind the
house, which was built a few years
ago for this purpose. Connie spends
her evening with the girls, teaching
them how to do such things as knit,
crochet, sew and make various crea
tive projects. Sometimes, special
outings are planned such as Christ
mas Caroling, making and distribut
ing May baskets to nursing homes,
hiking in the beautiful nearby
mountains and forests, visiting the
coast, and rock hunting for the
boys. The children eagerly look
forward to these craft sessions and
activities. They also receive spiri
tual guidance, as each evening
Garth reads a story and has a
prayer with the group. We would
surely appreciate your prayers that
the Lord will continue to bless the
endeavors of these dear ones. Their
love for the children and for their
Saviour is manifested in their wil
lingness to give of their time and
effort.

For the benefit of summer visi-



tors, which we heartily welcome,
our church address is 7447 SE Hol
gate Blvd, Portland. Wednesday
night services begin at 7:30 P.M.
If you would like to contact someone
concerning when you will arrive,
etc., Bro. Robert Miller's phone
number is 771-7834. We always en
joy the opportunity to fellowship
with visiting brothers and sisters.

PRINCEVILLE, ILLINOIS
Ruth Ricketts

"He hath made every thing beau
tiful in his time ..." At this time
everything truly is beautiful. The
grass is especially pretty, the trees
beginning to leaf out, and a number
of shrubs and trees are blooming.
After many refreshing showers, the
warm sun has truly awakened all
living things. Farmers are busy
planting corn, and each day we can
watch the progress our gardens are
making.

Our congregation was shocked
and saddened to learn that Bro. Roy
Rumbold had been found dead in a
lake a few miles from his home Ap
ril 6. Funeral services were con
ducted by Bro. Joe Stoller and other
local ministers, Sunday, April 9,
with many relatives and friends in
attendance, sharing the sorrow of
the bereaved family. Roy was born
in Morton May 19, 1917, a son of
Paul and Elizabeth Kieser Rumbold.
He married Pearl Grimm in 1936,
and they spent many years farming
near Princeville. Sis. Pearl survives,
along with three sons: Russell,
Howard, and Richard; a daughter,
Patricia Pullen; four brothers, Sam,
Bro. Ezra of our congregation,
Bro. Louie of Bradford; & Bro. Paul
Jr. of Oregon City, Oregon ; and two
sisters; Sis. Irene Farney and Sis.
Marie Moser, both of Morton. He
was laid to rest in the church cem
etery, near the grave of his son,
Eugene, who met with tragic death
four years ago. "Cast thy burden
upon the LORD, and he shall sustain
thee: he shall never suffer the
righteous to be moved."

One soul is called out of life and
another little one has come into this
world. On April 21, Bro. John and
Sis. Elizabeth Wieland welcomed a
son. Brent Matthew is welcomed
home by a brother, Brian, and a sis
ter Heather. His grandparents are
Kenneth and Marian Riley.

While visiting in the home of his
grandparents-Bro. Joshua and Sis.
Marie Broquard in Fairbury, Danny
Feucht, son of Bro. Earl and Sis.
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Margaret, had the misfortune of
having a ball hit him in his eye.
Young Danny was hospitalized from
Saturday afternoon until Tuesday
afternoon, suffering from a slight
concussion. He was able to c o m e
to his home the following day,
but has not yet returned to school.
We are glad to know he is coming
along nicely, however, and thankful
his sight is not impaired.

We enjoyed a blessed Sunday the
end of April, when we had a number
from Bluffton visit us. They had
chartered a bus, and on Saturday
when they arrived at the home of
Sis. Louise Martin and daughters,
the driver was told this was as far
as he needed to go. He shook his
head when he saw that all of them
would spend the evening there, and
when unloading the suitcases he
was amazed to learn that each
would have a place to spend the
night. Yes, we have a blessed fel
lowship that the world knows not
of, and we truly should treasure it.
On Sunday we had our cups filled to
overflowing, when Bros. Orville
Ringger and Robert Meyer minis
tered to us. We need not lay up
abundant treasure, for all we need
we have. If we have sufficient food
and clothing, we really have no
other great need. If we can be con
tent with this we are indeed rich.
A nice gathering was enjoyed at the
fellowship hall near Peoria before
the dear ones departed for their
home. Many precious memories re
main.

PULASKI
Mary Wiegand-Nancy Musselman
A garden is a lovely place

Where seeds burst through the
sod ;

A garden is a partnership
Between two hands and God.
It is time for gardens and field

work. We have had quite a bit of
rain, so we are getting a slow start
this year. We get discouraged when
it keeps raining, and we can't get
in the field, but the Lord has
promised to provide. . . So we wait
on His blessing and know all will
work out for the best.

We are so happy to see Sis. Min
nie Getz in her usual place at church
the last two Sundays. She comes for
just one service and seems to be
very alert.

Moving? Send former address and
new address. Send zip number.
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PURDUE UNIVERSITY
Norma Schini - Lois Kipfer
We were richly blessed on April

12, when Bro. Bob Meyer of the
Bluffton congregation brought us
the inspiring word of God. On April
26, Bro. Marvin Stieglitz of Leo was
with us for mid-week services. We
could surely feel God's presence as
we took time away from our work
and studies.

We rejoice that another dear
soul, Gale Reinhard, has surrender
ed to the Lord in repentance. Gale
is the daughter of Bro. and Sis.
Richard Reinhard of Bluffton.

We welcome our new sister in
faith, Elaine Kipfer, daughter of
Bro. and Sis. Martin Kipfer of
Bluffton.

REMINGTON
Anna M. Waibel and Sisters
April 6 was our day for the an

nual church cleaning (had a pot
luck dinner). My three sisters do
the weekly cleaning.

The night of April 6, Thursday,
around 10 :30 p.m. a tornado hit our
town and blew one of our big trees
west of our house over onto our
front porch, and tore it off com
pletely, all across the front, made
several holes in the roof of our
house, but so thankful it did not
damage it more. Next day was rain
sleet etc., so was Sat. until we could
do anything about cleaning it up,
when a group of men came and by
evening was a job well done. One
can't be thankful enough for all
ones neighbors, friends and broth
ers in faith in times of need!

We've had several visiting min
isters . . . Bros. Frederick Knapp,
Congerville; Rudy Graf, Akron;
Gene Lehman, Wolcott; Ben Manz,
Junction; Raymond Roth, Burling
ton, Oklahoma. Although we never
knew him before, we felt like we
knew him. Bro. Erwin and Sis.
Charlotte (Steiner) Bahler were
snowbound at their house for 4
days last winter, and he was a
nephew of ours. Robert Siebenthal
is back in the hospital, since April
14. He is slowly improving. He is
at the St. Elizabeth Hospital in La
Fayette, Ind. 47904. Sis. Emma
(Jake) Bahler was in the hospital
for several days for X-rays. Sis.
Mary Sue (Bro. Clyde) Waibel has
been ill with a kidney infection the
past few weeks.

Wed. night, April 19, instead of
our regular services we heard the
tape of Sis. Bertha Peters funeral
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services, held at Peoria Church. She
was a light to many, as her faith
never faltered, regardless of her ail
ment.

We had a large attendance Apr.
16, to witness the wedding cere
mony for Sis. Carol Schieler (Bro.
Harolds) and Bro. Philip Gutwein
(Bro. Carls') conducted by Bro.
Wendell Gudeman and Bro. Edwin
Bahler. The reception was held at
the School-house. The couple went
on a western trip and will live at
Francesville.

RITTMAN
Florence Hartzler-Janette Blough

Bros. Rudolph Graf and Noah
Bauman administered Holy Com
munion to us.

Those hospitalized from our con
gregation are Sis. Louise Spangler,
Sis. Esther Saurer, Sis. Bertha Bau
man, Irene Beery, Bro. Roy Mai
bach, and Lex Beres, son of Bro.
Jim and Sis. Lois Beres. Bro. Orin
Rufener suffered a fractured arm
in a car-truck accident.
Engagement announcements: Ka

thy Ramsier, daughter of Bro. Jim
and Sis. Dorothy Ramsier, to Paul
Moore; Jean Rupp, daughter of Ken
and Lillian Rupp, to Barry Smith
berger; Elsie Gasser, daughter of
Bro. Bob and Sis. Neva Gasser, to
Jeff Maibach, son of Jack and Clara
Maibach.

Pat and Roger Beery are first
time parents of a daughter, Jody
Marie. Grandparents are Harold and
Sis. Rhea Beery.

Bro. Richard Steiner, son of Bro.
John and Sis. Wilma Steiner, left
for military service and is now sta
tioned at Ft. Sam Houston.

ROANOKE
Norene Herbst-Marilyn Weyeneth

Bro. Herb and Sis. Joyce (Aesch
leman Blunier are the parents of a
son, Bryan Dwayne, born April 5.
He is their first child.

Our friends, Bill Wuthrich, Deb
bie Hodel and Debbie Fehr are to
be given an opportunity in the near
future to give their testimony of
their repentance and conversion.
Their parents are Bro. Willis and
Sis. Flo Wuthrich, Bro. Bob and Sis.
Lorene Hodel, and Bro. Gene and
Sis. Margaret Fehr.

We are glad to report that Bro.
Joe C. Zimmerman has been dis
missed from the hospital and has
been staying with his children since
his dismissal ; his wife, Sis. Anna, is
a resident at Rest-Mor in Morton at
present. N et t i e (Aeschleman)
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Steffen underwent surgery on her
hip. Bill Hangartner is still a pa
tient at St. Francis Hospital and
has shown improvement.

Bro. S. J. Weyeneth and Bro. D.
B. Hodel Sr. have returned home
from their stay in the hospital and
have been able to attend church ser
vices. Sis. Minnie (Joe) Leman has
also been dismissed from the hos
pital, where she was confined sev
eral weeks.

The ministers from other con
gregations serving us were Bros.
Edward Frank and Merle Bucher
(LaCrosse), Elmer Bucher (Fran
cesville) and Raymond Roth (Bur
lington Okla.)

Bro. Dick and Sis. Mardell Bo
wald have announced the engage
ment of their daughter, Peggy to
Bill Klaus, son of Bro. Bill and Sis.
Mary Ann Klaus.

Note of Thanks: Our sincere
thanks to all our good friends,
neighbors and relatives who remem
bered us with flowers, cards, gifts
and prayers while in the hospital.
All were greatly appreciated. D. B.
Hodel family.

ROCKVILLE
Carlton J. Lanz

On Sunday evening April 23, the
church partook of the Holy Rite,
the Lord's Supper, with our Elder,
Bro. John Bahler and Elder, Bro.
Joseph Waibel of Bay City per
forming the duties.

While observing this Holy Rite,
it moved our thoughts, for the mo
ment, closer in remembrance of
that last meal which the Lord and
Saviour shared with His disciples
the night before His crucifixion. It
also offers a brief moment to con
sider the love that He had and His
willingness to submit to, and en
dure those long hours of anguish
before He went to His cruel death
on the Cross.

Those having made a pilgrimage
to the Holy Land, including the
Mount of Olives and the Old City
of Jerusalem, where the Son of God
had walked, where He prayed in the
Garden of Gethsemane the scene
of His agony and betrayal, and
other miracles and events are apt
to be moved with compassion when
partaking of this rite, the Lord's
Supper.

An editor of one of the larger
farm magazines couldn't find words
of praise enough for his first visit
to the Holy Land. It was an exper-

ience of spiritual revelation and
said he wanted to revisit it.

An impressive note of Jesus has
been written that a book about him
now has 1 billion copies in print in
1000 languages (over). The ver
sions of his life given in the Gospels
offer (many) details only on the 2
extremities of His life, His birth
and His last three years. Of the
some intervening 30 years we know
of the time when the age of twelve
years Jesus, seemingly lost to His
parents, was later found in the
Temple, amazing the scholars with
whom he had been sitting of His in
tellect.

We can report births for the
month: May 2, a daughter, Dana
Michelle, their first child, to Sis.
Diane and Bro. Dan Stoller. Grand
parents are Bro. Earl and Sis. Ione
Stoller of Oakville, and Eric and
Betty Gustafson, Mediapolis, Iowa.
A daughter, Judith Annette, to
Raymond and Judy Hany; grand
parents are Sis. Hilda and the late
Bro. Arnold Hany and Mrs. Mitch
ell.

Bro. Ernest Kohlert has been a
surgical patient and is now at home,
recuperating. He seems very cheer
ful.

Reception for Sis. Sandra Schlat
ter and Bro. Donald Schneider, who
were united in marriage at Bay
City, was held Sunday at Donald's
parents, Bro. Albert and Sis. Gladys
Schneider. Sandy will make her
home at Rockville. We welcome both
she and her sister, Sally, who is
married to Bro. Curtis (Curt) Zah
ner, son of Sis. C 1 a r a and Bro.
Emanuel Zahner.

SAGAMIHARA, JAPAN
John and Betty Klaus

Men ought always to pray and not
faint. In our Christian walk of life,
our prayers play a very important
part. Sometimes we may forget to
really pray, because we believe so
much depends on us, but how wrong
can we be! Jesus said, ". . . ask, and
ye shall receive, that your joy may
be full." The Lord wants us to be
happy and to show His mighty
works in us, even though we be
weak mortals.

We are now enjoying "golden
week" in Japan, when there are
many oyasumis (holidays). They
include the Emperor's birthday,
Constitution day, and Children's
Day.

On May 6 we plan to have a
special children's meeting, which if



the Lord blesses, to help bolster the
Sunday School. The Bible class at
the school where I teach had a very
blessed start. Altogether so far
there are about 14. One student
came from the country and said the
people in Tokyo are so cold. Really
what the world needs is more good
examples of love, because it is evi
dent there is enough hate and con
fusion already. Our Wednesday
meeting seems to be doing better
(at least in number) than Sunday.
Oh, that more will find more time
to praise their Creator!

I was rather surprised to find out
that in the book on Shinto religion,
it is written that Jesus is the Son
of God. Then it goes on that it is
spirit only, but really he was Jo
seph's son. How cunning it is of
Satan to confuse things with half
truths, and turn them into lies. How
wonderful the admonitions to us to
watch and pray lest we fall into
temptation, and for we are not ig
norant of his (Satan's) devices.

Again we extend a hearty invita
tion to anyone coming to Japan to
visit our home.

SABETHA
Mrs. Joe Steiner

Visiting ministers were Bro. John
Bahler, Rockville; Bro. Herman
Kellenberger, Elgin, Ill.; Bro. Joe
Waibel, Bay City, and Bro. Ben
Maibach, Detroit.

Our congregation was privileged
to hold Holy Communion, which
was a commandment of our Lord.
"For as often as ye eat this bread,
and drink this cup, ye do shew the
Lord's death till he come."

Sis. Susie Brunner was hospital
ized having had surgery. She has
returned to her home.

Sis. Irene Aberle is in the Sa
betha Community Hospital, where
she also had surgery.

SARASOTA
Philip Wingeier

After having a most beautiful
winter season here, both weather
wise and spiritual, many have now
gone to their summer homes in the
north, east and west.

Our last Sunday of worship will
be May 7 hopefully, that we may
begin our services again, if the Lord
permits, early in November.

All we who gather at Sarasota
and worship together rejoice in the
Lord that the tract of land, 21%
acres we purchased one year ago
for $18,000, is now all paid. We
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also want to take this opportunity
to express our thanks and appre
ciation to everyone who contributed
to this worthy act.

Elder Bro. Ben Maibach, Sis.
Lorene and family, who have spent
quite some time in their home, will
be returning to Detroit. We have
all enjoyed each other very much
and felt the blessing of the Lord
flow from heart to heart. Bro. Phil
ip Wingeier, Sis. Ferne also will be
returning to their home in Alto.
We wish to express our sincerest
thanks and appreciation to all who
so generously contributed to our
many needs and necessities while
here. . . may God the Heavenly
Father be with us all now and for
evermore. We want all our friends
to pray for us.

SHIODA, JAPAN
Willis R. Ehnle

In life we must give up one thing
if we want to gain another. We
must give up self if we want to gain
Heaven. Jesus said, "If any man
will come after me, let him deny
himself..." (Japanese translation,
"Throw himself away".)

On April 15 we had a fellowship
meeting at a hot spring hotel near
our Shioda Church. All three
churches were represented. Both
the morning and afternoon meet
ings were held the same as a church
service. It offers an opportunity for
fellowship and visiting among loved
ones from all three churches who
otherwise do not meet each other.
The Tamahata Church has planned
for a summer fellowship meeting in
the Mt. Fuji area for July 27, 28
and 29, at a place where there are
facilities for staying overnight. My
family and I plan to be in the
States, so Bro. Akito Inoue will be
in charge of the meetings.

When the descendants of Noah
decided to build the Tower of Babel
to "make us a name", God stopped
it because they were going too far,
exalting themselves. It is good that
God was given recognition and
glory in our endeavors to reach the
moon. If this attitude would cease
and man again endeavors to do
something fantastic without recog
nizing and fearing God, it should be
expected that God will step in and
put a stop to it.

I was asked by one of the loved
ones here, 'What is the purpose of
the church ?" I replied as follows:
For fellowship with Christ and with
each other. To have God's word
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preached to us. To share the Gospel
of forgiveness with others. To help
us to abide in Christ. One other
purpose of the church of which I
was later reminded by a brother is
so that we can worship God to
gether, inasmuch as God is pleased
where even two or three are gath
ered together in Christ's name, and
with one heart and mind, than with
individuals who try to worship God
alone, when the opportunity to wor
ship together is present.

SILVERTON
Judith Knecht

Summer will soon be here, and
many will be planning their vaca
tions. We at Silverton wish to ex
tend our welcome invitation. You
may contact Bro. Clarence Dietrich
at Rt. 3 Box 141B, Silverton Oregon
97381, Ph. 603-873-2582, or Bro.
Ed Knecht, Rt 1, Box 241, Mulino,
Oregon 97042, Ph. 503-632-3570.
How thankful we should be for our
faith and church; though we have
never met in person, we feel as we
have always known in spirit. What
a blessed fellowship we have. May
we ever treasure and appreciate
the love of our brothers and sisters
in faith.
Labor-the symbol of man's pun

ishment;
Labor-the secret of man's happi

ness.

TAMAHATA
Akito and Marie Inoue

Springtime has brought beautiful
blossoms to Japan. Azalea bushes
in colors of orange, pink, lavender,
and white are now in full bloom.
The famous cherry trees (non-fruit
bearing) have already blossomed
and gone. Some of these grow on
the mountain-side and others are
cared for in the small flower gar
dens in front of homes. The plan of
God's handiwork hath made all
things bright and beautiful.

In His plan also was the death and
glorious resurrection of His Son.
It is good to be reminded of the
price paid for our sin and the sins
of the whole world, that we might
renew our walk of faith. Holy Com
munion was held on a Sunday after
noon when Bro. Willis Ehnle visited
us. We were also happy to have
others visit us from the Shioda as
sembly.
All of those who follow in the

ways of the Lord are certain to
have trials and temptations, we
learned in James chapter 1 at our
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Bible class. Those mentioned, in
our circle of believers, were working
on Sunday when an employer en
courages, good family harmony
with unbelievers, and praying aloud
at mealtime when discouraged. May
we pray for grace daily to be over
comers in our daily tasks.

TOLEDO
Lydia Meister

"... God is our God ... he will be
our guide even unto death." Our
friend, Mary Harmon, has received
peace from our Lord. We are thank
ful and happy for her, and trust,
God willing, she will soon be our
sister in Faith. Mary is the mother
of Bro. Howard Harmon.

Bro. Walter and Sis. Sharon Ra
ger and boys have moved to a new
home. Walter is one of our minis
ters. We wish them God's rich
blessings and many happy years.
Their new address is 2315 Carriage
Dr, Toledo Ohio 43615.
We are happy to welcome "home"

our dear friends, Irene and B. J.
Ziegler. They are back from a win
ter in Florida.

Sis. Emily Frautschi, Josephine
Rehklau and myself were privileged
to spend a Sunday at Cissna Park,
for the wedding of Sis. Clara Eisen
mann & Bro. John Frank. We had a
blessed day of worship and fellow
ship with the many brethren. It is
so heart-warming to meet and greet
and feel the unity of Spirit and love,
which is our bond in Christ. We
heard in the sermon how we should
be awake and watchful always!

"Watch ye therefore, and pray
always.'

TREMONT
Lydia Rassi-Mary Jane Leuthold

Shawn Allen was the name given
to the new son of Ray and Cleta
Rinkenberger. He arrived April 9
and has two brothers and one sis
ter to welcome him home.

Jeff Hangartner, son of Sis. Mel
ba and Jerry, was hospitalized with
a knee disorder, and Bro. Dan Koch
had the misfortune of losing part
of a finger in an accident on his
farm. Sis. Ann Sauder is recuperat
ing at her home, after having fallen.
She sustained injury to her hip and
side. Sis. Glenna Pflederer is also
home again, having had surgery
and spending about a week in the
hospital. Sis. Lena Woerner has re
turned to her home, after spending
many painful days in the hospital.

Bro. Uriel Gehring, Burlington,
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was welcomed into our midst, and
we can certainly say the Lord was
in our midst.

Friends Timm Frank, son of Bro.
Elmer and Sis. Bernice, and Jeanise
Martin, daughter of Bro. Richard
and Sis. Aldine, of Bloomington pro
nounced their wedding vows April
1.

Bro. Roy Sauder assisted our Bro.
Dan in serving us Holy Communion
April 23. We truly were inspired
and refreshed anew with the cup
that is the new testament in the
Savior's blood, and the body that
was broken for us. We will strive
harder to remember Thee and to do
the will of the Lord.

TUCSON
Mrs. Loren Knapp

As I sit here, gazing out the win
dow, I marvel at the beauty and
serenity God has laid before us. We
have surely felt blessings in the
beautiful weather he has given us,
as we awake to each new day... not
to mention, the serene mountains
and green valleys, even though we
have received no rain at all in this
new year. Only He knows what we
need most and we thank Him many
times over for all this.

It surely humbled us all, as we
took communion a few weeks ago,
assisted by Elder Bro. Roy Farney
of Phoenix. We remembered of how
our precious Lord suffered and died
that we might live eternally.

It was indeed a blessed event
when Alana Schrenk gave her tes
timony at Phoenix and was baptized
in the presence of many friends and
brethren.

UNION CITY
Gail Gasser

We are thankful that Bro. Philip
Webber has accepted a teaching job
in the Philadelphia area, so he and
his family will be staying with us.

On April 30, we were happy to
have with us Bro. Kaywin and Sis.
Karen Martin. They are building a
home in the Philadelphia area and
will be moving here with their fam
ily in June.

We are thankful that Bro. Louis
and Sis. Emily Schoenleber return
ed home safely from their trip to
Hawaii.

URBANA
Teresa Hufford

Our annual church business meet
ing was held Wed. March 19. Bro.
Bob Simpson was elected to serve

as trustee for the coming year. The
position of Sunday School superin
tendent was filled by the election of
Bro. Greg Rassi, and Sis. Kai Alt
will be serving as assistant for the
Secondary Sunday School class.

Many wonderful teachings were
ministered unto us by our visiting
brothers. Those who were here for
our Wed. services were Bro. Wendell
Gudeman, Bro. Ed Hohulin, Bro. El
mer Witzig, and Bro. Joe Schrock.
The word was brought to us on our
Sunday services by Bro. Henry
Grimm, Bro. Roy Ehnle, and Bro.
Simon Wagenbach. We were happy
they could come and spend precious
moments of fellowship with our
group.

Funeral services were held for
Mrs. Ed (Harriet) Scott of Urbana.
Our ministering brother, Dave Wie
gand, gave the services. Mr. Scott
and the late Mrs. Scott assembled
with us occasionaly.

VALPARAISO
Irene Nuest

On April 10, we were pleasantly
surprised by the visit of Bro. Carl
Westphal from Francesville. He
brought forth how we must watch
and pray, for Satan is dangling
temptations in front of us at all
times. James 1 :12: "Blessed is the
man that endureth temptation: for
when he is tried, he shall receive
the crown of life, which the Lord
hath promised to them that love
h• "1m.

Our congregation is very small ;
we are grateful for visitors. Each
time we feel we have been blessed
by their fellowship and message.

WEST BEND
Mrs. Melvin Fehr
Mrs. A. Banwart

As we were reminded of our
Lord's suffering, we were taken to
the foot of the cross and served
Holy Communion by Elder Bros.
Leo Moser of Lester and Paul Buti
kofer of Elgin, Ia. May our hearts
be ever grateful for this precious
privilege of remembering what our
Saviour has done for us. We thank
them for their labors, as well as
our other visiting ministers: Bros.
Dale Moore of Elgin, Ia., and Carl
Feucht of Lester. May their kindly
advice be heeded, so one day we
may attain the Heavenly Goal for
which we are striving.

Our hearts were gladdened to
learn Ken and Jill Rinkenberger
have turned to the Lord in repent-



ance. May we remember them in our
prayers, as distance affords only
limited fellowship with God's chil
dren during the week. Let us do our
part to encourage them as they be
gin this new walk of life.

Those of our congregation who
have been hospitalized in April have
been: Bro. Noah Anliker, Sis. Amy
Banwart (Ervin), Sis. Mary Traub
and Sis. Clara Bruellman, (George).
Sis. Clara Bruellman remains in the
hospital. Time marches on, and
with it the many changes in life.
Some bring rich enjoyment, and
others emptiness, as is noticed since
Bro. Elmer and Sis. Esther Banwart
moved from our congregation.
May they find much contentment
and joy in their new employment in
Morton.

Happy parents of a new baby
boy, Scott Allen, are Bro. Melvin
and Sis. Glenagene Fehr. Scott ar
rived on May 5 and is their first
child.

Thank you note: I wish to ex
press my sincere thanks for all the
prayers, many flowers, gifts and
kind deeds extended to me and my
husband during my illness and since
my return home. Sis. Amy (Ervin)
Banwart.

WESTERN
ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY

Mary Lynn Unsicker
On April 5, Elder Bro. Russell

Rapp, Morton, ministered to us
from Romans 1 :1-32. He referred
also to Corinthians 1:18, which is
quite relative to this chapter: "For
the preaching of the cross is to
them that perish foolishness; but
unto us which are saved it is the
power of God." Certainly we, who
are children of God, know how to
tally dependent we are upon Him.
We know also that without his
precious Son we would all be en
route to hell. We just can't thank
him enough for sending Jesus that
we might be redeemed. We at West
ern truly rejoice with the angels in
heaven that our friend, Steve
Streitmatter has turned to the Lord
in repentance. Steve is the son of
Bro. Burton and Sis. Martha Streit
matter of Princeville.

WICHITA
George Lambert

Our friend, Erik K. Langhofer,
son of Bro. Al and Sis. Judy Lang
hofer, has been sent to Thailand and
requested letters from anyone that
might care to write to him. His ad-
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dress is AIC Erik K. Langhofer 432
ANIS Box 25-257, APO San Fran
cisco 96237.

Bro. Dick and wife, Jossie Payton
are the parents of a son, Christo
pher Allen.

Bro. Sam Anliker and Bro. Eli
Somerhalder were with us to hear
the testimony and baptize three
converts on Easter. It was a won
derful day for all of us to celebrate
the resurrection of our Lord from
the grave, and the resurrection of
Bro. Dick Payton, Bro. John and
Sis. Cecily Holliday from a watery
grave to newness of life. May they
never forget the vows they each
made that day in the waters of bap
tism.

WINTHROP
Delores Messerli - Carol Messner
We thank Bro. Earl Banwart for

visiting us. What blessed fellowship
we received. Our youth was remind
ed to keep a clear mind and not let
it be ruined by drugs, etc., so they
could be ready and be able to an
swer the Lord's call.

Only God knows why: Our dear
Sis. Emma Schmidt is sorrowed by
the death of her son, Alvin, 50, of
St. Paul. His wife, Delores and 12
children survive; also two sisters
and ten brothers: Bro. Arthur and
Bro. Delbert of Elgin, Ill. ; Orville of
Tuscon; Bro. Elmer and Darrel of
Lafayette ; Lester & Bro. Kenneth
of St. Paul ; Donald of Aurora, Ill. ;
Merlin of Whittemore, Iowa, Bro.
Eugene and Caroline Overson of
Gaylord; and Ethel Bednarski of
Minneapolis. His father and two
brothers preceded him in death. We
extend our sympathy. The word of
God says sorrow and joy alternate
in the life of a Christian; such has
befallen this family.

High school graduates: Sis. Ger
trude Messner, Cindy Messner,
Douglas Messner, Mike Messner,
David Bruns, Rick Messner, Paul
Jacobson, Tom Gutknecht, Tim
Schmidt, and Calvin Messerli.

The engagement of Jeff Messner,
son of Bro. Ray and Sis. Bernadine,
to Deborah Katzenmeyer was an
nounced.

Thank you, from Sis. (Elmer)
Schmidt for your prayers, cards,
and gifts.

WOLCOTT
Arles Kropf - Marjean Lehman
We're thankful Friend Diane

Hopkins has been granted that
wonderful, undeserved gift of peace

in her heart by the grace of God.
She awaits baptism.

Bro. Darl Schieler has returned
home safely from Viet Nam, after
completing his duty in the service.

On April 9, we were further en
couraged in our service unto the
Lord when Ministering Brethren
Frederick Knapp-Congerville and
Ben Fehr-Roanoke were with us.

On April 30, Ministering Bro. Al
fred Bahler was ordained to be our
elder here at Wolcott. Visiting El
der Brethren were John Bahler,
Rockville; Noah Bauman, Rittman ;
Rudolph Graf, Akron; and Wendell
Gudeman, of Francesville.

LEO
Mrs. Elias Souder

Visiting ministers were Perry
Zimmerman, and Clarence Kachel
muss from the Fairbury congrega
tion, John Wagler from Hunts
ville, Alabama.

Lynn and Chris Klopfenstein are
the parents of a son, named Mi
chael.
A dinner was given on Friday

evening before Mother's Day, hon
oring mothers.

In the hospitals we have my
brother, John Getz, who is some
what improved, and Adella Conrad.

Mrs. Joseph Conrad is recuperat
ing at the home of her daughter,
Mrs. Richard Winzeler.

Announcement has been made of
the coming wedding of Bro. Gary
Bollier and Sis. Christy Surface.

In your church circles, the names
of our oncoming little ones by birth
or adoption are opportunities.
These tiny years are important. If
the church can make the warmth
of love felt, something very good
is being done. So go over and over
the name ... write it down ...
and make your acquaintance . . .
let them know you love them . . .
so the little one grows up in the
bosom of the church.-The Editor

AVALANCHE OF KINDNESS
Remember the Servicemen

Contact friendliness across the
miles. A busy schedule can work in
a letter. A sewing circle, a group
of women, can add this dimension
of kindness. A shut-in can pleasure
knit moments with love. An elder
can work in a short note that brings
a gleam to a lonesome boy, miles
away. Sermons, recorded on tape
or typewritten, can go many miles
in kindness.
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It only takes a little time in a
letter. Jot down a reminder. Ar
range your schedule now. Budget
your moments for mailing. Could
you but see, you would know what
kindness can do.

Life's little roses are fond mem
ories when in fragrant collection.

TMN & Mrs Tim Zeigler
7513 South 25th St Apt 5
Omaha Nebraska 68147

Pfc Deryll Ringger 304-54-3776
HHC USA MED COM EUR
APO New York 09403

Heidelberg Germany

Pfc Roger Roeschley 342-40-4459
MED CO BGH
Ft Sam Houston Tex 78234

Sgt Ernest L Schwartz 307-56-3798
376 Strategic Wing Box 2837 Bluffton
APO San Francisco 96239

Okinawa

Donald L Steffen B688791
E O Division
USS Constellation CVA64
FPO San Francisco 96601 Ft Wayne

Pvt Richard N Steiner 299-48-4794
MBT HQ USAMTC Class 9B
Ft Sam Houston To«as 78234 Rittman

Sp4 Morris J Braker 490543190
MEDDAC Prev Med
24th Evac Hosp Remington
APO San Francisco 96491

BEAUTIFUL HAPPINESS SO BRIGHT
The sum total of happiness is in

God. Joy and a merry heart flow
from Him. Brilliant light continual
ly shines. We dare not look, as mor
tal, nor could we and live. How
deeply tragic those words show of
the loss of the unsaved from such
a wonderful God. "And I saw a
great white throne, and him that
sat on it, from whose face the earth
and the heaven fled away; and
there was found no place for them."

Think of the greatest wonders of
this earth ... depths and color of
canyon . . . cities glowing as dia
monds ... the changing sea and the
sun-kissed sand. He made this earth
and what is therein. When we think
about Him, it is happy joy. He is
the Wonder of wonders. His appear
ance is as the form of a man . . .
as great fire. His glory is as the
rainbow. He is very beautiful, and
beautiful in holiness.

There is happiness in praise. The
word Hallelujah is a rich word. It
means, Hallelu-Praise ye, jah
Jehovah. American, Greek, Hebrew
languages join in one. What joy
must thrill the hosts of heaven.
"And after these things I heard a
great voice of much people in heav
en, saying, Alleluia; Salvation, and
glory, and honour, and power, unto
the Lord our God:"

God is love. With Him is power,
might and dominion. Everything
beautiful is from Him. His enemy
is bent on destroying everything

Henry Souder Jr.
good. This one spoils. This charac
ter is dark and hating, replacing
with an ugly array.

God's character is wonderful in
judgment. He will be clear in His
heart, and will have no regret. God
is wonderful for what He takes
away, frees from. That the true
might more beautifully shine. "For
true and righteous are his judg
ments: for he hath judged the
great whore, which did corrupt the
earth with her fornication, and
hath avenged the blood of his ser
vants at her hand."

We have something to rejoice in.
It makes our hearts happy wnen we
sweetly ponder of Him. What He is,
what He does. There, the sight of
Him, where we can look on His face,
there in the presence of Him joy
will well up. The beauty of everlast
ing praise. "And again they said,
Alleluia."

Contrast is vivid. Some evil
people had wrecked the earth. They
leave God with no choice but wreck
their wreckage. The things have
been proved out. The part good and
part bad has become all bad. All
spoiled; no part may recover itself.
This is great Babylon. "And her
smoke rose up for ever and ever."

Things that mean escape from
real life are what are really drab.
No matter what takes your atten
tion in lust, activity or entertain
ment, it is not worth comparing.
Heaven is alive. Its excitement and

thrill is full of life . . . colorful,
meaningful, joyful. Never a dull
moment. "And the four and twenty
elders and the four beasts fell down
and worshipped God that sat on the
throne, saying, Amen; Alleluia."

Come to where Life is. The Best.
We have a glorious foretaste. Then
comes Real Everything. Of all the
activities and service in heaven, the
greatest, in sheer joy, will be prais
ing our God of His greatness. We
will be caught up in sunshine and
total blue skies. Our hearts will in
golden grandeur. "And a voice came
out of the throne, saying, Praise
our God, all ye his servants, and ye
that fear him, both small and
great."

Marvellous is the order and or
ganization in heaven. Everything
operates to insure total happiness.
No part only, or hesitation subtract.

The beauty of that sound. Hear
it! Cascades of wonder make it a
dream world of happiness. Up
turned faces, real hearts. Well
known, endeared features of those
we love ... our precious little ones.
(Love's link never really was whol
ly parted.) "And I heard as it were
the voice of a great multitude, and
as the voice of many waters, and as
the voice of mighty thunderings,
saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God
omnipotent reigneth."

There indeed, happiness wanteth
not.


